


CO HOI VA THACH BO
CHO THAN HOC BOI CANH
TAI A CHAU

Trdn Quéc Anh

Néi dén than hoc Kito gido, ddc biét 1a vé phuong
dién lich str, nguoi ta thudng lién twong chu yéu
dén su dong gop cla cac tac gia Tay phuong, khoi dau tir
cac gido phu Hy-lap, La-tinh, ndi tiép v6i than hoc kinh vién
thoi Trung ¢ 101 di vao thoi hién dai voi nhiéu giai doan
nho khac nhau. Nhitng danh xung nhu Iréné, Tertulliand,
Origen, Augustind, Anselmd, Toma Aquind, Bonaventura,
hay gan day hon nhu Yves Congar, Karl Rahner, Hans Urs
von Balthasar va nhiéu vi khac chic khong xa la dbi véi cac
sinh vién va gido su than hoc. Qua that, chiing ta khong thé
khong ghi nhan va tri an sy dong gop to 16n cta cac vi nay
trong lich sir than hoc va trong cong trinh kién giai dirc tin.

Trong thoi ky Au chau mé cac thude dia tir thé ky XIX
dén gitra thé ky XX, nén than hoc cua luc dia nay cling
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duoc céc thira sai Cong giao, chu yéu noi tiéng Phap va Tay
Ban Nha, ciing nhu cac nha truyén dao Tin lanh néi tiéng
Ha Lan, Dtrc, Anh/My mang theo va truyén ba tai A chau,
dic biét tai Viét Nam, Trung Hoa, Han Qudc, Philippines,
Indonesia. Cling vay, gidi tri thirc ban dia, dac biét 1a hang
gido si, dugc guri sang Phap, Y, Diic, Anh, My dé hoc than
hoc. Tur hai 1y do lich sir 4y, tu tuong than hoc Au chau da
gop phan khong nho trong viéc xay nén va dinh hinh suy tu
than hoc ¢ cic qudc gia nay. Sau thé chién tht hai, khi cac
dan toc thudc thé gidi A Phi tuyén bd doc lap, thi cac than
hoc gia ban dia, cho du ph?m 16n trong s6 ho dugc dao tao &
trong truyén théng Tay phuong, di bat dau c6 nhimg phan
tinh va suy tu than hoc dya trén nhiing yéu t van hoa, lich
str, kinh té va chinh tri noi ho dang song. Cung cach suy
tu than hoc trén phong nén va hé quy chiéu van hoa ngoai
T4y phuong da tao nén mot tén goi méi: than hoc bdi canh
(contextual theology).

Tir sau Cong ddng Vatican I (1962-1965), viéc cir hanh
phung vu bang ngdn ngir ban dia ciing nhu viéc xay dung
Gigo Hoi dia phuong da dan dén viée c¢b vo cho mot nén
than hoc bdi canh. Cling nhu tai Au chau, truée day cac
sinh vién phai hoc nhing gido trinh than hoc soan bang
tiéng La-tinh. Nhimg thap ky sau nay, thay vao d6 ho dugc
khuyén khich doc, suy tu va trao ddi bang ngén ngir dia
phuong ciing nhu ding cac pham tri vin hod ban dia dé
dién ta dirc tin. L& di nhién, trudc khi ¢6 nhitng sach vo viét
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bang tiéng me dé, sinh vién va gido su A chau, thay vi tiéng
La-tinh, lai phai ding céc sinh ngit qudc té khac nhu tiéng
Phap, Ptic, Anh, Y, TAy Ban Nha cua tac gia Tay phuong
dé hoc va day triét va than hoc.

Dau vay, stic anh huong ciia thin hoc Au-My con rong
rdi va manh mé dén d6 dén nay nhiéu ngudi van xem than
hoc bdi canh 1a nhitng suy tu dic thu cua cac trao luu than
hoc A, Phi va Nam M¥ trong bdi canh hau thudc dia (post-
colonialism), con than hoc ciia Au-M§ méi ¢6 tinh cach phd
quat, dong vai tro chu dao trong suy tu va thuc hanh dtic
tin cho toan thé Kitd gido. Nhung ching ta cling dugc phép
dat cau hoi theo nhu cach noi cua thanh Vincenté thanh
Lérins: C6 chang mot nén than hoc phé quat, “cho moi luc,
moi not1 va moi nguoi” (quod ubique, quod semper, quod ab
omnibus creditum est)' ?

Than hoc Boi canh 1a gi?

Trong mot thoi gian dai, viéc tiép nhan phuong phap
“ban dia hod” (indigenization) hay “hdi nhdp van hod”
(inculturation) dwoc xem nhu mé hinh chinh yéu cho viéc
suy tu than hoc trong bdi canh vin hoa, x3 hoi, va ton gido
cia A chau. Tuy nhién, nha than hoc tin lanh nguoi Dai

! Cau ndi nay trich trong tic pham The Commonitory, chuong 2 doan 6.

