HOP TUYEN

2
654
CAC THAN HOC GIA
DQNG TEN
THE KY XX-XXI

TAP I

NAM XXXIII (2023)



Bernard Lonergan!
va Y Nghia ctia Kinh Nghiém:
LOi bi Gilta Hai Cuc boan
Duy Tam Si¢éu Nghi¢m va Duy Thuic Ngay NgoO 2

Fergus Kerr, O.P.
Professor of Theology, University of Edinburgh

Dich gia: Vii Uyén Thi, S.J.

Bai viét nay duoc chuyén dich tir chuong 7 trong tac pham Twenty-Century
Catholic Theologians — From Neoscholasticism to Nuptinal Mysticism viét
boi Fergus Kerr (Malden, MA: Blackwell: 2007).

Tya nay do ngudi dich dat. Phai duy thuc ngay ngo, giéng nhu thé gidi cua
tré em chi cam dugc nhig cai tryc tiép, va khang dinh chiing c6 d6 ma quén
di sy kién tao cuia tam tri, va rdi kéo theo hdu qua la mot nén triét hoc va
than hoc khong doai hoai gi dén cac yéu t6 van hoa, lich si, coi chan ly va
sy vat nhu thé nhitng gi in thing vao tdm tri con ngudi vay. Nguoc lai, phai
duy tam siéu nghiém qua chu trong dén sy k1en tao cua tam tri (d1eu kién
siéu nghiém) dén do khong dam khing dinh gi vé thyc tai (khong biét duoc
vat tu than), dleu nay dan dén sy do dy trong viéc khang quyét cac chan 1y
va vi vdy lam mdi cho thuyét twong dbi va hoai nghi. Ciing chinh vi ly do
nay ma Gido Hoi, mot noi rao truyén cac chan ly chic chin, to ra rat lo ngai.
Lonergan da chon diém khéi cho minh 1a chinh sy kién con nguoi kién tao v
nghia qua kinh nghiém, qua ngdn ngit va cac cau chuyén ké. T nhitng kinh
nghiém con ngudi c6 nhu tré tho, con ngudi kién tao mot thé gioi khac, thé
gi61 cua y nghia va cling la thé gi61 cua chén ly, vi moi chén ly déu phai qua
hoat dong kién tao cia tam tri. Tat nhién trong thé giéi nay, tiéu chuin cia
chan Iy khong phai 14 tiéu chun cta khoa hoc thyc nghiém, ma xét cho cing
cing la duy nghiém ngdy ngd, nhung la sy giao thoa hay hoa quyén cia cac
chan troi, cua cac goc nhin, hay néi cach khac tiéu chuan 4y 1a ¥ nghia. Nhu
trong bai ong néi, “chi quan tinh dich thuc s& dan t6i khach quan tinh”.
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ohn Henry Newman, mat nam 1890, 13 nha than hoc Cong

gido ngudi Anh duy nhét c6 thé gia.® Mic du khong thanh
cong trong hau hét cac cong trinh ctia minh, tim quan trong
cta ong dbi v6i than hoc d3 duge nhan ra, trude hét boi cac
hoc gia Phap, rdi Puc va sau cing 1a Anh.* Du khong dugc
cac nha than hoc theo hudéng Tan Toma nhin nhén la nha than
hoc, Newman dd duogc cong nhan 1a nha suy tu hang dau tir
gitta thé ky XIX. Rat nhiéu sac 1énh cia Cong Pong Vatican II
dugc goi hig tir cac y tuong cia ong nhu viéc xay dung
gio thuyét ‘Ban vé viéc tham van v6i Gido Dan’, van dé tu
do luong tAm, va cac chii dé khac nita. Ong duoc ca tung nhu
1a “Nguoi Cha cua Cong Dong Vatican 11,5 Trong tién trinh
Vatican II, nguoi dong gop hiéu qua nhat thudc khoi tiéng
Anh 13 Basil Christopher Butler (1902-86), von 1a mot trong
nhitng thanh vién it 61 khong thudc hang giam muc cua Cong

3 John Henry Newman (1801-90) vao nim 1868 da dwoc moi lam nha than
hoc giao hoang chinh thire (c6 1€ theo goi y cua Duc Hong Y Paul Cullen).
Ngai da tir chdi véi Iy do qua gia (67 tudi) va du sao ciing khong phai la nha
than hoc. Ngai ciing tir chdi Pic Giam Muc Brown & Newport mudn nhiéu
lan dong hanh véi ngai.

4 Jean Guiton (1933), M. Nédoncelle (1946), Louis Bouyer (1952), Gottlieb
Sohngen (1946), H. Fries (1948); Hilda Graef (1967), Nicolas Lash (1975),
day méi chi la nhitg ngudi quan trong nhit ma thoi.

S Tuy véy, khong phai moi ngudi du ca tung: xem P. J. FitzPatrick (‘Egner’),
Apologia pro Charles Kingsley (London: Sheed and Ward 1969) and
‘Newman’s Grammar and the Church today’, in D. Nicholls and F. Kerr
(eds.) John Henry Newman: Reason, Rhetoric and Romanticism (Bristol:
Bristol Press 1991): 109-34. Dé doc céc bai luan tbt nhat nén xem lan Ker
and Alan G. Hill (eds.) Newman after a Hundred Years (Oxford: Clarendon
Press 1990).
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Pdng, lic dy dang 1a Cha tu vién truong ciia Dong Benedictine
nudc Anh.® BPugc 16n 1€n trong mot gia dinh vira Anh gido va
Cong gido, Butler tré thanh nguoi Cong gido sau khi da hoc
xong tai Oxford, phén 16n nho vao viéc doc Baron Friedrich
von Hiigel. Mot hoc gia Tan Udc ddy nang luc, thich thu véi
van dé nhat 1am, 6ng xem minh 1a ‘ké lac loai trong dong chay
chinh cia tu tuéng Cong gido’, mot phan 1a vi 6ng nhan thay
noi do co su ‘ddc tai cia Roma’: nhu t6i thay, van dé tap trung
hoa 1a vin dé dién hinh cua thoi dai san xudt hang loat, va
cling chinh vi vady ma gio ddy Roma da cé dugc mdt vi tri chi
huy dén muc can mot phép la mai c6 thé dao nguoc xu hudng
tap trung hoa trong Gido Hoi’.” Trong nhiing gi lién quan dén
Roma, Butler ¢6 cing quan diém véi Ronald Knox khi cho
rang mot thity tha kém tai thi phai tranh xa budng l4i. Ong
tiép can Cong DPong véi “nhidu diém bao hon 1a hy vong”, va
ong lo s¢ vé “mot lidu thudc khac nita lai dén tir chu nghia
doc tai”.® Tuy nhién, trong Cong Pdng Vatican II, Butler da
dong mot vai tro kha quan trong trong viéc soan thao va soan
thao lai vO van cac van ban. Mdc du ban than 6ng khong néi
gi vé diéu d6, nhung ng da soan thio mot van ban vé vai tro
cta Pirc Trinh Nit Maria trong ky hop thir hai (1963), diéu
nay da giup bao dam duogc tinh da s6 dé dua tai liéu Pac Me
vao tai liéu vé Gido Hoi. Loi tuong thudt cia ong vé than hoc

¢ Puogc chi dinh lam trg td Gidm Muc Westminster nam 1966.
7 A Time to Speak (Southend-on-sea: Mayhew-McCrimson 1972): 139.
& Ibid., 141
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ctia Cong Ddng 12 tai liéu hay nhat bang tiéng Anh xét & goc
do nguoi tham gia.’

Giéng nhu nhiéu nguoi khac, Butler mang on Bernard
Lonergan rat nhiéu noi cac nghién ctru cia minh. Nam 1958,
ong phat hién ra quyén Insight. Ty cho minh khong phai 1a
mot triét gia hay thdm chi la mot nha than hoc, Butler nhan
thdy rang tac pham nay da chita 6ng khoi can bénh luén “cam
thdy kho chiu” khi hoc vé thuyét Tan Toma.' Mic du cho
dén nay 1a nguoi 1i lac nhat va nha than hoc Cong gido c6
anh huong trong thé gioi noi tiéng Anh, véo thoi diém do, ban
than Lonergan chi dong gop mot phan nhé vao cac hoat dong
ctia Cong Pong Vatican 11.

