


PHAC THAO HUONG DI
CHO MOT BAN LUAN THAN HOC
VE LONG THUONG XOT
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D tic Hong Y Walter Kasper cho ring cdc gido trinh
than hoc gan day ctia Gido Hoi, von chiu nhiéu
anh hudng tli truyén thong than hoc Tan Kinh Vién, chua
chii trong di d&n tAm quan trong ctia khéi niém long thuong
x6t trong nhiing ban lun than hoc lién quan dén Thién
Chua, Gido Hdi va con nguoi.! J Viét Nam, dix phong trao
doc kinh ton sing Long Chida Thuong X6t dd trd nén rat
phd bién trong cdc gido xii va cdc gia dinh, dudng nhu van
con hiém nhiing bai viét mang tinh thian hoc vé long thuong
xot. P& gép phan vao viéc thiic tién mot than hoc viét vé
long thuong xot, bai viét nay s& phac thio mot s nét chAm

U X. W. Kasper, Mercy: The Essence of the Gospel and the Key to Christian
Life, trans. William Madges (New York: Paulist Press, 2014), xv. 9-10.
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phd vé céc l1anh vuc ciing nhu cdc van dé ma mot khao luin
than hoc nhu th€ cAn quan tAm va c6 thé trién khai.

Theo phuong phdp kinh dién ctia than hoc ma ngay
nay van con dugc st dung cdch phd bién, bat ky thao tdc
than hoc nao ciing bao gdm hai “thi”: truy nguyén (auditus
fidei - xé4c dinh dau la c4c di kién dic tin) va suy tu phan
tinh (intellectus fidei - tim hiéu y nghia clia c4c dif kién diic
tin).2 Trong “thi” truy nguyén, than hoc thudng khéo sit va
tim dit liéu tf cdc “ngudn” (loci theologici) nhu 1a Thanh
Kinh, c4c gido phu, Huidn Quyén, tic bao gdm gido huin
clia c4c cong ddng, cic Pic Gido Hoang va ctia Toa Thanh,
cdc nha than hoc, triét hoc, lich st, kinh nghiém nhan sinh,
v.v... Trong “thi” suy tu phén tinh, than hoc thudng di theo
dinh huéng ctia hién ché Dei Filius clia cong ddong Vatican
I. B6 1a tim hiéu céc dit kién ddc tin dua vao trudc hét (a)
la sy tuong tu loai suy gitia cdc di kién d6 va cdc du kién
ctia tri thic ty nhién; tiép dén (b) 1a su ndi két gitta cdc mau
nhiém dtc tin v6i nhau; va sau cling (c) 1a su noi két gitia
dii kién dic tin véi muc dich t6i hau clia con ngudi.

Bai viét nay chi dé cap dén hai trong céc loci theologici,
von c6 mai lién hé cu thé va thiét thuc véi dé tai long thuong
xot. B6 1a Thanh Kinh va kinh nghi€ém nhan sinh. Ngoai ra
bai viét cling chi dé cap dén hai trong ba c4ch thiic ma Dei

2 X. Stephen B. Bevans, An Introduction to Theology in Global Perspective
(New York: Maryknoll, 2009), 137-156.
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Filius & ra cho viéc tim hiéu c4c di kién dtc tin (xem cdc
muc (a) va (b) § trén?).

1. XAC PINH NOI HAM CUA KHAI NIEM
DUA TREN THANH KINH

Dé chinh x4c va tip trung, mdt ban luin than hoc vé
long thuong xét trude hét can phdi x4c dinh y nghia hay noi
ham cta khdi niém nay. Néu khong c6 viéc xdc dinh ny,
rat nhiéu kha ning sé x4y ra su 1an 1on gitta [ong thuwong xét
va céc khdi niém khac nhu “long thuong hai”, “dong cam”,
“tha thi” va ngay ca “tinh yéu”. Néu khong c6 sy phan biét
ngay tlf dau, ban luan than hoc c6 thé di chéch huéng hay
lan man va cudi cing ngudi viét s€ phai ty hoi minh dang
ban vé diéu gi hojc dau la tinh doc ddo va khdc biét clia
ban ludn nay so vdi cdc ban luin khac vé su dong cam, tha
thd, tinh yéu, v.v.

