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QUAN DIEM DO THAI
VE CAC TiN HUIU TON GIAO KHAC

Ruth Langer’

Con ngudi ¥ thire vé ¢in tinh chinh minh bing
mat nhdn thire tiéu cuce: coi “minh™ “khong

phai 1a ngudi khac™; va nhén thirc d6 mé ra tir thoi tho 4u
— khi hi€u rang cha me¢ minh ¢é mét cudc song doc lap —
roi ndi rong cho téi viéc xac dinh nhitng dac nét hodc bién

1

Ruth Langer, tac gia bai viét, da Iy béng tién si (Ph.D.) & trudng Jewish
Institute of Religion cua dai hoc Do Thai Hebrew Union College, tai Cin-
cinnati, Hoa Ky, ndm 1994 (tai day nam 1986, ba da nham chuc rabbinit).
Ba hién 1a gido su tro ta vé cac mén hoc Do Théi (Jewish Studies) cla
phan khoa than hoc, Dai hoc Boston. Tai dai hoc nay, ba con gil vai phu
ta giam ddc Trung tam nghién cuu Kité-Do Thai (Center for Christian-
Jewish Learning). Ba la tac gia cuén To Worship God Properly: Tensions be-
tween Liturgical Custom and Halakhah in Judaism (Hebrew Union College,
1998), va nhiéu bai viét khac, nhu: “Early Medieval Celebrations of Torah
in the Synagogue: A Study of the Rituals of the Seder Rav Amram Gaon
and Massekhet Soferim,” Kenishta 2 (2002). Cing véi Steven Fine, ba xuat
ban cudn Liturgy and the Life of the Synagogue, bao gém bai nghién ctu:
“Sinai, Zion and God in the Synagogue: Celebrating Torah in Ashkenaz"
(Duke University, 2004). Bai viét dang trong tap chi Theological Studies
64 (2003) 255-277. Tac gid mudn phac trinh mét dang quan diém trong
Do Thai gido.
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gidi trong cong déng dé dat mot sb nguoi nay ¢ “trong”
va mét sd ngudi khic & “ngoai.” Tat ca chung ta déu song
trong nhitng dudng tron trung khdp cua cac bién gidi cong
ddng kia, dugc dinh rd bai nhig thuc thé nhu gia dinh,
cac quan h¢ than can vé dia du, nghé nghiép, chiing toc va
ton gido. Trong khi mot sb cac co cAu xa hoi noi trén van
nidm ngoai vong — tic khéng mang tinh chit — quy cach,
thi mot s6 khac lai duoc xac dinh boi nhitng quy luat chi
ro ai 1a “toi,” (self), ai 1a “ngudi” (other). Cac cong dong
ton gido va quéc gia 1a nhimg cong déng mang tinh chét
quy cach nhiéu nhét qua viéc thiét dat cac loai bién giéi
nhu thé. La mot cong dong qubc gia/chiing téc tir nguyén
khoi, Do Théi gido dua theo truyén théng dé xir su theo
cac cach phan biét nhu thé ctia cac co ché halakhah, tic 1a
theo phép ché rabbinit. Cach dinh nghia kiéu halakhic vé
“cai t61” (self/chinh minh) lam nén co s& cho nhimg cach
tiéu dat c6 tinh cach thin hoc hon cua y niém éy.z

2 L&i phan biét gilra halakhah va nhiing cach thitc mang tinh chat thin
hoc han, la 16i biéu dat theo kiéu chéng chéo, chit khéng ndi Ién han
mét su phan tach hoan toan gilfa gido luat va doan thé gido hdi chinh
thic phét bi€u mét mat la qua quyén binh tdng truyén va mat khac la
qua cdng trinh nghién ciiu cla cdc nha than hoc. Thudng thi nhiing
khdng dinh chinh thuc ctia Gido héi truc ti€p ban dén cac chu dé than
hoc, theo cach trén lan cac cach thic suy nghi 8y; trong khi d6, hiém
ma c6 tuyén b chinh thic nao clia phap ché rabbinit 1am nhu thé. Tuy
nhién, ciing chinh cac rabbi dy trong khi néi hoac viét theo nhiing cach
thuc khac nhau (kém vé mat uy thé), c6 thé td ra ban tdm nhiéu dén
than hoc. L6i dinh nghia halakhit/than hoc dy cling gay ra tinh trang
cang thang khong it di vdi cach dung hién nay clia tir “can tinh” (iden-
tity) trong lanh vuc xa héi hoc. Cac nha xa héi hoc bat dau cudc nghién
cdiu vdi viéc tu nhan thifc va tu xac dinh ti phia ca nhan, dua trén kinh
nghiém, nhiing ky niém va nhiing mang ludi xa héi ctia duong sy, bat
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Bai viét xin dugc ghi lai mot cong trinh khao sat so
bo vé cac cach dinh nghia “t6i° va ‘ngudi’ theo kiéu hala-
khic trong truyén théng Do Thai, va vé nhitng gi ching
kéo theo trong lanh vuc thin hoc. Tac gia bai viét ciing
da tim hiéu vé mot vai nd luc nhim thay ddi cach hiéu
cuia chung hau img dap véi céac thach dé do thé gidi ngay
nay dit ra cho nhimg quan niém truyén thong; va trong
cudc ban luan nay, xin duoc ddi chiéu cach hiéu cua Do
Thai gido vai lap truong Cong gido dugce gidi thiéu qua
cac vin kién ma hoi nghi chuyén dé nay dang chu tim
tim hiéu. Tuy nhién, diéu thiét bach cin phai c¢6 la tao
cho duge mét cudc nghién ciru hoc thuat chuyén séu va
nghiém tic vé vén dé; c6 thé, méi rat ra duge cau tra 1oi
bao ham toan dién hon. DU, nhiing ndm gfin day, da co
mot s6 sach va nhiéu bai viét ra mét cong chung, nhung
chua c6 mot ai da that su tAm ctru vé toan b cac phap
dinh halakhit (theo phap ché rabbinit) thoi trung ¢b cho
phép hodc gidi han nhimng quan hé tuong tac vai thé gioi
Kit6 va Hoi gido, dac biét 1a luu y dén viée tim hiéu cac
lap trudong than hoc co ban ctia ho.* Viée 1am bude dau

ké nhitng th d6 1a gi. Can tinh halakhit/than hoc dién ta mét ly tuéng
thuang di ngugc véi hudng dan ching clia cac nha xa hdi hoc. Vé mot
sd tdc phdm xa hoi hoc, cé thé xem Laurence J. Silberstein, “Mapping,
Not Tracing: Opening Reflection,” trong Mapping Jewish Identities, ed.
Laurence J. Silberstein (New York: New York University, 2000) 1-18.

David Novak ma téi (tac gia bai viét) sé c6 dip trung dan nhiéu trong cac
trang viét sau day, da xudt ban nhiéu nhat vé cac gidi lut dong gidng
NG6é va cac quy dinh cho phép khac. Cé nhiing tac gid khac nhu David
Rosen, véi bai viét “Judaism and Christianity—Yesterday and Today”
[Hebrew] sé& ra mdt trong Dew, da tim toi cac nguén liéu vé cac truyén
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can thiét nay hién duoc cic ngudi dén than nghién ctru vé
nhimg méi quan hé Do Th4i-Kit6 nhén 1a bach thiét: viéc
kién tao mot nén than hoc Do Thai vé tin hiru cac t6n gido
khac kha di img dap thich dang da cach mang thin hoc
trong cach hiéu cua Kito giao vé Do Thai gido, do Gido
hoi Cong gido dan dau.*

AI LA NGUO1 DO THAI ?
O mtc do co ban nhat, dinh nghia vé ‘ngudi Do Thai’

mang tinh cich khong phai la ton gido ma ciing chiang
phai 1a than hoc, nhung la dan toc.’ Dy la diém chu chét

théng c6 thé Idam nén tdng cho mot mau than hoc thuc chiing Do Thai
vé Kito gido hém nay. Tuy nhién, tinh trung thuc lich sif va mét muic hiéu
biét thuc su vé cac nguon liéu dy doi hoi phai doc ching trong béi canh
day di ctia nhiing c6 gdng ma cac rabbi da dua ra dé cé hiéu cach ting
dung vao trong hoan canh cta ho, nhiing han ché cta sach Talmud
lién quan dén viéc thé ngdu tugng. Cang cén ké dén tinh trang céng
théng van thdy cho dén bay gi& trong cac tuong quan Do Thai-Kito gido.
Tuong quan gifta Do Théi gido va cac tén gido Chau A 13 chuyén hiém
trong lich st

4 Dabru Emet: mot tuyén bé tir phia Do Thai do Nhém hoc gia Do Thai -
dugc Institute for Christian and Jewish Studies & Baltimore, Hoa Ky, bao
tro - dua ra héi thang 9 nam 2000, vé ngudi kitd va Kitd giao, kém vai
cudn sach Christianity in Jewish Terms, do Tikva Frymer-Kensky xuat ban
(Oxford: Westview, 2000); dé la cé gang dau tién trong nd luc nhan thuc
theo chiéu hudng nhu thé.

5 Tu"Do Théi’ (“Jew”) bit nguén tif cach tiéng Hy-La diing dé chi vé ngudi
dan séng trong mién Giudéa, viing dat cla [traen, bo toc Juda, vuong
quéc mién nam con séng sét. DU tir dd cd ngudn géce Hipri chinh théng
— la yehudi, cé nghia la "Judah-ite” - thi khéng bao gid né la tir ngusi Do
Thai ua ding dé chi vé minh trong tiéng cda ho la tiéng Hyba va Aram.,
Theo cach dung trong Kinh Thanh, dan ho thudng dugc goi - theo ca
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dé nim duoc nhitg cach truyén théng Do Thai hiéu vé
“t6i” va ‘ngudi.” Joseph Dan bién luan hét stc thuyét phuc
rfmg chinh nhirng khai niém vé ton gido va thin hoc dugc
hiéu theo cich khoa bang nhu thiy ngay nay, 14 nhimng
khai niém bét ngudn tir nhitng ¢6 ging thich nghi cia
Kitd gido so thoi voi vin hoa La-Hy, va két qua 1a viéc
phan biét rd rang giita gido hoi va nha nudc, giira thin
hoc va triét hoc. Khac hin, Do Thai gido (va Hbi giio)
khong ¢6 16i phan biét khai niém nhu thé gitra cac pham
vi thé tuc (tuc) va ton gido (thiéng). Pdi véi cac nén vin
hoa nay, theo ly tudng. moi sy — ké ca nhirng sinh hoat
thé tuc nhat — déu thong du vao tinh chit thanh thiéng. Do
do, khong c6 gi ndm ngoai lanh vyc ton gido ca; luat do
Thién Chiia truyén ban tuyét déi diéu phéi moi khia canh
cudc sbng, tir cai riéng tu noi to 4m gia dinh cho dén sinh
hoat gitra cong truong cho bua, viée cim quyén, cac van
dé phung tu. Nhu thé. cach nguoi Do Thai hiéu vé nguoi

nhén hay tap thé - la Itraen. Yisra'el, hoac la con dan hay dan [traen,
B'nei Yisra'el, hoac 'Am Yisra'el. Tuy nhién, thong thuéng trong Anh ngt,
i “Israelite” dugc dung dé chi vé dan Kinh Thanh Hipri, con “Jew” thi chi
vé dan Do Thai trong hai thién ky vira qua. Tir Hebrew (Hipri) - dung thay
cho “Judaism” (Do Thai gido), nhu la tif triru tugng chi vé ton gido clia
dan téc nay - xuat hién dau tién gitta ngudi Hipri gidi triét hoc thoi trung
cd, va ngay ca vao thdi d6 ciing dugc ding mét cach chung hon dé chi
vé hét moi khia canh clia nén van héa Do Théi. Nén luu y 13 chi trong
thai d6, ngudi Hirpi mdi tim cach diung dén mét tif nglr dé noi vé khai
niém tén gido, bang cach ng dung cho thich hop véi y nghia ctia dat
(= luat) vao thdi cudi Kinh Thanh (nhu thay xuat hién trong cac sach Ette,
Etra, va Danien). Viéc phéan biét gitta Ton gido Do Théi hay Do Thai gido
va céc khia canh khac clia nén van héa la mét san pham cua tan dai va
thuc trang héi nhap cda ngudi Do Thaéi vao trong cac xa hdi Tay phuong.
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khong - Do Thai duge xdy dung tir y niém vé ‘t6i’ nhu
la mét thanh vién thude cdng doan dan thanh khac biét
voi thé gioi bén ngoai la thé gidi song theo mot lién hé
khac (hodc khong co) trong tuong quan voi Thién Chua.®
Chu hudng tan dai (modernity) dua ra thach d6 cho nhiéu
khia canh trong can tinh truyén thong nay, nhung khong
thé hiéu thach dé dy néu khong hiéu cac tién bdi ctia no.
Ca gioi hoc gia ngay nay ciing hiu nhu nhit tri nhan
rang tu thé, Do Thai gido khong phai 14 ton gido ciia hodc
duogc chira dung trong cuén Kinh Thanh cho bing 14 tén
gido kin muc surc song tir 24 cudn sach Kinh Thanh Hipri,
cach riéng 1a tir 5 cudn sach diu goi la Torah (Sach Luat,
Ngii Thu), hiéu theo cach giai thich ma cac truyén thong
dua vao “Sach Luat Truyén Khiu” ctia céc rabbi (ton su
Do Thai) dua ra. Sach Luat Truyén Khau 1a mét tién trinh
dang lién tuc tiép dién cua viéc giai thich va ap dung noi
dung chit chira trong ban viét duoc tiép nhan — véi vo
s6 nhimg y nghia c¢6 thé nhin ra dugc — dé thanh hoa
moi khia canh cua doi séng.? Nhu thé, cac y niém kinh
thanh mang tinh cach huéng din dinh hinh (formative),

R Joseph Dan, On Sanctity: Religion, Ethics, and Mysticism in Judaism and
Other Religions [Hebrew] (Jerusalem: Magnes, 1997), cdch riéng la chuong
I, “Sanctity and Sanctification: Between Judaism and Christianity.”

