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DAN NHAP

“Chiia la Ddng tit bi nhan hau,
Nguoi chdm gidn va giau tinh thuong.
Chiia nhén di doi véi moi nguoi,
16 long nhdn hdu voi muédn loai Chiia da dung nén”

(Tv 145,8-9)

Day dudc ké 1a ban tém ludc vé “long x4t thuong” clia
Thién Chda d6i vdi con ngudi va thé gidi tao thanh. Khdi
niém “long x4t thuong” c6 ndi ham thé nao, c6 lién hé gi
v6i “long nhan 4i”, “long tric 4n”, “long khoan dung”, “su

A

thuong hai”, “4n stng”, “on tha thi” .... Ddy qua van Ia



12 Hop tuyén than hoc - S6 50

nhiing cAu hoéi ludn can dudc cdc nha chuyén mon (ngdn
ngit hoc, viin héa hoc, nhin chiing hoc, triét hoc, Thénh
Kinh, than hoc ...) ti€p tuc suy tu va dao sAu mot cich c6
hé thong hon.

Trong Cuu Udc, cum tii “long x4t thuong” hay “td 1ong
x6t thuong” hay “c6 1ong x6t thuong” thudng duge chuyén
ngii ti nhiing danh ti trong tiéng Do-thdi (rahimim;
hemlah; hesed; tohinnah) cling v6i cdc bién thé dong ti
va tinh tlf tuong dng clia chiing, néu c6. Tuong ti nhu vay,
trong Tan Udc, cdc cum tif ké trén thudng dudc chuyén
ngit tif nhiing danh tli va dong tii trong tiéng Hi-lap (éleos;
hilaskomai; oiktirmds; splanchnizomai) cung vé6i nhiing
bién thé tinh tif tuong ting ctia ching, néu co.

Bai viét ndy, tuy nhién, khdng di tim hiéu y nghia
cua céc ti ngli nay, hay ndi ham cua céc ti nay, hay di
tim mot sy phan biét rd rang hon gitia cac khai niém néu
trén, hay dua ra mot ban khéo ctu tong quit vé khdi niém
long x6t thuong trong Kinh Thanh.! Thay vao d6, bai viét

' Xin xem D. E. Garland, “Mercy; Merciful”, 322-323, @& hiéu hon vé noi
ham ctia nhiing ti ngit nay va nhiing van d chinh lién hé dén chi dé “long
x6t thuong”. O ddy chi xin d& cap d&n mot s6 nét chinh trong bai khao ciiu
ctua D. E. Garland:

1. rahamim (Iong, rudt) dugc dung dé chi 1ong x6t thuong ddi vé6i nhiing
ngudi dang gip dau khd, khdn quin, hay chiu ton thuong, dang cin d&n
su trg gidp, nang dd; Hesed thudng chi 1ong thanh tin, tinh thuong tron
ven ctia Thién Chda, dugc bay to qua viéc Ngudi trung tin véi Giao Udc
Nguoi da ky véi Dan Nguoi. Long x6t thuong 1a mot qua tdng nhung
khong ctia Thién Chda. Long x6t thuong Ay khdng don gidn chi 1a mot
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nay da dat gia dinh thuc tai “long x6t thuong” cua Thién
Chda d6i vé6i nhitng ngudi dang chiu dau kho, gip canh
cling quan, bat hanh, hay chiu ton thuong, khong chi
dudc dién ta qua céc tlii ngit néu trén, nhung con qua céc
cAu chuyén, von tham chi ching da dong gi dén nhiing tii
ngit d6, nhung lai c6 ham y khong dé pht nhan vé “long
x6t thuong”.

cam xtc, nhung ludn dugc thé hién trong dong lich st qua cdc hanh dong
cu thé ctia Thién Chda d6i véi DAn Ngudi (cho ting trudng; gii thodt
khoi quén thi; dua trg vé Dat Hia).

2. Nho Thién Chuda x6t thuong, ma chiing ta dugc tdi sinh va dugc nhan
lanh on ctu d9: “Khong phdi vi ty stic minh ching ta da lam nén nhiing
viéc cong chinh, nhung vi Nguoi thuong xot, nén Ngudi da ciu ching ta
nhd phép rlia ban on Thénh Thén, dé ching ta dugc tdi sinh va doi méi.
Thién Chiia d4 tudn d6 tran ddy on Thanh Than xudng trén ching ta, nhd
Dic Gié-su Ki-t6 Pang ctiu dd ching ta. Nhu vy, mot khi da nén cong
chinh nhd 4n sting ctia Dic Ki-t0, ching ta dugc thiia hudng su séng doi
doi, nhu chiing ta van hi vong” (Tt 3,5-7).

3. Khi thi hanh st mang cong khai, Chda Gié-su da to long x6t thuong
v6i rit nhiéu ngudi chiu canh dau khd, dau bénh, hay bi qui 4m. Ngudi
da chita lanh cho ho. Ngudi ciing mdi goi ngudi nghe biét té long x6t
thuong ddi véi anh chi em ddng loai. Thu gtii tin hitu Hipri con di xa hon
nifta khi khéng dinh long x6t thuong ctia Ngudi dem lai on citu do cho
ching ta: Ngudi trd nén vi Thugng T nhdn tir [E epwy - c6 1ong xot
thuong] va trung tin d€ dén toi cho déan (x. 2,17). Nhd Ngudi, chiing ta
c6 thé “manh dan tién lai gin ngai Thién Chida 1 ngudn 4n sting, dé dugc
x6t thuong va lanh on trg gidp mdi khi cin” (4,16).

4. Hoc gia Trench da phan biét hai thyc tai “an sung (charis)” va “long
x6t thuong (éleos)” nhu sau: charis (an stng) ctia Thién Chia, von 14
qua ting va an ban nhung khong ctia Ngudi, dugc bi€u 1§ qua viéce tha
tha tdi, charis d6 dugc trao ban cho con ngudi vi ho la nhiing ké c6 tdi;
con éleos (long x6t thuong) cia Ngudi [dudc to cho con nguodi], vi ho la
nhiing ké dang thuong.
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Trén tinh than d6, bai khio ciu ny dudgc viét ra nhu mot
nd Iuc tim hiéu thém vé ndi ham chia dung trong thuc tai
“long x6t thuong” cua Thién Chida, qua mdt cau chuyén cu
thé trong Sdch Samuel (1Sm 1,1-28; 2,18-21). Cau chuyén
nay rat thoi sy va gidu ¥ nghia, vi mot ding, n6 gidp quing
dién 16 hon vé long x6t thuong ctia Thién Chiia d6i véi cac
nhan vat trong cAu chuyén, nhit la v6i nhan vat chinh 1a
ba Hannah, va qua ba véi ca dan toc Israel; dang khac, vi
cAu chuyén nay dung cham dé&n nhiéu khia canh khac nhau
trong cudc song, nén né cé thé truyén tai nhiéu thong diép
cu thé cho cudc s6ng hom nay, lién hé dén céch thidc lam
sao chiing ta c6 thé tinh than x6t thuong ctia Thién Chia
trong mdi trudng sdng cu thé cia minh.

DEé thyc hién duge muc tidu néu trén, bai khio ctu nay
s& dugc khai trién theo phuong phdp phé binh viin chuong,
két hop céch doc Kinh Thanh theo huéng thiéng liéng. T4c
gia bai viét xin dugc phép ding ban dich Kinh Thanh ctia
Nhém Cdc Gid Kinh Phung Vu 1am ban qui chiéu, nhung
xin dugc thay d6i ddi chd, vi ly do chi gidi, d€ ban dich
dugc sdt hon véi ban gdc tiéng Do-thai.

Mot cdch cu thé hon, ndi dung bai khio ctiu s& dudgc
trinh bay qua viéc khai trién 6 diém chinh. Con trong Phan
Két Luan, tdc gid bai viét s& tim cdch trinh bay nhiing diém
than hoc, thiéng liéng va muc vy, c6 thé gidp 4p dung y
nghia ctia ban viin Kinh Thénh ndy vao cudc song hom nay.



Long xdt thuong: Thién Chiia trao ban, con nguoi ding tién I5

KHAI TRIEN NOI DUNG

1. Hannah la nguoi phu nit dugc chong thuong mén
(1Sm 1,5), mdc dit ba khong cé con, vi “Pitc Chiia da
lam cho ba khong sinh sdn dwoc” (1Sm 1,5.6). Chong
ba t6 long yéu mén ba: a. Ong chia cho ba mot phan
ngon (1Sm 1,5); b. Ong dimg 10i 1 an i nhdm lam
voi di ndi buon tii ciia ba (1Sm 1,8).

