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VIL Than Khi trong thé gi6i

Thé gidi 1a thir khong gian 16n rong va thodng dang
nhét d gi6 — Thin Khi — thoi. Mang tinh cach “vo bién vo
bd”, Than Khi khéng nhitng vuot 1én trén moi ¢bi bo ¢b
dinh, nhung con xuét hién & nhimg noi khéng ai bao gid
ngd dén. Trén nguyén tic, c6 thé tién liéu duoc ring: hé
noi nao Ng6i Loi Thién Chaa khoi cong sz’mg tao, thi noi
éy, Thén Khi s& ra tay hoan tit. B&i d6, Thin Khi hién dién
day tran trong ca khong gian 14n thoi gian va 1am cho van
vat duoc trién nd tron day, vién man.

Thin Khi trong cong cudc sdng tao

Than hoc quan niém cudc sang tao nhu 1 cong trinh
ctia Thién Chua, tirc 1 cia ca Ba Ngoi.! Du vdy, truyén
théng da quy gan cac hoat dong chuyén biét cho timg Ngoi
Vi ca biét,? chéng han nhu: Cha Tao dung, Con Ciru chudc,
Thén Khi Thanh héa. Cha sang tao qua Ngbi Loi; ma Loi
va Khi thi lai di d6i véi nhau. Trong Kinh Tin kinh, nguoi
kitd tuyén xung: “Téi tin kinh mét Thién Chia, la Cha
Toan nang, Déng Tao thanh trdi dat.” Tan Udc 1am chimg
vé vai trd quan trong ctia Con, 1a Ngoi Vi duy nhét trong
Ba Ng6i dd héa thanh thu tao. M ddu Tin Mimg thi tu,
thanh Gioan khing quyét 1a néu khong c6 Ngoi Loi —

' Xem Colin Gunton, Deus Trinitas: The Doctrine of the Triune God -
The Triune Creator: A Historical and Systematic Study, Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1998.

? Nhur khé tho sau déy trong bai Tung ca thit ba ciia Marius Victorinus
(ca. 290 — ca. 370): “Tu [Pater] creari imperas, Tu [Filius] creas, Tu
[Spiritus] creata recreas, O beata trinitas.” Tam dich nhu sau: “Ngai
[Cha] ban 1énh truyén sang tao, Ngai [Con] sang tao, Ngai [Théan Khi]
tai tao nhing gi da dwoc tao dung. Oi, Ba Ngéi déng chiic tung.” Hodc,
ding mét cach néi cé tinh cach thin hoc hon, thanh Baxilié viét:
“nguyén nhén nguyén thuy cua tao vét 1a Cha... nguyén nhén tao dung
la Con,... nguyén nhén hoan thanh la Than Khi” (On the Holy Spirit,
XV.36 va 38).
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Péng d3 mic 14y x4c pham (x Ga 1:14) — thi ciing khong
c6 tht gi duge tao thanh hét ca (x. Ga 1:1-5). Vin doan CI
1:16-17 ciing qua quyét: “Vi trong Ngudi, mudn vét duge
tao thanh trén troi cung dudi dit, hiru hinh véi vo hinh.
Dau 1a hang diing luc thin thiéng, hay 1a bac quyén ning
thuong gioi, tit ca déu do Thién Chiia tao dung nhd Nguoi
va cho Nguoi. Nguoi ¢o trude mudn loai mudn vat, tat ca
déu ton tai trong Ngudi.” Qua thuc, Pic Giésu Kitd da
duge sai dén dé lam Pau vii try; do d6, néu khong co
Ngudi, tit vii tru s& danh mét di y nghia tron ven ctia né.
Cha “da dat Ngudi lam Péng thira hudng mudn vét mudn
loai” (Dt 1:2), va “dat tt ca dudi chin Puc Kito va dat
Nguoi lam dau toan thé Hoi Thanh” (Ep 1:22). Cic vin
doan Kinh Thanh vira néu chinh la khoi diém cua dang
Kité hoc vi tru.

Vai tro ctia Chtia Thanh Than — ciing gibng nhu tinh
cach dédc thu cua Nguoi — té ra mo hd va tan man hon, hét
nhu gi6 vay, nhung lai mang tinh chét toan tai . St 1:2, mét
cdu van kho hiéu, da dé cap dén su viéc Than Khi Thién
Chua (hay ludng gi6 manh?) bay luon trén mét nude; giai
thich vin doan nay, truyén thong da coi day nhu la d4u
hiéu biéu thi strc nang tic dong ctia Than Khi dbi véi timg
hanh vi tao dung; la tdc nhan than linh, Nguoi bién dbi
khéi vat chit hdn don (chaos) cho tré thanh vii tru (cos-
mos).> V& sau, sach Thanh vinh da giup cho hiéu hon vé
c4u van vira néu: “Mot 161 Chia phén 1am ra chin ting troi,
mot hot Chia tho tao thanh mudn tinh ta” (Tv 33:6; x. Gdt
16:14); theo thanh Irénéd, day la van doan néu bat mbi

% Kinh Tin kinh cua cong déng Nixéa- Congxtangtmop goi Chua Thénh
Thén 1a “Chuta va la Dang Ban Su séng.” Truyén thong thudng coi St
1:2 nhu 13 cAu vin biéu trinh hoat déng ctia Chua Thénh Thén trong
cdng cudc sang tao. Thong diép Dominum et vivificantem (18.05.1986)
c6 doan viét: “Thén Khi Thién Chua”, theo nhu trinh thuét kinh thanh
vé cudc tao dung, 1a Béng “bay lugn trén mat nuoc...” s6 34.
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ddng tic gitta Loi voi Khi, tirc ddi tay cta Thién Chua.*
Nhét thiét phai hiéu ring Thién Chua khéng thuc hién
cong cudc sang tao mot lan duy nhét vao mot thuo xa xua
— hay, “lac kh&i ddu” — nao d6, roi lui vé ma “nghi huu”
trong thé gii doi doi cua Nguoi; trai lai, cude sing tao
biéu thi hanh d6ng vinh ciru ctia Thién Chua, tirc 13, hanh
dong sang tao khong ngimg cua Ngudi; va do do, co thé
thay rang Lo1 va Khi dang tao nén su song can ban cua
mudn lodi mudn vat ngay chinh trong lic nay diy. Thén
hoc kitd dién ta cong trinh than linh nay nhu 1 “cudc sang
tao lién tuc”. Trude hét, didu nay c6 nghia l1a cudc sang tao
kia dugc lién tuc duy tri nhd Lot va Thén Khi cta Thién
Chua, vi néu Ba Ng6i thu hdi hanh déng sang tao than linh
kia lai, tAt van vat s& lap tirc roi vao hu vé. Ké dén, cudc
sang tao nay khong hé duoc thuc hién mot 1an duy nhét rdi
théi: vii tru cang lic cang sinh s6i ndy né thém lén. Ciing
nhu thudt ngit “sang tao tir hu vo” dién ta siéu viét tinh —
hodc tinh cach khac biét hoan toan so v&i moi thu tao — cua
Thién Chua thé nao, thi thuat ngit “sang tao lién tuc” biéu
thi tinh cach ndi tai hoac su hién dién than tinh ctia Thién
Chua trong mdi loai thu tao thé 4y. Diéu nay c6 nghia 1a
cac Ngbi vi than linh lién tuc tao nén va cu ngu trong van
vét, lam cho chung tdn tai, trién nd va dat dén muc do
hoan hao, nhu 161 Buc Giésu di timg néi: “Cho dén nay,
Cha t6i van lam viéc, thi t6i cling lam viéc” (Ga 5:17).
Khong chi kham pha ra nhiéu didu bi mat 4n tang trong
vii tru, khoa hoc con hinh thanh nén mdét dang phuong
phép luén khoa hoc ma thin hoc c¢é thé ding dén dé lién
tuc dao sdu mau nhiém Thién Chta. Cic dang chu nghia

* “Thién Chua da dung chinh d6i ban tay Ngudi [tic 13 Con va Théanh
Thén] ma nin hinh con ngudi va di in hinh dang Ngudi 1én trén nhuc
thé Ngudi da nén nén; béng cach nay, ca nhitng gi hitu hinh ciing déu
c¢6 thé mang iy dung dang than linh.” Irenaeus, Demonstratio aposto-
lica, 11. Sources Chrétiennes 62, 48-49.
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duy 1y va duy khoa hoc ¢ xua déu da tit thd tu Bao gio;
trd nén khiém nhudng hon, khoa hoc ngay nay dang bat
ddu nhin nhan “chd ding” ctia ton gido. Thuyét tat dinh
kiéu duy vét da hét thoi, con thuyét tién hoa thi cé thé
duoc cit nghia theo nhiéu cach khac nhau; va nhur thé, thin
hoc c6 thé 14y thuyét vu né Iém (big-bang) va thuyét y dinh
khon ngoan (intelligent design) 1am dat dung v6 dé dinh vi
vai trd ctia Chua Thanh Than.’ L& tit, c6 thé nhin cudc
sang tao nhu 1a hanh ddng ty huy ctia Thién Chua: Thién
Chua da tao dung mot thé gi6i qua hoan hao dén dd né co
vé nhu ¢6 kha ning tu tic, tu cip ma bit chip Thién Chua.
Nhu trong céc cude thin hién khac, “4ng may” vira tiét 16
vira 4n gidu Thién Chia, dirc tin c6 kha ndng nhin 15 “du
van tay” cia Ngudi, nhung khoa hoc thi chi thdy “khéi vat
chat” clia vil tru ciing nhimg thudc tinh ctia n ma théi. La
Tinh Yéu, Cha sin sang nhén l4y rai ro khi tao nén con
ngudi ¢6 tr do ¥ chi: 4n minh di dé con ngudi c6 thé thiy
minh hoan toan tu do va c6 trach nhiém ddi véi phz‘"m con
lai cua cudc sang tao. Mang khuon mit ty hity hoan toan
ctiia Thién Chtia, Than Khi sé ludn cung cb hoat dong cua
van vt thu tao, k& ca khi chiing to thai d6 chéi tir Nguoi.

Pbi véi cap mit dtc tin, vai trd ctia Thin Khi duoc
nhan thﬁy rd rang hon qua cudc tao dung su séng, nhu Tv
104 dién ta: “Chua 4n mat di, ching rung roi kinh hii; 14y
sinh khi lai, 12 chiing tit thd ngay, ma trg vé cat byi. Sinh
khi chia Ngai, Ngai giri t6i, la chung dugc dung nén, va
Ngai ddi m6i miat dat nay” (29-30). Cude tao dirng su séng
da dat dén dinh diém ctia né khi “Pirc Chia 14 Thién Chta
14y bui tir d4t nin ra con ngudi, thdi sink khi vao 16 miii, va
con ngudi trd nén mot sinh vat” (St 2:7) va Nguoi tiép tuc
lam diéu nay dé duy tri su séng, nhu Elihu, ban cta Job da

* Ted Peters and Martinez Hewlett, Evolution From Creation To New
Creation: Conflict, Conversation and Convergence, Abingdon Press,
2003.
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noi: “Sinh khi cta Thién Chua da lam ra t61, hoi tho cua
Déng Toan ning d3 cho tdi duge séng” (G 33:4). O day,
thin hoc c¢6 dugc mét tia sang ma nhén loai hoc khéng
nhén ra: lic ndo thi mot ca thé giita ho ngudi (loai linh
trudmg) trd thanh mot nhan vi hoan chinh? Tir thoi con 1a
gido su, Joseph Ratzinger di gifr vimng 1ap trudong cho ring
chi khi buéc vao cudc ddi thoai véi Thién Chua thi ‘con
nguoi’ moi dat téi duge muce d§ trudng thanh cia ‘nhén
vi’; tac gia viét: “Dén dédy thi budc quyét dinh trong qua
trinh hinh thanh loai ngudi da budce xong. Bai 1€ con ngudi
duge cdu thanh khong phai 1a bang cach dung dén vii khi
hodc khéi Itra, cling chang phai 1a véi viée dung t6i nhiing
hinh thirc méi cta tan bao hodc vi loi, nhung la béi kha
ning con ngudi c¢6 dé bude vao trong moi tuong quan voi
Thién Chua. D6 1a diém ma gido 1y vé cong trinh tao dung
con ngudi mot cach dic biét, cho thiy 16 (trong St 1—2).
Hon hét, d6 1a tdm diém niém tin cta chung ta déi véi
cbng cudc tao dung.”® Bai vay, Thén Khi — Sinh khi — 1a
nguyén ly su song siéu viét cua hét thay moi loai sinh vét,
la tac nhan dua tao vat budc té1 mirc d6 hoan thién, thanh
mot nhén vi tron ven, va la nguén tai sinh van vét: “Sinh
khi cua Ngai, Ngai gti t6i, la ching duoc dung nén, va
Ngai d6i méi mat dat nay” (Tv 104:30). Theo do, truyén
thong d4 quy gan cong cude tao dung cho Théan Khi: “Céc
4n hué ctia Thanh Thén thi nhleu v0 ké. Khong can & cap
chi dén coéng cudc tao dung thé gidi, cude truyen sinh va
quan trj moi loai thy tao, nhu dd dugc ban & tin khoan thi
nhét, ching toi chi mudn trinh bay cho thdy ring hoat dong
trao ban su séng duge dic biét quy gan cho Chtia Thanh
Thén, va didu nay con dugc cing cd thém nhd 1o chimg

©J .Ratzinger, in Wer ist das eigentlich - Gott? Kosel Verlag, 1969,
traslated into Italian as “Fede nella creazione e teoria dell’evoluzione,”
in /I Foglio quotidiano, 23 dicembre 2005 , anno X, n. 303, pag 1.
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cua Edékien: Ta sé ban than khi cho nguoi, va nguoi sé
song.””