Vincenté thanh Lérins 1a mot dan si song déng thoi v6i thanh Augustind.
Ong cho rang mot gido 1y mang tinh cach phd quat phai c6 ba yéu to: N6
¢6 trong truyén thong khong? Né co duge phd bién khong? N6 c6 duoc
Giao Hoi 6 moi noi nhan nhu 1a di san chung khong?
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Loan Shoki Coe (Ng Chiong-hui/Hoang Chuong Huy,
1914-1988) da som nhan ra sy gidi han cua phuong phap
ban dia hoa nay trong suy tu than hoc. Trong mot bai viét
ngin nhung day anh huong dang trén tap chi Theological
Education niam 19732 gido su Coe va cac dong nghiép
James Burtness va Aharon Sapsezian thugc Quy Gido Duc
Than hoc/Theological Education Fund (TEF) cua Lién
Hiép cac Gido Hoi Kitd gido/World Council of Churches
(WCC)® d trinh bay mot cach suy tu than hoc méi.

C6 thé noi Coe 1a ngudi A chau dau tién c¢d v3 cho khai
niém “bdi canh hoa” (contextualization) dé thay cho mo
hinh “ban vi hod” (indigenization) trong viéc day va hoc
than hoc. P6i v6i ong khai niém “ban vi hoa” di 15i thoi
vi né quy chiéu vé quéa khir thay vi hién tai. Ban vi hoé gia
dinh rang chi cin hoi nhap nhitng pham trit Kinh Thanh va
due tin truyén théng vao trong mot nén vin hoa ban dia 13
di. Nhung than hoc cho nguoi chdu A dau chi 1a mot ban
sa0 van hod cua than hoc Au chau! Coe da cho thay nhiing
trao Iuu than hoc vao thoi do (1950-1970) & My La-tinh,

2 Shoki Coe, “In Seach of Renewal in Theological Education,” Theological
Education 9 (1973): 237-43.

* World Council of Churches, tam dich Lién hiép cac Gidao Hoi Kitb gido,
1a mot phong trio dai két ctia cac Giao Hoi Kitd giao duogc thanh 1ap nim
1948 dua trén mé hinh cua Lién Hiép Québc. Hién WCC c6 khoang 350
Gigo Hoi thanh vién 16n nho gom 500 triéu tin hitu trong 110 qudc gia va
lanh thd (xem www.oikoumene.org/en). Tru s& chinh dat tai Geneva. Phéan
16n cac Gido Hoi Chinh thdng va Tin lanh déu 1 thanh vién cia to chiic
nay. Gido Hoi Cong gido chi tham gia vdi tu cach la quan sat vién.
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Phi chau va A chau chang c¢6 gi hon 1a su chuyén dich than
hoc Au chau vao cai vo van hod ban dia. St di¢p cua Tin
Mg chi duoc bién dich lai trong céc truyén théng cua cac
dan toc A, Phi hodac My La-tinh. N61 mdt cach hinh tugng,
1am than hoc theo kiéu nay chi 1a bing cai cay cii trong vao
dat moi!

Vi thuat ngir bdi canh hoa, Coe va cac cong su vién
da dua ra mot phuong phap suy tu than hoc khac dua trén
nhitng yéu t6 dwong dai, c6 kha nang khai phong va hudng
vé tuong lai. Coe cho rang than hoc phai bat dau véi “nhan
dinh vé nhitng du chi cta thoi dai trong viéc rao gidng
Tin Mung, xét xem Thién Chua dang hoat dong & dau va
moi goi chung ta tham du nhu thé nao vao trong viée ay.™
Than hoc bi canh chinh 13 viéc suy tu vé cach Thién Chua
dang tuong tac vdi con nguoi trong hoan canh lich s, van
hod, xa hoi, ton gido, kinh té va chinh tri dic thu cia mdi
cong dong dia phuong. Coe kéu goi cac Gido Hoi Kitd
gido tai A chau néi chung va Pai Loan néi riéng hay lam
than hoc va rao giang Tin Ming trong hoan canh dic thu
ctia minh. Viéc hoc va day than hoc tai A chiu phai dugc
dat nén trén kinh nghiém ctia con nguoi chau A chir khong
phai chi 1a 4p dung mdt cach méy modc cac pham tru cta
than hoc Tay phuong.

* Nguyén van: “missiological discernment of the times, seeing where God is
at work and calling us to participate init.” Coe, “In Search of Renewal”, 241
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Vé phia Cong gido tir sau Cong dong Vatican II ciing ¢6
nhitng hudéng phat trién tuong ty. Khi cac giam muc Cong
gi4o A chau bat dau canh tan cac Gido Hoi dia phuong dua
trén tinh than cia Cong dong, ho ciing nhan thay can phai
canh tdn phuong phap 1am than hoc va rao giang Tin Mimng
v6i cung cach A chau. Khi Lién Hoi déng cac Giam muc A
chau (Federation of Asian Bishops” Conferences - FABC)
hop 1an thir nhét tai Pai Bic nam 1974, cac giam muyc da
cd vd mdt nén than hoc c6 tinh bdi canh, cho du cac ngai
khong str dung thuat ngir “than hoc bdi canh” nhu Shoki
Coe. Dbi v6i cac giam muc, cac Gido Hadi tai A chau phai
di vao trong hoan canh séng ciia minh.

Trong bai viét ndy, toi s& trinh bay vé phuong phap than
hoc bbi canh cia FABC nhu mot dong gop vao viéc canh
tan cach suy tu, hoc va day than hoc, khong chi tai A chau
ma con cho Gido Hoi phd quat trong hoan canh toan cau
hod hién nay.