Ba Hannah 12 mot phu nii son sé. Nhung hién nhién,
Hannah khong phai la ngudi phu ni duy nhat trong Kinh
Thanh dugc ké 13 hiém muodn. Trudc Hannah, di c6 it nhat
ba ngudi phu nti cling § vao tinh trang tuong tu, d6 1a cc ba:
Sarah vg cia 6ng Abraham, Rebekah vg cua 6ng Isaac, va
Rachel vg ctia ong Jacob. Vo thdi Tan Uéc, Kinh Thanh
con néi dén tinh trang son sé cia ba Elizabeth, vo clia 6ng
Zachariah, hai ngudi von sau d6 sé& la song than ctia 6ng
Gioan Tay Gia.

C6 mdt diém chung gilta nhiing ngudi phu nit son sé
nay: Tat cd ho déu nghiém dugc tinh thuong cta Thién
Chua, khi Ngudi ban cho ho nhiing ngudi con, von sé tré
thanh céc vi to phu (Isaac, Jacob), mdt vi c6 vai trd hét siic
quan trong (Joseph),2 hay mot vi ngdn st vi dai (Gioan T4y

2 Francesca Aran Murphy, I Samuel, 4, c6 cing nhan dinh, khi viét: “Literary
critics of the Hebrew Bible have taught us to see the barren woman’s
request for fertility as a ‘type scene’, a model tory that is repeated across
scripture, so that when we meet a barren woman, we can expect that pretty
soon she will be mother to a hero-child (Alter 1981:51).”
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Gi4) trong Dan Chia. Nhu thé, cu chuyén ctia Hannah, di
md dau biang mdt thuc trang c6 vé bi dat d6i v6i nhan vat
nii nay, nhung k¥ thuc, dang din ddc gia dén mot chan troi
hi vong mdi, noi d6 ching ta ngong long ché xem Thién
Chiia s& bay t6 1ong x6t thuong ctia Ngudi nhu thé ndo ddi
v6i Hannah va gia dinh ba. Pdc gia ching ta cling ¢6 quyén
trong chd su kién nay: Long x6t thuong ctia Thién Chia s€
khong chi mang lai niém vui cho nhiing ngudi trong cudc,
ma con cho ca Dan Chia ntia.

Khic véi quan diém khoa hoc ngiy nay, von cho ring
ngudi nd roi vao tinh trang vo sinh “nguyén phat”, 1a do
phan trdch nhiém hoiic clia ngudi chong hodc clia ngudi
vg, hodc cuia ca hai nguoi,® cAu chuyén Thanh Kinh ma

* Ngay nay, ngudi ta con néu 1&n cdc nguyén nhan “th phat” cho tinh trang
v sinh. Theo bai viét “Bdo dong tinh trang vo sinh gia ting”, ding vao
ngay 6 thang 10, ndm 2015 trén bdo dién tG Lao Dong Thu Do, tai trang
web http://laodongthudo.vn/bao-dong-tinh-trang-vo-sinh-gia-tang-27012.
html, thi ¢6 ba nhém nguyén nhén thi phat chinh yéu sau diy. Vé phia
nguoi nit, cdc nguyén nhan thd phat c6 thé 1a: “viém nhiém duong sinh
duc min tinh c6 thé giy dinh, tic voi tit cung, ton thuong budng tring
lam giam chat lugng nodn va kha niing di chuyén ctia phoi. Tinh trang nao
hiit thai qud dé dang, nhiéu 1an, dugc tién hanh & cdc phong kham khong
da diéu kién, 1am t6n thucng niém mac cla ti cung; niém mac trd nén
kém tdi tao, mong, tham chi c6 thé gy dinh budng tit cung ...”. Vé phia
nguoi nam, nguyén nhan c6 thé 1a: “viém tic 6ng dan tinh, viém tinh hoan,
mao tinh hoan...”. Ngodi ra, con cé nhitng nguyén nhan phdt xudt tir méi
trieong song hién nay: “thudng xuyén chiu 4p luc trong cong viéc, dung
nap mot lugng dang ké c4c héa chat, thudc bao vé thic vat, kich thich ting
truéng trong thuc phim lam dnh huéng kh4 nghiém trong t6i chat lugng
clia nodn va tinh triing 12 hai thanh phin quan trong ddi véi viéc thu thai”.



Long xdt thuong: Thién Chiia trao ban, con nguoi ding tién 17

chiing ta dang ban dén lai phit xuit tif géc nhin ddc tin
clia nhiing ngudi trong cudc: ngudi nit khong thé cé con,
vi Thién Chia khong ban cho ho, hay néi theo ngdn ngii
Thénh Kinh, vi 717 q30 mn “bidc Chda da dong ctia
long ba” (x. 1Sm 1,5.6).* Ngudc lai, cling theo 161 nhin diic
tin ndy, néu Thién Chda “mé clia long ho™, thi ngudi phu
nit s€ mang thai va sinh con. Kinh Thanh cho biét khi ba
Leah, vg ctia 6ng Jacob, dugc Thién Chia “md ctia long”,
thi ba d sinh dén 7 ngudi con (6 trai, 1 gdi) cho dng (x. St
29,31; 30,21°; 35,23°). Tuong tu nhu vay, ba Rachel ciing
nhd dugc Thién Chida “md ctia long” nén ba da sinh ha cho
Jacob hai ngudi con 1a Joseph (x. St 30,22-24), va sau do,
la Benjamin (x. St 35,16-20).

Tré lai cau chuyén ctia Hannah, du chiu canh son sé,
ARAT YA M 307 “vi Dic Chda da [sam] déng clia
long ba” (1Sm 1,6), nhung khong vi thé, ba phai chiu canh
hét hii tif phia ngudi phoi ngiu ctia minh. Trdi lai, cAu
chuyén cho chiing ta biét Hannah van dudc dng Elkanah -
chdng ba - thuong mén, dén dd 6ng con thuong yéu ba hon

* Trudc d6, Pic Chia da tling “déng ctia 1ong” [moi phy nt trong] nha ctia vua
Abimelech, khién ho khong thé sinh con. Nhd 16 cAu khén ctia Abraham véi
bric Chua, nén vg vua va céc ni ty méi ¢6 con (x. St 20,17-18).

> Ngudi con gai ma ba Leah sinh ra cho 6ng Jacob 1a ¢6 Dinah.

% Sdu ngudi con trai do ba Leah sinh ra cho 6ng Jacob la: Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, Judah, Issachar, va Zebulun.
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ngudi vo thi tén 12 Penninah,” von la ngudi di sinh ra cho
ong nhiéu ngudi con, ca trai 1an g4i.

Va cd sy thudng, khi thuong mén ai, ngudi ta thudng
hay biéu 16 tinh cam 4y bing nhiing hanh dong cu thé.
Sach Sdng Th& cho ching ta hay: 6ng Jacob yéu thuong
Giuse hon nhtng ngudi con khac, nén 6ng da may cho céu
mot chiéc 4o chiing dai tay [hay sdic sd] (x. St 37,3).% Cau
chuyén ¢ day ciling cho phép ching ta hinh dung ra nhiing
cli chi 4n cin, nhiing 4nh mit triu mén, nhiing 15i n6i ém
4i ma Elkanah thudng biéu 16 ddi véi ngudi vo son sé clia
minh 1a ba Hannah, von dugc 6ng thuong mén hon ngudi
vg thii Penninah va nhting ddia con do ba nay sinh ra cho
ong. Tuy nhién, § day ban van Kinh Thanh chi liét ké ra
hai hanh vi gitip minh hoa cu thé su quan tAm uu 4i ma ong
Elkanah danh cho Hannah.

Trudc hét, Kinh Thanh ghi lai su kién: Khi dang hi 1
cho bic Chuia cic dao binh tai Shiloh, 6ng Elkanah chia
cho Hannah mot phan ngon hon [hay gdp @si]° [thit hién

Bruce C. Birch, “Samuel”, 974, nhan xét: “Monogamy was not yet

established as the only acceptable practice, and many biblical figures had

multiple wives (e.g., Abraham, Jacob, David)”.

$ Cum til D'DD NN trong tiéng Do-thdi khong thuc su rd nghia. Nhiéu ban
dich hién nay va nhiéu nha chi gii thudng hi€u theo mot trong hai nghia
néu trén day.

