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MOT SO VAN PE
PANG PU(QC PAT RA LIEN QUAN TOI
NHUNG THUC TAI CANH CHUNG!

Uy ban Than hoc Qudc t€ ciia Toa Thanh Roma

DAN NHAP

Thdi dp liing tiing truée su chét va cupe hién hitu
sau khi chét,
mt thai dp thuong gap trong thoi nay

1. Khong nhin su viéc Piic Kitd da sdng lai, thi difc tin
kitd gido chi 1a trdng rdng (x. 1Cr 15:14). Nhung, bdi c6 mot
diy lién két chit ché giita sy viéc Pic Kitd sdng lai va
niém hy vong chiing ta ciing s& dudc song lai mai ngay (x.
1Cr 15: 12), nén Pic Kitd sdng lai chinh la nén tang, 1a cd

! Pay 12 vin kién tita d¢ De quaestionibus actualibus circa eschatologiam do
Uy ban thin hoc quéc t€ (UBTHQT) bién soan va &n hanh 14n d4u tién bing
tiéng Y (Alcune questioni attuali riguardanti I'escatologia), trong tip san
Civilta Cattolica, 3 3401, (7 théng 3) 1992 1 458-494. Vin kién dugc bién
soan véi quyén chii nhiém ctia linh muc Candido Pozo, SJ, va véi su hop tic
chia cAc gido su J. Ambaum, J. Gnilka, J. M. Ibanez Langlois, S. Nagy, C.
Peter (1), v clia C. J. B. Kloppenburg, J. A. Medina Estevez va C. Schon-
born, va dugc Bitc Hong Y Ratzinger, chi tich Uy ban cho phép xu4t ban.
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s8 clia niém hy vong chiing ta, mot niém hy vong md réng
cho ti bén kia nhitng gidi han cudc sdng ducng thé clia con
ngudi. Qua thé, “néu chiing ta dit hy vong vao BPirc Kitd chi
cho ddi nay ma thdi, thi qua ching ta 1a nhitng ké ddng
thuong nhat trong thién ha” (1Cr 15:19). Thi€u niém hy
vong 4y, thi khong sao song ndi doi sdng kitd gido.

Giita niém hy vong kién vitng vao ddi séng mai ngay va
kha ning (ing d4p nhitng ddi hdi clia ddi s6ng kitd gido, c6
mot méi lién hé chit ché; d6 1a diéu d3 dugc nhin thic o
ngay tir thdfi khai nguyén Gido hoi. Qua thé, hdi ay, khong
ai quén dudc ring cic Tong d6 phai trdi qua gian khd roi
méi dugc dat téi vinh quang;’ hét nhu thé, nhitng ngudi bi
dua di chiu tif dao qua di tim thay sifc manh & noi niém hy
vong sé& dudc gip Pic Kitd bén kia ngudng cita sy chét,
cling nhu chinh minh s& dudc sdng lai mai ngay.” Cho t6i
thdi dai chiing ta, dudc thic ddy bdi niém hy vong ay, hoit
1a dugc xay dung kién cd trén d6, cdc thanh dd hi€n dang
mang séng minh dé chiu t&¥ dao hodc dé phuc vu Pic Kitd
va anh chi em minh. Ho 1am ching v& diéu nay: nhin vao
nhitng guong anh diing nhu thé, c4c kitd hitu trd thanh kién
cudng trén budc dudng di dén vdi Pic Kitd. Niém hy vong
kia ning tam long cac kitd hitu 1€n vdi nhitng thuc tai trén
trdi ma vin khong 1am cho ho quén chu toan bdn phin cla
minh giita trdn thé, bdi 18, “niém dgi trong dat méi thay vi
lam suy gidm di, thi trdi lai phai kich thich nd Iuc phét trién
trai dat nay”.*

? Thanh Clémenté Romand, Ad Corinthios 5: Funk I, 104-106.

* Thanh Inhaxi6 Antidkia, Ad Romanos 4: Funk I, 256-258.
¢ Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ché& muc vu Gaudium et spes, s8 39: AAS 58
(1966) 1057.
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Tuy nhién, thé€ gidi ngdy nay dang cing ra nhiéu cam
by cho niém ciy tréng kitd gido. Qud thé, thé gidi ngay
nay mang ning ndo trang tuc héa, tifc 1a “quan niém coi
con ngudi va th€ gidi nay nhu 12 nhitng thuc tai tu lap,
khong cin biét dén chiéu kich miu nhiém, hodc con di dén
chd coi thudng hodc chdi bd mau nhiém. Théi do duy ndi
tai (immanentismus) 3y 1a mot hinh thitc cit xén 1am gidm
thi€u hin di cdch nhin toan dién vé con ngudi”.’ Tinh trang
tuc héa tao ra mot bau khi trong d6, rit dong kitd hitu thdi
nay dang sdng. Phdi trd gid v6i nhitng khé khan qua 1a 16n
thi ho mdi ¢ thé thodt ra dugc khdi vong dnh hudng cla
tinh trang 4y. Vi thé, khong c6 gi phdi b3 ngd khi thy
nhitng nghi ngd vé niém hy vong cdnh chung xuit hién
ngay cd ndi mot so tin hitu kitd. Thudng x3y ra 1a ho khic
khoai 4u lo khi nhin thdy suf chét dang dén gan; ho day dit
khong chi “vi khd dau va thiy thin x4c minh suy tan dan,
nhung con hon nifa, 1a vi lo sg trude canh hiy diét tdn tuyét
dit khoat”. (J vao gian doan lich skt nio, cac kitd hitu ciing
déu phdi d6i dién v6i cdm dd nghi ngd. Nhung, ngay nay,
nhitng ndi kinh hoang hién rd ndi nhiéu kitd hitu lam nhu
bdo cho thdy mét tinh trang suy nhudc clia niém hy vong.

Bdi vi “difc tin 1a bio ddm cho nhiing diéu ta hy vong, 1a
biing chitng cho nhitng diéu ta khong thdy” (Dt 11:1), cho
nén, cin phdi tAim niém véi mot long kién tri cao do, cic
chin Iy ddc tin lién quan dén chung ménh cta chiing ta.
Can lam sao dé tdng hgp ching lai bing cdch néu bat trude

S Thugng Hoi Pdng Gidm Muc 1985, Relatio finalis 11, A, 1. (E. Citta Vatica-
na 1985) tr. 6.

6 Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hign ch& muc vu Gaudium et spes, s5 18: AAS 58
(1966) 1038.
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tién cdc khia canh c6 khd ning cung cadp mot ciu trd 13i cho
nhitng ndi lo sg kinh hai thdi dai nay dang trdi qua. Nhu thé,
difc tin s& trd thanh sifc 43 nang cho niém hy vong.

