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Trong Ndm Thidnh Long Thuong X6t nay, Diic
Phanxicé m&i goi Gido Hoi khdm phd mau nhiém long x6t
thuong ctia Thién Chda, va thyc thi trong cudc séng long
thuong x6t ma moi ngudi da nhan duge tif Thién Chia.
Trich 16i thanh Téma Aquind trong Tong Ludn Thdn Hoc,
Pric Phanxico khing dinh riing 1ong thuong xét khdng phai
1a d4u chi sy bat tai ctia Thién Chia, nhung la sy toan niing
ctua Ngai.'! Long thuong x6t cua Thién Chuia khong tuong

! Piic Gio Hoang Phanxic6, Dung Mao Long Thuong Xét, s6 6. Nhiing quy
chiéu trong bai viét lién quan dé&n tong sic Dung Mao Long Xot Thuong
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phan véi su cdng binh ctia Ngai, “nhung 1a hai chiéu kich
clia mot thuc tai duy nhat, van ting trién dan cho téi khi dat
dén mic @ vién man cta Tinh Yéu.”?

Khi doc nhiing khing dinh trén ctia Pdc Phanxicd,
chiing ta c6 thé @it nhiing cau hdi sau: Lam thé nao long
thuong x6t ctia Thién Chia thé hién sy toan ning cla
Ngai? Pau 1a tuong quan ding din gitta 1ong thucng x6t
véi sy cong binh cua Thién Chda? Phai chang khi Thién
Chda thuong x6t nhiing ké d&n véi Ngai dé tim ki€m 1ong
x6t thuong, su cong binh xét nhu mot dac tinh cta Thién
Chiia s& khong thé dung hoa véi long thuong x6t? Viée
hiéu ding mdi tiong quan gitta 1ong thuong x6t va sy cong
binh cta Thién Chda la diéu quan trong d6i v6i mbi Kitd
hitu. Piéu nay trudc hét gidp ching ta kham ph4 sy két ndi
gitia hai dic tinh dudng nhu tuong phan trong mau nhiém

(MISERICORDIZ VULTUS) dén tii ban dich ctiia Uy Ban Gido Ly Prc
Tin, Hoi Pdng Gidm Muc Viét Nam. Lién quan dén trich dan ctia Piic
Phanxico vé tu tudng clia thinh Toéma, doc gi c6 thé xem trong Summa
Theologiae, phan II-11, cAu héi 30, muc 4. Hence mercy is accounted as
being proper to God: and therein His omnipotence is declared to be chiefly
manifested. Trong bai viét ndy, tdi st dung ban vin Summa Theologiae,
trong The Collected Works of St. Thomas Aquinas. Electronic Edition
(Charlottesville, Virginia: InteLex Corp. 1993).

2 Piic Gido Hoang Phanxicd, Dung Mao Long Thuong Xot, sd 20. Ban
dich ti€ng Anh ciia tong sic Dung Mao Long Thitong X6t s 20 viét nhu
sau: These (justice and mercy of God) are not two contradictory realities,
but two dimensions of a single reality that unfolds progressively until
it culminates in the fullness of love. Xem http://w2.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa francesco_bolla_20150411_
misericordiae-vultus.html
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vé Thién Chida. Viéc hiéu ding méi tuong quan nay giiia
chiing ciing gitp chiing ta vifa song cong binh véi tha nhan,
viia thé hién 1ong x6t thuong véi anh chi em minh theo 15i
Diic Giésu day cdc mon dé cua Ngai (Lc 6,36).

Trong bai viét nay, tdi sé phan tich nhiing tu tudng cta
thanh Toma Aquind lién quan dén sy cdng binh va long
thuong x6t cia Thién Chda, dé gitip ching ta nhan ra sy
phtic tap va nhiing van dé trong tuong quan gitia hai dic
tinh nay. Theo thanh Tdma, long thuong x6t ctia Thién
Chiia phai dugc hi€u “theo [nghia] cong hiéu chid khong
theo tinh cam cta dam mé.”* Long thuong x6t ctia Thién
Chda khong tuong phan hodc hiy diét su cong binh, nhung
la sung man cua su cong binh.* Trude khi budc vao nhiing
suy tu clia thanh Toéma vé tuong quan gitia su cong binh va
long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chua, ching ta c6 thé tim hi€u
s0 lugc khdi niém vé su cong binh.

KHAI NIEM VE SU CONG BINH

Cung v6i nhiing khai niém nhu chén 1y (truth), su thién
hao (goodness), vé dep (beauty), su tu do (liberty), su binh
ddng (equality), su cong binh (justice) 12 mdt trong nhiing
khdi niém nén tdng, quan trong, nhung phic tap nhat ciia

3 Mercy is especially to be attributed to God, as seen in its effect, but not as
an affection of passion. Xem Toma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phan 1,
cau héi 21, myc 3.