7' Cac truyén thdng Torah Khdu truyén khéng con chi 13 truyén miéng,
nhung da dugc soan thanh luat (co |é dau tién la bang nhiing van ban
kh3au truyén dugc hoc thudc léng) va dugc viét ra lam thanh cic sach
Mishnah va Talmud, cing nhu céc bé Midrashim. Tuy nhién, loai Torah
Khau truyén van con bo ngd dac biét la cho nhiing céach giai thich va
quyét dinh mdi dua trén cac cong trinh hinh thanh kia.
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chir khong phai ludn luén mang tinh cach truc tiép quy
pham (normative). Vi vy, ding nhit 1a phai hiéu Do Thai
gido nhu 13 mét trong hai cau tra 1i thoa dang cho su
viéc Dén tho Giérusalem bi dé quéc Réma phé hiy nim
70 cong nguyen (cau tra loi thir hai 1a Kité giao) hon la
mot ton gido kinh thanh & vao thoi trudce bién cb dy. Do
do, trong khi cuén Kinh Thanh cho thiy mét cach hiéu vé
cin tinh Do Théi trong tur thé dbi dién vé6i thé giéi lwong
dan bén ngoai, thi diéu nay chi mang mét tim quan trong
kém hon nhiéu trong cudc ban Iuin ching ta dang tién
hanh, so vdi nhitng cach giai thich van ban kinh thanh do
cac gido sT Do Théi dua ra cdng voi nhimng phap dinh di
kém theo: tat ca déu dugc ghi lai trudce tién la trong sach
Mishnah va sach Talmud, va da thuc su tr¢ thanh quy
pham cho nhimg thé hé Do Thai vé sau. Tir nhiing thé ky
cudi thién nién thir nhat cong nguyén, sach Talmud va cac
ban viét dua theo sach nay da mang dugc tinh chét quyét
dinh manh mé& d6i véi nhimg quan hé twong téc ma ngudi
Do Thai hién nay c6 voi thé giéi khong - Do Théi hon ca
chinh sich Kinh Thanh nhu thiy trong thoi trude. Thé
nén, cudc ban luin dang tién hanh diy sé chi quy dan vé
v6i gian doan kinh thanh mot cach gian tiép.

Vao hdi Do Théi gido rabbinit thinh hanh, trong thoi
ky Dén Tho Thir hai, bét cr ai sinh ra tir mét ngudi me
Do Thai thi dwong nhién dugc cam la ngudi Do Thai.®

& M1 Gruber, “Matrilineal Determination of Jewishness: Biblical and Near
Eastern Roots,” trong Pomegranates and Golden Balls: Studies in Biblical,
Jewish and Near Eastern Ritual, Law and Literature (Jacob Milgrom
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Tuy nhién, trong khi quan hé miu hé x4c dinh tu cach
thanh vién trong qudc gia, thi than thé hoic dia vi xa hoi
cua nguoi cha lai xac dinh dang loai cua tu céch thanh
vién. Bao 1au ngudi cha 1a ngudi Do Thai va két hon hop
1¢ thi cac con cua 6ng ta dugc thira hudng dia vi theo nghi
1& trong Pén thd nhu la: tu té (kohen), 1évi, hodc ngudi
Do Thai.® M6t s nhimng yéu t6 1am nén than thé d6 van
duoc coi 1a trong yéu ngay ca trong thoi nay, nghia la rat
lau sau bién ¢ Dén tho bi pha hiry. Nhur thé, trong khi
ca hai quan hé miu hé 14n phu hé déu déng giir nhing
vai trd dang luu y trong viéc kién tao xa hgi Do Thai, thi
quan hé mau hé dugc coi 1a can ban hon. Do vay, hé me
la nguoi Do Thai, thi, theo dinh nghia, con la ngudi Do
Thai, mdt cong dan cua ‘Am Yisrdel, cong dan Itraen, va

Festschrift), do David P. Wright, David Noel Freedman, va Avi Hurvitz
xudt ban (Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 1995) 437-43. Tu thoi dau, cac
truyén thong kinh thanh da nhan cach tinh hau dué theo phu hé.
Truyén théng rabbinit, Talmud Kiddushin (=lién quan dén hén nhan)
Babylon 69a, chifa dung nhitng phan biét nhiéu hon nifa trong cac
tang lgp dy, danh cho cac loai khac nhau cuda tinh trang ‘khéng du tu
cach’ théng du tron ven, thudng la vi cac trudng hgp hén nhan khéng
dang phép (trong cdng doan Do Thai). Tuy nhién, di tu cach moét ca
nhan - tu té hay ngudi ltraen - kéo theo nhiéu gidi han, va cac gigi han
d6 6 tram trong bao nhiéu di nifa, nhu bi truc xuat khoi cong doan
vi 14 ‘con hoang’ chdng han, thi cd nhan dy van la ngudi Do Thai. (Qua
thé, trong khi luat kinh thanh, Bnl 23:3, cdm cho tdi 10 thé hé, khéng
cho cdc ngudi con hoang tham gia céng doan, thi doan kia cta sach
Talmud ciing tim cach dé x6a bo tinh trang d6 di). Cac hang cap tu té,
lévi va nqudi Itraen van con tén tai trong thé gidi Do Thai gido truyén
théng, dugc bdo quan trong mét danh muc gidi han véi nhing dac
quyén dac lgi hién hanh theo nghi I€, trong niém hy vong séng dong
sé xay dung lai Pén Tha.
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1a mét thanh vién c6 phin & trong giao udc cia ftraen véi
Thién Chua.'

O mirc dd cin ban nhit, d6 1a mét cuong vi xa hoi

khong thé d6i doi. “Du c¢6 pham tdi, lam 16i, thi mot

ngudi Do Thai van 1a ngudi Do Thai.”!! C6 v sb nhirng
cach biéu dat ngin dai dé dua theo nhimg diém co ban

cua ni€ém tin va thai do song ma xéac dinh thé nao 1a mot

ngudi Do Thai tét, nhung rdi bat cir ai c6 duge dic nét

dao ly/gia dinh/qubc gia nhur thé, thi theo dinh nghia, hin

10 Thuc té cudc séng hién dai lam cho cach dinh nghia kia cang thém

phtic tap, va trong nhiéu thap ky da trd thanh dau méi phat sinh cudc
tranh tung sé6i bong trong thé gigi Do Thai. Cach hiéu kia coi nhu dang
séng trong mat thé gidi trong do ngudi Do Thai sé két hon vdi ngudi
Do Thai, trong khi tai Hoa Ky ngay nay, hén nhan hon hop la chuyén
hét suic thong thuong. Nam 1982, nhom rabbinit trong Phong trao Cai
cach (Reform Movement), Hoi dong trung uong clia cac Rabbi Hoa Ky da
dua ra nghj quyét xac nhan hau dué phu hé, va thita nhan la ngudi Do
Thai nhitng ngudi con sinh ra tif hén nhan hén hgp va dugc nudi ndng
gido duc theo dudng hudng “nhitng hanh déng tich cuc xac dinh ban
chat Do Thai" nhu la viéc cat bi, bar hoac bat mitzvah. Xin xem “The
Report of the Committee on Patrilineal Descent,” Yearbook of the Cen-
tral Conference of American Rabbis 92 (1982) 67-84. Anh hudng ctia quan
niém kia van con thay rd, bai vi khong mét ngudi con clia phu nir Do Thai
nao bij tir chéi khong duge nhan la ngudi Do Thai do su viéc khong dugc
nudi nang day do theo dudng hudng Do Thai, trong khi dé, cac ngudi
con co cha la Do Thai (va me khéng-Do Thai) thi, ngoai cac phong trao
‘cdp tién’ (liberal) Do Thai gido ra, khéng dugc nhan la ngudi Do Thai.
Talmud Sanhedrin Babylon 44a da dugc minh nhién trung dan lién
quan dén cdc trudng hop béi gido, trong nhiéu nguén liéu thai trung
6. Trong nhitng thai phép rla [kitd] bi bat budc (hodc manh mé khuyén
du), diéu d6 da tiing |3 mét nguyén tac ndi bo, ca ddi vdi viec ngusi Do
Thai tir bé phép rifa va trg vé lai (Do Thai gido), ciing nhu déi vai cuang
vi phép ly xét vé cac bn phan gia dinh va cong an viéc lam cta ho.
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la mdt ngudi Do Thai, xét vé mat phap 1y.”'2 Cung luc,
c6 mdt sb nhirng viéc 1am ma & mét nhét dinh nao d6, cac
cong doan da coi nhwr 1a hanh dong phan boi trim trong dén
dd nhitng nguoi gdy ra sé bi khai trir hodc tuyét thong
(excommunicated) khoi cOng doan. Hién nay, vé mit
chirc nang hon la mét cach chinh thirc, mét nguoi Do
Thai c6 thé trd thanh khong con 1a nguoi Do Thai khi ca
nhan d6 tu y mudn nhu thé,"” hodc khi ca nhan d6 chinh
thirc gia nhap mot ton gido khac. Viéc chinh thirc tuyén
xung gido ly can ban cta Hoi gido, chiu phép rira trong
Kitd gi4o (ngay ca viéc nhin nhin Puc Giésu 12 Péng
Mésia cua nguoi Do Thai, hoac la Do Thai gido Thién
sai), hodc viéc tich cuc tham gia phung tu mét ton gido
khac: cac su viéc do duoc coi la hanh dong lam cho mét
ngudi — xét vé mat van hoa xa hdi, va, theo mét sb y
kién, ca vé mit phap ché rabbinit nira — bi dat ra ngoai

12 pigu do cing tuong tu nhu khi don thudn diing phép rifa dé xac dinh
can tinh kitd. Trong vién canh kitd gido, chdi bo phép rlta ciing dat ra
véan dé khe ly gidi tuong ty. DU thé, khéng c6 mét nghi thic nao dé lam
cho ngudi con c6 cha me la ngudi Do Thai thanh mét ngudi Do Thai.
Viéc cat bi mot tré trai theo nghi thuc chi danh dau su viéc né gia nhap
giao udc Thién Chaa thiét lap vai Abraham. Khong cét bi nhu thé thi cha
me difa tré va chinh nd (tif tudi thanh nién) sé roi vao tinh trang téi 16i,
nhung khéng loai tri dua tré ra khéi cdng déng (Do Thaéi). Tuy nhién, c6
diéu quan trong can luu y la theo suy nghi & muc tén gido binh dan, thi
thuc suf viéc cat bi “lam cho trd thanh ngudi Do Thai.”

3 Doc thay trong lich st ¢ nhiéu cau tra 1di khac nhau cho nhitng ngudi
‘cai dao’ (converted) dé tranh bi bach hai, bi trich thu tai san, hoic bi truc
xuat (do la kinh nghiém ngusi Do Thai séng qua tai Chau Au Kitd gido),
hon la cho nhitng ngudi trd lai do xac tin. Hiém khi thdy loai 'cai dao’
nghi la minh da danh mat cuong vi lam thanh vién tron quyén clia cong
ddng Do Thai.
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dan toc itraen.' Noi cach khac, khong can phai chép
nhin mét yéu té ndo trong tin ban cta Do Thai gido,'s
nhung khong dugc xung nhan nhimg tin khoan chi yéu

ctia cac cong doan ton gido khac di ngugc lai véi gido
huén Do Thii.

Viéc khao xét cac diéu kién can co6 dé duogc nhin nhén

1a ngudi Do Théi qua quyét dinh ‘hodn cai’ hogc ‘trd lai’
(conversion)'s dic biét lru y dén diéu kién nay 1a phai

4 pigu nay kéo theo nhiing Ung dung thuc té lién hé dén Ludt Trd vé

(Law of Return) clia Quéc gia ltraen ngay nay. Luat nay dam bao cho moi
ngudi Do Thai tu ddng c6 dugc quyén cdng dan. Ca trac nghiém tiéng
tam nhat la truéng hgp clia Thay Daniel, mét dan s Dong Cat minh sinh
tai Jew Oswald Rufeisen va séng & Itraen, ndm 1962 da xin cho dugc
quyén céng dan (quéc tich) clia nudc nay. Toa an da phan quyét rang
du theo phap ché rabbinit, duong su da Ia ngudi Do Thai, tuy nhién, Luat
Tré vé clia quéc gia dan su dat can ban “trén y thic 1a Do Thai vé mat
quéc gia-lich sir va trén y nghia dan su théng thudng cla tif ‘Do Thai’
dugc hiéu nhu cac ngusi Do Thai thudng hiéu.” Di quéc gia khong thé
doi hoi la phai gia nhép tén gido Do Thai bat cif dudi hinh thic nao,
nhung lai c6 quyén tir chdi trao dac an ty ddng c6 quyén cong dan nhu
thé cho nhirng ai theo cac ton gido khac. Vé cudc tranh luan lién quan
dén chl dé nay va cac cha dé rong hon ngam an phia dudi van dé, xin
xem muc “Apostasy” trong Encyclopaedia Judaica, ban CD ROM.