Tuy nhién, trudc khi tra tay vao cong tac 4y, thi cin phai
nhin dién cho rd nhitng nguyén nhan da — xem ra — lam
phat sinh nhitng ndi bang hoang lo du hién nay. Can phéi
nhin ring ngdy nay, dic tin cla cac kitd hitu khong chi bi
lung lac bdi nhitng 4nh hudng dén tir ngoai Gido hoi, bdi
hién con c6 thé tim thdy cd mdt tinh trang md md 4o &o,
tranh t6i tranh sing ngay trong lanh vitc than hoc. That vay,
khong thi€u chi nhitng céch thic dugc dua ra dé gidi thich
cdc tin diéu, 1am cho céc tin hitu coi d6 nhu 1a thdi d hoai
nghi vé chinh thién tinh ctia Pic Giésu va vé su viéc Ngai
da sdng lai. Tir nhitng quan diém d6, cic tin hitu khong tim
dudc bt cit mot sy trg gidp ndo cho dic tin cla ho; tréi lai,
ho cang thiy c6 1y do dé nghi ngd vé nhiéu chén ly dic tin
khic. Hinh dnh Pic Kitd ma ho ghi nhdn dudc tif nhitng
c4ch thifc t4i gidi thich nhu thé khong di stc dé bao vé cho
niém hy vong clia ho. Lién quan tryc ti€p t6i nhitng thuc tai
cinh chung, cAn nhé lai “nhitng cudc tranh cdi thin hoc
dugc phd bién rong rii giita du ludn cong ching, trong d6
¢6 céc tin hitu ma dai da s& chua c6 dugec mot khii niém
nao vé viéc phan dinh: d6i v6i van dé cling khong, ma doi
v6i tim dnh hudng clia van dé ciing ching c6. Nghe ban cii
vé su hién hitu cda linh hdn, vé ¥ nghia clia cudc hién hitu
& thé gidi bén kia, cling nhu nghe dit nghi van vé méi lién
hé giita sur chét va cudc moi ngudi sdng lai ngay sau hét:
nghe vé tit ci nhitng diéu d6 1am cho dan kitd bang hoang
ddnh mat hudng di, bdi ho khong con nhin ra dugc nhitng
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tir ngit va nhitng khdi niém tiing quen thudc ddi véi ho™.’
Nhitng hoai nghi vé mat thin hoc nhu thé thudng giy anh
hudng ddng ké trén cic tic vu day gido 1y va thuyét gidng,
bdi vi, trong khi gidng day gido 1y, hodc ngudi day s& dé 10
c4c hoai nghi kia ra, hoic cdc hoai nghi d6 s& don ngudi
day vao thé phai giif thinh ling, khong néi gi t6i cdc chan 1y
canh chung.

Gin chit v6i hién tugng tuc héa 1a trao luu thuyét du
(persuasion), phd bién réng rdi — di nhién 12 nhd cdc
phudng tién truyén thong xa hdi — khing quyét ring gidng
bao nhiéu su vat khdc hién hitu trong khong va thdi gian,
con ngudi khong duge ciu thanh bdi mot thit gi khic ngoai
vit chdt va s& hoan toan tan bi€n vdi su chét. Hon nira,
dang vin héa thdi nay — dang phit trién trong thdi diém lich
st ndy — ra sifc ding hét moi cdch dé 1am cho quén di sy
chét va nhitng van dé tit y&u di kém theo. Ngoai ra, niém
hy vong con bi lung lac bdi thdi d6 bi quan d6i véi cd nhiing
gl 6t dep ndi ban thé€ con ngudi, va thdi do d6 1a nguyén
nhin lam cho nhing ndi kinh hoing va siu nio cang ting
thém. Sau canh tin bao khon ludng con ngudi thé kY ching
ta d3 gy ra sudt trong th& chi€n thit hai, thoang thodng d6
day thdy c6 béng ding clia mot tia hy vong, mong ring mot
khi da hoc dugc bai hoc dau thuong kia, thi con ngudi sé&
cling nhau thiét dit mot trat oy tdi dep hon cho tf do va
cdng bing. Diu vdy, hiu nhu ngay sau d6, tAm trang v3
mong dad x4y dén: “Diing thé, ngay nay, trong khip thé gidi,
dang thay thi nhau ting 1én mii: nan déi, tinh trang 4p biic,
bat cong va chién tranh, cidnh khd dau, nan khing bd va

" Bo Gido 1y Biic tin, Recentiores episcoporum Synodi, Dan nhip: AAS 71
(1979) 940.
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moi hinh thitc bao dong dl loai”.* Trong cic nudc giau, rat
nhiéu ngudi bi thu hit “bdi dam mé ton thd clia cdi vat chat
(goi 12 chi nghia tiéu thu)”,” va khdng con biét luu tim gi
dén tha nhin. Khi thdy con ngudi ngay nay cii minh chiu
nd 1& cla ban ning thdp hén cing nhuc duc dé€n mdt mic
dd nhu thé, va chi mot myc thém khét duy nhung cia céi
du6i dit ndy ma thdi, thi that 12 d& ma di dé€n chd nghi ring
ho qué di sinh ra khéng phai dé song cho mét muc dich nao
cao cd hon.

Va nhu thé, nhiéu ngudi sdng trong nghi ngd khong biét
su chét s& dem minh di dau, di vao hu vo hay di vao mot syt
song mdi. Trong s6 nhitng ai nghi 12 c6 mot sy sdng sau khi
chét, c6 nhiéu ngudi hinh dung sy song 4y s& tdi dién trén
trdi dit ndy qua vong luan hdi, va do d6, cudc sdng trén
gian khdng phai chi dién ra c¢6 mdt 14n doc nhat. Thai do
linh dam trong lanh vifc ton gido dua tdi chd nghi ngd vé cd
s clia niém hy vong vao mdt ddi sdng vinh cifu: c6 phai
niém hy vong 4y da dudc xay dung trén 13i Thién Chia hita
trong Pic Giésu Kitd, hay 1a trén mdt vi cfu tinh nao khic
chiing ta con phdi dgi dén? Tinh trang tranh t&i tranh sing
trong lanh virc than hoc cang gitp cho thai dd kia dudc uu
dai thém, bdi 1€, né gdi 1én nhiéu nghi ngd d6i vdi guong
mit dich thyc cla Pifc Kitd, gy khé khin cho nhiéu kitd
hitu trong viéc dit hét niém hy vong vao noi Ngai.

2. Ngay nay, thuc tai cdnh chung khoéng dugc ban dén,
cling vi nhiéu 1y do khéc. Xin chi néu 1én diy mot trong cic
ly do dé: hién tugng phuc hung cta khuynh hudng chi

* Thugng Hoi Pong Gidm Muc 1985, Relatio finalis II, D, 1, tr. 17.
? Thutgng Hoi Ddng Giam Muc 1985, Relatio finalis 1, 4, tr. 4
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truong ¢6 modt dang cdnh chung tai thé (eschatologia
intramunda). Py 1a khuynh huéng da dudc biét dén nhiéu
trong lich sif than hoc, va sau thdi Trung cd, thi két thanh
hoc thuyé&t dugc goi 1a “hiu dué tinh thin clia Joachim de
Flore™."

Khuynh hudng nay di dudc mdt s6 nha thin hoc gidi
phéng vun twdi: ho nhan manh trén tim trong yéu clia viéc
xay dung Nudc Thién Chia ngay & giita 10ong lich sl chiing
ta dang song, nhiéu dén do lam nhu don on cttu do — 14 thyc
tai trdi vugt 1én trén lich sit loai ngudii — vao hang thi yé&u.
Pi hin, cic nha thin hoc kia tuyét ddi khong phi nhin
chin 1y vé céc thuc tai di ti€p theo sau cudc song lodi ngudi
va lich stt. Ma, bdi 1€ Nudc Thién Chia dugc quan niém
nhi 12 dién ra & trong mot xd hoi khong giai cdp, nén “thdi
dai thit ba” (“fertia aetas™) — trong d6, “Phic 4m vinh cifu”
(“Evangelium aeternum”) (Kh 14:6-7) va Nudc cia Thanh
Than s& thanh hién thuc — dudc gidi thiéu dudi mot dang
mdi, theo 161 bi€u dat tuc héa."

