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ma suy dién qua da, va phai biét dirng lai, tranh rat ra
qua nhiéu nhitng két ludn, ciing nhu tranh dat qua
nhiéu tin tudng vao tinh chinh xac cua ching.

Chic han la mirc hiéu biét vé Chiia Thanh Than sé&
tot dep hon néu thin hoc biét chu tdm hon nira vao
Ctru d6 hoc va vai trd ctia Than Khi. Than hoc Latinh
da khong luu tAm nhiéu dén khia canh nay, bai vi cac
m6 mau ctia Kinh thanh (gia chugc, dén tdi, giao hoa,
thuc toi, ctru chudc, ciru do, xa t6i...) déu hoan toan
nhim chi vé& Pirc Kitd. Cac hoat dong “khach quan”
ctia on clru d¢ co thé dé dang dugc quy gan cho Pic
Kitd, cho Canvé, cho Thip gia. Song ciing cdn phai
c6 mdt nhap tng vé phia “chu quan” cia tdm hdn con
nguoi trude on ciru dg, va chinh ¢ day, tac vu dac thi
ciia Thanh Than s& 16 hién, du c¢6 goi d6 la on thanh
héa, on cong chinh héa hay on thin héa. Theo céach
nay, than hoc s& phai danh mot vong, di vé lai véi
diem khoi dau, vé lai voi “nhiém cuc” dé noi do, tai
kham pha sy Hién Dién cua Thién Chua nhu dugc
vén mo to tuong trong mic phong phu tron ven cua
Ba Ngo6i. Va du gi di nira, than hoc nay ciing phai
khéi dau tir dire tin, phai dua dan dén duc tin, va phai
duoc trién phat trong dire tin.

I1. Chita Thanh Thén trong Kinh Thanh

A. Cuu Udc

BAt cir mét suy tu kitd nao vé Thién Chia déu phai
duge “kin muc” tir noi cac ngudn mac khai. Céach
riéng, thdn hoc vé Than Khi Thién Chua phai biét
truy tdm noi Loi Thién Chaa thir anh sang gitp soi
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roi cho chu dé tuyét murc khé hiéu nay. “Thién Chta”
da la mot mau nhiém rdi; du thé, trong Thién Chua,
Cha con ¢ mdt danh hiéu, Con thi c6 mang mét bd
mit loai ngudi... con Thanh Than thi khong thiy cé
mot danh xung nao cho thich dang, cling chang thay
mang mot bd mit nao kha di giup nhan biét duoc,
gidng y nhu gi6 vay. Boi d6, cong cudc tdm ciru dé
nhdn cho ra can tinh cua Nguoi cang tr¢ nén thuc
bach hon nira; song du gi, trong nd luc truy tim ay,
ching thdy c6 con dudng nao thich dang hon viéc lan
gio lai nhitng trang Kinh Thanh.'

Qua thuc, tir ngit “Than Khi” va “Than Khi Thién
Chia” xudt hién nhan nhan trong cac trang sach
thanh; d6 la chua ké dén nhiéu danh hiéu khéc nira.
Toan bd lich sir ciru dd dugc dit dudi su didn dit cua
Thin Khi Thién Chua, ca vé mit cac bién cb 1an vé
mét con nguoi; du vay, tinh da dang cua cac danh
hiéu, biéu tugng, cling nhu cac hoat dong lién quan
dén Than Khi d4, bing cach nay hay cach khac, khién
cho khong khoi phai lung ting, nham lan.

Cdc danh hiéu

Danh hiéu “Thanh Than” thuong dugc dung khi
ndi dén Ngoi Ba ciia Ba Ngoi Thién Chaa; du vay,
danh hiéu dy da khong hé thdy xuét hién trong Cyu
Uéc. Tiéng Do thai goi “Than Khi” 1a ruah, dugc
dich sang tiéng Hy lap (trong ban Bay Muoi) la
pneuma. Tir ngit “Than Khi” xuit hién 389 lan trong
cac ban van Kinh Thanh do phai Masorah bao luu, va
chi 277 lan trong ban Bay Muoi. Tuy nhién, cum tir

' R. Penna, “Spirito Santo”, trong Nuovo Dizionario di Teologia Bi-
blica, ed. Paoline, 1988, tt. 1498-1518.
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“Than Khi Thanh”, hay “Thanh Théan”, chi thiy xuét
hién 3 lan: a) trong Tv 51:13: “ding cat khoi long
con Than Khi Thanh ctia Ngai”; b) trong Is 63:10-11:
“ho dd ndi loan, d4 lam phién Than Khi Thanh cia
Nguoi... Pau rdi, Ping di dit noi 6ng Thin Khi
Thanh cua Nguoi?”; va c¢) trong ban Bay Muoi, Kn
1:5: “Than Khi Théanh 14 thdy day db...”, hodc trong
9:17: “Y dinh cua Chua, ai nao biét dugc, néu tu
chén cao voi, chinh Ngai ching ban BPiuc Khén
ngoan, ching giri Than Khi Thanh?”

Chi dua duy nhét vao viéc doc thay cac danh hiéu
d6, thi khong thé hiéu dugc “Than Khi” 14 gi, cang
khong thé hiéu “Than Khi Thanh” 1a chi, b&i vi,
trude tién, danh hiéu 4y khong phai lic nao ciling cé
nghia la “Théan Khi cua Thién Chua”, va ké dén, thuc
tai than linh ¢6 thé xudt hién dudi nhirng 16i biéu dat
khéc.?

Tir nglt “Than Khi” thuong dugc hiéu theo nghia
la gié. C6 18 trudong hop nhic dén “Than Khi Thién
Chua” va 27 truong hgp vé “Than Khi cua Pirc
Chua” (Yahweh). Nhitng 16i biéu dat khac lai mang
bo mat nhan hoc, ching han nhu “Than Khi ghen
tuéng” (Ds 5:14); “Than Khi khén ngoan” (Pnl
34:9); “Than Khi on hué va khin nguyén” (Der
12:10); ¢6 16i biéu dat lai mang tinh cdch map md,
nude doi, nhu Is 11:2: “Thin Khi khon ngoan va
minh man, Thin Khi muu luge va diing manh, Thin
Khi hiéu biét va kinh sg Pirc Chua.”

? Xem L. J. Wood, The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, Zondervan
F"ub. House, 1976; M. A. Chevallier, “L’Esprit de Dieu dans les
Ecritures”, trong La pratique de la Théologie, 11, Paris 1982, tt. 435-
482,
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Cac dong tir miéu ta hoat dong ctia “Than Khi” dy
ciing bién thién da dang: “Thin Khi & trén 6ng...”
(Ds 24:2); “ap xudng trén 6ng” (TI 14:6.19); “nhap
vao Pavit” (1Sm 16:13) va “roi khdi Saun™ (16:14);
“yay phu ong Ghiton” (Tl 6:34); “4p xudng trén
Edékien”(Ed 11:5); “tac dong trén Samson” (TI
13:25); “dd xudng trén ta” (Is 32:15), v.v.

Tir ngdn ngit biéu trinh da dang 4y, c6 thé két ludn
duoc ring Kinh Thanh dd trinh ta thuc tai goi la
“Than Khi” theo mot phuong cach phirc tap, khong
dé dang chi dé quy tom tAt ca vao mot dinh nghia.
Mot hoc gia da phat biéu thé nay: “Ruah néi lén y chi
tu do cia Thién Chuia trong tuong quan cua Nguoi
vGi tao vat, cach riéng ddi véi con ngtr(’)i va trudc
hét déi vai dan Nguoi; Than Khi mang y ngh:a khac
nhau tiy theo tinh chat cua cac tuong quan ay.’

Chiéu kich vii tru va nhan hoc cua Ruah

N& luc tim hiéu “than khi” trong Kinh Théanh, ké
ca viéc nhén thirc vé ¥ nghfa sdu xa nhat cua “Than
Khi Thanh” (Thanh Théin), cin phai khoi diu tir
nhitng cdp dé thdp nhét, tir y nghia binh thudng cua
tir ngit gié. Trong lic cét nghia cho Nicodémoé vé
mau nhiém Phép ra, Pic Giésu ciing da di budc
khai dau nhu thé: “Gié (pneuma) mudn thdi dau thi
thdi; 6ng nghe tiéng gié, nhung khong biét gié tir dau
dén va thdi di dau...” (Ga 3:8). Trong Cuu Uéc, viéc
Thién Chta can thiép trén con ngudi, hodc trén vii
tru, duoc goi 14 ruah... Mdisé da hat nhu sau: “No
khi Ngai da khién nuéc dang 1én... Ngai ha hoi ndi

' D. Lys, “Ruah”. Le souffle dans I'Ancien Testament, P.U.F., Paris
1962, tr. 347.
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gi6, bién vui lip chfmg di” (Xh 15:8.10). Va Thanh
vinh xung tung: “...Ngai ludt bay canh gio, sir gia
Ngai: lam gio bon phuong” (Tv 103:3.4). Y nghia
cua cac van doan Kinh Thanh dy 1a mudn phén biét
Thién Chaa cua Itraen vGi nhiing yeu té khac trong
thé gidi, tirc 1a nhiing yéu tb khong hé mic mét sic
thai than linh nao, ma chi thuan dwgc coi la nhirng
khi cu ctia Thién Chl’la ma théi. Cuu Udc di ching
dam “manh miéng” goi “Thién Chua la than khi”,
nhu vé sau sé& thay trong Ga 4:24, vi s¢ bi hiéu sai.
Khi Tv 139:7 thét 1én: “Di mai dau cho thoat than khi
Ngai, 14n noi ndo cho khuit dugc Thanh Nhan?”, thi
tinh chét song déi gitra hai vé cau khong nhim so
sanh badn char cua “than khn’gxo” voi “Thanh Nhan”,
song chi mudn noi rang ciing giébng nhu gié, Thién
Chia ¢6 mat & khiap moi noi. Ruah thuong mang
nghia don gian la gio: “mot lufmg khi di qua trudc
toi, lam 16ng toi dung dirng 1én,” Giop da noi thé, am
chi vé gié. Ciing thé, noi thlen vién, Thién Chua di
dao “lac gi6 thdi trong ngay” (St 3:8); va ¢ Ai cap,
“Pirc Chiia cho gié bién noi Ién rit manh...” (Xh
10:19). TAt ca cac van doan iy déu dung tir ruah dé
dién ta. Du vay, gié luén nim trong ban tay diéu
khién ctia Thién Chua: Ngudi mo kho tha gi6é (x. Gr
10:13), voi gié dén va cho dbi hudng gi6 (x. Xh
10:13.19), v.v.

Ruah con chi ngudn su séng, theo y nghia chi vé
hoi thg: Thién Chaa “ban sinh khi cho ngudi pham”
(Dcr 12:1), “ban hoi thd cho dan trén méat dat, ban
sinh khi cho toan thé cu dan” (Is 42:5); cho nén vao
gid 1am tir, “sinh khi dugc thiu vé tir PAng di ban
cho sinh khi 4y” (Gv 12:7). Moi loai tho sinh déu ky
thac su song cua minh vao tay Thién Chia: “Lay sinh
khi lai, la chang tat thd ngay ma tré vé cat bui. Sinh
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khi cia Ngai, Ngai gui tdi, la chung dugc dung nén,
va Ngai d6i méi mat dat nay” (Tv 104:29-30). Ruah
con c6 ¥ nghia chi vé thai trang tdm 1y va tri tué cta
con nguoi, nhu: “Tam thin vua [Phara6] xao xuyén”
(St 41:8); hodc, “mot ngudi dan ba (Anna) tam than
dau khé> (1Sm 1:15); long tri ngudi khiém ha thi bé
nho (a humble man has a small spirit: x. Cn 29:23),
ngudi kiéu hanh thi long tri huénh hoang (a proud
man has a high ruah); nguoi kién nhan thi (x. Gv
7:8); do vdy, tuc ngit cé cau: “nguoi tu chu hon ké
chiém duoc thanh” (Cn 16:32). Than khi — duogc coi
nhu trai tim hay tdm than — |a trung tdm ctia cam xic,
tu tuong va y chi (x. ching han, Xh 35:21.29; Is
19:3; Gr 51:11; Tv 51:12; v.v). Nhu thé, thuc didy mot
ngudi nao lam diéu gi d6, c6 nghia 1a “tdc dong trén
tam tri ciia nguoi é"ly” (Er 1:1), hodc nguoc lai: Giavé
“da lam cho than tri Xikhon ra cting c6i va long da
né ra chai d4” (Pnl 2:30); nhung Thién Chua ludn
luén luu tdm, vi Ngai l1a “Thién Chta ban sinh khi
cho moi xac pham” (Ds 16:22; 27:16). Thién Chua
chinh 13 “chu nhan” cia than khl Nguoi dung than
khi dé lién hé vé&i thé giGi va véi con ngudi; do la ly
do vi sao than khi lai biéu 16 cho thdy sur hién dién
cua Thién Chuta cung cac hoat dong ctia Nguoi trong
cong cudc sang tao.