Do Thai gidao khéng c6 mét ban tuyén tin chinh thiic nao. Qua cac thé
ky, nhiéu ban tuyén bé khac nhau da dugc dua ra; ban dugc biét dén
nhiéu nhat trong cac ban ay la ban ghi Mudgi Ba Nguyén Tac cia Dlc
Tin (Thirteen Principles of Faith) do Moses Maimonides viét ra héi thé
ky XlI, dugi dang tuyén ngon (“Téi tin vdi tron niém tin vao...) va dugc
trinh bay theo dang thi tho dé viéc tuyén doc dugc dé dang qua sach
kinh nguyén hing ngay theo truyén théng, nhung khéng khéng nam
trong phéan cac kinh buéc doc.

Ngudi Do Thai néi tiéng Anh thudng dung tif “conversion” (trd lai) dé
chi vé hanh déng dén nhan nghi thic néi 1én viéc tré thanh ngudi Do
Thai, cing phan nao tuong tu nhu qua trinh quay vé véi Thién Chia bén

phia Céng gido. “Quay vé" (turning) & day cé nghia la “trd thanh” (turning
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tuyét dbi img xir phit hgp véi nhimg 1y tuong cong dong.
Trong thé gioi ¢6 truyén,'” dicu ay kéo theo ca mot quy
trinh hoc tap dé séng nhu mot nguoi Do Théi, va quyét
tim séng mot 16i song theo khuén mau. Nghi thic ‘trd
lai* bat dau voi viée chinh thirc khao xét xem duong su
c6 quyét tdm song mot cude song theo sach Torah va
nhitng luat diéu cia sach nay hay khong. Du viéc khao
xét nay khong truc tiép dé cap dén lap truong than hoc
cua duong su, thi cling kho dé chz’ip nhan viéc tuan thu
nhirng doi budc cua sach Torah ma dong thoi, bang cach
nay hay cach khéac, khong chap nhan ching phét ngudn
tir Thién Chiia. Chuong trinh hoc tip theo hudng ‘cép tién’
it cha trong dén luat 18 lién quan dén ché do an kiéng va

into) mot thanh vién clia dan toc Itraen. Tir Hipri goi 1a gerut, ¢6 goc kinh
thanh la tir ger, sé ban dén dudi day trong ghi cha 27,

“Chinh théng” (orthodox), “bao thu" (conservative), “cai cach” (reform),
v.v... la nhitng cach goi chi mdi xuat hién héi gita thé ky XIX. Trong
khi, dén mét muc dé nao do, nhitng nhém khéng chinh théng thuc su
6 dugc can tinh vé co cdu qua cac té chiic rabbinit va cong doan ciing
nhu cac trudng dao tao (seminaries) ca ho, thi phia Chinh théng lai bao
g6m nhiéu yéu té khdc nhau va khéng ¢6 nhiing té chuc trung uong.
B36i vdi chi dé ban thao trong bai viét nay, chung chung ma nai thi hiru
ich han la nén coi cac phan cudi trong chudi cac dang Do Thai gido hién
dai nhu la “truyén théng,” tic mudn nhac dén cdc nhom cam minh nhu
la hoan toan nam trong déng lién tuc ctia 2000 nam lich sif Do Thai gido
rabbinit, va nhu la “cap tién,” tic mudn chi vé cdc nhom khéng chap
nhan mét phan hay hoan toan, hé théng quyén binh kia. Nhu thé, Do
Thai gido Cai cach va Tai thiét (Reconstructionist), cing nhu nhiéu thanh
phan khac trong thé gidi Bao thi cling cé thé dugc coi nhu la “cap tién”
(va nhiing nhom mai nhu: Do Thai gido Canh tan [Renewal)], Thai mai
[New Age), Nhan ban [Humanistic]) trong khi phan con lai ciia Phong Trao
Bao tht (Do Thai gido Chinh théng cuc doan va Hasidic) thi ¢é thé goi la
“truyén théng.”
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viéc tudn thu ngay sabat, nhung ngugc lai, dén luc nhiéu
hon véo viéc tao cho c6 kién thic téng quat vé Do Thai
gido, ké ca than hoc va lich sir. Nhu thé, di thiéu sot
trong viéc sdng cudc sdng ciia mot ngudi Do Thai “tot”
khong lam thay dbi cwong vi phap ly mot ngudi Do Théi
tir binh sinh, thi viéc gia nhap cong ddng Do Thai doi héi
phai tuyén xung cac khai niém than hoc co ban (ctia Do
Thai giao)."® Sau cudc khao xét cua toa rabbinit, thu tuc
‘trdr lai® kéo theo nghi thirc cit bi (cho nam gioi — va diy
la phan quyét dinh cua viéc “lam cho thanh nguoi Do
Thai’), nghi thirc dim minh vao trong nudc (mikveh), va
chon moét tén goi Hipri noi Ién cén tinh Do Thai."” Khac
voi truong hop nguoi sinh ra tir cha hoac me ruft la Do
Thai, thi duoc nhan 1a Do Thai, con cua cha me minh; con
dbi voi ngudi “tré lai’, thi qua tén goi di chon, dugc coi la

® Viéc trd lai cia mot con tré khéng mang tinh cach bat buoc cho dén lic
né dén tudi thanh nién theo luat tén gido. Tuy nhién, mot khi Ién tudi
13, cac tré nam (hoac tudi 12 ddi vdi tré nif, cho di cac cong doan cap
tién ngay nay cing van mung bat mitzvah & tudi 13 cho cac tré ni) to ra
cho thay minh thudc vé cong doan Do Thai, thi diéu do dugc hiéu nhu
la viéc xac nhan guyét dinh ctia cha me.

Sach Talmud Yevamot Babylon, 46a-b. D€ c6 mét cai nhin téng lugc vé
cac khoan luat lién quan dén viéc trd lai, xin xem muc “Proselytes” trong
Bach Khoa Tir Dién Do Thai (Encyclopaedia Judaica: bdn CD ROM hoac
ban in). Nghi thirc mikveh dac biét nay trd Iam cho nghi dén phép ria
Kit6 gido. Chi dich clia viéc dim xudng nudc trong nghi thitc mikveh thai
Pén Tha thir hai 1a dé tiy sach cac loai do ban theo nghi I, bdi vdi cac
do ban nay thi khéng dugc phép tham du cac nghi I& trong Bén Tha.
Tuc Ié thinh hanh (vé do ban) con tinh ca thai gian tiép theo sau gian
doan c6 kinh (d6i voi nir gigi) va sau khi xudt tinh (déi voi nam gidi).
Va nhu thé, nudc ciia mikveh cé mét tac dung bién déi, nhung phan
I6n dugc dung vao trong cac lanh vuc théng thudng clia cudc séng.
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con ctia Abraham cha chung ta, va cua Sara me chung ta,
tire 1a cha me cia qudc gia dan toc;?° va lic do, trg thanh
phan tir cia dan ltraen, qua dang lam con nudi/nghia tir
(adoption) hodc qua dang nhap tich (naturalization).

Duoc biét ring trong thoi cudi ¢ dai trude hoang dé
Conxtantindé va ca trong thoi sau, Do Thai gido ¢é mot
sirc thu hut dic biét di voi rit nhiéu ngudi trong thé gioi
La-Hy. Tuy nhién, luc d6, s6 lvong dan thuc su chiu cat
bi va nhén 1€ luat gilr ngay sabat thi it hon nhitng nguoi
dugc thu hut béi Do Thai gido. Khong ‘tré lai” thuc su,
cac luong dan 4y van & ngoai Do Thai gido. C6 phai trong
giai doan 4y, Do Théi gido di thuc sy séng ning dong
truyén gido? Co the la the, boi I€ thi kién cac ngdn sir bao
ham ca nhiing giac mo cho thay moi dan nudc dén phung
tho Thién Chua.?' Mat khac, sach Mishnah (khoang 200
CN) ¢6 ghi lai khong phai 1a nhimg ban luén truc tiép vé
viéc gia nhdp hodc trd lai Do Thai gido, nhung goi cho
thdy d6 khong phai 14 méi quan tim chi yéu.? Véi viéc
20 Ten Do Thai gom tén goi (given name) va tiép lién 1a nhom tr xac dinh
“con trai hodc con géi cGa,” réi cudi cling 1a tén cha me. DU ¢é phé bién
& cac noi va & nhiing thai khac nhau trong thé gidgi Do Thai, thi cac tén
ho ciing nam ngoai hé théng vifa noéi.

Dé biét vé cac cudc ban ludn trudc kia, xin xem Wolf Liebeschuetz, “The
Influence of Judaism Among Non-Jews in the Imperial Period,” Journal
of Jewish Studies 52 (2001) 235-52.

Khéc véi Talmud Babylon, bdi sach nay truc ti€p dat van dé trong Ye-
vamot 46a tt. va cac doan song song. Tuy nhién, xin luu y 1a bién c6
“vong dai" (life cycle) duy nhat dugc sach Mishnah lién tuc chi y dén
I3 hén nhan va ly di, trong tiing chi tiét, phan Ién 13 vi né lién hé dén
nhitng van dé dinh liu tdi than thé ca nhan va tai chanh. Cac nghi thc
lién quan dén sinh dé chao ddi chi dugc chu y t6i & trong sach Talmud

21

22
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Kitd gido hoa dé quéc Roma (va ca sau nay, vdi quyén cai
tri ctia Hoi gido), chiéu mo nham két nap vao Do Thai gido
1a viéc lam hét sirc nguy hiém. Céc van ban rabbinit thoi
so ky day la phai can ngan nhig ngudi ¢6 thé trd lai Do
Thai gido, va chi nhan nhitng tng vién t6 ra chan thanh
qua thai d¢ kién tri. Céc van ban ghi ring;:

Khéng nén nhan ngay mét ngudi mudn tré lai; t6t
hon nén hoi nguoi dy: “Tai sao ban mudn tré lai? Ban
khong thdy rang din nudc nay nhé bé va bj trimg phat hon
cac dan nudc khac, va ring nhiéu tai wong cing hanh ha
dang don dap db xubng trén dan toc nay, ho dang chén
cit con cai, chau chét ho, ho dang bi giét chét vi ho lam
nghi thirc cit bi, dim vao nudc va tién hanh cac diéu khac
theo luat day. va ho khong thé sdng 16i séng minh cach
cong khai nhur cac dan nude khac?” Néu nguoi dy tra 1oi:
[Thé thi], “T6i khong ximng dang dat cb téi vao cum 4ch
[gidi ludt] cua Ping Duy Nhit, Dang da Lén tiéng noi va
da Tao dung Vi try, thi xin chtc tung Ngai,” thi lap tuc,
ngudi dy duge nhan; néu khong thi dé nguoi y tiép tuc di
con dudng cua minh.?

va cting chi mét cach bén 18 ma thoéi. Bar mitzvah 13 mét dang khai trién
cla thai trung cd. Su chét dugc ban tai rd, nhung chi rai rac qua nhiing
phan viét vé cac chi dé khac. Do d9, luan chiing thinh ldng khéng thé
dugc ké la co gia.
23 Massekhet Gerim 1:1; song song vdi truyén théng hién gid rabbinit
(tannaim) - tuc truyén théng 3n danh dugc coi 1a vao thai hai thé ky
dau coéng nguyén - doc thay trong Talmud Yevamot Babylon 47a, phan
nao kém sinh déng.
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Noi cach khac, nhirng ngudi tré lai dugc ndng hau
tiép dén, nhung chi khi ho thét sy wdc mudn va hiéu
rd cung chép nhan nhirng gi ma quyét dinh cia ho kéo
theo.

La van dé con trong vong tranh luan viéc tim xem qua
cac thoi dai, nguoi Do Thai da chi dong dén mirc d6 nao
trong nd luc tim kiém va két nap cac nguoi tro lai. Cac
ngudn liéu Do Théi cho thiy mét phin nao rang cac thay
rabbi day cho biét 1a Thién Chtia mudn thé gi6i try thanh
Do Thai, va tim kiém nguoi trd lai la thuc thi y Thién
Chiia. Tuy nhién, v6 s6 nhitng ngudn liéu Do Thai, luong
dan va Kité giao thoi cudi cd dai goi cho thdy ring doi
khi, ¢6 nhitng nhom luong dan dang ké di tr& thanh Do
Thai, cho du khong phai bao gio ciing do su che chd/bao
ho cua cac thay rabbi.>* Khi Kitd gido va sau d6 Hoi gido
c6 thé manh, thi viéc nhin cac ngudi tro lai Do Thai gido
trd thanh ngay cang nguy hiém. Ca ngay nay, Do Thai
gido ¢b truyén ciing cimg rin thién vé phia khéng-truyén
gi4o, va hau nhu hoan toan cudng lai viéc thaunhin nhitng
ngudi tro lai, ké ca nhitng ngudi to ra quyét tim nht, coi
vién canh ca thé giéi tién dén chd phung su Thién Chua la

24 pé c6 nhiéu tu liéu hon vé diém nay héi thé ky V, xin xem Louis H. Feld-
man, Jew and Gentile in the Ancient World: Attitudes and Interactions from
Alexander to Justinian (Princeton: Princeton University, 1993) cac chuang
9-11. Tac gia manh mé dua ra luan chiing néi rang thuc su trong thai
gian d6, ngudi Do Thai hang hai 16i kéo ngudi khac theo ton gido minh
(proselytizing). Tuy nhién, tac gia da khéng phan biét cho rd gila cac
dang van héa rabbinit va khéng-rabbinit, va gilfa cdc ving dia du khac
nhau trong dé cac thuc trang xa hai c6 thé khac nhau.
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thuc tai s& dén vao thoi thién sai. Phin 1on 1a dé ung dap

Vi cude séng gitra mot x4 hdi ma cac hang rao ngin chin
hon nhén khac dao da bi x6a bo, nén trong nhiing thap
ky gin day, cac phai cip tién thuoc Do Thai gido Hoa

Ky da bit diu sin tim ngudi trd lai mot cach ning nd,
gita nhom cac ngudi ¢6 quan hé hon nhan hoac két hon
voi ngudi Do Thai.?* Hau nhu moi dang truyén thong déu
nhin manh diém nay 1a m6t khi da tré lai thich dang, thi

25

26

Trong thai rabbi Alexander Schindler lanh dao, phong trao Cai cach Hoa

Ky da phdn nao thay déi lap trudng déi vdi quan diém nay. T8 chiic Union
of American Hebrew Congregation’s Outreach Commission da bat dau dua
ra cau gidi dap cho nhiing thach dé do hon nhan hon hop day Ién, véi
viéc tim cach dong vién nhiing ngudi két hon vdi ngudi Do Thai trd lai [Do
Thai gido). Biéu d6 da mé rong va bién viéc néng héu tiép nhan cac cudce
trd lai thanh mot théi dé chung. Xin xem cac trang mang ctia ho: http:/
uahc.org/outreach. DU c6 to ra khong may qua quyét doi vai van dé, thi
cac phong trao khéc cing di dén ché vui vé ti€p nhan cac nguedi trd lai
nhu la thanh vién [cdng doan), chir khéng nhu cac nam trudc.