Than hoc Au chiu ciing 1a than hoc Bdi cianh

Trong mot tic pham kha ndi tiéng Nhitng Mau thtc cta
Thén hoc Bdi canh (Models of Contextual Theology), than
hoc gia Stephen Bevans khang dinh ring moi nén than hoc
déu 1a than hoc bdi canh, ké ca than hoc truyén thong cua
phuong Tay.’ Bevans cho rang diéu can ban 1am nén than

5 “There is no such thing as ‘theology’; there is only contextual theology ...
The contextualization of theology - the attempt to understand Christian faith
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hoc bdi canh chinh 1& dung nhitng kinh nghiém va hoan
canh séng cta nhimg c4 nhan va cong doan nhu sudi ngudn
suy tu than hoc (locus theologicus). Nhan dinh cua Bevans
c¢6 phan giéng véi nhimg gi Shoki Coe da dé xuit gan hai
thap nién trude d6. Néu than hoc 1a mot dién giai cia st
di¢p mac khai - dac biét béng cach ma Thién Chua tuong
tdc vo1 con nguoi trong va ngang qua Dic Giésu Kito - thi
moi thé hé Kitd hitu trong nhitng thoi dai va khong gian
dia Iy khac nhau s& phai dién ta kinh nghiém dirc tin ciia ho
bang ngdn ngir, hinh anh, biéu tuong va tu tudong cua thoi
dai va khong gian 4y.

Nguoi ta dd quén mat rang nhitng Kitd hiru dau tién
da phai thich nghi va dién dich Tin Mung cia Puc Kito tir
van hoa Sémit sang van hoa Hy La. Khi Kit6 gido trd thanh
qudc gido trong dé ché Roma tir cudi thé ky tha IV, sy hoa
tron giita ngdn ngit, van hod chinh tri va tén giao gan nhu
khong thé tach biét duoc. Ngay ca nhiing tin 1y duoc khang
dinh trong cac dai Cong dong dau tién déu 1a két qua cua
nhiing sy tranh cai trong Ho1 Thanh cuing v6i su can thiép
ctia hoang dé. Niém khat khao c6 mot ton gido dé dem lai
sy 6n dinh cho dé ché da dua dén tinh trang phd quat hoa
cac cong thuc duc tin thay vi gitr lai sy da dang von co

in terms of a particular context - is really a theological imperative... itis a
process that is part of the very nature of theology itself.” Stephen Bevans,
Models of Contextual Theology (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1992; revised, 2002), 3.
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trong hoan canh cac Gido Hoi ban dau. Cai dac thu phai
nhuong chd cho mau so chung!

Tu thé ky XI tré di, mot nén van hod duy La-tinh da
dwoc hinh thanh ¢ Tay Au. Bi 6 lap boi thé gici Hoi gido
va dé ché Byzantin, ndi dung cta than hoc Tay phuong da
gian lugc dan vé dé tai “duc tin tim kiém sy hiéu biét” (fides
quaerens intellectum). Luc nay, suy tu thin hoc chi 1a tim
cach giai thich cac tin diéu. Than hoc, nhét 13 than hoc kinh
vién, thuong dua trén vi¢c phan tich cac giao ly da dugc
dinh tin. Trong viéc di tim chan 1y, thin hoc T4y phuong wa
chuong nhitng ngoén ngit phi thoi gian cta triét hoc. Chan
Iy 1a bat bién va nhitng yéu t6 van hoa va lich st thuong bi
bd qua. Kinh nghiém con ngudi va xa hoi thuong bi dong
khung trong nhitng khai niém triru tugng va duy 1y.

Vi sy gan két chit ché gitra van hoa Tay phuong voi
than hoc qua ngdn ngit va pham tru triét hoc Tay phuong,
nguoi ta kho phan biét duoc dau la van hoa va dau 1a Tin
Mumng. Ngon ngit va than hoc La-tinh duge xem 1a chudn
muc cho viéc tim hiéu va truyén ba duc tin trong thoi Trung
c6. Ngay ca khi cac nha truyén gido tiép can véi cac Gido
Ho1 ¢ xua & Trung Dong, Bic Phi, hay An Do, ho van dé
cao sy uu vi¢t cua Kitd giao La-tinh va tim cach La-tinh
hoé cac truyén thong Gido Hoi khac.

Cho dén thé ky XX, phuong phap suy tu than hoc ciia
Cong giao chi yéu dua trén triét hoc va truyén thng, cong
thém mét chiit Thanh Kinh. Céc dinh d¢ than hoc duogc tranh
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luan dé xac dinh hodc bii bo dua trén cac 1ap luén logic. Kinh
nghiém c4 nhan va xa hoi khong cé nhiéu dong gop trong
qua trinh suy tu than hoc. T sau chién tranh thé gidi thu
nhat, véi su ra doi cia Tan Than hoc (Nouvelle Théologie),
ngudi ta méi chi ¥ nhiéu hon dén chiéu kich lich sir va xa
hoi cta nhitng cong thirc than hoc nay. Tir nhitng kham pha
mdi nay, than hoc Au chau xét ra cling chi la mot loai than
hoc bdi canh, duoc hinh thanh va phat trién tir dé ché Roma
cho dén Kito giéi (Christendom) thoi Trung co.