 Cum tii D"oR NNR trong tiéng Do-thdi khong thuc sy & nghia. Nhiéu ban

dich hién nay va nhiéu nha chi gidi thudng hiéu theo mot trong hai nghia

néu trén day.
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t€] phan danh cho ngudi vo thi va c4c con ba (x. 1Sm 1,5).
Cuu Udc cho ching ta hay, khi dang hi 1€ ky an, phan dugc
héa t& cho Thién Chiia gdm “l6p md boc ngoai bo 1ong, tt
ca I6p md 6 trén bd long, hai trdi cat va I6p md boc ngoai,
gan lung, va khoi md trén gan” (Lv 3,3-4), phan thit con lai
clia con vat dudc sét t€ s& dudc chia cho vi tu t& va gia dinh
clia ngudi dang 1&. Vi tu t&€ nhan dugc cai dc va dui phai
(x. Lv 7,28-34). Phan thit con lai thudc vé gia dinh ngudi
dang 1&. V6i phan thit nay, ngudi dang 1€ s& lién hoan véi
gia dinh minh, véi t6i nam té nti, va ca cac th?ly Leé-vi (x.
bnl 12,7.12.19). Cau chuyén cho phép chiing ta hinh dung:
chinh trong bau khi hoan hi nay, ma 6ng Elkanah chia cho
ba Hannah phan thit ngon hon, hay phan thit gip doi, so
vGi cdc thanh vién khic trong gia dinh minh. Long uu ai
ong danh cho ba Hannah c6 1& khong nhim muc dich nao
khéc hon, 12 Iam cho ba vai di ndi vu phién khong con.

K& dén, Elkanah con dung nhiing 15i 1& diu ngot, ém 4,
dé an 0i Hannah. C)ng no1 v46i ba: “Hannah, sao em khoc?
Sao em khong chiu #n? Sao long em rau ri vay? Déi véi
em, anh lai khong hon mudi dida con trai sao?” (1Sm 1,8).
Chiing ta nhan thdy 15i an i ctia Elkanah c6 dén bén cau
hdi, trong d6 c¢6 dén ba Ian dung trang tii nghi van nnY “vi
1& gi, tai sao”. Thong thudng, néu c6 xuat hién, thi trang tu
nghi van “tai sao” thudng dudc bit gip chi mot 1an trong
mot cAu ma thdi. Hiém khi ngudi doc bit gip hai trang tii
nay trong cling mdt cau. LAy vi du: Thién Chia chat van
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Cain, khi ctia 1€ 6ng nay ding 1én Thién Chia khong dudgc
Ngudi dodi nhan: “Tai sao ngudi gian du? Tai sao ngudi sa
sam nét mit?” (St 4,6); hoidc thanh vinh gia, trong liic uu
phién, da thua cing Thién Chda: “Sao Chia lai bé con? Sao
con phai lang thang tiéu tuy, bi quan thu 4p biic mai khong
th6i?” (Tv 42,10). Thé ma trong cau noi cua 6ng Elkanah,
mdt cau c6 dén 3 trang tif nghi van “tai sao”. Py c6 1€ 1a
trudng hop doc nhat vo nhi trong toan bd Kinh Thanh. Sy
xuét hién nhiéu khéc thudng nay clia trang tii “tai sao” c6 1&
nhim dién ta su quan tAm rat dic biét ctia 6ng Elkanah d6i
véi hoan canh hién tai ciia vg minh 1a ba Hannah.!°

Cl su thudng, cdc nhan vat trong Kinh Thanh, khi budn
ba trong long, ho thudng thé hién ra bén ngoai qua cic
hanh vi nhu khéc, khdng chiu &n, hay qua nét mit budn
tham. Chuyén vé vua Davit k€ lai ring, khi Piic Chiia khién
cho dta tré (sinh ra do tinh trang gian dam cua vua véi ba
Bathsheba) bi bénh niing, vua lién dn chay nhiém nhiit, khi

10 David Toshio Tsumura, Samuel, 115, chia sé¢ cing mdt nhin dinh, khi

viét: “The form of the question, the four-fold question with three ‘why’
conveys Elkanah’s concern for his beloved life”.
Eugene H. Peterson, Samuel, 17, dudng nhu con di xa hon ntia, khi viét:
“Elkanabh tries to help, tries to alleviate her sorrow. By asking four rhetorical
questions (1 Sam. 1:8), he attempts to shift her attention from what she does
not have, a child, to what she does have, namely, a loving husband. Going
against the grain of all the cultural assumptions of that patriarchal society,
Elkanah valued Hannah simply for who she was, her intrinsic personhood,
and not for what she could produce. Against the stream of the age, which
viewed woman as instrument, Elkanah cried out to Hannah, ‘With or without
sons, you are precious to me simply for who you are!”.
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vé nha ngi dém thi nim duéi dét, ching chiu trbi diy va
chéng chiu #n chiit gi (x. 2Sm 12,15b-17). Vua #n chay va
khéc 16¢ vi mong difa tré dugce song; va vua chi cham diit
viéc nay, sau khi dia tré da chét (x. 2Sm 12,20-23).

Cuu Udc ciing ghi lai phan ting budn rau va buc boi
clia vua Ahab, khi vé nha, vua “ndm trén giudng, quay mit
di, va khong chiu #n udng gi”, vi trudc d6 dong Naboth da
dut khodt néi véi vua “toi s€ khong nhuong lai gia san cta
to tién tdi cho vua”, vao lic vua dang nhdom ngé vudn nho
clia dng. Chuyén ké tiép hoang hau Jezebel, ké didu ngoa
13m muu nhiéu k&, thita biét phan ting tu nhién ndy ctia tim
ly con ngudi, nén ba da khuyén vua “Mdi vua didy ma dn
cho long phan khéi 1én. Thiép sé ting vua vudn nho clia
Naboth ngudi Jezreel” (x. 1V 21,1-7, d@b. cc4.5.7).

Tan Udc sau nay ciing ghi lai tAm trang dau buon clia
ba Maria Magdalena khi viéng mo Chda: “ba ding & bén
ngoai, gan bén mo, ma khéc. Ba viia khéc, viia cidi xudng
nhin vao trong md [...]”. Than st hoi ba “Nay ba, sao ba
kh6c?”, thi ba thua: “Ngudi ta da 14y mat Chia toi r6i, va
t6i khong biét ho dé Ngudi 6 dau!” (Ga 20,11-13).

Chiing ta thdy mdi ngudi mdi tAm su riéng. C6 nhiing
ndi budn chinh dang (nhu trong trudng hop ctia vua Pavit,
ba Maria Magdalena), nhung ciing c¢6 ndi uu phién phat
xuét tif long ham mu6n bat chinh ma chua dat dudc (nhu
trudng hgp cua vua Ahab). Tuong tu nhu vy, qua nhiing



22 Hop tuyén than hoc - S6 50

cau hoi ctia 6ng Elkanah, ddc gia ching ta cam nhan dugc
ndi budn chinh ddng ctia ba Hannah, khi ba da 1ap gia dinh
nhiéu ndm, ma van chua cé con.

Elkanah thtia hiéu, chi vi khong c6 dida con, nén Hannah
d3 budn phién nhu vay, cho nén véi cau hdi cudi cling
MIR RO D33 A7wpn 75 20 “doi véi em, anh lai khong
t6t hon mudi dda con trai sao?”, Elkanah dudng nhu mudn
n6i v6i Hannah: 6ng chip nhan viéc Hannah khong c6 con;
ong khong nhiing khong trach ci ba vé diéu nay, ma ong
cOon mudn la ngudi mang lai niém vui cho ba."! Khi vi minh
hon mudi dda con trai ddi véi Hannah, 6ng Elkanah dudng
nhu mudn nhin gii mot diéu quan trong: dng yéu qui ba
Hannah biét bao, di1 ba ¢6 thé nao di nita. Ong dudng nhu
muoén déng vai tro yéu thuong d6i véi Hannah, tuong tu
nhu nhiing gi t6t dep nang Ruth truéc d6 da lam cho me
chong minh 12 ba Naomi: hiu thido v6i me chong, nhat
dinh khong rdi xa me chong dii trong nhung Iic khé khin
nhat, hét muc yéu qui me chdng, trd nén qui gid hon bay
dta con trai ddi véi me chong (x. R 1,16-17; 4,15). C6 mdt
ngudi chdng biét cdm thuong va hiéu rd hoan cinh cla
minh nhu vy, thi thti hoi, dudi cdi nhin ctia 6ng Elkanah,

' Eugene H. Peterson, Samuel, 16, ciing nhin manh d&n diém nay, khi binh
gidi vé viéc dng chia cho ba Hannah gip doi so thit hién t&: “Elkanah’s
basic generousity is heightened. Instead of blaming or shunning Hannah
because she did not bear him children, he went out of his way to compensate
for her loss, doubling her gifts from the altar”.
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cudc song clia Hannah lai ching c¢6 ¥ nghia hon 1a ¢6 mudi
ngudi con trai sao? '

