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Aloysius Pieris: Cudc Doi
va Nhitng Trudc Tac Quan Trong'

A loysius Pieris (09/04/1934- ) 1a mot chuyén gia vé Phat
oc, mot than hoc gia, va tu s linh muc Dong Tén thudc
tinh dong Sri Lanka.2 Mic dau Pieris sinh ra va 16n 1én trong

! Nhitng mdc thoi gian tham chiéu vé tidu sir va cac tac phdm cia Pieris
chu yéu dua vao ban dtc két cua linh muc Frances. Xem Frances de Silva
RGS, “Bio-Bibliographical Information on Aloysius Pieris, S.J.,” trong
tap sach cua Robert Crusz, Marshal Fernando va Asanga Tilakaratne, eds.,
Encounters With The Word: Essays to Honour Aloysius Pieris (Colombo:
The Ecumenical Institute for Study and Dialogue, 2004), trang 673-92.

Nhitng tu s Dong Tén dAu tién d3 hién dién tai dao quéc Cong Hoa Xa Hoi
Dan Chu Sri Lanka thudc Nam A (trudc day duoc goi 1a Ceylon) tir nira sau
thé ky XVI, khoang hai thap ky sau khi linh muc Francis Xavier, S.J., dat
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mot nén van hoa dam nét ton gido cua d4t me Sri Lanka dic
biét 1a tu twong Phat gido, doi song tdm linh ctia 6ng lai cam
ré sau noi linh dao Kitd gido, cach riéng 1a truyén thong va
ddc sung cta Dong Tén.* Pieris gia nhap Dong Tén vai 101

chan dén thanh phd Goa cta dit nude An Do huyén bi vao thang 5 nam 1542,
Tuy nhlen ky nguyén hoat dong cua cac tu s Dong Tén tai Sri Lanka mo ra
sau quyét dinh ctia Toa Thanh thiét 1ap mot Gido Hoang Hoc Vién vao nim
1893, va cong tac dao tao chung sinh linh myc cho hai gido phan mdi thanh
1ap duoc trao cho céc tu s Dong Tén thudc hai tinh dong dén tir Phap va Bi.
Ngay 18 trong thé kinh Dirc Maria Hon Xéac Vé Troi 15/08/2022 danh dau
60 nam ngay thanh 1ap tinh Dong Tén tai Sri Lanka trén quéc dao xap xi 22
triéu dan nim vé phia nam An Do, noi ma cac tin d6 Phat Gido va An Giéo
chiém khoang 83% dan sd. Trong khi d6, Kito gido va Hoi gido, mdi ton gido
chi khoang xap xi 8%. Xem Adolfo Nicolas, S.J., Thw Bé Trén Tong Quyén
Nhén Ky Niém 50 Nam Thanh Lap Tinh Dong Sri Lanka. Tham chiéu ngay
10 thang 9, 2022.
https://www.sljesuits.com/pages/srilankaprovince.php
Sri Lanka 1a d4t nu6c da vin hoa, ngdn ngit, ton gido va sic toc. Hai sic dan
chinh 14 Sinhala va Tamil. Quyén ty do vé tu tudng va ton gido tai dat nudce
nay dugc ton trong va bao vé nhu di ghi chép trong hién phap diéu luat s6 10
va 14 ban hanh ndm 1978. Tuy thé, Phat gido van 1a t6n gido dwoc vu 4i hon
ca, nhu duoc d& cap cach riéng trong ban sira dbi hién phap nam 2015, diéu
luét s6 9. Phat giao dén véi Sri Lanka qua néo An Db vao the ky III trude
Cong Nguyén. Ké tir do, Phat gido cim ré va anh hudng sau sic trén doi song
nhén ban, xa hoi, van hoa, tinh than, va thiéng liéng ngudi dan noi day. Trong
sé nhimg ngudi theo Phét gido tai d4t nude nay thi nhom nguoi Sinhala
chiém dén 74%, nhom nguoi Tamil chi 14 thiéu s6 voi khoang 13%. Kit6
gido 1a ton gido dén muon khi dwoc gioi thidu voi nguoi dan tai dao qubc
ndy ngang qua nd lyc cta céc nha thira sai B& Dao Nha vao dau thé ky XVI.
Xem Russell R. Ross va Andrea Mattles Savada, Sri Lanka: A Country Study
(Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress Publication, 1990), trang xvii, 3, 7.
3 Xem Aloysius Pieris, Fire and Water (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1996),
trang 183-214.
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tién khan vao ngay 23 thang 12 nam 1953, va chiu chtc linh
muc 12 ndm sau do, vao ngay 04 thang 07 nam 1965.

Pieris tiép tuc chuwong trinh cao hoc tai phan khoa than
hoc ctia Gido Hoang hoc vién & Naples va léy béng thac si
than hoc thanh (S.T.L.) vao ndm 1966. Chuong trinh hoc tai
Rome d cho Pieris co hoi gip gd, lang nghe, va trao doi voi
than hoc gia Karl Rahner, nguoi méi tré vé tir Cong Pong
Vatican II va mang theo nhitng thao thirc cung vdi tinh than
canh tdn va ludng gi6 Thanh Linh d6i méi. Pieris con nhé
nhu in 161 nhan dinh ciia Rahner vé Cong Dong: “Vatican II
khong phai da két thiic, nhung d6 chi 1a mot sy khoi dau. Anh
(Pieris) phai chuyén tai nhimg st diép khai phong nay t6i
cho dan ctia minh, gidi thich cho ho, va gitip ho 4p dung noi
chinh bi canh doi séng riéng ctia ho.” Loi nay vira khich
1¢ vira goi himg cho Pieris tim hiéu siu xa hon kha ning ddi
thoai gitra cac nén vin hod, ton gido, cach riéng la gitra Kito
gido va Phat gido. Nam 1971, Pieris 1a hoc gia Kitd gido dau
tién léy béng tién si Phat hoc (Ph.D.) tai Pai hoc Sri Lanka,
va sau d6 17 niam 6ng nhan bang tién si than hoc (Th.D.) tai
Dai hoc Tilburg.

Pieris cu thé hoa nd luc ddi thoai gitra Kit6 gido va Phat
gido bang viéc thiét 1ap Trung TAm Nghién Ctru Tulana tai
Sri Lanka vé1 muc dich nghién ctru hoc thuat cling nhu cd vd

4 Xem Robert Blair Kaiser, “East Meets West: The Journey of Aloysius Pieris”
trong tap chi Catholic New Times, vol. 25, issued. 12 (07/2001).
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nhitng cudc gip gd va ddi thoai lién ton.’ Trong vai tro 1a mot
gido su, Pieris dd tham gia giang day tai mot s6 hiép hoi than
hoc va dai hoc trén thé gi61.® Bén canh hang tram bai nghién
ctru ddng tai trén cac tap chi than hoc va ddi thoai lién ton,
Pieris dd cho xuét ban 9 tic pham: Love Meets Wisdom: A
Christian Experience of Buddhism, Orbis Books, Maryknoll
(1988), An Asian Theology of Liberation, Orbis Books,
Maryknoll (1988), El Rostro Asiatico de Cristo, Verdad e
Imagen, Ediciones Sigueme, Salamanca (1991), Fire and
Water: Basic Issues in Asian Buddhism and Christianity,

> Trong cudc dbi thoai véi Kitd gido, Phat gido dugc uu tién chon lya khong

don thuan do boi Pieris 12 mot chuyén vién vé Phat hoc, nhung 1y do cén
ban hon d6 1a Phét gido da dinh hinh it nhit 20 ving lanh thé tai A Chau,
noi 4y Phét gi4o hodc 1a t6n gido chinh thirc hodc 13 nhan t6 van hod va
triét Iy c6 anh huong sdu dam. Phat gido khong bi gi6i han vao mot ngon
ngit ddc trung hay nhom ngudi nhét dinh nhu trong truong hop cua An
gido hay Ldo gido. Xem Aloysius Pieris, “Toward an Asian Theology of
Liberation: Some Religio-cultural Guidelines,” trong tap sach cia Douglas
J. Elwood, ed., Asian Christian Theology: Emerging Themes (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1980), trang 244.