Thé 13, mdt dang “eschaton” (thuc tai cudi cing) dudc
dua vao trong thdi gian lich stt, dit dugc gidi thi¢u khong
phai nhu 12 tuyét d6i t8i hau, ma chi nhu 12 cudi cling mot
cdch twong ddi. Db vay, kitd hitu dugc mdi goi dé thé hién
diéu d6 ra giita ddi song cu thé mot cach chuyén nhit dén
d6 1am ndy sinh mot 161 nhén thitc vé Phiic 4m c6 tinh c4ch
gidn ludc (reductiva), qua @, phan 16n nhitng gi lién quan
t6i c4c thuc tai tuyét ddi t8i hdu déu bi rdi vao quén lang,
khong dudc néi t6i. Theo ¥ nghia d6, trong hé thong thin

' V& viin dé nay, xin xem H. de Lubac, La postérité spirituelle de Joachim
de Flore, 2 cudn (Paris, 1978 va 1981).
"' V& quan h¢ gitta Marx va Hegel, xin xem ibid. cun 2, tt. 256-360.
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hoc kia, con ngudi “tu dit minh vao trong vién cdnh cla
mot trao luu gidi phéng (chi thuin tiy theo nghia) thé tuc
(messianismus temporalis), va d6 14 mdt trong nhimng 161
biéu dat triet d€ nhit cla khuynh huéng tuc héa Nudc
Thién Chda va ciia trao Iuu 16ng tron Nudc Thién Chia vao
trong ndi vi cla lich st loai ngudi (historiae humanae

immanentia) loai ngudi”."

Niém hy vong ‘d6i than’ (ddc cdy) s& mat di sitc manh
toan dién clia né khi n bi thay th€ bdi mdt stic ning dong
chinh tri. Piéu dé c6 thé dudc xdc minh khi chiéu kich
chinh tri trd thanh “chiéu kich chinh y&u va chuyén nhit,
duta dén chd hiéu Phiic Am theo kiéu gidn ludc”."” Can luu ¥
ring khong thé nao chip nhan dugc mot cich gidi thigu cdc
thuc tai canh chung theo kiéu bép méo nhim dua tdi 15i
hiéu Phic 4m theo kiéu gidn ludc, ngay ca khi khong diing
dén bat cit mot yéu t6 nao thudc hé thdng micxit, 12 hé
thong khé ma dung hoa dudc véi Kitd gido.

Al ciing biét riing thuy&t macxit ¢ dién coi ton gido nhu
1a “thudc phién” ru ngd quin chiing, bdi “khi giy cho con
ngudi niém hy vong hio huyén vao cudc séng mai hiu, ton
gido da 1am cho ho xao ling viéc xdy dung xa hdi tran
th&”." P6 1a mot 13i két 4n thi€u co sd khdch quan. Ngude
lai, chinh chti thuy&t duy vit mé&i 1am cho con ngudi mat hét
di nhitng dong cd thiét thuc trong nd luc xay dung thé gisi
ndy. Tai sao phéi ddu tranh néu khong c6 gi dé trong chd
sau cudc ddi tran th&? “An di, udng di, vi ngdy mai chiing ta

12 B3 Gido 1y i tin, Huin thi Libertatis nuntius 10, 6: AAS 76 (1984) 901.
1 B Gido Iy Dric tin, Huin thi Libertatis nuntius 10, 5: AAS 76 (1984) 900.
' Cong dong Vaticand II, Hién ch& muc vu Gaudium et spes, 55 20: AAS 58
(1966) 1040.
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s& chét” (Is 22:13). Qua that 1a trdi lai, bdi chic chin “niém
hy vong cinh chung khong lam gidm thiéu di tim quan
trong ciia cic bdn phan tran thé, trai lai con tao thém nhitng
dong luc méi gitip hoan tit nhitng bon phin dy”."

Tuy nhién, khong thé phti nhan 12 di c6 mot so kitd hitu
vi suy tudng thdi qud vé thé gidi mai hiu, nén da budc vao
con duding siing tin (pietisca via), bd bé bdn phin xa hoi.
Can phai loai bé 16i sdng nhu thé. Ngugc lai, cling khong
dugc phép bd quén thé€ gidi mai sau dé chi dua modt mau
Kitd gido thuan tiy “thé€ tuc” (temporalisticus) vio trong
cudc song c4 nhan hay 13 trong hoat dong muc vu. Khai
niém giai phéng “toan dién” do Huin quyén Gido hoi'® dé
xuit, bdo toan dudc dudc cling Iiic, thé€ quan binh va su
phong phii giita cdc y&u 8 khdc nhau chita dyng trong sit
diép phic 4m."” Va nhu thé, khdi niém ay ndi 1én 1o ldp
trudng xing hgp clia kitd hitu va cch thic ding ddn can c6
trong khi ti€n hanh hoat dong muc vu, bdi né néu cho thay
1a cAn phai gat bd va vugt 1&n trén nhitng (cich quan niém)
d6i choi gia tao va vo bd giifa sit mang thiéng liéng va cong
tac phuc vu trong thé gidi.'"® Va cudi ciing, khdi niém 4y 1a
cdch biéu dat trung thuc clia tinh bac 4i di v6i c4c anh chi
em clia ching ta, bdi 1&, d6 chinh 1a nd luc tim cdch dé gidi
phéng ho mdt cich tuyét d6i, khdi moi hinh thic nd 1€, va,
trude tién 12 khéi tinh trang nd 1& trong tim hdn. Néu biét

15 Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ch& muc vu Gaudium et spes, s 21: AAS 58
(1966) 1041.

1® Xin xem Brttc Phaold VI, Evangelii nuntiandi, s6 34: AAS 68 (1976) 28.

17 Xin xem Uy ban thin hoc quc &, De promotione humana et salute chris-
tiana, trong Documenta (1969-1985), Citta del Vaticano 1988, tt. 160-202.

'® Thugng Hoi Pdng Gidm Muc 1985, Relatio finalis 11, D, 6.
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luu tdm gidi phéng tha nhan mot cich toan dién, thi khong
thé nao ngudi kitd lai khép kin minh lai dé chi lo cho mot

3. Cau trd 18 ma Kitd gido gidi thiéu cho tinh trang boi
rdi clia con ngudi thdi nay, cling nhu cho con ngudi cia moi
thdi dai, dit nén tdng & ndi Pic Kité song lai, va in siu
vao trong niém hy vong vé suf séng lai vinh hién mai hau
clia tit c3 nhitng ai thudc vé Pic Kitd."” P6 s& 1a mot cude
song lai theo dang miu clia chinh cudc Pic Kitd song lai:
“Ciing nhu ching ta dd mang hinh dnh ngudi (Adam) bdi
dat ma ra, thi chiing ta cling s& dugc mang hinh 4nh (Adam)
Déng tif tri ma dén” (1Cr 15:49), titc 12 hinh dnh clia chinh
Dic Kitd sdng lai. Cudc song lai clia ching ta s& 1am nén
mot bién ¢ gido hdi, két lién véi bién ¢d quang 1am clia
Chua, khi s8 cdc anh chi em di dat t6i mic diy di (x. Kh
6:11). Trong thdi gian chd ddi, thi ngay sau khi chét, c6 mot
mdi théng hiép giita cdc ké vinh phiic véi Pic Kitd sdng
lai; vA méi thong hiép ay gid thiét, n€u cin, mdt cudc thanh
luyén cénh chung. Pi trudc bi€n c6 song lai cudi cling, mdi
thong hiép kia bao gdbm mdt ¥ niém nhén loai hoc x4c dinh
rd va mot cich nhin vé su chét theo nhin gidi kitd gido.
Chinh trong Dic Kitd s&ng lai va nhd Ngudi mdi hiéu dudgc
viéc “truyén thdng clia cai thiéng liéng”? giita tit ca cédc
chi thé clia Gido hdi ma Pic Kitd song lai 12 Pau. Pic
Kitd 1a chung cuc va l1a muc dich cudc hién hifu cia chiing
ta; Ngudi 1a Pang ma nhd on thanh, ching ta phdi huéng tdi
sudt trong cudc ddi duong thé€ ngdn ngli nay. Trong trach