Co le dé la da phat trién tu nhién cua 16i giai thich vé tinh trang ngudi
Do Thai séng phat tan (diaspora) ma phai Do Thai gido cip tién hoi
thé ky XIX da dua ra, cho rdng néu Thién Chia da phan tan [traen ra
trong khap thé gidi thi chinh la dé dan nay c6 co héi “mang I&i Thién
Chua dén tan moi noi trén trai dat,” néu cao mdt mau guong cé kha
nang dua dan tdi muc thanh toan clia cAc udc mo thién sai ma ltraen
hang ap 0 vé mét xa hoi (loai ngudi) dat téi muc hoan thién. Dang than
hoc nay phét trién theo hai mat: mét mat chl truong gat boé cach hiéu
truyén théng vé tinh trang phat tan cta dan Do Thai, coi d6 la tinh
trang luu day, 1a hinh phat, va mat khac thi ra sic tim hiéu vai trd cla
Do Thai gido quan niém nhu la mét tén gido gilfa cac tén gido khac
trong mét thé gidi kitd hudng vé vdi sit mang va cudi ciing da nhin
nhan quyén dan su (civil rights) ciia ngudi Do Thai. Xin doc vé cudc tranh
ludn trong tac phdm clia Michael A. Meyer, Response to Modernity: A
History of the Reform Movement in Judaism (New York: Oxford University,
1988) 138, trung dan bai David Einhorn thuyét trinh héi ndm 1845, tai
Frankfurt. Xin cing xem muc “mission” trong danh muc éng trung ra.
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ngudi tré lai 1a Do Théi trong hét moi khia canh, khéng
con nhac dén ngudn goc trude kia ciia nguoi do. Noi cach
khac, viéc tro lai la mdt cudc nhdp tich thuc thu va toan
ven vao trong doan thé huyét toc Itraen. cudc bién ddi mot
ca nhan {r¢ thanh “mdt nguoi cua ching ta.”

THE GIOT KHONG - DO THAI
< A A -
TRONG MAT TRUYEN THONG DO THAI

Trong nhin quan cta Kinh Thénh va do d6, cha nén
van hoc Do Thai di tiép lién, thé gidi bao gdom trude tién
“chiing ta” tirc Itraen, va sau dé 1a “ho” tirc hét moi nguoi
khac, cac dan nudc (goyim) khac. Céc hang loai kia loai
triz 13n nhau va phai sdng nhur thé cho t6i mét twong lai thiy
trude duge.” Theo Kinh Thanh, trong thé gidi, moi dan
nude déu di tho ngdu tugng. Du Kinh Thanh ¢é danh cho
cac dan nudc mot s6 yéu td noi ién can tinh dic thii dua
trén nhimg mdi tuong tac lich sir vé mit chinh tri va quan
su ho ¢6 voi Itraen, thi vé mat thin hoc, tat ca va hoan

27 s mdt hang trung gian gitta hai dang loai kia, dugc goi la ger (ngudi
xa la/ngoai banyg). Cudi cung réi Do Thai gido di phan biét gilta ger ze-
deq (ngudi ngoai kiéu cong chinh, ngud: trd lai) va ger toshav (ngudi
ngoai kiéu cu trd, thuding la ngudi tham gia dén moét musc dd nao do vao
I6i séng Do Théi nhung khéng phai 1a ngudi trd lai), tir dung dé chi vé
loai thu hai nay thudng dugc dung tdi trong Kinh Thanh. Mét van doan
thuong thdy nhéc di nhéc lai trong sach Luét (Torah) 13 diéu luat day
rdng phai biét quan tdm dén ngudi ngoai kiéu, “vi cac nguoi da la ngoai
kiéu & dat Ai-cap” (x. Xh 22:26; 23:9; Lv 1%:34; Dnl 10:19). V& cac khai
niém nay, xin xem David Novak, The Image of the Non-Jew in Judaism:
An Historical and Constructive Study of the Noahide Laws (Lewiston, N.Y.:
Edwin Mellen, 1983) 14-28.
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toan, ho ciing chi l1a nhitng ngudi ngoai cudc (outsiders),
gidéng nhau vé diém khong biét nhin nhan Thién Chua ciia
itraen. Nhimg cudc déu tranh dai ding giéng co dé 16i
kéo ftraen khoi nhimg thu hit cta viée tho nghu tuong —
hedc cia hinh thire phung tu Thién Chua [traen theo cach
sai lac. hay la cua viéc truc tiép tham du vao cac nghi
- thirc phung tu khéng-Do Thai — chdt day néi dung trang
giang cua nhimg phffm viét lich str trong Kinh Théanh, va
lam nhu dau d6 don vao lira con gian ding dung cta cac
ngdn sit. Nhung. ménh Iénh Kinh Thanh truyén ra thi rd
rang: Itraen s& bj nguyén rua néu chay theo thin cua cac
dan nudce khac (x. Pnl 11:28); trong cudc chinh phuc dat
hira, itraen phai phé hily hoan toan cac noi tho tu nglu
tuong & trong mién dat (x. Pnl 12:2-3); va phai hru y la
kbong dugc phung thé Thién Chuia theo nhirng hinh thirc
luong dén (x. Pnl 12:30-13:1); phai chju 4n phat giét chét
tirc khiic nhitng ai tim cach dan ftraen dén véi nhimg 16i
16n thd ngau tuong (x. Dnl 13:7-12) vz chiu cung mdt an
phat ca cong doan di theo nhimg ké phan boi dy (x. Dnl
13:13-19).28

Céc gido si Do Thai (rabbi) sach Talmud thoi do hiéu
ra ring sudt thoi Dén Tho Thir Hai, nguoi Do Thai da
khong con bi cam dd di theo viée tho ngau tugng.® Tuy

28 Thi d5i chiéu chang han, cac doan Xh 23:13.23-24.32-33; Lv 20:1-6.22-
23. Hinh phat danh cho ai khéng tuan thi cac gidi luat dy la diém dugc
r_nhéc 4én nhiéu lan trong Kinh Thanh; Tl 2:1-4; 6:7-10; 1V 12: 28-14:19;
18:20 ti;ls 2:6-9, Gr 2-3, va cac doan khac.

29 ssch Talmud Babylon, Yoma 69b va cac doan song song. L&i xac quyét
nay that khé ma chap nhan duoc, trir phi khdng biét dén nhimng 16i
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nhién, ho da to ra rat y thirc 1a phan lén cac nghi thirc
thd tu noi cac nén vin hoa duong thoi chung quanh ho,
va nhiéu khia canh trong cic nghi thic 4y la rat thu hat
déi voi nhiéu ngudi Do Thai, dii cac hinh thirc phung tu
5y ¢6 roi vao trong dinh nghia ctia Kinh Thanh vé viéc
tho ngau tugng. Cac gido si Do Thai tuyét déi cAm ngudi
Do Thai ¢ bit cir mbi tuong quan nao voi luong dan, du
la gian tiép, ma c6 nguy co 161 kéo ngudi Do Thai vao
viéc thor ngdu tuong. Cac thiy ciing cAm ngudi Do Thai
ching nhimg khong duogc truc tiép va ¢é tinh thuc hanh
viéc tho ngdu tugng, ma con khéng duoc bing cach nay
hay cach khac va du 1a tinh c6, ¢6 phong cach théi d6 c6
thé dua dén chd lam cho nham hiéu la minh dang ¢6 hanh
dong tho ngau tuong® hodc khong duge gian tiép lam
c& cho mot ngudi khong-Do Théi di dén hanh dong tho
ngiu tuong.®' Céc rabbi cin tao nén nhing hang rao nhim

kich bac chéng lai viéc ngudi Do Théi thd ngau tugng trong giai doan

Pén Tha Thu hai. Xin xem muc tif “Idolatry” trong cuén Encyclopaedia

Judaica.

Chang han, sach Mishnah cdm di dén mot noi - mot thanh pho hoac

mét phan cta thanh phé - & d6 ¢6 viéc thd ngau tugng (Avodah Zara

1:4); giai thich vé lénh cdm &y, sach Ta/mud dua ra ldi ngan cdm hanh

dong nghiéng/ci minh — du dé Idy mét manh vun ra khéi chan, dé uéng

nudc hay lugm cac dong xu danh rai ciing khéng dugc - noi ché co dat
ngau tugng, dé tranh bi hiéu lam la dang cli minh trudc ngau tugng

(Babylonian Talmud Avodah Zara 12a).

3 Nhitng thi du c6 dién vé diéu nay c6 bao gém ca viéc cdm giao dich
buén ban véi luang dan nhitng ngay sat trudc nhiing dip I& mimg, lé hoi
cla ho, sg ring trong dip |€, ho sé cdm on cac than cla ho vé cadc méi loi
ho thu dugc (Mishnah Avodah Zara 1:1-3), cing nhu viéc cdm nhimg vu
giao dich buén ban kéo theo &i thé qua do luong dan kéu cdu cac than
cla ho (Babylonian Talmud Bekhorot 2b; Sanhedrin 63b).

30
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ngan chin cac méi tuong tac xa hdi va kinh té giira nguoi
Do Thai va khong-Dothdi, bing cach 1y tudng héa va ting
cudng cam thirc vé su viéce ftraen cén phai ding riéng ra
thi méi tu bao ton duogc chinh minh.*2 Cho dii anh huong
rabbinit trong céc lanh vyc 4y chi ¢6 thé timg budc udn
nan nén doi séng thue sw Do Thai, thi su viéc ngudi Do
Théi ngay cang bi gi¢i cam quyén kit6 dat ra ngoai 1& doi
song ton gido, chinh tri va kinh té da tich cuc giup cho
ngudi Do Thai tiép nhin quan diém rabbinit nhu thé kia
vé mdi quan hé ly tuong ho cé dbi vdithé gidi. Néi cach
khac, truyén thong san c6 da trg thanh phuong cach nhan
thirc va bién minh cho mét thuc trang kho wa.

Mt khéc, tinh trang kinh té cta cong dong Do Théi —
cling 1am cho céac rabbi quan tdm dén (boi d6 1a thanh
phan trong nd luc thanh héa hét moi khia canh ctia cudc
séng nhur da ban téi) — doi bugc ngudi Do Thai phai ¢6
kha ndng sinh hoat trong nhirng xa hoi rdng lon trong do
ho dang sinh séng. Cac thdy rabbi hiéu ro ring néu cac
giai thich ctia ho vé Torah da tro thanh qua nhét nhiém,
dén do dan ching khong thé nao lam an thanh cong phat
dat duoc, thi lac do c6 thé Torah khong con la subi nguf‘)n

32 Nhiing phat hién khao c6 tai ving dit ltraen ciing nhu cac tac pham
van hoc khéng-Do Théi cho thay ro rang dé 1a mét ly tudng rabbinit
hon la mot hién thuc xa hdi cé that. Gigi hoc gia hién nay nghi rang
ngudi Do Thai va ngudi Réma, va sau nay, ngudi Do Thai va ngudi kitd
séng hoa lan vdi nhau kha tu do, it nhat la trong thé ky IV. Xin xem
chang han, phan tom tat vé diéu thdy rd nay trong tac pham ctia Daniel
Boyarin, Dying for God: Martyrdom and the Making of Christianity and
Judaism (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University, 1999), cach riéng la
phéan dan nhap.
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su séng, va diéu do di nguoc lai voi nguyén tic cia hau
phép ché rabbinit, duoc rit ra tir Pnl 30:15, xac dinh ring
viéc chon lua séng theo Torah phai 1a mét su chon lwa c6
vii su séng. Nhu thé, nhitng 1ap truong than hoc ly thuyét
va thuc té da gap nhau trong mot tinh trang cang thing
c6 kha ning lam niy sinh nén nhimg nd luc vmg dung
cac nguyén tic (Kinh Thanh) diy tinh sang tao, dua dén
chd cai thién nhimg han ché cua Torah. Trong trudng
hop ching ta dang ban ddy, hdu nhu ngay tir ddu, khi
thiét dat nhitng han ché git gao trong 16i giao dich déi
XUr v6i nhimg nguoi thd ngdu tuong, cac rabbi da tim ra
nhimg cach thirc dé mién trir ra loai ngudi néi trén day
(cic ngudi thd ngdu tugng), cic luong dan ma & gifta
ho ngudi Do Thai dang song, dic biét la & nhimg noi
diéu d6 anh huéng dén doi song kinh té cta cong dong
Do Théi. Thuc ra, 1ap trudng than hoc van khong bao gioy
thay déi: phap ché rabbinit truyén thong van gitr 16i dinh
nghia nhimg c4ch hanh dao dudi dang “tho ngiu tuong”
theo mét nghia kha rong; va biang moi gia, ngudi Do Thai
khong duoc théng du vao nhitng 16i thuc hanh nhu thé.
Tuy nhién, cac rabbi hiéu ra ring c¢6 nhiéu cach hanh 16i
cua luong dan dugc cho phép sir dung, tirc chung khong
mang tinh chét sung bai ngiu tugng, doi voi chinh lwong
dan; diéu d6 lam giam diu nhiing han ché, it nhat 1a trong
quan hé kinh té giira ngudi Do Thai voi luong dan.
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NGUGT KHONG-DO THAI VAN LA NGUOT
THUOC DONG GIONG ONG NOE