C6 thé liét ké mot vai dai hoc noi Pieris dd tham gia giang day: Gregorian
University, Rome, Italy (1972-73), Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley,
USA (1976), East Asian Pastoral Institute of the Athaneo de Manila
University, Philippines (1972-73, 1993-94), Vidyodaya Pirivena, Pali and
Buddhist University of Sri Lanka, Colombo, Sri Lanka (1993), Prajna
Pitha, Jesuit Institute of Integrated Religious Studies, Kandy, Sri Lanka...
Va 6ng con giit ghé Chii tich mot vai Hiép héi Than hoc khac tai My, don
ctr nhu Washington Theological Union tai Maryland USA (1987), Union
Theological Seminary tai New York USA (1988)... Xem Frances de Silva
RGS, “Bio-Bibliographical Information on Aloysius Pieris, S.J.,” trong
tap sach cua Robert Crusz, Marshal Fernando va Asanga Tilakaratne, eds.,
Encounters With The Word: Essays to Honour Aloysius Pieris (Colombo:
The Ecumenical Institute for Study and Dialogue, 2004), trang 674.
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Orbis Books, Maryknoll (1996), God s Reign for God's Poor:
A Return to the Jesus Formula, Tulana Publications, Kelaniya
(1999), Mysticism of Service, Tulana Publications, Kelaniya
(2000), Christhood of Jesus and the Discipleship of Mary: An
Asian Perspective, CSR, Colombo (2002); Prophetic Humour
in Buddhism and Christianity: Doing Inter-religious Studies
in the Reverential Mode, Colombo: Ecumenical Institute
for Study and Dialogue (2005), va The Genesis of an Asian
Theology of Liberation, Sri Lanka, Tulana Research Center
(2013). Trong gi6i han ciia bai viét nay, tic gia s& diém qua ba
trudc tc quan trong cua Pieris voi nhitng tu tuong than hoc
chinh yéu ctia 6ng.

Tac pham dau tay Love Meets Wisdom (1988) thao luin
va néu bat nhimg kinh nghiém tuong hd trong cudc ddi thoai
gitra Kitd gido va Phat gido tai Sri Lanka. Trong tap sach nay,
Pieris da gioi thiéu va xdy dung “mot khung suon than hoc
can ban cho phép cac Kitd hitu tim thay trong chinh Kitd giao
mot khong gian ma ngang qua d6 ho c6 dugc mdt tryc gidc
va sy thdu cam vé nhitng dic trung ctia Phat gido cho phép ho
md ra mot cude ddi thoai hiéu qua voi nhitng Phat tor duong
dai, nho do s€ lam phong pht thém ca hai bén cua cudc gap
g d6i thoai nay.”” Sach gdm 3 dé muc chinh: phan I trinh bay
lich str cudc gip g giita hai nén linh dao Kit6 gido phuong
Tay va Phat gido phuong Pong, dong thoi ciing thao luan vé

7 Xem Aloysius Pieris, Love Meets Wisdom (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books,
1988), trang xi.



186 Hop Tuyén Thdn Hoc - S6 54

vu nhuoc diém cua nhiing cach tiép can trong cudc d6i thoai
lién ton; phan II tap chu vao viéc hiéu céc triét Iy co ban cua
Phat gido va cac khia canh quan trong trong kinh nghi¢m giai
thoat; phan I dé cap dén nhitng thach dé trong cudc ddi thoai
gitra cac Kito hitu va Phat tir dya trén mot vai binh dién cén
ban ctia doi séng tu tri voi 101 khan kho nghéo va trong doi
song gia dinh ctia hon nhan hdn hop. Vuot qua nhing rao can
ngon ngtr, Pieris dé xuét hai khai niém quan trong bd tro 14n
nhau va thuc su can thiét cho cudc ddi thoai: Agapeic Gnosis
(tri ngd kha mén) cia Kitd hitu va Gnostic Agape (1ong mén
kha tri) cua Phat tir.® Gnosis (giac ngd, tri ngd hay tri thirc co
tinh gidi thoat) dwoc cho 1a gan lién véi kinh nghiém nén tang
ctia Phat gido va agape (dirc i, long mén hay tinh yéu c6 tinh
ctru d9) dién dat qua kinh nghiém cuta Kitd gido. Tuy thé, theo
Pieris trong mdi ton gido déu ton tai hai chiéu kich gnosis va
agape, dugc dién dat ngang qua nhitng thuat ngit véi ndi ham,
¥ nghia, sac thai va diém nhin khac nhau. Chinh vi vay viéc
nhin manh sy tach biét va kha ning loai trir nhau cach tuyét
d6i ctia hai chiéu kich nay c¢6 thé bop méo hay danh mét kinh
nghiém thuc sy vé su giai thoat hay on ctru d6.°

Trudc tac Fire and Water: Basic Issues in Asian Buddhism
and Christianity (1996) thuc ra 1a mot gop nhat 18 bai viét

8 Noi ham va ¥ nghia cia hai cap tir ndy s& dugc ban luan sau hon trong phan
tiép theo. Xem Aloysius Pieris, Love Meets Wisdom (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis
Books, 1988), trang 110-19.

9 Xem Aloysius Pieris, Love Meets Wisdom (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books,
1988), trang 111.
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trudc day cua Pieris, dugc sap dit lai theo mot logic hop 1y,
phan bo trong ba d&é muc chinh: (1) Phu nit va ton gido; (2)
Nhitng van dé trong than hoc, ton gio, va xa hoi; (3) Nhiing
van dé vé linh dao va sy giai phong con nguoi. Tac gid moi
goi doc gia tiép nhan mét 16i nhin va suy tu cach thuc hanh
dong méi mé mang tinh khai phong va c¢6 kha ning bién doi
thye tai ctia thé gigi dang bi ton thwong va han sau nhitng dau
vét cla ngheo doi, bao lyc, boc 16t, va ap blic mang tinh hé
thong von di ¢ khuynh hudng ha thap quyén loi va cha dap
phdm gia con ngudi. Bén canh nhimg chiéu kich than hoc
mang tinh khai phong quan trong va day thuyét phuc duoc
duc két va phat trién, cho du chang vén da duoc trinh bay
trong hai tap sach duoc xuat ban trude day boi Orbis (An
Asian Theology of Liberation, 1988; Love Meets Wisdom. A
Christian Experience of Buddhism, 1988), thi tdp sach sau
nay da trinh bay thém mot khia canh hét sirc quan trong khac,
d6 1a chiéu kich nir quyén."® Pieris cho thay tiéng noi va pham
gia clia ngudi nghéo — nhitng nan nhan cta bt cong do hé
théng kinh té, chinh tri va x3 hoi gdy ra, ma nir gio1 1a mot
trong s6 nhimg ddi twong chiu thiét thoi nhat ciia nhom nay —
dang thach d6 cac quan niém va khuynh hudng than hoc Tay
phuong vbn xay dung va phat trién dua trén su wu 4i danh cho

10 Pieris danh tron phan dau tién gdm 6 chuong dé thao luan vé chiéu kich nir
quyén dt trong bdi canh ton gido tai A Chau. Tac gia nhan thirc rang s& 1a
mdt su thiéu sot 16n ctia mot gido trinh than hoc cho sinh vién néu khong co
su quan tam du dén tim quan trong ctia phong trao nit quyén dang doi binh
quyén cho phu nit. Xem Aloysius Pieris, Fire and Water, trang 3-62.
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nam gidi, ca trong Gido HJi va xa hoi. Nhiing goi y cua Pieris
mé ra cho viée xem xét va ciu tric cach suy tu than hoc sao
cho co thé goi ghém va dién dat dwoc nhimg kinh nghiém,
nhan thire va thao thirc dac trung cua nir gioi.