Than hoc FABC: than hoc Bdi canh ciia A chiu

Cong ddng Vatican II d3 danh dau mot budc ngoic méi
cho céc gido hdi tai A chau. Gan mot phén ba cac nghi phu
tham du cong dong dén tir thé giéi A Phi. Lan ddu tién cac
giam muyc cua cac Giao Hoi tai chau A - gidm muc thura
sai cling nhu gidm muc ban dia - dd gip g& va trao doi
v6i nhau vé nhimg quan tdm va wu tu chung. Nam 1970
tai Pai Hoi Thanh thé/Eucharistic Congress ¢ Manila, lan
dau tién tir sau khi Cong dong két thuc, cac gidm muc A
chau mai co6 dip hop lai. Hon 180 giam muyc A chau dén
dé chia sé kinh nghiém muc vu va cling cb gang tim ra
nhitng phuong cach méi dé co thé phuc vu hiru hiéu va
rong rai hon, khong chi cho cac cong doan Cong gido ma
con ca con nguoi A chau nita.* Cac ngai nhan ra 1a Gido Hoi

6 Asian Bishops’ Meeting (1970), s 2 trong Gaudencio Rosales va C. G.
Arevalo, For All the Peoples of Asia, Vol. 1: 1974-1991 (Manila: Claretian
Publications 1997), 3.
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phéi dong hanh va ddi thoai voi con nguoi va thé ché trong
nhiing hoan canh dac thu cua A chau dé Gido Hoi c6 thé
trd thanh Gido Ho1 ciia nguoi nghéo, ciia nguoi tré, va cua
cac dan toc séng trong cic nén van hoa va ton gido da dang
tai A chau. That vay Gido Hoi A chau di nhan phuong thirc
ddi thoai ma Puc Gido Hoang Phaold VI dé ra trong tong
huén Ecclesiam Suam (1964) 1am phuong chim hanh dong
(modus operandi) cua minh.

Puoc goi hig tir Lién Hoi déng cac Gidm muc My
La-tinh (CELAM) dugc thanh [ap ndm 1968, cac duc giam
muc A chau cam thdy can phai lién két voi nhau chit ché
hon nita dé ciing nhau xay dung Hoi Thanh trén lyc dia nay.
Muoi hai hoi dong giam muc tai Nam A va Dong Nam A da
tién t6i viéc thanh 1ap Lién Hoi dong cac Giam muc A chau
(FABC).” Ctt khoang 4 nim mot lan, tir khi bat dau phién
hop khoang dai lan dau tién tai Dai Bic nam 1974 cho dén
nam 2016, FABC da hop mat 11 1an tai cac dia diém khac
nhau vé1 nhitng chu dé thiét thuc cho doi séng dao tai A
chau.® Thém vao d6, giira nhitng lan hop khoang dai cac

7 V& lich st va cach t6 chirc cua FABC, ¢6 thé tham khao Miguel Marcelo
Quatra, At the Side of the Multitude (Manila: Claretian, 2000), 5-21;
Thomas Fox, Pentecost in Asia (Maryknoll: Orbis, 2002), 22-37.

8 FABC 1 (Taipei, 1974): Evangelization in Modern day Asia; FABC II
(Calcultta, 1978): Life of the Church in Asia; FABC III (Bangkok, 1982):
The Church: the Community of Faith in Asia; FABC IV (Tokyo, 1986): The
Vocation and Mission of the Laity; FABC V (Bandung, 1990): Challenges
for the Church in Asia; FABC VI (Manila, 1995): Christian Discipleship
in Asia Today; FABC VII (Samphran, 2000): 4 Renewed Church in Asia,
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vin phong chuyén biét ciia FABC di to chirc cac cudc hoi
thao, khoa hudn luyén, hop mit cdp ving vé nhimng van dé
va thach d6 cho cac Gido Hoi tai A chau.

Tai Bai Ho1 FABC I (1974), cac dtic giam muc da nhat
tri dua ra duong hudng muc vu tai chau A: Gido Hoi phai
dong hanh voi ngudi nghéo, di vao cac nén van hoa va cac
ton gido cua A chau. Than hoc A chau phai la mot than hoc
gan lién voi nhitng thuce tai caa A chau, c6 tinh thuc té va
muc vu chir khong phai 1a mot than hoc duy 1y phi thuce
tién. Than hoc A chau khoi di tir hoan canh cu thé, duoc
suy tu va chiém niém dudi anh sdng cta Tin Mung, trong
truyén thong ctia gido hoi, nhung luén mé ra va doi thoai
v6i nhitng yéu to kinh té, xd hoi, van hoa va ton gido, von
1a hoan canh séng ctia con ngudi chiu A.