Céch c4c rabbi giai thich Kinh Thanh ciing d4n ho
dén mot cach hiéu khac vé nhitng ngudi khong-Do Thai,
mot cach hiéu c6 tiém nang tich cuc hon. Theo sach Sang
Thé, toan thé nhén loai sinh ra khong nhimg tir Adam va
Eva khong théi, ma con rd rang hon, 1a tir N6€ va cac con
ong nita. Thé nén, toan thé loai nguoi, Do Thai va khong-
Do Théi, déu phat nguyén tir mgt ngudn gdc chung, xét vé
mit sinh hoc (va do d6, ca vé& mit tinh than thiéng liéng),
va khac biét so voi bat cir tho tao nao khac boi 18 duoc
tao dung theo hinh anh Thién Chuia. Céc rabbi hiéu ring
Thién Chiia da trao giri ddy di nhimg tiém ning cho loai
ngudi tién-Do Thai 4y, nhimg tiém nang tén vimg cho
dén ca hau dué cta ho. Cac dan nudc (goyim) thi hanh
y muén cua Thién Chua, va duogc ké 1a cong chinh khi
ho dén nhan nhimg gi cac rabbi goi la bay diéu luat cua
dong gidng N6é. Tinh chét dic trung dy cia itraen & gitra
loai ngudi ndm & chd Itraen — trude tién véi Abraham réi
sau do véi Mosé — da nhan dugc thém nhirng 161 hira va
giao udc khac nira tir Thién Chua, lam cho ltraen c6 trach
nhiém dbi vai mét tong b trong trach phic tap va doi
hoi khit khe hon, dugc biéu dat qua 613 diéu luat. Nhu
thé, nét dic tuyén cia itraen khong phai la dé nhan dugc
phan thuong hodc on ciru dé dic biét (cho riéng mdt minh
minh), nhung la dé phuc vu Thién Chua mdt cach dac
biét, vai tron tinh yéu thuong.
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Vian ban xua nhét biét duoc — viét héi thé ky IIT CN,
chira dung cac diéu luat dong giéng Noé — ghi lai ring:
cac con 6ng No6¢ da nhan dugc ménh 1énh lién quan dén
bay diéu luat: vé viéc xét xir; vé viéc tho ngiu tugng; vé 1oi
pham thugng (bang bd); vé hanh vi v6 ludn gioi tinh; vé
viéc giét ngudi: va vé hanh déng cudp trom; [cling nhu
vé viéc an chi thé con vét con séng].”

David Novak lwu y ring truyén théng nay néi lén
mot hoan canh trong d6 khong con c6 mdt than thé trung

-

gian nhu “nguoi kinh so Thién Chua” (god-fearer) hoac
“ngoai kiéu thuong tra” (“resident stranger”/ger toshav)
trong thoi Pén Tho Thir Hai, gitta Do Thai va luong dén.
Nguoi Do Thaico bdn phan tuan thu toan by Zorah; con
luong dan thi phai tudn tha cac diéu ludt ghi trong mét
danh sach xwa hon va ngin hon. Do Thai va luong dan

33 Tosefta Avodah Zarah 8:4. GiGi luat thu bay thiéu mat & trong ban chép
tay Zuckermandel ddu tién, nhung do 1a mét trong cac gidi luat Thién
Chua da ro rang truyén xuéng cho 6ng Noé (Kh 9:4). C6 gidi thich tung
gidi luat mot trong cac gidi luat, bd viét tiép Tosefta da danh mot phan
binh luan dai cho diéu cam ky (thi€u mat) d6, va nghi rang do la do
su thiéu sot clia ngudi chép tay ban viét do. Xin luu y Ia nhiing ban
viét rabbinit sau nay rat sau gidi luat dau tién trong cac gidi luat ay ra
tl Kn 2:16, gidi luat Thién Chua truyén cho Adam, va Ngudi chi gil lai
gidi luat thu by, gidi luat dac biét, dé trao cho dong gidng 6ng Noé
(Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 56b va cac doan song song). Vé nhiing
vu tranh ludn lién quan dén Luat dong giéng N6é, xin xem Novak,
Image, hoac Jewish-Christian Dialogue: A Jewish Justification (New
York: Oxford University, 1989) chuong 1, ttr. 26-41. Xin cing xem Saul
Berman and Steven S. Schwartzchild, "Noachide Laws,” Encyclopaedia
Judaica.
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nhian dugc ménh 1énh khac nhau trén con dudng dén toi
thanh thién.**

Lam sao ching ta hiéu ra duoc khai niém kia? Can
ghi ra day diéu hién nhién sau day: khai niém vé cac diéu
ludt dong giéng N6é phai duge hiéu theo pham tri co
ban nhét trong thdn hoc Do Thai gido rabbinit va ap dung
cach hidu d6 cho phin nhan loai con lai trong thé gidi.
C6 thé twong duong doi chiéu diéu d6 voi diém co ban
trong gido ly Kitd gido x4c dinh ring moi nguoi déu dugc
ctru d9, nhung chi dugce ctiru do nho Pue Kitd, cho du ho
khong y thirc duge 12 nhu thé. Pbi voi ngudi Do Thai, thai
do thich dang truéc mat Thién Chia dugc dinh rd trude
tién va trén hét bai cac diéu khoan gido udc Itraen co véi
Thién Chua, tic 1a sach Torah. Cac diéu khoan ctia giao
ude ay da duoc giai thich rd rang va chi tiét trong céc gidi
luét (mitzvor) do Thién Chua ban ra, va dugc tuan thu mot
cach ly tuong, vi long mén yéu déi voi Nguoi. Céc gidi
luat éy cAu tric nén cudc hién hiru ca nhan va cdng doan
trong d6 Thién Chua la mdt ddi tac (partner); cac thong
s6 ctia nén van hoa phat xuat tir @6 xac dinh cho ngon tir
than hoc Do Thai. Vi Thién Chua di trao ban sach Torah
cach riéng cho Itraen, chir khong phai cho phan nhan loai
con lai trong thé gidi, nén Do Thai gido khong thé tu y néi
1a Thién Chtia mudn phan nhan loai con lai [ngoai itraen)
trong thé gioi bi rang budc boi hét moi diéu khoan cua
Torah. Tuy nhién, thuc su, nhitng doi hoi Thién Chua dé

3 Novak, Image 25-34.
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ra trudc thoi nii Sinai c6 chira dung mét danh sach ngén
hon ghi cac gidi ludt; cic gidi luat nay bao gdm 1énh cim
lién quan dén céac toi chinh: giét nguoi, vo ludn gidi tinh,*
va thd ngiu tuong.* Do viy, cdc gidi ludt nay thiét cau
mot dang cach dao dic thich dang — tirc mitzvot — cho
phén con lai trong loai ngudi; va Do Thai gido dé dang
nhan ra nhimg chi thi phap ly dé trong cic giao huin
ctia hiu hét cac tén gido thé gidi. Vay, quan diém truyén
théng cta ngudi Do Thai vé ngudi khong-Do Thai dam
ré tir nhimg pham tri ndm trong cach hiéu ma Do Thai
gido ¢6 vé mdi quan hé ciia minh v&i Thién Chua. Déi voi
ngudi Do Thai tién-tan dai, 161 hiéu vé thé gidi loai nguoi
mang tinh cach hién nhién va tiém thirc. Chi trong thoi dai
ngay nay méi c6 thé dit ra cdu hoi cé phai nhimg pham tru
khai niém 1am khung cho gi6i luat dong giéng N6é doi phai
dat dinh cdu tric van héa — khong hiéu néi hodc khong
thich dang — cho nhimg nguoi khéng-Do Théi séng bén
canh chung ta. Dau vdy, cic giéi luat 4y van con la mot
phédn then chét cua gia san Do Thai. Thach dé 1a & chd
can phai giai thich ching lai trong thoi nay.

Quan diém ndi bo Do Thai thi cho ring céc gioi luat
dong giong Noé da mang lai két qua thuc tién la tao ra
duoc mét tiéu chuan so sanh, dé dua vao d6 ma phan
loai cac dan nude va xac dinh mirc dd co thé cua cudce
ngudi Do Thai song chung voi cac dan nude dy. Nhing
35 Muén chi vé cac trudng hop loan luan va ngoai tinh.

36 T4t ca cac gidi luat khac déu c6 thé ‘thuong luong’ khi can d& c6 thé ciu
mét mang ngudi.
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ai nhan gitlr cac gidi luét kia, thi duong nhién (ipso facto)
ho duge cdm 1a ngudi cong chinh va cong doan ho duge
coi la van minh. Piéu d6 gitp cho viéc hop tac kinh té
va chinh tri cling nhu viéc trao dbi vin hoa va ddi thoai
trd thanh c6 thé. Phan 16n luong dén song véi hodc bén
canh ngudi Do Thai dé dang hoéi du bon doi hoi kia. Ho
¢6 chinh quyén véi thé ché luat phap; ho coi giét nguoi,
trdm cudp va vé luan gidi tinh 1a nhitng hanh dong toi
pham.

Then chét hon nita 1a nhimg van d lién quan dén
viéc thér ngdu tugng va cac dang toi pham di kém theo,
tirc 1a bang bd Thién Chiia va dang nhimng 1& vat lay tir
con vit séng.”

Nhu Novak néu rd, ¢ hai cach hiéu céc gisi luat dong
gibng Noé. Hoac ching 1a mot phuong thire nguoi Do Thai
diing dé chi phéi cac dan nude khac, hodc chung néi 1én
ly tuémg triét thdn ma cac din nude mudn thuc hién do
chinh ho tu lya chon. Rd rang 1a trong qua trinh hai thién
ky qua, réat it c6 co hoi qua d6 truong hop thir nhat xay ra
néu khong phai chi nhu 12 mot suy nghi 1y thuyét, boi vi
ké tir thoi dé qudc Roma cho téi nam 1948, ngudi Do Thai
da khong ¢6 duge mot qudc gia cé chii quyén, va ngay ca
nudc ftraen bay gidr ciing chi 1a mot qudc gia dan su tu
cin ban, chi ap dung luat phap ton gido trong cac van dé

37 Novak nghi rdng phan (g rabbinit d&i vdi théi tuc té tu cha luong dén
lay dut trai tim ra khoi con vat séng, da dan dén viéc hiéu diéu dé - mét
céch di thudng - nhu la ndm trong ludt cdm an chi thé lay tir mét con
vt séng, nhu nhu thdy ghi trong danh sach 8y (Image 240-41).
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hé tich ctia ngudi Do Thai. Luat phap nude itraen khong
nhic gi dic biét dén than thé dong gibng N6é cna bit cir
mot ai. Ngudi khong-Do Thai phai gilr ludt dan sy nhu
moi nguoi khac, nhung khac vai ngudi Do Thai, ho cé thé
chon luat ton gido hodc dan su ho mudn cho viéc cir hanh
hon phéi, cac nghi thire tré lai va tong tang. Nhu thé, trong
bat cir diéu kién thuc tién va khéng-canh chung nao, cac
gioi luat kia cling can dugce coi nhu 12 thude dang loai thir
hai, tirc thuéc mot dang loai twong tu nhur ludt tu nhién.*®

Nhung, khai niém nay thuc ra da mang lai mét tac
dung thuc tién. Trong nhitng thé ky séng than phan thiéu
s6 tai nhimg méi truong ¢ dinh liu véi cac van @& kinh
té, nguoi Do Théi da cé thé tim ra cach vuot qua duogc
nhimg diéu luat theo phap ché rabbinit cAm tuong quan
v6i cac ngudi tho ngdu tuong, bing cach hiéu l1a nguoi
lang giéng ctia minh dang sdng trong nhimg diéu kién ma
dong gidng Noé duge phép sdng. Chinh cac rabbi sach
Talmud da hiéu 12 ngudi Réma ngoai gido chi don thuan
sémg theo phong tuc cha 6ng ho va thuc su ching tin tudng
gi khi bé ngoai ho tham du cac nghi thirc tho ngau tuong.
Va badi vi y cua ho la tho phung Thién Chua qua cac nghi
thirc ay. cho nén thuc su ho khéng phai la nhimg nguoi
tho ngau tuong.* Nhimng bang chimg thong thuong biét

38 Novak da chi tiét khai trién chu dé nay trong tac pham clia 6ng, Natural
Law in Judaism (New York: Cambridge University, 1998), cach riéng la
chuong 6: “Noahide Law and Human Personhood,” 149-73.