Sinh ngay 17 thang 12 nam 1904 tai Buckingham, mdot
ving néi tiéng Anh & Quebec, Lonergan mat ngay 26 thang
11 nam 1984 tai Pickering, Ontario."" Cha 6ng, mdt sinh
vién tot nghi¢p Pai hoc McGill, khoa co khi, nguoi Canada
géc Ireland thé hé tht ba. Me ong, mdt sinh vién DPai hoc
Dominica, 1a hdu du¢ cua mot trong nhitng gia dinh nguoi
Anh di cu 1én phia bac khi cac thudc dia cia My ndi day vao

The Theology of Vatican II, Sarum giang tai Oxford 1966, published 1967,
béan hi¢u dinh va mé rong 1981 (London: Darton, Longman and Todd): 6ng
két bai viét bang ba yéu t6 vé ton gido, nhu trong Loi Twa ciia Newman viét
nam 1877 cho Via Media.

10 Time to Speak: 134.

Chuong nay dya nhiéu vao cac thong tin 1y tir trang web ctia Lonergan www.

lonergan.on.ca va quyén sach tuyét voi cia Richard M. Liddy, ¢ Transforming

Light: Intellectual Conversion in the Early Lonlergan (Collegeville, MN:

Liturgical Press 1993).
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nam 1776. Ong theo hoc truong ndi tri Dong Tén & Montreal,
noi ong cho réng da nhan dugc cung mat nén giao duc ma
Dong Tén da day tur tho1 Phuc Hung.

Nam 1922, 6ng vao Dong Tén, Tinh Dong Canada. Nam
1926, 6ng hoc triét hoc tai Pai hoc Heythrop, luc do con ¢ g?m
Oxford. Ong thay céc sach giao khoa tiéng Latinh déu di theo
dinh hudng tu twdng cta than hoc gia Francisco Sudrez.'> Vi
gi4o su than hoc ty nhién, mot nguoi theo hudng cia Suarez,
dang 18 kinh Thanh Toma Aquind trang trong dén muc thai
qua.” Vi gido su siéu hinh hoc, nguoi ¢6 nhitng nhiém vu
khéc, lai chi giang ba bai trong ca nim — diéu nay c6 nghia
1a cang d& mat cong dé tong khir nhimg thtr da hoc ra khoi
dau (which meant less to unlearn). Riéng minh, Lonergan da
doc Newman, dac bi¢t 1a An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of
Assent. Trong sudt mot nam tai Pai hoc London, ong da phat
hién ra quyén Introduction to Logic cua H.W.B. Joseph.'* D6

12 Theo Liddy, tai liéu doc tiéu biéu gdm c6 sach gido khoa cta Juan José
Urraburu (1844-04), Giésu hitu Tay ban nha, ngudi ndi bt trong viéc phuc
hung Téan Kinh vién do Purc Leo XIII khéi xudng: Institutiones philosophia
(Valladolid: 1: Logica 1891; III: Cosmologia, 1892; IV: Psychologiae
part 1, op.1894; V Psychologea: part 2, 1896; VI: Psychologie part 2 1986
(continuation), 1898; VII: Theodiceae: vol, 1, 1899; VIIL: Theodiceae, vol 11,
1900), va Compendium Philosophiae Scholasticae 5 vols (Madrid 1902-4).

13 Suarez ing hd Aristotle va Thanh Téma, vi thé ai theo truong phai Suérez s&
rat ton sung Thanh Téma.

4 Horace William Brindley Joseph (1867-1943) day tai Oxford 1891-1932.
Ong dugc nguoi ta nhé nhiéu boi nhimng dong gop cho than hoc luan
Iy, Some Problems in Ethics (1930) va tac pham vé Leibniz, edited by
J.L Austin (1949).
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1a viéc huan luyén cua Lonergan trong nhiing gi dwoc goi
1a triét Tan Toma. Ong khong duoc gidi thiéu doc tac pham
ctia chinh Thanh Téma. Ong rat biét on vi nhiing cudc thao
ludn vé toan hoc véi Charles O’Hara.'® Trén thyc té, ong da
tu hoc triét.

Nam 1933, Lonergan hoc than hoc tai Pai hoc Gregorian
& Roma. Co mot sb hoc gia xuét sac trong khoa vao thoi diém
d6. Tuy nhién, Lonergan dudng nhu di tiép tuc lam theo
cach riéng cua minh. Ong dd méc no véi tac pham cua Peter
Hoenen.'¢ Trong mon hoc vé Nhap Thé, ong phét hién ra rang
Thanh Téma c6 diéu gi d6 dang dé hoc hoi.

Lonergan day cac tu s Dong Tén tré ¢ Canada tir ndm
1940 dén nam 1953. Pugc goi trd lai Roma, ong day tai Pai
hoc Gregorian cho dén khi tir chirc vi 1y do strc khoe vao nim
1965. Ong di danh nhitng ndm cudi cing cta cudc doi lam
vige tai truong Boston (Boston College), tham gia vao phéan
tich kinh té vi md vé cic quy trinh san xuat hién dai va luu
thong tién té, dé trd lai voi s thich ban dau cua ong.

15 Ciing chinh cha O’Hara bi Wittgenstein cham biém vi da coi c4c phat biéu vé
ton gido giéng nhu cac gia thuyét khoa hoc, Lectures and Conversati, edited
by Cyril Barrett S.J. (Oxford: Oxford University Press 1966): 57-9.

16 Anthony Kenny, ngudi tham dy cac bai giang cuia 6ng 20 nam sau do, da
xem tac pham La Théorie de jugement selon S. Thomas d’Aquin 1a mot
trong hai tdc phim ‘cho téi nay’ mang lai sy soi sang nhidu nhét cho triét
hoc vé tam tri (mind) cua Thanh Téma, quyén con lai 1a tic phdm Verbum
cua Lonergan; xem Aquinas on Mind (London and New York: Routledge
1993): Preface
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Lonergan va Chu Nghia Duy Nghiém Anh

Trong tuyén tap nay, ngoai Karol Woijtyla, Lonergan
thue su 12 mot triét gia hon bat ky ai khac. That vay, Hugo
Meynell da xép Lonergan vao danh sach “céc nha triét hoc
duong dai bac nhét”, mic du ong cling bi coi 1a “nguoi bi
ling quén nhiéu nhat cho dén nay”."” Insight chi it “thudc
trong sb sau tc pham triét hoc quan trong nhat da xuit hién
trong thé ky nay”. Nghién ctru sy hiéu biét cua con nguoi 1a
cach dé xac dinh ban chat co ban cua thé gisi duoc tiét 16 cho
su hiu biét do.

Tt nhién, day la diém xuat phat cua cac nha duy nghiém
c¢6 dién Anh nhu Locke, Berkeley va Hume; nhung nhiing
két qua siéu hinh ma Lonergan tao ra, khong can phai néi,
hoan toan khac v&i ho. Theo Meynell, ké tir thoi Hume va
Kant tr¢ di, trat ty kha tri ma chung ta thay noi thé gidi duoc
cho 1a do hoat dong cua tam tri con nguoi; thuc vay, trat tu
kha tri Ay c6 thé duogc suy ra 14 co d6 13 vi ching ta da ap dat
mdt khung khai niém trong qua trinh hiéu né. Pang khac,
Lonergan lai cho rang, ‘ca nhitng hién twong ma chung ta trai
nghiém va mo hinh kha tri ma cac hién tuong d6 gin vao déu
1a nhimg khia canh cta thé gidi khach quan ma con ngudi
tiép nhan’ — Meynell ndi tiép, thé gidi van sé ton tai ‘ngay ca
khi khong c6 sinh vat thong minh nao tim hiéu no’. Do do,

17" Hugo A. Meynell, An Introduction to the Philosophy of Bernard Lonergan
(London: Macmillan 1976): 1.