DEé tranh sy 14n 16n néi trén, di€ém dic biét quan trong
can chi y 12 y nghia ctia khai niém long thuwong xot khong
thé va khong nén dude xdc dinh chi dua trén cic ti dién
ngdn ngti thong thudng, ma phai dya trén cdc ban vian
Théanh Kinh, khong nhu nhiing ban van rdi rac, ma trong
thé thdng nhat va toan bd. Long thuong xot trong tiéng

3 Trong bai viét nay, su loai suy d& cap trong muc (a) dugc dién ta cich
khéc, nhu 12 sy loai suy gifia mAu nhiém dtc tin va kinh nghiém cudc sdng
hién tai. St loai suy nay dudc thé hién qua viéc cho thdy su thiét thuc
hay tinh “thi sy” cia mau nhiém ddc tin.
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Viét 1a tii duge dung dé dich tii misericordia trong tiéng
Latinh. Tuy nhién, chung ta khong nén x4c dinh y nghia
ctua khai niém long thuong xot ma chi dya trén viéc phan
tich tif ngti tiéng Viét hay tiéng Latinh, von c6 kha ning
dan dén nhiing suy luan chi quan, xa voi, khong can thiét
va it mang tinh than hoc*.

Mait khac, viéc xac dinh y nghia cta khai niém long
thuong xot dya trén Thanh Kinh ciing khong don gian:
Thénh Kinh khong duing duy nhit mot tii &€ chi long thuong
xot, ma dung nhiéu tii - thudng dugc dich chung 1a thiong
xot hay long thuong xét - d€ chi thai do cta Thién Chia va
tuong quan cua Ngai v6i con ngudi. Vay viéc xac dinh y
nghia cua long thuong xot bao ham viéc khao sat y nghia

* Vi du: mot ngudi c¢6 thé dya vao phan tich tii nguyén La tinh: misericordia
= misereri (ddng cam/thuong hai) + cors (trdi tim) ho#c misericordia =
miser (bit hanh, ddng thuong) + cors (trdi tim) ma suy ra ring y nghia clia
misericordia 1a “yéu thuong béing con tim ddng cim” hay “yéu thuong
v6i con tim tan ndt”, hay “yéu thuong nhiing ngudi bat hanh”, v.v. Hoidc
mot ngudi ¢6 thé phan tich i nay trong tiéng Viét: 1ong thuong x6t = tim
long + thuong yéu + dau x6t ma suy ra ring ¥ nghia clia khdi niém d6 1a
“yéu thuong véi con tim biét dau”, v.v. Nhiing suy dién nay khong hén la
v0 ich cho viéc hiéu y nghia ctia 10ng thuong x6t hay misericordia, nhung
cin dugc dit trén nén ting viing chic clia nhiing thyc tai trong Thanh Kinh
(lién quan d&n Thién Chia va théi do, tuong quan ctia Ngai v6i con ngudi)
ma til nay dugc dung dé dién ta. X. W. Kasper, Mercy, 50: “Thus, the
decisive statement concerning God’s gracious and merciful essence is not
a speculative statement or the result of a mystical experience. Rather, it is
a statement of faith on the basis of the historical self-revelation of God. In
and through history, God reveals his essence, which has been hidden from
human beings. We can speak of it only by way of a narrative, and not in a
speculative way”.
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cua cac ti Hipri nhu hesed, rachamin va cac ti Hy Lap
nhu eleos, splagkna, v.v...vén dudc dich sang tiéng Latinh
bing cdc tif c6 cling gdc véi misericordia.

Y nghia ctia céc ti Hipri va Hy Lap trén chi c6 thé
dugc xac dinh khi cdc tu nay dudgc xem xét trong toan
bd viin canh ctia chiing. Mot s& cAu hoi ¢é thé trg gitip
viéc xdc dinh y nghia cta ching: Dau la nguyén nghia
trong tiéng ban dia clia cdc tii ndy? Ham y cta ching 1a
g1? Thanh Kinh dung nhting tu nay trong triudng hdp hay
tinh hudng nao? @& néi vé cach Thién Chda ddi xii véi
con ngudi? hay 16i con ngudi cau xin Thién Chda? hay
ménh 1&énh Thién Chia danh cho con ngudi? cho nhiing
doi tugng nao? dau la nguyén nhan, bdi canh, muc dich
va hé qud clia cdc tinh hudng d6? va con nhiéu cau hoi
tuong tu khéc.

