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A.DAN NHAP

Su bat hoa giita hai anh em Esau va Jacob d3 manh nha tir
trong trung nudc, khi ho con trong da me. Viéc nay duoc tiép
ndi ngay lac ho chao doi. Nhitng khéc biét trong tinh cach cia
ho sau d6 nhu cang ndi dai thém sy bat hoa, cho dén mot ngay
1én dén dinh diém khi mot ké 6m mdi han trong 1ong, con ké
khac phai tim c& lanh nan & phuong xa. Hon hai muoi ndm
sau do, ho da gap lai nhau, cang théng, kich tinh, tuong chirng
s& ¢6 mot cudc tra thi tan bao khong thé tranh khoi. Nhung
khong, khong nhimng diéu lam ngudi ta lo so nay da khong
xay ra, ma trai lai, Esau va Jacob da co thé 6m hon nhau, go1
nhau bang tiéng huynh dé chan tinh. Lam sao lai c6 thé xay ra
cudc hoa giai theo cach thé khong thé tot hon duoc nhu vay?

Vi bai viét ndy, toi s& tim hiéu mot s6 dir liéu Kinh Thanh
chii yéu dén tir sach Sang Thé dé ly giai cho diéu nay.! Toi

! Céac cau Thanh Kinh dugc trich ra tir ban dich tiéng Viét cia Nhom Cac Gio
Kinh Phung Vu (CGKPV). Xin Nhom CGKPV cho phép t6i str dung, va xin
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ciing mudn két hop trong bai viét nay nhimng yéu t cta khoa
chu giai Kinh Thanh, cic y nghia than hoc va muc vu, cung
mot 161 hanh van khong ndng tinh khao luan than hoc khiic
chiét, von thuong bi xem 1a kho khan, chi danh riéng cho
gi6i hoc gia; nhung thay vao d6, bang mot 16i van phong nhe
nhang, dé doc, d& hiéu, pht hop voi nhiéu déi twong doc gia.

B. NOI DUNG CHINH

Bai viét xoay quanh hai ni dung chinh: 1. Tim hiéu ngudn
gdc da dién ctia méi bat hoa giira Jacob va Esau; 2. Cac phuong
thé giai quyét mdi bat hoa giira hai anh em nay.

I. Nguon goc da dién ctia su bat hoa giita Jacob va Esau

Mbi bat hoa giita Jacob va Esau c6 nhiéu nguyén nhan.
Thénh Kinh ghi lai nhiéu sy kién duoc ké 1a nhimg nhén t6
gdy ra moi bat hoa nay.

1. Cufc @éi dau khi con trong long me
va ddu hiéu tiém quyén liic chao doi

Esau va Jacob dugc thanh hinh trong da me la do tinh
thuong cua Thién Chua danh cho cha me ho 1a 6ng ba Isaac-
Rebekah. Nguoi chong Issac di tha thiét khan xin Thién Chua
cat khoi nguoi ban doi Rebekah tinh trang son sé sau gan 20
ndm ho thanh hon véi nhau (x. St 25,20-21.26). Khi con trong
da me, hai dra con da dung nhau khong nhe, nhung chéng

hét long tri &n quy vi. X. Nhom Phién Dich Cac Gio Kinh Phung Vu, Kinh
Théanh: An Ban 2011 (Ha Noi: NXB Toén Gido, 2011).
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16 dtra nao thang dira nao.> C6 diéu chuyén nay chac han da
dién ra thuong xuyén, khién ba Rebekah khong cho rang day
la mdt hién tuong binh thudng cua nguoi nit lic mang thai,
ai cling gap phai. C6 thé ba di tdm su v6i chong minh 13 6ng
[saac vé chuyén nay, tham chi co6 thé khong it 1an tham khao
¥ kién cua lang giéng, nhét 1a cta nhitng phy nit di c6 kinh
nghiém mang thai va sinh con, nhung dudng nhu ba me tuong
lai nay khong c6 duoc cau tra 10i vira y. Niém vui dugc mang
thai, va sép dugc lam me, duong nhu dang bi khuéy duc boi
hién tuong khong co 11 dép thoa dang nay. Noi bat an nhu
dang tang dan 1én, cho dén mot ngay ba Rebekah quyét dinh
phéi thinh y Dirc Chua, thi ba méi hi vong ¢6 thé hiéu dugc
ngon ngudn ciia hién tuong la thudng nay (x. St 25,22).

Va roi bi mét cua viée ndy da dugc to 19, vuot xa khudn
kho ctia nhitng chuyén dung d6 c4 nhan giira hai sinh linh van
con trong 1ong me. Qua thé, Pic Chuia phan véi ba Rebekah
thé nay: “Cé hai ddn téc trong long ngueoi, hai dan tir da
nguoi sinh ra va sé chia ré nhau, dan nay sé manh hon dan
kia, dira lon sé lam t6i dira bé” (St 25,23).> Hoa ra, day dau

2 Victor P. Hamilton, The Book of Genesis: Chapters 18-50 (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1995), 176. Victor P. Hamilton nhéan xét: “Van dé cua Isaac 1a
lam sao cho ba Rebekah c6 thai. Con van d& ctia ba Rebekah lai chinh 1a tinh
trang mang thai.”

3 Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 177. Victor P. Hamilton nhén xét: “Viéc to 1
nay cung cap thém mot vi du nira trong danh sach mot loat cac minh hoa vé
viéc ngudi tré hon s& thay thé ké 16n hon. Chung ta ¢6 thé nghi vé céc truong
hop: Isaac va Ishmael; Zerah va Perez; Joseph / Benjamin va cac nguoi anh
cua ho; Ephraim va Manasseh; David va cac anh; Solomon va Adonijah. Tt
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phéi chi & chuyén hai anh em dung d6 nhau, ma day 13 diém
bao trudc nhitng cudc dung do cua hai dan toc phat xuét tir ho
trong twong lai, dé rdi s& c6 ké thang nguoi thua, ké 1am chi
ké lam t¢. Ma ai lam chu, ai lam t&, thi 161 Chua phan da qua
16 rdi, khong can ban thém.*

Khi da c6 dugc 101 giai dap tr Pirc Chua, ba Rebekah xem
chirmg khong phan nan gi nira, nhung diéu nay khong c6 nghia
la hai dtra tré trong long ba, tir nay khong con dung nhau nira.
Hau chéc, ching van dung nhau, cho dén ngay ching chao
doi. Qua thé, vao ngay chung bat dau thiy anh binh minh,
hay dung ra phai néi 13, ngay cha me chiing thay chung bang
xuong bang thit dudi anh mit troi, chung xem ra van khong
ngumg tranh chap. Su tranh chép 1an nay ai ciing thiy rd nhu
ban ngay, chir khong phai kiéu an minh sau 16p tudng cung
1ong ngudi me, ma chi ¢6 cip mét tinh doi cia ngudi me méi
nhin thau dugc. Sach Sang Thé viét tiép: “Pira ra truée do
hoe, toan than nhi mét chiéc do choang bang léng: ngueoi ta
dat tén cho no la Esau. Sau do, dira em ra, tay nam got chan
cua Esau: nguoi ta dat tén no la Jacob” (St 25,25-26).°

canhling truong hgp nay deu chimg thyc rang viéc chon lya nhung khong ciia
Thién Chua khong hé & tudi tac, nhung dua trén thanh y siéu viét ciia Nguoi.”

4 Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 178. Victor P. Hamilton giai thich thém:
“Phai doi dén thoi vua Davit thi dan Israel (dra bé) méi thong tri dwoc dan
Edom (dwra 16n) - x. 2Sm 8,12-14, dac biét c.14b: ‘toan dan Edom phai lam
day t& cho vua Pavit’.”

5 John S. Kselman, “Genesis,” The HarperCollins Bible Commentary, ed.
gen. James L. Mays (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2000), 98. John
S. Kselman c6 cung mot huéng nhin, va giai thich thém: “Chu dé vé xung
dot, trude tién hién nhién trong cung long ba Rebekah, tiép dién véi viée ha
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2. Khdc biét vé tinh cdch, sd thich
va sy kién tiém quyén truéng nam

Hai dira tré 16n 1én, mdi dira mot tinh nét khac nhau, ca
dén so thich cling khong dong quy. “Esau la nguoi thao nghé
san ban, chuyén rong rudi ngodi dong; con Jacob thi tram
tinh, chi song ¢ trong léw” (St 25,27). Pira anh thi s6i noi, lay
thé gioi rong 16n bén ngoai lam truong huin luyén minh, lay
nhitng con moi hoang di 1am niém vui cudc séng va co hoi
thé hién ban linh cua minh. Pra em lai thich cudc séng tram
mic, sudt ngdy quanh quan trong léu, mic nhién khong thay
chi budn chan. Hai dtra ciing dé lai trong 1ong cha me chung
nhitng 4n tuong riéng: “Ong Isaac thirong Esau vi éng thich
an thit rueng, con ba Rebekah thi thuwong Jacob” (St 25,28).

Cudc séng xem chimg cir trdi theo 1¢ thuong v6i hai anh
em Esau va Jacob. Khac biét ai ciing thdy rd, nhung xem
chung hai anh em khong phai dung chan dung tay nhau nhu
hdi con trong 10ng me, mdi dira c6 mot thé gidi riéng, nhing
mdi quan tdm riéng, nudc séng khong xam pham nude giéng.
Pira thich rong rudi ngoai dong kia xem chimg van ¢t vo tu,
ngay ngay thao luyén tai nghé san ban véi cac con moi. Con
dira trim tinh kia, sudt ngdy quanh quan bén tap 1éu, 1am cong
viéc ndu nudng ctia ngudi phy nit, xem ching co cudc sdng
vO vi té nhat d6i v6i mot nam nhi dwong thoi, nhung dimg
cd ai vdi xem thuong cau, cau la nguoi tram tu mic tuong,

sinh hai anh em sinh d6i, khi dtra tht hai lac sinh ra d tim cach chiém loi thé
so voi dara thir nhat, bang viéc nam got chan anh no.”
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khong dé tam tri dudi theo nhitng con mdi nhu anh minh, ma
dang tap trung suy tinh duong dai cho cudc doi.

Khong 1 ¢6 phai duoc & gin me thuong xuyén trong tap
1éu, lai duoc me thuong mén cach riéng, nén bi mat Ptrc Chua
phén véi me nam xua - “Co hai ddn toc trong long nguoi, hai
dan tw da nguoi sinh ra va sé chia ré nhau, dan nay sé manh
hon dan kia, dira lon sé lam toi dira be” (St 25,23) - vao mot
ngay dep tro1 nao do khi Jacob da du tri khon dé lanh hoi,
bi mat d6 da dugc me dich than du dudi ké lai cho cau, véi
khong it hi vong dat dé noi “dira bé” nay. Rat c6 thé 1a nhu
vay! Khi ngudi me thurong mén con, va dit ky vong noi con
minh, thi c6 gi ma ba lai gidu kin ch? Nhung kho ndi, Jacob
- dtra con ba thuong mén, lai 1a ké dén sau. Thé thi, lam sao
dira 16n c6 thé lam toi dira bé dugc, khi quyén truong nam
binh thuong lai thudc vé dia 16n (Esau)?

Mot ngay thudn loi d3 dén. Esau van vo tu nhu thudng.
Cau van rong rudi dudi bat. Lan nay thi cdu tir ngoai dong vé,
mét 1a. Nhin thdy moén chao do d6 ma Jacob dang ndu, ciu
khong thé cam long, xin ngay mot chén. Jacob khong phai
dang vira, 1am gi c6 chuyén cho khong. Ca xem chimng dd mic
cau. Mudn an dwoc miéng moi thi phai tra gia. Nam bét co
hoi nay, Jacob d& cap ngay dén mot cudce trao doi nhanh gon:
“Anh hdy ban quyén truéng nam cia anh cho em trude da”
(St 25,31). Pira trAm tinh nay chac han tir 1au dd mudn chiém
duoc quyén trudng nam ctia anh minh, dé hién thuc hoa diéu
da dugc phan trudce: “dira lon sé lam toi dira bé.” Nhung Jacob
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to ra mudn duong dudng chinh chinh nhan dugc quyén nay.
Esau s& phai tim phuc khau phuc dang hai tay trao quyén nay
cho Jacob. Cau muén nghe tir chinh miéng Esau noi 10i chia
tay khong nubi tiéc v6i quyén truong nam cua minh.

Liic dang d6i 14, va vi tam tri cho dén nay c6 1& sudt ngay
chi biét rong rudi theo cac con mdi, suy tinh khong di xa hon
chuyén 1am sao bt gon thu rimg; thém nita, ¢6 thé cling vi vo
tam khong luong trude hét cac muu tinh cta ké da “nam got
chan” minh lac chao doi, nén Esau budt miéng chéng chut e
de: “Anh dang sdp chét, thi quyén truéng nam cé ich gi cho
anh chuw?” (St 25,32). Va mot khi Jacob da tuong tan “got
chan Achilles” cua Esau, cau déy van dé thém mot nic nita,
bat Esau phai thé méi duoc, chir khong thé ctr noi sudng. Lic
do6i 1ong thi noéi vay, biét dau sau nay lai chang doi y. Jacob
muén an chic mic bén, ¢6 sy chimg gidm cua dat troi. Thé
14, dang budn thay, Esau khong chut do du “lién thé va ban
quyén triong nam ciia minh cho Jacob” (St 25,33).