39 Novak, Image 124-29. Khéng c6 chuyén ap dung loai nay cho ngudi kit
va ngudi Héi gido, la nhitng ngudi ma ngudi Do Thai da c6 nhiing tuang
quan c6 y nghia nhat trong lich si. Trit mét s6 mén phai Phat gido ra,
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duogc khong cho phép xac dinh 14 Do Thai gido rabbinit
c6 khai trién hay khong, mot giai dap thin hoc dic trung
cho tinh trang anh huong Kitd gido ngay cang thang troi.
Khéng may may phén biét vé mit tén gido, cac vin ban
rabbinit mot muc coi Dé qubc Bidangtin 1a “Roma.” Kitd
giao dam ban chit luong dan cta Phaold, viéc khai trién
than hoc tam vi, va thém vao d6 1a da bimg phat ctia khoa
anh tuong thanh (iconography) phong phu di kém theo,
da l1am cho nguoi Do Thai kho ma chép nhén duoc nguoi
kit6 chi ther mot Thién Chua (déc thin) va khong the ngiu
tuong. Vi thé, ngudi Do Thai khong thdy can phai khai
trién mot dang quan hé riéng nhim thich rng voi thé gioi
kit6 giao.®

C6 thé viéc gap g& voi lap truong doc than triét dé
ctia Hoi gido da tao ra co hdi cho da mo rong va tAm quan
trong ngay cang lén dan ctia khai niém dong giong Noé.

thi cdc ton gido chdu A tu ban chat, mang theo nhitng thach dé gai goc
hon, bdi Ig, do la nhitng tén gido da than va theo ngdu tugng. Xem ra
da cé nhiing trung tdm dang ké clia nén van minh Do Thai bt va gii
lién hé déu dan vai nhitng nguai theo cac truyén théng ay nham tim ra
nhiing cach giai thich coi ca ho nita ciing thudc dong giéng Noé.

Dé tdm clu day du vé diéu nay, thi cdn phai am hiéu nhiftng méi tuong
tac phuc tap gilfa ngudi Do Thai va ngudi kitd vao ba hay bon thé ky
dau trong qua trinh tién hoa cla ca hai phia, dan tgi viéc hinh thanh
nhifng hé théng tén gido hoan chinh. Han la ca hai phia 3nh hudng hé
tuong dén nhau, tich cuc ciing nhu tiéu cuc, va biét dugc ring mét mat
thi ¢6 tinh trang giao dich van héa va xa hoi di dé cé thé thay xudat hién
thai d6 ddi choi ra mat tir cd hai phia, tuc tir phia cac rabbi cing nhu
tit nhitng ngudi nhu Gioan Kim Khau, vd mat khéc thi ¢6 nhiing trao
ddi dang chu y trong gidi hoc gid nhu Origéné chdng han vdi cdc rabbi
duong thai. Nhung, du sao, viéc tim hiéu thin hoc cla “phia kia” thi
khong phéi bao gig cing la chuyén dién ra & ngoai dudng phd.
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Trong thé gioi Hoi gido, tir Ba Tu cho t6i Tay Ban Nha,
nhitng tuong quan van hoéa Do Thai véi nguoi Hoi gido
lang giéng dat téi mic do hét sirc cao. Viéc trung tam
hanh chinh cua thé gi¢i Hoi gido duoc doi dén Baghdad
niam 762, tic 1a & gan cac hoc vién rabbinit hang dau
trong viéc nghién ciru va giang day luat talmudit, da trung
hop g6p phén rit 16n vao viée tao uu thé thé gidi cho viée
tim hiéu vé Do Théi gido cua sach Talmud Babylon nay
da tro thanh luét, ké ca cac giao huén cta sach nay vé
dong gidng No6é va viéc thd ngiu tugng.

Mbt khi ngudi Do Thai & Chau Au thoi trung cb da
lam quen voi 161 suy ludn tri thire tinh vi, ho bt ddu tim
cach giai thich cc truyén thng talmudit kia sao cho an
khop voi thé gidi ho dang sdng, va da dat cac rabbi ddi dién
véi nhimg thach d6 Kito giao goi 1én.# Bén trén mat, di
nhién Kité gido van 1a dang tho ngiu tuong. Nhung, c6 mot
nhu cAu bach thiét vé& mit kinh té va xa hoi ddi voi nguoi
Do Thai & Chéu Au la phai lam sao dé c6 thé budn ban véi
ngudi kitd ma khong gy c& cho ho tién hanh nhitng hanh
41 Nhiing ghi chép trong van chuong clia viing séng ‘Ranh’ cho thay la tur
héi ddu thé ky X, da cé viéc dan than tich cuc tim hiéu cac truyén théng
talmudit, va cac ghi chép dy cho thdy ra tinh trang chéng déi nham vao
gidi c6 quyén geonic (Geonim) & Babylon diing ding sau Talmud. Céc
trudng phéi nay chi phéi ca Chau Au Kité gido cho tdi ltic xdy ra vu tham
sat cdc cong doan 8y thai Thanh Chién dau tién. M6t hoc gia nghién ciu
vé cac trudng phai dy la Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki (Rashi, +1105) da tinh c&
tim thdy truéing phéi cia minh c6 mat tai mién bac nudc Phap, & thanh
phé Troyes, mot thé hé trudc. Cac chau ndi ctia 6ng da md dau phong
trao Tosafist d€ tim céch gidi quyét cac tuong khac gilfa gido hudn
talmudic va 16i hanh sif thuc té tai chadu Au duang thdi, ké cd nhitng quy
dinh ké ngudi kité vao s nhitng nguti thd ngau tugng.
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dong the ngiu tuong; hanh dong ma—theo tur cach 1a thude
dong gidng N6é — ngudi kitd khong duge 1am. Va nhu thé,
dwa trén nguyén tic nay 1a khong thé nao sach Torah lai
¢6 y mudn budc con dan phai di vao canh khén khd ban
cung, va y thirc nhiém vu cta ho la phai tim cho ra nhiing
cach giai thich mai, cac rabbi lanh dao trong thoi thé ky
XII va sau do, da thdy ra mot cach hiéu méi vé Kitd gido
c6 kha ning giai téa cac han ché talmudit.2 Rabbenu Tam
day ring tu n6, hinh tuong céc kité hitu dung khong phai 1a
dd vét tho tu, va rang kinh nguyén huéng dén cac thanh,
hodc ngay ca Ba Ngdi cudi cung rdi cling thuc su huéng
vé v6i Thién Chiia, qua mot céch thire trung gian; cac diéu
d6 ngudi Do Thai khéng duoc 1am, nhung c6 thé lwong dan
dugc phép lam. Vi vay, lam ¢& cho ngudi nao 1dy céc danh
xung kia ma thé thét thi khong phai la mot hanh dong bi
cAm do gian tiép khuyén khich viéc tho ngau tuong.® Boi
16 thé dong mét chd trong yéu trong lanh vuc 1am &n budn
ban thoi trung cd, nén 1& thoi nay kéo theo nhirng hiu qua
c6 tdm quan trong dang ké vé& mit kinh té trong mot thé
giéi ma ngudn thu nhdp cua ngudi Do Théi cang ngay
cang bi han ché do chinh sach hodc do su khuyén khich
cua gido hdi. Quy dinh kia cling tao nén co sé cho ca viée
chép nhén ngudi kitd mot cach coi ma hon, coi ho nhu 1a

42 e phuong phap Tosafist dung vao viéc giai thich van dé nay, xin xem
Ephraim Kanarfogel, “Progress and Tradition in Medieval Ashkenaz,
Jewish History 14 (2000) 300.

43 Tosafot, Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 63b, s.v. “asur” va cac doan song
song. Vé doan vi€t nay, xin xem trong Novak, Image 130-35, va Jewish-
Christian Dialogue 42-53.
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nhitng ngudi hoan toan thude dong gidng Noé, séng dung
ludn 1y dao duc va biét t6n trong lut phap, theo suy nghi
vao cudi thoi trung cb.«

Cho dén day, cac cach phan loai bai viét ban dén trudc
day, khong phan biét trén 1y thuyét, mét “dan nuéc” véi
mot dan nudc khac. Tuy nhién, mét vai nha uyén bac da
thuc su nhinnhén ca tinh chit doc than tinh tuyén cua Hoi
gido 14n cich thirc Kitd gido dung Cuu Uéc. Maimonides
(#1205, Caird) day nhu sau qua mot doan viét bi Gido hoi
kiém duyét vi bat ddu véi chu truong cho ring khéng c6
kha ning nao cho thiy Pirc Giésu la Ding Mésia:

Tat ca nhimg gi lién quan dén Giésu Nadarét va
6ng Itxmaen dén tiép sau, chi don thuan nham muc
dich don duong cho vi vua Thién Sai, va chuén bj
cho toan thé gii biét mot long mét y phung tho
Thién Chua... Nhur thé, niém hy vong thién sai, luat
Torah va cac diéu ran da try thanh nhimng chu dé
quen thude... [noi] nhiéu dan téc khong cit bi trong
tam long éﬁng nhu trén xac thé.*

Tir d6, Maimonides hiéu rang Thién Chua da giri Dirc
Giésu (va Muhammad/Mahomét) nhu la mot phan trong

4 Xinxem phén viét Novak ban vé cach hiéu clia Menahem Ha-Meiri trong
Image, 351-56, va Jewish-Christian Dialogue 53-56. Meiri nhin nhan viéc
ngudi kitdé thiy c6 bén phan phai di theo cac gidi luat phu thém cla
Torah, vuot xa hon cac gidi luadt dong giéng Noé, 1a mét cach thic chinh
dang va tich cuc néi Ién long dao.

Mishneh Torah, Law of Kings, chuong 11. Xin xem Novak, Images 134-42
ban vé hét cdc van ban ‘maimonid’ quan trong.

45
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tién trinh chuén bi cho thoi dai thién sai, 1a giai doan ciru
do trong d6 cac ngudi cong chinh thude dong gidng NoOé sé
duogc du phén.

Dé cudc khao sat duoc quin binh thi cin phai nhic
so dén su kién nay la & dau viéc kiém duyét kité gido cho
phép, thi & do viéc ngudi Do Thai trinh bay, mé ta vé
nguoi kit va Kitd gido (va & mot mirc nhe hon vé ngudi
Hoi gido) mot cach hét sirc tidu cuc, ké ca khi co dip néi
thoang dén phung tu. Diéu d6 xuét hién nhu 13 thai do img
dap trude tinh canh ngudi Do Théi bi Gido hoi Kitd don
qua bén 1é xa hoi, ché bai va bach hai véi nhitng cudc truc
Xuit, giét hai, nhitng gioi han trong c6ng an viéc lam, ciing
nhu nhitng dp luc thuong xuyén 161 kéo tro lai. Da khong
c6 mdt dong co nao thic give ngudi Do Thai thoi tién can
dai séng trong dét kitd gido khai trién mot nén than hoc
tich cuc vé tin hiru cac ton gido khéc.

KHOA CANH CHUNG DO THAI
VOI NGUOT KHONG-DO THAI

Nhiéu van kién cong gi4o to ra tha thiét quan tam dén
viéc tim xem c6 phai va bang cach nao on ctru do c6 thé
dat dugc hodc dat duge day du tron ven ngoai dirc tin
kité va cac thé ché kitd. Cau hoi co ban cac van kién kia
va phan I6n nhitng ngudi am hiéu gido hudn kité dat ra
vé tin hiru t6n gido khac la: “Co cau t6 chirc va céc tin
ngudng cia ton gido 4y ¢6 tao nén duge nhimg diéu kién
can thiét kha di mang lai on ctru d¢ cho dao hiru cia minh
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khong?” Nhu di thay, cau héi co ban Do Thai gido truyén
théng dat ra dbi véi tin hiru t6n gido khac thi lai khac:
“Co céu to chirc cua t6n gido (khong-Do Thai nao dé) cb
cho phép thanh vién ctia minh giir tron cac diéu luat cia
Thién Chua khéng, cac diéu luat dong gidng N6é khong?”
Néu c6, néu cac tin hiru ton gido Ay tuan theo gido huin
clia 16n giao minh, thi ho duogc ké vao sé hasidei ‘umot
ha’olam (nguoi cong chinh/thanh thién cua cac dian nudce
trong thé gidi) “ tirc ho 12 ngudi tét, ngudi séng theo ludn
ly dao duc truéc mat Thién Chua. Do do, (1) chung ta
¢6 thé chung séng mot t6t dep trong thé gioi ndy; va — it
quan trong thua — (2) nguoi cong chinh, Do Théi ciing
nhu khong-Do Thai, déu c6 thé mong dugc “du phan vao
thé giéi mai ngay.” Diéu d6 — dién ta theo ngén tir kitd
giao thi — c¢6 nghia la cac nguoi cong chinh thudc dong
giong Noé ciing s& dugc ciru d.” Nhu thé, khong cén
phai c6 mdi lién hé giira tinh trang duoc tuyén chon cia

46 Nhirng ngudi khong-Do Thai da tung ctu gitip ngudi Do Thai trong
thdi gian xdy ra cudc Tan Sat ngudi Do Thai (Holocaust) déu dugc nudc
ftraen ngay nay céng khai va chinh thic tén vinh, coi ho la “lugng dan
cong chinh.”