68 Hop Tuyén Thdn Hoc - S6 54

viéc tim hiéu xem thé gidi nhu thé nao va thé gisi 1a gi khong
chi lién quan t6i viéc tim hiéu vé ban chat ciia ngudi biét ma
con vé moi thir vn co d6 dé chiing ta biét.

Tuy Meynell khong dé cap dén Newman va H. W. B.
Joseph, nhung chinh nho qua trinh nghién ctru k§ vé Ngir
Phdp cia Newman va Logic ciia Joseph ma Lonergan d hiéu
dwoc chii nghia duy nghiém Anh va cac van dé cua nd. Trude
nam 1914, boi canh triét hoc tai Oxford bi F.H. Bradley chi
phéi theo kiéu hodc nhu mot khuén mau dé noi theo hodc
nhu mot muc tiéu dé tan cong. J. Cook Wilson dé lanh dao
viéc chong lai chii nghia duy tim Tan Hegel; va ong d3 gir
ghé chu tich Logic tir nim 1899 dén khi qua doi nam 1915.
Joseph nén dugc coi 1a mot nhan vat chinh trong cudc ndi day
ctia chii nghia hién thyuc trong thé hé nhimg nguoi theo chu
nghia hi¢n thuc Oxford hay con goi 1a ‘Cook Wilsonians’-
nhitng nguoi theo chu truong cua Cook Wilson. Di sén cua
Cook Wilson tai Oxford chac chan 1 anh huong cta 6ng doi
véi chu nghia tryc giac dao duc (ethical intuitionism). Chung
ta c6 thé khing dinh ring, thong qua Logic cua Joseph, di
san cia Cook Wilson trong nhan thirc luan da dugc Lonergan
tré tudi ké thira. Cudc tan cong vao cha nghia duy tdm siéu
hinh (metaphysical idealism) ndy bat ngudn tir sy ton trong
ngon ngir thong thuong. Cook Wilson nhan manh rang khong
dugc bo qua cac khac bi¢t (distinctions) hién c6 trong ngdn
ngit hang ngay. Ping hon, nhiém vy cta nha triét hoc 1a phai
xac dinh dugc vi¢e st dung binh thudng cia mot kiéu noi
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(expression), mdt nhi¢m vu von doi héi phai trung dan vo
s6 vi du. Hon nita, dé chéng lai chu nghia duy tam, Cook-
Wilson da c6 nhiing 1ap luan dé bao vé su phan biét 0 rang
gitra tri thirc va cac dbi tugng cua tri thirc; bao vé thuc tai
tinh noi cdc mdi twong quan, va bao vé ¥ tudng vén cho ring,
trong luan 1y (logic), ching ta khong quan tim dén cac phan
doan (judgments) xét nhu 1a sy dién ta hanh vi phan doan
trong tam tri (expression of mental acts of judging), nhung
quan tim téi nhitng phat biéu (statements) von co thé 1a biéu
hién cua nhiing ‘hanh vi da dang cta tam tri’ (nhu hiéu, tin,
gia dinh, suy doan).

Tu Hoc Thuyét Toma

Pong luc thic ddy Lonergan nghién ciru Thanh Téma
thoat tién co vé ky la vi dén tir mot bai bio do Hoenen viét
(bang tiéng Latinh) vé ban chat ctia hinh hoc:

Vao nam 1933, toi d3 bi 4n tugng bdi maot bai viét ctia Peter
Hoenen trong Gregorianum cho rang tri ning (intellect)
triru xuat khoi hinh anh noi tdm tri (phantasm) khong chi
cac diéu kién (terms) ma con ca mdi lién hé giita chung.
Ong cho rang d6 chic chin 1a quan diém cua Cajetan va
¢6 18 1a ctia Thanh Toma. Sau do, ong quay tré lai chu dé
nay, dau tién 1ap luén réng triét hoc Kinh vién can mot ly
thuyét vé tri thire hinh hoc va thit hai 14 tao ra cac minh hoa
hinh hoc khac nhau nhu dai Moebius vén phu hop véi quan
diém cua 6ng rang khong chi cac diéu kién (terms) ma ca



70 Hop Tuyén Than Hoc - S6 54

mdi lién hé (nexus) déu bi triru xuat khoi hinh anh noi tam
tri (phantasm).'®

Poan van trén hau nhu khong thé hiéu dugc dbi voi nhimng
nguoi chua bao gio tiép xuc véi triét hoc Tan Toma. Tém lai,
quan diém ctia Hoenen 1a cac nguyén tic toan hoc khong thé
dugc riat ra, nhu cac nha Tan Kinh vién thuong hiéu, chi tir
viéc phan tich cac diéu kién (terms) cua cic nguyén tic do.
Chang han, 1am thé nao chung ta biét tong thé thi 16n hon
thanh phan? Cac nha Tan Kinh vién giai thich nhimg kién thirc
do c6 dugce 1a nho sy so sanh gitra cac khai niém (concepts),
ch?mg han nhu “toan bo”, “thanh phﬁn”, “lén hon”. Nguoc
lai, Hoenen cho rang nhitng nguyén tic hiéu biét phai bat
ngudn tir cai nhin sau sic hay truc giac (insight) vé hinh anh,
hay ‘phantasm’, néu dung biét ngr, cung v6i su hiéu biét vé
‘mdi quan hé (nexus)’, hay twong quan (relationship), giita
cac diéu kién (terms). Vay thi kinh nghiém, thuc ra la kinh
nghiém c6 tinh hinh dung (imaginative), can thiét cho su triru
tuong clia cac nguyén tic phd quat.

Bai viét ciia Hoenen huéng Lonergan toi Thanh Toma,
chang han trong Tong Ludn Than Hoc, mot nhan xét ma 6ng
thuong trich:

18 4 Second Collection: Cdc bdi viét ciia Bernard J.F Lonergan S.J., William
EJ. Ryan S.J. and Bernard Tyrell S.J. bién soan (London: Darton, Longman
and Todd 1975): 266-7; xem ‘A Note on Geometrical Possibility’, in The
Modern Schoolman 27 (1949-50): 124-38, duogc in lai trong Collection: Cac
bai viét ciia Bernard J.F Lonergan S.J., F.E. Crowe S.J. bién tap, (London:
Darton, Longman and Todd 1967): 96-113.
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Mbi ngudi ¢ thé kiém ching diéu nay trong kinh nghiém
ctia minh: mdi khi chiing ta ¢ ging hiéu diéu gi d6, ching
ta hinh thanh trong dau nhimg hinh anh tm tri (phantasms)
ngang qua cac vi dy, va trong nhitng hinh anh noi tam tri nay
chiing ta nhin vao nhitng gi ching ta muén hiéu. Ciing cing
1y do trén khi chung ta mudn ai hiéu diéu gi d6 chung ta cho
ho nhing vi du ma nho @6 ho c6 thé xay dung nhimng hinh
anh cho ho dé giup ho hiéu."

Nhiéu nam sau d6, trong quyén Insight, Lonergan da phat
trién diéu nay. D6i voi Thanh Téma, tAm tri (mind) hiéu duogc
diéu kha tri (the intelligible) ngang qua cam nhan giac quan
va tim tri nim bat dugc cai phd quat ngang qua cai riéng
biét (the particular).?’ John Dons Scotus, qua viéc bac bo khai
ni¢m truc giac d6i v6i cam nhan giac quan, lai gian lugc hanh
vi hiéu (understanding) vao viéc thay dugc méi lién hé gitra
cac khai niém. Nguoc voi diéu nay, tién trinh di dén viéc hiéu
biét khong phai 14 mot ‘cd may siéu hinh, mot dau cit nho
cac manh hinh anh (phantasm), va dau kia cho ra cac khai
ni¢m’. Tam tri (mind) khong phéi 1a mot ‘hdp den’, noi co
du vao 13 cac cam nhan gidc quan va dau ra 1a cac tir ngir
hay khai niém. Nguoc lai, viéc hiéu 12 mét tién trinh c6 v
thirc ctia viée ‘ndm bét duoc (grasp) diéu kha tri trong cai kha
giac (the sensible)’. D¢ nhan ra diéu nay chiing ta chi can chu
v dén cach thé chung ta thyuc su hiéu; nhu Thanh Téma néi,

¥ Summa Theologiae, 1.75.