C6 18 trude tac dugce biét dén nhiéu nhét cia Pieris 1a 4n
Asian Theology of Liberation (1988). Tac pham nay ciing 1a
mot tong hop theo mot logic nhat dinh cac bai nghién ctru
trudc ddy cua Pieris, phan bd trong ba d¢& muc chinh: (1)
Nghéo doi va su giai phong; (2) Ton gido va sy giai phong;
(3) Than hoc giai phong tai A Chau. Noi dung trude tac trinh
bay mot phuong phép tiép can than hoc theo cach thé cia mot
cudc dbi thoai véi cac truyén thong ton gido tai A Chau va voi
thye tai chiém dai da s6 1a nguoi nghéo.! bay la nét khac biét
quan trong gitra than hoc giai phong tai A Chau va than hoc

' Chau A 13 ngdi nha ctia khoang 60% déan s thé gidi, voi su phong phu da
dién v& ngdn ngit, van hoa va sic toc. Tuy nhién, nghéo doi va bt cong 1a hai
thyc tai doi song anh hudng, xau xé va cha dap phdm gia rit nhiéu ngudi trén
luc dia nay. Tong huén Gido Héi tai A Chéu (Ecclesia in Asia, EA) cia Duc
Gido Hoang Gioan Phaol6 II nam 1999 ghi nhan hoan canh noi day: “Hoan
canh nghéo doi dai déng va su khai thac boc 10t dan chiing 1a nhitng su viéc
dang lo ling nhat. Tai A Chau c6 hang triéu nguoi bi ap birc, qua bao thé
ky bi dat bén 1& xa hoi vé mat kinh té, van hoa va chinh tri” (E4, s 7). Lién
Hiép Céac Hoi Pong Giam Muc A Chau (FABC) lan th X vao niam 2012
ciing nhan manh lai ring thuc tai nghéo d6i gy ra boi su bat cong, tham
nhiing van dang 13 thach d6 16n tai nhidu qudc gia Nam A va Pong Nam
A. Xem FABC X, “FABC at Forty Years: Responding to the Challenges of
Asia,” trong Vimal Tirimanna, ed., For All the Peoples of Asia: Federation
of Asian Bishop's Conference, version V (FAPA V) (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis
Books, 2014), trang 60. Hon nira, c6 rat nhiéu van nan va thach d6 ma con
ngudi phai dwong dau khi chi nghia vat chét, chi nghia twong dbi va tuc hoa
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giai phong Chau My Latinh.'2 Trong 10i twa cho cuén sach noi
tiéng cua Pieris An Asian Theology of Liberation, Paul Knitter
nhin manh dén sy ndi két giira hai thyc tai ton gido va nghéo
d6i khi cho rang “ngudi Kitd hiru khong thé giai quyét van dé
ngheo doi ¢ chau A mot cach thoa dang trir khi ho thyc hién
diéu ay trong su d6i thoai véi cac ton gido & chau A, ciing thé
ho ciing khong thé thyuc hién thanh cong mot cudc déi thoai
lién ton dich thuc trir khi cude ddi thoai d6 dit nén tang trén
mdi ban tim dén ngudi nghéo.”3 Vi Pieris, ddi thoai véi
thyc tai ba mit tai A Chau, bao gdm t6n gido, vin hod va su
d6i nghéo, 1a mot doi hoi khan thiét, nhung sy doi thoai dy

dang xam 14n va x6i mon nhitng gia tri truyén thng, ton gido va xa hoi. Xem
Ecclesia in Asia, s6 7.

Mit khac Chau A ciing 14 c4i ndi khai sinh nhiéu ton gido 16n cua thé giori
nhu Do Thai gido, Kito glao Hoi g1ao An gi4o, Phét gido, cung véi nhidu
truyen théng linh dao, triét thuyét, nhan sinh quan quan trong khac nhu
Khong gi4o, Lio gido, Than giao... Xem Ecclesia in Asia, sb 6.

12 Hoc gia Peter Phan goi than hoc giai phong tai Chau My Latinh 1a ngudi anh
rut ctia than hoc giai phong tai A Chau. Bén canh nhiing nét twvong dong
trong phuong phap va nhimg chu dé nén ting lién quan dén ngudi nghéo,
don ctr nhu Thién Chuia vu 4i ngudi nghéo, su uu tién cho nguoi ngheo, phat
trién cong ddng co ban, Gido Hoi ctia ngudi nghéo. .. thi than hoc giai phong
tai A Chéu da xdy dung cho minh mét 18i tiép can phi hop gén két truc tiép
v6i nhitng yéu t§ dic nét trong van hod, ton gido, nhan sinh quan va vii try
quan ctia ngudi dan ban dia. P c6 nhiéu dang thirc cta than hoc giai phong
tai A Chau dugc xdy dung va phat trién, chang han Minjung Theology & Han
Québc, Theology of Struggle & Philippines, Dalit Liberation Movement & An
D9, hodc Theology of the Crown of Thorns of the Burakumin ¢ Nhat Ban.
Xem “The Spirit at Work in Asia Today,” trong FAPA I1, trang 277, 56 2.3.9.

13 Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis
Books, 1988), trang xi.
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phai (duoc) soi sang, dan 16i va dat dén ky cung chiéu kich
Tin Miumng, nghia 1 goi 1én va lam song diy manh mé& noi
tam hon con ngudi, cach riéng 1a nguoi nghéo, chiéu kich tu
do cua “tin mimg” mang dén tir cac thuc tai ton gido, ca Kitd
gi4o 1an cic ton gido khac ngoai Kitd giso."*

Aloysius Pieris: Nén Tang Tu Tuéng
va Phuong Phap Than Hoc

Thuyc tai da ton gido 1a mot chiéu kich khong thé bi chdi
bo hay xem thuong trong moi mdi ban tim lién quan dén con
nguoi tai Chau A. Su thao thirc vé hién hitu va cung dich
clia con nguoi véi tat ca chiéu kich lién quan dén pham gia
va on ctru d§ danh cho ho déu it nhiéu c6 lién h¢ mat thiét
dén nhitng yéu t6 thanh thiéng va nhitng kinh nghiém giai
thoat nén tang va ban so nhat trong cac ton gido. Pieris da
nhén thirc sau sic vé tam quan trong cua mdt kinh nghiém
nén tang mang tinh giai thoat hién dién noi bat ky ton gido
nao tai A Chau.'s Suy tu cua Pieris phan anh tinh than coi
mé cua Vatican II trong viéc kham pha hat giéng Loi ctru do

14 Xem Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, trang 41.

15 Pbi v6i Pieris, co duge mot kinh nghiém ban so vé giai thoat bit ngudn noi
cac ton giao 1a cp d6 nén tang dau tién ma mot tién trinh ddi thoai lién ton
¢6 thé duoc thyc hién. Cip d6 th hai la cac ky tc vé kinh nghiém nay duogc
chita dyng, luu git va chuyén trao qua cac truyén thong, thuc hanh, phung
tw, nghi 1&... Cdp d6 cudi ciing lién quan dén viéc suy tu, giai thich va goi
himg thue hanh mang tinh triét hoc va thin hoc. Xem Aloysius Pieris, Love
Meets Wisdom, trang 120.
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dang tiém 4n noi cac ton gido.'® Tuyén ngdn Nostra Aetate
(NA) ctia Cong Pdng Vatican II nhin nhan nhitng yéu t chan
Iy va thanh thién trong cac ton gido, voi 16i khang dinh rang
“Gido Hoi Cong gido khong hé phii nhan nhimg gi 13 chan
that va thanh thién noi céc ton gido dy. Véi long kinh trong
chan thanh, Giao Hoi xét thay nhitng phwong thtrc hanh dong
va 161 séng, nhitng huan gidi va gido thuyét kia, du ¢ nhiéu
diém khac voi chu treong va dé nghi cia Giao Hoi, nhung
van thuong mang lai mot tia sing ctia Chan Ly, Chan Ly
chiéu soi tat ca moi ngudi.”"