* Mercy does not destroy justice, but in a sense is the fullness thereof. Xem
Toma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phin 1, cau hoi 21, muc 3.
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triét 1y Tay Phuong.’ Theo Encyclopeedia Britannica,
“Justice 1s the concept of a proper proportion between a
person’s deserts (what is merited) and the good and bad
things that befall or are allotted to him or her.”® Tl dinh
nghia nay, ching ta cé thé hiéu cich giin don ring, su
cong binh lién hé dén méi tuong quan phit hop gitia nhiing
gl mot ngudi da lam, va nhiing gi ho s& nhan dugc thudc vé
quyén ctia minh. Vi du, su cdng binh s& dudgc thuc thi khi
mot 6ng chil t6t tra luong cho ngudi 1am cdng ctia minh s§
tién tuong xidng, trong tuong quan véi nhiing viéc ma anh
4y da thyc hién theo ¥y mudn ctia 6ng chi. Su cdng binh
cling dudc thuc thi khi mot ké trdm c6 tinh 1y cép tai san
ctia mot ngudi nao do, phai hoan tra lai cho chu cua tai san
4y, phan tai sdn ma ngudi chii da bi 14y mat.

Nhu thé, ching ta c6 thé goi mot ngudi song cong binh
khi ho y thidc va nhan 14y nhiing gi minh c6 quyén sé hiiu,
hodc nhiing hang héa tuong xting véi gia tri ctia sy dong
gép ma minh di thyc hién. Ngudi 4y ciing chap nhan su
triing phat hodc phai bdi thudng thiét hai cho tha nhan cich
tuong xting, néu anh ta c6 tinh giy ton hai, hodc thuc hién
nhiing hanh vi, véi ¥ chi ty do clia minh, trdi véi diéu da
dugc quy dinh bdi mot cong dong xa hdi. Pinh nghia nay
vé sy cdng binh c6 thé duge dung nhu 13 khéi di€ém cho

5 Xem Mortimer J. Adler, Six Great Ideas: Truth, Goodness, Beauty, Liberty,
Equality, Justice (London: Collier Macmillan Publishers, 1981).

® http://www.britannica.com/topic/justice-social-concept
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nhiing suy tu trong bai viét. Tuy viy, @& hi€u ding khdi
niém vé sy cdng binh theo thanh Toéma, ching ta phai xem
xét n6 trong tuong quan vdi khai niém vé su cong binh
clia Aristotle, triét gia d3 gép phan quan trong hinh thanh
nhiing tu tudng ctia thanh Toma.

Mic dau Plato 12 triét gia dau tién trong lich st triét hoc
Tay Phuong thdo luin vé khai niém cong binh trong tdc
phim Céng Hoa,’ tri€t Iy clia Aristotle v€ su cong binh da
anh hudng dén va gép phan hinh thanh nhiing tu tudng cla
thdnh Toéma vé su cong binh. Trong cudén V ctia Pao Dric
Hoc, Aristotle phan biét gitia sy cong binh trong viéc phan
phdi nhiing tai sin hoic sdn pham (distributive justice), va
su cong binh trong viéc stia chita nhiing hanh vi sai 1am clia
mot ngudi hay su cong binh khic phuc (corrective justice).®

Su cong binh khic phuc lién hé dén stia chia lai cho
ding nhiing diéu bat cong anh hudng trén mot nan nhan
trong trudng hgp ngudi 4y bi 14y mat tai sdn ctia minh do
trdm cudp, hodic chinh ban than ho va nhiing gi thudc vé ho
bi 1am ton hai. Trong khi d6, su cong binh phan phdi lién
hé dén viéc phan chia hoic trao do6i ddong déu giita nhiing
san pham khac nhau. Mot ngudi thg giay khong thé trao
ddi mot doi giay ma anh ta da lam ra dé nhan dugc mot
mua gt boi thu cua ngudi lam nong. Gid tri cia mot doi

7 Xem Plato, Republic (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 1992).

8 Xem Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 2011), 1130-1131.
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giay khong thé tuong xiing vdi gid tri cia mot mia git. Néi
cdch khdc, @& c6 mot sy trao ddi cong binh gitia bic thg
gidly va ngudi 1am nong, bac Ay phéi trao cho ngudi lam
ndng mot sO lugng gidy tuong xing vé6i gid tri cla nhiing
san phdm dén tif mot mia git boi thu. Va su trao d6i nay
phéi dugc dong y béi cd ngudi 1am ndng 1an béc thg giay.

Theo Aristotle, sy cong binh phan phdi quy chiéu dén
khuynh huéng thuc hién nhiing hanh vi ding din ctia mot
ngudi cong chinh (a just person), khi ho thuc hién chon lya
vdi ti do ctia minh, va phan chia nhiing sdn pham (goods)
cho minh va cho ngudi khic theo mot tuong quan phu hgp
v6i diéu ma mdi bén da gép phan vao.” N6i cach khéc,
ngudi séng cong binh khong tham lam mong mudn nhin
hon nhting gi minh xting dang nhan dugc trong tuong quan
véi cong stic minh da dong gép vao cho mot viéc nao do.
Trai lai, ngudi 4y phan phdi nhiing san pham dugc lam ra
cho minh va cho tha nhan theo mot ty 1€ phu hgp.