' K& cA nhimg ké khong thudc Gido hdi hitu hinh: cdng ddng Vaticand I,
Lumen gentium, s& 15tt: AAS 57 (1965) 19t.
% Xin xem cong ddng Vaticand II, Lumen gentium, s& 49: AAS 57 (1965) 55.
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d6i v6i viéc phdi thuc hién hanh trinh 4y c6 thé nhin ra
dugc qua tinh chat cao cd vd bién clia Pang ma ching ta
dang hudng tdi. Chiing ta ddi trong Pic Kitd, chir khong
phéi mot cudc hién hitu tai thé€ giéng nhu cudc song chiing
dang sdng bay gidf, Ngudi s€ 12 tinh trang toai nguyén tuyét
dinh ctia hét moi udc vong mong chd cla ching ta.

NIEM HY VONG KITO GIAO
POI VOI SUSONG LAI

1. Su song lai ciia Diic Kit va ciia chiing ta

1.1. Tong db Phaold viét cho gido doan Corintd thé nay:
“Trudc hét, t6i di truyén lai cho anh em diéu ma chinh t6i
da lanh nhin, d6 1a: Pic Kitd di chét vi tdi 16i ching ta,
ding nhv 18i Kinh Thanh, réi Ngudi da dudc mai tdng, va
ngdy tht ba da i ddy, ddng nhy 19i Kinh Thinh” (1Cr
15:3-4). Thé ma, chang nhiing da thuc su sdng lai, Pitc Kitd
con 1a “sy song lai va 1a su sdng” (Ga 11:25), va Ngudi
cling 14 niém hy vong cho su sdng lai cda ching ta. Thé
nén, cic kitd hifu ngdy nay ciling nhitng thdi trudc, cé thé
thém vao trong kinh Tin kinh Nixéa-Congtintindp — trong
cong thic clia “Truyén thdng bt diét Hoi thinh Chida™*
qua dé ho tuyén xung didc tin vao Pic Giésu Kitd, Pang
“da trdi ddy trong ngay thit ba, ding nhv 18i Kinh Thanh” —
cau: “Toi trong dgi ké chét sdng lai”.* Trong 15i tuyén tin

2! Ptc Phaold VI, Professio fidei, s 3: AAS 60 (1968) 434,
% Denz.-Schionm. 150.
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iy, vang vong céc chitng ti cia Tan U6c: “Nhiing ngudi da
chét trong Pitc Kit6 sé& song lai” (1Th 4:16).

“Pitc Kitd da song lai tir ¢di chét, md dudng cho nhitng
ai d an giac ngan thu” (1Cr 15:20). C4ch biéu dat 4y ham
¢ cho thdy ring thay vi déng kin & trong minh, su kién hoic
bién c& Pic Kitd song lai, mot ngay kia, s& trdi dai tdc
dung, s& dudc hién thuc héa cho tat cd nhitng ai thudc vé
Diic Kitd. Bdi vi, sut sdng lai mai hiu cla chiing ta 1a “su
nbi dai dén tin moi ngudi chinh cudc séng lai cla Pic
Kit6”,” cho nén, la diéu dé& hiéu, bién cd sdng lai ctia Chiia
chinh 12 mdé miu cla sy viéc ching ta s& sdng lai. Su sdng
lai clia Bic Kit ciing 12 nguyén nhin cia sy viéc chiing ta
s€ song lai, “bdi vi, néu tai mdt ngudi ma nhin loai phdi
chét, thi cling nhd mdt ngudi ma ké chét duge sdng lai”
(1Cr 15:21). Qua phép rita trong Gido hoi, nhd Thanh Thin,
chiing ta dugc séng lai mot cich bi tich, trong Pitc Kitd
phuc sinh (x. Cl 2:12). Can phdi cim sy sdng lai cla cic
ngudi thudc vé Pidc Kitd nhu 1a chép dinh cla miu nhiém
da duge bit dau ldc chiu phép rira. Vi thé, su song lai dy
phai dugc hiéu nhu 1a viéc thong hiép tuyét dinh véi Pic
Kitd va v6i c4c anh chi em clia chiing ta, va déng thdi, cling
nhu 12 ddi tugng cao nhit clia niém hy vong: “Nhu thé,
chiing ta s& dudc & ciing Chiia madi mai” (1Tx 4:17). Vay, su
sOng lai cudi cling trong vinh quang s& 1A tinh trang thong
hiép toan ven nhit, ngay cd vé mit thé xdc, gilta nhifng
ngudi thudc vé Pic Kitd — da song lai — va Chia hién vinh.
Tat ca nhitng diéu d6 cho thdy ring su sdng lai cia Chia la
nhu ‘khodng khéng gian’ clia su séng lai vinh quang mai

5 Bb Gido 1y Bic tin, Recentiores episcoporum Synodi, s6 2: AAS 71 (1979)
941,
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hau danh cho chiing ta, va ring ca su song lai mai hiu cla
chiing ta nifa ciing phai dugc hiéu nhu 12 mot bién cb gido
hoi. Do niém tin 4y — nhu Phaold di phit biéu tai hoi dong
Aténé (Hy lap) — cdc kitd hitu thdi dai ching ta — cd ho nifa
— khi 1am chiing vé viéc ké chét sdng lai, cling s& bi dem
pha (x. Cv 17:32). Vé diém nay, tinh trang hién nay khong
khdc gi hoan canh ma Origéné miéu td nhu thé ndy trong
thoi 6ng: “Hon nifa, bdi khdng dugc hiéu cho ding, mau
nhiém vé su song lai thudng bi cdc ngudi vo tin ban tdn ch&
giéu”

Nhitng 13 cong kich va ché& giéu kia khong lay chuyén
ndi cdc kitd hitu trong nhitng thé k¥ ddu, khéng 1am cho ho
bd rdi ma khéng tuyén xung niém tin vo sy sdng lai, ciing
nhu khdng chin diing ndi cic nha thin hoc clia thdi so khai
ay, trong nd Iyc trinh bay vé niém tin kia. T4t cd cdc Cong
thifc tuyén tin — ching han nhu cdng thiic trung din trén kia
— déu dat t6i chép dinh vdi 16i tuyén xung vé su song lai.
Viéc ké chét song lai 1a “dé tai chuyén khdo dudc than hoc
thdi trude Conxtintind ban dén thudng nhat; hi€m 1dm méi
tim ra dugc mot tdc phdm than hoc thdi dau khong ban dén
su song lai”.* Cho nén, thdi do chong ddi ngay nay ciing
khong lay chuyén ndi ching ta, cling khong lam ching ta
khiép sg.