20 Insight: A Study of Human Understanding (London: Longmans, Green and
Co. 1957): 406.
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‘mdi ngudi c6 thé kiém chimg diéu nay bang kinh nghiém ciia
minh’. Tuy nhién, Lonergan cho rang Scotus nghi vé tri thirc
khong nhu mét tién trinh tich lity va 1am nén cac phan doan,
nhung nhung 1a viéc ‘nhin xem’ (‘taking a look”).*!

Chu Nghia Toéma Siéu Nghiém?
(Transcendental Thomism?)

Lonergan thuong duoc coi 1a chuyén gia giai thich vé
thuyét Téma siéu nghiém.? Tuy nhién mot lan nita, trong khi
diéu nay ro rang 1a mot yéu tb trong cac bai viét ciia ong,
Lonergan lai viét:

Vig¢c phat trién triét hoc cua toi di tir Newman t&i Augustine,

tir Augustine dén Plato, va sau d6 toi duoc dan dén véi thuyét

Toma qua mot nguoi Hy Lap, Stephanos Stephanou, nguoi

hoc triét voi Maréchal. Nho noi chuyén véi ngudi nay ma

1an déu tién t6i hiéu Thanh Téma, va thiy noi ngai c6 diéu
gi ddy dang dé hoc.?

Noi cach khac, ngudi ban Giésu hitu Hy Lap, von da
hoc ¢ Louvain, d4 noi véi Lonergan vé tu tudng ciia Joseph
Maréchal, va bo tac pham nam quyén cta ong Diém Khéi ciia
Siéu Hinh Hoc (Le Point de départ de la métaphysique). Tac

21 Tbid.: 372

2 Mic du David Tracy, trong mot nghién ciru ciia minh (d4 1au nhung chwa 16i
thoti), The Achievement of Bernard Lonergan (New York: Herder and Herder
1970), ghi chu rang no6i cho ding thi Lonergan khong phai 1a nguoi theo
truong phai Maréchal: 28-9.

B A Second Collection: 264-5.
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pham nay c6 muc dich ndi lai khoang cach gitra tu tudng cia
Thanh Toma va thuyét duy tdm Kant vén thdng tri triét hoc
luc dia.

Ddi voi Maréchal, tu tuong ciia Thanh Téma c6 thé hoan
tat ‘budc ngoat siéu hinh tro vé v6i chu thé’ do Kant khoi sy.
Mot ‘phé binh vé tri thirc’ (cua Kant), dugc thuc hién nhu
viéc chi d ra ‘cac dicu kién clia kha thé tri thie’, da tiét 10
cac hinh thai (forms) va pham tri (categories) ctia viéc hiéu
biét noi con nguoi, nhung khong tiét 16 cac kha thé cua tri
thire khach quan. Tri thirc khach quan chi mang tinh kha thi
khi dya vao truc gidc tri nang (intellectual intuition), va vi
Kant xét thay khong c6 truc gidc nao nhu thé noi con nguoi,
6ng da khang dinh con ngudi khong co tri thire khach quan.
Trong quyén thtr ndm, dinh diém ctia sy dbi choi gitta Téma
va Kant, Maréchal cho rang Kant tro thanh nha duy tam 1a vi
Kant da khong nhét quan trong chinh cac suy tu siéu nghiém
cta minh vé diéu kién tién thién (a priori) cta tri thirc con
nguoi. Hanh vi biét (knowing) la mot hoat dong, mot chuyén
dong, mot xu hudng tién téi dich.

Maréchal qua quyét rang viéc phé binh tri thire da cho thay
tinh nang dong khach quan (objective dynamism) cua tri thirc
con ngudi, dé cubi cing kién tao nén cac phan doan khach
quan vé hién hiru. Néi cach khac, nhu sau nay Lonergan viét,
‘chii quan tinh dich thyc (authentic subjectivity) luon dan t6i
khach quan tinh (objectivity)’.
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Hoc tro cua Toma, khi doc 6ng cho ding, thi khong gi
phai sg viéc phé binh tri thire ciia Kant: trai lai, khi hiéu cach
triét dé va tan can, viée phé binh éy mang chung ta trd lai voi
cac lap truong si€u hinh hoc cta Aristotle va Toma, khi nhirng
1ap truong nay duoc hiéu cho chung.

Trong nhitng nam 20 cua thé ky XX, viéc ‘tré vé véi chu
thé’ 14 mot bude di nguy hiém trong bau khi ma tu tudng
Cong gido dang ra strc bai hién dai (anti-modernist) cach dién
cudng. Nhitng ai mon men vdi viéc trd vé v6i chi thé thudng
bi két an 1a da hi sinh tinh khach quan cua tri thirc con nguoi.
R& rang 14 ¢6 nguy co di dén cting mot 1ap truong nhu Kant
va nhiéu nha tu twéng tiy phuong sau 6ng, d6 14 1ap truong
duy tam siéu nghiém. Noi s¢ & day 1a mot khi da ‘hudng vao’
thi khong thé ‘hudng ra’ duoc nira. Khi 4y khong c6 kha ning
thoat duoc vong kiém téa cta chii quan tinh. Cau hoi dau tién
ctia Iy thuyét vé tri thirc ciia Tan Kinh vién 1a cach thé di tur °y
thire” t6i “thé gidi bén ngoai’. Lay khoi diém tir viéc phan tich
cac hoat dong nhan thirc, ching ta s¢ rat dé roi vao nguy co
khién chung ta mic ket trong dau va khong thoat ra duge. Giai
phap don so 1 13y lai khing quyét cho rang ‘thyc tai (being)
1a nhiing gi tdm tri biét’, ens est primum cogitum. Cac triét
thuyét vé nhan thic lién quan dén Descartes, Kant va nhimng
nguoi tiép ndi, phai gat qua mot bén.

Lonergan dd dugc tiém ngtra chong lai nguy co nay nhd
viéc som chr?ip nhan chu nghia duy thyc ctia Cook-Wilson.
Mit khic co nhiéu diéu ddng dé hoc tir Aristotle va Thanh
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Toma. Phan 16n doc 1ap voi Maréchal, Lonergan bét dau thay
rang van dé nbi lién khoang cach giita y thirc (consciousness)
va thuc tai can gia thiét mot sy hiéu biét vé tri thirc con
nguoi mang tinh d6i khang cao, dwoc hiéu nhu 1a sy d6i dau
(confrontation). Nhu Lonergan viét trong Insight: ‘Hegel va
Scotus cach xa nhau ndm tram ndm. Nhu s& xuat hién trong
thdo luan ciia ching ta vé phuong phap siéu hinh, khoang
cach thoi gian dang chu y iy phan 16n dwoc danh cho viéc
tim ra, qua nhiéu phuong thé khac nhau, cac kha thé cua viéc
cho rang viéc hiéu (knowing) bao gdm viéc nhin xem’.?*
Noi cach khéc, theo tu tudng chu dao ciia Maréchal dugc
Stephanou nghién ngim, Lonergan di thay rd rang tri thirc
con nguoi mang tinh tranh bién (discursive): ‘chinh ngang
qua Stefanu [sic], vi mot tién trinh hip thy, chir khong phai
qua viéc vat 1on vdi nam quyén sach d0 s kia ma toi da hoc
dé noi vé tri thirc con ngudi khong phai theo kiéu truc gic
(intuituve) nhung theo kiéu tranh bién (discursive) véi thanh
t (component) mang tinh chat quyét dinh trong phan doan’ s

Viéc phé binh ctia Lonergan doi véi lap truong cua
Gilson* tap trung vao ‘chu nghia duy tri giac (perceptionism)’
cua Gilson. Gilson cho rang hoat dong nhan thirc (cognitional
activity) bi giéi han vao céc hién tugng; tri giac 1a mot cach
thé ma nhd dé6 ‘hoat dong nhén thuc dat dugc tinh khach

2 Insight: 372.
% A Second Collection: 265.

% In Gregorianum 1963, dugc in lai v6i twa ‘Metaphysics as Horizon’,
Collection: 202-20.
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quan’.?’ Lonergan da trich nhiing trang Gilson viét nhu sau:
‘viéc hiéu thyc tai nho tri ning (intellect) bao gdbm viéc thdy
duoc cach truc tiép noi cac dir kién kha giac moi khai niém
vé thuc tai’.