Qua that nhiing kinh nghiém xuwong méau ma Pieris co
duoc khi theo chuong trinh Phat hoc tai Pai hoc Sri Lanka &
Colombo dit nén tang cho dng trong sy cdi md suy xét, lwong
gid va don nhan mat kinh nghiém mang tinh giai thoat ban so
cta ton gido. Két qua nay dén tir rat nhiéu nd lyc c4 nhan nhin
nhan su khac biét bo tic ma khong loai trr gifra nhiéu yéu
td thanh thiéng cia cac ton gido, cung véi 16i khuyén chan
tinh cua Etienne Lamotte (1903-1983), mot hoc gia ni tiéng
vé Phat giao lac bay gio, “Lam on dimg so sanh!.. Diéu dau
tién 1a (anh) hay ddm minh vao truyén thong Phat gido, dimg
v6i bét ky dinh kién nao; hiy nam vimg thuét ngit cua riéng
n6, ném cam huong vi ciia n6 va dua ra lugng gid hoc thuat
(ctia anh) tir trong truyén thong ciia chinh n6.”'8 Mot cach bao

16 Xem Ad Gentes (AG), s6 11.
17 NA, s6 2. Xem thém Hién ché tin Iy Lumen Gentium, s6 8.
18 Aloysius Pieris, “Editorial,” trong tap chi Dialogue, n.s., 10 (1983), trang 3.
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quat hon, d6 1a mot cudc 10t xac trong khiém nhu dé ban than
nguoi di thoai budce vao, bude xudng va dim minh trong
dong chay ciia cac truyén thong ton giao va van hoa ban dia
nho d6 ma nhitng thanh kién c6 thé c6 trude day dan thay doi
va dao thai theo thoi gian khi dé cho minh dugc tham nhap,
uén nan va truong thanh hon trong kinh nghiém cé tinh ctru
chudc noi tai cua mdi ton gido. Pieris tin rang, “canh cira da
timg dong lai dbi vi Chiia Giésu ¢ Chau A ciing 1a canh ctra
duy nhit c6 thé dua Ngai tr¢ lai — cu thé 13, hat nhan c6 tinh
ctru do hay c6t 16i mang tinh giai phong cua cac ton giao khac
nhau d3 thanh hinh va tao nén sy 6n dinh cho cic nén van hoa
[Chau A] cua chung ta.”"

Vi vai tro chinh 1a dua ra 161 gidi dap cho nhiing bi
nhiém tiém an trong than phan con ngudi va thé gioi, mdi
hé théng ton gido déu co tinh ctru d6* hudng con nguoi
vé sy siéu viét va giai thoat nham mang lai hanh phiic dich
thyc. Di v6i Kitd gido, Pieris xac tin cdt 16i mang tinh giai
thoat hé tai va thanh toan ngang qua cudc séng, cai chét, su
phuc sinh va 1én troi ciia Dang vira 1a Thién Chua vira 1a con
nguoi, Puc Giésu Kito. Kinh Thanh khic hoa dung mao mat
Thién Chua ludn yéu con ngudi va van yéu ho ca khi ho 1a toi
nhan; va tinh yéu éy duoc dién ta tron ven ngang qua sy trao
ban chinh Con M¢t ctia Ngai cho nhan loai (Ga 3,16) nhu la

9 Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, trang 59.
 Xem Tong thu Tertio Millennio Adveniente (1994), s6 30 va Tong hudn EA
(1999) nhac lai tai so 2.
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su tha thir va hoa giai, on ctru d6 va Pang Ciru P9. Thé nén
c6 thé x4c tin rang tinh yéu ctru d¢ (salvific agape) ctia Thién
Chua 1a kinh nghi¢m nén tang nhét, tién thién va ban so nhit,
ma trén dé moi hoc thuyét, giao ly, tin diéu va muc vu cia
Gido Hoi dugc xdc tin, xdy dung va thyc hanh. Tuy nhién,
khéc véi tinh yéu ctru d6 trong Kito gido, giac ngd (gnosis)
lai 1 kinh nghiém nén ting khoi ngudn cho sy giai thoat
trong Phat gido.?! Cam thirc thiéng liéng khi Pieris dim minh
that sdu vao hai khoi ngudn cua hai ton gido 16n nay dd mo
duong khai 16i va tao dong luc thuc ddy mot cudce ‘ddi thoai
giai thoat va cuu do.’

Tuy vay ddi thoai mang tinh giai thoat va ctru do khong
dung lai ¢ viéc hiéu biét va ton trong 1an nhau, chﬁp nhan va
don nhan nhau, nhung dbi thoai ge"m lién véi mot sy dan than
va hanh dong thiét thyc. Dé thac ddy mot sy dan than cho sy
phat trién con nguoi toan di¢n, cac gidm muc tai A Chau d3
tiép can phuong phap ma thin hoc khai phong tai Chau My
Latinh da st dung. D¢ 1a chu trinh muc vu ba budc: Xem (See),
Xét (Judge), va Lam (Act).”> Bic Gido Hoang Gioan XXIII

2 Xem Aloysius Pieris, Love Meets Wisdom, trang 110-13.

2 Pé c6 mot cai nhin toan dién hon vé lich sir tinh va sw ap dung ciia chu trinh
muc vu trong than hoc giai phong tai Chau My Latinh, xem Joe Hollan,
“Roots of the Pastoral Circle in Personal Experiences and Catholic Social
Tradition,” in Frans Wijsen, Peter Henriot and Rodrigo Mejia, eds., The
Pastoral Circle Revisited (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2005), trang 5-10.
C6 thé tham khao thém nhiing thao ludn vé& phuong phap muc vu nay trong
bdi canh Chau My Latinh qua ban dtc két ciia Thuong Hoi Dong Giam Muyc
Chau My Latinh 1an thir V (Aparecida) t6 chic tai Brazil nam 2007, céc sb
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trong Thong diép Me va Thay (Mater et Magistra, 1961)
da khang dinh tim quan trong cta phuong phdp ndy, noi
rang: “Thuong ai quyét thuc hanh hoc thuyét x4 hoi phai trai
qua ba giai doan: diéu tra cho biét tinh hinh mét cach ti mi;
nhéan xét hién twong dudi dnh sang hoc thuyét cong gido; roi
quy dinh duong 161 4p dung vao thoi thé hoan canh nhimg
nguyén tic vinh ctru ciia Gido Hoi. Ba giai doan 4y, thuong
goi 1a kién thirc, luan xét va hanh dong (xem, xét, 1am).”? Tién
trinh ba budc trién khai sy xem xét thuc tai mang tinh phé binh
nham dua ra nhiing su can thiép va phuong thirc hanh dong
cu thé dé cai thién twong quan nhan vi. Phuong phap phan
tich xa hoi van can duoc ap dung trong tién trinh nay, nhung
khong dimg lai noi chinh n6 nhu 14 phoi bay mot sy bt cong,
bat binh déng tan can dé tao dong luc thuc hién mot cudc cach
mang chinh tri xa hoi. Tuy nhién, myc ti€u can cbt hon do 1a
ngang qua céac phan tich xa hoi hoc nguoi Kitd hiru: (1) xem
xét va nhan thirc ding vé cudc sdng, (2) bién phan tir trong
hoan canh thuc té éy dudi anh sang cua duc tin, mac khai va
gi4o hun nham tim kiém va thic ddy nhing gia tri Tin Mimg,
va (3) hanh dong nhu Chiia Kitd dé bién d6i va thanh hoa thuc
tai dy.%

19, 99e, 100c, 143, 150, 151, 154, 162, 169, 170, 175f, 179, 184, 188, 191,
192, 193, 194, 195, 198, 200, 202, 207, 211, 282, 316, 318, 322, 325, 457,
458, and 513.

3 Mater et Magistra (MM), s6 236.

% Trong da s6 van kién cua Lién Hiép Cac Hoi Pong Giam Muc A Chau, chu
trinh muc vu see, judge and act thudng xuat hién dudi ba han tir bit dau bang



Aloysius Pieris: L3I néo d6i thoai vér gidi thoat 195

Pieris ciing van dung phuong phap tiép can von duge cac
nha than hoc giai phong trién khai va thuc hién. Tuy nhién,
Pieris da thap nhap vao qud trinh bién phan va thyc hanh
mot vai yéu td ddc trung riéng cho A Chau, chang han di san
tam linh, truyén théng ton gido, dbi thoai lién ton, hoi nhap
vin hoa... Cach suy tu than hoc ctia Pieris kha tuong dong
v6i nhitng nhan dinh than hoc cua Lién Hiép Cac Hoi Déng
Giam Muc A Chau, nhan manh réng mot nén than hoc thich
hop dit nén tang va khoi hing cho viéc Loan Bo Tin Mimng
khong thé tranh né ba thuc tai cin ban nay: su da dang van
hoa ban dia, da nguyén ton giao ngoai Kitd giao, va thuc tai
nghéo d6i.2* Trong céc suy tu than hoc cia Pieris, ngudi doc
dé dang nhan thdy mbi lién hé khong thé tach roi giita dic tin
va doi séng, ton gido va ngudi nghéo. N6i cach khac, thong
diép bén dudi cac trudc tac cua Pieris luén phan anh sy nbi
két gitra chiéu kich than linh v6i chidu kich tran thé, ma r6
nét nhét 1a viée loan bao Tin Murng va su gidi thoat toan di¢n
khong thé tach roi thyc tai da ton gido va ngudi nghéo voi
nhitng bat cong, ap birc, bao luc va ky thi dang ap ché cach
tinh vi trong quan nhéan vi dudi nhiéu hinh thirc khac nhau.

chit “D”: dialogue, discernment va deeds. Déi thoai (dialogue) véi thuc tai
cudc sdng, bién phén (discerment) hoan canh thuc t& du6i anh sang die tin
va mic khai, va sau cing hanh dong nhu Chiia Kitd (Christ-like deeds) dé
bién dbi thyc tai 4y. Xem FABC V trong FAPA I, cac s6 4.1 dén 4.6.