Nhitng con nguwéi ciia thin khi

Trong lich su cua itraen, c6 hai loai ngudi mang
tdm quan trong quyét dinh déi véi van ménh cua toan
dan: nhitng con ngudi cua loi noi (tire, cdc ngdn s)
va nhitng con ngudi cia hanh dong (tic, cic thdm
phan va cdc vua). Ca hai loai ngudi nay déu duoc
ruah huéng dan.
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a. Cac ngén sir.—Thoi xua, céc “ngbdn si” & ftraen
mang dién mao cua nhitng “ké nhiét thanh™ hay
nhitng thi kién nhan. Nhitng hién tugng ky la xay ra
cho c4 nhan hay tap thé, thuong bi coi la vo ly va
chuéng mét. Trudng hop déng chi y nhat dugc ghi
lai trong sach Samuen: “Nguoi ta bao cho vua Saun
riang Pavit dang & Rama, vua lién sai linh dén bat
6ng Davit; nhung khi ho thdy doan ngon s, do ong
Samuen dung dau, dang [én con xuét thin ngbn s,
thi ca ho ciing Ién con xuit thin ngon sir... Biét diéu
nay, Saun lai sai cac linh khic dén, va ca nhirng
ngudi nay ciing 18n con xuit thin ngdn sit. Vua lai sai
nhém linh tha ba di, va ca nhitng ngudi nay ciing Ién
con xudt thin ngdn su...” Do vay, Saun lién dich than
di Rama “va than khi Thién Chia ciing xudng trén
vua... ca vua ciing coi 4o ra, ca vua ciing lén con xuat
than ngdn sit trudc mat dng Samuen; rdi cir [y trdn
nhu vdy, vua ngd vat xudng, nim sudt ngay subt dém
hém 4y...” (1Sm 19:19-24). Mét trudng hop tuong tu
cling dugc thuét lai trong Ds 11:26-29: khi Endat va
Médat duge lanh nhin mét phan than khi dau trén
ong Mbisé, thi ho ciing dugc di vao tinh trang Xuit
than trong trai; ong Gidsué muén ngan can ho nén da
cit 101 hoi Mdisé, nhung 6ng Moisé dap rang: “Phai
chi Pirc Chiia ban Than Khi trén toan dan cia Nguoi
dé ho déu la ngdn si!” Bai d6, “than khi thanh”
chinh 1a mdt mén qua dugc ban cho hay cat di cach
nhung khéng, ching ai tién lugng dugc, ciing ching
thudc s& hitu cua riéng ai. Liic Mdisé chia sé than khi
dang ddu trén 6ng cho 70 ky muc, thi “ho ciing bit
ddu xuat thdn ngdn sir, song viéc do khong tai dién
nita” (Ds 11:25). Tinh trang “ngdn si” kiéu iy ching
thay c6 lién hé gi dén mot “1oi” nao; nghia la, khong
hé thiy céc ngén sir iy truyén dat lai mot sir diép nao
ciia Thién Chtia; xem ra, d6 chi thuin 1 nhitng hién
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trgng cho thdy Thién Chta hién dién bing nhing
cach thuc la lung ma théi. Tro thanh “con nguoi cua
than khi” theo cach 4y xem ra ching mang lai mot y
nghia hay ho nao; chinh vi thé, trong 2V 9:11, mot
mén dd cua Elisa da bi goi la “tén khung”. N

Diéu d6 giai thich vi sao céc ngdn st lon thude
cac thé ky 8-7 TCN (Hésé, Amdt, Isaia, Mikha,
Xéphénia, Nakhum, Khabactc, Giérémia) lai tranh
khong dé nguoi ta goi minh la “ngdn si” . TAt ca céc
ngdn sur nay deu c6 lién hé voi ruah. Du vay, din da
vé sau, mot mdi lién hé da dugc thiét 1ap giita than
khi va 1oi: lic va vao mat Mikhagiohu trudc mat vua
Akhép, ngén sir Xitkigiahu di bao ring: “Than khi
cia Pic Chua tur noi ta da qua nga nao ma noi Vi
ml'?  (1V 22:24); méi lién hé [gilra t than khi va 1oi]
4y da c6 ngudn gdc noi cac truyén thong xa xua, nhu
doc thdy trong trucmg hgp cua Biloam: “Than khi
Thién Chua ¢ trén oOng, ong lién cat tiéng doc bai
tho...” (Ds 24:2-3). Cac ngon st ldn khong cho thdy
c6 mot tinh trang xudt than nao noi cac ngai, song chi
chan thuc cong bd 16i cia Thién Chia bing thai do
hing hén ma thoi. Subt trong cudc luu day (thé ky 6
TCN), cac “nabis” (tién tri, ngdn sir), cac chiém
nhan, thi kién nhan kiéu doi xwa ciing nhitng dong
hoi cua ho, ting théy xuét hién trong céc hién tuong
la thuong (xuét than ngdn sir) trude day, di dan da
bién mat. Tir d6 ve sau, than khi cia Pac Chia xuét
hién nhu 1a ngudn uy the cho nhitng 1oi phat biéu,
nhirng s ngdn, tirc Lai cua Thién Chua.

Edékien da dién ta didu nay hét strc 15 rang: “Than
khi Ptrc Chua ap xubng trén tdi; Ngud¢i phan voi toi:
‘Nguoi hdy noi: Dic Chua phéan the nay...” (Ed 11:5;
X. 2:2; 3:12; 14:24). On goi lam ngdn s cua ong
khoi phét tir noi than khi, tir mot thdn khi ma éng
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thay ring minh khong thé chong cuong lai dugce, va
cé cam tudng nhu thé bi tém ldy vay; nén chi, ong
moi goi d6 1a “ban tay cua Puc Chua” (1:3). Vao
gitta cudc luu day & Babylon, Isaia dé nhi da ching
thiy e ngai dé cong bd ring: “Va gio day, Pirc Chia
la Chua Thuong sai toi cling v&i than khi ctia Nguoi”
(Is 48:16), va coi minh la “tiéng n6i”, c6 bon phan
“hé” 1én ma “cong bd” ring “loi cta Thién Chia
chiing ta doi doi bén virng” (40:3.6.8). Hoi huong
roi, Isaia dé tam coéng bd rang: “Than khi cua Pirc
Chiia ngu trén toi, vi Nguoi di xirc dau tin phong
toi, sai di bao tin ming cho ké ngheéo hén, bang bd
nhitng tdm long tan nat, cong bd 1énh 4n x4 cho ké bi
giam cam, ngay phéng thich cho nhitng ti nhan, cong
b6 mét nam hdng 4n cia Pirc Chua...” (Is 61:1-2).
Vén doan nay, ma vé sau thanh Luca sé& dung lai dé
cit nghia st vu ctia Dirc Giésu, da cho thay mot lién
hé dugc thiét lap gitta than khi, viéc xirc dau va sir vu
loan bao Tin mung; vdn doan ay ham dung moét y
nghia déi dao, ich dung ca cho nén than hoc ngay nay
nira. Tr nhadn quan ay, nhin lai lich sir cua ftraen, céc
ngon su vé sau s& cit nghia thai do bat trung cua déan
nhu 1a thai ¢ cing long, tir chdi © ‘nghe 101 day bao
ma Dirc Chia cac dao binh da gui dén nhd than khi
cua Ngudi, qua trung gian cac ngbén st thoi xua”
(Der 7:12; x. Nkm 9:30). Mbi lién d6i chit ché gitra
than khi va cac ngdn sir da tat yéu thAm nhuan trong
tdm thirc cua ngudi Do thai dén do cac rabbi vé sau
dd c6 thé phat biéu ring: “lic cic ngdn sir sau hét
(Khacgai, Dacaria va Malakhi) qua doi, thi Thanh
Thén ciing khong con c6 mit & Itraen.™

* Toseftah, Sota 13.2; Babylonian Talmud, Sankhedrin 11a.
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b. Cdc nha lanh dao.—Than khi soi sang hét moi
hoat dong, cach riéng la cac vi lanh dao dugc chon dé
huéng din dan toc trén budc dudng lir hanh giira
dong lich su. Du vay, c6 diéu la la hiém khi thay
ruah bat lién lac véi Moisé, mot vi lanh dao, mét
ngdn su, va la nha lam luat Xuat ching dén nhu thé;
chi trong Ds 11:16.19 méi thay than khi cua Yahweh
ngu xudng trén 6ng théi, va than khi dy du tran tdi
muc lan sang 70 ky muc khac. Than khi iy da dugc
ban xudng dé “vac ganh nang cia dan” (11:17); bai
d6, nhitng ai dugc goi vao tac vu nay déu dugc ban
cho than khi 4y. Va diéu nay dugc thé hién trude hét
noi nguoi ké vi 6ng Moisé la Gidsué, “mot con ngudi
c6 than khi & cung”, 1a ngudi c¢6 thién tu lanh dao:
“Gidsué, con dng Nun, di duoc diy than khi khon
ngoan, vi 6ng Mdisé da dat tay trén ong” (Dnl 34:9);
van doan nay két ndi than khi vdi mot nghi thirc, ham
dung y nghia ton gido.

D6i véi truong hop cia cac tha lanh, thin khi ngu
xubng nhitng lic cac dng can hanh dong; cé thé doc
thdy diéu nay trong trudng hgp cta Otnién (T1 3:10),
Ghiton (6:34), Giptac (11:29), Samson (13:25; v.v.).
Trudng hop cia vua Saun ciing tuong tu nhu thé
(1Sm 11:6). Thin khi ban cho sirc manh, long can
dam, kha nang dé chu toan st vu; chfmg ai, ké ca ban
than cac ngudi 1anh dao 4y, c6 thé khang cu lai dugc
than khi. Du véy, stc niang dong “siéu nhién” ay,
thuong thdy di kém véi nhitng hién tugng la thuong,
lai mang tinh cach tam thoi va khong thf‘a tién luong,
thuong bién mat mot khi st vu da hoan tét.

Pavit 1a mot truong hop dic biét, néu khong néi 1a
ddc nhit v6 nhi. Sau khi Samuen xirc dau cho Davit,
thi “tir ngay dé trd di, thin khi Ptic Chua nhédp vao
Pavit...” (1Sm 16:11), lam nhu thé & Iudn noi Pavit.
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Trong trudng hop cac vi vua khac, thdy c6 xic diu
nhung lai khéng thiy cé thin khi dau ca. Du vay,
Xitkigiahu — vi vua ma 2V 24:19 goi la “da lam diéu
dir trai mat Dic Chua” — lai duge Ac 4:20 goi la
“ding duoc Pire Chua xirc diu, va tirng la 18 song
cua ching t6i” (tirc, sinh khi cna ching toi).’ Li
dién dat dy dua theo quan niém cua Dong phuong
cho rang vua la Thién tir, dugc quyén ning cua troi
nhép thé vao dé che chd va bao vé cho su séng con
ctia mot qubc gia. Song ¢ day, vua 1a “ngudi dugc
Pirc Chua xtrc diu”, nén moi quyén luc ong ta cé
dugc la ctua Thién Chua, con 6ng ta chi la khi cu cua
Ngudi ma thoi.