D6 1a mot quyét dinh ma Thanh Kinh d3 ching ngai két
luAn mot cau xanh ron: “Esau da coi thwong quyén trucng
nam” (St 25,34). Hoa ra, Esau da hanh xtr qua vo tam, ddo 16n
bac thang gid tri, cdu chang xem trong quyén trudng nam cho
du, san sang ban né bang mot chén chao do do ngay trude mét
minh. Esau dugc cho thém banh nira, cau vira c6 banh vira co

¢ Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 183. Victor P. Hamilton dua ra nhan xét
tuong tu vé Jacob: “Cau ay noi tu vi theé stc manh, va s€ su dung vi thé nay
de tho tay chiém lay quyén truéng nam cua anh minh.”
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chao dau dé an (x. St 25,34), xem ching dwoc 10i 14i véi quyét
dinh nhuong quyén trudng nam. Nhu thé, cdu co nhiéu hon
thir nhu cau can ban cdu mong doi vao lac nay khi ban quyén
trudng nam, nhung thyc ra, cau dang dé tudt mat khoi minh
diéu cao quy hon nhiéu so v6i thir banh va chéo kia, d6 chinh
la gia tri cua ké 1am con trudng, 1a sy kinh trong ma moi dtra
con thtr phai ¢6 danh cho nguoi con truong.’

Sach Pé Nhi Luat sau nay cho chung ta hay: ké nim
quyén trudng nam phai duoc ton trong dung muc, ngay ca khi
ngudi nay duoc sinh ra boi mot nguoi vo khong duge chong
yéu thuong cho du, vi ong cling cé thém nguodi vg khac ma
ong ua thich. Nguoi con trudng sinh ra béi nguoi vo khong
duoc chong doai hoai, ciing khong vi thé ma bi phé bo chirc
tredng nam mat cach doc doan va thién vi boi nguoi cha. Trai
lai, khi chia gia téi dua tru:(mg nam phai dugc hai phan san
nghiép, tirc 1a gip doi phan nhu:ng dua con lai dugc hu’orng
Ly do vi: “N6 la hoa qua ddu doi tmz trdng ciia nguoi dy

[ngudi chal, nén né dwge huwong quyén trong nam” (x. Pnl
21,15-17, db. c.17).

7 Nha tdm 1y hoc Abraham Maslow, vao nam 1943, dd dua ra ly thuyét vé
thap nhu cau cla con nguoi, theo do, ching ta c6 cac nhu cau xép tir thép
den cao theo hinh thap: 1. Nhu cau sinh thé ly (physiological); 2. Nhu cau
vé an toan (safety); 3. Nhu cau duoc yéu thuong, hay thude vé mot nhom
(love/ belonging); 4. Nhu cau dwoc quy mén, kinh trong (esteem); 5. Nhu
cau duoc thé hién kha ning ban than (self-actualization). Nhin tir quan diém
ctia Maslow, thi Esau dang can thoa nhu cau thip (1), lai d& dang tir bo nhu
cau cao (4).
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Quyén truong nam van c6 thé bi tudc bo, nhung phai vi
mdt 1y do hét sizc nghiém trong, nhu ching ta ¢6 thé thiy trong
truong hop cua Reuben, nguodi con ca cua chinh 6ng Jacob.
Sach St Bién Nién da ghi lai diéu nay: “Chinh éng [Reuben],
nguwoi con dau long, nhung vi éng da lam ban giwong ciia cha
ong [Jacob], nén quyén trieong nam cia éng dwgc trao cho
cac con ong Joseph, la con ong Israel [Jacob]; ong [Reuben]
khéng dwoc thira hwéng quyén trieong nam nira” (1Sb 5,1-2).
Vi sao nén ¢ su nay? Poc Kinh Thanh, ching ta biét rang
Reuben Ia con ca cua 6ng Jacob, Reuben do ba Leah sinh ra.
Ong Jacob c6 dén bdn ba vo: ngoai ba Leah, Rachel (dwoc
ong thuong nhat), con ¢o hai nang hau trd thanh vo 6ng 1a
Zilpah (nang hau ctia Leah), va Bilhah (nang hau ctia Rachel).
Ma xui quy khién thé nao, ma c6 mot 1an no, Reuben lai mé
didm ba vo 18 Bilhah cta cha minh, Reuben di dn ndm véi
Bilhah, va 6ng Jacob da biét chuyén nay (x. St 35,22).

Toi chét dugc tha, nhung tdi song khé tha. Lic sap lia
thé dé vé sum hop véi to tién, khi tran trdi cling cac con, ong
Jacob dd khong quén tudc quyén truéng nam cua Reuben:
“Reuben, con la con ddu long ciia cha, la sirc manh ciia cha,
la tinh hoa ciia sinh luc cha, dia vi con tréi vieot, thé luc con
tréi viegt. Nhung dit manh nhie miede cuon, con sé khéng troi
vueo't, vi con da tréo lén ché cha con nam, khi cfy con da xuc
pham dén noi chan goi ciia cha con” (St 49,3-4).

Tré lai chuyén cia Jacob, cau qua 1a cao tay. Cau da budc
Esau phai thé bo quyén truéng nam cua minh mdi chiu cho
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an. Co troi dat lam ching, Esau sau nay c6 mudn rat lai 1oi thé
thot, cling khong dam. H4 miéng ra s& mic quai thoi. Trong
tran chién nay, Jacob khong mat gi nhiéu, ma lai tién chiém
quyén trudng nam cta anh minh. Jacob qua 1 nguoi ddy muu
tinh. Cai vé trAm tu mic tuong kia dd phat huy tac dung. C6
diéu, phuong thé con ngudi ma Jacob ching ngai dung dén,
don nguoi ta vao birc tuong luc doi long. Vé 1au vé dai, gia
nhu Esau biét phan tinh doi chit, diéu nay sé chi lam cho tinh
anh em thém ran nut, hd ngo vuc lai cang dao sau thém. Esau
s& cang thém bat man voi dira em minh. Cénh hai dira dung
tay dung chan nhau khi chua chao doi, da 1am cho ba Rebekah
phai phién long, e rang su kién nay s& mang thém duyén c¢ dé
tai phat, hay ding hon, 1a bung phat.

Sau cau chuyén nay, Thanh Kinh khong dua ra 101 binh
ludn gi thém, khong cho chung ta hay liéu ké lam cha me c6
biét chuyén doi chéo lay quyén trudng nam cia hai dira con
minh. Thanh Kinh ciing gift bau khi thinh ling vé chuyén liéu
c6 phan mg gi thiy dugc tir phia 6ng Isaac va ba Rebekah vé
sy kién nay. Thanh Kinh dé lai mot khoang tréng rat 1on cho
tri tudng tuong cua doc gid. Chung ta ctr tu do chau may nhiu
mét vé nhitng cau hoi twong ty nhu vdy, con Kinh Thanh thi
gac chuyén nay qua mot bén, dé ban tiép vé nhimg su kién
xoay quanh ong Isaac va ba Rebekah véi nhan vat sé mot ctia
dan Philistines tai Gerar 1a vua Abimelech (x. St 26). Con hai
anh em Esau va Jacob, thi Kinh Thanh mo1 ho lui vao hau
trudng cho ngdy tai xuat (x. St 27).



Céu Chuyén Hod Gidi Gitta Jacob Va Esau 87

3. Jacob tién chiém 1oi chiic lanh 6ng Isaac chii y danh
cho Esau

Sach Sang Thé tré lai chuyén noi bo trong gia dinh Isaac-
Rebekah ¢ chuong 27. Chuyén chu yéu xoay quanh vin dé
chuc phuc. Hai anh em Esau va Jacob lai xudt hién voi cha me
ctia minh. Jacob cudi cung 1a ngudi nhan duoc 161 chac phuc
tir cha minh 14 Isaac, du rang Isaac chi dich danh diéu cao
quy ndy cho dtra con ong thuong mén 1a Esau. Cau chuyén keé
duoc nguoi mat nay dugc ké 1a dinh diém cho méi bat hoa tir
lau da chay am i trong long hai anh em Esau va Jacob.

Thuec tinh, Jacob c6 dén mudi 1a gan cling khong dam lam
chuyén tién chiém 10i chuc phtic ma cha minh 14 Isaac mudn
danh cho nguoi anh Esau, néu nhu cau khong dugce chéng
lung boi me minh 13 ba Rebekah. V& phan minh, ba Rebekah
dii ¢6 an gan hum ciing ching dam tw y 14p muu cudp 16 chuc
phtic ctia chong minh 14 Isaac danh cho Esau. Va cho du ba
Rebekah c6 thé khong hop vai tinh khi ciia dtra con minh day
16ng 14 nhu Esau di ching nita, thi Esau xét cho cling van 1a
con ba. Hon nita, Thanh Kinh cho dén thoi diém nay cta cau
chuyén, khong da dong gi dén chuyén liéu trong cudc séng
thuong ngay Esau c6 hay lam phat long me minh hay khong.

Chi ¢6 mot 1y do co thé giai thich viéc ba Rebekah chu
dong dao dién vu nay, d6 chinh 1a 151 Pic Chiia da néi véi ba
khi ba con dang mang thai cap song sinh Esau - Jacob: “Co
hai dan toc trong long nguoi, hai dan tir da nguoi sinh ra va
s€ chia ré nhau, dan nay sé manh hon ddn kia, dira lon sé lam
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toi dvra beé” (St 25,23). Kinh nghiém gdp phai lic mang thai,
khi hai d@ra con trong bung dung nhau hoai, khién ba phai
thot 1én tai sao ba phai chiu canh thé nay, va on soi sang sau
d6 dén tir e Chua, duong nhu d3 khién cho ba Rebekah di
dén xéc tin: Pay la luc chinh ba va Jacob phai thuc hién bang
dugc 161 Dtic Chua phan, sau khi Jacob trudc dé da thanh
cong mua duoc quyén trudng nam cia Esau chi bang miéng
banh va chén chao.

Chuyén nay bat dau bang su kién “ng Isaac da gia, mat
ong loa khéng tréng thdy nita,” e rang c6 thé quy tién bat cir
ltc nao, nén 6ng da chu dong trao 161 chuc phuc cho Esau, dra
con Ong thuong mén, voi mot diéu kién hét sie don gian dbi
voi Esau, 12 “con hdy ldy khi gidi ciia con, ong tén va cdy cung
ciia con, ra dong san thii cho cha. Con hdy lam cho cha mot
mon an ngon nhw cha thich, ré6i dem dén cho cha dn, d@é cha
dich than chiic phiic cho con trude khi chét” (x. St 27,1-5).

Cudc tro chuyén riéng tu gitra hai cha con Isaac - Esau,?
nao ngd da khong qua khoi tai mat ciia ba Rebekah. Khi
Esau bt dau thuc hién ménh 1énh cta cha, thi cling la luc ba
Rebekah trd tai di nhanh hon mot bude. Vi tim Jacob, ba
Rebekah trao khau du: chiang phai cat cong ra ngoai dong sin
thi lam gi cho mat gid nhu Esau dang lam, Jacob ¢t nhanh

8 Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 212. Victor P. Hamilton dat ra mot loat gia
thiét vé > 1y do 6ng Isaac muén chic phuc cho Esau trude khi quy tién: “Co 18
Isaac van chua hay biét gi vé 11 sam cua Thién Chia (sau 40 nam?), hay c6
18 6ng da hiéu sai no, hay c6 18 6ng da quén bang n6. Gia nua tudi tac va thi
lwe kém hin co thé da di cung véi tri nhé giam sat.”
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chan dén dan vat nudi, bét léy “hai con dé duc non béo tot,”
thi me day, von di am twong khau vi cua cha va du tai ché
bién, chrfmg can phai 1a tha rung, vat nuoi trong nha thoéi, “me
[cling] sé€ lam thanh mot mon an ngon cho cha con, nhw cha
con thich. Con sé dem dén cho cha con, va cha con sé an, dé
nguoi chiic phiic cho con truée khi nguoi chét” (St 27,9-10).°

Jacob hién nhién khong chut nghi ngd vé tai niu nudng
gia thit rimg ctia ba Rebekah, ¢6 18 vi cau da nhiéu lan chimg
thue diéu nay trong cudc séng, nhung ciu van e ngai ké hoach
nay kho thanh cong, vi gitra cdu va Esau co sy khac biét vé
hinh hai thé 1: “Me coi, anh Esau thi l6ng 14, con con thi nhan
nhui” (St 27,11). Chuyén nay, néu lam khong can than, thi sé
chudc hoa vao than: “Biét ddu cha con sé ro con; con sé bi
cha coi nhir mét tén lira gat, va sé phdi chuéc ldy 167 nguyén
rua, thay vi duoc chuc phuc” (St 27,12). Khong rd Jacob co
thudc long cau chuyén Noah chiic dit cho dira con nho nhét
cta minh la Kham, cha cua Canaan, hay khong, nhung murc
dd nghiém trong cua vi¢e bi nguyén ria 14 diéu hau chic nim
trong tim ¥ thirc ctia Jacob. Trong cau chuyén ctia Noah, éng
da tuyén nhimg 101 dang sg: “Canaan ddng bi nguyén ria!
N6 phdi la day t& cdc day t6 ciia anh em né!” (St 9,25). Con
chau ciia ké bi nguyén ria s& mang lay than nd 1¢, 1am day t&
subt doi, khong sao c6 thé ngde dau 1én ndi. Khong khéo, con
chau cua Jacob phai lam t6i con chau ctia Esau suét doi, néu

9 Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 216. Victor P. Hamilton c6 cing nhan dinh

vé& chuyén ra ‘kh?lu du’: “Ba Rebekah khong goi y cho Jacob - ba ra lénh.
Ong I[saac trao doi voi Esau, nhung ba Rebekah ap dat trén Jacob.”
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nhu 6ng t6 cta ho 1a Jacob phai lanh 1ay 10i nguyén raa cia
cha minh.