5 See FABC I trong FAPA I, trang 14, s6 12; trang 23, s6 20.
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Aloysius Pieris: Mgt Vai Pi¢m Son
trong Suy Tu Than Hoc

Trong céc van ki¢n chinh thitc cua Lién Hiép Cac Hoi
Pong Giam Muyc A Chau (FABC) trong sudt nam thap nién
qua tinh tir thoi diém thanh lap vao nam 1972, luén khang
dinh tinh da dang, da di¢n va da nguyén cua thyc tai ton gido
va van hoa. Thuyc tai da ton gido tai Chau A ditra nhiing cau
héi quan trong vé nguén géc, hién di¢n, muyc dich, y nghia
va gia tri giai thoat ctia cac thyc hitu dy. Pang khi thuc hanh
niém tin t6n gido cta minh, con nguoi tai A Chau van ludn
dau dau véi hang loat nhimg ciu hoi lién quan dén chiéu
kich thanh thiéng, chang han cac truyén théng tén gido co
lién hé gi v&i nhau? Ton gido ma toi thyc hanh co vai trod thé
nao trong tuong tac vdi cac ton gido khac? Dau la thai do ma
mat tin hiru nén c6 dbi voi tin do khac ton gido va véi mot
ton gido khac hién hiru ké can? Pieris dong gop mot 16i nhin
kha quan binh va c¢6i mo cho suy tu thin hoc va tam nhin
muc vy ngang qua ddi thoai trong sy hai hoa, bao dung, bd
tic va giao thoa tai A Chau.

D0i thoai trong boi cdnh da nguyén tén gido
(religious pluralism)

Nhiéu cudc tranh ludn than hoc vé cac ton gido xoay
quanh ba md hinh than hoc truyén thong niang nio trang Tay
Phuong: exclusivism (khai tru/loai trur), inclusivism (bao
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gdm/bao ham), va pluralism (da nguyén/da phuc). Tuy
nhién tinh loai trtr, doc ton va da nguyén ctia ba mé hinh nay

% Vao nam 1983, Alan Race di sir dung ba thuat ngit nay trong tic phim cua
ong Christians and Religious Pluralism: Patterns in the Christian Theology
of Religion dé luan ban cac mau thirc trong than hoc ton gi4o. Trong lich sir
Hoi Thanh cho dén thoi diém nay, ¢6 18 mau thirc “loai trir” ¢6 dnh huong
nhiéu nhat khi khing dinh rang Kit6 gido 1a ton gido dich thuc, doc nhét,
dung dén va khong sai 14m. Theo quan niém than hoc nay, chi c6 mot mac
khai, mgt vi ctru tinh duy nhit va mot ton gido dich thuc, tat ca ton giao khac
déu sai 1am. Dé ta dugc ctru do, nhat thiét phai tin vao Pt Giésu Kito 1a
mic khai duy nhit ctia Thién Chila. Mic khai 4y chi dwoc tim thay trong Kit6
gido ma thoi. Thé nén trong quéa khir da c6 nguai gidi thich cau ndi/cong thire
“khong c6 on ciru d§ bén ngoai Hoi Thanh” (Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus)
mot cach chat hep, khép kin, thiéu c6i mo va bi bop méo vé vi tri cua Hoi
Thanh trong chuong trinh ciru rdi cia Thién Chiia. Py 1a mé hinh liy Gido
Hoi 1am trung tam.

Quan diém ciia nhimg ngudi di theo cach tiép can inclusivism ldy Puc Kito
lam trung tim, thi tin rang Thién Chiia ciing méc khai qua cac ton gido khac,
tuy nhién Kitd gido van vuot trdi hon hin cac t6n giao khac do sy thong ban
tron ddy qua Pt Giésu Kitd va sy tic dong sung méan cua Thanh Linh. Noi
céc ton gido bit toan va dang do chi c6 mot phin chén ly/sy that cho dau
chan 1y va gia tri ctia cac ton gido ay hoan bi dén dau ching nita. Sy ctru do
van phai ngang qua Pirc Giésu Kitd, va cong trinh ctru do thyc hién noi Dirc
Kito khong mang tinh ca biét nhung phd quat. Thé nén vai tro trung gian cta
cac ton giao la tuy thudc vao Purc Kito.

Di xa hon huynh hudng inclusivism, quan diém pluralism ldy Thién Chua
lam trung tam, khing dinh khong c6 sy trdi vuot ciia mot ton gido so véi ton
gido khac. Tat ca cac ton gido déu co gia tri nhu nhau. Cac ton gido 16n trén
thé gidi c6 kha ning nhu nhau trong viée gitip con ngudi dat t6i chidu kich
siéu viét cua su ciru d9. Noi day, vai tro trung gian va céc gia tri ciru do noi
céc ton gido biét 1ap voi nhau. Nhitng ¥ kién di xa hon trong khuynh huéng
nay cho rang Thién Chua st dung nhiéu cach thé song song dé ban on ciru
d6. D nhién, trong mé hinh than hoc nay, vai tro trung gian ciru 6 duy nhat
va phd quat ciia Pirc Giésu Kitd s& lu mo hoan toan.
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duong nhu khong thich hop dé xay dung mot nén than hoc vé
céc ton gido tai A Chau vi vil tru quan va nhan sinh quan tai
noi niy dic trung voi nhimg tim kiém va dé cao su hai hoa.
FABC khang quyét rang: “Cac nén van hoa ton gido chau A
nhin nhan con nguoi, xa hoi va toan thé vil tru ¢6 quan hé mat
thiét va phy thudc 1an nhau.”?’ Ciing vy Thomas Fox nhan
dinh rang nguoi dan A Chau dé cao y niém “both a and b”
(ca avab) hon la “either a or b” (hodc a hoac b).?® Sy hai hoa
cho thay tinh ddc ddo va duy nhat cia mdi truyén thng ton
gido khong loai trir nhau, nhung bé tic lam nén su phong phu
trong sy thong nhit.

Bai vay, thay vi suy tu dua trén ba mo hinh truyén thng
ctia than hoc ton giao ké trén, Pieris dé& xuit mot cach tiép
can twong tng, voi bo ba “S” bao gdm: synthesis (tong hop),
syncretism (ho 16n/hdn hop), va symbiosis (cong sinh/dong
sinh), v6i hy vong mé hinh nay mang d¢am tinh A Chau hon,
tuong thich va dé d6n nhan hon trong tim thirc ngudi dan
Chau A.? Pang khi dit su hai hoa trong khac biét va bo tuc
14n nhau 1am nén tang, Pieris khong chép nhan su tron lan
giita cac yéu tb ton gido vi nguy co 16n 1a danh mat dic nét
va cdn tinh ton gido. Ca hai mo hinh hdn hop va tong hop
déu it nhiéu mang dic tinh ctia sy tron 1an va hoa tan nay. M6