Ciing boi hiém khi thdy mot lién hé nao giita thn
khi va viéc xtrc dau, nén khong thé noi dén viéc dinh
ché hoa thin khi trong cac cdu tric chinh tri hay ton
gido cua ltraen Viéc xtrc dau phong vuong hay
phong tu té chang hé bao dam la s& nhdn dugc than
khi. Trén thyc té, trong Cyu Uéc, than khi chua bao
gid duoc nbi két véi chic tu té. Ciing dang luu y
thém ring, khong bao gi¢ thdy tir ngir “than khi” xuét
hién trong cac ban van ludt caa Ngi kinh, du ching
la “Loi coa Thién Chua,” dién ta hing hdn nhat y
Thién Chtia déi véi dan Ngudi. Thién Chua da khong
mudn bi go bé vao trong 1é luit hay nhitng céu tric
ton gido khac ma chinh Ngud¢i da ban cho dan Nguoi;
nhu thé, Ngudi cho thdy ring thin khi cia Nguoi
dang va s€ vuot lén trén moi thuc tai ay, tirc 1a khong
hé bi tréi budc vao bat cir thi gi, song dang hoat
dong va moi goi cac thuc tai Ay md& long ra véi

® Pay la mot danh hi¢u danh cho Pharaé cua Ai cip, Ramses II, ngu y
néi rang vua chinh 12 “I& séng” cua con dan. Cac hoang dé Lama ciing
duge coi nhu véy; vi thé, Seneca goi hoang dé la spiritus vitalis, tic
sinh khi cua dan, De clem. 1,4.
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nhitng diéu mdi me, diang theo tu thé 1a nhitng thuc
tai sinh dong. Khoang cach gifra L& ludt va than khi
s& trd nén rd rang hon trong Tan Uédc, dic biét 1a noi
thanh Phaolo.

Than Khi va cong cudc sang tao

Trong St 1:2, lruyén théng da nhin thay vai tro cua
Than Khi Séang tao: “DAt con tmng rong, chua co
hinh dang, bong téi bao trim vuc tham, va Than Khl
Thién Chua (ruah Elohim) bay lugn trén mat nudc.”
Vin doan nay cé tinh chit nuéc déi, bdi ruah Elohim
c6 thé dugc dich thanh “Than Khi Thién Chaa”, hodc
“hoi th¢ Pang Quyén nang” (x. Kn 5:23). Va du
trong trudng hop nao, thi ciing khong bao gio thay tiur
“than khi” (ruah) ding phia sau, du chi c6 10i Ia
mang tac nang than linh khién cho moi tao vat xuét
hién. Dau vay, rd rang la 10i (dabar) va khi (ruah)
song hanh véi nhau; nén chi, trong Thanh vinh, méi
song hanh dy da dugc chi rd thé nay: “Mat 1oi Chaa
phan l[am ra chin téng troi; mot hoi Chua the tao
thanh muon tinh ta” (Tv 33:6). Tac nang ay ctia than
khi 10 hién noi muén loai tho sinh: “Lay sinh khi lai,
la ching tat tho ngay, ma tré vé cat bui. Sinh khi cua
Ngai, Ngai gui tdi, la ching dugc dung nén, va Ngai
déi mdi mat dat nay” (Tv 104:29-30). Y niém tuong
tu do cling dugc lap lai trong G 34:14-15. Trong thi
cach ctia ngudi Do thai, cac vé song dbi nhau thufmg
cho thiy nét tuong duong gifra loi va than khi
thé, 10i bao gio cung dong vai tro chinh yeu Ch]
trong khi duy tri su song caa cac sinh hitu thé, thi vai
trdo hanh tdc cia mdt minh than khi mdi thdy xudt
hién ro; tuy nhién, & day, than khi chi 1a mét mon qua
ma Thién Chéa ban ting, chit khong hé 1a mot tac
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nhan. Chung quy lai, moi su song déu khoi phat tir
noi Thién Chuaa. “Than khi” thi luu lai noi cac vat thu
tao, trong luc loi thi luu lai noi Thién Chua; bai do,
“than khi” 1a mdi day ndi két cong cudc tao dung véi
Thién Chua, 1a stc niang dong cua Ping Hoéa cong
dang duy tri su ton tai ciia moi loai: “bai sinh khi bat
diét cuna Ngai & trong mudn loai muon vat” (Kn
12:1).

Than khi 4y hién dién noi con ngudi trong tu cach
la ngudn sinh luc (vital dynamism); tuy nhién lai rit
hiém khi dugc coi nhu la tac nhan vé mit luan Iy hay
dao dirc. Nhu da thdy, thin khi ban cho con nguoi
kha nang dé chu toan mét s vu nao do, song lai
khong hé thdy noi rang thin khi 4y thic diy con
ngudi hudng vé dang thanh thién. Chi cé 1oi ciu
nguyén trong Tv 51:12-13 méi biéu trinh cho thay co
diéu gi d6 sdu thim hon: “Lay Chaa Troi, xin tao cho
con mdt tdm long trong tring, d6i mdi tinh than cho
con nén chung thay. Xin dirng n& dudi con khong cho
gan Nhan Théanh, dirng cit khoi long con than khi
thanh cia Ngai.” O day, Cyu Udc da dat téi dinh
diém: Thin Khi Thién Chia bién dbi tdm long, tuc
can thiép vao noi mAu chét ctia nhan cach va cia moi
diéu lanh hay dir trong con ngudi, gitp con ngudi co
kha nang vuon téi su thanh thién. Tinh trang bét
dung than giira Than Khi va t6i 15i xuét hién rd rang
hon trong sdch Khon ngoan; trong d6, “khén ngoan”
va “than khi” duoc coi 1a ddng nghia. “T4m hén gian
ac, Puc Khdén Ngoan ching ngu vao; xac thit dim
chim trong ti 15i, Pirc Khon Ngoan khéng cu ngu...
Than khi thanh ludn tranh thoi loc lira...” (Kn 1:4.5).
Boi do, Théan khi xudt phat tir Thién Chua va thuoc
vé Thién Chua.
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Loi huva ban Than Khi

Kinh Thanh hiéu lich st theo mot tiéu dich rd, voi
mot thoi gian “nhédt dinh”, tac thai gian trong do
Thién Chia s& lam cho moi 16i Nguoi hira va moi ke
hoach Ngudi 4n dinh nén tron. Vao “thoi sau hét” 4y,
Than Khi s& déng mét vai trong yéu. Va céach riéng,
nhitng ké thu huong an hué s& la E)ang Thién sai
(Messiah) va toan thé dan toc.

a. Than Khi va Pdng Thién sai.—Sau bao nhiéu
that bai chong chit trong lich sir nudc nha, ftraen da
don tron niém trong cho vao Ping Mésia. Méi lién
hé giita Than Khi va Ding Thién sai chi thdy xuét
hién trong Isaia, nhung lai dugc trinh ta mot cach
long trong: néi vé mdt “mam non tur goc td Giésé”
thudc dong doi Pavit — tién tri da viét thé nay: “Than
Khi BPac Chta sé ngu trén vi nay: thian khi khon
ngoan va minh min, thdn khi muwu luge va diing
manh, thz"in khi hiéu biét va kinh so Pic Chua” (Is
11:2); r0| phéi hop 1oi va Than Khi lai vdi nhau,
Isaia viét tiép: “Loi Nguoi noi la cdy roi danh vao xur
s&, hoi miéng tho ra giét chét ké gian ta” (c.4). Noi
Pavit, Than Khi da cu ngu thé nao, thi noi Déng
thudc dong doi cua ong, Than Khi ciing s& dén cu
ngu, nghi ngoi, va sé pha ban cho nhitng pham tinh
wu hang cua bac tri vi nhu thé: khén ngoan, minh
man, sitc manh dé vun trong dirc cong chinh va niém
an binh. Khi d6, nhan loai s& lai dugc trd vé vdi tinh
trang thién duong, trong mdi hoa hop tron ven va phd
quat.

Vé sau, vi ctru tinh nay sé& xuét hién dudi dung
mao ngudi Toi trung cua Giavé (Servant of Yahweh),
ciing tran day Than Khi: “Téi trung cua Ta... Ta cho
Than Khi Ta ngu trén nd; né s& lam sang to cong ly
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trudc mudn dan” (Is 42:1). Nguoi Toi trung nay ciling
s& la mot ngdn sir, va phai ganh chiu nhidu dau khé:
“Nho ndi théng khé cua minh, ngudi s& lam cho
mudén dan nén ngudi céng chinh va s& ganh 14y toi 15i
cua ho” (53:11). Sau cudc luu day, ngén s Isaia lai
cong bd mot lan nira: “Than Khi cia Ptc Chua la
Chuaa Thugng ngu trén tdi, vi Pirc Chua da xirc dau
tan phong toi, sai di bao tin mirng cho ké nghéo hén,
bang bo nhi“rng te‘im long tan nat, cong bd énh an xa
cho ké bi giam cAm, ngay Phong thich cho nhitng tu
nhan, cong bé moét nim hong an cua Pic Chua...
(61:1-2). Lai thém mét lan nira, Than Khi duoc két
ndi voi viée xtre dau (co tinh céach 4n du) va vai loi,
mot thir 1o1 cd kha nang chira lanh, an i va dem lai
niém vui. Loi htra 4y sé duoc hién thuc héa noi Dirc
Giésu.

b. Than Khi va ddn Itraen.—Ilsaia di hira ring
“vao ngay do, Pac Chta cac dao binh s€ la... mot
Than Khi céng minh ngu trén ngai xét x” vi lgi ich
cta dan. Song phai doi dén cdc ngdn st tir thoi luu
day tro vé sau, chi dé nay méi dugc khai trién.
Giérémia loan bao mdt giao udc mdi “dugce ghi vao
long da” (Gr 31:31-34), va Edékien da cit nghia: “Ta
sé ban ting cdc nguwoi mot qua tim mdi, s& dat Than
Khi ma&i vao long cac nguoi... Ta sé dat vao long cac
nguoi Than Khi caa Ta, va Ta sé lam cho cac nguoi
di theo thanh chi...” (Ed 36:26.27). Ruah da dugc
trinh ta nhu 1a nguyén ly cia mot cudc ddi mdi tan
can, lam cho con ngudi cé kha nang song thanh y
Thién Chtia. D6 s& la mon qua xuét phat tir [ong nhén
tir cia Thién Chta. Than Khi sé “dung” nhitng ké
chét day, tua nhu dang thuc hién mét cong cudc sing
tao mdi, ca vé mat thé Iy 1an vé mat ton gido. Isaia dé
nhi lap lai 101 hira 4y rang: “Trén dong ddi nguoi, Ta
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sé do than khi trén con chau nguoi, Ta ban mudn
phic lanh...” (Is 43:3). Tuy nhién, chinh Giéen méi
la ngdn sk hung hon cong b vé mén qua dy: “Ta sé
dd Than Khi Ta trén hét thay ngudi pham. Con trai
con gai cac nguoi s€ trd thanh ngdén s, nguoi gia
dugc bao mong, thanh nién thidy thi kién. Trong
nhitng ngay dé, Ta ciing sé dé Than Khi Ta trén toi
nam t¢ ntt” (Ge 3:1-2). Boi vay, khong mét ai trong
dan song vao thoi canh chung, sé bi loai trir ra ma
khong nhan dugc mén qua di hira ban cho nhu thé.
D6 chinh la nhitng gi thanh Phérd da kinh nghiém
qua va dd manh mé cong bo trong ngay 1& Ngii Tuin
(x. Cv 2:16tt).