Ngay tir thdi cdc gido phu, viéc tuyén xung su song lai
da dudc trinh bay mot cach hét sitc hién thuc. Xem ra cong
thifc “xdc song lai” da dudc dua vao trong Cong thifc tuyén
tin ca Roma, va sau d6, cling dugc dua vao trong nhiéu

* Origéné, Contra Celsum1,7.
¥ A. Stuiber, Refrigerium interim. Die Vorstellungen vom Zwischenzustand
und die friihchristliche Grabeskunst, Bonn, 1957, tr. 101.
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cong thiic tin biéu khic, 1a @€ chong lai mot cdch gidi thich
sai 1&ch do chli hudng duy linh (spiritualisticus) dua ra d6i
véi viéc song lai; bdi 16i gidi thich chiu dnh hudng trao luu
ngd dao (gnosticus) nay da 161 kéo mot sd cac tin hitu kitd
di theo.” Trong cong dong Tolédd XI (675), gido 1y da duge
tinh bay mot cdch cin nhdc: di bi bic bd quan diém cho
ring sy song lai s& xay ra “trong mdt tht xdc thé lang lang,
thoang thodng nhu chit éte hay mot loai thé xdc nao khac”;
xdc dinh niém tin vao sy séng lai “trong thé xdc, trong dé
hién ching ta dang song, dang ton tai va dang chuyén
doéng”. Viéc tuyén xung Ay lam cho thiy rd trudc mit “md
mau cda Pau chiing ta”, d3 dudc gidi thiéu vdi chiing ta
trong Pic Kitd, tic trong dnh sidng cla bién c6 Pic Kitd
song lai.*” Viéc nhic dén Pitc Kitd phuc sinh nhu vira néi,
néu bat cho thdy tinh chat cu thé cla sy song lai dudc bdo
toan dén do khong chiit loai bd hién tugng cac than x4c nhu
dang thiy by gi® trén mat dat, s& bi€n d6i thanh thin xic
vinh hién. Nhung mot thin x4c ‘lang ling’ theo nghia 1a
mot tao vat mdi thi khong thé tuong dng dudc véi thuc tai
clia cudc Pic Kitd sdng lai, trai lai, lic d6 s& du nhdp vao
trong cich hiéu vé su séng lai, mot y&u t& huyén thoai
hoang duding. C4c nghi phu cong ddng Télédo XI coi cach
hiéu nhu néi trén diy vé su viéc Dic Kitd sdng lai, 12 cdch
hiu duy nhat phit hgp vdi cdc 13i miéu té ctia Kinh Thanh
vé ngdi md tréng va vdi cdc cude hién ra cla Pic Chia
phuc sinh (cling nén lwu ¥ d&n viéc dung dong tit 6phthé dé
miéu ta cdc cudc hién ra dy, va gilta cdc trinh thuit hién ra,
thi ¢6 nhitng lic dudc goi 12 “gidy phit nhan bi€t / nhin

% Xin xem J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Creeds, London 1952, tt. 163-165.
*’ Denz.-Schinm. 540.
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ra”). D viy, viéc song lai hi€u nhu th€ vin bao ham mot
tinh trang céing thing gifta viéc ti€p tuc hién hitu thuc sy
clia thé xdc (th€ xdc dd chiu déng dinh vdo Thédnh gid 1a
chinh thé xdc di song lai va hién ra véi cic mon dd), va su
bi&€n d6i vinh hién ctia chinh thé x4c Ay. Pitc Giésu sdng lai
da khong nhitng néi vdi cic mon db s¥ vao Ngudi — bdi
“ma dau c6 xuong c6 thit nhuf anh em thiy Thay c6 diy?” —
ma cdn cho ho xem tay, xem chian Ngudi dé ho x4c nhian
“chinh 12 Thay” (Lc 24:39: oti egé eimi autos). Tuy nhién,
mot khi di sdng lai, Ngudi khéng con & trong tinh trang
cudc song duong th€ hay chét clia Ngudi ngay trude. Nhu
th€, di giif viing tinh chat hién thuc cda viéc song lai mai
hau, trudc hét, ching ta ciing dimg quén di ring mot khi
song lai, xdc thé thit cla chiing ta s& “nén gidong thian xic
vinh hién clia Pic Kitd” (P1 3:21). Hién nay dugc md thitc
héa do linh hdn (psyché), thi khi song lai vinh hién, than xac
s& dugc md thitc héa do than tri (pneuma) (x. 1Cr 15:20).

1.2. Trong dong lich st cda tin diéu nay, ¢6 mot su kién
mdi (it 12 sau khi da gidi quyét xong xu huéng xuét hién hdi
th€ ky 2 do 4nh hudng phdi cic ngudii ngd dao), d6 1a viéc
mot vai nha thin hoc ngdy nay dua tinh chat hién thuc kia
1én ban md clia khoa phé binh. P6i véi ho, cdch trinh bay
truyén ‘théng vé su song lai 1a qud tho thién. Céach riéng,
cdc cdch trinh td qua vat thé vé sy viéc sdng lai giy ra
nhiéu khé khin. Thé nén, d6i ltic, phdi tim cdch 4n trdnh
diing sau mot vai 16 gidi thich c6 tinh cdch thiéng liéng dé
trinh bay v& su song lai, va vi th€ ma ho 1én tiéng ddi phai
c6 mdt cdch gidi thich méi vé cic 18i khing quyét cla
truyén thong lién qua dén sy sdng lai.

Cich than hoc gidi thich vé cic 15i khing dinh lién quan
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dén céc thuc tai cinh chung cin phai dugc sifa 1ai.”® Khong
thé coi céc 151 khing dinh d6 don thuin chi vé tudng lai (bdi
néu thé, thi s& & trong mot thé 16gic khdc vdi nhitng khdng
quyét lién quan dén c4c thyc kién qué khi hodc hién tai, 1a
cac thuc tai c6 thé dugc miéu trinh nhu 14 nhitng d6i tugng
chitng minh dugc), bdi vi, néu, trong nhitng gi lién quan t6i
ching ta, chiing chua trd thanh hi¢n thuc — va theo nghia
dé, ching sé xdy dén — thi trdi lai, d6i v6i Pic Kitd, chiing
da tré thanh hién thuc.

Pé gitip tranh cho khdi nhitng 1ap trudng quéd khich mot
mét do viéc miéu trinh cé tinh cach qua vat 1y, va méat khac
12 do khuynh huéng ‘tinh thAn héa’ (spiritualizatio) cdc bién
c0, thi xin néu ra ddy mot vai dudng huéng cd ban.

1.2.1. P4 goi 1a cdch gidi thich thuc sy than hoc, thi phéi
dén nhén toan ven cdc chin 1y mac khai. Thién Chia biét
vé tuong lai; tuy nhién, Ngudi cling ¢6 thé mac khai nhitng
hiéu bi€t 4y cho con ngudi nhur 1a chan ly ddng tin nhin.