Mot diéu quan trong ma ching ta can nhan ra & day 1a
su cong binh dudng nhu khong doi budc nhting thanh vién
trong mot cong ddng xa hdi phai hét 1ong yéu thuong, hoic
6 bdn phan gidp d6 ngudi khic. Su cong binh chi doi hoi
mot ngudi ton trong quyén 1oi chinh d4ng clia ngudi khéc,
nhén nhiing gi thudc vé minh, hodc minh c6 quyén s& hitu
trén vat do, va trao lai cho tha nhan nhiing gi thudc vé ho.

° Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, 1134a.
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Hon niia, ngudi song cong binh khdng ¢6 tinh can trd hoic
gy kho khin cho ngudi anh em minh ddi vé6i nhiing chon
Iua trong cudc song cuia riéng ho.

Dit nén nhiing suy tu cia minh vé khdi niém cdng binh
trén tu tudng cla Aristotle, thinh Toéma hiéu su cong binh
nhu 12 mot nhan didc, ma nhd d6, ngudi sdng diic cong binh
trao trd cho tha nhan nhiing gi thudc vé ho.!"° Nhan diic &
day quy chiéu dén tinh cach clia mot ngudi, mot tinh cich
thiét yéu dinh huéng cho ngudi 4y thuc hién nhiing hanh
dong tot trong tucng quan véi su hudng din cia Iy tri."!
Theo thanh Toma, dic cong binh khong phai 1a mot nhan
dic theo nghia cam tinh, nhu nhan ddc can dam hay nhan
ddc tiét dd. Vi cong binh hudng ta vé tha nhan @€ phan
dinh nhiing diéu diing d4n cAn dudc thuc hién trong nhiing
trudng hop cu thé, su cong binh khong thé dudc hiéu theo
nghia cdm xic mang cam tinh.'

19 The act of justice in relation to its proper matter and object is indicated in
the words, “Rendering to each one his right.” Xem Toéma Aquind, Summa
Theologiae, phan II-11, cAu héi 58, tiét 1.

"' A human virtue is one “which renders a human act and man himself good”
[*Ethic. i, 6], and this can be applied to justice. For a man’s act is made
good through attaining the rule of reason, which is the rule whereby human
acts are regulated. Xem Téma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phan II-11, cAu
hoi 58, tiét 3.

12 Whether justice is about passions? “The true answer to this question may
be gathered from a twofold source. First from the subject of justice, i.e.
from the will, whose movements or acts are not passions, for it is only
the sensitive appetite whose movements are called passions. Hence
justice is not about the passions, as are temperance and fortitude, which
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T nhiing phan tich trén vé khai niém cong binh, ching
ta c¢6 thé nhan dinh ring khéi niém cong binh khong tuong
thich v6i khédi niém long thuong x6t. Long thuong xot,
theo thanh Augustine va dugc trich lai bGi thanh Toma
“la su cam thong clia tam hon ta trude su kho dau cua ké
khéc, thiic ddy ta thuc hién hanh dong dé gitp d6 ho néu
ching ta c6 thé. Vi long thuong x6t dén tif nguyén ngii
“misericordia,” nghia l1a sy cdm thong ndi con tim ctia mot
ngudi doi véi su bat hanh cia ké khac.”"

Thuc vay, trong khi 10ng thuong x6t bao ham khia canh
xtic cAm clia con tim, thiét yéu huéng ta vé tha nhan khi
ho 1am vao canh khon khé, dé yéu thuong va nang dd ho,
su cong binh la nhan dic clia mot ngudi lién hé dén thuc
thi nhiing hanh dong ding din trong tuong quan véi tha
nhan dudi sy huéng dan cta ly tri, va né khong nhat thiét
doi budc ta phai hét 1ong gitip dd tha nhan. D& hiéu 16 hon
tuong quan gitia ddc cong binh va long thuong x6t cling
v6i nhiing van dé trong tuong quan gitia chiing, trudc hét,
ching ta c6 thé phan tich kh4i niém Iong thuong x6t clia

are in the irascible and concupiscible parts. Secondly, on the part of the
matter, because justice is about man’s relations with another, and we are
not directed immediately to another by the internal passions. Therefore,
justice is not about the passions.” Xem Toma Aquind, Summa Theologiae,
phén II-11, cAu hoi 58, tiét 9.

13 Mercy is heartfelt sympathy for another’s distress, impelling us to succor
him if we can. For mercy takes its name "misericordia" from denoting a
man’s compassionate heart [miserum cor] for another’s unhappiness. Xem
Téma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phan II-11, cau héi 30, tiét 1.
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Thién Chia theo than hoc gia Walter Kasper, va sau do,
theo thdnh Toma.