Trong hon bén thap nién vira qua ké tir ngay thanh lap,
FABC di chu tri cac cudc thao ludn vé cac thuc tai cua Gido
Hoi A chau. DPiéu khong miy ngac nhién 1a gan nhu cac
chit ¢ dugc trinh bay va thao luan khong nhic gi nhiéu dén
nhitng van dé tranh cdi dang ndi com & phuong Tay nhu
huén quyén cta Hoi Thanh, luan 1y tinh duc, ngdn ngit cua
phung vy, viéc phong chiic cho phu nir, canh tin hé thong

FABC VIII (Seoul, 2004): The Asian Family, FABC IX (Manila, 2009):
Living the Eucharist in Asia; FABC X (Xuan Loc, 2012) Responses to the
Challenges of Asia; FABC XI (Colombo, 2016): Catholic Family in Asia.
Cac giam myc mién Nam Viét Nam d4 1a thanh vién chu chét caa FABC 1,
va sau mot thoi gian Vz'ing bong, HDGMVN da tham dy tr¢ lai véi FABC
ké tir nam 2000, va da ding cai FABC X ¢ Xuan Loc nam 2016.
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quan tri va gido luat. Thay vao d6, FABC ¢ v& cho mot
“Giao HG1 hoc bé minh” (ecclesiogical kenosis), nghia la
Gido Ho1 di ra khoi nhiing quan tam noi bo dé hudng vé
viéc phuc vu cho Nudc Thién Chua. No6i cach khac, Gido
Hbi A chau quan tam nhiéu hon dén chiéu kich ngoai tai
(ecclesia ad extra) hon 1a noi tai (ecclesia ad intra). Khong
phéi 1a nhimg van dé bén trong doi song Gido Hoi tai A
chau khong quan trong, nhung vi phan 16n 13 cac x truyén
gido, FABC quan tim nhiéu hon dén vai tro va trach nhiém
cua Giao Hoi trong cac xa hoi A chéu, ¢ nhiéu noi ma nguoi
Cong gido van con la thiéu s6. Puong hudng ciia FABC
khong di ngoai tinh than ctia hién ché Gaudium et Spes cua
Vatican II, mot hién ché nhin manh dén viéc gap go, d6i
thoai va cong tac voi thé gii bén ngoai.

Mot vai dac nét cua than hoc A chau

Trong 50 nim qua, cac Gido Hoi tai A chau ludn kién
tri theo dudi dudng 161 duge Cong dong Vatican II dé ra.
Céc dure giam muc A chau da thuc hién y tuong Giao Hoi di
vao long thé gidi ciia hién ché Gaudium et Spes bang cach
doc nhitng dau chi (reading the signs of the times) noi dia
phuong va hoan canh dic thu cua minh, va sau do tién toi
viée suy tu than hoc thich hop véi bdi canh do. °

* Nhiing quan tdm nay dugc goi hing tir hién ché Gaudium et Spes nhu
Cong dong di khang dinh: “Vui mimg va hy vong, uu sau va lo ling ciia
con nguoi ngay nay, nhat 1a ciia nguoi nghéo va nhimg ai dau kho, ciing
1a vui mimg va hy vong, wu sau va lo ling ctia cac mén dé Chua Kito, va
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Tuong nén nhic lai 1a FABC duoc thanh lap dé gitp
cac Giao Hoi Cong gido tai A chau chia sé kinh nghiém ap
dung tinh than cua cong dong Vatican II vao hoan canh dia
phuong. Du FABC chi 1a mét lién hiép ctia cac hoi dong
giam muc va khong c6 quyén tai phan, cac dudong hudng
ma FABC dua ra déu mang lai nhiing ¥ tudng thiét thuc
cho cac Gido Hoi tai A chau. N6i cach khac, than hoc cua
FABC mang tinh cdch tham van nhung d6 14 dong gop cua
nhitng suy tu than hoc dén tir moi ting 16p cua Hoi Thanh
- gidm muc, gido si, tu si, va gido dan - trong hoan canh cu
thé cua ho.

Than hoc A chéu 1a thin hoc ciia ddi thoai va cho
viéc ddi thoai (theology of and for dialogue): Cum tir “ddi
thoai” (dialogue) xuat hién rat nhiéu trong cac van kién cia
FABC. C6 thé n6i dy 1a cach ma FABC dién ta sy lién déi
gitta Gido Hoi va cac dan toc va xa hoi A chau. Khi néi dén
viéc Gido Hoi chon con dudng ddi thoai va hoa giai lam
phuong chdm hanh dong, nhiéu nguoi cho rang dbi thoai
khong gi khac hon 1a dam phan hodc thod hi¢p. That ra, dbi
thoai va dam phan la hai pham tru khac nhau, c6 muc dich
khéac nhau. Déi thoai trudc hét 1a tinh than mudn ling nghe,
muén hiéu biét vé thé gidi va con ngudi trong hoan canh
séng. Dam phan 1a trao d6i, thao luan hodc tranh cai dé tim
ra mot su déng thuan chung hay di dén mot két luan chung.

khong c6 gi thuc sy 1a ctia con nguoi ma lai khong gieo dm huong trong
long ho” (GS 1).
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Pam phén ludn ludén co nhig muc tiéu va két qua cy thé.
Péi thoai thi khong nhét thiét phai din dén mot sy dong
thuan ndo. P6 chi don gian 1a viéc lang nghe va trao do6i dé
hiéu d6i phuwong hon. Nhung khong thé c¢6 dam phan néu
khong ¢ tinh than mudn ddi thoai.