Loi xac tin 4y cia Cyuu Udc, dong vin chuong khén
ngoan d suy ngam va truyén lai cho Tan Uéc. Pirc Khon
Ngoan, Loi va Than Khi duoc lién két véi nhau trong céc
hoat dong sang tao, duy tri va tai tao. “Sinh khi bét diét”
cia Thién Chua, Ping trao ban su séng, “¢ trong mudn
loai mudn vat” (Kn 12:1; x. Tv 139:7-10), vi nh& chinh
Than Khi ma Thién Chua hién dién & khip moi noi. Nhan
thdy mot it ddu vét ctia niém tin 4y noi cac d4n ngoai,
thanh Phaold méi néi véi nhimg ngudi Aten rang “chinh &
noi Nguoi ma chung ta song, cir dong va hién hiru” (Cv
17:28). Hiéu duoc tinh cach két hiép cua “ddi tay”, tirc Loi
va Than Khi, ngai da tuyén xung ring: “Chta la Thin
Khi” (2Cr 3:17), va Than Khi nay la “Péng ban su séng”
(Ga 6:63) vi Nguoi d6 su sdng mai trén hét thay nhimg ai
tin vao Puc Kité Giésu (x. Rm 5:5; 8:2; 9-11; 1Cr 15:44-
45). Pén day, cai goi la “tu nhién” va “siéu nhi€n” hoa 14n
vao nhau, vi vuot én trén tAm nhin han hep thong thucmg,

“con mit dirc tin” ¢6 kha nang nhan ra chidu kich gidu 4n
cua thuec tai.

Tom két diém gido ly trén déy, Ptic Gioan Phaold II da
phat biéu: “Sach Gido Iy Hpi thdnh Cong gido nhic lai
nhu sau nhitng gi toan bd Truyen théng da day: ‘Lot va
Sinh khi ctia Thién Chua la ngudn hién hiru va su séng ctia
moi loai thu tao’ (s6 703). Va mét ban vin dbi dao y nghia
trong phung vu Bizantié c6 doan: ‘Chinh Thanh Than la
Ping cai tri, thanh hoéa va lam cho thu tao tré nén song
dong, vi Ngudi 1a Thién Chua, dong ban thé v6i Cha va
Con... Quyén ban su séng thuéc vé Than Khi, vi 12 Thién

7 Séch Gido Iy ciia Cong dong Trentd, Tin khoan VIII.
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Chuia, Nguoi bao tdn muén loai thu tao trong Cha, qua
Con’.”®

Boi d6, Gido hoi héng kéu cdu Thin Khi Sang tao —
Veni, Creator Spiritus — “hdy dén va dé 4n stung than linh
vao nhitng tim hon Ngudi da dung nén.” Chiém niém hoat
dong cta Than Khi trong cudc sang tao, nhimg tam hén
tran day Thén Khi s& ¢6 duoc céi nhin thiu suot va moi mé
vé thé gidi loai ngudi, mot thé gisi dang rét can su hiéu
biét, strc chira lanh va tinh yéu. Nhu C. H. Pinnock da néi:
“Thén Khi la quyén ning séng tao mang lai nhiéu diéu bat
ngd, diy thé gisi vao trang thai ngay ngat tinh yéu, va ct
1én trong thé gi6i 4y mot thir am vong ciia moi quan hé
than linh.” Chinh Thén Khi 12 D4ng néi lién — lién két —
tAm hén con ngudi véi mudn lodi mudn vét khic trong vil
tru, hdu tit thay van vat cé thé tr& nén mot gia dinh voi
nhimg mbi luu tdm chung: ddy 12 vin d& can ban cta thé
gidi ngay nay. Nguoi kitd phai ra sac khoi phuc lai mot
truyén thong t6 ra nhay cam hon d6i véi lanh vure nay, 1anh
vuc ma “céc cudc cach mang cong nghi¢p va cong nghe”
da timg 1am cho tré nén suy yéu di; trong céc nén vin héa
khac, cach riéng 1a & A chéu, hai chiéu kich thiéng liéng va
thién nhién c6 vé nhu dé dang sinh budc bén nhau, cing
nhau phat trién trong bau khi hai hoa, ém dep."

Chiia Thdnh Than trong thién nhién

Vé&i nhing gi da thdy trén ddy, thiét tudng cé thé noi
dén mét vii tru bi tich. Néu duogc tao dung nhd hoi thé cla

8 Pirc Gioan Phaolb I1, bai Huén gi4o trong buéi tiép kién chung, ngay
12 thang 8 nam 1998.

? Dr. Clark H. Pinnock, “The Role of the Spirit in Creation,” trong The
Theta Phi Lectures tai Asbury Theological Seminary & Kentucky, cac
ngay 3-4 thang 10, nam 1996.

1% Xem Masatoshi Doi, “Religion and Nature,” in What Asian Chr:s!:-
ans Are Thinking: A Theological Source Book, ed. Douglas J. Elwood,
Quezon City, Philippines: New Day Publishers, 1978, tt. 119-130.
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Than Khi, thi xét vé& cin ban, vil tru 4t phai mang mot
chiéu kich bi tich. Y niém vé bi tich tinh ¢6 tinh cich loai
suy, trude hét dugce ap dung cho Dic Giésu la bi tich ctua
Cha va 1a bi tich nén tang, thir d&n 13 cho 7 bi tich, va sau
hét 14 cho nhiéu thuc thé khéc, ching han nhu Gido hoi,
Loi Chua, vil try, v.v. Do d6, cong trinh tao dyng nho
quyén ning Thanh Than cling duge coi nhu 1a mét bi tich
ctia Thién Chua héng séng. D6 1a luan dé cin ban cia nén
than hoc méi sinh. Van vt trong vii tru déu kha di tr& nén
mdt thé dang mac khai vé tinh cach vo cung ctia Thién
Chiia, nhu thanh Phaold da dé cap dén trong Rm 1:19-20.
P6i v6i d6i mét duc tin, thé gidi tré nén hién hién rd rang,
nhu 161 Thanh vinh tung hé: “Troi xanh tuong thuat vinh
quang Thién Chua, khong trung loan bdo viéc tay ngudi
lam. Ngay qua mach bao cho ngay téi, dém nay ké lai v6i
dém kia” (Tv 19:1-2). Pi linh tmg viéc viét ra Kinh Thanh
thé nao, tit Thin Khi — theo mét cung céch tuong tu —
cling “linh tng” hét thay moi thyu tao nhu thé, hau ching
c¢6 thé vén 16 nhing “vét vén tay” cia E)ang Tao thanh ra
ching.

Hién dién bén trong hét thay moi loai, Than Khi Chén
ly dém bao cho viéc cac loai thu tao giﬁ vimg dugc ban
chat dich thuce ctia chiing; diy chinh la diéu kién siéu nghiém
d6i v6i khoa hoc: sy vt mang bd mit dich thuc, nghia 1a
khong bao gi&s chiing néi ddi vé ban than chiing. Ciing hién
dién bén trong dong sinh hoat tri tué cua con nguori Than
Khi Chéan ly thap 1én thir “anh sang ly tri”, khién n6 c6 thé
linh hoi dugce su that vé sy vat. Y niém cé thé trung khép
vdi thuce tai — tie [a chan ly — béi vi ca y niém lgm thue tai
déu xuét phat tir mot Than Khi Sang tao duy nhét, Dang la
Chan ly. O trong mét mbi lién hé chat ché véi nhau, than
hoc va khoa hoc déu chép nhén cdu chdm ngoén cin ban
sau ddy: “Du ké phét biéu chén ly c6 1a ai di nita, nhung hé
céi gi la chan ly thi déu xuét phét tir Chiia Thanh Than.”
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Cudc ly gidn giita dirc tin v6i khoa hoc 1a mot diéu sai 1Am
tai hai, va tinh trang bop nghet su thit khach quan — nhu
thdy trong nhiéu lanh vuc rong 16n cia nén van héa hién
dai — chinh 12 mét dang t6i pham dén Thanh Thén.

Than Khi I “Chta va 1a Pang ban S séng”. C6 thé dé
dang nhan biét Than Khi hon qua cac sinh hiru thé. Trinh
thuét vé cude tao dung con ngu:orl trong sach Sang thé da
ghi lai sy viéc Thién Chua théi sinh khi vao hinh dét sét va
bién né thanh con ngudi; tuy nhién, chinh Adam mai —
Puc Kitd — méi thue sy la con nguoi dau tién nhan ldy
Than Khi va da tr& nén “trudng tir sinh ra trude moi loai
tho tao” (CI 1:15). Prc Kitd — thi lanh mudn loai trong
troi dat (x. Ep 1:10, 22) va Sy séng nhap thé (x. Ga 1:4;
5:26; 6:48.53; 11:25; 14:16) — da chia sé sy séng cua
Nguoi voi cédc thu tao. Chinh & trong céac thu tao séng
dong ma do6i ban tay Thién Chua, Loi va Sinh khi, Pic
Kit va Than Khi, thé hién rd nhit mbi hiép luc, ddng tac
v6i nhau. Du véy, stc séng hay sinh khi 4y khong phai 1a
mot két qua tu nhién ciia qua trinh tién héa vil try, ciing
khéng phai 1a mot thir gi do duoc thdi vao khdi “vat vo tri”
(mammate matter) nhu viéc dua khi nén vao binh chira; su
song 4y 1a mét chidu kich tron ven cta moi tao vat. Triét
hoc dinh nghia Thién Chua nhu 14 actus purus, hoat dong
thuén tuy, nang dong luc thudn nguyén, va do dé, Ngudi
tao nén mot thé glcrl ning dong tu ban chit, mot vii tru
song dong, tran tré sinh khi. Puong nhién, sinh khi khong
phai 1a mot dang thuc thé don nghia; tuy nhién, tinh cich
da dang — dén d9 1am cho béi réi, 1dn 19n — ctia né lai c6
mot nén tang chung va sdu xa, tir nhitng luc cin ban ma
vét 1y hoc khdm ph4 ra noi céc hat co ban, cho dén nhimng
thuc thé con ngudi goi 1a than linh. Than Khi Sang tao thdi
sinh luc vao thuc thé (c6 thé goi la vat chét nang luong,
sinh khi, v.v.), gay ra &3 phét trién tir “vu nd 16n” cho den
“diém cubi clng’ " (omega point). Day chinh la “su song
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nay truyén din ning luc cho céc dai thién ha hay ngin ha
va — trong hanh tinh than yéu va dep d€ cua con nguoi —
chuyén di céc luc dia, 1am rung dong vo trai dat, 1am cac
ngon nui Ira phun trao, lam cho cac sinh vét xut hién,
sinh s6i ndy nd va phat trién phong phu vé gidng loai, v.v.
J. Moltmann da viét nhu sau: “Goi nhitng dang ning lugng
séng dong va sang tao d6 1a than Khi (divine Spirif), 1a bsi
vi n6 vugt 1én trén hét thay moi hitu thé — ngay ca nhimng
dang nang lugng — noé tao ra. Goi nod la Khi vii tru (cosmic
Spirif) boi vi né chinh 1a sirc séng noi tai cta nhimg gi
song dong. Nguoi Trung Hoa goi d6 1a chi, ngudi Hy lap
goi la eros, ngudi Do théi goi la ruah.”"" Panté ciling nhén
thitc rdng: “Tinh Yéu lam ving dwong va cac vi tinh ta
khéc chuyén dong”,"? bdi vi dong luc sau xa nhét hién dién
bén trong moi su la chinh “tinh yéu”, va khoi nguf")n cua
moi dang tinh yéu 1a chinh Chuia Thanh Thén. Néu sy séng
1a thanh tuu cua cdng cude tién hoa, thi d6 12 nho tac dong
dic biét ctia Than Khi, Pang giit vai trd cta “Déang hoan
tat” trong Ba Ngoi Thién Chua; khi bét clir mdt thu tao nao
dat dén mirc hoan hao cta nd, thi Théan Khi cling hién dién
& d6, thue hién tac dong dut diém (final touch) dé hoan tat
hanh vi sang tao ctia Cha. T4c gia Samuel Rayan S.J. viét:
“Théin Khi duoc ndi két véi hét thiay moi budc khai dau
16n lao. Ngudi 1a vi Chi xudng cia céc budce tién mdi mé
va 1a vi Dan dét cac phong trao méi la. Nguoi tac dong noi

'! Jiirgen Moltmann, The Spirit of Life, SCM Press 1992, p. 227; xem
Sigurd Bergmann, Jurgen (FWD) Moltmann, Douglas W. Stott (Trans-
lator), Creation Set Free : The Spirit As Liberator Of Nature, Eerd-
mans Pub Co, 2005.