LONG THUONG XOT CUA THIEN CHUA

Trong tdc phim Mercy (Long Thuong Xot), Walter
Kasper nhan dinh ring long thuong x6t 12 mot khéi niém
thudng bi lang quén trong than hoc Kitd gido. Mic dii long
thuong x6t ctia Thién Chida 1a mot trong nhiing khdi niém
can ban cta Thanh Kinh va tuong thich véi kinh nghiém
hién sinh ctia nhan loai hdm nay, né da khong dugc thao
luan céch thich ddng trong cédc thi ban ctia than hoc hé
thong.'* Hon nifa, gitta nhiing dc tinh siéu hinh ctia Thién
Chua nhu sy toan ndng, su toan tri, sy toan thién, su thianh
thiéng von da dugc quan tAm dén trong than hoc cta Gido
Hoi, chiing ta khong tim thdy mot vi tri tuong xiing nao cho
ddc tinh long thuong xo6t.

Theo Kasper, long thuong x6t 12 mot trong nhiing dic
tinh cén ban va thiét yéu ctia Thién Chida. Chinh Thién
Chiia, qua sy kién nhap thé ctia Ngoi Loi, di tré nén mot
ngudi gidng nhu chiing ta moi dang ngoai trii toi 10i. Ngai
da dén nhan tit cd nhiing gi thudc vé con ngudi noi nhan
tinh cta Dic Giésu, thim chi cdm nhan ca su dau khd 1an
su yéu hen nhu ching ta. N6i khéc, chinh Thién Chua, vi
tinh yéu va long thuong x6t ddi véi mot nhan loai dang

14 Walter Kasper, Mercy (New Jersey: Paulist Press, 2013), 9-15.
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song trong toi 161, dd nhap thé 1am ngudi, & cling ching ta,
va d6n nhan nhiing kho dau ctia nhan loai noi Dic Giésu.'"

Thénh Téma khong ddng y véi quan diém trén cla
Kasper vé su dau khd va Iong thuong x6t cia Thién Chda.
Theo thdnh Tdma, khdi niém long thuiong x6t, dén tli nguyén
ngt Latinh misericordia, nghia 1a mdt con tim hodc mot
tam hon tré nén cam thong véi ké khac vi su bat hanh clia
ho.'® Tuy vay, long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chuia phai dugc
hiéu “theo [nghia] cong hiéu chii khdng theo tinh cdm clia
dam mé.”'” Trong khing dinh nay clia thanh Toma, chiing
ta c6 thé phan biét hai khia canh ctia 1ong thuong x6t: long
thuong x6t hiéu theo nghia cong hiéu (effective mercy), va
long thuong x6t hi€u theo nghia cam tinh (affective mercy).

Long thuong x6t cong hi€u 1a nhiing gi ma mdt ngudi
c6 thé thuc hién qua nhiing hanh dong cu thé dé 1am voi di
nhiing dau kho ctia ngudi khac. Trong khi d6, 1ong thuong
x6t cam tinh la mdt cam xuc ddc thu cua con ngudi tuong tu
bao cam xtc khdc clia ching ta nhu budn, vui, gian, ghét,

15 Kasper, Mercy, 118-120.

16 T answer that, as Augustine says (De Civ. Dei ix, 5), mercy is heartfelt
sympathy for another’s distress, impelling us to succor him if we can. For
mercy takes its name “misericordia” from denoting a man’s compassionate
heart [miserum cor] for another’s unhappiness. Xem Toéma Aquind,
Summa Theologiae, phan II-11, cau hoi 30, tiét 1.

17T answer that, Mercy is especially to be attributed to God, as seen in its
effect, but not as an affection of passion. Xem Toma Aquind, Summa
Theologiae, phin 1, cAu héi 21, muc 3.
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v.v. Ddi tugng ctia 1ong thuong x6t chinh 13 nhiing bat hanh,
hoic kho dau ctia tha nhan va clia ngudi than cAn minh phai
g4nh chiu trong cudc song. Piing trude su bat hanh ctia ké
khéc, ngudi c6 long x6t thuong c6 bon phan gitip d6 anh
chi em minh vugt qua nhiing khé khin. Mot cach cu thé,
chiing ta thudng x6t nhiing ngudi dau kho, vi noi ching ta
c6 kha nidng cam thong (empathy), va kha nang tu y thic
ring chinh minh, vio mot thdi diém nao d6 trong tuong lai,
c6 thé roi vao cling mdt hoan canh tuong tu nhu ho. Tuy
nhién, muc do ctua long thuong x6t cta chiing ta véi mot ai
d6 dang song trong dau khd tiy thudce vao mic do dén ti
moi tiong quan tinh ban gita ta v6i ngudi do.