Nhung ba Rebekah lai khong so nhu vy. Ba me ddy muu
tinh nay, mot khi da ra tay, thi da nhin truéc ngé sau ky lam
roi, phai nim phan thing méi thuc hién. Gia nhu vi mot sy
vung vé nao d6 tir phia con minh, khi dé cha phat hién ra ciu
khong phai 1a Esau, thi ba s¢ dung ra ganh trach nhiém, moi
t6i ctr dd 1én dau ba. Thé nén, ba Rebekah lién tran an Jacob:
“Con oi, néu con bi nguyén ria, thi me ganh cho; cir nghe 10i
me va di bdt dé cho me” (St 27,13).

Jacob y 1énh ma lam. Ba Rebekah trd tai ndu in ngoai
thuong. Ba mau chong hoan thanh mén an ngon miéng. Va
nhu dé xua tan ndi lo ¢ thé vin con vuong van trong long
ctia dtra con Jacob nay, ba “dd ldy do ciia Esau, con trai lom
ciia ba, do sang nhdt ma ba cé & nha, ma mdc cho Jacob,
con nhé ciia ba.” Dong thoi, sang kién 16e 1én, nham che mit
chdng ba, von da mu loa nhung biét dau lai dot nhién thong
sudt khong chimg, ba bén “ldy da dé non ma boc lay tay va
phdn c6 nhdan nhui ciia cdu. Roi ba dat mén an ngon va banh
da lam vao tay Jacob, con ba” (St 27,17).

Moi khau chuan bi di d4u vao d6, gon gang, ngan nap.
Bay gio 1a lac cau Jacob co du tai dién xudt hay khong ma
thoi. Man kich lira dng gia Isaac da dén luc hoi hop nhat, nhip
tim dugc ddy nhanh hon binh thuong khong chi d6i voi chang
dién vién thu vai 1 Jacob, hay dbi v6i vi dao dién Rebekah,
ma con doi véi tat ca nhimg ai dang theo ddi canh dién nay.
Va Jacob qua khong ho danh 1a ké nhidu muu lam ké. Céu
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ubn ludi ty xung minh 13 Esau: “Con la Esau, con truong
ciia cha, con di lam nhw cha bdo. Moi cha ngoi ddy xoi
mén thit riemg ciia con, dé cha dich than chiic phiic cho con”
(St 27,19). Khi bi truy vén tai sao lai ¢6 thé tim duoc thu
rirng mau thé, cau lién 16i ca Thién Chia vao, dé danh lira cha
minh: “YHWH, Thién Chua cua cha, da cho con gap duoc
may man” (St 27,20).

Cha cdu van chua hét ngd vuc, mét 6ng da mu loa, khong
con trong thay rd hinh dang con minh, nhung 6ng van con doi
tay co ma, ong bén néi: “Con o1, lai gin ddy, dé cha ro con,
xem con co dung la Esau, con cha, hay khong?” (St 27,21).
bung nhu nhiing gi Jacob da du cam trudc do va cling da
duoc ba Rebekah dé ra ddi sach twong thich. Py 1a thoi khac
cang thang nhat cho Jacob. Lanh hay dit cho ciu déu duoc
dinh doat & nhitng gidy phut ndy. Jacob ¢ vao tinh thé cta
quan tot trén ban cd, mot khi di tién quan, thi khéng con
duong thoai lui nita. B2 phong lao phal theo lao, cau tién lai
gan cha. Cha cu rd cdu roi noi: “Tzeng thi tiéng Jacob, ma
tay thi tay Esau” (St 27,22). D6i mét va doi tay khong gitp gi
nhiéu, nhung thinh gidc van mach bao éng c6 dicu gi d6 xem
ra khong 6n, thé nén Isaac méi m& mi¢ng binh luan nhu trén.
Trudce khi cét 1oi chac lanh, Isaac van muén doan chic ké
ding trudc mat minh 1a dora minh va thich, nén 6ng héi lai lan
ntta: “Con co dung la Esau, con cua cha khong?” (St 27,24).

Du biét Iuc nay im ling 1a vang dé tranh 1am 16 tiy thém
giong no6i khong 1an vé6i ai cua minh, nhung vi khong con
cach nao khac, ciu lién danh bao thua ngén gon: “Vdng, chinh
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con” (St 27,24). Khong biét 1an nay cau c6 can phai dung dén
thu phap nhai giong anh minh cho that chuan khong nira, nhat
1a sau khi da bi cha minh bét thop “tiéng la tiéng Jacob, tay thi
tay Esau,” nhung sy that 1a sau d6 6ng Isaac khong thic mic
thém gi nita vé giong noi cia cau. Phit cing thang kich tinh
nhu da troi qua, tim cdu co thé da tro lai nhip dap binh thuong.

Nhitng dién tién tiép theo cta cau chuyén déu theo chidu
hudng thuén lgi cho cdu. Gi6 da thoi theo ¥ cau mudn. Cha
cau sau khi da huéng dung mon an ngon va rugu quy, va sau
khi da hit thd mui 4o thom phirc ma me cau duong nhu tir [au
d3 chuén bi sén cho bién cb nay dé mic cho cau, thi ong lién
chuc phuc cho céu, lay khoi hing tir chinh mui thom cta tdm
4o cau dang khodc trén minh: “Kia, mui thom con t6i nhu mui
thom canh dong Pirc Chila dd chiic phiic. Xin Thién Chiia
ban cho con swong troi voi dat dai mau mao, va lua mi ruou
méi doi dao. Céc dan phdi lam t6i con, cdc nwde phdi sup
xuéng lay con. Con hdy lam chii cdc anh em con, va cdc con
ciia me con phdi lay sup xuong lay con. Ké nguyén riia con
sé bi nguyén ria, ké chiic phiic cho con sé dwoc chiic phiic”
(St 27,27-29).

Loi chiic phic ndy gdm ba yéu t chinh: 1. Jacob c¢6 dugc
mua thuan gié hoa, hoa mau thang du; 2. Jacob cé dugc dia
vi ton quy gitta anh em minh va noi cac lan bang; 3. Jacob
trd thanh mdi phuc hay mdi hoa cho ké yéu mén hay ghét
bo minh. Loi chic phic nay goi nhé dén nhiing gi 6ng Noah
trude d6 da chic phuc cho hai nguoi con Shem va Japheth
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sau khi ho di t6 ra hiéu kinh v6i cha minh: “Chiic tung Pirc
Chiia la Thién Chila ciia Shem; Canaan phdi la day t6 né! Xin
Thién Chila mé réng Japheth, né hdy o trong léu cia Shem,
va Canaan phdi la day té né!” (St 9,26-27).

Loi chuc phiic nay ciing c6 diém dong diéu v6i 101 Thién
Chua da htra ban cho 6ng ndi cua Jacob la Abraham, khi
Nguoi goi ong roi bo Kharan dén ving Canaan: “Ta sé lam
cho nguoi thanh mét ddn lon, sé chuc phuc cho nguoi. Ta sé
cho tén tudi ngueoi dirge lirng 14y, va nguwoi sé la mét moi phiic
lanh. Ta sé chuc phic cho nhitng ai chuc phuc cho nguoi; ai
nhuc ma nguoi, Ta sé nguyén riia. Nho nguwoi, moi gia toc trén
mdt ddt sé dege chiic phic” (St 12,2-3).

Dic tinh cao trong va khong thé rut lai ctia 161 chic phuc
nay' 1y giai nguyén nhan tai sao Isaac lai nim lan bay luot
doi ké “tiéng thi tiéng Jacob, tay thi tay Esau,” phai minh
nhién xung nhin minh dich thuc 1a Esau, vi nguoi cha sip
gan dat xa troi nay mudn biét chac nhu dinh dong cot dira con
Esau ma ong thuong mén, chir khong phai ai khéc, s& nhan
dugc nhiing 101 néi tir trai tim nguoi cha, nhu mét thu gia
san quy gia anh dugc hudng xting vdi dia vi trudng nam cua
minh. Cé diéu, khong rd ong Isaac c6 nghe biét chuyén doi
chac giita Jacob va Esau trudc d6 hay khong, va néu co, liéu
ong c6 cong nhan diéu nay hay khong, nhung ma gitra hai anh

10 R. N. Whybray, “Genesis,” Oxford Bible Commentary, eds. John Barton and
John Muddiman (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 2007), 56. R. N. Whybray
binh giai thém: “Céau chuyén nay dya trén niém tin rang cac 161 chiic phuc va
céc 101 nguyén rua co sirc manh khach quan va khong thé thu hoi.”
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em, bao gdm ca ngudi me Rebekah nita, xem chimg ké tir luc
chén chao do do va chiéc banh dugc trao tay, thi quyén truong
nam ciing da chip canh roi bo Esau ma tim dén vong tay nang
niu cua Jacob, em cau.

Esau la ké nghe truéc ma lai dén sau. Hién nhién day
khong phai do 16i ctia cdu. Cau that tinh sot séng trang bi du
thir vii khi can thiét dé di tim tha rimg cho cha. Long cau han
hoan khi bt dwoc mét con ung y. Cau ciing mau méan ché
bién moén an cha minh ua thich. Cau ciing to sy hiéu nghia
v61 cha minh: “Moi cha ddy xoi mon thit rung cua con cha,
dé cha dich than chiic phiic cho con” (St 27,31). Nhung hi
6i, du chang ¢6 dau hiéu gi cho thay cau lac giong, tiéng van
tiéng Esau, tay van tay Esau, thé ma lan nay cha cau lai ngac
nhién hoi: “Con la dita nao day?” (St 27,32). Chua thau dugc
an y bén trong ciia cau hoi do, c6 18 do cha gia da dén hoi 1am
cam, hay do moi mét nén phit chdc cha khong con nhén ra
tiéng minh ching, cau bén nhe nhang thwa: “Con la Esau, con
trai cha, con trieong cua cha!” (St 27,32)."

Nhiing 161 t6 dam can tinh cua Esau gio day lai cang
1am cho ngudi cha mu loa thém hoang hét, kinh dong hét ca
nguoi: “Ong Isaac run 1én, run ban nguoi 1én va héi: “Vay ai

11

John S. Kselman, “Genesis,” The HarperCollins Bible Commentary, 99.
John S. Kselman luu y: “Co sy khac biét dang ké gitra hai cugc dbi thoai cua
Jacob va Esau véi cha minh. Khi néi véi Jacob, 6ng Isaac goi cau la “con trai
cha” (my son) dén 7 1an (cc.18.20.21[2x].24.26.27; ngoai ra, con ¢6 “con trai
ong, & ¢.20), trong khi d6 6ng chi ding mot 1an dé noi v6i Esau, cau nay goi
minh 14 “con cha” (your son) dén 2 1dn & cc.31-32.”
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la nguweoi da san thit rieng va dem lai cho cha? Cha da dn tat
ca trudc khi con vao, cha da chuc phuc cho no, va du sao no
van dwoe chiic phic” (St 27,33). Chang can phai néu tén nd
1 ai. Ai cling biét n6 1a dira nao roi. Noi ra chi thém dau dén
hon théi. Nhung ngay ca khong can néu tén ké d6, Esau khi
nghe nhiing 161 cha minh, “cdu kéu lén mot tiéng lon va cay
ding vé cung” (St 27,34).

I1. Céc phuong thé giai quyét méi bat hoa
gitta Jacob va Esau

Néu nhu sy bét hoa giira Jacob va Esau ¢6 nhiéu mit va
dat dén dinh diém khi Jacob lira cha dé doat 101 chuc phuc,
thi cac giai phap giai quyét mdi bat hoa dé cling khong chi
gi¢i han vao mot phuong thé duy nhat. Nhung du ¢ nhiéu
cach thuc tiép can van dé nay, doc gia cling s€ nhan ra c6 mot
phuong thé troi vugt hon nhitng céch thic con lai. Cac ciu
chuyén sau ddy vé Jacob s& lam sang t6 nhan dinh nay.

1. Tim c6 tranh di phuong xa
va kinh nghiém vé Thién Chiia

Tranh mét nhau 13 giai phap tirc thoi khi hai nguoi gap bat
hoa nghiém trong. Va chuyén nay diung trong truong hop cua
Jacob va Esau. Theo dong tiép dién cta cau chuyén, Thanh
Kinh cho chiing ta hay, ba Rebekah da biét duoc muu db cua
dira con ca dang gian tim may tim mit dtra con thér, von da
ding muu doat mat 10i chuc phiic 1& ra danh cho minh. Esau
ltic nay toan tinh: “Sap dén ngay lo dam tang cho cha ta roi;



Q6 Hop Tuyén Thén Hoc - $6 53

bdy gio ta sé giét Jacob, em tal” (St 27,41). Esau khong mudn
ra tay ngay voi dira em minh,' vi khong mudn cha minh, hién
xem chimg khong con song dugc bao 1au nita, s& phai chimg
kién canh huynh dé twong tan. Esau mudn cha minh dugc an
binh ra di, vé v6i to tién. Nhung sau do thi sao? Mdi han trong
long nhu khéi da dé ning 1ong nguc phai duge loai bo cang
som cang tot. Tén Jacob kia, ma theo 101 Esau, 1a ké dd hat
cang cau dén hai 1an (x. St 27,36), sé& phai tra gia cho hanh vi
Itra d4o ctia han.

Toan tinh 13 vy, nhung Esau khong ngo, ba me Rebekah
ctia minh nhu thé c6 tai mat khap noi. Khong mot dong tinh
bat thudng nao tir phia Esau lai c6 thé d& dang lot qua su canh
chirmg nghiém can ctia ba. That thé, ai d6 da bao cho ba biét
¥ d6 chang lanh cta Esau d6i véi Jacob. Ba lién ra tay sap dat
moi su dau vao d6. Ba khuyén nhu Jacob nhu thé con dang
ban tin ban nghi, hiy hanh dong tic thoi. Bang 10i 18 cia mot
nguoi me di trai qua bao thing tram trong doi, ba néi véi dira
con yéu quy cua minh: “Con o1, hdy nghe loi me, dirng lén va
tron sang bén bac Laban, anh ciua me o Haran. Con sé 0 voi
bdc mét thoi gian, cho dén khi anh con nguéi gign. Chirng
ndo anh con khéng con gidn con nita va quén di diéu con da

12 Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 230. Victor P. Hamilton cho rang: “Esau 4m

muu sat hai em minh nhu Cain. Tuy nhién, cau khong nhu Cain, 1a ké hanh
dong nhat thoi do khong kiém soat duge cam xuc cua minh; Esau gidng véi
Absalom hon, la ké hoach dich viéc tra thu nguoi anh cung cha khac me 1a
Ammon trong vong 2 nam (2Sm 13,23). Esau ndi gidn, nhung khong hanh
dong hip tip.”
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lam cho anh, thi me sé sai nguoi dwa con tir dé vé. Lé ndo
trong mot ngay me mat cd hai con?” (St 27,43-45).