Trong tam nhin cia FABC, viéc dbi thoai gitip Gido
Ho1 thoat ra khoi nhiing ban tdm bén trong. Cudc dbi thoai
ba chiéu kich (triple dialogue) - d6i thoai voi xa hoi, voi
van hod va vdi ton gido - 1a duong huéng muc vu cling nhu
phuong phap than hoc A chiu, phan anh thyc tai va hoan
canh séng ctia nguoi tin hitu chau A.'° Trong bdi canh kinh
té x4 hoi van hod va ton gido trén lyc dia nay, ba mbi quan
tam chinh yéu ciia Gido Hoi 1a giai phong con ngudi, hoi
nhap vin hod va dbi thoai ton gido. Poi véi FABC, day
khong phai 1a ba hoat dong riéng &, nhung chi 1a ba chiéu
kich cta cung mot si mang rao giang Tin Mung cua Hoi
Thanh - m§t st mang mang tinh phuc vu va hién dién. St
mang nay chi ¢ thé thuc hién dugc trong thé gidi ngay nay
ngang qua viéc doi thoai.

Than hoc A chau la than hoc thwe nghiém: Néu trong
than hoc truyén théng, suy tu than hoc 1a giai thich chan Iy
ctia Tin Mimg va gido 1y dua trén nhitng pham tru triét hoc
- mot loai than hoc “tir trén xudng” (theology from above;

0 FABC I nhic dén viéc “dialogue with the religions of Asia” (s6 14-18),
“with the poor of Asia” (s0 19-24) va “with the cultures of Asia” (s0 26, 31-
32). Rosales and Arévalo, ed., For All the Peoples of Asia, Vol 1: 11-19.



Co hdi va thach dé cho thdn hoc bdi cénh fai A chau 93

deductive theology) bat dau bang nhiing dinh dé va cong
thirc gido 1y - thi than hoc bbi canh, dac biét than hoc FABC
14 than hoc “tir dudi 1én” (theology from below; inductive
theology) dua trén nhimng quan tim ctia con nguoi A chau.
Ngoai mac khai Thanh Kinh va Truyén thong gido hoi, thin
hoc A chau con st dung céc chat lidu tir cac nép sdng vin
hod, truyén thdng ton gido, minh triét Pong phuong, 18
hdi dan gian, phong tuc tap quéan, doi séng kinh té, x3 hoi,
chinh tri, va ngay ca nhimg bién cb toan cau.!' N6i chung,
chang ¢ gi trong cudc sdng ma khong co thé 1a khoi diém
cho viéc suy tu than hoc. Viéc di tim chan 1y dic tin thong
qua chinh kinh nghiém song chtr khong phai thuan tuy ap
dung mot s6 gido 1y vao cude séng. Nhu viy, diéu ndy c6
nghia 14 phuong phéap than hoc A chau theo dudi 16i tiép
can lién nganh (multidisciplinary approach), trong do bao
gom viéc dbi thoai giita mac khai va gido 1y truyén thng
véi cac nganh lich sur, ngdn ngir, van hoa ngh¢ thuat, nhan
hoc, xa hoi hoc, kinh té, chinh tri hoc, v.v.

Than hoc A chiau mang tinh muc vu: Khac véi than
hoc truyén thong mang ning tinh han 1am, than hoc bi
canh gan giii hon vé6i doi séng con ngudi. Cac nha than
hoc A chau dang nd luc phuc hdi cach suy tu cua truyén
thong Kito giao A chau co dai, von nhan manh hon vé chiéu

1" Xem thém Chuong 3 cua “Methodology: Asian Christian Theology,”
(2000) cua uy ban than hoc cua FABC (Office of Theological Concerns)
trong For All the Peoples of Asia, Vol 3: 355-64.
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kich than bi (mystical), chiém niém (contemplative) va vo
ngon (apophatic) duoc dién ta trong cac bai thanh thi va du
ngon cia Giao Hoi Syriac.” Cach dung du ngén va hinh
anh ndy rat gan giii voi tim thirc A chau. Dién hinh 14 than
hoc ké chuyén (narrative theology) ctia Kokuye Koyama va
Choan-Seng Song, hay nhiing du ngdn thoi dai cia Anthony
de Mello. Loai than hoc ké chuyén ding minh triét dan gian
clia cac dan toc A chau dé dién ta duc tin Kitd gido qua
nhitng cau chuyén mang tinh suy tu giéng nhu cc cong an
ctia Thién tong.

Nhitng cdu hoi dit ra cho cac than hoc gia ngudi A
chau 12 1am sao dé than hoc phai dap tmg dugc nhu cau tim
linh ctia con nguoi chau A? Lam sao dé n6i vé Thién Chua
trong ngon ngir binh ddn ma ai ciing c6 thé hiéu? Lam sao
dé than hoc khong phai 1a mot bd mén xa la, bi hiém véi
nhirng ngon tr va khai niém trtru tugng cua triét hoc Tay
phuong? Lam sao dé cho ngudi ta thiy D Kitd khong chi
1a cia riéng Kitd gido ma con chung cho ca cac dan toc A
chau, cho du ho c6 gia nhap Gido Ho1 hay khong? Lam sao

12 Trong truyén thong gido hoi, ng0a1 nén than hoc La-tinh clia phuong Tay,
than hoc Chlnh thong cua khdi nguoi Hy-lap va Slavic, con mot nén than
hoc A chau ¢b xua cua cac Giao Hoi Syriac di bi lang quén. Than hoc
Syriac (con goi 1a Oriental Orthodox dé phan biét v6i Byzantine Orthodox)
phat trién ¢ ving Ba Tu, Trung A va Nam An D¢ thoi xua, trudce khi bi
tan lui dudi sy kiém soat ciia Hoi gido & A chau vao thé ky 14-15. Ngay
nay than hoc Syriac con sét lai ¢ ving Kerala, An Do. C6 thé doc thém vé
phuong phap cta nén than hoc nay & For All the Peoples of Asia, Vol 3:
338-46.
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dé Puc Kitd khong tro nén xa la v6i ngudi chau A, nhung
chinh 1a mgt nguoi con cua A chau."”