"2 Divine Comedy (Hai kich tuyét diéu), Tang XXXIII, cau 145. Puc
Bénédicté XVI thuémg trung dan cau nay, ching han trong bai Dién
van doc trude cac tham du vién tai hdi nghi do Hoi doug Gido hoang
Péng tim (Cor Unum) td chirc, vao thir hai, ngay 23 thang giéng nim
2006 .
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timg budc ngodt quyét dinh trong da dién tién cta su séng
trén dia cu. Ngudi 12 Than Khi Sang tao.”"

Su séng 1a lanh vuc qua d6 dung mao thin linh 16 13
hon ca. Céc sinh hitu thé duge eros thic déy; dang “ai luc”
nay (du phai hiéu cach loai suy dén d6 di nira) 1am cho cac
sinh véat tré nén hoan hdo vai viée s& hiru ban yéu déu, tao
ra su Séng mdi, sinh sdn ban thdn chung va duy tri céc
gidng loai. Ban vé nhén loai, Ptrc Bénédictd X VI viét ring
“Bang cach nao d6, eros dam ré sdu vao trong ban chat con
ngudi”; tuong tu, diéu nay cling diing déi v6i bat ki mot
loai sinh vat nao khéc. Bang ban Su séng khoi day dong
sinh lyc séng tao — tire su song — noi sinh hitu thé, lam cho
n6 c6 thé thong phan vao ngudn Sinh luc sdng tao tuyét
d6i 1a Thién Chua. Dén ddy, tuéng cling can tranh xa 16i
quan niém — do ph1em than thuyét, hodc phong trao “Tan
Sinh” chi xudéng — v& mdt sinh vil tru c6 linh hdn 1a Than
Khi Thién Chua. Du mang tinh cédch hoan toan siéu viét,
nhung Chtia Thanh Thin vin 4m thim tiép tuc ban sinh
luc bén trong cho mudn loai dé ching hién hiru “nhiéu
hon” va “t6t hon.”

Moi “luu tim” ddc biét cia Than Khi doi véi thién
nhién va su SOng c6 thé roi mot luong sang, gitp cho nhin
16 hon vao cdc van dé sinh théi.” Mot sb nguoi di coi vin

" Samuel Rayan, Breath of Fire - The Holy Spirit: Heart of the Chris-
tian Gospel, London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1979, tr. 9.

“Théng diép Thién Chiia la Tinh yéu, sb 11.

'* Xem Sallie McFague, The Body of God: An Ecological Theology,
Augsburg Fortress Publ. 1993; Dieter T. Hessel and Rosemary Rad-
ford Ruether(eds), Christianity and Ecology: Seeking the Well-being of
Earth and Humans, Cambridge: Harvard Center for the Study of World
Religions, 2000; McDonagh, S., Life: Creation or commodity? ACSIC,
Sydney, 2001; Denis Edwards, Breath of Life: A Theology of the Crea-
tor Spirit, Orbis Books, 2004; Thomas Berry & Mary E. Tucker, Eve-
ning Thoughts. Reflecting on Earth as Sacred Community, Sierra Club
Books, 2006.
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doan St 1:28-30 — noi vé viéc ’E)éng Tao hoéa trao cho con
ngudi quyén cai tri trén hét cac loai thu tao khac — nhu 1a
nguyén cé lam déy 1én tinh trang khai thac va tan pha thién
nhién; nguoc lai, cach day khoéng lau, cac nha tu tudéng da
1én tiéng ca ngoi cho ring ménh 1énh thén linh kia 14 chinh
budc nguyén khoi clia nén céng nghiép va van minh hién
dai! Cling c6 phan ding trong trong cac nhan dinh d6: mdt
mat, con ngudi song trong moi lién doi khang khit voi
cong trinh sang tao, ddc biét la vdi cac sinh vat, nho viéc
ca doi bén cung chia sé “hoi thd su séng”; mat khéc, con
ngudi da pham téi, va do t01, con nguoi hoa kiéu ciang, ngu
dot, chi con biét tim cach thdng tri bao tan ddi vai thé gidi;
thap Baben la mdt bidu tuong dién hinh. Thién Chua dung
nén con ngudi 1a d con ngudi thay Ngudi ma quan ly —
chir khong phai lam chu — cong trinh sang tao, ban cho con
ngudl mot “thién vién” 1a dé con ngudi coi sé¢, cham nom
nd (x. St 2:15), va dat ra cho con ngudi mdt gidi han: hai
cdy cAm. Viy ma, con ngudi hién dai da quen véi viée pha
vG céc gidi han, sin sang lam bat ctr diéu gi cé thé, ma
khéng thdy cin rut luong tam. Vi thé, moi loai sinh vét
trén hanh tinh nay déu phai 1am vao canh cung quén, diéu
linh.

Thin hoc luu y dén thuc t& nay 1a moi thu tao déu cé
chung mot céi nguén duy nhét (Thién Chtia Ba Ngbi), mot
van ménh duy nhét (théng phin vinh quang Thién Cha).
Moi loai thu tao déu da dugc dung nén trong mot méi lién
d6i véi nhau, va do d6, hét thay nhimg gi hién hiru déu
mang tinh cach dong hién hiru, vi chi c¢6 nhu véy thi chiing
méi c6 thé tdn tai. Vi Ba Ngbi Thién Chua hién hiru cing
nhau (co-existence) va trong nhau (in-existence) qua cac
mbi quan hé tuong hd, nén moi loai thu tao cling déu mang
ddu vét than linh d6. Moi thu tao dugc hen két véi nhau
theo mot thé dang hiép thong. Déc biét, su song 12 mot mbi
hiép thong, dé tir 46 tit ca nhimg gi song déu sdng cho
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nhitng c4i khac; va khi mot cai gi 6 mét di, moi cai khac
cling déu mét di chut it.

N6i vé mbi hiép théng trong vén ménh chung, thanh
Phaold da dién ta hét stc rd rang nhu sau: “Qua thé, mudn
loai da 14m vao canh hu 4o, khong phai vi ching mudn,
nhung 13 vi Thién Chua bt chiu vay; tuy nhién, van con
niém trong cdy l1a cé ngay ciing s& dugc giai thoat, khong
phai 1€ thudc vao canh hu nat, ma dugce cung voi con cai
Thién Chua chung huong tur do va vinh quang. Théat vay
ching ta b1et rang: cho dén bay gio, mudn lodi tho tao
cling rén siét va quan quai nhu sip sinh ng. Khong phai
mudn loai ma thdi, ca ching ta cling rén siét trong 1ong:
ching ta d3 lanh nhdn Thin Khi nhu 4n hué mé dau,
nhung con tréng doi Thién Chua ban cho tron quyén lam
con, nghia la ctru chude than x4c ching ta ntra” (Rm 8:20-
23). Tir @6, c6 thé nhan thdy réng canh trang khé khan ma
mudn loai lam phai la do t61 16i con ngudi — it 1a mot phan
nao dé — giy nén, rang than xac con ngudi la m01 day noi
két v&i moi loai thu tao; ring con c¢6 mot niém hy vong
cho tit ca — con ngudi va nhimg thu tao khdc — nhd vao
Thén Khi 1a Péng ngu trong con ngudi, la Péng — nhu “an
hué mé dau” — da khoi su tién trinh giai phong cho tat ca;
do dd, con ngudi mang lay mot ganh trach nhiém ning né
trong viéc quyét dinh két qua thanh, bai ciia cong cude gidi
phéng kia. Chiém ngim thién nhién trong 4nh sang nay, sé
thdy Than Khi dang phéi “quan quai dau dén” voi nhimg
vét thuong ma thién nhién phai ganh chiu, vi cong cude
hoan tit hoa cua Ngudi cé vé gibng nhu mubi bo be Céc
thanh nhan va céc thi nhan — nhitng ngudi cé mbi déng
cam nhiéu hon véi Than Khi — cling cam nhén ndi dau dén
4y, nhu thi s Hopkins, dong Tén, di dién ta: “And all is
seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;/ And wears
man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil/ Is bare
now, nor can foot feel, being shod” (dai dé: “Moi vat déu
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khé héo, b loi dung ddi chac, ra din don lo lem bai vét va
doa day; con mang ca bin do, cling mui tanh con ngudi:
rudng dét thanh tro troi, ban chdn ching cam gi, béi da
dugce g6i k§ trong chiée giay xa hoa”)' “Than hoc sinh
thai”"” phai ra strc khéi phuc mdi lién hé giira cong trinh
tao dung va cong cudc ciru chugc, dao sau cudc nghién
clru ¥ niém truyén théng vé “cudc sang tao lién tuc” trong
khung céanh tién hoéa, va chi ra tinh cach phi 1y cta viéc dit
niém tin vao mot Thién Chua hoan toan dimg dung véi
nhiing gi dang xay dén vai cong trinh tao dyng cua Nguoi.
Than Khi, Ping dua din chung ta tién den su that toan
ven, dang huéng din ching ta cach doc cudn dai thu cta
cong trinh tao dung 14 noi ma Ngudi dang thdi sinh khi
vao hét moi chiéu kich ctia né.

Duéi anh sdng nay, ngudi kit6 c6 thé hiéu ring vat chét,
chéng han, khong don thudn chi 1a mét “sy vat” nim &
hang dudi cung trong “trét bac hitu thé”, nhung 1a thir dung
chtra tran tré su séng, ¥ thic va tri tué. Nhu thé mai thiy
tai sao Teilhard de Chardin d& cét vang hat 1én bai “Tung
ca Vat chit” (Hymne a la Matiére), va néi vé “vat chit

' Gerard Manley Hopkins, God's grandeur; tac gia két thic bai tho:
“Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs — /Because the
Holy Ghost over the bent/World broods with warm breast and with ah!
bright wings” [dai dé: “Oi! Bén by dong xam xit, budi sang bimg 16
dang — Béi Thanh Linh nghiéng minh trén bii co, 4p & toan vii bén
long 4m, dudi d6i canh [6i!] rang ngdi.”

'7 Xem Rogers, J., “Ecological Theology: The Search for an Appropri-
ate Theological Model.” Reprinted from Septuagesino Anno: Theolo-
giche Opstellen Aangebsden Aan Prof. Dr. G. C. Berkower. The Ne-
therlands: J. H. Kok, 1973; Hallman, David G., ed. Ecotheology: In-
sights from South and North. New York: World Council of Churches,
1994; Edwards D., “Ecology and the Holy Spirit: The already and the
not yet of the Spirit in creation™, Ecotheology: Anzats Conference,
Christchurch, thang 7 nam 2000, tip 13, s6 2, tt. 142-159..
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thénh thiéng...”"; con thanh Gioan thanh Damascb lai viét:
“Vi bién cb Nhap Thé, t6i chao d6n hét thay nhiing gi la
vét chit voi long kinh trong Thai d6 ddi voi vat chat
phan 4nh 16i quan niém vé Thién Chua: phai Manikéd ghét
bo vat cht: Ivong dan ton thd vat chat; nguoi theo chu
nghia duy vat lai dimg dung (mia mai thay!) dbi v6i vt
chit. Nguoi kit ddng 1oi cam ta va quy vét chit vé Dang
Tao dung. Ky thue, vat chét 1a chinh Than minh Pirc Kit6;
didu d6 16 hién 5 rang nhét trong Thanh Thé, khi cong
doan kitd hiru ding 1én Thién Chiia “hoa mau béi ruéng dat
va lao céng boi tay con ngudi”. Céc thi kién nhén cling
xédc quyét rang d6 1a méiu nhiém cua hét thay moi sy, nhu
Dostoyevsky dd nhd cha Zossima day ma néi ring: “Hay
yéu hét thay moi thu tao cia Thién Chiia, yéu ching cich
tron ven; hay yéu timg hat cat. Hiy yéu tirng chiéc 14, timg
tia sang cua Thién Chua Hay yéu mudng thu, co céy, hay
yéu hét moi su. Néu biét yéu van vat, ban s& hiéu dugc
mau nhiém than linh trong mudn vat, muén loai.”"

Boi Than Khi hién dién tran day trong moi su, nén
chung ta hidu ngay ring gy ton hai cho thién nhién la
“lam phién long Thanh Thén”: day 1a mot loai toi xdc
pham dén Nguoi.

Cuéi cing, nguyen tac Sabat” ciing la diéu dang hwu )'f
can nhé.c ngay cudi trong cufc sang tao la dé nghi ngoi.
Gido huén kinh thanh cb xwa chi thi viéc phai danh ra mét
ngay trong tudn dé 1am ngay ta on va chiém ngim. Vao
mdi nam thir bay — tirc cir bay nam mét 1an — dat dai phai
dugc “nghi ngoi” va boé hoang, khdng canh tic (x. Xh 23:
10-11; Lv 25:1-7), no nan dugc mién va nd 1é dugc tha tu

'® Teilhard de Chardin, “Hymne & la matiére”, vol. 13, tt. 89-91; “Sain-
te matiére” in Le Milieu Divin, Editions du Seuil, vol. 4, Euvres com-
plétes 1957, tr.120.