7 FABC IV in FAPA I, trang 181, s6 3.1.10.

2% Xem Thomas Fox, Pentecost in Asia: A New Way of Being Church
(Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2002), trang xii-xiii.
¥ Aloysius Pieris, Fire and Water, trang 161.
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hinh hdn hop dugc hiéu ngang qua hinh anh mot ly cocktail,
noi d6 moi thanh phan thay d6i huong vi trong su tuong tac
voi nhitng thanh phan khac. Trong khi d6, mau thic tong
hop dién ta mot tién trinh trong ¢6 moi thanh phan ddnh mét
can tinh va dac trung riéng ctia minh dé tao nén mot hdn
hop hoan toan madi mé.*° Cho nén dbi v&i Pieris, hién hitu
cong sinh 1a cach tiép can phu hop nhat bao toan cin tinh
nhung lai gia ting su hoa hop, lién d6i va ddi thoai gitra cac
ton gido. Hién hitu dong sinh hay cong sinh ton gido, trong
quan diém cua Pieris, dién ta mot 16i séng v6i nhau, can co
nhau, d6i bén xac 1ap o nét hon vé can tinh cta chinh minh
nh¢ su dung nap va b tac cho nhau.’! Vi cai nhin coi mo
nay, su khac biét cia mdi ton gido trude day thudng bi cho
1a c6 “van dé va rai ro” vi hién hiru trong sy bat dung nap
v&i ton gido khac, thi Pieris da xem hi¢n hiru ké can nay nhu
1a an hué hon 14 van dé, co hoi hon 13 nguy co, va hudng loi
hon 14 bét loi. Trir phi cai toi ciia mdi ton gido dugc dit 1am
trung tdm diém cua hé quy chiéu thi sy ddng hién hitu méi
trg thanh van dé.

Van dé ndm ¢ hitu han tinh trong sy nhn thirc cua con
nguoi. Bat ky su nhan thirc nao cing déu giéi han do bi diéu
kién hoa trong mot mau thirc va anh huéng cia mot nén vin

30 Xem Aloysius Pieris, Fire and Water, trang 161.

31 Xem Aloysius Pieris, Prophetic Humour in Buddhism and Christianity:
Doing Inter-religious Studies in the Reverential Mode (Colombo: Ecumenical
Institute for Study and Dialogue, 2005), trang 77-78. Xem Aloysius Pieris,
Fire and Water, trang 161.
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hod, nhan sinh quan va vii try quan nhét dinh. Cu thé hon,
nhén thirc va hiéu biét cia ngudi tin hitu vé thuc tai than linh,
cach riéng 14 vé Piic Giésu Kitd, bi gidi han cdch nao d6 trong
khuén kho vin hoa, chinh tri va ngon ngit ciia Tay Phuong.
Nhung khong vi thé ma gia thiét su tréi vuot ciia mot ton
g140 hon mot ton gido khac, mot ngdn ngtr hon mot ngoén ngir
khac, hay tham chi cho rang nhiing ton gido khic nhau va
con ngudi khac nhau budc phai suy tu gidng nhau hay cam
thy gidng nhau.*? Chinh trong su khac biét co tinh bo tuc va
phong phu hoa, cac ton gido khac c6 thé giup Kitd hiru hiéu
biét hon va dao siu hon kinh nghiém vé chinh minh, vé mic
khai va cac khuon mat khac nhau ciia mau nhiém than linh.
Kham phé va dau phuc quyén lyc Thénh Linh tang 4n noi con
ngudi va lich sir, ton gido va vin hod, 1& nghi va phung tu,*
duoc xem nhu chia khod gitip mdi t6n gido hiéu hon chinh
minh va lam giau cho chinh minh.

Suy tu than hoc trong bdi canh da phirc van hoa va ton
gido, Pieris da xem x¢ét hai truyén thong ton gido khac biét 1
Kitd gido va Phat gido. Nhu da ndi ¢ trén, nét tinh tuy doc ddo
trong Kitd gido 1a agape, trong khi d6 kinh nghiém nén tang

32

Xem Aloysius Pieris, Fire and Water, trang 100-32.

3 Gido huan ciia Cong Pdng Vatican II trong hién ché muc vu Gaudium et Spes
(GS) va sic 1énh Ad Gentes (AG), ciing nhu thong diép Redemptoris Missio
(RM) xac nhén sy hién dién va hoat dong cua Chua Thanh Than trong tim
hdn mbi nguoi, trong lich stt, van hoa va tén gido. Xem GS, s6 10-11, 22, 26,
38,41, 92-93; AG, s6 3, 11, 15; RM, b 29.
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sy giai thoat cua cac Phat tir 1a gnosis.** Tuy nhién trong ca hai
truyén thong ton gido, hai chiéu kich giac ngd tinh (gnostic)
va kha mén tinh (agapeic) luon hién dién cung nhau cho diu
chung duoc dién dat ngang qua nhiing thuat ngit khac nhau.
Thé nén Pieris cho théy cudc ddi thoai cta Kitd hitu véi Phat
tu khong bao gio dugc tach biét hai thude tinh giac ngd va
kha mén. DBbi véi Kitd hiru, cudc ddi thoai ludn phai cung mot
ltic ‘khoi xuat® tir kinh nghiém nén tang ciia dirc ai Kitd gido
1a agape va ‘ciing v6i’ kinh nghiém nén ting nhan thic dugc
dién ta ngang qua ngdn ngir ciia Phat gido 1a gnosis. Diéu
ndy ciing hoan toan ding v4i Phat tir trong cudc doi thoai voi
Kitd hiru ciing doi hoi phai *khdi di’ tir kinh nghiém nén tang
cua minh la gnosis, va ‘cung voi’ kinh nghiém agape.*> Noi
cach khac, trong cudc doi thoai nay ngoai tinh tuy nén ting
agape thi cac Kit6 hitu can phai nhan thirc tim quan trong cua

3 Gnosis don thuan 13 sy “giac ngd, hiéu bit, tri tri, hay khai sang.” Phat gido
dap ting khat vong thdm sau cla con ngudi trong nd lyc tim kiém chén ly
giai thoat. Thé nén gidc ngd Phat gido duogc hiéu nhu 1a chiéu kich cua sy
tinh ngo 6c sang sudt, su kha1 mé tam tri khoi nhitng chi phdi, glam ham,
va diéu khién cta ngii doc vbn ludn tao nén ac nghiép: tham lam, sau han, vo
minh, ki€u cang, va ngo vuc (tham, san, si, man, nghi). Gnosis khac véi trao
luu (thuyét) ngd dao (gnosticism) sai lam da bi Giao Hoi Cong Gido tir thoi
so khai, cac thanh gido phu cho dén ngay nay phé binh va chdng lai khi lac
thuyét nay an minh duéi nhiéu hinh thirc, tw tuéng, va khuynh huéng khac
nhau. Ngd dao thuyét sai 1am & chd n6 nhan manh va ton vinh mét duc tin b
dong kin va tuyét dbi hoa trong cai y niém, kinh nghiém, kién thirc chu quan
clia con nguodi va xem d6 nhu tiéu chudn cua sy hoan thién, thé nén trao luu
nay hodc 1a gian lugc hodc 1a di ngugc lai nhing chan 1y nén tang ciia dirc
tin Cong Gido vé mac khai, chan 1y vé Thién Chua va vé con ngudi.

35 Xem lap luén ctia Aloysius Pieris trong Love Meets Wisdom, trang 110-19.
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agapeic gnosis (tri ngd kha mén). Sy hiéu biét vé chan 1y c6
tinh giai thoat 1a mot tdc nhan quan trong trong sy ctru do.
Tuong tu nhu thé, cac Phat tr can nhan thirc tim quan trong
khong thé thiéu ving ctia gnostic agape (Iong mén kha tri).
Chi v6i sy tac dong cua long mén va dit nén tang trén tur bi,
tri thirc méi dat toi sy truong thanh va hiéu biét dich thuc vé
chan 1y giai thoat. Nho véy, hai ton gido 16n ndy c6 thé gip
g@, d6i thoai va hanh dong chung.