Tranh mat nhau 1a mot giai phap tic thoi cho su xung
dot. Tranh mat nhau mdt khodng thoi gian tuong xing, trong
nhiéu truong hop, 13 mot cach thé thoa dang gitp xoa diu
nhitng vét thuong 1ong, khoi 1én niém hi vong rang nhimg
nguoi trong cudc s& co nhitg khoang ling can thiét sau do,
dé tinh tao nhin nhan lai vin dé mot cach rd nét, sau sic hon,
tir d6 c6 cach hanh xtr nhan ban hon, tinh ngudi hon. Trong
khong it truong hop, thoi gian 1a phuong thude hay than tién,
né gitp xoa di bao ky tc khong hay, hay it ra, n6 c6 thé giap
chon vui nhitng manh v& ky trc 4y. Con néu moi sy dién ra
theo chiéu hudng tich cuc hon, biét dau nho thoi gian va su
lanh mat, guong vo kia sao lai chang lanh.

Trong suy nghi cua ba Rebekah, c¢6 1€ chuy¢n lanh nan
nay sé& khong kéo dai 1& thé nhu cac bd phim truyén hinh
nhiéu tap trong thoi dai chung ta. Nhung nhiing tinh tiét cdu
chuyén dién ra sau d6 vai Jacob cho thay, nguoi tinh khong
bang troi tinh dau. Du kién “con sé ¢ vdi bdac mét thoi gian”
hoa ra lai kéo dai dén 20 nam (x. St 31,38.41). Ngoai ra, ciing
chang can co chuyén “me sé sai nguwoi dwa con tir d6 vé,” ma
chinh Jacob s& ty tré' vé nha cha minh," dudi sy thuc day va

13 Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 235. Victor P. Hamilton nhan xét: “DPiédu
nghich 1y 1a Rebekah lo lang ctru ldy mang Jacob, nhung ba s& khong con
gap duoc cdu nira. Khong chd nao trong sach Sang Thé ghi lai viéc quy tién
ctia ba Rebekah, ciing nhu khong c6 chd nao nhéc dén viéc hai me con s& gip
nhau sau nay.”
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su bao trg ciia Pang Thién Chua sap t6i day s& to minh ra cho
Jacob qua gidc mong tai Bethel (x. St 28,10-22).

Du gi di ntra, mt ngudi me tai tinh sép dat nhu ba
Rebekah sé& chang dé dang chip nhan dé dta con yéu quy cta
minh phai ra di trong canh trén chay. Ba s& dinh liéu dé Jacob
o1 khoi nha cha trong tu cach cua nguoi dugce cha sai di. That
vdy, sau nhitng 161 nhan nha véi Jacob con minh, ba Rebekah
tim dip phan nan cing chong: “T6i chdn khéng muén song
nita vi cdc con gdi 6ng Khét. Néu Jacob cuwdi ai trong sé con
gdi ong Khét nhw nhitng c6 nay [2 ngwoi vo cia Esau], ddm
con gdi xir nay, thi téi con song lam gi nika?” (St 27,46).

Chuyén ba Rebekah bay t6 1 ¥ dinh ching con tha thiét
song trén doi nay nita, néu Jacob ciing hanh xir giéng nhu anh
minh la Esau, nghia la lai léy phai nhitng nguo1 vo ngoai tdc;
chuyén than van nay hién nhién di tim duoc sy dong cam cuia
chong ba, vi chinh 6ng ciing dang gio khoc gid cudi voi hai
c¢d con dau ngoai toc (Judith va Basemath) do Esau rudc vé,
diéu ma Kinh Thanh chang cin up md, ¢ noi thang ra: “hai
nguoi phy nit nay lam cho ong Isaac va ba Rebekah phai cay
dang trong long” (x. St 26,34-35).14

Va ciing tir chuyén phan nan nay ma chuyén di ctia Jacob
vé qué ngoai dé tim nguoi ban doi xung hop, da nhan dugc
10i chtic lanh thuén tinh cta cha. Bing nhitng 15 18 6n ton,
day khich 18, nhu thé nguoi cha gia nay di khong con dé dong

4" Nguyén ngir tleng Do-thai: watihoyeyna morat riah layisohaq dleriboga -
“Ho thanh néi cay ddng tam than doi véi Isaac va Rebekah.”
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lai trong tam tri mot ndi budn buc nao nita vé dira con da
timg ltra gat minh (x. St 28,1-4), dng Isaac cat tiéng néi: “Con
khéng dwoc cudi ai trong sé con gdi Canaan. Pimg 1én, di vé
Paddan-aram, dén nha ong Pethuel, ong ngoai con, va o do
ldy con gdi éng Laban, bac con, lam vo” (St 28,1-2). Nhiing
10i nay ctia ong Isaac phan anh chinh nhiing diéu cha 6ng 1a
ong Abraham, khoang 60 nam trudc day, da dan do ky ludng
nguoi quan gia, khi sai phai lio né nay vé Haran dé cudi vo
cho Isaac: “Nguwoi hay dat tay dudi dui téi va toi xin nguoi
nhin danh YHWH la Chiia troi dat ma thé rang nguoi sé
khéng cudi cho con trai t6i mot nguoi vo' trong so con gdi
Canaan, noi t6i dang song. Nhung nguweoi sé vé qué t6i, dén
voi ho hang toi, ma cudi v cho con t6i la Isaac” (St 24,3-4).

Va khong chi dan do Jacob, dng Isaac con rong tay xin
Thién Chutia chic phiuc cho con trai minh: “Xin Thién Chua
toan nang chuc phiic cho con, xin Nguoi lam cho con sinh so6i
ndy né thét nhiéu, @é con tré nén mét cong dong nhiéu dan
nuoc. Xin Nguoi ban cho con va dong doi con phuc lanh cua
ong Abraham, dé con chiém hitu mién ddat con dang trii ngu, la
mién dat Thién Chiia dd ban cho dng Abraham” (St 28,2-4).
Nhitng 161 chuc phiic nay nhu tim gwong phan chiéu chinh
nhitng gi Thién Chua da chic phuc cho Isaac: “Ta sé o voi
ngwoi va sé chiic phiic cho nguoi, vi Ta sé ban tdt cd nhitng
mién dat nay cho ngwoi va cho dong déi nguwoi, va Ta sé giir
loi Ta dd thé véi Abraham, cha nguoi. Ta sé lam cho dong
doi nguwoi ra nhiéu nhi sao trén troi, Ta sé ban cho dong doi
nguoi tat ca nhitng mién dat nay; va nho dong déi nguwoi, moi
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dan téc trén mat dat sé dwoc chiic phuc...” (St 26,3-4; cling
X. c.24).

= Kinh nghiém vé Thién Chiia tai Bethel

Jacob cat budc 1én dudng véi tu cach cua nguoi duoc cha
sai phdi, mang noi minh 161 chuc phtc cua cha, va véi tam
tinh khong 1am cho cha me that vong véi doi séng hon nhan
ctia minh, ma theo mot nghia nao do, tirc 1a mang tam tinh cua
ngudi mong ude ndi dai cude sdng ¢6 y nghia va niém tin cho
cha me minh.

Trong hanh trinh tién vé qué ngoai nay, tai ving dat ma
Jacob s€ dat tén la Bethel, Jacob da duwoc Thién Chua ban
cho mot giéc mong la thuong, khién ciu tin chic noi day “la
nha cua Thién Chua, la cva troi, chir khong phai la gi khdc”
(St 28,17). Qua thé, trong gidc chiém bao nay, Jacob “thdy
mot chiéc thang dung dudi dat, dau thang cham t6i troi, trén
d6 co cdc siv than cia Thién Chiia 1én 1én xudng xudng trén
thang” (St 28,12). Hinh anh nay c6 luc hap dan rét 16n, dén
d6 sau nay chinh Chtia Gié-su di dung dé néi voi Nathanael
vé Con Nguoi: “Thdt, t6i bdo thét cdc anh, cdc anh sé thdy
troi rong me, va cdc thién than cia Thién Chiia 1én 1én xuong
xuéng trén Con Nguoi” (Ga 1,51).

Jacob con thay “YHWH dirng bén trén thang” ma phan,
v6i 4 n6i dung nhu sau: 1. Hira ban dét: “Ta la YHWH, Thién
Chiia cia Abraham, t6 phu nguwoi, va la Thién Chia cia
Isaac. Pat nguwoi dang nam, Ta sé ban cho nguwoi va dong doi
nguoi” (St 28,13); 2. Hira ban hau du¢ dong dao: “Dong doi
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ngwoi sé nhiéu nhw bui trén dat; nguoi sé lan tran ra khdp
dong tdy nam bdc” (St 28,14a); 3. Hira ban phiic lanh cho
muon dan: “Nho nguoi va dong doi nguoi, moi gia toc trén
mat dat sé duoc chiic phuc” (St 28,14b); 4. Hura ¢ vdi Jacob
trong hanh trinh nay: “Ndy Ta sé & véi nguoi; nguoi di bat cir
noi ndo, Ta sé gin giit nguwoi, va Ta sé dwa nguoi vé dat nay,
vi Ta sé khéng bé ngwoi cho dén khi Ta hoan thanh diéu Ta da
phan voi nguoi” (St 28,15).1

Nhirng 161 Thién Chtia phan vé6i Jacob da khién cau phat
s0. Ma khong s¢ sao dugc, vi 3 161 htra dau ctia Thién Chua d3
dat Jacob ¢ ngang tAm v6i ong ndi va cha minh, xét nhu nguoi
duoc an nghia v6i Thién Chua (“vé dat™: x. St 12,7; 26,3; “vé
hau dué”: x. St 12,2; 13,14; 22,17; 26,24 “vé 15i htra phtc
lanh cho muo6n dan”: x. St 12,3; 22,18). Con 161 htra thtr tu,
vira phan chiéu diéu Thién Chtia d3 hira véi Isaac (x. St 26,3),
vira c6 nét riéng danh cho Jacob, dang khai dong tién trinh vé
qué ngoai tim ban doi theo ké hoach cuia ba Rebekah, theo sy
chudn y va 10 chuc phuc cia ong Isaac.

Sang hom sau, Jacob da 14y hon d4 cau gbi dau dém trudc,
dung 1én 1am try va d6 dau 1én dau try, nhu dé ghi nhé sy hién
dién quan phong ctia Thién Chua ddi véi minh. Cau bén khan
cung Thién Chua, néu ra ba diéu kién, dé Thién Chua cua to

15 John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative: A Biblical-Theological
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992), 193.
John H. Sailhamer nhan xét: “Nhitng 161 nay ctia Thién Chua tr¢ thanh chu
d& quan xuyén (motif) va nguyén tic dan dit chi phdi dong chay cua ciu
chuyén.”
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tién thuc sy 1a Thién Chua ca vi d6i v6i minh: “Néu Thién
Chila ¢ véi t6i va gin giit ti trong chuyén di t6i dang thuc
hién, néu Nguwoi ban cho téi banh an ao mdc, néu t6i dwoc tré
vé nha cha toi binh an, thi Puc Chua sé la Thiéen Chua cua
t61” (St 28,20-21). Jacob ciing khong quén doan hira hai diéu
cung Thién Chua: “Hon da nay la hon da toi da dung lén lam
tru sé la nha cua Thién Chua; va lay Chua, moi sy Ngai ban
cho con, con sé dang cho Ngai mét phian muoi” (St 28,22).

C6 thé noi duoc, qua 3 diéu kién va ca 10i doan hira ma
Jacob noi ra, Jacob con lau 1dm méi dat dén tdm muc “dic
tin” nhu Ong ndi Abraham, khi 6ng mau méin cit budc 1én
duong theo tiéng goi cua Thién Chaa: “Hay roi bé xir s6, ho
hang, va nha cha nguoi, ma di t6i dat Ta sé chi cho nguwoi”
(St 12,1), hay khi dng Abraham toan tdm toan y thi hanh ménh
1énh Chta truyén: “Hay dem con ciia nguoi, dira con mét yéu
dau cia ngwoi la Isaac, hdy di dén xir Moriah ma ddng né
lam 1é toan thiéu & ddy, trén mét ngon nii Ta sé chi cho”
(St 22,2). Cau Jacob cua ching ta ¢ day, cau khong chi phai
thuc hién nhiing budc rong rudi vé qué ngoai xa x01, ma cau
con phai budc vao cude hanh trinh dirc tin, dé duc tin cua cau
dat dé vao Thién Chua, c6 thé dat dén tam muc truong thanh
va ca vi nhu 6ng ndi Abraham.