Than hoc A chiau hwéng con ngudi vé Nuée Thién
Chiia: Thuyc té cua Hoi Thanh tai A chau ton tai trong cac
Gido Hoi nho bé, véi vai tro lam mudi, men, chit xuc tac.
Mac du ty 1€ phén trim ¢ nhiéu noi trén luc dia A chau
(khong ké Philippines, Pong Timor, va cac nude thude Lién
X6 cii) Cong giao chi 1a mot con s6 khiém ton - tir 0.5% &
Nepal cho dén 8% ¢ Viét Nam, hodc 29% ¢ Han Qudc,*
Gi4o Hoi A chau da dong rat nhiéu cho viéc gido duc, y
té, bac 4i xa hoi trong nhidu qudc gia. Doi tugng phuc vu
chinh 1a nhiing con nguoi khong phan bi¢t lwong gido chir
khong chi cho nhiing tin hitu Kité ma théi. Muc tiéu chinh
ctia Hoi Thanh & A chau 1 rao giang Tin Mung vé Nudc
Thién Chuia trong moi noi va moi luc, chir khong han 1a du
dd hay cudng ép ngudi ta theo dao va gia nhap Hoi Thanh
dé huong mot quyén loi nao d6. Ngay nay con ngudi tim vé
voi Gido Hoi 1a vi nhu cau tdm linh chir khong phai dé “di
dao lay gao ma an”.

Nuodc Thién Chua thi rong hon bién cuong cua Gido
Hoi va vi thé, Gido Hoi c6 st mang phuc vu cho Nudc
Thién Chua, dé ¥ Ngai dugc thé hién. Than hoc FABC hiéu
Nuéc Thién Chua theo chidu kich bac 4i va lién doi - “dau

13 P6i véi nhidu ngudi, dire Phat Thich Ca 13 mot nguoi kha gan giii, 14 mot
nguoi cua chau A, cho du ho ¢6 1a Phat tir hay khong? Con dure Kit6 thi sao?
14 Xem s6 lidu & https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity in_Asia.
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c6 tinh yéu thuong, ¢ ddy c6 Nudc Chia Troi”.'s Lam sao
dé Giao Hoi tiép tuc ddng hanh véi nguoi nghéo va nhiing
ngudi bén 1& x4 hoi? Lam sao dé Gido Hoi tiép tuc giong
lén tiéng noi cta nhimg nguoi yéu thé, nhitng nguoi bi
dan ap, bi tuéc doat quyén duoc sdng ximg dang véi than
phan con nguoi? Néu viée rao giang Tin Mimg khong lién
quan gi dén viéc giai phong con ngudi khoi nhiing gi dang
troi budce ho ca vé chiéu kich tAm linh (t6i 16i) 13n vé chiéu
kich xa hoi (bi ddi xur bat cong, ky thi, v.v.) thi Gido Hoi
s& danh mat chinh minh va d4nh mét chd ding trong long
con nguoi.

Thach db va co hdi cho than hoc A chiu

Trén 40 nam qua than hoc FABC da c6 nhiing khoi dau
t6t qua viéc tién hanh ba cudc ddi thoai véi xa hoi, van hoa
va ton gido. Ngay nay viéc ddi thoai cua than hoc A chau
duong dai con can thém hai chiéu kich nira dé phu hop véi
hoan canh ¢ thé ky XXI. D¢ 1a viéc ddi thoai v6i khoa hoc
k¥ thuat, va ddi thoai v6i nha nude phap quyén.

Viéc dbi thoai gitta khoa hoc va than hoc 1a diéu can
thiét cho thoi dai ngay nay khi con nguoi dat nhidu niém
tin vao sy tién bd cua khoa hoc ky thuat. Bac biét trong
cac nudc phat trién tai A chau, ton gido co nguy co bi bo

5 Nguyén van “where God is accepted, where the Gospel value, where [hu]
man is respected... there is the Kingdom”. BIRA 1V/2 (1985), art. 8.1 trong
For All People of Asia, Vol 1: 252.
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lai phia sau va mat anh huong trén xa hoi néu khong dung
hoa dugc voi nhitng kham pha cua khoa hoc hién dai. Néu
nhitng mau thuin va déi khang giira khoa hoc va ton gido &
nhiing thé ky trudc xoay quanh vii try hoc va ngudn gbc van
vat, thi ngay nay nhimg diéu nay khong con 1a van dé 16n
gay tranh cii gitra than hoc va khoa hoc ty nhién. Piéu quan
tAm cta ca than hoc 1an khoa hoc ngdy nay xoay quanh cac
vén dé sinh hoc dic biét 1a su tac hai vé mdi sinh va nhiing
anh hudng tiéu cuc ciia cong nghé trén doi séng con ngudi.
Néu suy tu than hoc c¢6 muc dich vi con ngudi thi chic hian
cac than hoc gia can phai tim hiéu va st dung nhiing kién
thire sinh hoc, moéi truong, tdm 1y xa hoi vao trong cach suy
tw va lap luan than hoc. Trong mdi truong da nguyén ton
gid0 & A chdu, chung ta ciing c6 thé hoc cach cac ton gido
khac da dung hoa khoa hoc trong niém tin cia ho.