Cau héi dugc dit ra 1a 1am sao Pieris ¢ thé dung hoa
gita sy cong sinh ton gido ma 6ng dé xuat véi xdc tin cia
Hoi Thanh vé vai tro ctiia Pic Giésu Kitd 1a Pang Ctu Do
duy nhat? N& lyc cua Pieris ¢6 thé xem nhu tuong hop véi
nhan dinh cua Michael Amalados rﬁng: “it ra 1a tai A Chau,
chung ta dang dan nhan thirc rd hon riang viéc rao giang vé
Puc Giésu Kitd noi day thi ¢6 phan khong giong nhu su rao
giang ctia Hoi Thanh.”* Pieris nhan manh dén cach thirc thuc
tién ctia viéc loan bao Tin Mimng. Yéu tb quyét dinh sy khac
biét Ay dén tir bdi canh da vin hoa va da ton gido. Thé nén néu
cong bd va rao giang Prc Giésu Kitd theo mot mau thirc cimg
nhic d timg nhiing chim, dong khung, va an ré sau trong vin
ho4 Tay Phuong thi chang khac nio 1a mot sy cam tu chan
Iy Tin Mung. Tin Mimg tu ban chét luon méi mé va day sirc
song. Hon nita, strc séng twoi tré va moi mé cia Tin Mimg

36 Michael Amalados, “Mission in Asia: A Reflection on Ecclesia in Asia,” trong
Peter Phan, ed., The Asian Synod: Texts and Commentaries (Marryknoll,
N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2002), 230.
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con ndy sinh tir sy twong tac va hdi nhap vao cai dac thu cua
con nguoi trong van hoa va ton giao.

Hon nita, Pieris khong dé dii d4nh dong hay cao bang
gitra hai hay nhiéu t6n gio. Pieris cling chang dé minh roi
vao sai lam ctia hoc thuyét trong ddi. Pieris ton trong can tinh
clia cac ton gido khac, ma dong thoi khong bao gio chdi bo
hay xem nhe tinh wu viét ctru d6 va tim quan trong thiét yéu
ctia bién ¢6 Chuia Giésu Kitd. Sy binh dang ngang nhau cua
mot s6 yéu t ton gido khong thé cao bang véi phuong thé
ctru d6. Joseph Ratzinger giai thich: “diéu thién hao hién dién
trong cac ton giao khac nhau mé ra nhitng con dudng dan dén
on ctru dd va dién ta nhu mot phﬁn hoat dong cua Than Khi
trong Chutia Kit6, nhung ban than cac ton giao thi khong.”’
Ciing vay Pieris x4c nhan rang: “Nhiing gi mic khai, ciru do
va bién doi déu dén tir Ngbi Loi.”* Ngoi Loi 1a con dudng,
1a sy that chic chan nhat din dua dén on ctru d6. Trong ngon
ngit dién dat cia Pieris, Pic Giésu Kitd 1a DPang hoan tat
nhitng hy vong canh chung tham sau nhat cia cac ton gido.
Cho nén, ching ta c6 thé hiéu ring miu thirc cong sinh cua
Pieris gia thiét mot sy bat ddi xting vé ca yéu tinh va chic
ndng. Noi cach khac, trong khi Gido Hoi xac tin hanh dong
ctru d6 duogc thyce hién duy nhat ngang qua bién cd Puc Giésu
Kito, céac ton gido khac co thé hién 16 nhiing ddc tinh b1 che

37 Joseph Ratzinger, Truth and Tolerance (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2004),
trang 80.

3% Aloysius Pieris, Fire and Water, trang 128.
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khuat vn khong duoc hay chua duoc to 16 rd rang ngang qua
Giao Hoi.
Doi thoai véi nguoi nghéo trong than hoc gidi phong

Nhu da dit van dé trong phan thir hai ban luan vé nén
tang tu tuong va phuong phap than hoc cua Pieris, thuc tai
ton gido ludn gin lién véi thuc tai ngudi nghéo tai A Chau.
Nguoi ngheo tach biét voi da phuc ton gido s€ khong con la
ngudi nghéo cua luc dia Chau A. Cho nén dbi thoai véi da
phirc ton gido ciing bao ham mot cudc déi thoai voi ngudi
nghéo. Thach d6 16n lao trudce tinh canh vo nhan dao ma 16p
ngudi nghéo phai ganh chiu do su bat cong ma xa hoi gy ra
da thuc day nhitng thao thirc dan than va khai sinh mot trao
luu than hoc giai phong tai A Chau tuong tu nhu & Chau My
Latinh. Nhiéu than hoc gia Chau M§ Latinh thap nién 60-70,
chang han Gustavo Gutiérrez, Juan Luis Segundo, Leonardo
Boft, Hugo Assmann, Segundo Galilea, Ruben Alves va Jon
Sobrino, di di tién phong trong nhitng suy tuw danh cho nhiéu
chu d¢ lién quan dén nguoi nghéo. Tai Chau A, Pieris di ¢6
nhitng déng gop gia tri cho than hoc va suy tu vé cong cudc
loan b4o Tin Mung trong nhiing hoan canh noi ma than minh
mau nhiém cua Puc Giésu Kitdé dang chiu xau xé, ri mau, va
bi dong dinh theo nhitng cach thurc khac nhau.

Pieris vach ra mot 16i néo suy tu vé giai phong bang cach
gap g&, hiéu biét va dién ta mau nhiém ctu chudc cia Chua
Giésu Kitd, Dang dd chiu phép rira hai lan: tai séng Giodan
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clia ton giao A Chau (the Jordan of Asian religion) va trén
d6i Canvé cia sy d6i nghéo A Chéu (the Calvary of Asian
poverty). Pieris thap nhap cac thuc tai A Chau vao ‘phép
ria’ ma Chua Giésu da thuc su chiu léy tai dong song Giodan
khi dén v6i Gioan Tay Gia va trén doi hién té Canvé,* dé
mang lai mdt y nghia méi mé, séng dong cho cac thyc tai
ay. Nguoi nghéo vé vat chat, tinh than va tim linh hién nay
ciing 1 khudén mit ngudi nghéo ‘vat chat va tam linh’ khi xwa
ma chinh Chtia Giésu da t hoa minh vao dong ngudi dy dén
song Giodan chiu phép rira. Dé dap lai 10i moi goi ngon sir
ctia minh, Chua Giésu ciing da phai d6i mat véi nhiéu luong
tu tuong ton gido truyén thdng cua Do thai gido, dién ta ngang
qua tu tudng, 161 sdng va chon lya cta nhimg nhom Nhiét
Thanh, Thuong Té, Biét Phai, Kinh Su, Xa Pdc,... Cho nén
c6 thé n6i rang Chua Giésu hién than noi nhiing con nguoi
nghéo tai A Chau ciing dang phai d6i dién, budc vao va dong
hanh ciing nhiing truyén thong t6n gido khac nhau.*' Hon nita,
phép rira hién té tai d6i Canvé khi xwa khong don thuan 1 céi
gid ma Chtia Giésu phai tra cho 101 rao gidng cia minh, nhung
d6 con 1a két qua cua nhimg hanh dong lién d6i v6i nguoi
nghéo va cach nao d6 dung cham téi quyén loi ciia nhing
nhom 1¢1 ich thoi do. Theo Pieris, Chtia Giésu tir bo nhiing
rang budc thé tran vé thé 1y va hon hét ngai t cdo, vach mat

% Xem Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, trang 45-50.
4 Xem Mt 3:13-15, Mc 10:35-40, Lc 12:50.
4 Xem Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, trang 46.
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sy thong tri ctia than tién (mammon), vén 13 thi nghich cua
Thién Chta va trai nghich véi nhitng gid tri cia Nude Troi
(Mt 6, 24).2

Pieris phac hoa dung mao ctia Chua Giésu nhu la: (1)
Lo1 Tinh Yéu ctua Thién Chua, (2) Hién than ctia Loi Tinh
Yéu cho con nguodi, (3) Loi htra giao udc cua Thién Chua
cho con nguoi, va Loi chong lai sy thng tri ciia mammon.*
Néu truyén thong Phat gido ké lai cdu chuyén giai thoat dudi
dang khai sang giac ngd (enlightenment) thi truyén thong Do
Thai-Kito gido ké lai né dudi dang giao udc (covenant) hay
6 thé goi cach khac 1a mot hi€p udce bao vé cia Thién Chia
gitip nguoi nghéo chdng lai than tién (mammon).* Nhu bao
nha than hoc giai phong khac, Pieris nhan thay rang Thién
Chaa “wu 4i va thién vi” nguoi nghéo. Trai dai suét Kinh
Thénh 12 nhiing trinh thuat nhan manh dén sy quan tam dic
bi¢t va cach riéng cta Thién Chua danh cho nguoi ngheo bi
b6 roi va loai trir, cac c¢o nhi, qua phu va khach ngoai kiéu.
Chinh Con M¢t Thién Chta Lam Nguoi cling da luon dung
vé phia nguoi nghéo, nhitng ngudi bi rudng bo va xa lanh,
nhitng nguoi bi xem 14 t6i 16i va dang khinh ché. Thé nén
Pieris xéc tin rang trong va ngang qua con ngudi Puc Giésu
Kitd, Thién Chua da ludn can thiép dé bao vé ngudi nghéo.