Vi ham ngu nhiéu y nghia phu, nén ngén tir kitd trong tiéng Anh khi néi
vé thai canh chung theo nghia Do Théi thudng 6 tranh ding ti “save”
(cttu d6) cing nhu cac tir cung géc, va thay thé bang tir “redeem” (chuéc
lai) vdi nhiing tir cing géc. Tiéng Hipri dung dén it nhat 3 tir khdc nhau
dé chi vé khai niém ay: (1) g6c Y-SH-"(do &6 c6 cac tir Yehoshua, Joshua,
va cling g&c trong tiéng Hi Lap thi c¢6 Jesus, Yeshua); réi (2) G--L, va it
dung hon 13 (3) P-D-H. Xét vé mat kinh thanh, gido hudn rabbinit cing
nhu phung tu, tat ca cac tir 8y khi xudt hién, luén di lién véi cac hoat
dong cha Thién Chia trong cudc Xuat hanh, va véi viéc Thién Chua clu
dé/chudéc [traen trong tuong lai.

47
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ftraen va on ctru dg, cho dit phan 16n céc ly thuyét vé ban
chat cta on ciru do déu quan niém n6 theo cach dién dat
hodc ngoén tir quy-Do Thai.

Khéng ¢6 mot cach hiéu nao vé on ciru do trong Do
Thai gido. Neil Gillman tém lugc vin gon nhur sau vé mot
cach nhin ¢6 dién:

... ring vao budi tan cung cta thoi gian, ké chét s&
song lai va ra trude nhan Thién Chiia dé tinh sb vé
cudc séng trén tran gian nay; ring ngudi cong chinh
s€ dugc thudng cong va ke dir sé bi ludn phat; r‘fmg
mot khi dugc giai thoat khoi gong cum luu day,
ngudi Do Thai sé trd vé qué huong minh va tai
thiét dat nudc, va lam chu van mang cua chinh minh;
ring ho s& xdy dyng lai Pén Tho va té chic lai
viéc phung tu trong Pén Thoj; ring cic dan nudc
trong thé gioi sé quay quén dé hoc hoi vé Torah
v6i dan Do Thai; rang hoa binh va cong 1y s& tri vi;
ring “séi rimg s& & chung voi ciru con” (Is 11:6);
va rang moi ngudi s& nhan biét va phung thd Thién
Chua cua ftraen. Cudi ciing, toan b vién canh 4y
s& dién ra qua than thé chu dong cua mét guong
mat doan sung hodc gén nhu thin linh duoc g0l
la Dang Thién Sai (theo nghia ngir 1a “Pang Chiu
Xte Dau™).

4 The Death of Death: Resurrection and Immortality in Jewish Thought
(Woodstock, Vt.: Jewish Lights Publishing, 1997) 21-22.
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Gillman khong nhac dén “thé gidi sé dén”; xem ra la
vi cac vin ban rabbinit hai nhém tir riéng biét va diém
chdng chéo hoic diém gap g& giira chung 16 ra rat mo ho.
Ding Thién Sai s& dén vao “luc cudi thoi gian” — theo
thuat ngir tién tri — va Ding 4y sé bao hiéu cho biét vé
diém khoi dau ctia hdi tan ciing “thé gidi nay,” tuc lich sir
loai ngudi nhu chung ta biét. Didu d6 sé dan vao mét thoi
ky ém & dién vién trén trai dat; trong thoi ky dy, nhiing co
ciu t6 chirc chinh tri va ton gido cong binh chinh truc sé
dua nd r6 it nhat la gitra ftraen, c6 1& xay ra truée diéu do
1a cudc sbng lai va phan xét. Luong dan dugc théng du
vao cac bién cb Ay theo tu thé 1a luong dan; nhung nhu
la ngudi thuge dong gidng No¢, ho duge & trong mbi lién
hé voi Thién Chua. Khong 16 la cac bién cb dy co kéo dai
cho dén doi doi hay khong. Cé ngudi nghi 1a “thé gidi sé
dén” 1a coi doi doi tiép lién theo sau thoi thién sai: nguoi
khac lai nghi d6 1a phan thudng danh cho céc ca nhan sau
khi ho chét (va trudce khi séng lai).

Ciing nén lruy 1a cho t6i bay gio, “16i 16i” chua dugc
ban tdi trong cude thao luan chiing ta dang ban ddy. Theo
Do Thai gido thi nhing yéu t6 loai ngudi dua con ngudi
dén chd pham tdi ciing chinh 13 nhimng yéu t6 dua con
ngudi dén chd dat dugce nhitng thanh tuu tot dep va can
thiét. Bén phan cia con nguoi la phai biét don “khuynh
huéng xau” kia — nhu giéi tinh va tinh yéu, ham mudn
thu dic — vé phia t6t, dé lam cho chang tré thanh hiru ich,
khéng phai 1a 1am nén toi. Bét cir anh hudng can thiép nao
tir bén ngoai hoac tir Thién Chua lam cho thay ddi cau truc
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dy di thi ciing s& pha hity ludn vin minh, bai 18 khong con
két hon va sinh san, xdy dung nha cira, khéng con kinh
doanh thuong mai.* Do do, nhiing ai phin dau dé song
cong chinh hodc #n nan théng héi mdi khi 15i 1dm thi ¢6
thé hiéu rang ho s& duoc 4n thudng trong thoi canh chung.

Du hy vong cénh chung thim dwom phung tu Do
Thai gido va bao gi¢r cling hién dién, dac biét la trong
nhitng lic hon loan, nhung ngdn tir canh chung lai it
¢6 tac dung ddi véi Do Thai gido khéng-than bi (non-
mystical Judaism). Cac rabbi thuong de doa la nhirng
hanh ddng c4 nhan s& dam bao cho c6 dugc hodc lam cho
mat di chd ding & trong thé gidi mai ngay: nhung, ho chi
mot muce thue giue dan ching lam sao dé c6 mét 16i sdng
thich dang ¢ thé gidi nay hon la xac dinh ro vé tinh trang
trong ¢di doi doi. Thién Chua da giai ctru itraen trong qua
khir, khoi ach Ai Cap, va Ngai hira sé cuu d¢ trong tuong
lai. Chi tiét vé cudc ciru d6 tuong lai nay chung ta khong
duogc cho biét, trong khi d6 nhimg gi Torah xac dinh vé
cach thirc phai séng giita thé gigi nay thi chung ta da
duge cho biét. Béi cude ctru do nay tuy vao thai do séng
cua con nguoi; cho nén, chung ta 6 trong trach phai thyc
sir séng cude séng & gitra tran thé nay thé nao cho ding

4 Genesis Rabbah 9:7 (va cac doan song song), trong moét ban chud giai
vé viéc ap dung tinh tir “rat t6t" (very good) cho cdng cudc tao dung
loai nguai. Xin xem cac muc “Sin,” va “Inclination, Good and Evil” trong
Encyclopaedia Judaica. Luu y “evil inclination” (khuynh huéng xau) tu né
khéng phai la t6i 16i (sinful), nhung ding hon la kéo theo kha nang dua
dén t6i 16 khi khéng dugc kém ché (hoac nhu c6 ngudi nghi, khi bi go
ép qua do).
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v6i ¥ Thién Chua.® Vi thé, déi véi Do Thai gido truyén
théng, dang ciia phap ché rabbinit (halakhic) 14 dang biéu
dat dugc uu dai nhat.

NHUNG THACH PO TAN DAI DAT RA
,‘ -
CHO DANG CAU TRUC AY

Tuy nhién, dé dugc nhan vao cugc sdng cia thé gioi
Tay phuong, nguoi Do Thai bi doi budc phai (va nhiéu
ngudi di tim cach dé) dep bo nhimg rang rao tir phia ho
dé song hoa 13n v&i nguoi kitd, danh mat tinh chét dac
trung cua minh. Tiép theo tinh trang do 1a su viéc cé
nhiéu dang Do Thii gido xuét hién; mot sb cac hinh thirc
nay dit ra nhirng thach d cho chinh cac yéu 16 tién gia
thiét [presuppositions] trong nép séng Do Thai truyén
théng. Mot dang triét dé nhét 1a phong trao Cai cach
Do Thai gido (Reform Judaism), xuét hién 16n manh tai
Dirc quéc héi ban thé ky XIX va giang day vé mét mau
doc than gido tinh tuyén, mang tinh chit dao dirc hoc,
va do la m¢t dang Do Thai gido ngdn str trong do, nguoi
Do Thai nhin ra rang minh chinh 13 nhitng nguoi dugc
Thién Chua ty nhiém dé trd nén miu guong doi song
ludn ly, nhung khong phai bang cach t chire cude séng
minh rap theo nhimg gi¢i diéu khong thé hiéu noi khi
X' thic truyén théng kabbalit con di xa hon thé nira, dé néi ré vé nhing

hiéu qua trong vuong quéc Thién Chua, cha viéc thuc thi cac gidi ran
trén duong thé nay. Cach riéng, trong mot s6 hinh thiic than nghiém

(kabbalah) vao thai thai sau, tiéu dich nham tdi qua viéc tuan hanh cac
qgidi diéu, ré rang la dé duoc ciu chudc.
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ngan can khong dé cho hoa dong tham dy tron ven cudc
song rong 16n trong xa hoi loai ngudi. Néu thé gidi cua
ho khéng con duoc hudng dan boi gi6i luat Do Thai
[mitzvot/613], thi viéc dua vao cach thuc hanh ching
dé phén biét v6i ngudi khéng-Do Thai — cho du ching
déu 1a nhimng “giéi luat luan ly dao dirc” — da khong
¢6 duoc y nghia gi nhiéu. Tuy nhién, hoa hiém thi méi
doc thiy tinh chit khit khe vé mit thin hoc trong céc
quy dinh cua phong trao Cai cach, va trao luu nay ciing
khoéng khai trién thém duoc mét 1ap truong than hoc méi
nao vé cac ton giao khac.’' Trong thé ky XX, Mordecai
Kaplan, ngudi khai sing Do Thai gido [theo chu hudng]
Tai thiét (Reconstructionist Judaism), di minh nhién
loai bo cac y niém vé tinh chat dic tuyén cua nguoi Do
Thai.” Trong ca hai trdo luu nay, gitta nguoi Do Thai
‘thé tuc’ (secular) va dén mot muc do nao do, ngay ca
gitta nguoi Do Thai theo 16i thuc hanh truyén théng.
sach Torah va cac gioi ludt trong sach nay, hodc cach
hiéu truyén théng vé cac y niém nay, khong con noi 1én
dugc nhiing dac td ctia nén van hoa mang cén tinh Do
Thai. Giira cac thé hé nguoi Do Thai séng trong tinh
canh da dang van hda cua xa hoi Tay Phuong, nhung
manger, "Theologies of Self and Other in American Jewish
Liturgies,” trong CCAR Journal: A Reform Jewish Quarterly. Bai viét nay
chitng dan vé tinh trang hon don trong van dé nay noi cac dang phung
vu cta phong trao Cai cach.

Xin xem nhiing gi dugc néi dén lién quan dén “dan dac tuyén”
(chosen people) trong tac pham Judaism as a Civilization: Toward a

Reconstruction of American Jewish Life (New York: Macmillan, 1934) cach
riéng la chuong 19: “Cultural Nationalism as the Call of the Spirit.”

52
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ddng thoi lai y thic ring chinh sy song con ctia minh
theo tu thé 1a mét dan toc bi de doa bdi chii nghia bai
Do Thai, cac hanh dong diét ching va dong héa, bai tinh
trang hon nhan hdn hop ching toc, di diy 1én nhiing
cudc ban thao sdu réng hau tim cach xay dung cho dugc
can tinh Do Thai. Nhung, kinh nghiém, cach riéng la
kinh nghiém bai Do Thai ma t6t dinh la cudc tan sat
Do Théi (Holocaust thoi Hitler) va su viéc Itraen phai
thuong xuyén dau tranh cho cudc séng con giira mot thé
giéi Ardp thu nghich, kinh nghiém 4y da cich chung,
khong mang lai duge mét hing khoi nao cho viée khai
trién nhing 1ap trudong than hoc tich cuc vé tin hitu cic
ton gido khac.

Du viy, so voi hoan canh thoi trung ¢d, tinh hinh
hién nay rat khac xét vé thuc chat. Bat chap trao luu bai
Do Thai dang s6i suc ngdm ngam, dic biét 14 tai Chau Au
va trong thé gii Hoi gido, hiém khi nguoi Do Thai, cach
riéng tai Hoa Ky, cam thiy ngudi kité thuc sy khac véi
minh. Trong xa héi tuc héa hom nay, ton gido bi bo ra
ngoai 1&, va hau nhur déy la lan dau tién trong lich sir Kito
gido. xét vé co ban, khong con gap thiy khé khan nao
(voi nguoi kitd) trong céc tuong quan kinh té va xa héi,
hodc ngay ca trong van dé hon nhan hdn hop.** Pang chu

33 Hén nhan hén hop véi ngusi khong-Do Thai khéng dugc chdp nhan
trong Do Thai gido truyén théng, va khéng mét phong trao nao chinh
thiric dung tha. Tuy nhién, trong cudc séng tu do ctia xa héi Hoa Ky, hon
nhan hdn hgp chiém gan 50%; diéu d6 cho thay xa hoi rong rai chap
nhén hién tuong ay.
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y nhat 14 cac 1oi tuyén bd co tinh cach thin hoc cia Gido
hoi Céng gido (bit dau voi tuyén ngdn Nostra Aetate
cong bd hdi nam 1965, rdi dugce khai trién thém qua mot
loat cac van kién di kém theo), va nhiéu gido phai Tin lanh
khéc nhau ciing da bat dau tién hanh cong viée xét duyét
than hoc kité trong nhimng gi ¢6 quan lién dén ngudi Do
Thai va Do Thai gido.’* Nhung con c¢6 nhiéu diéu can tién
hanh trong nd luc ap dung vién canh than hoc dy vao hét
moi lanh vuc cudc séng.