Elkanah hién nhién mu6n Hannah séng vui tuoi, dén
nhén tinh trang ctia minh véi thai d¢ binh an. Ong mudn
Hannah lau nhiing giot nuéc mét vi s6 phan xem ra “hdm
hiu” cia minh d& vui séng, vi ba con c¢6 mdt ngudi chdng
hét muc yéu thuong va cdm thdng véi minh."”* Nhung du
Elkanah c6 c6 cong an ui Hannah thé nao di nifa, thi ndi
budn van con d6 noi ba. Chi c6 mot diéu lam con tim
Hannah c6 thé vui trd lai, @6 chinh 1a viéc ba c6 mot dida
con. Ma diéu nay lai vuot qud kha niing ctia hai 6ng ba.'"*

Cyu Udc cho ching ta biét truc d6, cling vi ghen véi
ba Leah, ba Rachel, khi thAy minh khong thé sinh con, di

2 Bruce C. Birch, “Samuel”, 975, du sao vin nhin xét: “Elkanah may mean

well, but he places himself, and not the plight of Hannah, in the central
focus. He significantly does not tell Hannah that she is worth more to him
than ten sons”.
David Jobling, I Samuel, 131, cling chia sé cing mdt suy nghi nhu Bruce
C. Birch: “It [the text] also tells of Elkanah’s effort to comfort Hannah
with the words of v.8, ‘Am I not more to you than ten sons?’ The effort is
not an impressive one. If you wish to assure someone of your love, the line
‘Are you not more to me than ...?" seems much more promising than ‘Am
I not more to you ...?"!”

13 David Jobling, I Samuel, 132, 1ai c6 c4i nhin kh4 tiéu cuc vé dng Elkanah,
khi cho r?mg: “He [Elkanah] has no need of children from Hannah, and
perhaps fears that she would cease to be attractive if she were worn out by
childbearing”.

4 David Toshio Tsumura, Samuel, 115, nhan xét: “However, despite his love,
he [Elkanah] cannnot give her children, and so all depends on Hannah’s
actions and God’s response”.
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tiing néi véi Jacob: “Cho tdi ¢6 con di, khong thi tdi chét
mat!” Chuyén nay khién Jacob “bé tay”, 6ng ndi néng vdi
ba Rachel, 6ng néi: “Tdi dau c6 thay quyén Thién Chia
12 Pang da khong cho ba hoa trdi long [ba]!” (x. St 30,1-
2). Ong Elkanah hén 13 § trong hoan canh tudng ty nhu
t0 phu Jacob xua kia. Gia nhu ba Hannah doi c6 con vdi
ong, thi chic dng ciing phai hoc nim long cau tra 1i cia
t6 phu Jacob.

2. Vison sé, ba Hannah bi choc tiic, bi ha nhuc bdi nguoi
vo thi ciia chong minh. Hannah phdi gdnh chiu cdnh
st nhuc nhu vdy trong nhiéu ndm troi (1Sm 1,7), noi
dau moi liic mor ting, nhu gai nhon moi liic moi gdm
sau trong da thit, khong sao ldy ra duoc.

Tinh thuong uvu a1 danh cho mot ai d6 trong gia dinh,
néu ngudi lam chi gia dinh dién ta ra bén ngoai mot cich
thi€u kin ddo va t&€ nhi, s& khién c4c thanh vién khic dé
sinh 1dong d6 ky, ghen tuong. Tiéc thay, ddy lai 1a viéc da
xdy ra trong gia dinh t6 phu Jacob. Chiéc 4o chung dai tay
hay sdc s6 ma 6ng Jacob danh cho Joseph 1a duyén c6 céc
anh ctia Joseph vin vao dé “sinh long ghét cau va khong
thé néi ning th t€ v6i cau” (St 37,4). Tuong tu nhu vay,
phan thic in nhiéu hon hay ngon hon ma Elkanah danh
cho Hannah dudng nhu 12 mot trong cdc duyén cd khién
ngudi vo thi Penninah té 1ong dd ky va ghen ghét véi ba
Hannah.
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Thita biét ba Hannah khong thé c6 con, ma lai dudc
chdng thuong mén hon minh, nén ba me nhiéu con nay to
ra tdc toi, tim cdch ha nhuc ba Hannah trong nhiéu nim
lién (x. 1Sm 1,6-7). Hién nhién, mot ngudi c6 1ong nhan
4i va bao dung, c6 tAm 1ong cao thugng, s& khong hanh xii
chéng dep chiit nao nhu ba v thit Penninah. Nhung & doi
1a thé, cdnh chong chung may khi tao dudc khung cinh
“trong Am ngoai ém” giiia c4c ba vg."

Ba Penninah da ha nhuc ba Hannah bing cdch nao thi
doan Kinh Thanh nay khong néi ro. Chi biét ring ba nay
vin vao thuc trang M7* 93072 NAN7 TY2 “vi Thién Chida da
déng sam ctia 1ong ba [Hannah]” dé tim c4ch khiéu khich
va ha nhuc ba Hannah, it 13 bing nhiing 15i day nghién.
Diing 13, doan trudng ai méi qua cau mdi hay. Song véi
mot ngudi i chi chi€t nhu vay that 12 mdt cuc hinh. Sach
Cham Ngon c¢6 néi: “Tha song noi diu hiu c¢6 quanh, con
hon bén ngudi vo hay gay g6 ndi xung” (Cn 21,19). Khong
biét ddy c6 phai 1a thuc trang dau buén ma 6ng Elkanah
phai ganh chiu vi chuyén 0ng t6 ra thién vi véi ba Hannah,
nhung chic mot diéu 14 ba Hannah khé thoét khéi canh khé

5 David Toshio Tsumura, Samuel, 114, ¢6 cung nhin xét: “The plural
marriage thus created severe tensions in this family as it did in Abraham’s
(Gen. 16:4-5); [...]. Because Hannah was childless, Penninah tormented
Hannah, as Hagar despised the childless Sarah after Ishmael was born
(Gen. 16:4-6); later, it was Sarah who afflicted Hagar, with the approval
of her husband”.
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chiu nay, bdi hon ai hét, ba Hannah la d6i tuong chinh bi
ba nay cong kich.

Phai sdng chung véi ngudi hay ghen in tiic & nhu vy,
ching dé chiu chit ndo, néu khong mudn néi 1a mot cuc
hinh. Va ba Hannah da phai song trong canh kho tim bi
ha nhyc sudt ngan 4y nim trdi. SOng trong canh nhu vay,
khong budn phién, khong G rii méi la chuyén la, vi nhu
sach Giang Vién da viét: “Phién mudn thi t6t hon vui
cudi, vi bd mit rau ri gitip 1ong ngudi dugc céi thién” (Gv
7,3). Qua la rat ding vdi hoan canh cta ba Hannah vao
lic nay.

3. Ba khéc va khéng chiu cin [mdi lan lén Nha Biic Chiia
tai Shiloh] (1Sm 1,7). Liic tdm hon ba cay ddng, ba
cau nguyén véi Diic Chiia va khéc nite né (1Sm 1,10).
Ba khdn xin cung Diic Chiia (1Sm 1,11). Khi bi tu té
Eli chdt van, ba néi lén tam sy cia minh: “Toi chi
la mot nguoi dan ba tam than dau kho” (1Sm 1,11);
“chi vi qud lo au phién mudn ma toi da néi cho dén
bay gio” (1Sm 1,16).

Khéc, khong chiu dn, vé rau ri 12 nhiing 161 dién ta ra
bén ngoai clia mot tim hon dau kho. Hién nhién, mot sd
ngudi theo thuyét luan hdi mot cach may méc c6 thé qui
két su hiém mudn cta ba vao lic nay 1a do kiép trudc ba
dd 4n & that ddc. Nhung ngay ca khi ngudi ta khong theo
thuyét nay, ngudi ta vin c6 thé doan gia dodn non theo
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16i nhAn qua nhu vay: ba Hannah nay chic dang #n & sao
d6, hay nhiing ngudi than ctia ba di to ra bat kinh trudc
Thién Chda, khi€n ba bi Thién Chda bo roi, bi Thién Chia
danh phat, nhu Ngudi da tung “danh phat” nhting ngudi
phu nii quanh vua Abimelech vi chuyén ba Sarah, vg dng
Abraham (x. St 20,17-18).