Nhing tinh tiét ciia cau chuyén tiép sau d6 sé cho ching
ta tha”iy Thién Chua sé thoa ba diéu kién Jacob néu ra, vuot
xa nhitng gi Jacob trong doi. Co thé néi duoc: ngoai sy kién
Thién Chtia cach nay hon 40 nam da dua ra cau tra 101 cho 101
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thinh nguyén cta ba Rebekah, theo d6 “dira lon sé lam t6i dira
be” (St 25,23), qua do tién bao vé vi thé trdi vuot caa Jacob
so voi Esau anh minh, thi cau chuyén tai Bethel nay duoc ké
1a 1an dau tién Thién Chua truc tiép bay to cho Jacob biét ké
hoach yéu thuong va quan phong ctia Nguoi danh cho cau.
Néu nhin tir nhan quan nay, doc gia phan nio cam nghiém
duogc mot cach chic chin: cude xung dot gitra Jacob va Esau
rdt cudc ciing s& duge giai quyét mot cach ém thdm nho vao
su can thi¢p ctia Thién Chua.

2. Trdi qua nhiéu kinh nghiém nhd doi
va kinh nghiém vé Thién Chiia

Mot trong nhiing thanh t6 tao nén mot cudc hoa giai co
¥ nghia, d6 chinh la phia nguo1 gy hoa phai thanh tdm nhéan
18i. Va trong rat nhidu trudng hop nhu ching ta c6 thé bat gip
trén doi, sy thanh tim d6 nhiéu khi lai dén tir chuyén ké gy
hai s& phai trai qua diéu trong tu ma minh trude day da giy
ra cho nguoi khac. Cau chuyén cua Jacob tai nha gia dinh 6ng
Laban 1a mot thi du dién hinh cho diéu nay. Gieo gi6 it gip
bdo: chuyén nay dung trong truong hgp cta Jacob.

Nhung nhin duéi nhin quan die tin, diéu nay ciing khong
nam ngoai dudng 16i sw pham diéu ky ctia Thién Chua, Pang
d3 hién ra v6i Jacob tai Bethel, v6i 101 doan chic “Nay Ta sé
0 véi nguoi; nguwoi di bat cir noi nao, Ta sé gin giik ngueoi, va
Ta sé dwa ngueoi vé dat nay, vi Ta sé khdng bé nguwoi cho dén
khi Ta hoan thanh diéu Ta da phan véi nguor” (St 28,15). Loi
doan chic nay 14 bao chig cudc hoa giai giita Jacob va Esau
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s& thanh tyu, néu ca hai nhan vat, cach riéng la Jacob, déng
long dé Thién Chua chéo 14i con thuyén doi ho dén bén mo,
chip nhan phai trai qua nhiéu song gio trong doi dé hoc biét
cach hoa giai chan thanh nhét.

Tré lai chuyén cta Jacob: sau nhiing chang duong dai,
cudi cung Jacob ciing dén nha bac Laban, va cdu da duoc
chao dén nong hau ¢ d6. Piéu nay ham y diéu kién thir nhat
ma Jacob da dit ra voi Thién Chua tai Bethel, cu thé 1a “néu
Thién Chiia ¢ véi téi va gin gitk téi trong chuyén di téi dang
thuc hien” (St 28,20a), diéu kién nay da thanh tyu my man
nho sy quan phong cta Thién Chaa. Thanh Kinh ké lai: sau
khi nghe c6 con géi Rachel thuat lai, 6ng Laban “vira nghe noi
aén Jacob, con cua em gdi ong, lién chay ra don, om cdu ma
hén, réi duea vao nha” (St 29,13). Trong bau khi duoc don tiép
nhu thé mdt ngudi than 1au ngdy 1dm moi hoi huong, Jacob
xem chimng khong giau giém diéu chi hét. “Cdu ké lai cho ong
Laban hét moi chuyén” (St 29,13).

Hét moi chuyén gi vay? Thanh Kinh khong néi rd, nhung
theo mach vin ciia cu chuyén, chiing ta c6 thé muong tuong:
Jacob di ké cho Laban nghe 1y do minh thuc hién chuyén di
nay; hanh trinh dién tién ra sao. R4t c6 thé, trong luc cao hing
va trong bau khi 4m ctng, cau khong ngan ngai ké lai chuyén
minh da 1am thé nao chiém Iy 16i chuc phuc cua cha, vi 18 d6
ma dao sau thém moi bat hoa véi Esau, khién Esau 6m héan
mudn séat hai cau; chuyén cha me khong vui v6i canh cé nang
dau ngoai toc trong nha; cung udc mudn vira lanh nan, vira
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lai lay dugc nang dau trong dong ho cho cha me minh dugc
vui long.

Khi nghe Jacob ké hét moi su, 6ng Laban lién cat tiéng:
“Chau diing la cot nhuc cia bac!” (St 29,14). Hién nhién,
trude khi Jacob ké mot mach moi chuyén, khi don cau vao
nha va tiép don nong hau, thi Laban da biét Jacob 1a con cia
em gai minh, 13 ¢6t nhyuc ciia minh roi. Pau can phai nghe
xong chuyén ndy, Laban méi nhin nhan chuyén ¢t nhuc voi
Jacob. Cau noi nay cua Laban, vi thé, hau nhu c6 4n vy, dai loai
nhu: nghe chuyén chau ké, bac thay chau sao gidng bac qua, &
cai khoan “danh lra” ngudi khac. Nhing dién bién tiép theo &
cau chuyén s& cho chung ta thiy rd Laban va Jacob qua 14 “cdt
nhuc” cia nhau ¢ khoan dung muu ha guc nguot khac. Laban
xem chimg con cao tay 4n hon Jacob ¢ chuyén nay.

= Hét long vi ngudi minh yéu

Jacob & v6i Laban. Cau dé mat dén co con gai ut cua
nguoi bac minh. Co nay tén la Rachel, mot nguoi con gai
“duyén déang va cé nhan sdc” (St 29,17). Khong biét sau nay,
ba Rachel co gitr dugc nét dep ciia minh nhu ba ndi Sarah
khong, 1a ngudi ¢ do tudi trén dudi 65, van duge khong chi
Abram chdng ba, ma con ca dam quan thin Ai-cap tan tung voi
Pharaoh vé sic nudc nghiéng thanh ciia ba (x. St 12,11.14-15).
Nhung it 1a vao luc nay, hién nhién xét theo bé ngoai, thi
Rachel bo xa ¢6 chi Leah cua minh. Qua vay, c6 Leah, con
gai ca cua ong Laban, dugc mo ta khong miy an tuong véi
chiing ta, hién nhién vdi ca Jacob nira: “Cé Leah mat lo do”
(St 29,17).
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Va mot khi tam tri da giri gdm cho c¢6 Rachel, thi Jacob
chang ngai dung st trai hung ctia minh dé cat lyc lam viéc
cho bac Laban. Cau tinh nguyén: “Chdu sé phuc vu bac bay
nim dé dwoc Rachel, con gdi it ciia bac” (St 29,18). Khi nhan
dugc sy thuan tinh cia Laban, Jacob da hang say lam viéc,
thoi gian tréi qua that nhanh, nhu 10i Thanh Kinh viét: “Vi
¢ Rachel, Jacob dd phuc vu bdy ndm, nhung doi véi cdu
chi nhw vai ngay, vi cu qua yéu c6” (St 19,20). Pay ¢o 1€ 1a
khoang thoi gian dep nhat d6i voi Jacob, boc 1 nhiing t6 chat
t6t dep noi Jacob. Cau vui tuoi lam viéc, chang né ha diéu gi.
C6 Rachel trg thanh ngudn dong luc cho cau. Ctr mdi ngay
troi qua, Jacob lai cang gan véi udc mo sanh duyén véi nguoi
minh yéu.

= An phai trai ding tit Laban

Ngay dugc sanh duyén ciing nang Rachel da dén. Jacob
manh dan thua vdéi 6ng Laban: “Xin bac giao vo chdu cho
chau, vi chau dd man han, va chau muén lui téi véi nang”
(St 19,21). Moi su dién bién theo hudng Jacob mong udc.
Hon 1& dugce cir hanh. Nhung cudc doi khong nhur 1 mo. Sau
dém dong phong hoa chuc 4y, Jacob méi v& 18: ¢6 dau lai 1a
Leah c6 cip mét 10 do khong méy an tuong kia. Jacob khong
giéu dugc ndi tirc gian, cau chét van bac Laban, nay cling la
nhac phu ctia minh, bang mot loat ba cau héi t6i tap: “Cha da
lam gi con thé? Con da chcfng phuc vu dé duwoc Rachel sao?
Sao cha lai danh lira con?” (St 29,25).
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Ong Laban dua ra cau giai thich nguy bién: “Trong mién
chung toi khong co lé ga em truoc khi ga chi” (St 29,26). Va
khi biét Jacob nay nhu c4 d cin ciu rdi, ong Laban lién dung
10i 1& vira xoa dju, vira ching ngan ngai ndi & chu dich cua
minh: “Con cit qua tron tudn 1é cwéi véi dira nay da réi cha
sé gd cho con ca dira kia, dé but lai céng con phuc vu ¢ nha
cha thém bay nam nita” (St 29,27).'¢ Thé 1a dé c6 dugc nguoi
minh yéu la c6 Rachel, Jacob du phai chiu Itra gat mot v dau,
van danh phai ngam bd hon lam ngot, mat thém bay nim lao
dong nira cho nhac phu Laban, 1a nhan vat ma Jacob va chung
ta phai thtra nhan la thudc hang su phu veé ngh¢ thuat lura gat.

S di ong Laban c6 thé dé dang khién Jacob mac quai ma
chang thé lam gi dwoc dng, 14 vi hau chic bay niam trude do,
lic méi dén nha bac Laban cua minh, rat c6 thé trong luc cao
himg, Jacob da 16 miéng ké cho nguoi bac nay nghe biét ngon
ngudn 1y do cau dén day, qua d6 ngudi bac Laban nay da nim
duoc tay lira gat cua Jacob. Trach ai by gid, vi chinh Jacob
cling 1a ké da tung Itra anh gat cha minh trude do.

Au ciing 1a y troi! Nhin tir nhin quan tich cuc hon, thi qua
sy kién chang hay ho gi trong cach hanh xir ciia 6ng Laban d6i
voi cau con ré cia minh, Thién Chua dang dé cho Jacob trai
qua kinh nghiém dau don cua nguoi bi danh Itra. Kinh nghiém

1 Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 264. Victor P. Hamilton binh giai: “Laban
khong thiy c6 van dé gi véi chuyén mot ngudi nam cudi hai chi em lam vo.
Céc trinh thuat vé thoi t6 phu ciing vdy. Nhung Ludt sau nay két 4n diéu do
(Lv 18,18). Diéu nay cho thiy cac truyén thong v& Jacob va céc ba vo da co
trude sach Lé-vi.”
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nay trude day Jacob chwa hé co. Trude day, cau nhu thé 1a
nguoi théng cugc trong cac tran dau: cau la nguoi Itra dugc ca
anh minh 14n cha minh. Thanh cong my man ddy, nhung ndi
thuong t6n ma cdu gay ra cho Esau va cho ong Isaac, chac han
cau chua cam nghiém dugc, chua thAm thau dugc.

C6 thé s& kho noi vé mot cude hoa giai cua Jacob voi
Esau sau nay, néu nhu Jacob khong that 1ong cho thoi khic
do. Ma sy that long thuong doi phai cé sy hodn cai that su.
Su hoén cai dén luot minh déi luc lai chi dat duoc khi nguoi
can hoan cai phai udng tht thudc dang da tat tim hon. Mot
trong nhitng phuong thudc xem chimg hitu hiéu gitip chira
tri hanh vi ltra dbi cua Jacob, d6 chinh 1a dé Jacob trai qua
kinh nghiém dau dén cia mQt nguoi phai dung mon “thit ltra”
minh khong mudn.

» Thién Chaa bénh d6 Jacob tai nha Laban

Can nhéc lai diéu kién thir hai ma Jacob di dit ra cho
Thién Chua tai Bethel, d6 1a “néu Nguwoi ban cho toi banh an
va dao mac” (St 28,20b), diéu kién nay ciing da dugc Thién
Chua thuc hién mot cach tuyét voi. Jacob khong chi c6 cua an
4o mac thong thuong, ma nho on Thién Chtia phu trg, 6ng con
trd nén giau co khi séng tai Paddan-aram. Ong dong con da
danh, von di 1a dau chi duoc Thién Chua chic phuc, ong con
s¢ hitu nhiéu cta cai chéng thua kém ai & d6. Du bi nhac phu
Laban bao mon strc Iuc cua minh, nhu chinh 161 Jacob noi véi
2 nguoi ban doi cia minh 1a Leah va Rachel: “Cha cdc ba da
ddanh lira t6i, va dd d6i cong xd ciia téi mueoi lan, nhieng Thién
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A

Chiia dd khéng dé éng dy lam hai t6i” (St 31,7). Jacob ciing
tuyén nhan: “Thién Chiia da ldy dan vt cia cha cdc ba ma
trao cho t6i” (St 31,9). Méy ngay sau do, khi gip ong Laban,
Jacob ciing da rat rudt rat gan noi hét nhimg diéu uat tc trong
long: “Con o nha cha da dwoc 20 nam, con da phuc vu cha
duwoc 14 nam dé dwoc hai ¢é con gdi cua cha, 6 nam dé duwgc
chién cia cha, cha di déi cong xd cia con 10 lan. Gid nhuw
Thién Chua cua cha con, la Thién Chua ong Abraham tho va
la Pang ong Isaac khiép so, da khong & véi con, thi bdy gio
han cha da dé con vé tay khong” (St 31,41-42a).

Luc ro1 khoi nha Laban, theo Iénh truyén cua Thién Chua
(x. St 31,3.13), 6ng Jacob da c6 mat tai san dd s6, ma Thanh
Kinh ghi lai, 1a riéng vé sb dan vat, ong di co gip 10 lan sb
con vét 6ng mudn ting cho Esau: “Ong ldy mét phan cua cdi
tay ong da lam ra, @é lam tang pham biéu 6ng Esau, anh ong:
200 dé cai va 20 dé dwc; 200 chién cai va 20 chién duc; 30
lac da cai dang cho con bu va con cua chung; 40 bo cdi va 10
bo duc; 20 lia cai va 10 liwa con™ (St 32,14-16).