Than Khi (fy la mot ngoi vi than linh?

L& tat, trong Cuu Uédc, chﬁng ta khong thé tim
thdy mot mac khai minh nhién nao vé Ba Ngoi. Du
vay, hat glong mac khai kia hdng tiém tang noi day.
Piéu ma cac ban van cd xua nhat goi la “Than Khi
buc Chua” (Spirit of Yahweh), “Than Khi Thién
Chua” (Spirit of Elohim), thi cac tac gia vé sau — c6
I& vi mudn tranh kéu tén Thién Chua — da goi la
“Than Khi Thanh” (Holy Spirit); bdi Thién Chia la
“thanh” tu ban chat (x. Pn 4:5.15): 1&i Thién Chua la
thanh (x. Gr 23:9), canh tay Thién Chua la thanh (x.
Is 52:10), danh Thién Chua la thanh (x. Am 2:7); cho
nén, Than Khi Thanh c6 nghia 12 Than Khi Thién
Chua.

Du thé, Cuu Udc da khong quan niém Than Khi ay
nhu la mot ngoi vi — theo nghia kinh vién chi vé mot
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ca nhdn c6 ban thé tri tinh ciing khong, ma theo y
niém Sémit hiéu vé& mot hiru thé tu tri c6 kha nang
hoat dong doc 1ap dbi vdi nhitng hitu thé khac ciing
khéng. Than Khi chinh 1a stc ning dong cia Thién
Chua trong cudc sang tao, la phuong tién Thién Chua
dung dé hoat dong noi con ngudi, chang han nhu: loi
Ngudi, canh tay Ngudi, v.v. Cling giong nhu hoi tho
va loi néi phat ra tir miii miéng thé nao, thi Than Khi
ciing tir noi Thién Chiia ma dén theo cung cach nhu
vdy; va theo 16i biéu dat Do thai, thi Than Khi dy
duogc sai di (x. Is 48:16), dugc dat vao (x. Is 63:11),
dugc dé xudng (x. Is 32:15), v.v. Than khi ay lwu lai
trén ftraen nham ché che (x. Kg 2:5), dan dat (x. Tv
143:10) va day db qua trung gian céc ngodn st (x. Der
7:12). Trong mot vai truong hgp, Thin Khi duoge
nhan cach hoa, dugc gan cho nhiing tinh cam (“ho da
lam phién Than Khi Thanh”: Is 63:10), hodc céc hoat
dong tri tué (“Than Khi cia Dirc Chia thiu hiéu hét
moi 1&i moi tiéng”: Kn 1:7); du vay, nhitng 16i biéu
dat 4y chi don thudn 1 nhitng hinh thai tu tir, biéu thi
chd dirng cuia nhitng cam xuc hay tri hiéu. Chua bao
gio trong Do Thai gido, Thin Khi Thién Chua da
dugc hiéu nhu 12 mot ngdi vi. Tuy thé, thuc thé ning
dong iy — tire, Than Khi — roi day sé& “trudng thanh”
trong Tan Udc; va mac khai vé thuc tai tron ven cua
Thién Chiia sé dat dén mic vién man cua né.® Mac
khai va on ctru do dién tién trong lich sir tra nhu mét
thuc thé hitu co sdéng dong: m&i mot giai doan déu co
nhitng kairos clia né, tire tién hanh theo nhitng thoi
k¥ thich hgp. Nhu thanh Grégorioé Nadiaden da viét:

“Cuu Udc da cong bo hét sirc ré vé Cha, nhung lai
té ra mi md vé Con. Tan Uédc mac khai vé Con,

® Xem thém Christopher J. H. Wright, Knowing the Holy Spirit
Through the Old Testament, InterVarsity Press, 2006
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nhung lai chi thip thoang cho thdy vé thién tinh cia
Than Khi. Gi¢ day, Théan Khi da lén tiéng doi cho
dugc quyén cong din & gitta ching ta, va con ban
cho chiing ta mdt cai nhin hét strc sang to vé chinh
Nguoi. Qua la thiéu khon ngoan néu chua tuyén b
vé thdn tinh cia Cha ma da tryc chi di dén chd
tuyén xung vé Con, va néu chua nhin nhén than tinh
ctia Con, ma di ban vé& Thanh Than nhu mét phéan
gén thém... va dé dung mét 16i noi hoi kho khan...

thuan tuy chi nhu la mgt cach thic day manh va
trién khai — tir mirc d§ vinh quang nay dén mirc d6
vinh quang khéc — anh sidng ctia Ba Ng6i Thién
Chila dang chiéu téa mot cach hét strc rang ngdi™’

B. Tan Uérc
Tir vung

Tir vung cua Tan UGc xoay quanh thudt ngir
pneuma trong tiéng Hy lap, mot tor ngit trung tinh;
pneuma xuat hién 379 lan, véi ¥ nghia ciing tuong tyu
nhu ruah trong tiéng Do thai, tirc chi vé gid, hoi th,
than khi.® Con tir ngit Thanh Thén (hagion pneuma)
xuét hién 101 lin, va & diy, né mang mot ¥ nghia
dich thuc thin hoc. Tinh chat phong phi cua tir ngir
nay hién rd qua viéc né dugc su dung trong Do thai
gido thoi d6 — tai Qumran, chang han — va céach riéng,
trong kinh nghiém cua Gido hdi, ma dirc tin da dugc
phan anh qua cac ban viét cia Tan Udc. Tir “Than
Khi” xuat hién khoang 120 lan trong Tan U¢c. Va chi
nguyén tir “Thin Khi” khong théi ciing dia mang mot
¥ nghia thin hoc rd rang rdi. Thuat ngir “Théan Khi

7 Orationes Theologicae, 5:26.
¥ Xem C. Brown, “Spirit”, in Colin Brown (ed), Dictionary of New
Testament Theology, 111, 689-709.



36

Thién Chua” xuét hién 18i 30 lan va “Than Khi cua
Cha” (Mt 10:20) chi mot lan. “Thin Khi ctua Dirc
Chua” xuét hién 14 lan trong Cuu Udc, song lai chi
xuit hién c6 4 lan trong Tan Udc ma thoi, va ching
hé thdy mang mot y nghia Kitd hoc hay than hoc nao
hét. Thénh Phaold néi vé “Than Khi ctia Con” (Gl
4:6), vé “Than Khi cua Puc Kité” (PI 1: 19), va ding
nhitng dién ta tuong tu ma chiing ta c6 thé doc thay
trong Cv 16:7 va trong 1Pr 1:11. Cudi clng, c6
nhitng cach dién ta mang ¥ nghia mo ho, chang han
nhu “Than Khi su that” (Ga 14:17), “Than Khi su
sébng” (Rm 8:2), “tinh than nd 1&... Thin Khi lam cho
nén nghia tad” (Rm 8:15), “Than Khi duc tin” (2Cr
4:13), “Than Khi linh hirng cho ngdn st” (Kh 19:10),
va “than khi khén ngoan va mac khai” (Ep 1:17).
Khong ré6 d6 c6 phai hay khong la mot dang thudc
cach dién nghia (nhitng khi tir “than khi” ching mang
dugc mdt y nghia dac biét nao), hodc 1a mdt dang
thudc cach thuc sy mang mdt y nghia chuyén biét nao
do.

Hoat dong ctia Thin Khi dugc trinh ta bing nhiéu
dong tir, chang han nhu 1a Than Khi “dap xudng” (Mt
3:16), “dén” (Ga 15:26), “dd day” (Lc 1:15), “ngu
trén” (1Pr 4: 14), “nhédp vao” (Kh [1:11), “ndi” (Mt
10:20), “kéu lén” (Gl 4:6), “hdang hai” (Mt 26:41),
“lam cho song” (Ga 6:63), “lam ching” (Cv 5:32),
“ngan can” (Cv 16: 6tt), “ngu trong” (Rm 8:9.11),
“giap do, cu thay nguyén giap” (Rm 8:26), “cdng
chinh hoa” (1Cr 6:11), “dugc thap sang” (1Tx 5:19),
“sinh hoa qua” (Gl 5: 22), “d6i mcn" (Rm 7: 6) Lbi
biéu dat phong phu 4y cho thiy rang “Than Khi”
khong hé 1a mot thuc tai don nghia; y nghia chinh
xac thi khong dé dang gi dé xdc dinh, va céc hoc gia
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c6 thé nghi 1a thuong thi né biéu thi mot su vat, song
d6i lac no6 lai ham chi mot cé hiru the.

Pneuma vé&i v nghia chi “gié” thi hiém khi thdy
diing: chi trong Ga 3:8 va Dt 1:7; khi mudn chi vé
“gi6” thi Tan Udc dung chit anemos (x. ching han,
Mec 4:37; Ga 6:18; v.v.). Con vdi ¥ nghia chi vé “hoi
thé”, thi tir pneuma chi dugc ding trong ciu néi vé
cai chét cua Pirc Giésu (Mc 27:50; Le 23:46). Cach
chung hon, tir ngt nay rnang y nghla chi vé “tinh chét
bén trong ciia con ngudi”, vé khuynh huéng tinh than
hay tri tué, hoac chu quan tinh, nhu doc thdy trong
Mt 5:3 (“tinh thdn kho nghéo”), Cv 17:16 (“long tri
Phaolé nhitng uét 1én”), v.v. Mo hd hon nita 1a céc
vin doan trong dé tir “than khi” — mang y nghia chic
chén chi vé con ngudi — lai néi 1én sy tham du vao
suc ndng dong caa Thién Chua; nhu trong doan noi
vé Gioan Ty gia cang 16n lén thi “tinh than cang
thém virng manh” (Lc 1:80), hodc doan nhéc dén su
viéc Apdld rao giang “véi tdm hdn nong nhiét” (Cv
18:25), hodc trong 10i cdu chiic: “4n sung cta Chia
Giésu Kitd & cing tdm hén anh chi em” (Plm 25);
V.V.

Cubi cung, “than khi” dugc sir dung 16i 40 lan véi

nghla chi vé cac thién thin, cic ta than hay ac thén,
hoac céc thé luc su dir (x. Ep 2, 2). D6 1a 16i néi tiéu
biéu ciia Do thai gido duong thdi.

So véi cach hiéu trong Cuu Udec, pneuma cho thay
la da@ c6 mdt budc tieén lon, toc mic lay dugc mot y
nghia than hoc vung chic, hodc hon the nita, mot y
nghia thuc su kitd.® Than Khi dugc nbi két sau dam
hon véi Dirc Kitd va véi doi séng thiéng liéng cia

? Xem Warrington, Keith, Discovering the Holy Spirit in the New
Testament, Peabody: Hendrickson Publ. 2005.
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kitdé hiru, cling nhu d& trd thanh sic ndng dong siéu
viét cuia Gido hoi. Mot ngoi vi? Cac hoc gia cé nhitng
quan diém khac nhau. Nhin chung, trong Tin mung
Nhat 1am, chi c6 Mt 28:19 la néi rd vé mot ngdi vi;
trong Coéng vu téng d6, chi 15:28 duge coi la chic
chin chi vé mot ngdi vi; con trong cac truong hop
khéc thi c6 thé duogc hiéu nhu 12 nhitng 16i nhén cach
héa ctia mdt nang luc gh:«in thiéng; trong van bd Phao-
16, ca vi tinh cua Than Khi xuat hién rd rang hon,
chéng han nhu trong Rm 8:15.26; 1Cr 3:16, va tinh
chat 4y cang hién ré trong cac cong thirc Tam vi: 1Cr
12:4-6; 2Cr 13:3; con thanh Gioan thi trinh ta Than
Khi nhu 1a “Pang Bao trg khac”, va do dé ciling la
modt ngdi vi nhu chinh Dlic Giésu (x. Ga 14:16tt;
15:26; 1Ga 2:27, v.v.). Mac khai vé Thanh Thén dién
ra mot cach tiém tién trong kinh nghiém cua céc tdng
dd va ciia gido hoi, cling nhu qua nd lyc mai gifia céc
y niém."