C6 18 chi nhiing nghién ctiu chuyén siu vé chd giai va
than hoc Thdnh Kinh méi c6 thé trinh bay mdt ban luin
thu ddo vé cdc vin d€ trén. Tuy nhién, mot s6 nét chAim
ph4 ciing da dudc x4c dinh, dugce chip nhan rong rii va cé
thé dudgc kiém chiing bing mot khio st nhanh luét qua céc
ban van Thanh Kinh: nhiing ti dugc dich ra la thuong xot
thudng dugc dung trong boi canh con ngudi toi 16i, ngheo
nan hay cting kho can dugc Thién Chia dodi thuong; mot
sO tif chi “rudt gan” theo nghia den, néi 1én cudng dod cua
st rung dong cdm xuc cling nhu ctia ndi dau.
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Hon nifa, vAn c6 thé c6 nhiing ban vin khong ding
nhiing tif ngii d6, ma c¢6 ndi dung thé hién ndi ham cla
“long thuong x6t” (khong nhu mdt tii ngd, nhung nhu mot
khai niém ma y nghia cta né chua thuc sy dinh hinh hoan
toan).’ Vay than hoc ciing can phai khao sit cd nhiing ban
vin d6 nita @ hiéu hon v& 1ong thuong x6t. Ddc gia sé thic
méc, dudng nhu c6 mot vong ludn quin & ddy: mot mit ta
phai di tim ngti nghia cua long thuong x6t; mat khac ta phai
x4c dinh ban viin ¢6 n6i vé long thuong x6t khong trude khi
khéo st k§ né @ tim hiéu vé chinh long thuong xét. Thuc
ra, ddy khong phai 12 mot vong luin quén, thé hién sy bé&
tic v& mit phuong phdp, néu chiing ta nhé ring khong nén
di tim y nghia cta long thuong x4t trong nhting khai niém
chinh x4c roi rac, ma nhu mot “trudng y nghia”. Trudng
y nghia cua 1ong thuong x6t s€ khong duge xdc dinh cach
dut khodt va trong mot dong thai tic thoi, nhung dudgc dinh
hinh ti tii (ngay cang rd hon nhung khong bao gi¢ dudgc
xéc dinh cdch chinh x4c va ciing nhéc) trong tién trinh cta
vong tron thong dién (trong trudng hop nay 12 su tuong tic
khong ngling gitia tli ngli va ban vin cling nhu véi toan b
Thanh Kinh).

5 X. W. Kasper, Mercy, 44: “The meaning that the Bible’s testimony
ascribes to God’s mercy does not emerge solely from how the word
is used. The meaning of mercy can be ascertained only from the
entirety of the biblical history of salvation”.
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2. KINH NGHIEM NHAN SINH

Mot trong nhiing cdch @ hiéu dii kién Thanh Kinh cdch
song dong va thiét thuc, d6 12 trd vé véi mot trong nhiing
“ngudn” quan trong ctia than hoc - kinh nghiém nhan sinh.
Dii kién ctia Thénh Kinh thuc chit khong xa la vdi kinh
nghiém ctia con ngudi, tuy nhiéu ldc cing thach d6 va moi
g0i con ngudi vudt ra khoéi chinh minh d@ kinh nghiém thuc
tai cach chan thuc hon. D€ hiéu hon thuc tai ma khai niém
long thitong xét dién ta, ta can doc cdc dii kién Thanh Kinh
trong moi lién hé véi chinh kinh nghiém cta ta lién quan
t6i céc di kién do.

Dua vao nhiing nét chAm pha k€ trén vé di kién Thanh
Kinh, chiing ta c6 thé d& dang nhan ra ring thuc tai cla
long thuong xot nhu Thanh Kinh ghi lai (cho du la mo ta
Thién Chia hay néi 1én nhu ciu cia con ngudi) c6 1& 1a mot
trong nhiing thuc tai dugc phan anh thudng xuyén va rd nét
nhat trong kinh nghiém ctia ching ta vé Thién Chda va vé
chinh minh.