Thé Gié6i xét nhu Ngon Ngit
(The World as Language)

Trong quyén Insight, trong khi giai thich vé cach thé con
nguoi dat dugc cai hiéu (understanding), Lonergan khong
chi phan tich cac ¥ tudng triét hoc dwong thdi va mang tinh
lich sir, nhung con phan tich ca nhimng phat trién méi nhat
cua toan hoc, ciia khoa hoc tu nhién va xa hdi cling nhu than
hoc; ong ciing 1am mot nghién ctru thau ddo vé ¥ thirc chung
(common sense).

Mot khé khan d6i voi hau hét ngudi doc d6 13 ndm chwong
dau cla tic pham Insight néu 1én van dé vé ban chit cua tri
thtrc, hay su tim kiém cua tri nang vai cac vi du duoc léy hau
hét trong lanh vuc toan va vat 1y. Chuyén qua chuong sau
ching ta gip vo van cac vi du vé sy thong minh trong doi
song thuong ngay — ‘sin sang dé bat dugc nhip, ndm duoc
diém chinh yéu, théy duoc van dé, ndm duogc nguy, biét dugc
cach thé (know-how)’%- khong thé hoc néu khong cé viée
giang day — ‘viéc thong tri cua truc gidc’ — ‘né cho thay cac

7 Collection: 208. Trudc ddy, ong da doc va cho nhan xét vé tac phdm Being
and Some Philosophers cua Gilson trong Theological Studies 11 (1950),
122-5.

B Insight: 173.
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goi ¥, cac ddu chi, gitip dan toi truc gidc. NO hip dan su chu
y dé xua di cac hinh anh gay chia tri chin ngang con dudng
di dén truc giac’ — ‘Noi chuyén la mot ngh¢ thuat can ban cua
con nguoi’ — ‘chiing ta nhin xem (watch) dé thay duogc cac su
viéc duge lam nhu thé ndo’ — ‘con ngudi khong chi duoc sinh
ra voi mot dong luc bam sinh dé tim toi va hiéu biét; ho dugc
sinh vao mot cong dong vén sé hiru mot quy chung céc ciu tra
10 da duoc kiém tra’ va van van — y thirc chung’.

Pén nam 1972, Lonergan khang dinh rang chung ta hién
hitu, khong chi trong thé giéi tré tho cua nhiing cai truc tiép
(the infant’s world of immediacy), nhung con hién hiru trong
mot thé gi61 rong lon hon rat nhiéu, mot thé gi61 duogc hiéu
qua trung gian y nghia (a world mediated by meaning).?

Lonergan khoi sy v6i dit kién rd rang va don gian rang tré
tho thi khong noi trong khi ngudi 16n thi noi. Noi cach khéc,
trong muc do tré tho khong néi, chung khong song trong thé
gi6i duoc hiéu qua trung gian (mediated) ngdn ngit. ‘Thé gidi
cta chung 13 thé gidi cua nhiing cai truc tiép, cua hinh anh
va am thanh, cua mui va vi, cia dung cham va cam giac, cta
vui va budn’. Khi chung hoc noi, ching dan dan bi kéo vao
mot thé gidi noi d6 bao gdm ‘qua khtr va tuong lai ciing nhu
hién tai, cai co thé, cai gén ding va cai hién thyc, quyén loi
va nghia vu cling nhu cac dit kién thuc t&”. ‘Do 1a mot thé gioi
duogc lam phong pht bdi cac cau chuyén cua nguoi di du lich,
cac cau chuyén ké va huyén thoai, bi van chuong va triét 1y,

2 A Second Collection: 239-61.
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khoa hoc, bai ton gido, than hoc va lich st’.*° Tuy nhién d6
cling la mot thé gidi noi do ‘ngoai cac dir kién thuc té€ con co
di€u giad tudng, ngoai chan 1y con co sai 1am, ngoai khoa hoc
con ¢o6 huyén thoai, ngoai sy chan thyc con cé gia doi’.

Hau nhu chiing ta ctr song ma khong dit cac cau hoi triét
hoc vé viéc 1am thé nao ma nhimg diéu dy c6 thé hoat dong
chung véi nhau dugc. Tuy nhién, cac triét gia c6 dit van dé,
nhung hau nhu, theo Lonergan thay,

Ho ¢6 xu hudng di sau vao mé bong bong noi chinh ho, ho
b6 qua sb nam ho hoc dé biét noi, bo qua su khac biét gitra
thé giGi tré tho cua cai truc tiép va thé gioi ngudi 16n von
duoc hiéu qua trung gian y nghia, roi ho trd vé véi thoi tho
au cua ho, va xdy dung cho minh nhiing giai phap au tri cho
rang diéu chan thyc (the real) 13 cai dwoc cho ngang qua
kinh nghiém tryc tiép.*!

Hé qua 1a: ‘ho s& noi rang, viéc biét (knowing) 1a van dé
¢6 duogc cai nhin tét (taking a good look); tinh khach quan 1a
viéc théy duoc cai co d6 von can duge théy; thuc tai 1a bat ctr

diéu gi c6 dugc nho kinh nghiém truc tiép.’>

Day la ‘chu nghia duy thuc ngay ngd’ hay ‘chu nghia duy
nghiém’. Nha duy nghiém 1an 16n giira céc tiéu chuan dé biét
thé gi6i dugc hiéu qua trung gian ¥ nghia véi cic tiéu chuan

0 Ibid.: 240
3t Ibid.
2 Tbid.: 241.
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danh cho thé gi6i cua cac diéu truc tiép — thé gioi ciia nhiing
gi duoc biét duy chi nho cam giac, dung cham va nhin xem.
Cac nha duy tam biét rang noi tri thirc con ngudi co diéu gi
hon nhu thé, nhung ho quan niém vé chir *hon’ nay theo cling
cac khai niém hay céc khai niém thudc cam giac tuong tu va
roi két ludn rang viéc hiéu cua chiing ta khong thé mang tinh
khach quan.

Cac nha hién thuc ¢6 phé phan (critical realists) khing
dinh ring viéc biét (knowing) mang tinh khach quan cua
con nguoi c¢6 duge, khong chi nho kinh nghiém, nhung nho
kinh nghiém dugc hoan tat boi su thiu hiéu (understanding)
clia con ngudi va cac phan doan dung. ‘Thé gidi tré tho cua
nhitng céi tryc tiép, nhitng d6i twong duy nhat qua d6 chung
ta c6 mdi lién hé truc tiép, 1a cac dbi tugng cua tryc giac
kha giac (sensible intuition).” ‘Nhung trong thé gi¢i ngudi 16n
voi nhimg diéu duoc hiéu qua trung gian y nghia, nhitng ddi
twong ma chung ta lién hé cach truc tiép 1a nhimg ddi twong
bi dinh hudng (intended) béi cac tra van ctia ching ta va dugc
biét nho cac dap an dung’ >

Cac ddi tuong bi dinh hudng 1a cac hiru thé, entia, theo
nhu thuat nglr cua Tan Kinh vi¢n; tuy vay chung ta can o
rang v6i nhau rang cac hitu thé ndy can dwoc biét nho hoi cac
cau hoi nhu Quid sit va An sit — ching 13 gi va chang c6 ton
tai khong- va tim cau tra 161 ding.

33 Ibid.: 243.
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Lonergan 1y luan rang viéc cat dit véi chu nghia duy
nghiém va duy tdm bao ham vi¢c loai bo huyén thoai vé nhan
thirc ciia ho; huyén thoai 4y cho ring viéc hiéu biét giéng nhu
viéc nhin xem, réng tinh khéach quan 1a viéc théiy duoc cai co
d6 can dugc thay va khong thay cai khong co d6, va cai chan
thyc 13 cdi c6 d6 ngay lac nay dé ching ta nhin xem.*

Nhung viéc hiéu biét khong chi 1a viéc nhin xem. Do 1a
viéc kinh nghiém, viéc hi€u, phan doéan va tin tudng.