Vay dau la y nghia cta long thuong x6t Chda theo
thanh Toma? Long thuong x6t cua Thién Chia khong nén
dugc hiu nhu mot cam xudc hodc mot dam mé thudc vé
ban chit con ngudi. N6i cdch khic, Thién Chda khong thé
12 d6i tugng clia nhiing cam xiic budn vui ¢ thé xdy ra
noi hitu thé ctia Ngai. Vi viy, thanh Téma lap lun ring
long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chia phai dugc hiéu theo nghia
“cong hi€u,” chii khong theo nghia “tinh cdm hodc dam
mé.” N6i khdc di, long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chda chi duge
dién t4 qua nhiing hanh ddng cu thé, @ chita lanh hoic 14y
di nhiing khd dau ctia con ngudi, va cho phép ho dugc tham
du phan nao d6 vao su hoan hao ctia Ngai.'®

18 To sorrow, therefore, over the misery of others belongs not to God; but it
does most properly belong to Him to dispel that misery, whatever be the
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Chiing ta c6 thé nhan ra mot su thiéu tuong dong gitia
nhiing suy tu clia thdnh Téma vé long thuong x6t cla
Thién Chua, khi so sdanh n6 véi cach thic ma Puc Giésu
thé hién long thuong x6t khi Ngai loan bdo Tin Miing. N6i
cich khac, néu Diic Giésu 1a dung mao long thuong xét
cua Thién Chua theo nhu khéng dinh ctia DBidc Phanxico,"
thi Thién Chda noi con ngudi Giésu 4y ciing ¢6 thé kinh
nghiém nhiing kh6é dau trong than xdc minh. Thuc vay,
Kinh Thanh Tan Uéc cho ching ta thdy vi Thién Chia
hién dién noi Pic Giésu da thé hién mot long x6t thuong
v6i anh chi em dong loai, khdng nhiing theo khia canh ctia
cong hiéu, ma con theo khia canh ctia cam tinh. Nhiing
mdgc khai ctia Bic Giésu qua 16i néi va hanh ddng ctia Ngai
trong cidc Tin Miung nhu s€ trinh bay duéi day, sé gidp
chiing ta khdm phd y nghia cua long thuong x4t Chua.

Trong si mang loan bdo Tin Miuing cta minh, Dic
Giésu da ndéi véi cdc moén dé cua Ngai, va v6i nhiing ké
dang ling nghe Ngai, v& mot Thién Chda nhan tii ddy long
x6t thuong. Vi Thién Chda la Tinh Yéu (1 Ga 4,8). Ngai
da tao dung con ngudi mang hinh anh cua Ngai tti thud ban
s0. Ngai ban cho ho nhiing diéu t6t dep trong cong trinh
tao dung. Hon ntia, khi con ngudi ma Ngai dung nén pham
t0i va sa nga, Thién Chuia khong bo roi dan Ngai. Ngai da

defect we call by that name. Now defects are not removed, except by the
perfection of some kind of goodness; and the primary source of goodness
is God. Xem Toma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phan 1, cAu hdi 21, muc 3.

' Piic Gido Hoang Phanxicd, Dung Mao Long Thuong Xot, s6 1.
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ky két véi Dan dugc Tuyén Chon, qua trung gian cdc To
Phu ctia ngudi Do Théi, mot Giao Udc yéu thuong. Mic
di Dan Chda thudng khong tin trung véi Giao Udc, va tii
chdi Dang da kéu goi ho, Thién Chda van ludn trung thanh
khong hé quén 15i Giao Udc trong sudt lich sii ciiu do. Ngai
yéu thuong mot nhan loai khd dau dén ndi sai Con minh
dén nhap thé 1am ngudi, trd nén gidng chiing ta moi dang
ngoai trii toi 16i, d€ ctiu dd ching ta.

Tiép tuc cdng viéc cia Chia Cha qua Giao Udc véi Dan
dugc Tuyén Chon, Dic Giésu da thé hién long thuong x6t
cia Thién Chiia qua nhiing phép la ma Ngai thuc hién, dé
1am voi di nhiing kho dau c4 vé thé 1y 1n tinh thin clia nhiing
nguci ma Ngai gdp g6. Thuc vay, Thién Chua noi Buc Giésu
da chanh long thuong tridc ndi dau ctia ba géa thanh Nain,
va da hoi sinh con cta ba tif ¢di chét (Lc 7,11-15). Ngai
cling thé hién long thuong x6t véi ngudi bi phong hii, da
cham vao anh d¢ chiia lanh bénh cho anh (Mc 1,40-42). Vi
cam thuong dan chdng 1am than khi ho theo Ngai ba ngay
va khong con gi d€ #n, nén Diic Giésu héa banh ra nhicu dé
nudi dan ching (Mt 15, 32-37). Qua nhting trinh thuat nay
trong Tin Miing Nhat Lam, chiing ta nhan ra ring Thién
Chiia hién than noi Pic Giésu da thé hién long x6t thucng
v6i nhiing ngudi dau khd can dén Ngai, ca theo nghia cong
hiéu 14n tinh cdm mang tinh cdm xtic clia mdt con nguidi.