' Fyodor Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, ed. Signet Classic,
1999, tr. 309.
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do (x. Pnl 15:1-6). Thong 18 nay dugce 2Sb 36:21 cét nghia
nhu 1a cach thirc toan déan thanh toan “moén ng da mac véi
d4at” do viée sir dung nhimg san phdm ctia n6. Do d6, nhét
thiét phai biét nhin vé du dat va phong nhiéu cta thién
nhién véi tinh thin tri 4n va voi thai d§ ton trong nhimg

quyén loi” ctia né. Giira bdi canh hién nay cta du phéng
nhim t6i nhitng bude phat trién va tang truong khong glm
han, vuot qua ca chmh quy trinh, 1€ tat tam trong yéu hién
nhién cta nguyén tic dac biét kia cang ndi bat han.

Dung nén con nguoi theo hinh anh minh, 1a Thién Chta
mubn dit con nguoi lam “tur té vil tru” (cosmic priest), tuc
1 tr& thanh ké trung gian gitta hét thay moi thu tao véi
Péng Tao Héa. Noi con ngudi, moi thu tao dat dén y thirc
va trach nhiém; béi do, chinh con ngudi co bon phén lam
vinh danh Thién Chua trong tit ca moi su, tri 4n Péng Tao
Hoéa vé& on hién hitu va “hién hiru ddi dao” ciing ra strc gin
gilt mon bao vat hién hiru dé, cung hién thuc hoa cac tiém
nang di kém. Canh trang hai hoa gifta céc loai thu tao la
mot “vién ngoc quy Thién Chua dd trao vao tay con
ngudi dé con ngudi giit lay.

Than xac

Con ngudi 1a mot bd phan khong thé thiéu cua thién
nhién, va d6 chinh la do than x4c; vé4i thin xac con nguoi,
trinh d6 tién hoa cta thién nhién dat dén dinh diém. Vi vay,
1a hét strc tu nhién viée nghi rdng sy hién dién cua Thin
Khi trong thién nhién dat dén chép dinh noi than xac con
ngudi; boi d6, thanh Phaold méi qua quyét: “than x4c anh
em 1a dén the ciia Thanh Thén, va Thanh Thén dang ngu
trong anh em la Thanh Than chinh Thién Chta d4 ban cho
anh em...” (1Cr 6:19). Chinh & chd nay quan niém thudng
thdy theo cach di loai gifta “vat chat” va “tinh thin” dang
di dén chd bé tic: mot dang triét hoc kitd chi & cho thiy
rang, vi con ngudi 1a mot ban thé don nhat, nén ky thue ma
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noi, than xéc va linh hén 14 hai mit cua thuc thé duy nhat
doé, 12 mét dang téng hgp cta cong trinh tao dung. Xét tir
quan diém vira néu, trong toan bd vii tru, con ngudi la noi
Thén Khi Séng tao hién dién diy tran nhit.”

Va vi vay, thdn xdc con ngudi mang tinh cach thanh
thiéng. Chang c6 gi phi kitd (unchristian) cho bang chu
truong ghét bo than xac cua ngd dao thuyét va ctia phai
Manikéd, hodc 16i quan niém cua nguoi Hy lap cb goi
soma 1a sema — tic coi than xdc 12 md chén linh hon — rdi
tudng tugng on ctru dd nhu 1a mdt cude giai thoat linh hén
cho khoi nguc tu than xac. Déi lai, thanh Phaol6 chi r6 cho
thay ring niém mong doi kitd vé ngay “ctru chudc than
xé4c” da duge biéu thi rd rang qua “nhimg 4n hué mé dau
ctia Than Khi” (Rm 8:23); on ctru d6 kitd ciing 13 on clru
chudc than xéc. D6 1a 1y do tai sao thanh Téng db da coi 1a
cing chung phdm gia, hét thay moi yéu t6 ciu thanh hiru
thé con nguoi: “Nguyén chinh Thién Chua la nguén mach
binh an, thanh héa toan dién con ngudi anh em, dé thén tri,
tam hon va than xé4c anh em, duge gin gilt ven toan, khong
c6 gi dang trach, trong ngay Pac Giésu Kitd, Chta ching
ta, quang 1am” (1Tx 5:23). Con ngudi 1a mot dang hiru thé
phirc hop, va cac ph?m hop thanh doé co thé hodc tua vimg
vao nhau, hodc sup d6 theo nhau, nhu Pirc Bénédictd XVI
da viét: “Ai chi khao khat c6 duoc tinh thin thuin tiy ma
chdi bd xac thit vi coi nd gan lién véi tha tinh, thi ca tinh
than 14n than x4c ngudi d6 déu s& danh mét di phim gia
cta no.”

2 Xin xem John S. Grabowski, The Theology of the Body Human Love
in the Divine Plan, Pauline Books & Media, 1997, cuén sich trinh bay
nhitng gi Dtrc Gioan Phaol6 II néi vé quan niém kitd déi véi than xac,
qua cac budi tiép kién chung trong khoang thoi gian tir thang 9, 1979
cho téi thang 11, 1984,

I Théng diép Thién Chiia la Tinh yéu, s6 4.
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Chinh noi than x4c, ngudi kitd ldnh nhan phép rira va
phép xirc dau; chinh qua than xéc, nguoi kité duge Than
Khi thanh hién va 1am cho nén thanh. C6 la con ci cia
Cha theo xéc thé, thi ngudi kit méi tré nén nhimg chi thé
cia Than Minh Duc Kitd. Tinh trang hi¢n hitu trong than
Xac cua nguoi Kitd phai trd thanh mot hanh vi thd phugng,
nhu 161 thanh Phaold khuyén nhi: “Thua anh em, vi Thién
Chuia thuong x6t chung ta, t6i khuyén nht anh em hay hién
dang than minh lam cua 1& séng dong, thanh thién va dep
long Thién Chiia. D6 1a cach thirc ximg hop dé anh em tho
phuong Ngudi” (Rm 12:1). Pac tin lam cho ngudi kité cam
thdy kinh ngac khi ching kién cung cach Thin Khi bién
dbi nhitng cbng viéc vit vanh thuomg ngdy cho trd thanh
mét dang phung vu than linh. Trong kinh Lay Cha, Dic
Kitd da day céc tin hiru kité cAu nguyén cho cac nhu ciu
phén xéc (luong thyuc hing ngay) truée hét, rdi méi dén
céc nhu cau phan hdn (tha t6i): ddy qua la diéu hét stc tha
vi. Chinh qua thin xdc ma Thién Chua thanh hoa dan Ngudoi
(céi chét cuia P Kit, cac bi tich), va ciing chinh qua thin
xac minh ma ngudi kité lam vinh danh Ngudi: “vi Thién
Chua da tra gia dit ma chudc l4y anh em; vdy anh em hay
ton vinh Thién Chuda noi than xdc anh em” (1Cr 6:20).

D6i khi, thin xédc bj coi 1a “ké thu” cta linh hon; tuy
nhién, ky thuc ma néi, chinh linh hén — néu mubn ding
kiéu ngdn ngir nay dé biéu dat — méi dich thuc 14 toi pham;
thdn xac chi 1a phuong tién “t6i” dung d¢é lam diéu lanh
hay diéu dir ma théi. Ptc Giésu goi d6 1a long ngudi: “tir
bén trong, tir long ngudi, phat xuat nhimg ¥ dinh x4u: ta
dam, trdm cép, giét ngudi, ngoai tinh, tham lam, doc éc,
xéo trd, trac tang, ganh ty, phi bang, kiéu ngao, ngdng
cuong > (Mc 7:21 22), r0i, nguoi ta con budce t9i than xac
vi hét thay nhiing didu x4u xa kia. Thanh Phaold cung da
d6 18i cho “nhitng hanh dong sai quiy cia thin xdc” vé
nhiéu vin dé ric rdi ngai gap phai trong ban than (x. Rm
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7:14-8:12). Qua thuc, noi than xdc minh, con nguodi cam
nhin duoc hét sirc niing cua thu tinh; trén thuc té, hau hét
cac ton gido déu dé ra nhimg phuong cach gitp luyén tip
kha ning tu chi théng qua nd luc ché ngy than x4c; dudng
16i nay to ra 1a kha hitu hiéu, boi qua viéc ché ngu “than
xdc”, con ngudi c6 thé thuin hoa ban than minh! Nhu thé,
¢6 thé hinh dung than x4c nhu mét trdn dia chién d4u cia
céc xu hudng tinh than; diéu nay qua khong sai, boi vi qua
thin x4c con nguoi, 4n sting Thién Chua hoat dong dé ché
ngu Satan, va Chtia Thanh Than hoat dong dé ton vinh Cha.
Ngudi kitd méc ban thdn minh mén no 14 1ong t6n trong
16n lao danh cho than xéc, 1a 16i d6i xir quan tdm dén no,
1a thai d khong lam dung n6 — ca viéc hanh ha 14n viée
nudng chidu — va 13 viéc biét nhan rd noi thin xdc cua tha
nhén nhimg tia phan chiéu 4nh vinh quang Thién Cha.

Thén xac dugce tao dung véi mot van ménh vinh quang,
van ménh cta con ngudi duge ciru chudc trong hét moi
phuong dién. Nhu thanh Phaold viét: “Néu Than Khi ngu
trong anh em, Thin Khi ctia P4ng da 1am cho Pic Giésu
song lai tir ¢ai chét, thi Pang di lam cho Pic Giésu séng
lai tir c3i chét, ciing s& dung Than Khi ctia Ngudi dang ngu
trong anh em, ma lam cho than xéac cta anh em dugc su
song moi” (Rm 8:11). Hat giéng phuc sinh than xac 4y
dang 4m thdm nhi mam timg ngay nhd béi Minh Thanh
Chta, tic 1a nho vao cude gip g& than xac voi Puc Kito,
Bé‘ing thong ban su sdng trudong sinh dén hét thay moi chi
thé ctia Nguoi (x. Ga 6:54).

Con ngudi di vé phia Thién Chtia ngang qua than xéc.
Du 1a v&i khéi thit thé nang, hodc 1 v6i tAm 1y tinh nhay
di nita, thi cam quan ctia ngudi kitd van hoat dong nhu 1a
bo tiép phat céc lan séng ciia Than Khi; linh hdn chi 1a mot
dang than tri két nhap vao than xac. Trong cudc kiém tim
Thién Chua qua kinh nguyén, than xdc phai dong vai tro
nhu ké dan 161, dua duong, phai biét thuin theo Than Khi;
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vai trd d6 duge biéu hién qua thai do thinh lang, tu thé, ctr
chi, hoi thd, v.v. Khi céc béc thay vé doi song thiéng liéng
dé cap dén on an i hay sdu khd, 1a ho mudn néi dén cac
dang phan tng cia co thé dbi véi su hién dién cua Thién
Chua bén trong con ngudi. Qua d6i mit, con ngudi nhin
thay anh sang thé nao, thi qua ndo b, con ngudi cling nhin
biét Thién Chtia nhu thé; khong bude theo con dudng thé
xéc thi di dén dau duogc ca. Néi cho vian chuong mét chut:
Than Khi chi choi khic nhac thén linh ctia Ngudi véi cdy
vi cdm 12 co thé; boi dé, viée cham lo gilt gin than xdc 1a
diéu hét sirc quan trong.

Than Khi trong dong lich sir

Hién dién trong khip khong gian ctia van vat thu tao thé
nao, tit Than Khi ciing hién dién day tran xuyén subt thoi
gian ctia con nguoi — tire dong lich str — nhu véy. Trong dia
hat thoi gian, Thén Khi Séng tao/Thin Khi Su that 1a Ping
goi himg si€u viét cho cudc hanh trinh phiéu luu kiém tim
bat tan cta con ngudi. Khuynh huéng bam sinh ddn thic
tién t61 va khat vong hiéu biét ctia con ngudi 14 mot an hué
Than Khi ban ting. Cau chdm ngdn di doc thdy & trén —
“pham hét thay nhimg gi la chan 1y, bat chip do ai phat
ngon, thi ciing déu xuét phat tir Chiia Thanh Than” — cang
to ra thich ddng hon nita khi xét v& phuong dién luan ly va
ton gido, nhu nhitng 16 1€ sau trong sach Khon ngoan cho
thdy: “Y dinh ctia Chua, nao ai biét duge, néu tr chén cao
voi, chinh Ngai ching ban Ptrc Khon Ngoan, chang gui
than khi thanh? Chinh vi thé ma dudng 161 ngudi pham
dugc stra lai cho thang, cling vi thé ma con ngudi duge day
cho biét nhing diéu dep long Ngai, va nho Pic Khon
Ngoan ma dugc ciru d§.” (Kn 9:17-18).