Déi thoai v6i nha nude phap quyén 1a mot thach d6 16n
cho Gido Hoi tai A chau ngay nay. Trong céc ton gido 16n
trén thé giGi, chi riéng c6 Giao Hoi Cong gido 1a c6 mét co
ché dic thu - d6 12 Toa thanh Vatican. Toa thanh vira 1a mot
t6 chire t6n gido vira 1a mot nha nudce phap quyén véi dic
gido hoang 13 vi qudc truong cung véi nhitng co ciu chinh
pht nhu bat ky mot qudc gia nao trén thé gidi. Vai tro chinh
tri cua Toa thanh duoc dat ra trong nhitng twong quan véi
cac qudc gia co nguoi Cong gido. Nhiéu hiéu 1am va nghi
ky d6i voi nguoi Cong gido van con ton tai vi khong it
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nguoi cho rang céc tin hiru Cong gido trung thanh véi mot
thé lyc nude ngoai chtr khong phai chinh phu cua ho.

Viéc d6i thoai gitta Gido HOi va nha nudc 1a diéu can
thiét, dé xoa tan mdi nghi ky thuong gip 1a ton gido mudn
chi phéi nha nudc, hodc mudn thay thé nha nuéde. Nudc
Thién Chua khong nhim vao mot thuc tai chinh tri nao &
tran gian. Vi thé Gido Hoi cling khong nhim dén viéc 1am
chinh trj hay &0 14i chinh séch cta nha nudc. Néu Gido Hoi
c6 1én tiéng vé nhitng bét cap trong x4 hoi, d6 1a vi ton trong
pham gia cua con nguoi. V& mat thuc té, Gido Hoi mudn
cong tac véi cac chinh phu dé cing nhau xay dung mot xa
hoi va thé gidi binh dang, nhan i hon.

Thay 1oi két

Nhitng khai trién chinh trong bai viét nay c6 muyc dich
cho thay than hoc bdi canh khong phai 1a mot “trao luu
thoi thuong” nhu cach ta van quan niém, nhung dung hon
la mot phuong phap than hoc dua trén kinh nghi¢ém cua ca
nhan va x3 hoi. Do 1a mot nén than hoc mang tinh déi thoai
gitra durc tin va kinh nghiém, gitta gido 1y va hoan canh.
Phuong phap nay da khéi dau tir thoi Gido Hoi so khai khi
Tin Mirng dugc cac mon d¢ cua Dtrc Giésu rao giang trong
thé gidi co dai Hy La va xa hon, dén ca cac nén van minh
lan can. Khong chi co gid tri trong quéa khir, than hoc bdi
canh ciing 1 phuong phap than hoc thich hop trong thuc tai
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da nguyén xa hoi, van hod va ton gido cua thoi toan cau hoa
va ky thuat so hién nay.

That vay, trong ky nguyén k¥ thuat s, thé giéi da xich
lai gan nhau hon nhd c6ng nghé thong tin ndi két toan cau.
Nho nhitng mang ludi truyén thong hién dai, hang ti ngudi
da tiép can v6i nhau dé dang va nhanh chéng dudi moi
hinh thirc. Céc tin tirc ca nhan va cong dong di loan truyén
nhanh nhu chép, dac biét qua cac trang mang xa hoi. Sy
phong pht va da dang trong cac ludng thong tin doi hoi con
ngudi ngdy nay phai tap suy tu da chiéu, ngay ca trong van
dé tim hiéu dtrc tin. Cach nao do, c¢6 thé xem than hoc bdi
canh nhu mot cach suy tu than hoc dap Gmg dugc nhu cau
thiét thuc nay. Boi day la mot nén than hoc mang tinh thuc
nghiém, xuit phat tir hoan canh thuc té, ngang qua viéc doi
thoai giita chu thé vdi cac tac nhan khac nhau trong mot
hanh trinh kinh nghiém tim kiém chan ly.

Thén hoc bdi canh A chau khong phai 1a mot than hoc
moi theo nghia dwa ra mot noi dung gido 1y méi. Pidu moi
& day 1a n6 dua ra hudng tiép can than hoc c6 kha ning
dap ung véi nhiing thao thirc cua con nguoi thoi dai. Do 1a
mdt nén than hoc mang lai niém vui cta Tin Ming, niém
hy vong cho nhirng ai sau khé tht vong, quan tim dén nhu
cau tam linh va xa hdi cua cac dan toc chau A. Do 1a mot
nén than hoc muén lam sang to su hién dién va tinh thuong
ctua Thién Chta ngang qua Buc Giésu Kitd - mot nguoi cua
chau A - cho nhiing con ngudi A chau ngay nay.
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