Than Khi va Dirc Giésu Kitd

Thanh Than la Than Khi cia Dac Kitd, dugc Chuia
Phuc Sinh phai giri dén v6i Giao hoi nhu 1a “loi hira
cia Cha” (Lc 24:49), dé “hoan tit” cong trinh ciru
d6. Nhu ching ta biét dugc Cha nhd Con, thi chiing
ta ciing nhan ra dugc Than Khi |2 Pang nao qua viéc
nhin vao nhitng hoat dong cia Ping 4y trong Pic
Kitd."

12 Xem R. Spitz, La révélation progressive de |'Esprit Saint, Paris: éd.
du Cédre, 1976.

! Xem Barrett, C. K., The Holy Spirit and the Gospel Tradition. Lon-
don: SPCK, 1958; Pikaza, X, “El Espiritu Santo y Jesus,” Estudios Trini-
tarios1982. Vol. XVI, tt. 3-79; Bomoni, M, “El Espiritu Santo y Jests.
Reflexidn biblico — sistematica,” Estudios Trinitarios, 2000. Vol.
XXXIV, tt. 3-31; Chevallier, M-A, Souffle de Dieu, Le Saint-Esprit
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“Thu thai béi phép Chiia Thdnh Than”

Chén 1y nay cua kinh Tin kinh bat ngudn tir cac
trinh thuat cia Luca va Matthéu vé thoi tho 4u. Trong
khung canh truyén tin, thanh Luca ké lai 1oi sir than
Gabrien néi vdi Puc Maria: “Thanh Thin s& ngu
xudng trén ba... Boi thé ma con tré sip sinh sé duoc
goi la thanh, 1a Con Thién Chaa” (Lc [:35). Cung
mot cach tuong tu, thanh Matthéu da ghi lai viéc
thién thdn bao mong cho thanh Giuse vé cin tinh cia
hai nhi, dugc thu thai “nhd Chaa Thanh Than”: “Nay
ong Giuse, la con chau DPavit, dirng ngai ddén ba
Maria vo Ong vé, vi ngudi con ba cuu mang la do
quyen nang Chua Thanh Than” (Mt 1:18-21). Thanh
Than ngu xudng trén Maria, nhung dich nham lai la
Pirc Giésu trong tu cach l1a Con va la Pang Ciru do.
Tuy nhién, viéc Thanh Than ngu xudng trén Duc
Maria va viéc ha sinh cia Pang Ctu thé da cho thay
mdi két lién chat ché trong van ménh cia me va con.

Tir thud so khai, Gido héi da mudn cho thay rang
méi lién hé gitra Dtrc Giésu véi Than Khi Thién Chia
khéng chi bat diu véi phép rira tai séng Giodan,
nhung da c¢é ngay tur khi Ngai mang thdn phén lam
ngudi. So sanh Pirc Giésu vdi Gioan Tay Gia, bao
gio Luca ciling néu bat nét uu trgi cua Duc Giésu
(x.1:32.78; 2: 11.26.34. 38. 49); vi thé, Luca viét vé
Gioan la ngai “da dfiy Thanh Théan ngay tir lac con
trong bung me” (Lc 1:15); do do, co thé thdy duoc
rang Duac Giésu con du day Thanh Than hon boi
phan! Trong hai chuong dau, Luca da cho thdy cac

dans le Nouveau Testament, Volume I: Ancien Testament — Hellénis-
me et Judaisme — La Tradition synoptique — L ceuvre de Luc, Le Point
Théologique, 26, Editions Beauchesne, Paris, 1978,
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nhan vét trong trinh thuit cia ngai déu dugc Than
Khi tac dong dé lam ching cho Puc Giésu, nhu: ba
Elisabét (1:1), 6ng Dacaria (1:67), 6ng Siméon (2:25-
27) va ba Anna (2:36); Thanh Than dua Cuu Udc tdi
ché thanh tuu, 1am cho “phdn dén [itraen] con lai”
thdy ring binh minh ciia Tan Uéc dang 16 dang.

Luca ciing ndi két Thanh Thin véi “quyén ning
cua Pang T6i Cao” va “bong rop” cua Thién Chia
(1:35). Quyén nang dy biéu thi sirc ning dong cua
pneuma, luén duge trao ban dé hoan thanh s vu
ciing nhu dé hoan tat viéc ctru do; va noi nao c¢é Than
Khi, thi noi d6 ¢é Thién Chua hién dién.

Than Khi trong sir vu ciia Pirc Giésu

Theo cac truyén théng Tin mimng, kinh nghiém nén
tang mang tinh chat sang lap, hoic ciing cé thé néi la
kinh nghiém vé moi tuong quan gilra Dirc Giésu vdi
Thanh Than, chinh 1a bién cé Ngai chiu phep rira.”
Ca bbn Tin mung déu trinh ta bién cb nay, du vai
nhiing sac thai khac nhau; thi du, thanh Matthéu goi
la “Than Khi Thién Chuaa” (3:16), Maccd va Gioan
chi don gian goi la “Than Khi” (Mc 1:12; Ga 1:32),
con Luca thi goi la “Thanh Than” (3:22). Kinh
nghiém DPthc Giésu trai qua ciling tuong tu nhu kinh
nghiém séng qua cta cac ngdn st hay cac vua lic
dugc xtrc dau, tuc la luc dugc trao pho on goi va

"2 Cantalamessa, Raniero, The Holy Spirit in the Life of Jesus: The
Mystery of Christ's Baptism, Collegeville, Minnesota, The Liturgical
Press, 1994; Kilian McDonnell, The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan:
The Trinitarian and Cosmic Order of Salvation, Collegeville: Litur-
gical Press [Michael Glazier], 1996.



41

nang qluyen dé thuc thi st vu.” D6 1a bién cb mac
khai vé on Thanh Tir: “Con la con yéu déu cuia Cha,
Cha hai long vé Con” (Mc 1:11). Nhitng 1oi d6 lam
lién tudng dén 16i Tv 2:7 néi vé Pang Thién sai," va
dén 1&i tién tri Is 42:1 vé nguoi Toi trung cua Dirc
Chiia, ma Matthéu 12:18 nhic lai rat ré rang. Vin
doan ciing am chi dén St 22:2, vé viéc Isaac dugc goi
1a “dra con mot yéu dau cia nguoi.” Tai ning thién
phu cua Dic Giésu do Thanh Than ban tang doi dao
dén do da duoc biéu hién ca vé mit thé ly dudi hinh
mot con chim bd ciu;" ¥ nghia biéu trung nay da
dwgc ban cdi véi nhiéu quan diém khac nhau. C6 10i
binh giai tir phia Do thai gido vé St 1:2 da goi 1én
hinh anh lién tuéng nhu sau: “Va Than Khi cia Thién
Chua bay la 1a trén mat nudc nhu mot con chim bo
cdu dang bay liéng trén dan con cua n6 ma khong
dong cham chi dén ching.”' Trong nghi thirc phung
vu rua tdi dém canh thirc Vugt qua, Chta Thanh
Thin dugc két lién véi nude nguyén thuy va véi
nude cua tran dai hdng thuy, lic Noe tha chim bd cdu
bay luon trén d6; ngoai ra, bo cau la thir chim duy
nhat c6 thé dung nhu cua I hién té trong Dén tho, va
né duoc coi la biéu tuong cho tinh don 5o (x. Mt
10:16). Thanh Téma Aquind binh luan cho rang trong
blen cb phép rira, chiing ta nhan dugc mac khai ve
mau nhiém Ba Ngbi Thién Chuta: Cha xuat hién trong

¥ Xem L. F. Ladaria, “La uncién de Jests y el don del Espiritu”, Gre-
gorianum 71 (1990) 547-571.

" Trong mét sé di ban van doan song song bén Lc — ciing nhu trong
ban nguy thu Gospel of the Ebionites, va trong Dialogue with Trypho
88.8. cia thanh Gitixtin — Tv 2 ciing duge minh nhién trung dén.

'* Stephen Gero, “The Spirit as a Dove at the Baptism of Jesus”, No-
vum Testamentum, Vol. 18, Fasc. | (Jan. 1976), tt. 17-35.

' Xem Talmud bab., Hag. 15a.



42

161 n6i, Con ¢ trong Puc Giésu, va Thanh Than ¢
trong hinh chim bo cau."”

Tir lac d6 tré di, Dlire Giésu xuét hién nhu mot con
ngudi cua Than Khi; thanh Gioan d3 néi ré rang
“Than Khi hing ngu trén Ngai” (1:32) va Luca miéu
ta Ngai la “tran ddy Thanh Thén” (4:1), dé dugc dén
dao trong khi thuc thi s vu ctia minh. Pau tién, Than
Khi dua Ngai vao hoang dia dé chiu cam d& (Mt
4:1tt) va, tiép d6, “dugc quyén nang Than Khi thic
ddy,” Ngai trd vé Galilé (Lc 4:14). O d6, Ngai tuyén
b6 1a 101 ngdn st cua Isaia dd (ng nghiém noi Ngai:
“Than Khi Chaa ngu xudng trén tdi...” (Lc¢ 4,16-20).
Véi Than Khi dy, Ngai trir quy (Mt 12:28; Lc 11:20)
va chinh trong Than Khi iy, Ngai kinh nghiém dugc
niém han hoan siu tham nhat, chiém ngudng nhirng
diéu bi 4n la ling ctia Cha Ngai (x. Lc 10:21-22).
Toan bd st vy, toan bd kinh nghiém tén gido ca nhén
ctia minh, Ngai déu nam dudi su huéng dan cia Than
Khi. Do vay, Chia Thanh Than chinh la day két lién
gitta Pirc Giésu va con nguoi.

Nhin k§ vao nhitng 10i gido huin ctiia Pic Giésu
vé Than Khi, thi s& nhdn ra mot khac biét ro giira Tin
mirng Nhat [dm va Tin ming ctia Gioan. Trong Tin
mung Nhét [dm, hiém khi nao Puc Giésu nhic dén
Thanh Than. Pau hét, c6 mot vin doan kho hiéu vé
|61 pham thanh chéng lai Thanh Than (Mt 12: 31-32;
Mc 3:28-29; Lc 12:10): moi tdi 16i pham dén Con
Ngudi, tirc Puc Giésu, thi cd thé dugc tha, “nhung ai