Vi thé, mot ban luin than hoc vé long thuong xot rat
can phai khdo sat xem dau 12 mot dii kién cta kinh nghiém
nhin sinh, n6 nhu thé nao, xdy ra trong tridng hgp ndo.
Mot s6 van dé c6 thé duge khao sat va khai trién nhu: Long
thitong xot ¢6 1a nhu cau clia con ngudi ndi riéng va ciia xa
hdi loai ngudi néi chung? Pau la vai tro cta long thiong
xot d6i vé6i hién hitu, cling nhu véi doi song ¢4 nhan va xa
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hdi ctia con ngudi? Hodc cu thé hon, con ngudi c6 thuc su
12 ngudi, xa hdi c6 tOn tai khdong néu thi€u long thuong
x0t? con ngudi c6 thé song thidu long thuong xét ching?
v.v. Dau 1a méi tuong quan gitia long thuong xot va cong
1y? long thuwong xot c6 ddi nghich hay 1am gidm thiéu cong
1y ching? PAu 13 nguyén nhan cta viéc thiu ving long
thiong xot trong ddi song con ngudi hién nay? v.v.

Van dé c6 thé dugc didt mot cach khéc, theo ngdn ngii
triét hoc: C6 thé phat trién mdt hién tigng luan hién sinh vé
long thuong xot thé nao?° Trong hién tugng luin do, long
thuong xot c6 thé dudc mo ta véi nhiing dic tinh gi? v.v...

Céc dit kién cta kinh nghiém nhan sinh lién quan dén
long thiong xét khdng chi dugc tim thdy qua nhiing khéo
sat xa hoi hay tdm ly, nhung con qua védn chuong va nhting
suy tu mang tinh triét hoc Pong Tay kim cd. C4c nha vin

6 Mot s6 ggi y ban dau cho mot hién tugng luan nhu thé: Long thuong x6t 1a
mdt dang tinh yéu dic thii, gén lién véi thuc trang ctia hién hitu con ngudi.
N6 khong nhat thiét phai thudc vé ban chit con ngudi, nhung thuc t&, ticng
ty nhu kinh nghiém dau khd, vi mot ly do nao d6 ma 1y trf khdng hoan toan
gidi mi dugc, né di gin chit v6i hién hitu chan thuc ctia con ngudi. N6
dudng nhu d3 trd thanh “phéan xa c¢6 diéu kién” hay “phan ting tu vé&” clia
hién hitu chan thuc trudc thuc trang dau kho.

Diéu nay dan dén hé qua vé mit xa hoi: long thuong x6t, trong thuc trang
hién tai ctia hién sinh, trd nén chat keo k&t dinh, 1am cho xa hoi thuc su trd
thanh cong doan clia nhiing nhan vi.

Tuong ty, tinh thiét yéu cla long thuong x6t ddi vé6i hién sinh con ngudi
cling bao ham nhiing c4ch hiéu méi vé méi tuong quan giiia con ngudi véi
thé gidi va vé nhiing hién tugng nhan sinh khdc, vi du nhu lao dong, tiong
quan nghé nghiép, phong cich sdng, v.v.
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hay cdc triét gia khong hin 12 dung khdi niém long thuong
xot, nhung rat ¢6 thé ho suy tu va ban luan vé nhiing thuc
tai ctia kinh nghiém nhan sinh rat gan vdi thuc tai cta long
thuong xot.

3. VAI TRO THAN HOC

DE tim hi€u y nghia cla long thuong xot, ngoai viéc
khdo sét c4c “ngudn” than hoc, chiing ta con c6 thé suy tu
phan tinh bing cdch lién hé long thuong xét véi cic mau
nhiém khdac ctia dic tin. Y nghia cta long thuong x6t 6 thé
dugc sdng té khi dugc dit trong moi tuong quan véi hiéu
biét clia ta vé cdc mau nhiém lién quan t6i Thién Chia,
buc Kitd, con nguodi va thé gi6i. No1 cach khéc, ta co thé
hiéu hon y nghia va vai trd than hoc cla long thuong xot
khi tim hiéu xem kh4i niém nay gép phan soi sdng cdc chii
dé than hoc hay gii ddp cdc khic mic than hoc thé nio.
Mot s6 van dé da dudc va van con dudge khai trién:

Lién quan dén Thién Chida, mot c6 cau hdi c6 thé dugc
dit ra nhu: Liéu long thuong xét c6 thudc vé yéu tinh clia
Thién Chia? Hay la thudc tinh ciia Ngai? Tam quan trong
cua thudc tinh nay so véi cac thudc tinh khac ctia Thién
Chitia? Long thiong xét gidp ta hi€u hon moi tuong quan
gitta Ba Ngoi va gitta Thién Chda vdi thé gidi thé nao? v.v.

Mot s6 cAu hdi khéc vé 1ong thuong xét ciing can dudce
dé cap trong Ki-td hoc: Long thiong xot gidp ta hiéu gi vé
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ciin tinh va s mang cta Diic Kitd Giésu? C4c miu nhiém
Lam Ngudi va ctiu dd c6 thé duge dién gidi dudi ling kinh
clia long thuong xét thé nao? Nhiing khiic méc lién quan
t6i xi-cing-dan Thap gid c6 thé dugc gidi dap dua vao khéi
niém long thuong xot thé nao?” v.v.

Ciing ¢6 nhii cau héi vé 1ong thuong x6t lién quan dén
Gido Hoi nhu: Long thuong xét soi sang gi thém cho hiéu
biét clia ching ta vé ngudn goc, ban chat va si mang cla
Gido Hoi? C6 thé hiéu Gido Hdi ra ddi nhu 1a két qua cla
long thuong xot cha Thién Chia d6i véi loai ngudi va thé
gidi khong? Su ciing thing noi tai ctia long thiong xot (thé
hién & nhiéu dang thic khdc nhau, trong trudng hgp nay c6
thé 12 sy cing thing gifta tinh yéu va bat xting/phan bdi,
giita An sting va tdi 18i) gitip ta hiéu gi hon vé su ciing thing
mang tinh canh chung ctia bon dic tinh ctia Gido Hoi (duy
nhat, thanh thién, cdng gido, tong truyén)? Néu Gido Hoi
ton tai 12 do long thuong xdt thi dau 1a ban chat va y nghia
clia pham trat Gido Hoi? Long thuong x6t s& miic y nghia

7 Mot sb ggi ¥ ban dau: Khiic méc lién quan t6i Thap gid thuong 1a cdu hoi
tai sao Thién Chda cii phai ctiu con ngudi ngang qua bién c¢8 dau thuong
va tan khdc nhu thé? Liéu nhu thé Thién Chida c6 tan nhdn quéd khong?
Néu thin hoc cho thiy dugc ring long thuong x6t 1a ddi trong cia dau
khd (nhin tif phia con ngudi, trong hién hitu chin thuc ctia minh) va la
dang thiic hién tai clia tinh yéu vinh cliu v vo bién ctia Thién Chida ddi
véi con ngudi trong hién thuc tdi 16i ctia ho (nhin tif phia Thién Chia), thi
vén nan vé Thap gi4 s& dugc lam sang td hon. Theo d6, Thap gid khong
con 1a biéu tugng ctia sy tan nhin ma 1a ctia tinh yéu trong dang thiic dic
thil ctia n6 (1ong thuong x6t) khi ddi dién véi su tan khoc khon xiét ctia
t0i 16i con nguoi.
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gl méi cho viéc rao gidng Phiic Am va s mang truyén gido
cua Giao Hoi? v.v.

Long thuong x6t ciing dit ra nhiing ciu hoi vé viéc
hi€u hinh anh con ngudi: Long thuong xot cé lién hé gi véi
“hinh 4nh ctia Thién Chia” von Ia khai niém ma cdc gido
phu diing @ dinh nghia con ngudi theo Thanh Kinh? Long
thitong x6t ¢6 gitip ta hiéu hon thé nao 1a t6i khong? Long
thuong xot gép phan giai thich nguyén nhan muc dich cta
chuong trinh ctfu dd va ban chat on ctiu d6 thé nao? Long
thiong xot gitip ta hiéu hon cuing dich clia con ngudi va clia
thé gidi thé nao va nguoc lai? v.v.