1.2.2. Piéu d6 di dudc té o trong bi€n cd sdng lai clia
Pic Kitd, ma toan bd vin chudng gido phu déu quy chi€u
vao khi néi vé su viéc ké chét song lai. Piéu di ting 16n
dan 1én trong hy vong clia dan tuyén chon, thi cling dd trd
thanh hién thuc noi bién cd Pitc Kitd song lai. Puge dén
nhan trong dic tin, bi€n ¢ song lai cla Pdc Kitd cling
mang lai mdt ¥ nghia chung quyé&t cho suf viéc ké chét song
lai.

1.2.3. Cin phdi c6 mot nhin sinh va vii tru quan dit nén
mong trén Kinh Thdnh va 1y tri, c6 kha ning nhin nhan dn

28 V& céch gii thich &y, xin xem Uy ban thin hoc quéc t&, De interpretatione
dogmatum (1988), rong Gregorianum 72 (1991) 5-37.
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20i cao ci clia con ngudi va clia thé€ gidi theo tr thé 1a
nhifng tao vat. Nhung, ciing con cin phai nhan manh nhiéu
hon nita ring “Thién Chda la thuc tai ‘tdi hau’ cho tao vat.
Pén dudc v6i Ngudi, dé 1a thién dang; mat Ngudi di, d6 1a
hdéa nguc; Ngudi nhan thitc, d6 1a phian xét; Ngudi tinh
luyén, d6 12 luyén nguc. Ngudi 1a Ping trong d6 chét di
nhitng gi 1a hitu han, va nhd d6 ma dugc song lai cho Ngudi
va trong Ngudi. Ngudii 12 Pang ngodnh miit lai v6i the gian,
trong Con ciia Ngudi, Putc Giésu Kitd, 12 biéu hién, 12 hién
dung ctia Thién Chda, va ciing 1 toan bd nhing thuc tai ‘tdi
hau’”.* Cin phai luu tim dé&n viéc giit cho dugc tinh chat
hién thuc trong gido 1y vé thin x4c sdng lai; nhung khong vi
th€ ma quén di chd ding hang diu cla chiéu kich thong
hiép va lién két v6i Thién Chiia trong Pic Kitd (mdi thong
hiép clia chiing ta trong Pifc Kitd song lai s& dat dén mic
tron ven khi c3 chiing ta nita, chiing ta ciling dudc song lai
trong thdn x4c), 1a citu cdnh t8i hdu cla con ngudi, cla
Gido hdi va clia thé gi6i.®

1.2.4. Ciing th€, viéc phli nhin “3o thin thuy&t” cdnh
chung ddi héi phai loai b 18i hiu vé tinh trang thdng hiép
v6i Thién Chia trong giai doan cdnh chung t6i hdu nhu chi
12 mét tinh trang thuan tdy tinh thin. Thién Chda, 12 Pang
qua ti€n trinh mac khai, mdi goi chiing ta di vao tinh trang
thong hiép cudi cling, ciing chinh 12 Thién Chia cla cong
trinh tao dung vil tru. C3 “cdng trinh diu tién” 4y nita, cudi
cling, ciing s& dudc ti€p nhin vio trong tinh trang vinh hién.

¥ H. U. Balthasar, Eschatologie, trong Fragen der Theologie heute, (Ziirich-
Koln, 1957) tt. 407-408.
30 Cong ddng Vaticand I1, Hién ché tin 1y Dei Verbum, 2: AAS 58 (1966) 818.
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Theo nghia d6, cong ddng Vaticand II qua quyét rang:
“difc 4i va cong trinh clia né s& tdn tai, va toan thé tao vit
ma Thién Chda d3 dung nén cho con ngudi déu s& dugc
gidi thodt khéi 4ch nd 1€ phi van™.

1.2.5. Cudi cling, cin phai nhin manh dén diém nay 1a
trong cic ban Tuyén tin, c6 nhitng cdng thifc tin 1y rat hién
thuc, néi vé than xdc song lai. Su song lai s& x4y ra “trong
xdc th€ ndy, xdc thé ma ching ta hién dang séng vGi”.
Nhu thé, thin xidc dang sdng diy va thin xdc s& song lai 1a
cling mot than xdc. Niém tin 4y hién 16 trong than hoc kitd
gido nguyén sd. Thé nén, thanh Iréné nhin nhin “cudc bién
hinh dang” clia x4c thé, bdi vi, “Ia phai chét va hu n4t, xdc
thé trd thanh bt diét va khong thé hu ndt” trong cudc sdng
lai cudi cling.®® Nhung cudc sdng lai nhu th€ s& xdy ra
“trong chinh nhitng thin xdc clia nhitng ngudi da chét, bdi
vi, n€u khong phai 12 ciing chinh trong nhitng than x4c dé,
thi nhitng ngudii da chét cling sé€ khong sdng lai”.** Vay, cdc
gido phu nghi ring n€u khong c6 cin tinh thé xdc (identitas
corporalis), thi khong thé bido vé cho toan ven dudc cin
tinh clia nhan vi. Khéng bao gity Gido hdi day riing cin phai
c6 ciing mot tht vt chit thi mdi ¢6 thé néi 1a cling mot
thdn xac. Tuy nhién, viéc ton kinh di hai cac thanh, qua d6
cc kitd hitu néi 1én ring thAn x4c cdc thdnh “la nhitng
ngudi trude kia 12 nhiing chi thé sdng dong clia chinh Pitc

*! Cong ddng Vaticand I, Hién ché muc vu Gaudium et spes, 39: AAS 58
(1966) 1057.

2 Fides Damasi, in Denz.- Schonm. 72.

 Adversus haereses 5, 13, 3: SC 153, 172. Poan vin niy con dudc gitf lai
trong ti€ng Hy lap; tir ding d€ chi vé cudc “bién hinh dang” (transfiguratio)
12 tir metaschématismos.

% Ibid. 5,13, 1: SC 153, 162, et 164.
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Kitd va 1a dén thd cia Chda Thanh Than [...], s& dudc
Ngudi cho sdng lai trong su sdng vinh cttu va vinh hién”,
cho thdy 1a khong thé gidi thich vé su sdng lai ma khong
néi t6i thin xdc da ting song (truc d6 trong cudc ddi
dudng thé).

2. Bién cé Pic Kito quang lam va sy song lai cia
chiing ta

2.1. Trong Tan USc, mdt thdi diém nhat dinh dugc quy
gén cho su sOng lai clia ké chét. Sau khi qui quy&t ring su
song lai clia ké chét sé dién ra do Pic Kitd va trong Pifc
Kit6, Phaold viét thém riing: “Nhung mdi ngudi theo thif ti
clia minh: m& dau 1a Pic Kitd, rdi khi Pitc Kitd quang lam,
thi d&n lugt nhitng ké thudc vé Ngudi” (1Cr 15:23: en té
parousia autou). P6 12 bién ¢6 cu thé dugc chi dinh nhu 14
thdi diém clia sy viéc ké chét song lai. Tir Hy lap parousia
c6 nghia 1a: “cudc dén lai 1an thit hai” — s& xdy dén — cia
Pic Chia, trong vinh quang, khic v6i 1dn dén thi nhat
trong khiém ha:* bién c& biéu hién vinh quang (x. Tt 2:13)
va viéc xudt hién qua cudc “dén lan thi hai” (x. 2Tx 2:8)
déu chi vé ciing mot 1an dén. Bién ¢6 Ay dugc Phiic 4m ciia
Gioan biéu trinh vdi cum tif nay: “ngay sau hét” (Ga 6:39-
40; 6:54). C6 mot moi lién hé giifa cdc bién cd doc thiy
trong trinh thudt séng ddng clia Thu thit nhat glii gido doan
Théxalonica (4:16-17) va dudc truyén thdng 16n lao clia cdc

* Xin xem cbng ddng Trentd, Khoa 25, Decretum de [...] reliquiis: Denz.-
Schonm. 1822.