L&i giai thich nhan qua ¢ thé mang lai 10i gidi d4p dé
dang cho mot s& ngudi, khi dodn xét vé hoan cénh clia ba,
nhung ciu chuyén ma ching ta dang phan tich khong c6
cung mdt cdch nhin nhu vay. Cau chuyén khong tim giai
thich nguyén nhan tai sao ba lai son sé, nhung chi trinh
bay su kién hiém mudn cta ba cung vdi cic hé qua keém
theo. Hé qua d6 1a ba Hannah dang rat dau budn vi canh
son sé clia minh, va 4t hin ba ciing mong dudc cit di ndi
budn thi nay.

Ba Hannah khéc, nhung c6 1& ching phéi vi nhiing
161 cham choc cua ba Penninah kia.'® Ba xem chiing ciing
ching khéc dé tim su an Gi ctia ngudi chdng. Ba khéc méi
1an 1én Nha Dic Chua tai Shiloh,"” vi ba muén gidi bay

16 Bruce C. Birch, “Samuel”, 975, hi€u theo nghia khac: “This situation was
made worse by the taunting of Penninah, whose provocation and irritation
of Hannah, year after year, reduced her to tears and refusal to eat (vv.
6-7)".

17 Bruce C. Birch, “Samuel”, 974: “Shiloh, at this time, was a major sanctuary
of the Israelite tribes and was the resting place for the ‘ark of God’ (3:3)”.
Francesca Aran Murphy, [/ Samuel, 7-8, viét thém: “The Elkanahs are
going up to Shiloh ‘to sacrifice’ (1:3): Israel’s main sanctuary had shifted
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tam hon dau budn cuing Pic Chda,'® vi néi cho cling, chi
minh Pic Chia méi c6 thé lau sach nhiing giot nudc mit
budn thi ndi ba. Chi c6 Ngudi méi thuc su mang lai niém
hanh phiic 16n lao cho ba, vi chi c6 Ngudi méi c¢6 thé ban
cho ba mdt mun con. Ong Elkanah, dii ¢6 hét muc yéu
thuong ba, ciing ching thé cho ba mot dda con, nhu 1ong
ba mong udc.

Tam hdn cay ding, nhung ndi ba Hannah, chiing ta
khong thdy ba budng 15i cay ding, nhu thé dang trich
cti Thién Chda, nhu trudng hgp cua ba Naomi trong sach
Ruth." Ba Hannah lai cang khong budng 15i nguyén riia
cudc ddi, nhu truong hgp cia 6ng Giép.>® C6 1€ vi ba chua

from Shechem to Bethel and thence to Shiloh as a result of the internecine
tribal warfare described in Judges (Boling 1975: 184)”.

'8 David Jobling, I Samuel, 132, nhan xét vé phan ting ctia ba Hannah: “She
makes no reply to her rival’s [Penninah’s] taunts or to her husband’s
reassurance. But to YHWH, at the shrine of Shiloh, she pours out her
heart”.

19 Trd vé dat Israel véi canh mat chdng, mat con, va véi ddi ban tay tring, sau
bao nidm lanh qua s6ng tai dat Moab, ba Naomi khong mudn cdc phy nit
tai Bethlehem goi minh 13 “Naomi” (ngot ngao) niia, nhung goi la “Mara”
(cay ding). Ba néi: “Pling goi toi 12 Naomi nita, hiy goi toi 1a Mara, vi
Dang Toan Ning di bit toi phai chiu qud nhiéu cay ding. Toi ra di, ctia
cdi du ddy, Ptc Chda dem toi vé v6i hai ban tay tring! Goi to6i Naomi lam
gi, trong khi Dic Chia da 1am cho t6i tii nhuc, Pang Toan Ning da dé toi
dau kh6?” (R 1,20-21).

20 <[...] Sao toi khong chét di Iic vita méi chao ddi, khong tit thd ngay khi
lot Iong me? Sao lai ¢6 hai dau gdi d6 13y t6i, c6 ddi vi cho toi bi mém?
... Qua that, banh t6i dn chinh 12 tiéng ndic nd, tiéng tdi gao thét tya nudc 1
ngap tran. Nhiing gi 1am t6i kinh hoang s¢ hai nay da x4y dén roi. Nhiing
gi khién toi rung rdi khiép s¢ nay ap xudng trén toi. Toi ching dugc thu
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]Am vao hoan canh dau khd cung cuc, c6 mot khong hai
trén doi, nhu cta dng Gidp; hay c6 1& canh song khong
con va bi ha nhuc ctia ba ciing chua thé niing né bing viéc
mat chdng, mat con, va tinh trang tring tay ctia ba Naomi.
Nhung khong vi thé€, ma chiing ta lai ddnh gid khong cao
phan ting hoa diu cua ba. Trai lai, ching ta phai cong nhan
ring, noi ba ching ta bit gip hinh anh mot ngudi c6 dic
tin, dii gfip nhiéu tht thach trong ddi song gia dinh, du ba
c6 cam nhin ndi cay déng trong 1ong, nhung ba khong that
vong, lai cang khong d€ minh roi vao tuyét vong.

Ba cau nguyén vdi Dic Chia, dit niém tin vao Nguoi.
Ba khéc 16¢ nic nd, trai ndi long truée nhan Thién Chiia,
vi ba tin ring chi mot minh Ngudi c6 thé xéa tan ndi dau
budn va mang lai niém vui cho ba. Lam nhu vy, ba dugc
k€ vao s6 nhiing ngudi biét tin tudng kéu cau Piic Chiia
khi gip canh thi thich gian nan. That vay, Kinh Thénh ké
ring vua Hezekiah, mot vi vua dugc ké 1 cong chinh thudc
dong d&i vua Pavit, khi hay tin minh sip phai chét, di cau
xin Dic Chda, xin Ngudi nhé dén vua, rdi vua khéc, khéc
that to. Diic Chua, qua 16i ngdn su Isaiah, cho bi&t Ngudi
d3 nghe 18i vua cau nguyén, di thiy nuéc mit cia vua, va
Ngudi hda chita 1anh vua, cho vua séng thém mudi Iim
nam ntia (x. 2V 20,1-11, db. cc2-6). Thu gui tin hitu Hip-
ri cling da khédi quat héa Cudc Tt Nan va Phuc Sinh ctia

thai yén han, t6i hét dudng nghi ngoi, vi trdm diéu phién mudn” (G 3,1-26,
db. cc11-12.24-26).
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Chtia Gié-su bing nhiing 15i nhu sau: “Khi con sdng ki€p
pham nhan, Dic Gié-su di 16n tiéng kéu van khéc 16c ma
dang 10i khdn nguyén nai xin 1én Pang c6 quyén ning ciu
Ngudi khoi chét. Ngudsi dd dudc nhim 15i, vi c6 1ong ton
kinh” (Hr 5.7).

Khi trai 1ong ra vé6i Pdc Chda, ba Hannah nhu mudn
song tron niém tin ring Pic Chia sé dodi thuong nham
161 ba, néu diéu nay dep y Ngudi. Ba Hannah khong phai
khong c6 1y do tin vao diéu nay. That thé, Thdnh Vinh 91
@ dién t4 161 hifa ctia Thién Chia cho nhiing ai tin tuéng va
gin b6 véi Ngudi: “Chia phan: K& gin bé cing Ta sé dugc
on gidi thodt, ngudi nhan biét danh Ta s& dugc stic phil tri.
Khi kéu dén Ta, Ta lién ddp lai, lic ngit ngheo c6 Ta & ké
bén. Ta giai ctiu va ban nhiéu vinh du, cho sdng lau, tudi
tho du ddy, va huéng on ctiu dd Ta ban” (Tv 91,14-16). Ba
Hannah c6 1y do tin ring, néu ba gin b6 cting Thién Chua,
néu ba tin tudng vao quyén ning ctia Ngudi, néu ba biét
kéu xin Nguoi, néu diéu d6 dep long Ngudi va hitu ich cho
ba ciing nhu cho moi ngudi, thi Thién Chua s€ nham 1ai,
ba s& dugc don nhan 4n sting phat xut tli 1ong x4t thuong
ctia Nguoi.

Ba Hannah d3 khin xin cung Pic Chia: “Lay Diic
Chiia c4c dao binh, néu Ngai dodi nhin d&n ndi kho cuc cia
nii ti Ngai day, va [néu] Ngai nhé dén con va khdng quén
nit ti Ngai, va [néu] Ngai ban cho nit ti Ngai mot mun con
trai, thi con sé dang no cho Diic Chiia moi ngay doi no, va
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dao cao s& khong dung t6i dau né” (1Sm 1,11). Loi khin
xin cia Hannah nhéc nhé dén cau chuyén cta t6 phu Jacob,
ngudi ciing tiing khan hifa véi Chia tai Bethel, trén dudng
dén Paddan-aram d€ tim ngudi nén mdi luong duyén. Tai
d6, Jacob khén véi Chiia: “Néu Thién Chia & véi tdi va giil
gin tdi trong chuyén di t6i dang thuc hién, néu Ngudi ban
cho t6i banh #n 40 mic, néu tdi dudc trd vé nha cha tdi binh
an, thi Didc Chda sé€ 1a Thién Chia cua t6i, hon d4 nay 1a
hon d4 t6i da dyng [€n 1am try s€ 1a nha cua Dic Chia, va
lay Chua, moi s Ngai ban cho con, con sé ddang cho Ngai
mot phan muoi” (St 28,20-22).