Nhting trinh thuét Thanh Kinh trén da gidp ching ta nhan
ra rang 1ong thuong x6t ctia Thién Chia dudc thé hién cich
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tuyét voi nhat qua hanh dong clia doi tay, 1an long thuong
cam ctia Dic Giésu ddi véi nhiing ai chay dén véi Ngai dé
don nhan long x6t thuong. Khi gdp go buc Gi€su, nhiing
ké tdi nhan, nhiing ngudi bi ton thuong, nhiing ké bi loai
ra ngoai xa hdi bdi 1€ luat clia c4c kinh su Do Théi thoi do,
d6n nhén dugc long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chia. N6i khac
di, Thién Chiia noi Dic Giésu ludn x6t thuong nhiing ai dén
véi Ngai, dé tha thid cho ho va chiia lanh ho. Vi thé, chuing ta
c6 thé néi ring ndi Dic Giésu, Thién Chiia da thé hién mot
long thuong x6t bao la véi mdt nhin loai dang dau kho. Ngai
da thé hién long x4t thuong 4y, néi theo thuat ngit ctia thanh
Toma, ca theo nghia cong hiéu 14n cam tinh noi Pic Giésu.

Khi phan tich tu tuéng clia thanh Téma vé 1ong thuong
x6t cua Thién Chda trong tuong quan v6i nhiing mdc khai
clia Dc Giésu, chiing ta nhan ra riang sy cong binh theo
Aristotle khong tuong hop véi long thuong x6t ciia Thién
Chua. Néu Thién Chia ctia Dic Giésu 12 mot Thién Chda
thyc thi cong binh theo quan diém clia Aristotle, Ngai &
hoan thanh cong viéc clia minh khi sing tao trdi dat va
con ngudi. Sau dd, Thién Chda budng bo nhiing thu tao
ctia minh, dé chiing van hanh theo luat ti nhién dugc an
dinh trong ban chat ctia ching. Hinh anh nay dai dién cho
quan diém cla tridng phai chi truong duy ly vé Thién
Chuia (Deism), ho cho ri‘mg Thién Chua khong can thi€p
vao nhiing van dé clia con ngudi sau thsi di€ém sdng tao.
Tuy vy, nhiing miic khai ctia Diic Giésu cho chiing ta thiy
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mot biic tranh hoan toan kh4c vé Thién Chiia. Qua sy nhap
thé ctia Ngoi Loi cing véi nhiing hanh dong ctiu do, Thién
Chua da budc vao lich sti nhan loai. Ngai trd nén mdt con
ngudi giong nhu chiing ta, & cling ching ta, va dong hanh
v6i nhiing ai dang dau kho.

Nhu thé, chiing ta c6 thé khing dinh ring su cong binh
ctia Thién Chiia khdng nén dugc dong héa vdi su cong binh
theo quan niém cta Aristotle. Néu ménh dé nay ding, vay
chiing ta phai hiéu thé nio vé su cong binh ctia Thién Chia?
Néu Thién Chda x6t thuong con ngudi, ddc biét nhiing ké
can dén long x6t thuong ctia Ngai, phéi ching Thién Chia
s& bo qua su cong binh khic phuc, d& tha thi cho nhiing
t0i nhan bat chap 16i pham ctia ho? Mic du Thién Chia la
Dang X6t Thuong, theo quan di€ém ctia thdnh Téma, Ngai
khong bo qua nhiing ti€u chi cua sy cong binh. N6i cach
khéc, Thién Chda vira 1a Dang Cong Binh viia 1a Dang X6t
Thuong. C4 hai dic tinh nén tang nay déu thudc vé bin
chat thiét y&u ctia Ngai. D€ hiéu rd hon vé tuong quan gitta
1ong thuong x6t va su cong binh cua Thién Chda, dudi day
chiing ta c6 thé xem xét tu tudng ctia thanh Toma vé su
tuong quan nay.

THIEN CHUA: PANG CONG BINH VA
GIAU LONG XOT THUONG

Thénh TOma trinh bay tuong quan gitia su cong binh
va long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chda trong phan 1, ciu hoi
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21 ctia Tong Ludn Than Hoc. Trudc hét, ngai 1am rd nhiing
kh4c biét va tuong ddng gitia sy cong binh ctia Thién Chiia
va su cong binh theo quan ni€ém cuta Aristotle. Nhu da trinh
bay 6 trén, Aristotle phan biét gitia sy cong binh trong viéc
phan phdi nhiing tai san hodc san pham lam ra (distributive
justice), va su cong binh trong viéc sta chtia lai nhiing hanh
vi sai 1am hozc su cong binh khic phuc (corrective justice).

Theo thanh Téma, su cong binh ctia Thién Chia khong
nén dugc hi€u theo nghia cta sy trao ddi budbn ban hoic
su cong binh khic phuc. D&i véi loai ngudi chiing ta, khi
mic ng mot ai d6, chiing ta phai dén bui cho ho tuong xiing
v6i nhiing thiét hai ma ching ta da 14y di tif ho. Ciing vay,
khi ching ta trao ddi trong mua bdn, nhiing ngudi song
cdng binh s& trao d6i san phim clia minh cho nhau theo su
dong thuén ctia c4 hai bén. Tuy vay, Thién Chida khong thé
méic no bat ky ai. Ngai cling khong cin phai d6n nhan bat
cti diéu gi khic bén ngoai Ngai, d& bu vao nhiing khiém
khuyét trong ban thé ctia Ngai. Thién Chda 12 Ping Séing
Tao clia moi loai trong th& gi6i ndy, va ban cho moi loai
nhiing diéu can thiét dé duy tri va phét trién su sdng clia
ching. Nhu thé, sy cong binh khic phuc hoic sy cong binh
trong nhiing trao ddi khdng thé dugc xem xét trong tuong
quan véi Thién Chia.?