Théanh Téma ban vé An Sting

Tuy vay, Lonergan khong chi 1 mot triét gia nhung con
1a mot nha than hoc. Trong Grace and Freedom® dng da khoi
phuc sy phat trién ciia than hoc suy bién (speculative theology)
vé& van d¢ an sung tir Thanh Augustine dén Thanh Toéma, thiét
lap cac diéu kién va tuong quan trong quan niém ctia Thanh
Téma vé an sung thuin thy va on sing cong tac (operative
and co-operative grace)*, va dua ra mot phan tich hién chua
¢6 ai vuot qua duge vé 1y thuyét cia Thanh Toma vé sy siéu
vi¢t cia Thién Chua va tu do con nguoi. Ngai g& quan ni¢ém

3% Method and Theology (London: Darton, Longman and Todd 1972): 238.

3% Grace and Freedom: Oparative Grace in the Thought of St. Thomas Aquinas,

edited by J.P. Burns with an introdction by F.E. Crowe (London: Darton,
Longman and Todd and New York: Herder and Herder, 1971).

3% An sung thuén tay (operative grace) 1a 4n sung do mot minh thién Chua vén
hanh (operate), con nguoi hoan toan thu dong; con on siing cdng tac (co-
operative grace) tuy ciing do mét minh Chua khoi sy va van hanh lac dau,
nhung trong tién trinh d6 c6 su cong tac hay cing van hanh (co-operate) clia
con nguoi, tirc con ngudi khong hoan toan thu dong nhung dugc tham du.
(Ch thich cua nguoi dich).
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ctia Thanh Toéma vé nguyén nhan si€u vi¢t ra khoi vii try luan
mang tinh pham trat noi ma quan niém ay dugc dién ta. Ngai
giai quyét duoc cac kho khin xoay quanh cic hé qua dén tir
cac quan diém than hoc trai nguoc vé van dé tu do va an sung,
tir chi nghia duy ¥ chi ctia Scotus, ngang qua thuyét duy danh
va cac tranh luan vé an sing cta Thién Chua va tu do ctia con
nguoi (sy tranh cai vé De Auxiliis®’ gitra Dong Paminh va
Dong Tén)*, dén phong trao dnh sdng va cac bién thé ciia n6
vé thuyét tat dinh va duy quyét dinh (decisionism), bang cach
chira réng nhiéu thanh tyu quan trong cua Thanh Toéma da bi
bd qua. Nhiing dot pha vé mit tri thirc ma Thanh Téma tao ra,
vira khong duge cac nha dwong thoi cia ngai hiéu cach day du
vura khong dugc thong tri cho cic nha phé binh sau nay. ‘Ly
thuyét vé siéu nhién’ noi Thanh Toma dién t mau nhiém ctru
dd nhu la viéc ban cho con ngudi cac nhan dic dbi than va cac
an sting von thudc riéng vé Chtia ma théi, va vi thé ma ching
hoan toan mang tinh nhung khong va siéu nhién déi véi ban
tinh con nguodi. Céac nha binh giai sau nay da khong tach biét
hai binh di¢n hay hai cép do, mot bén 1a tu nhién mot bén la
siéu nhién. Diéu nay din t6i tim diém ciia cac khé khan, tiéu
biéu 1a cac d6i khang gifra siéu nhién va ty nhién, an sung va
tu do, duc tin va ly tri.

Tac pham Grace and Freedom d3 1am cho Lonergan nhan
ra réng nhiém vu phuc hdi Téma khé khan hon rat nhiéu so voi

Y De Auxiliis: nghia 13 trg gitip; c6 y néi dén sy trg gitip cua an sing, (chu thich
cua nguoi dich).
3% Xem trang 124, ghi cht 16.
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nhiing gi cac nha than hoc nghi. Vi nhiing gi can thiét khong
chi 14 viéc tai cAu mang tinh lich st tac phém cua Thanh Toma
nhung 13 su thay doi sdu xa noi cac sinh vién theo hoc.

R& rang rang trong boi canh ciia thoi dai, bon bai viét
trong mot tap chi than hoc My tir nim 1941-1942 da khong
gdy ra tic dong gi nhiéu. Tuy nhién, ndm 1946, qua viéc xem
lai mot khéo ciru bang tiéng Latinh vé tranh luan giita Dong
Paminh va Dong Tén, Lonergan da am tham dé cap dén chinh
tac pham ctia minh, nhan xét rang, cach tiép can mai ddi voi
viéc doc Thanh Téma khong chi bao ham ‘vi¢c bai bo cac thu
tuc rudm ra ma con bao ham viéc 4m tham chén vao di ving
cudc tranh luan mot thoi limg danh va day séi ndi’.* Déi
véi 6ng, mot ngudi dugc huén luyén dé trd thanh mot nha
Molinist® tai truong Gregorian, thi mot thang doc ban van
ctia Thanh Toma di giai thoat 6ng khoi diéu 4y.#! Viéc ong
doc Thanh Téma gitp chiam dit viéc tranh ludn day cay dang
hang may thé ky, hay da c6 thé chim dut tir 1au néu nguoi
ta chiu doc tac pham cho ky. Trd tréu thay, khi bai viét dugc
in lai ndm 1972, viéc tai cu trac (reconstruction) than hoc
Thénh Téma vé 4n sing ciia Lonergan roi vao bau khi hau
Cong Dong Vatican II noi d6 cac nha than hoc Cong gido tré
tudi hau nhu khong biét at giap gi vé cudc tranh luan nay.*

3 Collection: 67.

“  Molinist: nguoi cho ring Chiia c6 kién thirc trung gian (middle knowledge),
[chi thich cua nguoi dich]

4 Method: 163.

2 Grace and Freedom
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Khéng Cé Triét Hoc Ton Gido

Lonergan phan biét ‘triét hoc vé Thién Chiia’ va than hoc
hé thdng’ (‘systematics’) nhu sau: mot dang 1a tu twong vé
Thién Chuta khong suy luén tir ton giao mdc khai va mot dang
tu twong vé Thién Chiia dira vao chan Iy méc khai.® Triét hoc
vé Thién Chua nhdm vao viéc chung minh Thién Chua hién
hitu va cac pham tinh siéu viét ctia Ngai. Than hoc hé thong
coi cac chan 1y dugc thiét 1ap ¢ noi khac 1a dung va cb gang
hiéu chung.

Trong mdt thoi dai ma chi nghia duy cd dién va duy
khai ni¢m 1én ngobi, hai duong hudng suy tu nay da tach bict
nhau. Khi dung tir ‘ngudi sinh ¢6 dién’, Lonergan c6 y noi toi
nhitng ngudi xem ‘nhitng nha hung bién hay tu tir hoc kiéu
nhu Isocrates hay Cicero [sic] la dinh cao ctia van hoa nhan
loai’ (ix). Chéc chan rang ong c6 ¥ ndi dén chi nghia nhan van
tho1 Phuc Hung ma ong da hoc khi con 1a hoc sinh. Nhiing
nguoi theo chil nghia duy khai niém, nhu ching ta thay, 14 tat
ca nhiing ai trong truyén thong triét hoc TAy phwong lau doi,
nhitng nguoi phac hoa viéc hiéu biét nhu 1a viéc nhin xem:
nhitng nha duy nghiém, duy tim (idealists) va tat nhién cé cac
nha Tan Kinh vién.