» Cau chuyén hoa giai véi Laban

va kinh nghiém vé Thién Chiia
Nhac phu Laban cam théy tirc t6i khi hay tin Jacob khong
chao ma biét, lang 1€ cung vo con, gia nhan, tai san 1én duong
tré lai nha cha minh tai dat Canaan. Laban cung ddm anh em
ho hang ruot theo, lan nay at phai cho Jacob biét tay. Sau 7
ngay duong, cudi cing, Laban va ddm tuy ting cling dudi
kip Jacob ¢ nuai Gilead” (x. St 31,22-23). Xem chung phen
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nay Jacob khé thoat khoi tai kiép. Nhung khong, hom sau,
ong Laban lai to ra hoa hodn khac thuong. Ay 1a vi Thanh
Kinh cho biét, dm hém trudc, Thién Chiia da bio mong cing
ong, nghiém khac canh cdo ong ché ciy sitc minh ma dung
dén Jacob: “Coi chirng, dimg néi bdt cir diéu gi véi Jacob”
(St 31,24)."7 Pay chinh 1a dau chi cho thiy Thién Chta dang
thoa diéu kién th ba ma Jacob dé néu 1én tai Bethel: “Néu t6i
dweoc tré vé nha cha téi binh an...” (St 28,21).

Nhac phu Laban v€ voi du diéu, tir trach méng dén xoa
diu, to ra &n can lo ling: “Con dd lam gi thé? Con dd danh lira
cha ma dem cdc con gdi cha di nhw thé ti binh chién tranh.
Tai sao con da len lut trén di va da lira cha, khong cho cha
biét, dé cha con tién dwa con trong niém vui tiéng hat, trong
tiéng trong tiéng dan? Con di khéng dé cho cha hén con hon
chau cha. Thét con da hanh dong ngu xuan!” (St 31,26-28).

Khong rd mot phan nhitng 10i 18 xem ra dy an can, quan
tam nay, chira dung dugc bao nhiéu phén tram su thanh that,
nhung cudi ciing 6ng Laban ciing phai moi rudt méc gan noi
ra su that: “Cha co du kha nang lam hai cac con, nhung dém
qua Thién Chila ciia cha cdc con dd phan véi cha rang: “Coi
chimg, dimg néi bt ctr didu gi v6i Jacob’ (St 31,29).

Khoéng thé 1am gi Jacob, vi dtra con ré nay c6 Thién Chua
phu ho, nén éng Laban bén quay qua chii dé khac, cay dang
trach ctr Jacob: “Bdy gio con di vi qua nho nha cha con, nhung

7 Nguyén ngit Do-thai: 16 his§imer loka pen-todabbér im-ya“aqob mittob
€ad-ra‘ - “Coi chung, ding noi voi Jacob tir dieu tot den diéu xau.”
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tai sao con lai Zéy trém cdc than cia cha?” (St 31,30). Jacob
khong hé biét, may thi twong than do, di bi ba Rachel lay di,
lic 6ng Laban di xén 16ng chién (x. St 31,19). Jacob dé cho
ong Laban tu do luc loi tim kiém chung, nhung hdoi 61, ong
nhac phu nay c6 luc tung hét céc 1éu trai cling chéng tim ra,
vi chiing dang bi Rachel dé trong yén lac da ba dang ngdi 1én
trén. Kho ndi, ba lay cé dang “t6i ngay t6i thang” clia nguoi
nit, khong tién dimg 1én dé 6ng Laban lyc 1oi.'®

Hoa ra, cac tuong thin ma ong Laban ton tho lay luc, da
tro thanh thir vat 6 ué, do ban, chiéu theo nhiing gi sach Lé-vi
sau ndy xac dinh: “Khi mét nguoi phu nit ra huyét, huyét tie
thdn thé chay ra, thi né sé ra 6 ué bay ngay vi ¢6 kinh. Bt cir
ai dung vao né, sé ra 6 ué cho dén chiéu. Moi cdi gi khi né
nam khi cé kinh, sé ra 6 ué, moi do vat no ng(;i lén, sé ra 0
ué... Néu cé cdi gi trén gieong hodc do vit né da ngoi lén, thi
ai dung dén cdi d6, sé ra 6 ué cho dén chiéu” (Lv 15,19-23).
C6 18 ba Rachel chang phai roi vao “ngay ciia cac ba cic co,”
ba chi danh Iira cha minh thoi, nhung diém sau xa ma Thanh
Kinh mudn néi dén, c6 1& 1a: may tht tuong than tuong 1a cao

18 R. N. Whybray, “Genesis,” Oxford Bible Commentary, 58. R. N. Whybray
giai thich thém vé cac thin cia Laban: Céc teraphim nay xem chimg 1a
nhitng twong thdn nho dang hinh nguoi. Viée 1am cho ching dwoc dé cap &
T117,5; Hs 3,4 ngu ¥ chung kha phd bién trong thoi ky quan chi cua Israel.
Tuy nhién, sau nay, chiing bi 1én 4n 1a ngiu tuong (Der 10,2) clng voi té
boi toan mé tin, ma duong nhu hai chuyén nay ¢6 méi lién hé v6i nhau (Ed
21,21). Céc tuong thin nay hién nhién quan trong v6i Laban, vi ong c6 vé di
st dung chiing vao viéc xem boi.
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quy va dang t6n kinh kia, thyc 13 chi 1a dam do bo, d6 6 ué. Ai
dung vao chung, chi to ra 6 ué ma thoi.

R4t cude, sau mot hoi hai bén Laban va Jacob 16i qua
tiéng lai, ai cling cho ngudi khac thdu rudt thiu gan ctia minh,
thi ho quyét dinh di dén thoa udc véi nhau, nudc song khong
pham dén nudc giéng, ai vé nha do, khong tim cach giy su
nira. Ho xin Thién Chtia 1am chtng cho ho. Ong Laban noi
v6i Jacob: “Pdy dong dd nay, va day tru dd cha da dit giira
cha va con. Péong dd nay lam chimg va tru dé nay ciing lam
chitng rang cha khéng dwgc vieot qua dong da ndy sang bén
con, va con ciing khéng dwoc vieot qua dong dd nay va tru
da nay sang bén cha véi ¥ do xau. Xin Thién Chila ciia dng
Abraham va Thién Chua cua ong Nahor, Thién Chua cua cha
cdc ngai, xét xu gitta chung ta” (St 31,52-53).

Thé 1a ca Laban va Jacob da di dén duoc thoa thuan chung
v6i nhau. Ho da 1ap giao udc vai nhau, ¢6 Thién Chua lam
chimg.'® Bau khi sau d6 dién ra than tinh. Ho chan tinh chia
tay nhau. Laban cing voi ho hang tré vé. Jacob cung bau
doan thé tir, gia nhén, tiép tuc hanh trinh vé nha cha minh.
Mot két thuc c6 hau, vi tat ca déu dit dudi sy quan phong chd

19 R. N. Whybray, “Genesis,” Oxford Bible Commentary, 58. R. N. Whybray
giai thich thém: “Pay thuc sy la mdt thoa wdc khong don gian gitta 2 ca
nhén, nhung gitta nhirg nguoi dai dién cho 2 dan tge, nhu duge dién ta qua
viée dbng d4 chimg ude c6 dén 2 tén goi: Jegar-sahadutha (tiéng Aram) va
Galeed (tleng Hipri). Pang sau chuyén nay chic hin c6 mot truyén thong
¢b xua vé& mot thoa thudn da timg dat duoc gitra Israel va nguoi Aram, tuy
nhién, ho sau nay da 1dm vao canh binh dao véi nhau vé chuyén lanh thé (x.
2Sm 8; 10; 1V 11; 20; 22; 2V 7-16).”
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che cta Thién Chua danh cho Jacob, nhu 161 Nguoi da phan
cung Jacob 20 nam trudc day tai Bethel: “Nay Ta o voi nguroi;
nguwoi di bat cit noi nao, Ta sé gin gitr nguoi, va Ta sé dwa
ngwoi vé dat nay, vi Ta sé khéng bé ngueoi cho dén khi Ta hoan
thanh diéu Ta dd phdn véi ngueoi” (St 28,15).

Thoa wéc nay gitra Jacob va Laban ciing 1a mot thu tién dé
cho phép doc gia ching ta nhin xa hon vé mot cudc hoa giai
duoc cho doi gitra Jacob va Esau. Va ching ta cling c6 du ly
do dé tin rang bao chimg cho cudc hoa giai gitta hai anh em,
khong ai khéac, van chinh 1a Thién Chua.

3. Lé vdt long thanh va kinh nghiém vé Thién Chiia

Luc dit chan dén vung dét Seir, 1anh dia cta Esau, Jacob
lién sai st gia di trudc ong dén thua chuyén voi 6ng Esau.
Jacob dan do ho phai dung 161 1€ nhiin nhuong thay mat 6ng
to long ton kinh bac huynh trudéng Esau: “Toi to ngai la ong
Jacob noi nhu sau: Toi da tru ngu tai nha ong Laban va da
¢ lai mdi dén bay gio. Toi ¢ bo liva, chién dé, t6i trai t& gdi,
va téi sai nguoi bdo tin cho ngai dé dwoc dep long ngai”
(St 32,5-6).

Nhung nhiing st gid d6 trd vé, chi biét néu 1én hai sy kién:
1. Ho da gap Esau; 2. Esau dang tién vé phia Jacob, vdi 400
nguoi di cung (x. St 32,7). Ho khong hé cho biét phan tng
cta Esau thé nao: thuan hay nghich, hoa hodn hay bao thu?
Jacob khi nghe nhu vay, thi kinh hoang bat via. Ong nghi theo
hudng tidu cuc: 400 ké cing voi Esau dang tién vé phia ong,
chinh 1a dé gay sw, méi nguy hiém lan ndy con cao hon gap
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bdi so voi chuyén vira mdi xdy ra voi 6ng Laban va ddm ho
hang ctia ong dy. Boi thé, vi 1a mot nguoi thc tri da muu, ong
lién “chia nhitng nguoi di véi ong, ciing nhie chién dé, bo va
lac da, déng thanh hai trai. Ong tw nhii: ‘Néu 6ng Esau dén
danh pha mot trai, thi trai con lai co thé thoat™” (St 32,8-9).

Ly tri mach bao Jacob phai hanh dong mau le¢, sao cho
giam thiéu thiét hai hét muc, khi ma theo phén doan cta ong,
nhém cua ong voi da phan 1a dan ba con tré, khong tai nao
c6 thé chong d& ndi dam ngudi cua Esau. Nhung Jacob ciing
thira biét rang luc nay chi 6 Thién Chua méi ctru vin ndi tinh
thé nguy ngp nay. Giai phap kia c6 thanh sy hay khong con
phai nho on trén “che mat” dam nguoi Esau.

Boi thé, ngay khi sép ddt moi su nhu ké hoach, ong tha
thiét kéu xin cung Thién Chua: “Lay Thién Chiia ciia t6 phu
con la ong Abraham, Thién Chua cua cha con la ong Isaac,
lay Pirc Chila, Ddng dd phdn bdo con: ‘Hiy tré vé xt s, vé
v6i ho hang nguoi, va Ta s€ dbi xt nhan hau voi nguoi,” con
bé nhé, ddu xing véi moi an hué va tat cd long thanh tin ma
Ngai da to cho toi to Ngai day. Thdt vay, khi qua song Jordan,
con chi ¢é cdy gay, thé ma gio day da thanh ra hai trai. Xin
gidi thoat con khoi tay anh con, khoi tay anh Esau, vi con s¢
anh dy, s anh dy danh chiing con, danh ca me lan con. Chinh
Ngai dd phdn véi con: “Ta s& dbi xir rat nhan hau voi nguoi,
va s& lam cho dong doi nguoi nén nhiéu nhu cat ngoai bién,
khong thé dém duogc vi qua dong’ (St 32,10-13).
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C6 1& day 1a 16i cau nguyén dai hoi nhit ctia Jacob cho
dén thoi diém nay trong cude doi ong. Noi dung ra, day dugc
ké 14 101 cau nguyén dau tién ding nghia duoc Thanh Kinh dé
cap dén trong trudng hop ciia Jacob. La thay, con ngudi thién
vé hanh dong cta hai muoi nam nay, da biét danh nhiéu thoi
gian, ngay cé lac nguy cip nay, dé cau xin cung Thién Chia.2’
Tam tinh cau nguyén cta Jacob ciing rat dat dio, dung dén
nhiéu khia canh: nao 1a nhac dén twong quan Thién Chua véi
t6 tién, nhic dén 16 Nguoi htra sé dbi xtr nhan hau va bao vé
ong, nao la bay té tdm tinh cam ta tri an, nao la xin on giai
thoat, nao 1a nhic dén 16i htra cta Thién Chua vé hau dué
dong dao danh cho 6ng.

Thé méi biét luc nay day, trong cam thirc ctia Jacob, Pirc
Chuta ctia t6 tién “hau nhu” 1a Thién Chtia ¢4 vi cua chinh 6ng
rdi. Ptec tin dugc t6 tién truyén thy sip trd thanh duc tin ca
vi thuc thy rdi. Chi con mot chut nita thoi, thi 3 diéu kién ma
Jacob néu ra v&i Thién Chua, cach day 20 nam, tai Bethel, s€
dugc thanh toan my man, Puc Chua sé 1a “Thién Chuaa cua
Jacob” (x. St 28,20-21).

* Cudc vat 1on véi Thién Chua

Sau 101 cau nguyén tha thiét d6, Jacob tiép tuc sap dit moi
su theo hudng lam cho Esau ngudi gian.?! Ong can dan gia

20

R. Kent Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing. Preaching the Word
(Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2004), 399. R. Kent Hughes nhin thiy su
trudng thanh thiéng liéng ctia Jacob qua 101 cau nguyén nay.