4 Xem Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, trang 49.

# Xem Aloysius Pieris, “Christ beyond Dogma: Doing Christology in the
Context of Religions and the Poor,” trong tap chi Louvain Studies s6 25
(2000), trang 192, 193, 217.

Xem Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, trang 120.

44
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Noi cach khac Puc Giésu Kitod 1a giao udc cua Thién Chua
vGi ngudi nghéo dé giai thoat ho.

Giao wdc nay co tinh bat ddi xtng.* Lich st ctru d6 bat
dau voi hanh dong ciia Thién Chua di budc trude trong viée
moi goi va thiét 1ap cac giao udc véi Noah, Abraham, Moses,
David, va ngang qua dan Israel vdi toan thé nhan loai. Giao
ude hién té dugc thiét 1ap trén thanh gia duy mot minh Chia
Giésu co6 thé dam nhan, con nguoi chi tham dy vao giao ude
ay trong tu cach ciia mot nguoi nhan lanh. Nhung ho lai
duoc chinh mau nhiém thap gia Ay moi goi dé nhén ra rang
“noi nao co thap gia, noi éy buc Kitd hién dién, ubi crux,
ibi Christus.” Canvé khi xua hién thuc hoa bang rat nhiéu
Canvé khac cua nhitng nguoi nghéo dang bi “dong dinh”
trong su nghéo khé giy ra boi bat cong, ap buc, boc 16t va
bach hai. Than minh ri mau cua ngudi ngheo 1a cau chuyén
cta thin minh mau nhiém Chua Giésu dang chiu dong dinh
ngay lic nay. Cho nén nhitng ai dugc tham dy vao giao udc

45 C6 thé tham khao thém nhimg luin ban vé sy bat ddi xing nay véi
Edouard Hamel, “Election-Covenant-Law,” trong René Latourelle and
Rino Fisichella, eds., Dictionary of Fundamental Theology (New York: The
Crossroad Publishing Company, 1995), trang 267-72. Joseph Ratzinger,
Many Religions - One Covenant: Israel, the Church and the World (San
Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1999). Va Jacques Dupuis, Toward a Christian
Theology of Religious Pluralism (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1997),
trang 223-34.

4 Aloysius Pieris, “Christ beyond Dogma: Doing Christology in the Context
of Religions and the Poor,” trang 199.
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Giésu Kitd thi khong thé tranh né mot giao két véi nguoi
nghéo dé quan tim va dung vé phia ho.

Hon nita, giao wdc tu ban chit 13 mot hanh dong yéu
khong diéu kién cia Thién Chua, cho nén Kitd hitu chi c¢6 thé
kinh nghiém tinh yéu giao udc ctru do nay ngang qua vi¢c
thyc thi bac ai.*’ Trong giao udc Giésu Kitd, Thién Chua da
giai phong con nguoi toan dién voi ca hai chiéu kich tran thé
va thiéng liéng,* va mdi Kit6 hiru dugc moi goi cong tac vao
cong cudc giai phong nay bang sy nghiém tac (praxis) mang
tinh Kit6 (Christopraxis).*’ Can tinh va on goi cta Kito hiru
1a budc theo Puc Giésu Kitd, khuon dic minh theo hinh mau
Giésu Kito va dé cho long mén kha tri duoc dién ta bang
nhitng hanh dong mang 14y tinh than giai phong Giésu Kitd.
Pieris khing dinh rang “s& 1a mot bat twong hop giita viéc tho
phuong Thién Chia dich thyc ma lai khong hanh dong khi doi

47 Xem Cudc phong van voi Aloysius Pieris thuc hién boi Dr. Georg Evers,
trong Encounters with the Word (Sti Lanka: Ecumenical Institute for Study
and Dialogue, 2004), trang 666.

8 Phuong dién tran thé dwoc thé hién ngang qua nhimg 16 ndi, vide 1am va cac
phép la kém theo ciia Chiia Giésu c6 tim anh huéng dén nhitng binh dién xa
héi, viin hoa va ton gido lac by gio. Tuy nhién, ban tim nén tang va tdi hau
nhét ciia Chia Giésu Kitd van 1a cong bd Tridu Dai Nude Thién Chua va loan
bao Tin Ming Nu6c Troi voi sy giai phong con ngudi tan cin khoi giam cam
va théng tri cia ti 16i — 1a quyén luc manh mé& nhit pha v& médi trong quan
cua ho véi Thién Chua va tha nhan.

Nghiém tac Kitd (Christopraxis) c6 thé dugc hiéu don thuan nhu 1a doi séng

cong doan Kito hiru trong tu cach la mon d€ dich thuc cua Chua Kitd. Xem

thém Jurgen Moltmann, The Way of Jesus Christ (Minneapolis: Fortress

Press, 1993), 41-42.
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mit voi bat cong.”® No6i cach khac, bude theo Puc Giésu va
tin vao Puc Gi€su ma khong hanh dong nhu Giésu trong lién
déi véi nguoi ngheo rot cude chi 12 mot chon lya que quat va
mot that bai cua duc tin.

Piém qua mot vai nét chim pha trong suy tu than hoc
cta Pieris dé tran trong nhitng dong gop quan trong ciia ong,
khi mé ra mot 161 néo cho nhiing ai thyc sy quan tdm va thao
thirc ¢6 thé chap chitng budc vao huyén nhiém than linh va
mau nhiém ctru d9, duge dién ta trong mdi lién hé khong thé
tach roi v6i thuc tai ba mat cia A Chau. Nhitng khuoén mau
ctia Tay Phuong, cho dau thiét yéu nhung von c6 thé xa la véi
tam thirc va nhan thirc ciia nguoi Chau A, da duoc Pieris dép
thit thém da bang nhiing chat liéu da dang va dic trung cia
A Chéu véi nhiing cudc dbi thoai trén binh dién da vin hoa,
ton gido va nguoi nghéo. Thong qua phuong phép tiép can
v6i sy nhin manh khia canh thue tién va dbi thoai, viéc séng
va dién ta duc tin tai ddy tré nén song dong, méi mé va tran
tré hy vong khi méi twong quan nén ting ciia A Chau duoc dé
cao voi su hai hoa, cd1 md, bao dung, don nhan, va dung nap.

Tinh phirc tap cta rat nhiéu hoan canh khac nhau tai Chau
A néi chung va tai Viét Nam no6i riéng khién cho viéc rao
giang Tin Mimg doi hoi ca hai yéu td ciia tinh toan ven va su
hoi nhap. Nguoi Kito hiru tai Viét Nam khong chi dang hién
dién giira nhitng thay doi nhanh chéng cta xa hoi, nhung ho

0 Aloysius Pieris, The Genesis of an Asian Theology of Liberation, trang 53.
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con duge moi goi dé bién do6i nhitng thay doi dé trong va
theo chiéu kich Tin Mimg. Str mang cia nhitng nguoi Kitd
hiru khong don thuan chi 13 ngudi cong bd va rao giang Tin
Mung da 1anh nhén, nhung con 1a hoi nhdp Tin Mung vao
trong cac thuc tai xa hdi va dé men Tin Mirng bién ddi céac
thyec tai thé tran dy. Ban chat ctia 10i rao giang Tin Mung thuc
su quan yéu, nhung cach thic loan bao lai linh dong. Cho
nén nhimg suy tu thin hoc cua Pieris c6 thé gop phan gitp
nguoi Kito hitu Viét Nam xem xét va quan ni€m lai cach thirc
dé viéc sdng va loan bao Tin Ming ludn bao ham cam thuy tri
thirc, nhay bén van hoa, bao dung duc tin, va y thirc phuc vu
nguoi ngheo.

Aloysius Pieris, S.J.
(1934 -)
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