% Cf. Kinh Tin Kinh Nixéa-Conxtantindp: Denz.-Schonm. 150: “et iterum
venturus est cum gloria”,
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gido phu xdc dinh: “Lic Ngudi dén (lai lan thi hai), moi

ngudi sé song lai”.>’

Pi ngudc lai véi diéu khing quyét trén day 12 hoc thuyét
vé “viéc song lai trong su chét” (resurrectio in morte). Dugi
mdt dang phd bi€n nhit, hoc thuyét nay dugc trinh bay
trong mdt cich thific xem ra giy tn hai ning dén tinh chat
hién thuc cla sy song lai, bdi 1&, hoc thuyét kia quan niém
vé mot su song lai khdng lién quan gi t6i than xdc di sdng
va nay vadn & mii trong tinh trang chét. Piéu ma cdc nha
than hoc theo thuyét song lai trong cdi chét nhim tdi 1a loai
bd cudc hién hitu cia mdt “linh hdn tich Lia” (anima
separata) sau khi chét, bdi ho cho d6 12 di qua con sét lai
clia chd thuyét Platon. Cdc nha thdn hoc chl trudng hoc
thuyét kia lo sd thi ciing 12 diéu d& hiéu: chi thuyét Platon
c6 thé gay ra nhitng 1&ch lac hét sic trim trong cho dic tin
kitd gido. Qua vy, niém tin nay khong coi thin xdc nhu la
nguc ti giam him dé€ can phai gidi phéng linh hdn ra khoi
d6. Nhung, ciing chinh vi vdy ma khong hiéu tai sao cdc
nha thin hoc ghé sd hoc thuyét Platon, lai chdp nhin tinh
thé chat (corporeitas) cudi cling — tic su sdng lai — theo mot
cach kiéu nhu thé 12 khdng con thuc sy dé cip gl téi “thé
xdc ndy déy, trong d6 chiing ta hién dang s6ng”.* C4c cong
thifc tuyén tin ¢8 cuu khing quyé’t mdt cich manh mé khédc
thudng, ring thin xdc hién dang sdng diy, chinh thin xdc
d6 s& song lai.

Su phén biét vé mit khdi niém gitfa thin x4c (corpus) va
tl thi (cadaver), hoic 1a viéc dua hai khdi niém khic nhau

*" Kinh Tin Kinh Quicumgque: Denz.-Schonm. 76.
*® Fides Darmnasi, Denz.-Schonm. 72.
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vao trong ¥ niém thin xdc (trong tiéng Pitc, su khic biét d6
duge biéu dat bing cic tir Leib va Korper, trong khi cdc thit
ti€ng khac thi khong c6 tir d€ dién ta su khdc biét d6), cho
thdy 12 khé ma hiéu ra dudc ngoai cdc gidi chuyén mon.
Kinh nghiém muc vu cho thdy ring dan kito to ra rat bdi roi
khi nghe néi qua cdc bai gidng trong nghi thifc tong ting thi
hai, 1a ngudi chét nay da sdng lai rdi. Piéu ddng sg 1a cic
bai gidng nhu th€ giy dnh hudng tiéu cuc ndi cic tin hitu,
bdi vi, c6 thé 1am cho tinh trang 13n 16n gido 1§ nhu dang
thdy hién nay thém siu didm hon nita. Khi ma cdc tin hitu
dang bi 16i kéo bdi ndo trang duy vat clia thé€ gidi tuc hda
ngay nay, cho rang chét 1a hét, la tin tuyét, thi cang trim
trong hon nhiéu nita viéc 1am gia ting tim trang boi roi clia
ho.

Mt khic, trong Tan Uéc, bién c¢8 quang lam (Pic Kitd
trd lai 1an thi hai) 12 mdt bién cd cu thé, két thic lich st
loai ngudi chiing ta. La bép méo céc vin ban Tan Udc, viéc
tim cdch gidi thich bi€n ¢d quang 1am nhu 12 mdt bién cd
dién ra thudng truc va khong 1a gi khic ngoai viéc mdi cd
nhén gip gd Pitc Chia trong gid chét clia minh.

2.2. “Ngay sau hét” (Ga 6:54), khi song lai vinh quang,
con ngudi dat t6i mic thong hiép toan ven véi Pic Kitd
phuc sinh. RS rang 1a thé, bdi vi lic d6, viéc hiép thong clia
con ngudi véi Pic Kitd s€ la sy hiép thong vai thyc tai hién
sinh toan ven clia mdi bén gifta hai phia. Hon nita, vi lich st
dd dén hoi két thic, cho nén sy séng lai clia moi ngudi,
“cling 12 tdi t& va la anh em”, s& 1am cho NhiémThé Pic
Kitd dugc hoan bi (x. Kh 6:11). Chinh vi th&, Origéné da
qua quyét ring: “P6 chi 13 mot than thé duy nhit, thin thé
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dudc xac nhén 1 s& song lai hdi phan xét (chung)”.** Qua
thé, cong ddng Tolédd XI da rat c6 1y khi tuyén xung ring
sit viéc cdc ké chét song lai vinh hién s& x3y ra khong
nhitng gidng nhu Pic Kitd phuc sinh, ma con theo “md
mau ciia Pdu chiing ta” (1a Puc Kitd).*

Hiéu theo hoc thuyét vé “viéc sdng lai trong su chét”, thi
khia canh cong doan dy clia viéc sdng lai cudi cling 1am
nhu tan bi€n mat hit, bdi vi, cudc song lai kia s& trd thanh,
néi cho ding hon, mot tién trinh c4 nhan riéng 1€. Vi thé,
khéng thi€u chi nhifng thin hoc gia tdn ddng hoc thuyét vé
“viéc sdng lai trong sy chét”, da di tim mot gidi phdp noi
chi huéng dugc goi 1a “phi-thdi gian” (atemporalismus):
cho 14 sau khi chét, khong cdn c6 thdi gian hién hitu, ho gidi
thich ring néu nhin tir rén duong thé, thi thiy cdc con
ngudi ndi ti€p nhau chét, nhung trong ddi song sau khi chét
— Vi ¢6 sy sdng lai, nén — cdc ngudti chét déu sdng lai cing
lic, bdi trong d6, s& khdng con ¢6 modt dang thdi gian nao
nita. L&i gidi quyé&t nhu thé cla chd thuyét phi-thdi gian —
theo d6, nhitng 14n chét ndi ti€p nhau clia cdc c4 nhan riéng
18 va viéc song lai tap thé tring hdp vé6i nhau — kéo theo
viéc nh @€n mot dang triét 1y vé thdi gian hoin toan xa la
d6i vdi tr tudng kinh thanh. C4ch biéu dat ciia Tan Udc lién

" quan dén linh hdn céc vi tir dao, xem ra khong mdy may dit
-ho ra ngoai hét moi dang thuc tai clia sy néi ti€p hodc moi
nhin thitc vé sif ndi ti€p (x. Kh 6:9-11). Tuong ty nhu thé,
néu khong c6 mdt dang thdi gian nio nita sau khi chét, ci
mot thif thdfi gian don thuin tuong tu nhu thdi gian ddi nay
khong thdi cling ching cd, thi khong thé hiéu dudc tai sao