2 W. Lee Humphreys, The Character of God in the Book of Genesis: A
Narrative Appraisal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001), 190.
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nhan, khong chi thay mat Jacob thua gui voi Esau mot cach
t6n kinh, ma con danh nhiéu 18 vat dang tang Esau. Jacob
“siao ting dan vt riéng ré cho cdc day té va bao ho: ‘cac
nguoi hiy di trude t6i va dé mot khoang cach gitra mdi dan
vat’ (St 32,17). Néu Esau c6 hoi vé chu nhéan cua dan vat, thi
cac day t& phai tra 10i: “[dan vat] cia 16i t& ngai la Jacob.
Day la tang pham ong dy giri biéu ngai Esau, con chinh éng
thi dang di dang sau chiing t61” (St 32,19). Ong cin din diéu
nay k¥ cang v6i 3 nguoi dy t& dong vai tro nhiing ké tién
dang 1& vat, va voi tt ca nhitng ké di sau cac dan vat. Ong
Jacob ty nhu: “Ta cho tang pham nay di trée dé lam cho anh
ay ngudi gidn; sau do ta sé gidp mdt anh dy va may ra anh dy
sé né ta” (St 32,21).

Kinh Thanh ké tiép vé Jacob: “Tang pham di trude, con
chinh éng nghi lai dém dy trong trai” (St 32,22). Nhung dém
d0, Jacob dudng nhu van c6 diéu gi bit an, nén ong thirc day,
“dem theo hai ba vo, hai ngu’(‘fi nir ty va muwoi mot dira con,
va ong loz qua song Jabbok.*2 Ong dem ho theo, dwa ho qua
séng, roi dwa tdi san ciia 6ng qua. Ong Jacob & lai mot minh”
(St 32,23-25a).

W. Lee Humphreys da nhén xét khong sai: “Sau khi dd kéu cdu, van xin, va
nhéc lai 161 Chua hita bao vé ong, Jacob khong don gian chi biét ngdi chd
cac su kién xay ra...”

2 Tremper Longman III, “Jabbok,” The Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary,
gen. Ed (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2013). Tremper Longman III: “Jacob
vat 16n voi ‘mot ngudi’ tai Jabbok (St 32,22-27), gy chu ¥ bang 16i choi chi
cua nguoi thudt truyén: ‘Jabbok’ (yabboq), ‘Jacob’ (ya’aqob), va ‘ong vat
1on’ (ye’abeq).”
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Khi con lai mdt minh, 6ng Jacob da c6 mot kinh nghi¢m
la Iung, “co mot ngwoi vat lon voi ong cho den lic rang dong”
(St 32,25b).2 Sau mot hdi quan thao, ngudi d6 “thdy khong
thang dwgc dng, bén danh vao khdp xwong héng ciia Jacob,”
khién né6 bi trat (x. St 32,26). Ngudi d6 doi Jacob budng minh
ra, nhung Jacob doi ngudi 4y phai chiic phic cho minh thi
moi chiu budng. Ngudi Ay hoi Jacob tén 14 gi. Khi Jacob xung
tén minh ra, nguoi Ay da noi: “Nguwoi ta sé khéng con goi tén
ngwoi la Jacob nita, nhung la Israel, vi nguoi di dau véi
Thién Chiia va véi nguoi ta, va nguoi da thang” (St 32,29).
Nguoi d6 khong chiu noéi tén minh ra, nhung lai chic lanh
cho Jacob. Sau do, ong Jacob dat tén noi do la Penuel vi 6ng
noi: “Toi da thd'y Thién Chiia mat déi mat, ma t6i dé dwoc tha
mang” (St 32,31).

Nhu thé, d6i véi Jacob, sau khi da duge doi tén, roi duge
chiic phuc, va khi hoan hon lai, dng tin nhan minh khong phai
dau véi nguoi pham, ma d4u v6i bac than minh, ma phai noi
cho dung, 14 d4u vé&i Thién Chuaa (du Ngudi xuat hién dudi
hinh dang con ngudi). Ong cam thiy minh that may mén vi
dugc tha mang, chi bi danh trat xwong hong thoi. Néu Déng
ay khong nwong tay, thi Jacob dd mat mang roi.

23

Tremper Longman III, “Jacob,” The Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary.
Tremper Longman III xem cugc vat 1on 1a cach Thién Chua dap lai 101 kéu
xin tha thiét cua Jacob: “Pém d6, Jacob con lai mot minh, va 11 cau xin cua
ong da duogc dap 1oi theo mét cach la thuong dudi dang mot nguoi vt 1on,
dwoc ban vin mo ta nhu thé vira 1a ngudi vira 1a than linh (St 32,22-32).”
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Vi tén goi mai la Israel, von thuong dugc hiéu 1a “Thién
Chua diing manh,”* do chinh Thién Chua dat cho minh,
Jacob gio ddy dang mang theo minh mét dinh ménh méi.>
Tén goi Jacob, von timg bi Esau cay dang lién két vai yéu
t6 lira gat, nhu Esau dé timg than thd: “C6 phdi vi né tén la
Jacob, ma né da hdt cang con dén hai lan? Né da doat quyén
truong nam cua con, bay gio ddy no lai doat loi chuc phuc
ciia con” (St 27,35-36);2 tén goi d6 van dugc Sach Thanh
dung dén sau su kién nay.?” Tuy nhién, Sach Thanh ké tir day

2 X. Cht thich (d) cia Nhom CGKPV, Kinh Thdnh, 81. Cac tac gia khac nhu
Georg Fischer va R. Kent Hughes, hiéu tén goi Israel theo nghia “Thién Chuia
[s&] chién dau.” R. Kent Hughes giai thich: “Tén goi Israel theo nguyén ngit
c6 nghia 1a “Thién Chua chién ddu’ (God fights hay God strives). Nhung &
day, cach hiéu pho thong nhan manh dén cudc dau ciia Jacob. Danh xung
“Thién Chiia chién ddu’ hay cach giai thich binh dan ‘nguoi di dau va da
thing’ vi thé mic ldy mot y nghia quan trong cho cic cudc tranh chip sau
nay.” x. Georg Fischer, Der Jakobsweg der Bibel: Gott suchen und finden
(Stuttgart: Verlag Katholisches Bibelwerk, 2010), 71-72; R. Kent Hughes,
Genesis: Beginning and Blessing. Preaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway
Books, 2004), 401.

2 John S. Kselman, “Genesis,” The HarperCollins Bible Commentary, 103.
John S. Kselman nhén xét vé viéc nay: “Viéc ddi tén thanh Israel, ham v mot
su thay ddi vé nhan cach va dinh mang.”

2% Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 227.Victor P. Hamilton giai thich: “Hién
nhién, Esau ban tam nhiéu hon véi chuyen mét 10 chuc phic hon chuyén
mét quyen truong nam. Khong thiy co chd nao Esau phan déi chuyén tir bo
quyén truong nam. Cau khong bao gio noi véi ong Isaac: ‘Cha chi c6 mot
quyén truong nam thoi sao?”.”

2 Robert Alter, Genesis: Translation and Commentary (New York: W. W.
Norton & Company, 1996), 182. Robert Alter luu y: Trong khi Abraham
dwoc goi 1a Abraham ké tir khi dwoc Thién Chua ddi tén tir tén goi Abram,
thi Jacob trong phan 16n trudng hop van dwoc goi 1a Jacob. Do dé, tén goi
Israel khong thuc sy thay thé hoan toan tén goi Jacob, nhung 1a mot tén goi
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ciing luu ¥ chiing ta rang: Jacob con ¢6 mot tén goi méi, do
Thién Chua dit cho 6ng, tén goi nay sau ndy s& chuyén tir ca
nhan Jacob sang thanh tén goi cho dan toc phat xuat tir ong,
do 1a dan Israel.

Sau cudc vat 10n ky la nay, Jacob di khap khiéng vi bi trat
xuong hong. Vé phuong dién thé 1y, 6ng co vé kém hon so
voi trude day. Bay gio di gap Esau, chan viing budc trén mat
dat ma 1ong con e ngai, thi hudng ho gi lac ndy chan lai budc
cao budc théip. Nhung khong, sau cudc vat 1on nay, du cé vé
bat loi vé mit thé 1y, nhung Jacob lai dugc cung b niém cay
trong voi tén goi moi 1a Israel: 6ng s€ dugc “Thién Chua diing
manh” ché che; Nguoi sé biéu 16 quyén ning ctia Nguoi doi
voi 6ng; 6ng sé khong phai so bat ctr ai, ké ca Esau voi hon
400 ngudi ho téng; Jacob s& 13 “ngudi chién thing,” néu xay
ra cudc xung dot khong mong mudn giira hai anh em. Qua 1a,
khi yéu sure, lai la lac manh stre. Ay la vi Jacob ¢6 Thién Chua
hang bénh d& chd che dng.

» Cudc hoa giai nam ngoai trong doi

Jacob da c6 dugc bao chung tro gitup tir Thién Chua, qua
cudc van 1on dém qua. Viéc ong duoc ddi tén thanh Israel,
ham ¥ Thién Chua sé& 13 ngudn stitc manh bénh d& ong. Viéc
“ngudi bi an” giai nghia tén mdi cua Jacob, 1a “nguwoi da
dau véi Thién Chita va véi nguoi ta, va ngwoi dd thang”
(St 32,29), gia dinh mot chién théng danh cho Jacob, néu Esau

dong nghia. Léi thuc hanh nay thuong dugc tim t}léy trong thi ca, noi ca hai
tén goi Jacob va Israel thuong dugc dung song doi voi nhau.
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phét dong chuyén binh dao. Hién nhién, Jacob chang thé nao
thing dugc Thién Chua, néu Ngudi khong nhuong cho dng c¢6
duoc thé uy phong d6. Chinh miéng Jacob da tuyén xung diéu
d6: “Téi da thdy Thién Chila mdt doi mat, ma t6i da dwoc tha
mang” (St 32,31).

Tuy nhién, Jacob khong vi thé ma tré nén ti duong tu déc.
Ong khong con phai so Esau nita, nhung ong s& van hanh xtr
that khiém ha. Sau khi da sap xép thir tu bau doan thé tir theo
mirc d6 nhimg ké dtng cudi dugc sing ai nhat - “Ong xép cdc
nit ty voi con cua ho di dau, ba Leah véi cdc con ciia ba di
sau, ba Rachel voi Joseph di chot” (St 33,2) - Jacob vuot 1én
phia truéc dé don gip Esau. “Ong sup xudng dat lay bay lan
trde khi dén gan anh minh” (St 33,3).

Liéu 6ng Jacob c6 can phai 1am nhu thé khong? Sao lai ha
minh dén nhu vay, du da c6 bao chung su bao v¢ dén tir Thién
Chtia? R3 rang ¢ day Jacob khong hanh dong vi khiép so nita,
nhung vi to 10ng ton kinh voi bac huynh trudng. Du da tiép
nhan quyén trudng nam tir Esau, va di nhan 10i chiic phiic tir
cha minh la Isaac cadch nay hon 20 ndm, trong d6 c6 cau: “Con
hay lam chu cac anh em con, va cac con cua me con phai sup
xué'ng lay con” (St 27,29), viéc sup lay cua Jacob trudc Esau
duong nhu mubn giri mot thong diép tinh t& cho anh minh:
Esau, anh méi dang nhan duogc 101 chuc lanh cia cha, xin
nhan noi em madt lay. Va khong chi c6 mot lay, ma dén bay
lay, nghia 1 hét strc ton kinh; ma néu chi néi dén t6n kinh thi
cling chua du, phai noi dén ca yéu t6 hi 16i xin tha thir vi bao
1am 13i Jacob da gay ra cho Esau.
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Con vé phia Esau thi sao? Truéc mot Jacob dang tay
khong chay dén sup lay minh, néu mudn, thi chi cAn mot nhat
gido ciing du cho Esau lay mang Jacob. Nhung Esau da khong
lam Véy Thénh Kinh ghi lai' “Ong Esau chay lai don em, 6m
cham ldy, bd ¢6 ma hén, réi ca hai cing khéc” (St 33,4). Qua
la mdt canh cam dong, chi c6 dugc khi nhitng ngudi than yéu
lau ngay xa cach nay lai dugc gap nhau.?® Khong c6 mot chut
bau khi nghi ky gi ¢ day ca; ciing chang con hinh anh cia
mot Esau cach ddy 20 nim di timg tuyén bd: “Sap dén ngay
lo dém tang cho cha ta réi; by gio ta sé giét Jacob, em ta”
(St 27,41).

= Mot Esau da dugc bién doi

Esau bay gio da khac, khong con 1a Esau ctia 20 nam vé
trude. Du Kinh Thanh khéng gidi thich gi vé viéc thay doi
nay, nhung khi doc dudi nhan quan dice tin, doc gia chung ta
phai cong nhan diéu Kinh Thanh muén am chi: chinh Thién
Choa di timg budc 1am bién ddi cudc doi cua Esau. Budc
trude tién dé nhan ra, d6 1a viéc Esau biét sta 13i: Ngay khi
biét cha me minh chi mong c6 nang dau trong than tdc, vi hai

2 Claus Westermann, Genesis, transl. David E. Green (London - New York:

T&T Clark International, 2004), 233. Claus Westermann c6 cung mot suy
nghi nhu vay, va con binh giai thém: “Sy tha thir 4@ mac nhién thé hién noi
cu chi don nhan néng héu. Viéc thiéu véng mot cau minh nhién néi vé sy
tha thir cua Esau la do phat Xuét tir hoan canh 4y; cdu chuyén s€ bi huy hoai
néu chung ta nghe Esau noi: “T61 tha thtr cho cha.” Diéu nay cho thiy nguoi
ké chuyén c6 sy hiéu biét sau sic vé ban tinh con nguoi; trong mot s6 hoan
canh, sy tha thir mang nét trung thuc hon néu né khong dugc néi ra, nhung
4n minh qua mot hanh dong hay ctr chi.”
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nguoi vo ngoai tdc cua minh da lam cha me dau khé, thi Esau
da dén nha ong Ishmael (bac minh), “cudi thém cé Mahalath,
la con gai cua ong Ishmael, con ong Abraham, va la em gai
cua ong Nebaioth” (St 28,9).