Loi khan xin cia ba Hannah, xét vé hinh thic, rat gan
v6i 161 khan ctia Jacob, vi 151 18 rat tha thiét, véi mot cau
diéu kién gdm ba phan, kém theo mot 10i hita (Jacob c6
dén ba 15i hia). Trong 16i khan ctia minh, Hannah da dung
dén bon dong tif 4p dung cho Diic Chia: “dodn nhin”, “nhé
dén”, “khdng quén”, “ban cho”. Ba dong tif dau lién hé dén
ndi kho ctia ba,?' hay chinh ban than ba, von dudc xung ho
mot cdch khiém t6n 12 “nit i ctia Diic Chia;? con dong

2! Francesca Aran Murphy, I Samuel, 3, giai thich vé luan diém dugc hau hét
cdc nha chi gidi dong y: “The book begins with a childless woman in a
tribal society, in which contempt is heaped on women who do not deliver
population growth. The first role that it addresses is motherhood”.

22 Bruce C. Birch, “Samuel”, 975, nhin xét: “She [Hannah] asks that God
‘remember’ her, and her appeal is brought as one in misery, with only the
lowly state of a servant before God. She assumes that the God of Israel
might care for those hurting and without status, an assumption beautifully
elaborated in Hannah’s song in 2:1-10”.
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tif cudi lién hé dén DWIR Y1 “hat gidng ctia ngudi nam”
(mOt mun con trai), von I trong tAm diéu ba mudn xin.
Nhung diém khéc biét ciin ban gitta 10i khan ctia Hannah va
Jacob lai hé tai 6 161 hida nay: Jacob hia moi sy Dic Chia
ban cho 6ng, 6ng s& dang lai mdt phan mudi; con Hannah
hita ring mén qua ma Dic Chiia ban cho ba, tic 13 dida con
trai, thi ba s€ dang cho Buc Chua moi ngay doi no. Ba sé
khong khu khu giit lai n6 bén minh, nhung sé tién dang n6
cho Pic Chia nhu “ctia 18 danh riéng cho Piic Chda, dé
Ngudi tly ¥ dung dén.?

Ba Hannah mong uéc dang 1én Pidc Chda mot cta 1€
hién thanh. B6i d6, néu Dic Chida ban cho ba mdt dida con
trai, thi dia tré d6 s& dudc nuodi day nhu mot ngudi song
16i khan nazir (khan biét hién) cho Pidc Chda, nhu sich
Dan S6 dd n6i dén: “Sudt thdi gian né [ngudi song 16i khan
nazir| chiu rang budc béi 10i khan, dao cqo khong dugc
dung dén ddu nd; bao 1au chua man thoi ky khan dic biét
dé kinh Pic Cha, thi n6 sé 1a ngudi dugc thanh hién: né
phdi dé cho téc trén dau moc ty nhién” (Ds 6,2-8, db. c5).%*

% David Toshio Tsumura, Samuel, 118, nhan xét x4c dang vé 10i hia clia ba
Hannah: “The sentence / will give him to the Lord has a ‘performative’
force; it shows not only that Hannah promises it but also that she has
already given him by faith”.

2 Bruce C. Birch, “Samuel”, 975, nhin xét va chd giai: “Such vows
of dedication [Nazirite vows] did not usually last for a lifetime, as the
regulations in Num 6:1-21 suggest. They did set aside individuals for
unusual service to God, sometimes in military service. Samson is the chief
biblical example of a Nazirite. Perhaps Hannah knew his tory because
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4. Pitc Chiia nhd dén ba (c19): Nguoi dd nhdm 10i cdu
xin cua Hannah. Diic Chiia dda cho Hannah mot nguoi
con trai.

Néu nhu cAu chuyén clia t& phu Jacob cho thay Thién
Chiia da thuc hién nhiing diéu 6ng khan xin (x. St 29-33),
thi cAu chuyén ctia Hannah ciing dudc dién ta theo cling
mot cdch nhin nhu vAy. Diic Chia d nhé dén ba, ba da thu
thai, sinh con trai, va dat tén con tré 1a Samuel, vi ba ndi:
“T6i da xin bidc Chua duge né” (x. 1Sm 1,19-20).

Viéc Pic Chiia nhé dén ba minh chiing 1ong x6t thuong
Ngudi danh cho nhiing ai biét dit niém tin vao Nguosi.> Ba
Hannah da kéu xin cung Chda, va Ngudi da dép lai, ding
nhu 16i Tv 91,14-16 di dién ta. Vé di€ém nay, ba Hannah

Samson’s unnamed mother, too, was childless when God promised her
a son and laid down the conditions of his dedication as a Nazirite (Judg
13:1-24). Samson’s dedication was also to be lifelong, although as we
know it did not turn out that way”.

David Jobling, I Samuel, 132, c6 cung hudng nhin véi Bruce C. Birch, va
binh giai thém: “Perhaps she [Hannah] has heard how Samson, the hero
and judge of Israel, was a Nazirite born to a childless woman, and hopes
her son may follow in Samson’s footsteps”.

Robert D. Bergen, I, 2 Samuel, 70, binh giai thém: “In the context of
the marital union between Elkanah and Hannah, ‘the Lord remembered’
Hannah. ‘Remembered’ is a soteriological verb when used with the Lord
as the subject and suggests the initiation of a major new activity by the
covenant-making God (cf. Gen 8:1; Exod 2:24; cf. also Gen 19:29; 30:22).
In most miracles touching human lives, the Lord chooses to achieve his
desired ends with the assistance of people. Certainly this was true in
Hannah’s case”.

2!

G
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c6 1& c6 cuing tAm tinh nhu ba Rachel trong sich Sang Thé.
Khi dugc Thién Chda nhé dén, rdi khi sinh ngudi con trai
dau long 1a Joseph, ba Rachel di cat tiéng néi: “Thién Chiia
d3 cat ndi ho nhuc cia tdi” (x. St 30,20-22).

Ba Hannah hin ciing nghiém thy Thién Chia d3 ct di
ndi kho sd clia ba, ddy 1a diéu dang vui miing. Nhung trong
ngodn tli clia ba, diéu ddng vui miing hon, chinh 1a “Téi da
xin Dic Chda dudc né” (1Sm 1,20). Nbi khd cuc ba phai
chiu dung bao ndm nay, gid day khong con qud quan trong,
hay 4m 4nh ba nifa. Bing chiing 14 ba Hannah khong dit
tén con minh dya trén ndi cay ding ba da ganh chiu, nhung
dua trén su kién Dic Chiia da dodi thuong nhin dén ba, nhé
dén trong tAm 10i ba khan xin, Ia xin c6 dudc mdt ngudi con
trai, ma gid ddy Nguoi da thuong ban cho ba.*

5. Ba da dang Samuel cho Dic Chiia: “Dic Chiia dd
ban cho téi diéu toi da xin Nguoi. Dén luogt t6i, tbi
xin nhuong lai no cho Pitc Chiia. Moi ngay doi né,
no sé dwgc nhuong lai cho DPiic Chiia” (1Sm 1,27-
28) - ba khong tim cdch giit cho bdng dugc cdu
Samuel ¢ bén minh; ba da dang lai cho Thién Chia,
dé Nguoi tiy ¥ ding cdu thyc hién nhitng diéu tot
dep cho dan Nguoi.

% Robert D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel, 70-71, nhan xét: “The child was given a
name intended to memorialize Hannah’s bold faith and the Lord’s gracious
response”.
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Mot dang, Samuel 1a mén qua tuyét voi Thién Chia ban
cho ba Hannah va gia dinh ba. Cau la mén qua cua long x6t
thuong ma Thién Chda danh cho mot ngudi phu nii son sé,
12 ngudi du dudc ngudi chong hét muc yéu thuong, nhung
phai ganh chiu bao ndi co cuc tli sy ghen ti clia ngudi vo
thi Penninah. Nhung dang khéc, ba Hannah ciing y thic
rd ring qua ting tuyét voi nay can dudc dang lai cho Pic
Chiia @€ Ngudi tiy y diing cau thuc hién nhiing diéu tot dep
cho ca dan tdc Israel, cti khong riéng gi cho gia dinh ba.