Lich sir dan [traen déng vai kiéu mAu cho lich str ctia hét
thay moi dan tdc; nhitng gi cé thé nhin thay té tudng noi
déan tdc Itraen thi cling ding vdi truong hop nhitng dan tdc



340

khéc, du la theo nhitng cach thirc kin 4n va bi nhiém hon.
Mbsé da dat tay trén Gidsué dé dng nay lanh nhén tran day
than khi khon ngoan ma huéng dan dén toc (x. Pnl 34:9).
Trudng hop cac thu lanh ftraen cling twong tu nhu vay:
“Than khi ctia Pic Chia & trén 6ng, va éng di lanh dao
ftraen” (T1 3:9-10; x. 11:29; 13: 25). Lic ché d6 quan chu
da duogc thiét 1ap, hanh dong xuc déau cho vua biéu thi viéc
Thén Khi ngu xudng, nhu thiy & truong hop cta Saun (x.
1Sm 10:1-8) hodc ctia Davit (x. 1Sm 16:1-13). Vi tin ring,
mdt cach nao d6, viée cai tri clia cdc nha cidm quyén trén
cac dan toc la mot hoat dong mang tinh cach nhu 1a khi cu
than linh, nén ngudi kitd ludn to thai dd ton trong céc
chinh quyén dan su: ca Phérd 1dn Phaold déu khuyén nha
diéu nay (x. 1Pr 2:13; Rm 13:1). Nhu Thénh vinh 99 d3
cho thdy dan ftraen cam nhan dugc ring: “Chua la Vua
hién tri... Ngudi trdi vuot trén tat camoi dan...”; ; “mudn ngan
doi Chtia van tron tinh thuong; qua bao thé hé, vin mot
niém thanh tin” (Tv 100:5). Puc tin kit nhan thiy noi day
sy Quan phong cta Thién Chua, va cu thé hon, nhu cong
dong Vaticand II d& day: “Thén Khi Thién Chua, Péng
diéu khién dong bién chuyen thoi gian va canh tdn bd mat
trai d4t véi su quan phong ky diéu” (GS 26). Duong nhién,
lo nhan cho ra Than Khi Su that giita nhimg gi 1a hén tap,
gia trd va sai 1am, lo tim cho thay Thén Khi Tinh yéu gitra
nhitng gi 13 bt hoa, bao luc va oan thiy, lo nhin cho to
dung mao hién lanh cta Thién Chua gitra nhimg gi 1a x4u
xa, ac dit, lo nh4n cho 6 nhimg 16i hep ma Pang Quan
phong da di gitra nhitng con duong khic khuyu cua lich st
12 mét thach d6 dbi cho dic tin; du vay, dirc tin c¢é thé nhin
thdu sudt thuc trang d6. Ptrc Gioan Phaold II da phat bidu
nhu sau: “Nh¢ 4n hué Thanh Than, thé giéi con ngudi trd
nén mot ‘spatium verae fraternitatis’, mdt khong gian cia
tinh huynh dé dich thuc (x. GS 37).”% Trén thuc té, doc

22 Budi tiép kién chune. tht Tu ngay 19 thang 8 nam 1998.



341

“cac diu chi thoi dai”, cong déng Vaticand II did nhan ra
rang: “gifta cac ddu chi trong thoi dai ching ta, ddng chua y
nhét 1a cam thtc vé tinh lién déi gifta cac dan toc vdi nhau,
mot cam thic khong ngimg ting trién va khong thé khong
hién 13 trudc mit” (AA 14). Than Khi la niém hiép thong
ddc biét; hét thay nhimg gi ting trién trong moi tuong
thudc, trong tinh lién ddi va hiép nhét déu do boi 4n hué
Ngudi. Du ¢6 mang nhitng khia canh tiéu cuc va dem lai
nhimg hdu qua tai hai di nira, thi tién trinh toan ciu héa
ngay nay ciing c6 thé duoc coi nhu 1a mét ddu chi 6 rang
ctia y dinh than linh danh cho cong ddng nhén loai. Tré nén
tinh tudng hon, cap miét con ngudi cd kha nang nhén rd
nhiing két cuc xau xa trong nhiing y dinh t6t lanh; tuy
nhién, cap mit dirc tin con phai lo nhan cho ra didu lanh
trong diéu dit nita, ché"mg han nhu tinh doan két méi mé 16
hién sau nhiing hdu qua tan khdc cua chién tranh, nhimg
loai thubc men m&i ra doi tir cac cudc nghién ctru vii khi
khoa hoc, nhitng vét li¢u va cong cu méi duge tao nén do
cac nganh k¥ nghé chi nhdm lgi nhuén, v.v. V&i niém xéc
tin sdu xa, nguoi kité phai nhén chén viéc sy dit s€ khong
thé nao giéng lén tleng noéi cudi cung, tiéng noi quyet dinh;
su thién s& toan thing.

B6 phan cdu thanh cia lich sir nhén loai, Gido hdi 1a noi
niém xac tin 4y mang tinh cach séng dong hon ca: “Dan
Thién Chua, nh¢ dic tin ma tin rang minh dugc Thanh
Than Thién Chta 1a Pang bao phu mat dat hudng dan, cb
ging nhéan dinh dau la nhitng d4u chi thuc vé su hién dién
hodc y dinh cua Thién Chua trong moi bién cb, moi yéu
sach va udc vong ma ho du phan voi nhtmg ngudi duong
théi. Thuc vy, dirc tin ldy anh sdng moi ma chiéu soi moi
su va biéu 16 y dinh ctia Thién Chua vé thién chic toan
ven cta con ngudi va do d6 hudng dan ly tri toi nhitng giai
phap hoan toan nhan ban” (GS 11). DU ¢6 xdc tin rdng
nhitng gi ctia Céda phai duoc tra vé cho Céda. nhung Hunén
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quyén Gido hoi cling qua quyét 1a minh c6 mot ngudn sdng
dac biét nao do kha di gop phé‘m vao cong ich, vi néu ké
hoach ctia Thién Chua 1a “dé gio day, nho Hoi thanh, moi
quyén ning thuong gidi dugc biét sy khon ngoan thién
hinh van trang cua Thién Chua” (Ep 3:10), thi & khip thé
gioi nay, qua Gido hdi, su khon ngoan ay it con duge biéu
16 nhiéu hon thé nira. Gido hoi Chinh thong cling c6 dang
quan diém tuong tu nhu thé: “Qua Than Khi, Thién Chua
cuu mang thé gidi, hoat dong trong thé gioi ay, va dung
mau nhiém Gido hoi de huéng dén né tién vé ciru canh
(telos), v& chd hoan tit cta né. Qua Thanh Than Nguoi
thuc hién ké hoach ctru dd va than héa thé gigi. Nho
Thanh Than, con ngudi nhan dugc Mac khai cua Thién
Chia, va Thién Chia c6 thé hoat dong qua con nguoi.™
Trong nen than hoc lich su (ban vé tac dong than linh
ngdm ngam dudi cac blen c6 kha di kiém ching), Gido hdi
déng gitr mét vai trd nén tang.

C6 vé nhu qua nhimg bién ¢b c6 tinh cach thuc bach,
khén thiét, Than Khi dugc nhan ra dé dang hon... Dic Gié-
su dd htra ban Thanh Thén cho nhiing ai phai chiu bach
hai, ngugc dai vi Nguoi: “Khi nguoi ta dua anh em ra trude
hoi dudng, trude mét nhimg ngudi 1anh dao va nhing ngudi
cdm quyén, thi anh em dung lo phai bao chita lam sao,
hodc phéi noi gi, vi ngay trong gio do, Thanh Thén s& day
cho anh em biét nhitng diéu phai noi” (Le 12:11-12); day
la diéu dugc xac nhén trong rat nhiéu trudmg hop. Oc thu
ghét ma thé gian danh cho ngudi kité va cic gia tri kitd —
hét nhu 4m ban ctia mot bic anh — vén 16 cho thdy hoat
déng ctia Than Khi trong dong lich sir.

# Dumitru Staniloa&, “Le Saint-Esprit dans la révélation et dans' 1’égli-
se” in Contacts, vol. XXVI, no 87, 1974; reprinted in Dumitru Stani-
loae, Priere de Jésus et expérience du Saint-Esprit, DDB (Théopha-
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Lich sir mang tinh cich ning dong; do 1a tién trinh phat
trién cua nhan loai va cua thé gi6i. Thin Khi duge ban
xuéng dé lam cho chiing ta tr& nén nhitmg con ngudi dich
thuc, trong vinh dw va khon ngoan; va diéu nay chi c6 the
tr¢ thanh hién thyc vao hdi chung cuc, sau mot tién trinh
lau dai. Nhu mot dira tré so sinh phai 16n 1én dé nén ngudi
trudng thanh (qué trinh phat trién c4 thé, ontogenesis) thé
nao, thi dong gidng con ngudi cling phai truong thanh lén
(qué trinh phét trién nhan loai, anthropogenesis) nhur thé;
dic tin c6 kha ndng nhdn ra mdt dang “chuong trinh” —
duoc Than Khi Sang tao viét nén — trong cac tién trinh nhu
thé. Ciing c6 thé néi theo cach tuong tu vé qua trinh hinh
thanh va tién phat cia van hoda: ca trong lanh vure nay nira,
Than Khi ciing huéng din con ngudi trong nd lyc cai tao
thién nhién theo nhiing céch thirc phu hop véi cong trinh
ban phét su sbng ciia Ngudi. Qué trinh chi dén ndy c6 thé
dua dén viéc chao doi cuia cac gia tri hodc céc phat minh
trong nganh cong nghiép. Chang cé gi kha di tré thanh
nhén ban noi con ngudi néu khong cé Than Khi Thién
Chuia tic dong. Trong Hién ché Vui mirng va Hy vong,
cong dfing Vaticand II dd day nhu sau: “Thuc vdy, dugc
tao dung gidng hinh anh Thién Chua, con ngudi di nhan
ménh 1énh chinh phuc trai dét cing tit ca nhing gi chia
dung trong do, cai quan vii tru trong cong binh va thanh
thién va khi nhin nhan Thién Chua 1a Dang tao dung moi
loai, ho qui huéng vé Nguoi chinh ban than minh ciing
nhu muén vat: nhu thé, khi con ngudi chinh phuc tt ca thi
danh Chiia dwoc tén vinh khip dia ciu” (s6 34). O day, c6
thé quay trd lai v6i van dé sinh thai. Nhin nhitng thanh qua
duoc dét nén tir nd luc ciia con ngudi subdt trong dong lich
str, than hoc nhén ra rang “cdc nganh khoa hoc nhén vin
dad dat dén mot dang #ri thirc phan tich va phan nganh vé
thién nhién, véi muc dich hanh quyén trén né. Dic tin, trai
lai, c6 nhiém vu phai cd xtuy mdt dang tri thiic téng hop va
hiép nhét vé& cong trinh tao dung, v&i muc dich hiéu biét,
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duy tri va hoan tat n6.”” Theo dudmg 16i nay, dic tin kitd
c6 thé gitp ich rit nhidu cho 6c séng tao clia con ngudi
trong viéc dat dén cac muc tiéu lich st ma Chua Thanh
Théan da vach ra.

Chiia Thanh Than va vé Dep

Chén va M§ ludn ké vai sat canh bén nhau, tim dau y
hop véi nhau; béi d6, Than Khi Su that ciing 1a Than Khi
vé Pep.” Tir thud tao thién 14p dia (x. St 1:2), Than Khi
Tao dung dd duogc gidi trinh nhu 12 Pang bién dbi khéi vat
chit hdn don ban dau, lam cho noé tré nén mot vil tru cé
trat tw, hai hoa, kha tri kha cam ddi véi tri 6c va cac giac
quan con ngudi; va con ngudi goi do la vé dep; vé dep
ludn 14 thir san phdm cfia tinh yéu. Truyén théng Gido hoi
cling da lién két Chta Thanh Thén v6i vé dep.”* Chiém
ngém cong trinh sang tao duqm nhudn Than Khi, Thién
Chua thiy né tét va dep; dién ta ¥ niém “dep” ma tiéng Do
thai goi 1a “tdt” (x. St 1:4tt); do d6, céc dich gia ban Kinh
Thanh Bay muoi dd dung tor Hylap kalds (dep), thay vi
dung tlr agathés (tt). Boi d6, nghé thudt ¢t & viéc minh
hoa ve dep cua thién nhién theo nhiing cach thirc ma nghé

— dugc 6c sang tao goi hing — thdy ha1 long, thoa y
nhat nghé thuat la mot dang bidu 16 niém tin vao cong
trinh t6t dep do chinh tay Thién Chtia lam nén. Cong trinh
sang tao phan chiéu dung mao cta Ping Tao dung. Thénh
Augutind din ta didu nay nhu sau: “Lay Chua 12 Déng
tuyét my, Nguoi dd dung nén cac thu tao va chung ciing
mang vé mi miéu; Ngudi 1a Déng t6t lanh, va céc thu tao

* J.L. Ruiz de la Pefia, Crisis y apologia de la fe. Evangelio y nuevo
milenio, Ed. Sal Terrae, Santander, 1993, tr.266.

% Pay 1a y nghia Dirc Gioan Phaolé 11 da nhic dén trong thong diép
Anh quang Chdn [y,

* Xem Patrick Sherry, The Beauty of God the Holy Spirit, Theology
Today (64) 2007, s6 1.
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cua Nguoi cling tdt lanh; Ngudt hién hitu, va nho do, cac
thu tao ctia Ngudi dugc ton tai.””