» There are two kinds of justice. The one consists in mutual giving and
receiving, as in buying and selling, and other kinds of intercourse and
exchange. This the Philosopher (Ethic. v, 4) calls commutative justice,
that directs exchange and intercourse of business. This does not belong
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Thé4nh Toma hiéu su cdng binh ctia Thién Chia theo
nghia phén phat hay con goi 1a su cong binh phan phdi
(distributive justice). Thién Chia la Pang Cong Binh khi
Ngai gin giil va ban ting cho mudn loai thu tao nhiing diéu
chiing thuc su cAn @& duy tri su song va phét trién.?' T do,
thanh Toma 14p luan ring noi Thién Chda, long thuiong x6t
va su cong chinh 1a hai khia canh, mdc du khac biét, nhung
hdi nhat trong ban thé ctia Ngai. Thién Chda ludn thuc thi
su cong binh va long thuong x6t trong nhiing hoat ddng cua
Ngai. Khi Thién Chda hanh x@ véi long thuong x6t, Ngai
khong di ngugc lai v6i sy cong binh, nhung vugt trén sy
cong binh.

Thénh Toéma viét: “Su cong binh clia Thién Chia phai
dugc thé hién trong moi hoat dong clia Ngai. Va trong hanh
dong cong binh ctia Thién Chua, sy cong binh Ay ludn ludn
ddi hoi long thuong x6t nhu 1a mot diéu kién va 1 nén tang
cho viéc thuc thi ddc cdng binh.”?> N6i khac, long thuong

to God, since, as the Apostle says: "Who hath first given to Him, and
recompense shall be made him?" (Rm. 11:35). Xem Toma Aquind, Summa
Theologiae, phan I, cAu héi 21, muc 1.

2! The proper order displayed in ruling a family or any kind of multitude
evinces justice of this kind in the ruler, so the order of the universe, which
is seen both in effects of nature and in effects of will, shows forth the
justice of God. Xem Téma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phan I, cau hoi
21, muc 1.

2 Justice must exist in all God’s works. Now the work of divine justice
always presupposes the work of mercy; and is founded thereupon. Xem
Toma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phan 1, cu héi 21, muc 4.
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x6t ctia Thién Chia ludn 12 mot diu kién thiét yéu, 1a tién
gid dinh ma trén nén ting d6 Thién Chda phdn xi cong
binh véi nhiing ai tim dén véi Ngai. Thién Chda thé hién
sy cdng binh ctia Ngai v6i con ngudi dua trén nén ting clia
tinh yéu va long thuong x6t. Hi€u nhu thé, chiing ta ¢6 thé
khing dinh nhu Dic Phanxicd trong tong sic Dung Mao
Long Thuong Xot: 1ong thuong x6t cua Thién Chda khong
tuong phan véi sy cong binh, “nhung 12 hai chiéu kich ctia
mot thuc tai duy nhat, van ting trién dan cho téi khi dat dén
muc d6 vién man cua Tinh Yéu.”*

Th4nh Téma st dung mdt vi du cu thé nhu sau &€ minh
hoa cho ching ta hiéu dugc tuong quan gitia 1ong thuong
X6t va su cong binh ctia Thién Chda. “Thién Chua thuong
X6t con ngudi, khong vi pham dic cong binh, nhung vugt
trén didc cong binh ctia minh: tuong ty nhu mot ngudi giau
c6 14y tién tii ngan hang cia minh, dé tra hai trim dong cho
mot ngudi ma minh chi méc ng ho mot trim dong. Trong
truong hgp nay, ngudi dé khong vi pham ddc cong binh
v6i ngudi ma minh d3 mic ng, nhung thuc thi hanh dong
ctia minh c4ch hao hiép va thuong x6t... Do @6, diéu hién

% Piic Gido Hoang Phanxicd, Dung Mao Long Thuong Xot, sd 20. Ban
dich tiéng Anh ctia tdng sic Dung Mao Long Thirong Xot s& 20 viét nhu
sau: These (justice and mercy of God) are not two contradictory realities,
but two dimensions of a single reality that unfolds progressively until
it culminates in the fullness of love. Xem http://w2.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa francesco_bolla_20150411_
misericordiae-vultus.html
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nhién 1a 1ong thuong x6t cia Thién Chda khong huy diét
diic cong binh, nhung 1a sy sung man ctia ddc cdng binh.”*