Tuy nhién gio day Lonergan nghi rang khong c6 1y do
nao ting ho cho viée céc triét gia giang day triét hoc vé Thién

4 Philosophy of God, and Theology: The Relationship between Philosophy of
God and the Functional Specialty, Systemmatics (London: Darton, Longman
and Todd 1973). Céc trang tham chiéu s€ dugc ghi trong ban van.
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Chua trong cac phan khoa triét hoc, ciing nhu cho cac than
hoc gia giang day than hoc hé thdng trong cic phan khoa
than hoc hay ton giao hoc. Ong tir chdi viéc phan biét cta
Pascal giita Thién Chta cia triét hoc va Thién Chuia cua
Abraham, Isaac va Jacob. Mot cach cu thé hon ong phan
d6i khai niém triét hoc vé Thién Chiia, mot khai niém ma
trong lich sir gan day ctia Cong gido da coi su hién hitu va
cac ddc tinh cua Thién Chiia theo mot cach thé hoan toan
khach quan, xem triét hoc va triét ton giao ‘mot cach qua
khéch quan dén do doc 1ap ludn véi tam tri ciia nguoi suy tu’
(13). Nguoc lai, gio day ching ta thdy chung ta khong thé
lam triét hoc vé Thién Chiia mot cach tach rdi véi ban than
ching ta duoc - ‘can phai xét dén su hoan cai veé tri nang,
dao duc va ton gido’.

Gio day, ndm 1972, Lonergan tuyén bé rang ‘ong di day
than hoc sudt 25 ndm trong diéu kién bat kha thi (impossible
conditions)’ (15). ‘Toan bd hé théng’ Kinh vién ‘dya vao
nhitng diéu tot dep & thé ky XVI’; nhung gio day ching ta
thdy sy phan chia ma Christian Wolff dua ra khong phai 1a
nhitng diéu bat di bat dich (not sacrosant).

Lonergan phan d6i su phan biét gitra dao ddc tu nhién
va dao duc Kitd gido, gilta nhan hoc mang tinh triét hoc va
nhéan hoc Kit6 gido - nhiing phéan biét dua vao quan diém cia
Aristotle nhung nay khong con nita — va than hoc phai lam
cong viéc hoi nhat lai.
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Chiing ta phai chuyén than hoc ty nhién thanh than hoc hé
thong: tir kinh nghiém cua minh Lonergan biét rang sinh vién
chan ngan than hoc tu nhién vi thiy khong c6 ‘mui t6n gido’,
thiéu di sy nhap cudc cua ca nhan (19-20).

Theo Aristotle, triét hoc chinh 14 siéu hinh hoc va chinh
siéu hinh hoc s& cung cap cac diéu kién va méi twong quan
can ban cho cac bd mén khac. Gio day triét hoc mot cach
can ban 13 1y thuyét vé nhan thtc (cognitional theory), do d6
khong thé 1am triét hoc ma khong tinh dén mén thong dién va
lich str. Pay chinh 13 diéu da 16i than hoc Cong gido ra khoi
chu nghia Tan Kinh vién (32). Truéc day, cac nha than hoc
tin 1y dugc mong cho thiét 1ap mot hé thdng cac khang quyét
(propositions) tir Kinh Thanh, tir cac bai viét cia cic gido
phu, tir sy dong thuin (consensus) cia cac than hoc gia (6ng
dang ra phai thém: tur cac tong thu cia Puc Gido Hoang), tur
viéc ap dung ratio theologica. Tuy nhién gio day cac ngudn
thtr yéu (historical scholarship) di chen vao giita cac nha tin
Iy va cac ngudn ké trén. Gid day khong c6 than hoc hé thng
nao ma khong bao gom viéc phé binh Thanh Kinh, lich sir
cac tin diéu, va van van. Tuy vay, trén hét tat ca, than hoc
t nhién va than hoc hé thong co ngudn goc chung 1a kink
nghiém ton giao.

Kinh nghiém nay khac nhau tiy theo van hoa, dang cap
va ¢4 nhan, nhung déu bam ré sdu trong an sing tinh yéu
ciia Thién Chua, va 1 diéu di trudc moi tri thite vé Thién
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Chiia: “O tan cdi ré ctia kinh nghiém ton gido 1a kinh nghiém
vé mot hiru thé vo didu kién va vo gii han trong tinh yéu
(an unconditioned and unrestricted being in love)’ (51). Tuy
nhién d6 méi 1a khdi ddu cia ciu chuyén, - ‘ching ta phai
long v6i didu gi van con 1a didu ching ta can kham pha’.

Piéu nay khong phai khong twong hop véi Vatican I, tir
su hién hiru cua thy tao, voi anh sadng tu nhién chung ta c6
thé biét chic chin su hién hitu ctia Chua — Lonergan van thira
nhén rang ndi nhu vay khong c6 nghia 1 con nguoi sau khi sa
ngd khong can su trg giup cua Chiia ma van co thé biét Chua
mét cach chic chan. Cau héi vé Thién Chua c6 thé bat dau
bang cau hoi thuan tiy siéu hinh, nhung mot cach tat yéu cau
hoi dy trd nén cau hoi mang tinh luan 1y va tén gido, vi thé
khong c6 triét hoc vé Thién Chua biét 14p v6i nén tang vin
héa va ca nhan cling nhu nhiing cho doi cia nguoi hoc. Thue
ra, ‘chi trong bau khi kinh nghiém ton gido ma triét hoc vé
Thién Chtia méi c6 thé phat trién’.

Lonergan nghi rang khong kho dé khang dinh s hién hitu
ctua Thién Chua - cong vi¢c chinh yéu hé tai viéc bac bo duoc
moi phan ddi. Khong phai moi sinh vién hoc vé ton giao déu
ban tAm toi nhimg 1y luan ndy. Lonergan cho riang diéu hé
trong voi ho 13 sy ‘ndi tdm hoa’ (self-appropriation). “Piéu
ban tim ctia than hoc gia khong phai 1a mot hé thong nhing
khing quyét, nhung 1 mot ton gido cu thé nhu né di dugc
song, dang duoc song va phai duge séng’ (56).
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Chii Nghia Biéu Cam* mang Chiéu Kich Kinh Nghiém?
- Experiential Expressivism?

Lonergan thuong nhan xét rang cic nha than hoc trudc
ddy qua chi trong dén tinh khach quan cua chan 1y dén ndi
lang quén chu thé suy tu - quan diém cta ong 1a khong c6 su
that nao ngoai trir cac phan doan va cc phan doan chi ton tai
trong tam tri (mind).

Khi xét dén nhitng nhan xét duoc trich dan vé ‘kinh
nghiém’, c¢6 1& khong ngac nhién khi George Lindbeck ldy
Phirong Phdp cia Lonergan ra lam vi du vé ‘chu nghia biéu
cam mang chiéu kich kinh nghiém”, mét chi nghia ma 6ng
thiy rat phd bién trong than hoc Kitd gido va cac nghién ctru
ton giao.*

Ban dau, Lonergan hinh dung céc ton gido khac nhau nhu
nhitng cach dién dat hodc nhirg cach biéu dat (objectifications)
khéc nhau ciia mot kinh nghiém cot 18i chung von 1a kinh
nghiém dung dé xac dinh nhiing cach dién dat 4y 1 ton gio.
Mot kinh nghiém, mac du la mét kinh nghiém c6 y thtic, c6
thé van khong dugc nhéan ra nd 1a gi & muc do tu phan tinh

“ Thuyét biéu cam (expressivism) khoi di tir lanh vuc dao dirc noi d6 ngudi

ta cho rang cac phat biéu vé dao duc, ching han nhu ‘giét nguoi 1a viée
xu’, khong hé mang tinh dung sai, ciing khong c6 mot diém quy chiéu vao
thyc tai khach quan nao, nhung phat biéu dy chi thé hién chon lya, hay y
mudn cta mot ngudi duoc dién ta ra trong cau phat biéu ay, (chu thich cua
nguoi dich).