Nhin thé gi6i VOl cap mat duc tin, ngudi kitd c6 thé
phong doan duge rang hé thir gi chita ddy Théin Khi h(m
thit 46 s& dep hon. C6 vay méi hiéu 1y do vi sao Ping
duoc lanh nhin Thin Khi cich v6 ngén v6 han (x. Ga 3:
34), dugc goi la ngudi tuyét my vo song gitta con cai loai
ngudi: Puc Kito (x. Tv 45:3).® Cach twong tu, Pang ma
ngudi kitd ca mimg la “ddy on phic” ciing duge Gido hoi
tung ho la tota pulchra, tuyét my: Puc Maria, ngudi phu
nit duge hiu hét cac hoa si — thudc céc thoi dai khdc nhau
trong dong lich sir nhén loai — phéc hoa chan dung; chiém
ngam Me gilta khung canh long l4y ctia Thién dang, Panté
davi vé dep ctia Me nhu la “niém hén hoan tran dang trong
d6i mat hét thay cac Thanh.”™ Rbi dén luot cic Thanh ciing
véy: vé dep clia cac ngai duoc phan anh trong rt nhiéu tic
phim nghé thuat; diéu dang lwu y 13 céc tac phdm nghé
thuat nay da ly tudng hoa chan dung thue su — déi khi lai
cd vé xiu xi, xét theo nhiing tiéu chuin thong thudng -
clia cic ngai, boi vi anh diéu quang ctia Than Khi da chiéu
gidi trén cudc doi céc ngai. Cac tranh anh thanh theo nén
linh dao Chinh théng dugc coi nhu nhitng hién than thu

*” Thanh Augutind, Nhitng Ioi tran tinh, X1, 4.

% van doan Is 53:2 lai mé ta ngudi T6i t& Giavé nhu sau: “Nguoi
chang con nét dep, hay vé oai phong déng dé chung ta ngﬁm nhin nfta;
dung mao ching con gi khién ching ta ua thich.” Pé tim hiéu diéu
nghich 1y kia, trong cudn sach da that lac clia minh — tua dé De pui-
chro et apto (Céi dep va cai hop) — chang trai tré Augutind da néi vé
viéc tiéng ken phat ra tir hai cdy ‘trompet’ — dugc théi 1én do cling mot
Than Khi duy nhét — phai dugc nghe ciing lic nhu mgt hop 4m; xem
Jean-Michel Fontanier, La beauté selon saint Augustin, Rennes: Pres-
ses Universitaires de Rennes, 1998. Xem Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger ,
“The Beauty and the Truth of Christ,” L'Osservatore Romano, Weekly
Edition in English, 6 November 2002, page 6.

% Hai kich Tuyét diéu, Paradiso XXXI, 134-135.
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nho cua vinh quang — vé dep — Thién Chta. M6t cach tu
nhién, cac tré tho dugc quan niém nhu la nhitng thu tao
dep d& va nguyén tuyén cta Thién Chta. V& dep thiéng
liéng vuot trdi 1én trén dang vé dep dé bén ngoai, vi né
truc tiép phf’m anh vé dep cua chinh Thién Chua, nhu né
duoc chiéu gidi lén trén Than Minh Bic Kité. Cu ngu
trong tAm hdn ngudi kitd, Thanh Than — theo céch dién ta
cta thanh Xyrilé — “khong phai la mot hoa si tim cach ghi
khic vao ching ta déu vét ban chét thin linh nhu thé 1a
Ngudi khong 1a chinh ban chét 4y? D6 khong phai 1a cach
thirc Ngudi tao nén birc chan dung than linh noi ching ta;
nhung, vi la Thién Chuta va boi Thién Chua ma ra, Ngudi
in chinh ban than Ngudi vao tim hén nhimg ké lanh nhan
Ngudi, hét nhu con déu niém trén manh sap vdy,... va nhd
d6, Ngudi phuc hdi thién nhién van vat dé ching mac lai
vé dep ciia miu muc than linh, va tra lai cho con nguoi
hinh anh Thién Chta.”™®

Dic tin 1a 4n hué ddu tién ctia Chiia Thanh Linh; Ngudi
khong gitap thi khong ai c6 kha nang tuyén xung Pic Gié-
su la Chua! Nghién ctu vé dire tin, than hoc chu trong chu
yéu vao chén ly; chinh nho Hans Urs Von Balthasar thi
méi mé ra dugc chiéu kich * ‘thim my than hoc,” qua viéc
moi goi tin hitu chiém ngdm vé dep ctia Thién Chta va tin
huong niém tin.*' Chinh vé dep cta dirc tin da dua dén chd
tim ra cach biéu dat va lam phét sinh khong biét bao nhiéu
tac pham nghé thuat la lung. Thir nhin lai cc tac phim
nghé thuit tao hinh, nhu chéng han céc nha tho chinh toa,

* Thanh Xyrilo thanh Alécxandria, Thesaurus de sancta et consub-
stantiali Trinitate 34: PG 75, 609.

*! Xin xem dac biét cic tic phdm: The Glory of the Lord I: Seeing the
Form, Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1982, va The Glory of the Lord II: Stu-
dies in Theological Style: Clerical Styles, 1984. Xin cling xem Edward
Farley, Faith and Beauty: A Theological Aesthetic, Ashgate Publishing,
2001.
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céc tac phdm hoi hoa va diéu khéc hoac 1a nhitng 15i trang
hoa céc bo sach thoi Trung cb ciing nhur vé quang anh cua
cac thanh gid kiéu Etiépi; noi cdc tic Pham 4y, ndi bét vé
dep cuia dtrc tin dugc diéu khic cham trd cuc ky tinh té dep
dé. Chua Thanh Linh gitp cho chung ta nhdn thicc duge
Kitd glao bang pham tri thAm my, va nhu thé cam nghiém
duqc niém vui trong dia vi 1am con Thién Chua. Cé 1€ gbc
ré cta tinh trang khing hoang hién nay ndm tai chd nay.
Chéng thé ma, cic giam muc Chau My Latinh d4 cdu xin:
“Thura [én cing Chiia Thanh Linh 16 kéu cdu day tin tuong,
ching ta xin Nguoi lam sao cho ching ta tim lai dugc ve

cao dep va niém vui ctia danh phin lam kitd hitu”*

Trong bire thur giri gidgi nghé si, Ptc Gioan Phaolo IT da
viét ring: “Thén Khi 1a Nghé si huyén diéu cua vil tru.”*
Vé dep cua cdc tAng troi ludn la ngudn goi himg cho cac
thi s1, nhu tac gia Thanh vinh da xac nhédn: “Troi xanh tudng
thudt vinh quang Thién Chua, khong trung loan béo viéc
tay Ngudi 1am” (Tv 19:1; x. 57:5.11, v.v.), va trAm trd coi
d6 1a mot ky cong: “Ngim tang trdi tay Chia sang tao,
muén trang sao Chua dd an bai...” (Tv 8:4). Chi mai chiém
ngudng bau troi bang cép mit thuong ma ho da lay lam
kinh ngac nhu vy 10, hudng hd 1a duge ngam vii tru qua
nhimg chiéc kinh vién vong hién dai: it ho s& con nghiéng
minh kinh c4n dén dau nita! Vi Than Khi 1a Pang hoan tét
cac cong trinh cta Thién Chua, nén hén 12 Nguoi sé khong
cam thdy hai 1ong v6i mot vil try chi don thuén thudc hang
“chay dugc”; n6 con phai tré nén huy hoang, tuyét my nita
thi m&i duge. Tuy nhién, vi vé dep chi hién hién trong mét
ngudi xem, nén Than Khi con tao nén nhimg doi mat biét
cach chiém ngim va reo vui véi vé dep 4y nira; thiéu bong
con ngudi, vil tru s& hoéa ra vo nghia. Va lai, vé dep cta vii

*> Documento de Aparecida, n. 14.
3 Thir giti cde Nghé si, ngay 4 thang Tu nim 1999.



348

tru va khodi cam thdm my ctia con nguoi chi thue sy mac
liy y nghia noi Than Khi vé Pep 1a Déng dung nén ca hai.
Du vy, trude ai hét, Than Khi Séang tao — ngudn gbc cua
moi khiéu ning thim m¥ — 12 PAng siing s& trudc nét hiing
vi clia cdc dai ngan ha, ngit ngdy truéc vé nén tho cla
nhimg budi hoang hén. Sach Chadm ngdn mbd ta viée Dirc
Khon Ngoan — Than Khi — han hoan thudng ngoan cong
trinh tao dyng cta Thién Chua: “khi Ngudi dinh ranh gidi
cho bién, dé nudc khoéi tran b, khi Ngudi dit nén mong
cho dét. Ta hién dién bén Ngudi nhu tay tho ca. Ngay ngay,
ta 1a niém vui ctia Nguoi; trude mit Nguoi, ta khong ngét
vui choi; vui choi trén mit dit, ta dua vui v6i con céi loai
ngudi” (Cn 8:29-31).

Du ldy 1am kinh ngac khi ngdm nhin vé twoi dep cua
thién nhién, nhung con ngudi vin mo vé mot thé gisi ot
dep hon thé nita. Thin Khi — P4ng dang rén siét trong muén
loai thu tao (x. Rm 8:25) — da bdo trudc va ciing hita ring
mot thé gidi tot dep hon 1a diéu c6 thé trd thanh hién thuc.
Tién tri Isaia da tién bao: “Cho dén ngay, tir trén cao, Than
Khi s& duge d6 xudng trén ching ta; biy gid, sa mac s& trd
nén vudn cdy an trdi, va vuon cly an trai s€ dugce coi nhu
mot canh ring. L& chinh truc s& & trong sa mac, va dic
cong minh trong vudn cdy an trai” (Is 32:15-16). Théan Khi
hoat dong trong khoang céng giita tlcm ning va hién thé,
gita hat gidng va hoa tréi, giita trién vong va thanh qua;
Gido hoi chinh la khu vyuc dic biét dé Than Khi tién hanh
cac hoat dong kia. Diac Cha Tom Wright — giam muc Anh
gido, giao phan Durham — da viét nhu sau: “Vé dep cua thé
gi6i hién tai ciing giéng vé dep clia mdt chén thanh: tu
minh, chén thanh da dep rdi, nhung né con dep hon nita vi
ching ta biét dugc muc dich cua né 1a dé dung Mau Chua.
Vé dep cua thé gioi hién tai ciing gidng vé dep clia mot cdy
vi cdm: tu minh, cay vi cam da dep, nhung né con dep hon
nita vi chiing ta biét ring né dugc thiét ké nén 1a dé choi
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nhac.”* Thén Khi 1a chiéc “dong co” ddy Gido hoi va toan
thé nhan loai tién vé mot thé gidi tt dep hon. Chiée “dong
co” nay dd dwgc “lip vao” cdc ngdn st, cdc thién tai,
nhing thi si va nhimg ngudi cé dau 6¢c nghé si khac. Noi
dong van chuong ngén str, ¢6 thé luom Lit duoce biét bao 1a
cac “vién ngoc” clia vé dep; thir 1y sach Isaiah lam dién
hinh: ching han, cudc thin hién oai nghiém duoc mb ta 15
rang xuyén subt chuong 6; hay, gidc mo dep dé vé canh
hai hoa cta thién nhién, trong d6, séi sé & vai chién con,
beo s& nidm bén dé nhd, tré tho choi véi rin luc... (x. Is
11:6-9; 65:25); hodc, Thién Chua duoc trinh hoa nhu 1a
“vong hoa diém 1& cho sb con sét lai cia din Ngudi”
(28:5); hodc, niém han hoan sau canh luu day: “Dep thay
trén ddi nui, budc chan ngudi loan bo tin mimg” (52:7);
v.v. Con nhic dén céc thi si, 4t phai nhé ngay dén thanh
pho té Ephrem, nguoi duge goi la “Céy dan Lia ctia Chaa
Thénh Than.” Thanh Gioan Théanh Gié thi mé ta canh Dic
Kité bang ngang mdt canh rung va “chi nguyén hinh anh
Nguoi thoéi cling du khoac vé dep 1én ca khu rimg.”*
Nhiéu thi si khac, séng gin v&i thoi hién dai hon, nhu
Keats chang han, thi qua quyét ngén gon nhu sau: “Vé dep
1a chan 1y, chan 1y 1a vé dep: d6 1a tit ca;”* hodc Gerard
Manley Hopkins, mét Giésu hitu, dd dua Than Khi vao
trong toan b cdc tac pham vin tho ctia minh;”’ va con rat
nhiéu thi si khéc nita. Oc sdng tao ctia nhitng bac thién tai
lu6n lam cho nhiéu nguoi phai thdy kinh ngac, sing sdt; &
d4y, c6 thé trich din cau néi cia A. Einstein lam dién hinh:
“Cac 1y twong hing soi duong dan 16i toi di — va da tiép

* Trong Chimes (t& bao sinh vién ciia Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
M:chlgan USA) 1-18-2002.

% Thanh Gioan Thanh Gid, Bai ca Thiéng liéng.
o J ohn-Keats, Ode on a Grecian Urn, Stanza 2.