'" Catena aurea in quattuor evangelia, ch. 22. O day, thanh Téma A-
quind trung dan thanh Augutind, De Trinitate: “Dirc Kitd chura dugce
Thanh Than xtc déu, phai chd cho t&i lic Thanh Thin xuéng trén
Ngai dudi hinh chim bd ciu, sau khi Ngai da chiu phép rira; Thanh
Thén da mudn tién bao vé than minh cua Ngai la Gido Héi, qua dé,
nhitng ai chiu phép rira thi déu chai yéu nhin dugc Thanh Than.”
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n6i pham dén Thanh Thin — nhu Méccd luu y — thi
chang doi nao dugce tha, ma con méc téi mudn doi.”
Mot sb nha chu giai da cét nghia 1&i nay coi nhu mot
ngoa duy, dé thu hat su chi y vé mare d6 kinh khing
ctia toi Ay; da sb cac nha chu giai khac thi ¢b tim cho
ra y nghia: vi on ciru d6 dugc ban cho con ngudi qua
Pirc Giésu, nén viéc chdi tir khong nhin nhan Ngai
trong hoat dong ctiia Thanh Than chinh Ia viéc déng
kin minh truéc ngudn an sung, ngudn on thir tha. Co
thé} nhé lai mét truong hgp tuong tu trong thai do
choi tir cia Pharad, khong chiu nhén ra “ngon tay cua
Thién Chua” trong cac phép la ctia Mdisé (Xh 8:15),
hodc la trong su viéc dan toc ftraen chéi tur, khong
chiu hiéu nhitng viéc Thién Chaa da lam giira ho;
Isaia néi rang: “Nhung chinh ho da ndi loan, da lam
phién Than Khi Thanh ciia Ngugi, nén ddi voi ho,
Nguoi tréd nén ké thu, va dich than giao chién chéng
lai ho” (Is 63:10). M6t van doan khac nhic dén Than
Khi 1a mét doan viét trong Lc; nhéc nhd la phai lién
li cau nguyén, Duc Giésu bao rang “Vay néu anh em
von 1a nhirng ké Xau ma con biét cho con cai minh
ctia tét ctia lanh, phuong chi Cha trén troi lai khong
ban Thanh Than cho nhitng ké kéu xin Ngudi sao?”
(Lc 11:13). Van doan nay c6 v bao rang Thanh Thén
la mén qua tét nhat Thién Chua ban ting cho nhirng
ai kéu cau. Mot vin doan thir ba dé cap dén 10i hira
ban Thanh Than dé phu trg cho cac kitd hiru bi bét
bd, x€t xir noi toa an cua cac dan nudce; Mt 10:20 dat
n6 trong bdi canh cua hoat dong truyén gido; Mc
13:11 dat no6 trong khung canh nhitng ngay phan xét
cubdi cung; Lc 12:12 hiéu loi hira d6 nhu mot 1&i moi
goi can dam lam chirng. Than Khi & day la stcc manh
thiéng liéng bén trong dugc ban xudng trong truong
hop con ngudi c¢6 thé vi yéu dudi ma khong ding
vitng dugc. Cudi ciing, con ¢ cong thitc rira toi ghi
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lai trong Mt 28:20: & day, Chta Thanh Thén dugc dat
ngang hang voi Cha va Con: “lam phép rira nhéan
danh Chua Cha, Chtia Con va Chta Thanh Than.”
Nhu trong phép rira cia Puc Giésu, Ba Ngdi dugc
mac khai, thi trong phep rira kitd, cac tan tong cling
dugc dong 4n vai quyén nang cia Thanh Than.

Tin mung tha tu khai trién gido huin vé Chaa
Thanh Than mot cach rong rdi hon, du khong chu
truong glm trinh mot hoc thuyet hé théng. Thin Khi
la nguyén ly sdng con cia doi song kitd, bai kitd hiru
dugc sinh lai trong nudc va Than Khl (Ga 3:3-8).
Than Khi ciing la nguyén ly song con cua doi song
dao dirc; bai, néu ching ta biét ton tho Cha “trong
Than Khi va su that” (4:23), thi chinh la nho su kién
mac khai ma ching ta lanh nhén qua Loi cua Thién
Chua, da dugc Thanh Théan lam cho séng dong. Trong
dip Lé Léu, Puc Giésu da tu gioi thiéu Ngai la nguon
ban Than Khi: “Ai khat hday dén véi téi ma udng”
(7:37), va tac gia tin mung da xdc nhédn thém rang:
“Pirc Gidsu mudn néi vé Than Khi ma nhung ké tin
vao Nguoi sé lanh nhan; that thé, bay gio ho chua
nhan dugc Than Khi, vi Pac Giésu chua duoc ton
vinh” (7:39). Puc Giésu dugc glm trinh nhu la vién
da ma Moisé da dap vao dé ngudn nudc tir dé chay ra
(x. Xh 17:6; Ds 20:11), va ciing tuong tu, mot bién
cb khac s& xay ra trén dbi Canve, mang ca y nghia
that 1an biéu tuong, 1a khi nguoi linh ldy dong ma
ddm canh suon Dic Giésu trang trai tim, “lap tirc
mau cung nudc chay ra” (19:34). Nhitng am chi ay da
dugc nhic dén trong budi tim su sau bira Tiéc Ly, noi
dén mot tinh hudng sau Phuc sinh, vé& viéc Thanh
Thin s& dén nhu déd hira. Dirc Giésu goi Thanh Thén
la “Than Khi su that” (14:17; 15:26; 16:13), khong
nhét thiét bai vi Nguoi sé day nhiéu chan 1y, song
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b&i vi Ngudi sé& lam cho cac tong db — Gido hoi — nhd
lai chédn ly la chinh Duc Giésu. Mot danh hiéu khéc
dugc danh cho Thdn Khi la “Ping Bao tro”
(14:16.17.26; 15:26; 16:17). “Pang Bao Tro” nay la
mét Puac Giésu khac, twva nhu mot Pang thay thé
Ngai dé & vé6i cac tong dd va Gido hdi, boi vi Pirc
Giésu cling duge 1Ga 2:1 goi la “Pang Bao Tro.”
Gioan da trinh cho thdy ban tinh cia Thanh Than, thi
du trong 16:3: sau khi dung danh tr preuma — Than
Khi — 14 mot tir trung tinh, Gioan da dung dai tir
ekeinos — Ngudi — chi giéng duc. Than Khi duge Cha
sai dén nho danh Pirc GIE:SI.I (14:26), boi Puc Giésu
da xin Cha Ngai mén qua ay (14: 16); giao huén nay
co thé tém két nhu sau: “Khi Ping Bao Tro dén,
Déng ma Thdy sé sai dén véi anh em tr noi Chua
Cha, Ngudi 1a Thin Khi sy that phat xudt tir Chia
Cha, Ngudi s& lam chitng vé Thay” (15:26). Cha la
ngué‘m tuyét dbi trong Thién Chua, tir dé Con va
Thanh Théin _phat xuét trong nhitng cach thé khac
nhau, nhur thin hoc vé sau s& cét nghia, song Con va
Thanh Than déu hiép nhit mat thlet véi nhau trong
nguon goc va trong st vu. Thuc té, Than Khi dugc
sai dén dé lam chiing cho Buc Kitd (15:26tt), va dé
gitip cho cac téng do hiéu ré hon mac khai vé Dic
Kitd (16:12-15); va bang cach dé, Nguoi s& ton vinh
Déng Phuc sinh (16:14). Tac vu cua Chua Thanh
Than déi vai cac tong do la, trude hét, hién dién véi
ho (14:17), va tlcp theo, 1a giap ho nh¢ lai nhitng 1oi
cia Pirc Giésu (14:26), roi huo’ng dan ho dén su that
toan ven (16:13). Con déi vGi thé gian, Than Khi s&
la nhur mot cai gai ddm vao mat, chong dbi lai cac gla
tri ctia n6 (14:17); Ngudi s& [én an nhirng sai lam va
toi 16i ctia n6 (16:8-11).
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Than Khi va Ping Phuc Sinh

Thanh Gioan néi ring Than Khi chua dugc ban
xudng lic Pirc Giésu con tai thé (7:39); bai do, Ngai
12 ngudi nhan 14y Than Khi, chir khéng phai 14 ngudi
trao ban Than Khi. Ngai 1a Dang s& lam phép rira cho
cac mdén dé “trong Thanh Than va lwa” (Mt 3:11);
diéu nay di thuc su xay ra trong ngay 1& Ngii tudn:
“Thién Chua Cha da ra tay uy quyén nang Nguoi [én,
trao cho Nguoi Thanh Than di hira, dé Ngudi d6
xubng, d6 1a didu anh em dang théy, dang nghe” (Cv
2:333.

Trong bién ¢ Phuc sinh, Pirc Giésu Kitd di tré
thanh an bong dau tién cia Thanh Than. Ngai lanh
nhan tr Thanh Than sy song mdi, va cédn tinh dich
thue ctia minh: “xét nhu Pang da tir ¢5i chét sbng lai
nh& Théanh Thén, Nguoi da duge dat lam Con Thién
Chua véi tat ca quyén nang” (Rm 1:3-4). Ngai glong
nhu dugc tai sinh, véi cén tinh ré rang la Con Thién
Chua trong quyen ndng. Vai trd cta Thénh Thén
trong bién cb nhép thé va trong bién cb phuc sinh da
dugc dé cao tuyét mirc. Do vay, Dirc Kitd khong c6
Than Khi theo cach cac ngdn s thoi xua, song Ngai
chinh /& Than Khi, nhu thanh Phaold da xac dinh (x.
2Cr 3:17); ' La Adam mdi, Ngai da trg thanh “Thén
Khi ban su séng” (1Cr 15:45); Ngai la “ngudn on ctru
dd vinh ciru cho tit ca nhirng ai ting phuc Ngudi”
(Dt 5:9). Trong Cuu Udc, chi ¢6 Thién Chia mdi la
“Pang ban su séng” (x. 2V 5:7; Nkm 9:6; Tv 70:20;
Gv 7:12); do vdy méi thiy ring mau nhiém Vuot qua
chinh la dong nudc phén ranh gitta Cyu Udc va Téan

% Van doan nay dang dwogc céc hoc gid ban bac, thao luén: xem Wong,
E., “Chua |a Than Khi” (2Cr 3:17a),” Ephemerides Theologicae Lova-
nienses, 61 (1985) 48-72.
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Udc. Bay gio, Pirc Kité va Than Khi cang 1am nén
mot nguyén ly ciru d¢ duy nhat; thanh Phaold di co
thé néi rang: “ching ta déu di chiu phép rira trong
cing mot Than Khi dé tr& nén mot than thé” (ICr
12:13), hodc “tit ca anh em déu da dugc thanh tiy dé
thudc vé Pirc Kitd...” (Gl 3:27). Than Khi cua Thién
Chua ciing la “Than Khi cia Pic Kitd” (Rm 8:9), la
“Than Khi cua Buc Giésu Kit6” (Pl 1:19); nhu thé
méi hiéu dugc ring: “Thién Chia di sai Thin Khi
cia Con minh dén ngu trong long anh em ma kéu 1én:
‘Ap-ba, Cha 0i!”” (Gl 4:6). Nhiing 16i dlen ta nay
cling glong nhu nhitng cach biéu dat ngan gon sau
day: “Than Khi ctia Thién Chua la Ping ngu noi Con
ctia Ngudi, Pic Giésu Kitd, va 1a Pang hanh dong
trong Nguoi va qua Nguoi.” Biéu dat nhu thé 1a
mudn néu bat cho thdy hanh déng ciru dé 1a duy nhét,
dii ¢6 dén tir Cha, tir Puc Kitd hay tir Thanh Than,
bai thuc sy, ca ba chi 1a mot Thién Chuaa duy nhﬁt.
Cung lic, cac tuong quan iy cho thiy r’fmg Thanh
Théan khdng phai — nhu trong Cuu Udc — chi 1a “hién
than” cua quyén nang Thién Chua, song thuc su la
“ngdi vi”, va ca ba déu la nhitng ngdi vi ngang nhau.