Con trong cau chuyén chiing ta dang ban t61, chinh Esau da
thira nhén, vé phuong dién ctia cai vat cht, dng khong hé thiéu,
nhu 101 6ng n6i véi Jacob: “Téi cé nhiéu réi, chii a! Cdi gi ciia
chii, chit cir gitr 1ay” (St 33,9). Thé méi noi, du khong nhan
dugc 101 chuc phuc ctia 6ng Isaac, ma chi nhan dugc 161 cha
tién bao vé minh va vé hau dué cia minh: “Kia, noi ¢ ciia con
sé cach xa dat dai mau m& va khéng dwoc swong ti troi cao
gieo xuong. Con sé song nho thanh guwom ciia con, sé lam toi
em con. Nhung khi con nay ddy mai do, con sé giii duoc ach em
con ra khoi ¢é con” (St 27,39-40), nhung Thién Chuia van quan
phong dé Esau van co duoc doi song du gia va c6 quyén luc.?

C6 1& sau 20 nam, thoi gian 1a vién thudc tién, da it nhiéu
chita lanh vét thuong long cua Esau. Ong ciing da nhan ra
Thién Chua khong bo roi 6ng. Va voi tat ca nhimg gi da xay
ra, khi nhin vé tinh cach va 16i hanh xir ctia minh, rat c6 thé
Esau di thdy minh khong thuc sy thich hop dam nhan quyén
truong nam, va cling khong xing dang 1 ké tiép nhan 10i

2 Robert Alter, Genesis: Translation and Commentary (New York: W. W.
Norton & Company, 1996), 185. Robert Alter c6 cuing mot suy nghi nhu vy,
khi binh giai: “Esau trén thyc té da tro thanh mot vi vuong gia (prince), du
6ng mat quyén truong nam va 10i chic phuc, va éng ¢6 thé néi véi Jacob theo
kiéu quang dai ciia vi vuong gia.”



Cau Chuyén Hod Gidi Gidia Jacob Va Esau 123

chuc phuc ctia cha minh.*® Phai cong tam ma noi, néu khong
c¢6 on Chua, va nd luc thay doi ban than, thi Esau khong thé
hanh xtr ndbng am véi Jacob khi gap lai em minh.

Thé nén, mudn c6 hoa gii thuc su, “ké bi hai” nhu Esau
khong thé chi biét chi ngon tay quy toi vao tén luong gat
Jacob kia, ma con phai biét nhin lai chinh minh va can dugc
bién ddi. Vi 1& gi nén c6 su 20 ndm trude day? Néu biét nhin
lai ban than, va nho on Chaa gitp, ké bi hai s& thiy duoc
nhiéu diéu thiéu so6t noi minh, tir tim tinh dén cach hanh xu,
ké ca 4m muu nguy hiém 12 mudn x6a s6 em minh khoi cudc
song nay; nhimg thir nay it nhiéu di tao nén mot phan cau
chuyén khong hay xay ra. Khi nhan ra nhiing thiéu sét noi
ban than, Esau méi tim thiy dwoc thtr 4nh sang tha thi, va tir
d6 méi timg budc chira lanh nhitng vét thuong long do tinh
trang bi luong gat kia dé lai. Va mot khi nhan ra, du bi em
minh Itra gat, du bi m¢ minh chi muu vu nay, Esau khong
vi thé bj Thién Chia loai bo. Ngai van yéu thwong Esau, van
ban nhitng on can thiét dé ong séng xtimg hop véi on goi lam
ngudi va 1am con Thién Chua trong nhitng hoan canh cy thé.

Esau khong mu6n nhan qua cua Jacob, vi 6ng thay minh
da dugc Thién Chiia d61 xur nhan hau, 6ng c6 du cta cai vat

30 John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative: A Biblical-Theological
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992), 190. Khi
tim hiéu ¥ nghia cta doan van St 26,34-35, v6n xuét hién ngay truéc chuong
27 (Isaac chuc lanh cho Jacob), ma theo doan van d6 Esau di liy phai hai
ngudi vo ngoai toc, 1a nhitng ké di gy ra nhiéu dau khé cho hai 6ng ba Isaac
va Rebekah, John H. Sailhamer da nhén xét: St 26,34-35 hay hanh dong cta
Esau “cho thiy Esau khong thich hop thira huéng 161 chuc phiic cia cha minh.”
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chat rdi. Nhung sau khi nghe dugc nhing 10i chan tinh cua
Jacob: “Néu téi dep long ngai, thi xin ngai nhan ting pham
tw tay t6i biéu. That vy, t6i da nhin thdy mat ngai nhiw nhin
thay mat Thién Chiia, va ngai da té long thwong doi voi téi.
Xin ngai nhdn ldy mén qua t6i dwa dén d@é cau phiic cho ngdi,
vi Thién Chua da thuwong ban cho toi va toi co du moi su”
(St 33,10-11). Thé 13, gid ddy mén qua Jacob mudn biéu
tang Esau khéng con mang y nghia “lam Esau ngudi gian”
(x. 32 21) ma dé “cau phac cho Esau.” P6 khong con 1a thi
vat chat dé mua sy tha thir ctia Esau, ma 14 ting pham ctia long
kinh mén, dé thong chia cho Esau tinh thuong Thién Chtia da
danh cho Jacob, véi udc nguyén Thién Chua cling s€ to tinh
thuong cua Nguoi cho Esau nhu Ngudi da thue hién cho Jacob.

Jacob nai ép va Esau da nhan mén qua an tinh nay, nhu
don nhéan 101 cau phic cia Jacob cho minh. Hai muoi nim
trude day, Jacob da tudc doat 161 chiic phiic ma 1€ ra danh cho
Esau. Qua cu chi kinh biéu, cung 101 1€ khiém ha, xem minh
chi 1a hang t61 t& trudc mat anh minh, Jacob thuc sy mudn hoa
giai v6i anh minh. Ong cling mong uéc nhimg gi t6t dep ma
ong thira huong dugc tir 161 chtic phtic ciia cha minh la Isaac,
cling s€ dugc lan toa sang ca Esau, anh minh.*!

Hai anh em sau d6, mdi nguoi di theo nga riéng ctia minh.
Ho gip lai nhau khi 6ng Isaac qua doi, huong tho 180 tudi, dé

3l John H Sa1lhamer T he Pentateuch as Narratzve 190 John H Sailhamer da

Edom, 12 mot yéu té quan trong vé niém vi hong twong lai cua cac sach Ngon
St sau nay (Am 9,12; d/c Cv 15,17). B¢ la birc tranh vé 161 hira cua Thién
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hai anh em cung chon cit cha minh (x. St 35,27-29). Nhung
trude do, Jacob da thuc hi¢n mot hanh vi mang tinh biéu
twong, nhu thé qua hanh vi nay, ong va gia dinh tuyén nhén
Thién Chua khong chi 1a Thién Chua ciia 6ng, ma con 1a Pang
duy nhit ma ong va gia dinh ton thd. Hanh vi biéu twong d6
chinh 14 trude khi dén Bethel, noi Thién Chua di hién ra véi
6ng 20 nam trudc ddy, Jacob di truyén cho moi nguoi trong
gia dinh va trong dam gia nhan phai “logi b6 hét cdc than
ngoai bang ho dang gitr va cdc khuyén ho dang deo o tai, va
ong Jacob chén nhitng thir dy dwdi goc cdy van hiong gan
Sikhem” (St 35,4).

C.LOI KET

Su bat hoa gitra hai anh em Jacob va Esau c6 nhiéu nguyén
nhan, trai qua nhiéu giai doan trong cudc doi cua hai nhan vat
ndy. Mau chdt cua viée hoa giai gitra Jacob va Esau 1a do tac
dong cua Thién Chua. Co lic Kinh Thanh trinh bay chuyén nay
cach minh nhién. Co lac ching ta phai “doc ra” diéu nay tir

Chua danh cho Abraham s€ thanh tyu: ‘Nho nguoi moi gia toc trén mat dat
s€ dugc chuc phuc’ (St 12,3).”

Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 375. Victor P. Hamilton nhan xét: “Truong
hop trong (g rd nhat véi cac hanh dong ciia Jacob dudng nhu 1a trudong hop
cua Joshua, 1a nguoi (tai Sikhem) ciing truyén cho cac ky muc ‘Anh em héy
virt bo cac than cha 6ng anh em da phung thd bén kia Séng Ca va & Ai-cép,
va hay phung tho Puc Chua’ (Gs 24,14). Sy hién dién cta ‘cac than khac’
s& 1a mot can trd ddi v6i viée phung sy YHWH cach phai dao. Ngon ngit
cua Jacob cling twong rng voi ngdn nglt ctia Samuel, 12 nguoi cling kéu goi
dan Israel tré lai v6i nghi thirc giao u6c xa xua 1a tir bo cac than ngoai (1Sm
7,3tt).”

32



126 Hop Tuyén Thén Hoc - $6 53

nhitng manh mdi it 6i hay & nhiing chi tiét tan mac d6 day trong
cau chuyén cua Jacob va Esau. RAt can c6 mot cam thirc dirc
tin du sau, thi ching ta méi cdm nhan dugc ban tay ky di¢u cua
Thién Chua dan dat moi chuyén di dang hudéng, ngay ca khi
nhitng nhan vat trong cdu chuyén nay hanh xir réi tung ca lén.

Néo duong day toan tinh con ngudi ciia ba Rebekah va
Jacob dé “hién thuc héa” 16i tién bao cta Thién Chta (x. St
25,23) chi mang lai ndi cay déng va sy ban loan tinh than cho
nhitng ngudi bi lra 1a Esau va 6ng Isaac. Va mot khi ndi cay
dang trong 1ong 1én dén dinh diém, thi né s& lam sinh ra mot
thi muu dd bat chinh noi Esau, d6 1a tim cach sat hai em rudt
minh. Cau chuyén hoa giai giira Jacob va Esau, vi thé, chi
thanh hién thuc khi ca hai anh em déu phai duoc bién doi.

Trong nhin quan dtc tin, dugc tro gitp bang nhitng cam
nhén tinh té qua cac tinh tiét cau chuyén, doc gia chiing ta cé
thé nhén ra, du duoc trinh bay luc an luc hién, khong ai khac
nhung chinh Thién Chtia méi 1a Pang mang lai su hoa giai
dich thyc gitra Jacob va Esau. Bang dudng 16i su pham mau
nhiém cta minh, Thién Chtia d3 dé cho Jacob phai trai qua
kinh nghiém ngadm dang nudt cay vé tinh trang bi danh Iira khi
song tai gia dinh 6ng Laban. Nhiing kinh nghiém nam long
nay s& gitp Jacob cam thau dugc nhitng ton thuong minh da
gdy ra cho Esau, anh minh. Va qua nhitng 1an can thiép truc
tiép, hay qua nhitng on ban can thiét, Thién Chua d thé hién
mdt cach rd nét sy hién dién quan phong day yéu thuong cua
Ngudi doi voi ong. Tir mot ké ra di dén Paddan-aram véi ban
tay trang, Jacob tr& vé nha cha, co dwoc tit ca nhiing gi can
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phdi c6 no1 mdt nguoi duge chuc lanh theo quan niém thoi do:
mot gia dinh dong ddo, mdt tai san d6 s, mot duc tin dugc
cing c6 vé mot Thién Chua trong tuong quan ca vi vdi ong.

Thién Chua ciia Jacob hién nhién ciing 1a Thién Chua yéu
thuong Esau. Khong thé c6 mot Esau duoc bién doi va phai
thuc 1ong thdt 1én “téi ¢6 nhiéu roi, chii a! Cdi gi cia chi,
chii cir gitr lay” (St 33,9), néu nhu khong ¢6 on ban cua Thién
Chiia danh cho 6ng. Nhan quan duc tin phai dan dat nguoi
doc dén mot két luan nhu vay.

Cudc hoa gidi gitra Jacob va Esau, vi thé, phai duoc dat
trong vién twong tinh thuong Thién Chua danh cho ca Jacob
va Esau, tinh thuong ay da 1am bién doi ca Jacob 1an Esau, dé
ho ¢6 thé lai dén voi nhau trong tu cach 14 nhimg ngudi anh
em than thiét. Cach riéng trong trudng hop Jacob nhu Thanh
Kinh ghi lai, cudc hoa giai nay 1a mot minh chimg song dong
vé viéc Thién Chiia thanh toan nhiing gi Nguoi da phan voéi
Jacob tai Bethel: “Nay Ta & véi nguoi; nguoi di bat cir noi
nao, Ta sé gin giir nguwoi, va Ta sé duwa nguoi vé ddt nay, vi Ta
sé khéng bo nguweoi cho dén khi Ta hoan thanh diéu Ta dd phdan
voi nguoi” (St 28,15).

Udc chi cau chuyén hoa giai gitta Jacob va Esau ciing
mang lai nguon khoi himg va niém tin thanh toan cho moi nd
lyc hoa giai ma c¢6 thé nhiéu nguoi chung ta dang thyc hién
dé tim cach hoa giai cac cudc tranh chap hay xung dot trong
pham vi c4 nhan, gia dinh, hay qudc gia va thé gioi, dung
cham dén nhiéu 1anh vuc khac nhau!
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