7 Jackson, Timothy F., “The Role of the Holy Spirit in Gerard Manley
Hopkms s Poetry g Logos A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture
—Tép 9, S6 1, mita Thu nm 2006, tt. 108-127.
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thém cho 61 1ong can dam moi mé dé ddi dién véi cude
doi trong niém hén hoan, phin khéi — chinh 1a céai Thién,
cdi M§ va c4i Chan.”*® Hét thay nhitng con ngudi thude
dang vira néu, 1a nhitng khi cu Than Khf chon Iya dé tao
hinh mét tin thé gii.

Con trong 1&nh vuc nghé thudt tao hinh, Thén Khi cling
hoat ddng tich cuc khong kém. Trong siach Xuét hanh, c6
modt van doan dang luu y nhu sau: “Nguoi hdy coi: Ta da
goi dich danh Boxanén con ctia Uri, con ctia Khua, thude
chi toc Giuda. Ta s& ban cho né déi dao Than Khi ctia Thién
Chta, dé né thanh ngudi khéo tay, gioi giang va lanh nghé
ma lam moi cong viéc, dé né nghi ra nhitng tac phim nghé
thuét, lam bz“ing vang, bac, hay déng, mai ngoc dinh &o,
cham g6 va thuc hién moi céng viéc” (Xh 31:2-5; 35:30tt).
Viéc Thién Chua truyén himg cho céc nghé si cling tuong
tu nhu tadc dong linh g trén cdc ngdn su, vi cdng viéc cuia
cic nghé si cling nhidm dén vinh quang Ngudi; va vinh
quang nay chiéu gidi trén vé dep cia van vét. Bude vao
Vuong cung Thanh duong thanh Phérd va chiém ngudng
birc v& “Vinh quang” vd&i hinh anh chim cdu cta Chia
Théanh Thén, ngudi ngdm dugc mdi goi nhin ding sau vé
dep 1ong ldy noi birc v& kia dé kham phé ra Ping Goi
hiing cho cac nghé si. Co thé cam nhén dugc nguén goi
hing kia khi chiém ngdm Vuong cung Thanh duong thanh
Phérd db so, nguy nga, hay cong trinh “Vinh quang” cua
Bernin v&i chim bd cau, biéu tuong cua Than Khi & noi
hau cung, khi nhin Nha nguyén Sixtine 16ng 14y, trang 1¢,
khi ding trude mgt bie hoa cua El Greco, trude mdt anh
tugng ctia Rublev, hodc trudc nhimg dudng cham hoa my
cua Rubens, v.v. Bén canh do, nhu ngudi ta thudng nodi, &m
nhac mang tinh chit “tinh thin” nhiéu hon; va c6 vé ding

% Albert Einstein, “The World As I See It,” trong Ideas and Opinions,
based on Mein Weltbild, edited by Carl Seelig, New York: Bonzana
Books, 1954, tt. 8-11.
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la nhu véy; ling nghe nhitng ban fuga ctia Bach, nhimg
giai diéu minuet cua Mozart, hay hang loat cac ban tau dat
diu ctia Beethoven, ngudi nghe budc long phai ndng tam
hén minh vuot ca 18én trén nhimg am thanh kia dé roi chi
con ling nghe tiéng thi thim khe kh& ctia Than Khi. Pirc
Gioan Phaold II da dién ta diéu nay nhu sau: “Mbi mot
ngudn cam himg dich thuc déu chira dyng it nhiéu stc
rung dong ctia “hoi thd” ma Than Khi Sang tao da thdi lan
tran khip cong trinh tao dung ngay tur luc khoi nguyén...
Bdi d6, qua ding khi n6i — du 1a theo cach loai suy — dén
‘nhimg khoanh khic 4n stng’, vi nhan loai ¢6 thé kinh
nghién} duqi:, béng céch thirc ndo do6, Thién Chaa Tuyét
doi, Pang tr6i vuot hoan toan.”™

Gido hoi da yéu mén nghé thufit ngay tir nhimg thoi ky
tin hiru kitd con sdng chui nhii trong céc hang toai dao.
Nhitng ké chii trvong bai trir anh thanh d3 bi két 4n nhu
mét dang lac gido. Tim duoc manh dit dung vd noi cac
gido duodng kitd, & ca bén Dong 1an bén Tay, vé dep hién
hién khéng chi noi cac cong trinh kién triic bén ngoai, ma
con & noi cac birc hoa va buc tuong, cac dudong cham trd
cuc ky xao diéu noi cac db dung phung tu, hay nhiing
duong trang tri khéo I€o noi cac I€ phuc phung vu.* Nhiing
chi dén viét bang chir do trong phung vu ciing cho thay 6c
thAm my tinh té; cung cach cir hanh Thanh L& ciing duge
goi la Ars celebrandi, “Ngh¢ thuat Cir hanh”. Phung vu
cling san sinh ra nhitng ban binh ca tuyé¢t voi, nhitng hinh
thire rude ki€u sinh dong, nhimng nghi thirc long trong va
nhiéu thé thirc thr phugng da dang, phong phu; tit ca déu
14 nhitng 4n hué¢ do Than Khi, Pang lam cho ching tré nén
song dong. Tat nhién, Thanh L& khong phai 1a mdt thit “so

¥ Trong Bikc thu giri cdc Nghé st, s6 15.

*0Vé van & nay, xin xem Liturgy and Beauty. Nobilis Pulchritudo, do
Vian phong Cir hanh Phung vu cia Birc Thénh Cha, (Office of Papal
Liturgical Celebrations), Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2003.
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dién” hodc mot kiéu “kinh nghiém liéu phdp nhoém”,
nhung 1a cudc gip g& vdi Puc Kitd, va la noi ma vé dep
dong gift mot vai tro hét sitc quan trong. Phung vu la noi
Thén Khi duoc tip trung manh nhit; va moi vé dep tudn
trdo tir su hién dién day tran d6, bién ddi khong va thoi
gian trd thanh mdt dang dén tho. “Mot dang phung vu méc
lay vé dep dich thuc s& gitp tién vao dang ngén ngir dic
tin dic thu dwoc cdu thanh tir nhimg biéu twong cing
nhimmg gi ma mau nhiém dang duogc cir hanh khoi goi 1én...
Vé dep cia phung vu... trude hét 1a vé tuyét m§ noi cudc
gdp gb& voi mau nhiém Thién Chua, hién dién gifra loai
ngudi qua hoat dong trung gian ctia Con, Déng ‘vé song
tuyét my gitta con cai loai ngudi’ (Tv 45:3)... 1a vé dep cua
mot mdi hai hoa duge dién td qua nhitng cir chi, biéu
twong, 101 ndi, hinh anh va céc giai diéu co6 sttc danh dong
tdm hén va goi ddy long kinh ngac va khét khao gip g&
Chua phuc sinh, chinh l1a My Mén (Door of Beauty).”*'

Néu duoce nhin duéi anh sang cua canh chung hoc, at vé
16ng 13y cua cai dep — ma Chua Thanh Thén dd ghi khic
trén Gido hdi, cach riéng la noi phung vu — s€ trd nén rd
rang hon nita. Nguoi kitd da lanh nhan dang “an hu¢ m¢
dau” ma rdi déy, vao hdi chung cuc, s& dom bong két trai &
thanh Giérusalem trén troi. Binh luin vé thi kién dugc ghi
chép noi sach Khai huyén, Ptic Bénédictdé XVI d3 néi nhu
sau: “P6 1a mét hinh anh vé vé dep dang kinh so; noi do,
ching c6 thtr gi 1a thira, vi moi vat s& gop ph:?m vao tinh
trang hoan hao v6 cing ctia Thanh Thanh. Qua thi kién cta
minh, thanh Gioan nhin thdy Thanh “tir noi Thién Chua
ma xubng, chéi loi vinh quang Thién Chuta” (Kh 21:10).
Va bdi vi vinh quang Thién Chia 1a Tinh Yéu, nén thanh
Giérusalem trén troi chinh la thanh tugng cua Gido hdi, vo

*' Hoi dbng Gido hoang vé Vin héa, The Via Pulchritudinis [Con
dudmg cai Pep], Privileged Pathway for Evangelisation and Dialogue,
Vin kién két thic Tdng Hoi nghi, 2006.



353

cung thanh thién va huy hoang, vo ti v6 vét (cf. Ep 5:27),
v6i con.tim va mdi thanh phe"in dugc thdm duom bai su
hién dién ctia Thién Chua la Tinh Yéu... Thanh tugng cao
quy ndy mang mot gia tri cdnh chung: n6 dién ta nét huyén
nhiém cia thir vé dep von da tré nén dang thai thiét yéu
cta Gido hoi rdi, ngay ca khi n6 chua dat dén tdm mirc
vién man ctia n6.”? Cir hanh phung vu trong Than Khi,
tdm hon thodng cam nhén duoc thuc thé vi dai trén cao, 14
tiéu dich nguoi kitd nhim t6i; noi d6, cong ly va tinh yéu,
chan ly va vé dep rét cudc s& tré thanh duy nhét.

Ngay nay, c6 1€ “con dudng ctia vé dep” chinh la noi
con ngudi dé dang nhén ra sy hién dién cta Thién Chiia va
hoat dong ctia Chtia Thanh Thén nhit; d6 chinh 1a diéu
Duc Gioan Phaolé II da chia sé véi nhitng ngudi thude
phong trao Canh tin trong Thin Khi: “Thoi dai ching ta
dang rit cin nhimg con ngudi nam nit — nhu nhimg tia
sdng — c6 du sirc chiéu téa hip lyc cia Tin Mimg va vé my
1& cua su sbng méi trong Thén Khi.”*

Cuc tao dung moi

Céu cudi cung trong kinh Tin kinh — ndm trong doan
trien khai tin khoan thir ba: t6i tin kinh Dtrc Chtia Thénh
Thén — néi vé cudc phyc sinh thén xéc va sy séng doi doi:
d6 1a niém hy vong sau hét cia ngudi kité. Ké hoach ctru
do cua Cha, dugc thue hién qua sir mang két hop gma Con
v&i Than Khi, khoi sy noi cong cudc sang tao va két thic
noi cudc tdi tao la cuge dua the gidi nay dat dén canh gidi
hoan thién dé chuyen minh tré thanh “thé giéi mai sau”.
On ctru d6 mic lay mot chidu kich vii tru va sé dugc hoan

2 Pirc Thanh Cha Bénédictd, tai Brazil, ngay 13 thang 5 nm 2007.
s diép ctia Pirc Gioan Phaold IT giri dén E)ch Gtém muc Mariano
de Nicolé, gido phan Rimini, nhan hdi nghi qubc gia vé cac nhom va
cong doan thugc phong trao Canh tin trong Than Khi, ngay 29 théng
04 n&m 2004, s6 3.
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tit khi “Thién Chua 1a tit ca trong moi su” (x. 1Cr 15:28).
Cugc tao dung mdi, hodc cong cudc tai tao, thuomg dugc
dic biét quy gan cho Thin Khi nhu 12 dang cong tic dic
tht ctia Nguoi.

Chiéu kich canh chung trong niém tin cia ngudi kitd
dong gilt mot vai tro thiét yéu dbi voi Kitd gido. Niém
tréng dqi “tri moi dat méi” da duoc cac ngdn sir tién bdo
(xem ching han, Is 51:16; 65:17; 66:22), va da dugc xac
nhén trong cudn sach cudi cung cia Kinh Thanh: “Bay gio,
t6i thdy troi méi d4t méi... Thién Chua s& lau sach nudc
mét ho. Sé khdéng con su chét, cling chéng con tang toc,
kéu than va dau khd nira, vi nhimg diéu cii da bién méat. S&
khong con 101 nguyén ria nao nita” (Kh 21:1, 4; 22:3). Boi
d6 — nhu 1o thanh Phérd viét — “theo 161 Thién Chua hira,
ching ta mong doi trdi mai dat méi, noi cong ly ngu tri”
(2Pr 3:10-13). Cude tai tao ay chmh 1a dong tac dut diém
cua Chua Thanh Than nhdm hoan tit céng trinh ctia Thién
Chua. Néu Than Khi 1a Ding khoi sy dic tin noi nguoi
kitd (khong ai c6 thé tuyén xung “Dirc Giésu la Kit6” néu
khong nho Chua Thanh Thén), tdt Nguoi ciing 1a Péng
hoan tit dirc cdy cia nguoi kitd. Niém trong doi d6 s& thuc
su hoa thanh hién thuc vao hdi Quang 1am, lic Chua sé
dén dé hoan tat lich sir.