Tan Uéc khong dung dén thuat ngir “Ba Ngdi”;
thuc ra, mac khai vé mau nhiém nay la mgt qua trinh
tiém tién. Duong nhu cac ban tuyén tin so khai nhat
déu mang cdu tric song vi: Thién Chaa va Pirc Kitd,
hodac Cha va Con (x. Ga 1:1-18; 1Cr 8:6; 15:3-5;
v.v.). Trong Rm 1:3-4, Than Khi dwgc xem nhu la
quyén ning Thién Chida hon l1a mét tic nhédn ca vi
nhu trong 1Tm 3:16. Roi vé sau, cac cong thirc Tam
Vi da bit ddu xudt hién, nhu trong cdu sau day cua
thanh Phaol6: “vi Puc Giésu Kitd, Chua chiing ta, va
vi tinh yéu cta Thanh Than, t6i khuyén nht anh em
cung chién d4u vai toi, bing cach ciu xin Thién Chaa
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cho t6i” (Rm 15:30); hodc nhu trong thu Do thai:
“Nh& Thanh Than hing hitu thic ddy, Puc Kitd da tu
hién té nhu 1& vt ven toan dang lén Thién Chua...”
(9:14); hoadc nhu trong cau thanh Phérd chic miung
cdc kitd hiru, xac dinh ho la “nhiing ngudéi dugc
Thién Chia Cha biét trudc va kén chon, nhitng ngudi
duge Than Khi thanh héa dé vang phuc Piuc Giésu
Kitd va dugc mau Ngudi tudi ray” (1Pr 1:2); ngoai
ra, con nhiéu van doan khac nira cling mang cAu tric
Tam Vi nhu thé. Cubi ciing, cdu tric céng thirc Tam
vi dd chung thuc cho m¢t duc tin trudong thanh vé
mau nhiém Thién Chua, khoi dau véi cong thire rira
t0i doc thdy & phan cudi tin ming Matthéu: “Hiy di
va lam cho mudn dén tré thanh mén dé, lam phép rira
cho ho nhan danh Chta Cha, Chua Con va Chuta
Théanh Thén” (28:20). Phung vu Latinh di lay céu
cudi — céu tric theo mau Tam Vi — trong thu thir hai
guri tin hiru Cérintd dé lam cong thirc phung vu, diing
trong phan m& dau Thanh 1&: “Nguyén 4n sing cua
Chua Giésu Kitd, va tinh yéu cua Chua Cha, va on
thong hiép cia Chiia Thanh Than ¢ cling tat ca anh
chi em” (2Cr 13:13). Cac cong thac Tam Vi khac
cling dugc doc thay trong Cv 2:23; Ga 14:26; 15:26;
16:13-15. Sau nay, suy tu than hoc sé lam sang to y
nghla va tim trong yéu cua cac cong thirc tuyén xung

ay.

Théanh Thin trong nguoi Kitd

“Kitd hitu” phat nguyeén tir Buc Kitd; do do, co thé
néi rang kité hiru 12 hinh anh cia Puc Kitd. Thanh
Phaolé ndi rang Than Khi “ngu” (Rm 8:9.11) hoic
“ngu trong” (2Tm 1:14) mdi kitd hiru, bdi vi Ngudi
dugc “cir dén” (Gl 4:6; 1Pr 1:12) nhu mot Ba‘:ng nao
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dé. Thu giri tin hitu Ephéx6 tham chi con ¢ vii ring
ngudi kitd phai “thAm nhudn Than Khi” tuong tu nhu
lac ho say sua vi rugu vay (5:18), nhu thé dé la diéu
gi do ma ngudi kitd phai co (x. Rm 8:9; 1Cr 7:40).
Nhin tir nhdn gidi cua Thién Chaa, Than Khi dugc
“trao ban” (Rm 5:5; 2Cr 1:22; v.v.), dugc “dd tran”
nhu mét chat long (x. Cv 2:17; 1Cr 12:13; v.v.), duoc
“ban xudng” (Gl 3:5) nhu mét qua tang. Chiéu kich
song doi nay vé thuc tai Than Khi cit nghia cho hiéu
vé ban chit “nhan hoc siéu nhién” — mot ban chét
m&i — cta ngudi kitd. Chi c6 ding ngén ngir 4n du
mdi kha di trinh td dugc cach hién hitu méi mé nay:
trong phép rira, nguoi kitd duge “sinh” bai nude va
Than Khi (Ga 5:5-8), tirc 12 duoc “tai sinh va ddi méi
nho phép rira ban on Thanh Than” (Tt 3:5). Ngudn
i tuyét dbi ctia kha nang hién hitu ay chinh 1a Cha,
“bdi vi Thién Chua di dd tinh yéu cna Nguoi vao
long ching ta, nhé Thanh Than ma Nguoi ban cho
chung ta” (Rm 5:5). Va két qua la lanh nhan dugc on
lam dudng tir: “dé ching thuc anh em 1a con cai,
Thién Chia di sai Than Khi cia Con minh dén ngu
trong 1ong anh em ma kéu lén: ‘Apba, Cha oil’” (Gl
4:6; Rm 8:15). [Pang chi y la & chd Than Khi kéu
1én “Cha 0i!”]

Y nghia cia van doan nay chi don gian néi lén
rang Thién Chua ban tang cho ta on dugc lam dudng
tir, thiét 1ap mot tuong quan mdi véi ching ta. Chiing
ta s€ khong con la nd 1€ hay con tré nira (x. Gl 4:1-3);
nho dé, chiing ta dugc hudng quyén thira ké; thira ké
diéu gi? Co thé hiéu la thira ké nhitng 1oi da hira véi
Abraham thué xwa (x. 3:14), hodc thira ké co nghi¢p
tuong lai vao thoi canh chung (x. Ep 1:13-14). Moi
tr hé moi nay chinh la an hué cua tinh yéu Thién
Chuia, va bai d6, thiét 14p mot tuong quan mat thiét



50

v&i Thién Chua, dé rdi chung ta c6 thé goi Nguoi la
“Cha”; nhirng gi Purc Giésu da lam béi ban thé (x
Mc 14:36), thl ngudi kitd cé thé lam nho on bién déi
d6. Bién dbi ay s& dlen ra nho Than Khi, vi tir nay,
Ngudi 1a mot thanh té trong can tinh cia ngudi kité:
ngudi kité hodc 1a “ngudi mang Than Khi’, hoic
ching phai 1a ngudi kitd gi hét. Than Khi 1a mén qua
nhung khong ciia Tinh Yéu tdi thugng, nén ngudi thu
nhédn ching ¢6 1y do gi dé khoac lac, huénh hoang
dugc. Thin Khi dugc “dd vao long,” vao noi siu
thidm nhit ciia con ngudi, bién déi con ngudi tir tan
gbc ré hién hiru. Vi thé, thanh Phaolé c6 thé qua
quyét ching ta la “dén tho cna Thién Chaa, va Thanh
Than Thién Chiia ngu trong ching ta” (ICr 3:16),
hodc ching ta la “dén thd cua Chua Thanh Than”
(6:19) — tirc Thanh Than la Thién Chua — va két qua
ciia diéu d6 la tinh cach nghich Iy ndi bat trong doi
nguoi kitdé: “anh em dau con thudc vé minh nira”
(6:19); hodc nhu DPirc Giésu da néi: “ai lidu mat
mang séng minh thi s& gitr dugc né” (Mc 8:35), nghia
la bang viéc “danh mat chinh minh”, nguoi kitd sé
tré nén chinh minh hon trong Thién Chua.

Than Khi dua nguoi da chiu phép rira vao trong Ba
Ngbi Thién Chua, khién ngudi do cé thé chia sé tinh
yéu hing luén luu gitra cidc Ngéi Vi; ddy chinh 1a “on
hiép thong cua Chia Thanh Than”. O hodc hién hitu
trong Thién Chia, trong Than Khi, ngudi kitd phai
song lam sao cho x{rng dang v&i cuong vi cua minh:
hién hiru thé nao, thi hanh déng phai thé Ay, nhu
cham ngon kinh vién thuong noi. Gl 5:25 ciing nhan
dinh: “Néu chiing ta séng nho Than Khi, thi cling hay
hudng theo Than Khi ma tién budc”; va nhu thé,
cling ngugc doi nbt, boi bay gio hanh dong lai sinh ra
hién hiru: “pham ai dugc Thian Khi Thién Chua
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hudng dan déu la con cai cua Thién Chaa” (Rm
8:14). Thian Khi chinh 14 sirc ning dong cia ngudi
kité, khong chi ¢ trong céc kinh nghlem chop dinh
cua tmh trang ciu nguyen Xuit than song con trong
ca mdi mot sinh hoat dién ra thuorng ngay. Piéu co
ban ngudi kitd phai lam trudce tién la tin; ma duc tin
la mdt mén qua cia Than Khi, nhu thanh Phaold da
giai thich rd: “Vi thé, t6i néi cho anh em biét, ching
c6 ai ¢ trong Than Khi Thién Chia ma lai ndi: ‘Giésu
la dd khén kiép’; cung khong ai ¢6 thé néi rang: ‘Dirc
Giésu l1a Chna,” néu nguoi dy khong & trong Thén
Khi.” (1Cr 12:3). Tat ca cac nhan dic khac phat
ngudn tir Thanh Than va tudén chay nhu nhitng hoa
trai cua Nguoi (x. Gl 5:22-23). Nhung “xac thit thi
udc mudn nhirng diéu nghlch véi Than Khi” va sé&
sinh ra nhitng hoa qua xac thit (ibid. 17-21). Do do,
doi séng ciia ngudi kitd khong thé tién 1én ma khoéng
gap nhirng khang luc, boi 1€ ching ta mang ban tinh
“xac thit” trong minh. “Xac thit” khong co nghia la
phan than xac — ddi lai véi phan hdn — ma théi; “xac
thit” & ddy c6 nghia 1a toan thé con ngudi — xac-hdn
— trong tinh trang yéu dudi, kha tir, nghiéng chiéu vé
su dir, lanh xa khoi Thién Chia (x. Rm 8:5-13; GI
5:16-21). Du vay, Than Khi s& ban cho kha nang dé
song khac di, tirc séng “theo Than Khi’: “Luat cua
Than Khi ban su séng trong Dirc Kité Giésu da giai
thoat téi khoi luat cua tdi va su chét” (Rm 8:2). Puogc
tu do nhu thé 1a d¢é con ngudi phuc vu 1an nhau trong
dirc mén (x. Gl 5:1.13). Dé nhiac cho nhé vé than
phdn méi nay, Thian Khi dugc goi 1a “4n tin”, nghia
la 161 hira, 1a bao ching (x. 2Cr 1:22; Ep 1:13). Thuc
su, dbi véi nguoi kitd, tiéu chi chi nam cho doi séng
ludn ly hay dao duc khong phai la luat, song la long
thanh tin ca nhan déi véi Thanh Than dang cu ngu
trong tdm hdn; boi dé, thanh Phaold da viét: “Anh em
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ché 1am phién long Thanh Than cua Thién Chia, vi
chinh Nguoi 1a ddu 4n ghi trén anh em dé chd ngay
ciru chude” (Ep 4:30).

Thanh Théin va Gido hdi

Théanh Than ngu dén khong chi nhur mot mén qua
tang riéng cho cac ca nhan; song nd con mang ca
chiéu kich cong doan nira, dé 1a “chidu kich gido
héi”. Céach thirc ma thanh Luca trinh ta vé bién cb
Hién xudng trong sach Céng vu Téng dd da cho thiy
chiéu kich dé. Trong bai giing dau tién coa ngai (x.
Cv 2:17-21), trung dan 1oi tién tri Giden, thanh Phérd
n6i r6 rang Thin Khi dén “trén hét thay moi nguai
pham.” Nguoi ngu dén nhu “mdt con gi6 manh wa
vao” (Cv 2:2), Ngudi dén nhu “ludi lira” tya nhu khi
DBirc Chtia n6i véi dan Nguoi ¢ Sinai (x. Pnl 4:36);
Nguoi khong chi dén vdéi dan itraen ma thoi, song
con dén véi chu dan hoan vil nita, nhu duge biéu
tuong hoéa qua danh sach cac thu tiéng khac nhau (x.
Cv 2:9-11); du vay, Nguoi hién dién cu thé noi Nhom
Muoi hai va cac moén dé khac (x. Cv 1:13-14). Trong
Céng vu Tong dd, tir pneuma xuét hién khoang 60
l4n, mang y nghia thdn hoc da dang: hodc chi vé mot
Ngoi vi Thién Chua, hodc chi vé quyén niang Thién
Chta, hay mot tdc nhan gin gilr trdt tu tinh trong
cong doan, hoac mot sirc canh tdn nang dong bén
trong, hodc mot mon qua nhat thoi, hoic mot déc
sung vinh vién... Nhu ¢ bén song Giodan, Thin Khi
da phai gui Pic Giésu di lam sir vu, thi gio day, la
sitc manh, Ngudi phai gii cac Tong db di lam ¢ ‘chirng
nhan [cua Duc Giésu] tai Gi€rusalem, trong khip cac
mién Giudé, Samari, va cho dén tin cung trai dat”
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(Cv 1:8). Than Khi da dua cong gido tinh cta Gido
hdi ra mit thé gioi.