4 George A. Lindbeck, The Nature of Doctrine: Religion and Theology in a
Postliberal Age (London: SPCK 1984).
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cta ¥ thirc. P6 1a mot kinh nghiém ma tat ca con ngudi déu
¢, it 1a mot cach tiém ning. Trong hau hét cac ton gido, kinh
nghi¢m la nguén géc va chuan muc cia su biéu dat: dua vao
kinh nghiém ma d4nh gid muc do day da hoic khong day du
clia nhitng cach dién dat mang tinh ton gido nay.*

Mit khac, gia thiét rang vii tru ndy c6 tinh kha tri, van dé
dit ra d6 13 liéu vii tru co thé mang tinh kha tri nhu thé ma
khong can mot nén tang dé tri nhan né hay khong (101). Déi
voi Lonergan, dy 1a nhimg gi ma cau héi vé Thién Chua
nhim t6i. Ong cu thé hoa cau hoi — phai ching sy hinh thanh
vil try, tién hoa sinh hoc, tién trinh lich s, va van van, mot
cach nao do6 lién h¢, ting ho va ndi két véi chung ta xét nhu
1a nhimg hiru thé luan 1y, hay nguoc lai thd o va xa la véi
chiing ta? Nhitng cau hoi nhu thé ching ta khong thé khong
héi — ching ta 1a loai thu tao ‘dat van d& mét cach khong
gi6i han, va 1a loai dat van dé vé chinh viéc dat van dé cua
minh’ — va vi thé cau hoi vé Thién Chua lai xuat hién. Thuc
ra, tinh than ctia con nguoi, hay con goi 1a chii thé tinh siéu
nghiém (transcendental subjectivity), ‘s& bi hu hoai va mét
di néu chung ta khong ¢ gang vuwon minh huéng ti cai kha
tri, cai vo diéu kién, su thién hao cua gia tri’. Tam vuon cia
ching ta khong c6 gidi han: ‘noi chan troi*’ cua chung ta co
chd cho Béng siéu viét, c6 thanh dia cho diéu cyc thanh’.

4 Method: 101-24. Céc trang tham chiéu sau day s& dugc ghi trong ban vin.
47 Chén troi & ddy hiéu 1a tam vuon khong giéi han: khi con ngudi vion ra mai,
s€ tao ra mgt chan troi, (chu thich cua nguoi dich).
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Nhitng ngudi vo than co thé noi rang khong gian hay chd dy
thi tréng rong chang c6 gi; nhitng nguoi bat kha ngd thi khong
chic vé diéu nay; nhitng nha nhan van thi khong cho phép cau
hdi nay Xuét hién. ‘Nhung su phti nhan cta ho lai gia thiét mot
tia sang trong than phan cat bui cta chung ta (the spark in our
clod), khuynh huéng bam sinh cta ching ta hudéng dén dang
siéu viét’ (103).

Kha nang si€u vuot chinh minh (self-transcendence) cta
chung ta, dugc dung trong nhiing cau hoi nay, ‘trd thanh hién
thuc khi ching ta phai long (fall in love)’. Lonergan thira nhan
rang c6 nhiéu cach dé ‘4 trong tinh yéu (being in love)’. Tuy
nhién, cdu hoi vé Thién Chua mdt cach mic nhién co trong
viéc dat van dé cua chung ta thé nao, thi viéc phai long voi
Thién Chua cling 1a sy vién man cdn ban cua y huéng tinh cta
chiing ta thé 4y. Khi thiéu ving sy vién man nay, ‘con nguoi
s& bat dau tam thuong hoa doi sdng ciia minh bang nhiing
viéc nhu theo dudi tha vui, s& bat dau 1am cho doi séng khé
khan thém qua viéc su dung quyén luc tho bao, bit dau chan
nan voi cong viéc lam phuc loi xa hdi vi nghi rﬁng vil tru
ndy vo nghia’- nhung ‘viéc yéu mén Thién Chua, nhu kinh
nghiém cho thdy, 14 viéc yéu theo mot cach thé khong bo bén,
khong gidi han’- “Mic du khong 13 két qua ctia viéc hiéu biét
va chon lya cua ching ta, viéc yéu e”iy la mot tinh trang nang
dong day y thire ctia tinh yéu, niém vui, binh an; va tinh trang
ay dién ta ra bén ngoai bang hanh dong tir té, nhan tir, trung
tin, hién hoa va tu cha (Gl 5, 22).
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Lonergan nai t61 mdt ‘kinh nghiém vé mau nhiém
(experience of mystery)’ — kinh nghiém ctia Rudolf Otto vé
su thanh thiéng nhu 1a mysterium fascinans et tremendum
(moét mau nhiém hét sirc 16 cuon va dang kinh ngac); Kinh
nghiém cua Paul Tillich vé viéc 6ng dugc dang dang dugc
quan tam cach t6i thugng (ultimate concern) nim giit lay
ong; va thyc su nhu cach Karl Rahner dién giai kinh nghiém
an ui khong c6 nguyén do cua Thanh I Nha thanh Loyola.
Chéc chin ré‘mg viée tiép nhan mot cach rong rai nhiéu kinh
nghiém khac biét nay di lam cho Lindbeck phai dau dau.
Lonergan khang dinh rang day 1a on thanh héa - ‘mén qua
tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua’ — ‘mdt kinh nghiém’- diéu ma ‘chi
sau d6 moi dugc thé hién ra bang cac pham trii mang tinh 1y
thuyét’ (107). Lonergan cho rang diéu lam Lindbeck lo ngai
hon d6 1a trudc khi di vao thé gidi dugc hiéu qua trung gian
y nghia, ngdn nglr va van van, ton gido la 101 tién khoi cua
Thién Chua néi véi ching ta qua viée d6 tran noi tim hon
chung ta tinh yéu ciia Thién Chua. ‘Chinh 16 tién khoi von
gan lién voi kinh nghiém tryc tiép vé mau nhiém tinh yéu va
su ngd ngang — chinh an sing luén dugc trao tang trudc nay,
trong tinh tryc tiép cta nd, 161 mot nguoi ra khoéi sy da dang
ctia lich sir, vin hoa, ra khoi thé gidi duoc hiéu qua trung gian
y nghia dé di vao mot thé giGi cta nhing diéu truc tiép noi
d6 hinh anh, biéu twong, tu twdng va 10i ndi khong con quan
trong nita va thim chi tan bién ludn (112). Mit khac, diéu
nay khong ¢ y néi rang nhing 15i thé hién ra bén ngoai vén
khac biét vé boi canh va diéu kién lich st 1a diéu nho nhat va
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phu thuoc; 161 éy c6 vai tro kién tao; mot ngudi nam va nguoi
nit khong yéu nhau néu ho di khong ngoé 101 yéu thuong véi
nhau; tuy vy, kinh nghiém vé mau nhiém ‘van hién dién
noi cht thé tinh nhu mot 10 trinh, mdt mach nudc ngém, mot
101 kéu moi day thach d6 chiém ngudng diéu thanh thiéng
(a fateful call to dread holiness)’.

Két Luan

Trong nhiing nam thang hoc bd trg (sustained study),
Lonergan da ty minh doc Thanh Téma theo mot cach thé méi
mé, trude 1a dé tai cau lai lich sir vé giao thuyét vé an sung,
sau 1a dé xay dung 1y thuyét vé tri thirc. V6i tac pham Insight,
ong da cho ra mot tac pham 16n vé suy tu triét hoc, co thé
sanh vo1 Spirit in the World cua Rahner, Truth of the World
ctia Balthasar va Acting Person ctia Wojtyla; tic pham nay dé
doc hon nhiéu so véi nhimg tic pham vira no, it 1a d6i véi cac
triét gia. Trong 10i tua cho quyén sach cta Tracy, Lonergan
cho rang 6ng chi dong mot vai trd nho trong mét tién trinh
rong 16n cua viéc canh tan tu tuong Cong gido: ‘N6 dam dac
dan va rdi nd tung, va lam thé giéi kinh ngac véi Vatican II’
- mdt tién trinh dién ra hon mot thé ky ma noi d6 cac nha
than hoc ‘da dan dan thich nghi tu tuong cua ho véi viée
chuyén d6i tir van hoa cb dién, von théng tr1 mai td1 cudc
cach mang Phap, sang nao trang thuc nghi¢m va lich su von
Jam nén nhitng ngudi tiép ndi trong ky hién dai’.*8 Trong suy

8 Tracy, Achievement of Bernard Lonergan: xi.
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tu cia minh vé chu thé tinh, va vé 161 moi day thach @6 chiém
ngudng diéu thanh thiéng’, Lonergan (giéng nhu Chenu, de
Lubac va Rahner) moi goi nguoi doc di vao mot dang tac
pham than hoc vén ciing dong thoi 1a mot mon hoc cd thé noi
1a ddy nghiém ngit va ky luit.

Bernard Lonergan, S.J
(1904-1984)
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