Ngudi con nay dugc Thién Chda ban cho ba, nhung
khong phai cta riéng ba. Ba khong tim céch giit cho bing
dudc cau con trai Samuel ¢ bén minh. Ding nhu nhting
gi ba da khan hia tridc d6, nay ba mudn thuc hién nhiing
161 doan nguyén 4y, ba mudn dang lai cho Pic Chia difa
con yéu diu ctia minh. Lam nhu vy, ba Hannah da song
theo diéu Diic Chiia da phan day dan Israel qua dng Mo-
sé: “Diéu mdi miéng anh em da néi ra, anh em phai giti va
thi hanh nhu anh em da tu nguyén khan hia véi Dic Chua,
Thién Chia cua anh em, va nhu mi€ng anh em da néi ra”
(Pnl 23,24).

Da&i v6i mot ngudi me chi 6 modt ngudi con duy nhat,
thi viéc nhugng lai dda con 4y cho Pidc Chia ching dé
dang gi. Khi difa con “con nhé 1dm”? thi diéu d6 lai cang

77 Tiéng Do-thi: =1 9p3m “mic di dida nho con nho [1im]”.
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khé6 hon.?® Nhung dé thyc hién 18i khin hifa véi Dic Chia
(x. 1Sm 1,11), va @€ giii 16i hda v6i chong minh (x. 1Sm
1,22), khi cau Samuel dén tudi cai siia, tiic khoang 3 tudi
(x. 2Mcb 7,27), ba Hannah di dan con 1én Nha Pic Chda
tai Shiloh @€ dang tién con minh cho Piic Chda. Dé gifi tron
161 hida v6i Dic Chia theo Luat dinh, ba ciing di chuin bi
1€ vat gdm mdt con bd mdng dé 1am 1€ toan thiéu, cling vdi
hai thing bot va mot bau da day rugu dé Iam 1€ phidm va
rugu t&€ (x. 1Sm 1,24; dc. Ds 15,8-10).

Cau Samuel gio day da dudc dang tién cho Pic Chia
dé Ngudi dung vao viéc 1anh dao Dan Ngudi. Kinh Thanh
da viét mot cdch khdi quét nhiing diéu tot dep vé 6ng: “Con
cau bé Samuel thi cang 16n 1én va dep long ca Dic Chda
1an ngudi ta” (1Sm 2,26), hay “Samuel 16n 1é€n. Diic Chuia
§ v6i dng va Ngudi khong @& cho mot 16i nao clia Ngudi
ra vO hiéu. Toan thé Israel, tii Dan t6i Beer-sheba biét rﬁng
ong Samuel da dugc Puc Chia tin nhi€ém cho lam ngoén
st cia Ngudi ... va 16i cha dng Samuel dén véi toan thé
Israel” (1Sm 3,19-4,1).

% V& diém nay, Francesca Aran Murphy, / Samuel, 17, di nhan xét rat

xdc ddng: “Hannah’s sacrifice of her only son Samuel to the Lord is the
sacrifice of the heart”.
David Toshio Tsumura, Samuel, 118, cling chia sé cing mdt cdm nghi
nhu vay: “Usually a woman who had suffered so from hot having a child
would not give him up once he was born, but Hannah, a dedicated woman,
was willing. Compare Abraham in Genesis 22. Here Hannah promised and
gave; there Abraham was promised and was ordered to give. Both acted
on faith”.
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Ngoai vai tro lam ngodn st cho Bic Chia, nhd on Diic
Chta, Samuel con dem lai stic manh tinh than cho dan
Israel trong cong cudc danh dudi ngudi Philistines (x. 1Sm
7,7-12). Ong dugc Pic Chda trao cho vai tro 1am thdm
phan xét xu toan dan (1Sm 7,15-17); 6ng cling dong vai tro
nhu vi tu t€ ctia Piic Chida, mic du dng khong phai 14 con
chau cta thugng t€ Aharon (x. 1Sm 10,8).%

N6i t6m lai, xét vé cd pham hanh va tdm quan trong
clia 6ng d6i vdi lich st Dan Chda, Samuel c6 1& chi xép
sau ong Mo-s€. Qua Samuel, Thién Chia da giai thoat
Dan Ngudi khai tay ngudi Philistines, nhu qua dng Mo-sé,
Ngudi da tling giai thoat ho khoi canh 4p bic cua ngudi Ai-
cap. Néu nhu qua trung gian 1a dng Mo6-sé, Thién Chia da
ban Luat cho dén Israel, gidp dinh hudng doi séng ctia ho
trong tuong quan mat thiét véi Thién Chda va véi nhau, thi
theo quyét dinh t6i hau ctia Ngudi (x. 1Sm 8,22), qua viéc
ong Samuel xtc dau phong vuong, dan Israel c6 hai vi vua
dau tién la Saul va Davit, md ra cho ho mot ky nguyén méi:
thdi k¥ cdc thii 1anh chdm dut, thoi quan chd xuat hién.*

2 Bruce C. Birch, “Samuel”, 973, nhan xét: “Elkanah is introduced as
an Ephraimite from Ramathaim. A later tradition in 1 Chr 6:27,34 [MT
6:12,19] makes Elkanah a Levite, but this may be a late attempt to give
Samuel a proper priestly ancestry”.

39 David Toshio Tsumura, Samuel, 104, nhan xét: “This Samuel takes the
decisive role in the period of transition from the days of the judges to the
monarchical era, leading to the establishment of the House of David and
the beginning of the worship of Yahweh in Jerusalem”.
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6. bitc Chiia viéng tham ba Hannah, ba thu thai va sinh
duogc 3 trai 2 gdi, con cdu Samuel thi [0n lén bén canh
Diic Chiia (1Sm 2,21).

Sau khi tiép nhan cau Samuel, tu t& Eli d chic phiic
cho hai cho 6ng ba Elkanah va Hannah: “Xin Puc Chua
cho ngudi phu nii nay sinh con céi cho dng, dé thay thé dita
con da nhugng cho Biic Chuaa” (1Sm 2,20). Ldi chic phuc
clia vi tu t& gia da dugc Thién Chida nham 16i.3' M Tpa=>

man~n8 “Quad that Dic Chia da viéng thim ba Hannah”,
nhu trudc d6 Ngudi da viéng thdm ba Sarah, vg clia té phu
Abraham.

Trong Kinh Th4nh, khdi niém “Thién Chiia viéng thim”
thudng ham y hai diéu. Dai v6i nhiing ké 4c, thi cudc viéng
thim ctia Pdc Chia sé 1a don triing phat (x. Is 26,14%).
Tuong t nhu vy, d6i vdi thanh [Jerusalem] nay da phan
nghich cting Thién Chia, hay d6i véi cdc muc tif nha Israel
da lam cho dan chién cua Dic Chda tan tac, thi cudc Vié‘fng
thdm cta Ngudi cling s€ 1a cudc danh phat hay trling phat

3! David Toshio Tsumura, Samuel, 160, nhian dinh: “Eli, though he is said
to have always despised the offering made to his God (see 2:29), was
certainly used to deliver God’s blessing to the worshipper through his
spoken words”.

32 Xin xem Is 26,14 bing ti€ng gdc Do-thdi, thi méi thay dugc dong tii Tpa
“viéng thim”. Ban dich Nném CGKPV da chuyén nghia dong tli nay thanh
“trling phat”, tuong tu nhu nhiéu ban dich hién dai: “Béi thé, Chia da triing
phat [d4 viéng thim)], di tiéu diét chiing, khién chéng con ai nhé dén chiing
bao gig”.
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(x. Is 29,6; Gr 23,2%). Ngugc lai, khi Thién Chua td long
u 4i d6i véi ai, thi cudc viéng thim clia Ngudi ham y sé
dem lai su ctiu gitp, vi du: giai thoat khoi 4ch nd 1€ bén Ai-
cap (x. Xh 3,16; 4,31), khoéi canh d6i kém (x. R 1,6), khoi
cai chét va canh tan thuong (x. Lc 7,16). Theo nghia tich
cuc thd hai ndy, viéc Thién Chia “viéng thim” ba Hannah
hay ba Sarah trudc d6, ham y Thién Chda t6 tinh thuong
d6i vé6i hai ba va gia dinh ho, dem lai niém vui cho nhiing
ngudi von hi€ém muodn vé dang con céi.