Trong céc vankién ndi trén, chi cd6 Dominus lesus 1a da
khoi day dugc phan ung c6 y nghia tir phia Do Thai; nhu
thé c6 18 1a vi van kién nay di duogc thé gidi truyén thong
Iru ¥ dén nhiéu. Viée lén tiéng phan déi manh mé tir phia
cac thanh vién (Do Thai) d6i thoai véi phia Céng giéo
da kéo theo ca mot loat nhitng giai thich dé 1am sang to,
ngay ca tir phia nhiéu hdng y** ¢6 thé nhing giai thich nay
xem ra khong cén thiét, boi vi nguyén ban cua vin kién
da dugc bb tri dua trén thanh qua cta it nhit 1a 40 nim

34 Cothé doc thdy nhiing tai liéu mdi nhit — quéc gia cing nhu quéc té

- vé van dé trong trang mang http:l/www.bc.edu/cjlearning.
55 Xin xem céc bai viét clia cac Héng y: Joseph Ratzinger (“The Heritage
of Abraham: The Gift of Christmas,” Osservatore Romano, phién ban
tiéng Anh, ngay 29 thang 12, 2000); Edward Cassidy, “The Future of
Jewish-Christian Relations in the Light of the Visit of Pope John Paul Il
to the Hc':ly Land,” bai thuyét trinh tai cudc nhém hop thudng nién cla
Uy ban diéu phéi lién ton dién ra & Giérusalem, [traen ngay 13 thang
-3, 2001, va Walter Kasper, “Dominus Jesus,” s6 2, bai thuyét trinh tai
cudc nhém hop thit 17 ctia Uy ban lién lac Céng gido-Do Thai, dién ra
¢ New York, ngay 1 thdng 5, 2001. Cac bai nay da dugc dua lén mang:
www.bc.edu/cj learning.
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duyét xét than hoc van giir trong tam tri. Cac giai thich
kia cho thdy rd la ddi véi than hoc Cong gido, Do Thai
giao khong phai la mét “ton gido khac,” nhung ding hon
la mét ton gido dit nén mong trén gido ude kinh thanh
ma Thién Chta thiét dat véi itraen. Néu Thién Chia da
hira mang lai on ciru do cho Itraen, va néu céc 161 hira cia
Thién Chta la chén that, thi ton gido cta Itraen 1a ton gido
chinh thit va la nguén mang lai on ctiru do cho dao hiru
ton gido éy. Diéu xac dinh nay da thuc su lam cho hiéu
ring Do Théi gido khong nim trong lanh vuc nhan dinh
cua cac van kién noi trén.*

Bay gio thi dén lugt nhitng thay déi trong thé giéi
Cong gido va rong hon, trong thé gisi Kitd gido, dua ra
thach d6 doi ngudi Do Thai phai tra 1oi. Hién nay, du cé
nghiém tuc thi trao luu ddi thoai néi bd Do Thai nhdm vao
viéc xdy dung mot nén than hoc thich dang vé cac ton gido
khéc, cach riéng la vé Kitd gido, cling dang bude nhimng
budce chdp chimg, non nét.”” Mot nhom hoc gia Do Thai

36 vin kién “Reflections on Covenant and Mission,” da dugc hai phia - Van
phong thu ky dac trach céng tac dai két va doi thoai lién ton cha Hoi
ddéng Giam muc Hoa Ky, va Hoi dong Cac Hoi duang (Do Thai) - l1an dau
tién cung nhau soan thao va cung chinh thirc cong bé hoi thang 8, 2002.
Cac van dé ban thao trong van kién con dang trong tinh trang tring
nudc. Xin xem van kién va bai nhan dinh vé van kién cia hong y Walter
Kasper (6.11.2002) trén trang mang: www.bc.edu/cjlearning.

7 Xin ciing luu y ring vé co ban, thai tién tan dai, da khéng cé nhiing

tuyén b tich cuc va c6 hé théng vé Iap trusng Do Thai trong van dé nay.

Nhimg nguén liéu trung dan trén day phan I6n chi la nhitng binh luan

riéng |&. M6t phan 13 vi viéc kiém duyét cla Kité gido da lam cho cic tac

gid Do Thai bi gidgi han trong viéc xuat ban, bai khé ma cong khai viét
ra dugc mot diéu gi vé Kitd gido, nhat la khi diéu d6 mang mau sic phé
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muén bude thém mét budce trong tién trinh nhan dinh phé
binh nhim néi rong cudc ban ludn kia, voi viéc cong bd
héi thang 9 nam 2000, mgt van ban ngan goi 1a “Dabru
Emat: Mot 151 phat biéu tir phia Do Thai vé nguoi kité va
Kité gido,” c¢6 mot tip cac tiéu ludn di kém: “Kité gido
biéu dat theo ngén tir Do Thai” (Christianity in Jewish
Terms).*® Sau cac cudc hoi hop dién ra nhiéu nam qua, cac
nha dan dau tu tuong di giong 1én 10i kéu goi can phai
lam sao dé c6 thé dua ra nhimg tuyén bé thin hoc thuc
su chinh xac.

Cho dén day, tac gia bai viét chi c6 thé thir dé nghi
mot sb diém va chu dé ma mot dang than hoc nhu noi trén
day c6 thé ban dén. Han nhiéu nguoi s& khéng dong v,
nhung chi khi ban cai thi déng tam nhét tri moi 16 dang.
Bt chap hau qua rasao, Do Thai gido khong co co ciu
t6 chuc quyén binh cé kha ning khoi ddy long ton trong
va doi budc chip nhan thay déi vé mat thin hoc. Nén

binh. Phan lon cac van ban dugc biét ngay nay déu da dugc phuc ché tir
cac ban thd ban bj that lac 1au ngay trong théi trung cé. Mot phan khac
ciing la vi suy tu than hoc ¢6 hé théng khdng phai la cach thuc biéu dat
dac biét thinh hanh trong phén I6n thé gigi Do Thai, so vdi 16i ban luan
dang halakhit va 16i giai thich van ban. Maimonides c6 dugc uy thé la do
cac bai viét dang halakhit, chir khéng phai do tac pham triét hoc Guide
of the Perplexed (da gay nhiéu tranh cai) clia 6ng.
B 6 thé doc thay lai tuyén bé trong sach hodac trén trang mang: www.
icjs.org. Ciing da bét dau nghe thdy nhiing tiéng phé binh I&i tuyén bd.
Xin xem Jon D. Levenson, “How Not to Conduct Jewish-Christian Dialo-
gue,” Commentary 112:3 (December 2001) 31-37 va nhitng thu ti di tiép
theo trong s6 thang 3, 2002. Xin ciing xem cac bai viét clia David Berger
va Michael Signer vé van kién, trong sd thang 10, 2002, trén trang mang:
www.bc.edu/cjlearning.
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than hoc mai 16 dang vé tin hifu céc ton gido khac dang
duoc xdy dung va giai thich cac hiéu biét theo truyén
thdng nhu da luoc trinh trén diy.*® Khoi diém van con
nim & xac tin nay: Do Thai giao la méi quan hé dic biét
ma itraen, dén riéng, ¢6 voi Thién Chaa.*” Thién Chua,
Déng tao dung nén toan thé nhan loai, di c6 nhimg méi
quan h¢ khac nhau voi cac dan toc khac nhau. Do do, con
duong clru d — hodc 1a than trang luan ly dao dic noi
duong thé ndy — ctia mdi dan tdc thi khong bao gitr doi
budc phai tré' thanh Do Thai, nhung ding hon la phai dén
vo1 Thién Chia qua nhirng 16i nga cta (dan toc) minh.*!
Khong phai hét moikhia canh ctia cac 16i nga ay déu thich
hop hodc duge phép dbi voi ngudi Do Thai, boi 18 nguoi
Do Thai khong thé virt bo nhimg quan tam truyén thing,
phat nguén tir Kinh Thénh, lién quan dén viéc tham du
vao hanh dong tho ngdu tuong; nhung, ngudi Do Thai co

*9 C4n c6 diéu d6 thi méi c6 dugc tinh trang nhat tri, béi 1é ngudi Do
Thai truyén théng gidi thich chi khéng dut khoat doan giao vdi truyén
théng.

Nhitng nguéi Do Thai tuc gidi cé thé phan déi cach dinh nghia nay,
nhung mét nén than hoc thi khéng thé dé Thién Chua ra ngoai dugc. Bdi
vi phan I6n cac cdng doan tén gido khac khong coi minh nhu 1a nhitng
cdng doan ching toc, thé nén, can phai dua trén cac yéu t6 tén giao
ctia Do Théi gido dé déi thoai vai ho. Khéng thira nhan diéu nay (ti ca
hai phia) da lam phét sinh nhitng xung khac trong tuong quan gitta nha
nudc itraen vdi Vatican.

Noi nhu thé 1a phu hop véi cach hiéu theo 16i kabbalit duoc gan cho R.
Isaac Luria (tk 16), cho rang ca ngudi Do Thai nifa — xét theo di san ctia
minh - ciing cé con dudng riéng dé di dén vdi Thién Chua. Didu nay giai
thich cho viéc chinh trong truyén théng do, cé nhitng nghi thiic phung
tu khac nhau. Xin xem chang han Avraham Gombiner (tk 17) Magen
‘Avraham, Orah Hayyim 68.

61
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thé dua vao cach giai thich thoi trung ¢6 dé hiéu ring mot
s6 thai do hanh dong dugc phép doi voi dong gidng No&,
thi dbi voi ngudi Do Thai ciing duge coi 12 khong mang
tinh chat tho ngiu tuong.® Trong diém nay, ngudi Do Thai
hiéu ring truyén théng ctia ho vé “tinh chit dic tuyén”
khéng mang y nghia chi vé tinh chit wu viét hodc mét
mdi quan hé doc chiém véi Thién Chua, ma chi mudn
xac dinh mdi quan hé dac thit ma ho c6 voi Thién Chia,
& giira nhiéu dén téc khac.®

Piéu nay cho phép ching ta néi rong khai niém vé
cac gidi luat danh cho dong gidng Néé, dé hiéu dé chi 1a
chudn muc luan ly dao duirc 16i thiéu danh cho toan thé
nhéan loai. Do Thai gido c6 thé danh gia tich cuc va hiéu
ring gido hudn ctia mdi mét trong cac ton gido thé gidi
thi vuot rong ra ngoai muc tbi thiéu kia. Va nhu thé, Do
Thai gido c6 thé phan biét giira cac ton gido khac nhau dé
nhin nhan tinh chit doc ddo ctia ho vé mit than hoc, va
don nhan mdi ton gido trong tinh chat c4 biét clia ton gido
dy. tirc trong mot cach thirc khong thé co duge néu chi

62 ;i du: cdu nguyén vai Thién Chua qua bat cif trung gian nao, du dé la

mot vi thanh hodc ngay ca Puc Giésu, va du ¢é hinh anh (anh tugng)
hay khéng, la - khéng thé nghi ngo - hinh thic phung tu bj cdm chi
(nam trong loai th& ngau tugng theo Kinh Thanh) déi vdi ngudi Do Thai.
Nhung, ngudi Do Thai thdi trung ¢é xac dinh ring ngudi thudc dong
giong Noé chi khéng dudc the phuang cac than khac, chir khéng phai
chiu gigi han nao trong cach thic ho tho phugng Thién Chua.
63 vé diém nay, xin xem Raphael Jospe, “Chosenness in Judaism: Ex-
clusivity vs. Inclusivity” trong Covenant and Chosenness in Judaism
and Mormonism, ed. Raphael Jospe, Truman G. Madsen, va Seth Ward
(Madison, N.J.: Fairleigh Dickinson University; 2001) 173-94.
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biét coi hét moi ton gido khac déu nhu 1a nim trong loai
“thudc dong gidng N6é.” Cung lic, khuynh hudng tuong
dbi cua dang thin hoc nay khéng gy hai dén Chan ly
Than linh, béi vi Do Thai gido chi doi hoi phai nhin nhén
su hién hiru cua Thién ‘Chua, Bz‘ing Tao hoéa, va nhiing
gi6i luat co ban Thién Chua dat dinh cho loai ngudi nhu
duoc biéu dat qua 1& luat danh cho dong gidng N6é. Xem
ra Thién Chua danh gid cao tinh trang dang dang Ay giira
loai nguoi!

Nhur thé, viéc coi Do Thai gido nhu 1a mdi quan hé
dac biét cua Thién Chua vdi mét nhom nguoi dac biét,
cho phép dé dang dé ra nhimg gido huin khac nhau va -
¢6 vy nghia vé than trang than hoc cua cac dan toc khac
hon 14 gido hudn cua Kitd gido; boi Kité gido xac quyét
con dudng ctia minh 1a con dudng dich thuc, duy nhét va
phd quat dan dén on ctru d. Quan diém Do Thai sé cho
rang lap truong khing quyét nhu thé 1am cho quyén toan
nang cta Thién Chua bi gioi han, va lam nhu ngdm noi
rang Thién Chia chi ¢6 thé hoat dong trong thé gioi nay
don thuin theo mét cung cach duy nhit. Do Thai £140 ¢o
thé hiéu cac ton giao khac — dic biét la Kit6é gido va Hoi
gido — ciing 1a nhimg phuong cach Thién Chia truyén dat
y ctia Ngai cho thé giéi. Mién 1a tin d cac t6n gido cu
xur ding luan ly dao dirc voi nguoi khéc, véi Thién Chia
va voi chinh minh thi ho “s& duoce du phén vao thé gioi
mai ngay.”
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