Chiing ta c6 thé dung mot vi du khéc trong Tan Uéc dé
l1am rd mdi tuong quan gilia su cdng binh va long thuong
x6t cua Thién Chuda. V6i muc dich day cho cdc mon dé cia
Ngai vé su tha thd va 1ong thuong x6t, Pic Giésu ké cho
ho va cho nhiing ngudi 1ing nghe Ngai mot du ngdn ngudi
day t6 nhan tAm khong x6t thuong ké khdc (Mt 18,23-34).
Ngudi ddy t6 Ay mic ng cht minh mot khoan tién 16n. Khi
anh ta tim dén 6ng chu, quy xudng vdi long thanh khan
dé xin 6ng chi tha thi va dudc x6a ng, long thuong xét
clia dng chii d6i v6i ngudi diy t6 ddng thuong Ay nhu mot
diéu kién thiét y&u ctia sy cong binh da khién dng thuic thi
sy cong binh bing cich xéa di mén ng khong 16 ma anh
ta, néu tuan theo nguyén 1y clia su cdng binh khic phuc,
phai hoan tra lai s6 tién 4y cho dng. Trong trudng hop nay,
ching ta cé thé nhin ra ring 1ong thuong x6t clia Thién
Chda khong tuong phan véi su cong binh ctia Ngai, nhung
bao gom sy cdng binh 4y trong kh4i niém long thuong xot.

Tuy nhién, khi ngudi ddy t6 iy khong chiu tha thi
cho ngudi anh em minh, ngudi dd mic ng minh mot mén

** God acts mercifully, not indeed by going against His justice, but by doing
something more than justice; thus a man who pays another two hundred
pieces of money, though owing him only one hundred, does nothing
against justice, but acts liberally or mercifully [...] Hence it is clear that
mercy does not destroy justice, but in a sense is the fulness thereof. Xem
Toma Aquind, Summa Theologiae, phﬁn I, cu hoi 21, muc 3.
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tién nho. Anh ta yéu ciu ngudi mic ng anh phai tra lai sy
cdng binh cho anh, theo nghia ctia su cong binh khic phuc.
Chinh diéu nay da khién Thién Chia, qua hinh 4nh cia
ong chi, thuc thi sy cong binh khic phuc d6i véi ngudi
ddy t6 nhan tim. Ong chi yéu cau anh ta dén gip 6ng, va
néi vé6i anh: “Tén day t6 doc 4c kia, ta da tha hét s6 ng 4y
cho nguoi, vi nguoi da van xin ta, thi dén lugt nguoi, nguoi
khong phdi thuong x6t dong ban, nhu chinh ta da thuong
x6t nguoi sao? Roi ton chli ndi con thinh nd, trao y cho linh
hanh ha, cho dén ngay y tra hét no cho 6ng. Ay vay, Cha
clia Thay & trén trdi ciing s& d6i xi v6i anh em nhu thé, néu
mdi ngudi trong anh em khong hét 1ong tha thi cho anh em
minh” (Mt 18,32-34).

KET LUAN

Theo thanh Téma, 1ong thuong x6t va su cong binh ctia
Thién Chda Ia hai dic tinh thé hién su toan ning ctia Ngai.
Su toan niing ctia Thién Chda dudc thé hién khi Ngai phén
xli cach cong binh dua trén nén tang va diéu kién ctia long
x6t thuong ddi véi nhiing ai thanh khan dén vdi Ngai, dé
dugdc tha thd va dugc yéu thuong. Long x6t thuong, nhu
thé, 12 diéu kién thiét yéu cho kha thé clia su cdng binh
ctia Thién Chia, va su cong binh cling véi long x6t thuong
4y dudc thé hién cdch hoan hio qua nhiing hanh dong va

2 Xem ban dich Kinh Thdnh ctia Nhém Cac Gio Kinh Phung Vu, dugc
ding trén website clia Truyén Thong Chiing Nhan Kitd Gido, http://www.
chungnhanduckito.net/kinhthanh/tan%?20uoc.htm
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161 rao giang ctia Dic Giésu. Noi Dic Giésu, dung mao
cua Thién Chda, Thién Chua da trao ban long thuong xét
va tinh yéu clia Ngai d6i v6i mdt nhan loai dang dau kho
vudt trén nhiing tinh todn mang tinh cong bing theo nghia
clia su cong binh khic phuc. Nhu mot ngudi Cha giau long
thuong x6t d6i véi nhiing difa con ctia minh, Thién Chia
ban cho con ngudi 4n stng va ty do, d& ho tu nguyén dén
gdp g6 Ngai, goi Thién Chua la Cha theo 16i day cua Drc
Giésu, d€ duge dén nhan, dugc yéu thuong, va duge tha
tha. No6i tom lai, Thién Chua thyc thi su cOng bﬁng cua tinh
yéu va long thuong x6t trong tiong quan ddi vdi con ngudi.
Va khi ching ta @6n nhan su cong bing d6, ching ta ciing
don nhan long x6t thuong ctia Thién Chua.
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