Sau cling la nhiing van dé lién quan dén thé gidi: Long
thitong xot gitip ta hiéu gi vé nguyén nhan, muc dich va ban
chat clia cong trinh sang tao? vé gi4 tri va ctiu canh clia cic
loai thu tao? v.v.

Ngoai cdc van d lién quan dén gido Iy diing ddn
(orthodoxy), ¥ nghia va vai trd than hoc cla long thuong
xot con duge 1am sdng to bing cdch tim hiéu trén phuong
dién hanh dong ding ddn (orthopraxy). N6i cdch khéc,
chiing ta c¢6 thé tim hiéu xem khdi niém nay cd vo hay thic
ddy mot 16i song hay hanh vi tdn gido ndo trong dao diic
luan 1y, phung vu, ky luat Gido Hoi, v.v. Mot s6 van dé c6
thé dugc xem xét va khai trién: Liéu long thuong xot c6
thé déng vai trd nhu chia khéa (hermeneutical key) @& hiéu
cac gid tri luan 1y va ndng dong cta ky luat cua Gido Hoi
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ching? Long thuong xot ¢6 thé 1a tiéu chuin cho viéc phan
dinh luan 1y ciing nhu nhiing phén quy&t mang tinh ky luét
trong doi song Kitd hitu ching? Long thuitong xdt ¢ thé gop
phan gidi tda c4c van nan duong thdi trong luan 1y va ky
luat Gido Hoi thé nao? v.v.

4. TINH “THOI SU”

Mot yéu t§ trong ban luan than hoc, tuy c6 thé khong
déng vai trd hang du trong viéc tim ra chan 1y, nhung chic
chin déng vai trd quan trong cho viéc tao y thic vé y nghia
clia dé tai dang duodc ban luan, d6 la tinh “thdi su” cua dé
tai. Trong tridng hdp ban luan than hoc vé long thuong xot,
viéc néu 1én tinh “thdi su” clia dé tai nay, ngodi viéc 1am
cho ban luan hap dan hon, con gitp ta hiéu hon y nghia
thyc tién ctia [ong thuong xét trong ddi song hing ngay.

Qua nhu Dic Hong Y Walter Kasper quan niém, [ong
thiong xot 1a mot dé tai rat thich hop dé ban luan trong boi
canh thé gidi ngay nay dang chiu nhiéu dau thuong va dd
v3.* Nhiing van dé toan ciu nhung ciing rat thuc tién ddi
véi hoan canh xa hdi 6 Viét Nam nhu sy dling dung trudc
ndi dau hay tai nan ctia ngudi khéc, bao luc tan khdc (chién
tranh, giét ngudi cach da man, v.v), chia ré& han thu (gitta
cdc qudc gia, khdi kinh t& hay y thiic hé, gia dinh, v.v), phd
hily moi trudng, v.v. dang dit con ngudi trude nhitng bé tic

8 X. W. Kasper, Mercy, 1-15.
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khiing khiép. Long thuong xdt c6 1& s& cung cap cho chiing
ta co hoi tim ra giai phap cho nhiing b& tic d6. Trudc nhiing
biéu hién ctia vin héa su chét, din loai ngudi dén tinh trang
diét vong, c6 1€ chi c6 long thuong xot, ma hinh mau dugc
tim thay noi Thap gi4 Dic Kitd, mdi 1a giai phép cho su ton
tai cia nhan loai.

Trén dy 12 mot s6 phdc thao va ggi y, viia mang tinh
phuong phap luan viia cung cAp mot sd chat liéu cin ban,
cho mot ban ludn c¢6 tinh than hoc vé long thuong x6t.
Nhiing khiic mic than hoc ciing c6 thé dudc 1am sing to
hon dudi dnh sdng cta khai niém long thuong x6t (X. chd
thich 6 & 7). Néu dugdc xay nén viing chic, khai niém long
thuong x6t s& cung cap nhiing kha thé méi cho suy tu than
hoc lién quan dén nhiu dé tai khac nhau vé Thién Chia,
con ngudi va thé gidi.
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