Trd lai cu chuyén clia ba Sarah. Vao thdi diém Thién
Chiia “viéng thim” ba, Ngudi da thanh toan 10i Ngudi da
htia v6i Abraham va ba, 1a Ngudi s€ ban cho ho mot ngudi
con ndi doi. Ngudi con d6 chinh 1a Isaac (x. St 21,1-7).
Ciing vdy, trong cAu chuyén ma chiing ta dang tim hiéu,
Thién Chia ciing t6 tinh thuong d6i véi hai dng ba Elkanah
va Hannah, khi Ngudi ban cho hai 6ng ba sinh thém dudc
ndm ngudi con khéc, ba trai hai gdi. Nhu thé, Thién Chuia
chéng chiu thua kém su quang dai clia con ngudi: Ngudi
ban cho gia dinh ba Hannah nhiéu hon nhiing gi ba da dang
tién cho Pic Chida. Qua thuc, Thién Chda da thuc hién noi
ba Hannah diéu ma Thénh Vinh 113 néi dén: “Ngudi lam

% Xin xem Gr 23,2 bing tiéng gdc Do-thdi, thi méi thay dugc cum tit
0% TP “viéng thdm chong lai cdc nguoi”. Ban dich Nném CGKPV
da chuyén nghia cum tli nay “dé y dén ... ma triing phat cdc nguoi”: “[...]
Nay Ta sé dé y dén cac hanh vi gian 4c cia cdc ngudi ma trimg phat cdc
ngueoi [viéng thim chdng lai céc nguoi]”.
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cho dan ba son sé, thanh me ddng con, vui ctia vui nha”
(Tv 113,9).%

KET LUAN

Bai khdo ciiu nay dugc viét ra trong boi canh Gido Hoi
Cong Gido dang han hoan don mung Ndm Thanh Ngoai
Thudng vé Long X6t Thuong ctia Thién Chda. Theo do,
moi thanh phan Dan Chia déu dugc mdi goi song va lam
lan téa long x6t thuong ctia Thién Chda cho moi ngudi
xung quanh, theo nhiéu cdch khac nhau, phu hgp véi cac
hoan canh song cu thé ctia minh. LAy tinh than nay 1am kim
chi nam, tdc gia bai khao ctu c¢d ging tim hiéu siu hon vé
tinh thuong ctia Thién Chda ddi v6i nhiing con ngudi cu thé
nhu dugdc ghi lai trong 1Sm 1,1-28; 2,18-21.

3 David Jobling, I Samuel, 133, dua ra mot nhan xét la lung, khi néi vé su
kién Thién Chia ban cho Elkanah va Hannah 5 ngudi con: “When we
last hear of her [Hannah], she has become the mother of a large family, a
family that, we are led to believe, she owes to the priestly blessing of Eli.
It is not clear that either she or Elkanah wants these children”.

Trdi v6i nhén xét la lung cia David Jobling - “It is not clear that either she
or Elkanh wants these children” - Carl J. Laney, Samuel, 21, chi rd nhiing
dda con nay 1a m6i phiic lanh ctia Thién Chida cho hai 6ng ba, khi binh
gidi: “Hannah’s obedience and devotion to God resulted in great blessing.
Not only did God give her three more sons and two daughters, but she also
had the priviledge of watching her first-born, Samuel, grow before the
Lord (2:21). Pong ¥ vé6i quan diém ctia Carl J. Laney, chiing ta c6 thé néi
ring d6i v6i nhitng ngudi dao diic nhu 6ng Elkanah va ba Hannah, khé c6

A G~

thé tugng tuong ndi, ho lai chﬁng c6 théi dd “rd rang”, tic thai do ta on,

truéc ting phdm Thién Chia ban 1 5 ngudi con nay.
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Nhu da néi trong Phan Dan Nhap, du cAu chuyén dudc
khai trién trén day khong hé chiia dung nhiing tif ngii thudng
dung d€ néi vé long x6t thuong ctia Thién Chda, nhung
trong tAm ctia cAu chuyén hién nhién xoay quanh chi dé
quan trong nay. Cang tim hiéu ciu chuyén, ching ta cang
nhén dién ro hon thuc tai nay: Thién Chda 1a DPang ding
dang sau tét ca stic chuyén dong ctia ciu chuyén. Khong ai
khéc ngoai chinh Ngudi lam cho cau chuyén nay c6 hau.
That vay, néu Thién Chia khong to 1ong x6t thuong doi véi
ba Hannah, thi ba hin van 12 ngudi phu nit son sé, vin chiu
bao diéu tiéng tii su ghen tic clia ba Penninah. VA trong
trudng hop nay, du Hannah c¢6 dugc ngudi chong thuong
mén dén miic nio di nifa, thi noi tim hdn ba chic hin van
con @6 mot ndi budn cay ding, khong sao giti bo dugc. VE
phia ngudi doc, chiing ta chic hdn ciing khong tim dugc
cau chuyén nay trong Thanh Kinh.

Nhung Thién Chiia la Dang giau 1ong x6t thuong. Ngudi
d4 nham 13i cau xin cia ba Hannah. Ngudi d¢a nhé dén ba.
Ngudi da ban cho ba mot tré nam nhu long ba mong udc.
Hon thé niia, noi ngudi con nay, theo sui quan phong ky
diéu ctia Ngudi, Thién Chida dang chuin bi cho Dan Ngusi
mot vi 1anh dao tai ndng va dic dd, mdt ngudi sé lanh dao
dan Israel chién thing quan thii, va gidp thiét 1ap thé ché
chinh tri méi trong dan.

Doc ciu chuyén ndy trong bdi cdnh miing Ndm Thénh
Long X6t Thuong, thiét tudng ching ta ciing dugc mdi goi
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khong chi xdc tin vé long x6t thuong clia Thién Chida, ma
con can phai song 1ong x6t thuong dé nita. Qua that, cude
song quanh ta ngay hom nay, khong thi€u nhiing anh chi
em dang & vao nhiing hoan canh khé khiin, khong thiéu
nhiing ngudi dang chiu nhiéu dau khd vé thé 1y 14n tinh
than. Ho 1a nhiing ba Hannah thdi nay.

Biét bao tAm hon siu kho dang cAn dén noi ching ta
mot thdi d cam thong va ning dd. Ching ta hay 1a cdc dng
Elkanah thoi nay @€ dén nhan ho, d& nang d3 Gi an ho, dau
rang ching ta cling nén tranh thai do d6i xit c6 vé thién vi
clia 6ng, von thudng lam c6 cho sy ghen tic. Va du dudi bat
ct ly do gi, chiing ta nén trdnh thai do ghen tiic, nhuc ma
ngudi khdc clia ba Penninah. Chiing ta khong nén 14y ndi
khé ctia tha nhan 1am noi xa gian, hay t& hon, 1am niém vui
clia minh. Tréi lai, d€ tip song long x6t thuong, chiing ta
dugc moi goi c6 tAm 1ong bao dung, nhan 4i, chung tay giam
b6t ndi khon khd vé thé xdc 14n tinh than clia biét bao nguidi.

Ching ta cling hay tap chic phic cho ngudi khic, nhu
tu t& Eli @3 1am. D ching ta c6 thé chua phai 1a ngudi hoan
héo, trdi lai vAn con nhiéu thigu sé6t nhu tu t& Eli, nhung 15i
chiic phic cta ching ta véi y huéng ngay lanh cho ai d6,
van c6 thé dugc Thién Chiia nham 13i, néu dep long Nguoi.

Cu6i cung, noi ba Hannah, ching ta hoc dudc mau
guong vé thdi do sdng tin thac vao Thién Chda, tin tudng
vao 1ong x6t thuong cia Ngudi. Khi gdp nhiéu thii thach
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trong cudc song, ba Hannah khong tuyét vong, nhung ludn
biét kéu xin cuing Thién Chua. Thiét nghi diy la thai do
ddc tin chdng ta cin c6, hau gidp chiing ta song tot hon
tuong quan voi Thién Chua trong Nam Thanh nay. Noi
ba Hannah, chiing ta cling hoc dugc thai dd quang dai véi
Thién Chda. Ba Hannah biét giti 161 khan hia. Ba khong
tim cdch giit lai cAu Samuel bén minh, nhung da ti€n dang
con minh cho Thién Chia, d& Ngudi diing cdu nhim muu
ich cho rat nhiéu ngudi. Néu c6 diéu gi rit quy gid noi minh,
liéu ching ta ¢6 dam trao lai cho Thién Chua? Nhung ciu
chuyén nay rat nhe nhang nhic nhé chiing ta: Thién Chda
chéng chiu thua long quang dai ctia con ngudi. Usc mong
moi nguidi ching ta thém xac tin vé diéu nay, khi song Nim
Théanh Long X6t Thuong cua Thién Chua!
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