Trong khi d6, nguoi kité dang séng trong mot niém cay
trong c6 sitc dem lai on ctru 49 — nhu thanh Phaold néi:
“nhd niém trong cdy ma ching ta duoc ctru” (Rm 8:24) —
va do d6, ngudi kitd phai y thirc ring on ctru d6 ndy dang
hién dién bén trong ban thAn minh.*

O day chiing t6i ban dén chidu kich “than khi” ctia thién
nhién va lich sir nhir 1a mot cdng trinh dang dugce thyc hién
va dang tién dén chd thanh tuu. Hoat dong sang tao hién

* Xem ndi dung chung t6i da trinh bay trong chuong 6, & tiéu dé “Thu
tao mai.”
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tai cua Thién Chua noi thé gigi nay khong don thudn nham
dén viéc bao tbn, duy tri, nhlmg con nhdm vao viéc chuin
bi nita. J. Moltmann luu y rang “creatio nova la chinh cre-
atio anticipativa. Hoat ddng sang tao ctia Thién Chua trong
dong lich str 1a hanh d6ng tién bdo cudc hoan tat trong thoi
gian... Mac khai vé Thién Chua tri vi trong dong lich sir da
khoi su cude hoan tit cong trinh sdng tao 1a Nudc Thién
Chtia.”® Hién tai, “cudc sang tao méi” don thuén chi 1a su
hién dién ngay mét déy tran hon ctia Nugc Thién Chua &
gifta nhén loai: tfira nhu mgt hat giéng duge gieo xubng dét
ma ndy mam lén dong lua céch ta khong hiéu (Mc 26-29);
nhu men vao bt (Mt 13:33); nhu kho ting gidu trong
rugng (Mt 13:44), v.v. Cudc sang tao maoi nay qua thuc da
hlen dién rdi: “Pham ai & trong Puc Kitd deu la thu tao

i” (2Cr 5:17), nhung chua dwoc hoan tit trong miic
vién man ma Thién Chua da dinh liéu trong tinh yéu cua
Nguoi. Cong dong Vaticand II day rang: “Thoi dai cudi
cung di dén véi ching ta rdi, va viéc canh tin thé gidi
duoc thiét 1&8p mot cach bat kha phuc héi va thuc su da
dugc bt ddu mot cach nao do ngay tu béy gi¢” trong Gido
hoi (LG 48), va rang ngudi kitd dang song trong “nhimg
ngay cuoi cung”, tic 1 nhitng ngdy du tran Thén Khi.
Thénh Phérd thiy ring nhiing ngay cudi ciing nay da dugc
khai m¢ trong cude Hién Xudng dau tién (Cv 2:16tt), luc
Gido hoi so khai cam nghiém dugc strc hoat dong manh
mé ctia Than Khi, vdn 1a diéu can thiét phai c6 dé Gido hdi
¢6 thé dém ré vao trong thé giO'i tuy nhién, hoat déng 4y
dad khong cham dit & d6, dé rodi trong lic nay ddy, nguoi
kit dang chimg kién lai mét st tac dong 6 at ctia Than
Khi nham ctru vét “long tin bé mon” cua chung ta; va
Ngudi s& tiép tuc hoat dong nhu thé, theo nhitng cach thirc
da dang va tu do, cho dén khi Chta tr& lai trong vinh

% Jiirgen Moltmann, God In Creation, London: SCM Press, 1985, tr.
209. :
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quang d thu hoach nhimg gi Nguoi da gieo trdng. Chua
Théanh Thin d3 dén véi Pirc Maria dé lam cho Ngdi Loi
Thién Chua nhdp thé trong cung long ngai; ciing vay,
Ngudi dén véi Gido hoi, dé lam cho Nudc Thién Chua
nhép thé vao trong cung long Me Gido hoi. Lic Con tr&
thanh nguoi, 1a khi vinh ciru di vao thoi gian va bién déi y
nghia, n1 dung va phuong huéng cua né: khong con céd
thém nhimg chu ky nita ngoai mdt tiéu dich, dé trd thanh
Théan Minh Pic Kit6, 1a Pau cta né. Cude Dic Giésu Kitd
phuc sinh mang tinh céch tién bdo khéng nhimg vé cudc
phuc sinh cuia ching ta, ma con vé cudc giai phong chinh
cac thu tao ra khoi canh trang né 1é khién phai hu nat. Cac
cugc khing hoang Gido hoi phai duong dau (cac cude
bach hai, danh mat drc tin, cac bé bdi, v.v.) la nhing con
chuyen minh dau dén dé sinh ra mét thé gioi mai, thé gidi
ma Pirc Phaold VI goi 14 “nén vin minh tinh yéu”. Phan tu
cudi cling cia thé ky 20 da nhin thdy niém hy vong hién 16
noi nhimg trao luu tu tuéng moi, chang han nhu nén than
hoc giai phéng, noi cdc phong trao mdi, nhu phong trao
canh tan doan sung, hodc noi cac thyc tai mang tinh cach
toan cau: tit ca déu dang tao ra tinh huynh dé giita cdc dan
toc, gilta cac nén van héa va gitta cac ton gido vdi nhau...
Niém hy vong nay la mot an hu¢ cua Than Khi nham
chuan bi cho m6t bd mit dia cdu moi mé.

Dbéi véi cap mét dac tin, vii tru dang tham dy vao mot
qué trinh bién dbi ban chét, twong tur — di phai tht nhan
day 1a kiéu so sanh kha khap khidng — nhu phép Thanh
Thé: Chtia Thanh Thén lam cho dién ra trong Bi tich mot
cudc giao hoa mang tinh cach hoan vii dich thuc gifta vt
chat va tinh than, giita thu tao v&i Dang Tao hoa, gitta thoi
gian va vinh ctru; chinh & cudc séng hién tai nay, dét tre
nén troi, du chi mang tinh cach bi tich. Trong bi tich Théanh

% Mark. 1. Wallace, F ragments of the Spirit: Nature, Violence, and the
Renewal of Creation. New York: Continuum, 1996.
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Thé, nhing tiém ning kha thé cta vat chit dat dén cing
han ctia nd; noi banh va ruou, trong mot han d nhét dinh,
thé gi¢i dugc thanh hién, nhu Teilhard de Chardin da timg
dién ta.” Gido hoi 1a bi tich clia thé gidi méi nay: déy
chinh 14 gido huén cna Vaticand II, ghi r6 noi Hién ché Tin
Iy v& Gido hoi (LG); Gido hdi hién dién nhw 1a mdt du chi
va la bao chimg cua cong cudc tao dung mai: “Thién Chua
da dung Loi chin 1y ma sinh ra chiing ta, dé ching ta nén
nhu cta diu mua (aparchen tina) trong céc thy tao [méi]
cua Nguoi” (Ge 1:18). Gido hoi duge coi nhu mot hat giong,
mot chat men, hodic mot chét xuc tic cla trdi mdi va dat
méi cudi cing nay.

Vao ngay Chua dén trong vinh quang, cudc bién dbi
nay s& dat dén chd thanh tru. D6 s& khoéng phai 1a mot
cudc tao dyung “tir hu v6” nhung la “tir thé 2i61”. Than xéac
phai chét ctia Ptrc Giésu di dugce Thin Khi bién dbi dé tre
nén than xac phuc sinh thé nao, thi twong tu nhu vay, thu
tao cii nay ciing s& duoc thay hinh ddi dang, theo cach thitc
ma chi ¢6 Thién Chtia méi biét; Nguoi s xo6a sach khong
chi t6i 16i, ma con céc héu qua di kém voi n6 nita (x. Rm
8:21; Kh 21:4). Do dd, rbt cude, hét thay nhitng gi hién
hiru trong thé giéi mai kia déu _mang ddy ¥ nghia; Than
Khi Sy that va la Bang ban Sy sdng, s& hién dién ngdp tran
trong khap van vat. V& mat nhan hoc, d6 s& 1a cude phuc
sinh cua ké chét; vé mit lich si-chinh tri, d6 s& 1a Nude
Thién Chuia; con vé mat vil tru, d6 1a troi méi dat méi. Pic
tin kitd thach thirc tin hiru khong nhimng hinh dung ra thé
gigi mdi d6, nhung con mo tudng va gop phin cho né
thanh tuu nira...

47«1 2 Messe sur le monde” trong Euvres, t. X111, Paris: Seuil 1961.
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KET LUAN

Thién khao luan da gigi trinh mot s6 khia canh trong
noi dung gido ly Cong giao vé Chia Thanh Than. Thiét
tuéng nhing van dé dugc trinh bay xuyén sudt thién khao
luan nay con can phai dugc bd tic va ban giai sdu rong
hon nira. Thin hoc dang tién hanh mét cude tai suy tu vé
ngoi vi va vai tro ciia Ngoi Ba Thién Chua, va ai roi cling
mong thy nhitng budc tién phat méi mé hon do c6ng cude
t41 suy tu ndy mang lai. Noi cdng ddng Vaticand II, ciing
nhur qua cudc khiing hoang tram trong vé dirc tin va ky luat
tiép sau d6, Gido hoi da song qua mot cude 1& Hién xudng
nho; thém vao do, viéc chao doi cac phong trao mdi mé
trong Gido hi, cach riéng la phong trao canh tan dic sung,
va mdt nén van hoa toan cau méi... hét thay moi bién dong
d6 da va dang lam cho than hoc phai dé tdm suy nghi vé
sinh hoat d3c thit ctia Chiia Thanh Thén.

L& tat, mudn biét Chua Thanh Thin nhidu hon, ngudi
kit can phai tim hiéu 15 hon cdc ngudn mac khai; du vay,
Ngbi Ba Thién Chua vén v6 hinh, v danh va khé ma c6
thé nhan biét hon — néu c6 thé néi duge nhu vay — hai
Ngdi Vi Cha va Con. Tri 6c con ngudi khdng phai la thir
cong cu hitu hiéu nhét gitp dao siu kha ning hiéu biét vé
Chtia Thanh Than; chi ¢6 qua “su hidu biét do déng cam”
hoac qua “con duong tinh yéu” — via amoris — thi nglI(‘:ri
kitd m&i c6 duge thir anh sang giup cho ‘thdy duoc ci vo
hinh” va, nho do, t1en vao moi thdn tinh véi Chua Thanh
Than; tuy nhién, muén duogc nhu vdy, ngudi kitd phai nén
thanh va nén than; nhung, vi khong phai 1a “than” — va cac
loai thin trong thé giéi nay 1a nhig thuc thé hét stc mo
hd — nén ngudi kitd chi c6 con dudmg duy nhét, va tot nhit
dé di dén Chta Thanh Thén: d6 13 con dudng nén thanh;
nhd Ngudi, canh cira nén thanh van hing rong ma.
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Than hoc da timg bi 1én 4n boi dé tim luc qué nhiéu
vao Kit6 hoc, nhung lai t6 ra xao ldng tho o dbi v&i Than
Khi hoc; ban chat 4n minh ctia Than Khi tit s& khong bao
gio nghi t&i chuyén “dua tranh” nhu thé! Mot dang Kitd
hoc va Ctru P hoc thich dang hodc 1a — tét hon — mdt doi
séng kit gido lanh manh tit s& gitip cho c6 duge mot y
thtrc séc bén hon vé hoat dong ctia Chua Thanh Linh. Thuc
ra, vai trd cta Nguoi 1a lam cho Pic Kitd 16n 1én trong
chung ta, nhu cac giam muc Chau My Latinh nhén dinh: “La
mon qua cua Cha, Chtia Thanh Linh lam cho chung ta tro
thanh ddng hinh ddng dang véi Pirc Giésu 1a Con Duong,
bing cach md rong con ngudi ching ta ra véi mau nhiém
ctru d6, dé nhor d6 chiing ta trd thanh con ci ctia Nguoi va
anh chi em ctia nhau; Nguoi lam cho ching ta trg thanh
déng hinh ddng dang véi Puc Giésu la Su Thét, béng cach
day cho chung ta biét tir bo nhimg gi 1a dbi tra, 1a tham
vong riéng tu trong ching ta; va Ngudi lam cho ching ta
tré thanh ddng hinh dong dang véi Pirc Giésu 1a Su Song,
bing cach ban cho chung ta kha ning 6m cham lay ké
hoach yéu thuong ctia Ngai va tir bo chinh minh ngd hau
ngudi khac ‘nhdn duge su séng trong Ngai’.” Séng nhu
thé trong Dirc Kitd va trong Thanh Linh, chic hin nha than
hoc sé& tién hanh nd luc nghién ciru than hoc ctia minh tdt
hon vé ca hai Ng6i Vi.

Than Khi 1a Thién-Chda-tai-ta va Thién-Chtia-cho-ta;
Ping thip ruc Gido hoi bang 4nh sang va ltra hong — tirc
tri thirc va tinh yéu — hét nhu bui gai boc chdy, noi ma
Mbsé duge dién kién Thién Chua vay; Nguoi cling thép
1én noi cac tam hén tin hitu ngon Itra khét khao kiém tim
Dang Tuyét d6i. Boi do, trong Gido héi, tdm hdn nguoi
kitd c6 thé cam nghiém dugc sirc song, sy an binh, niém
hén hoan, ciing nhimng an hué va hoa tréi khac do Than Khi
mang lai va, nhd do, 6¢c khon ngoan cd thé cam nhén duogc
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su hién dién cta Than Khi Thién Chta. D& rdi, mot nén
than khi hoc thuc su ¢6 the dom hoa.

“Oi Anh Sang Vinh Ciru, chi minh Ngai & trong Ngdi,
va chi minh Ngai biét Ngai: la Tu-tri, Tu-Thirc, Ngai yéu
thiwong va mim nu cuoi twoi voi chinh Ngai! 7 **

8 Dante. Paradise XXXIII. vv. 124-126.
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