Nhu Ptc Giésu di tuyén bd, Thian Khi s& lam
chitng cho Ngai (x. Ga 15:26), dé 101 ching cua_cac
Téng d6 va cua Than Khi s& chi 12 mot; Phérd da
phat biéu trudc Thuong Hoi ddng ring: “Vé nhirng su
kién do, ching t6i xin lam ching, cung v&i Thanh
Than, Pdng ma Thién Chua d3 ban cho nhitng ai ving
l&i Nguoi” (Cv 5:32). Ca vé mat ndi bd Gido hoi,
Théan Khi ciing s& déng vai chi déng trong tién trinh
dan téi quyét dinh, nhu da thiy & trong “céng ddng”
Giérusalem: “Thanh Than va ching t6i di quyét
dinh...” (Cv 15:28). Chaa Thanh Than ciing la ngudn
khai sinh cac thtra tdc vu mdi trong Giao hdi, nhu
thdy qua viéc bd nhiém bay “phd t&” diu tién,
“nhitng con ngudi tran diy Thin Khi khon ngoan”
(Cv 6:3), va tiép sinh luc dé ho hing hai tra tay thi
hanh s vu; nhu DPic Giésu dd hira la Thanh Théan sé
phul trg cac mén db luc giap canh bit ba, khi bi diéu
ra trudc cac toa an (x. Mt 10:20), thi gio day, loi hira
4y da nén tron trong vu bach hai Stéphano: “Ho
khong dich ndi loi 1& khon ngoan ma Than Khi da
ban cho 6ng” (Cv 6:10; 7:55). Thanh Than cling ngu
xubng trén nhirng ngudi méi lanh nhén phép rira qua
viéc dit tay ciia cac Tong dd (Cv 8:15-17). Than Khi
da hudng dan éng Philipphé vao mot st vu la lung Ia
lam phép rira cho vién thai giam nguoi Ethidpi (Cv
8:29.39); Ngudi da cung ¢d cho mot Phaold mai tro
lai (Cv 9:17), lam séng t6 mdi phan van cia Phérd va
m¢ cira Gido hdi cho dan ngoai (x. Cv 10:17-44);
Ngudi da chon va sai di nhitng nha truyén gido tién
khéi, Phaold va Banaba (x. Cv 13:2.4), rdi sau dé,
hudng dan Phaold trong cac hanh trinh truyén gido
cua ngai (x. Cv 13:9; 16:6-7; 20:23). Than Khi thuc
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su la tac nhan chinh yéu trong doi séng va trong da
trién phat cia Gido hgi."

Thanh Gioan di cho thdy ring Than Khi 1a nguon
on tha thir moi toi 13i trong Gido hoi (x. Ga 20:22-
23). Ngudi la stc ning dong than thiéng mang lai
hiéu luc cho cac bi tich. Va&i gido huan vé céc diac
sung, Thanh Phaolé ciing giai thich cho thdy ring
Than Khi lam cho moi sinh hoat trong Gido hdi nén
sbng dong. Trude tién, Than Khi dugc ban ting cho
tht ca: “Tét ca ching ta, ddu la Do thai hay Hy lap,
nd 1€ hay tu do, chung ta déu da chiu phép rura trong
cung mot Than Khi dé tré nén mot than thé. Tat ca
ching ta da dugc diy tran cing mot Than Khi duy
nh4t” (1Cr 12:13); ching con ranh gigi phan biét
gitta moi chiing tdc, moi giai tang xa hoi, gidi tinh,
v.v., boi cong doan kitd dam ré tir mot goc duy nhat
la Thanh Théan (x. Gl 3:3); va nhu thé — thu giri tin
hitu Ephéxé néi — 1a “mdt Thian minh va mot Than
Khi,” ching ta “hay thiét tha duy tri méi hiép nhat
ma Than Khi dem lai bing cach an ¢ thuan hoa, gan
bd vai nhau” (Ep 4:3-4). Chlnh “on hlep thong cua
Thanh Than” (2Cr 13:13) sé& ndi ket cac cong doan
gido héi ciing nhu cac chi thé ciia mdi cong doan lai
vGéi nhau. Tuy nhién, tiép dén, ciing chinh Than Khi
sé tao ra nhitng nét da dang trong Gido hoi: “Co
nhiéu dic sung khac nhau, nhung chi ¢c6 mdt Than
Khi...Than Khi to minh ra noi mdi ngudi mot cach la
vi ich chung... Nhung chinh Than Khi duy nhat ay
lam ra tit ca nhitng diéu d6 va phan chia cho mdi
ngudi modi cach, tuy theo y cua Nguoi” (ICr
12:4.7.11). Thanh Téng d6 da liét ké ra tam loai dic
sung — ciing c¢6 thé cé nhiéu hon — va ndi két tit ca

' Xem G. Haya-Prats, L 'Esprit force de I'Eglise. Sa nature et son
activité d'aprés les Actes des Apdtres, Paris: Cerf, 1975.
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lai bang cach néu lén su kién ching c6 chung cung
mgt goc trong cung mot Thén Khi duy nhét. Tir diém
nay c6 thé rit ra mot vai suy tu nhu sau:

Trude hét, da dang tinh cta céc vai trd va thira tac
vu 12 mét mén qua do 4n sing ciia Thanh Than ban
ting; gitta nhitng dic sung da dang do, co dac sung
quan tri (x. 1Cr 12:28). Moi dic sing déu cdn phai
dugc trdn trong (x. 1Tx 5:19), song chung phai dugc
dirc mén lam cho séng dong, néu khong, ching sé
ching con gia tri chi nita (x. 1Cr 13:1-3). Va diéu
ndy qua hién nhién dén d6 ca nhitng ngudi khong tin
ciing c6 thé nhan ra duge (x. 1Cr 14:25). Ké dén, néu
Than Khi phéan phat sinh luc caa Ngudi cho tit ca
moi ngudi, thi tit ca phai tré nén linh hoat trong
Gido hoi va dirng gilt chat céc déc sung ¢ trong long,
cho riéng minh; mdi ngudi phai y thic vé trach
nhiém ctia minh “tuy theo mic d§ 4n sing ma Puc
Kitd ban cho” (Ep 4:7). Sau hét, khong mot nguoi
nao dugc phép dua vao dac sung da lanh nhdan ma pha
v& mbi hlep thong cua than minh, nhung phai “xay
dung n6” va gép phan vao sy phat trién ciia nd (x.
I1Cr 14:3.4.5.12.17.26). Thanh Phaold dd xin cho
dugc mot “diakonia prneumatos”, mdt thira tic vu
Than Khi, boi thdy ring cé thé ngai cé mdt vai tro
trong viéc phan phat cac dic sung. Nho Than Khi,
than thé Gido hoi cé duge mot “linh hdn,” sdng dong
va phong phu, kha di mang on ciru d¢ cua Pic Kitd
dén cho toan thé nhan loai.

Chiéu kich cianh chung

Th?n‘n Khi huéng din Gido hoi giira dong lich su;
biét ring “qué huong ching ta & trén troi” (x. Pl
3:20), Ngudi dan dit ching ta huéng téi vinh quang
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twong lai s€ dugc mac khai trong chung ta (x. Rm
8:18). Than Khi 12 mdi day lién két giita hién tai
truéc mat va tuong lai htra hen. Thanh Phaolé da
diung dén hai y niém dé khai trién diéu nay: y niém
vé “an hu¢ mo ddu” va y niém vé “bao chtng.”® Noéi
vé mem trong doi cudc giai phong trong tuong lai
cho tit ca moi loai thu tao, thanh Tong d6 bao rang
chung ta da lanh nhdn “an hue m& ddu cua Than Khi”
(Rm 8:23); su hién dién ctua Than Khi l1a mot dam
bao cho moi niém tréng doi ciia nguoi kitd. Chung ta
da thay vai tro ctia Thanh Thén trong cudc Phuc Sinh
cua Puc Giésu Kitd, thi gio day chinh Ping Phuc
Sinh 4y 1a 4n hué mo diu dam bao viéc chlng ta s&
dugc phuc sinh trong than xac (x. 1Cr 15:20.23).
Niém trong dgi vao tuong lai chinh la niém trong doi
vao Thién Chta, “Dang di dong 4n tin trén ching ta
va dé Than Khi vao long ching ta lam bao chiing”
(2Cr 1:22). Hé tir bo “ngdi nha cua ching ta & dudi
d4t” — nhu thanh Phaold nhin nhu — 1a ching ta dugc
yén ui, bai vi “chung ta ¢6 mdt noi & do Thién Chua
dung lén, mot ngdi nha vmh ciru ¢ trén troi, khong
do tay nguoi thé lam ra”... Hién gio, do boi tinh
trang bap bénh cuia ching ta chiing ta s& phai chiu
nhiéu thong khd, nhung niém trong cdy la viing chic,
vi “Pang di chuan bi cho ching ta dat duoc muc dich
éy la chinh Thién Chtia, Ping di ban Than Khi cho
chung ta lam bao ching” (2Cr 5:1-95).
Boi d6, Than Khi chinh 1a ngudén dam bao cho
tuong lai cia chung ta, khong chi vé phuong dién
thiéng liéng ma thoi, nhung con vé mat thé xac nira;

2 Pimg hiéu “bao chimg” & day nhu thé la diéu gi Thién Chua bét
budc phai hoan tit. Khong hé, ching ai bit budc dugc Thién Chia
phai lam gi ca. Du vdy, niém trong cdy cua ching ta la vitng chai, vi
“Thién Chaa tin thanh” (1Cr 1:9; 10:13; Dt 10:23; v.v.).
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tat ca nhirng 10i hira 4y déu c6 lién hé dén than xac
chiing ta. “Néu Than Khi ngu trong anh em, Than
Khi cia Pang da lam cho Purc Giésu sdng lai tir ¢di
chét, thi E)éng da lam cho Pirc Giésu sémg lai tir cdi
chét, ciing s& dung Thin Khi cia Ngudi dang ngu
trong anh em ma lam cho thian xac ctia anh em dugc
su song mGi” (Rm 8:11). Nhitng gi Than Khi dang
thuc hién trong ching ta lic nay— ca trong linh hén
lan trong thé xac — thi Ngudi ciing thuc hién cho mai
sau, trong doi sdng vinh ciru. Néu bdy gid chung ta
mang “than xac khi huyét” (bing xuong bang thit),
thi mai sau chiing ta ciing s& c6 mét “than xac than
thiéng”; ¥ niém nay cé vé nhu tuong phan, bai ching
thé c¢6 tir ngit hay v tuéng nao kha di mé ta thuc tai
mai sau d6. Thanh Phaolé di ra sic dung nhiéu tinh
tir khac nhau dé biéu dat: “gieo xudng thi hu nat, ma
trdi day thi bat diét; gieo xudng thi hén ha, ma trdi
ddy thi vinh quang; gieo xubng thi yéu dudi, ma trdi
ddy thi manh mé&; gieo xudng Ia than thé c6 sinh khi,
ma tro6i ddy la than thé c¢6 Than Khi...” (1Cr 15:42-
44). Chta Thanh Thin dang 4m thiam thuc hién tién
trinh bién ddi 4y ngay trong doi séng thé tran nay, dé
mot mai lam cho né to hién huy hoang trong vinh
quang Thién Chua.
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