¥ In Leviticum homilia 7, 2: GCS 29, 378.
0 Denz.-Schinm. 540.
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khi trd 13i céc tin hitu Théxal6nica hdi ngai vé sd phin ciia
nhitng ké chét, Phaold da néi vé viéc ho song lai vdi nhitng
cdch biéu dat & thi tuong lai (anastésontai) (x. 1Tx 4:13-18).
Ngoai ra, mdt sy phli nhin tuyét d6i hét moi thit ¥ niém vé
thdi gian cho cic cudc song lai 4y, vira cing lic ma ciing
vira nOi ti€p nhau sau khi chét, xem ra khdng luu ¥ cho du
t6i tinh thé chat clia viéc song lai; qua thé, khong thé néi 1a
mot thin x4c that khi coi n6 12 xa la véi moi khédi niém vé
thdi gian. B&i dang dugc thong hiép véi Pic Kitd — 12 Pang
da song lai mot cich xdc thé thit su — ci linh hon clia
nhitng ngudi lanh ciing khong thé khong ¢6 bat cif mot lién
hé nao véi thai gian.

3. Theo Tan Udc: hiép thong véi Pitc Kité ngay sau khi
chét

3.1. Db ¢6 nghi 1a ngay Chia quang 1dm da gan ké hoic
con rit xa, thi cdc kitd hitu diu tién ciing nhén thitc dugc rat
nhanh, qua kinh nghiém, 12 mét s& trong ho da di vao trong
cbi chét truc hdi quang 1am. Vi thay ho uu tr ddi véi sO
phén clia nhitng ngudi qué ¢ (x. 1Tx 4:13), Phaold da an Gi
bing cich nhic lai cho ho gido 1y vé su sdng lai mai hau
clia cdc tin hitu d3 qua doi: “Nhiing ngudi di chét trong
Piic Kitd s& song lai trudc tién” (1Tx 4:16). Niém x4c tin
trong difc tin nhu thé vin dé€ rong dudng du luin cho cic
vin @é khic, va rit nhanh sau d6, cic vin dé nay di dudc
néu 1én. Chdng han: trong lic chd ddi, cdc ngudi qui ¢d 3
trong tinh trang nao? Pdi vdi van dé nay, ho khong thdy can
thi€t phdi tim ra mot cAu trd 15i hoan toan mdi, bdi vi, t
lau, da tim thdy trong toan bd truyén thong kinh thénh,
nhitng y€u 6 gitp gidi quyét. Ngay tir nhitng giai doan diu
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trong lich sif ctia ho — nhu ching ta da biét — dan ftraen da
nghi 12 mdt phan nao d6 trong con ngudi van ton tai sau khi
chét. Tu ndng dy da titng xuit hién trong dang xua nhit
clia cich thifc biéu hién mdt ndi chdn goi 14 sheol (cdi Am
ty).

3.2. Quan niém c§ xua — tifc 13 trong giai doan diu tién
clia ti€n trinh trién phat — clia ngudi Do théi vé sheol thi con
thé thién. Ho nghi ring ngudc vdi trdfi, sheol & trong long
dat. Tit d6, c6 thanh ngit “xudng sheol” (St 37:35; Tv 55:16;
v.v.). Nhitng ké & trong d6 dugc goi 1a refaim. Tit kinh thanh
nay khong c6 dang sd it: xem ra di€éu d6 mudn cho thdy
ring ddi s6ng c4 nhén riéng 1é clia ho khdng dugc dé ¥ t6i.
Ho khong ca tung Pitc Chida va bi tdch xa khéi Ngudi. Nhu
12 mdt khdi vd danh, ho ciing chiu mét s& phan. Theo do,
dugc quy 4p cho ho, tinh trang trudng tén sau khi chét chua
bao ham y niém thudng phat.

3.3. Cung véi cich biéu hién kia, niém tin clia ngudi Do
thdi cling da bit dau xudt hién: tin 12 Thién Chida toan ning
c6 thé gidi thodt khdi sheol (1Sm 2:6; Am 9:2; v.v.). Qua
niém tin 4y, ¥ niém vé viéc ké chét song lai dugc chudn bi,
dugc biéu dat trong sich cic tién tri Panien (12:2) va Isaia
(26:19), va trong thdi Pitc Giésu thi dudc phd bién rong rai
gilta ngudi Do thai, chi trlr phdi Xaduxé (x. Mt 12:10).

Niém tin vio su song lai dua mot budc tién phit vao
trong cdch hiéu vé sheol. Va nhu th€, sheol khong con dugc
quan niém nhu 13 noi tri ngu chung cla cic ngudi qui cd,
ma nhu 12 duge chia thanh hai ting: mét ting danh cho
ngudi lanh, va ting kia thi danh cho ké dit. C4c ngudi chét
& d6 cho t6i cudc phdn xét cudi cung, lic do, s& tuyén bd
bén 4n chung quyé&t; nhung, trong liic & trong cic ting khic
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nhau kia, ho ciing d3 nhin dugc mdt cich so khdi, phin
thudng phat danh cho ho. Cdch quan niém nay hién rd trong
sach Endc nguoi Etiopi 22*' va c6 thé da 1am cd s3 cho Lc
16:19-31.

3.4. Trong Tan Udc, ciing gip thdy mot giai doan trung
gian theo loai d6 dugc x4c dinh, bdi c6 dé cap t6i mot sy
‘séng con’ (perviventia) ti€p tuc ngay sau khi chét, nhu 1a
mot dé tai khic vdi chii dé vé su sdng lai; va khong bao gids
Tan Udc dit viéc sdng lai ndy vao trong lién hé véi sy chét.
Can luu ¥ thém riing khi x4c dinh vé su ‘sdng con’ kia, tinh
trang théng hiép véi Pifc Kitd dugc nhan manh d&n nhu 12
tu tudng chi yéu.

Thé nén, Pic Giésu chiu déng dinh di hia v6i ngudi
trdm lanh: “That (amén), t0i bdo thit anh: hdm nay, anh s&
dudc 3 vdi toi trén Thién Pang” (Lc 23:43). Thién Pang la
mot thudt nglt do thdi, tudng Ung v6i tf nglt Gan Eden,
nhung chi dugc néi t6i ma khong dudgec mé td gi thém: y
tudng cdt yét 1a & chd Pic Giésu mudn dén nhin ngudi
trom lanh vio trong niém hiép thong véi Ngudi ngay sau
khi anh ta chét. Trong khi bi ném d4, Stéphand da néi 1én
cling mot niém hy vong qua cic 18 nay: “Kia, toi thay trdi
md ra, va Con Nguoi ding bén hitu Thién Chda!” (Cv
7:56), cling nhif qua 13i nguyén ciu cudi ciing: “Lay Chda
Giésu, xin nhan Idy hdn con!” (Cv 7:59), va da qua quyét 1a
ngai hy vong dugc Pic Giésu dén nhdn ngay vao trong
niém hiép thdng clia Ngudi.

Trong Ga 14:13, Pidc Giésu néi vdi cdc mon dd cla
minh vé& suf viéc trong nha Cha c¢6 nhiéu chd 3. “N&u Thiy

1 GCS 5,51-33.
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di don chd cho anh em, thi Thay lai dén va dem anh em vé
v6i Thay, dé Thiy & dau, anh em ciing & d6” (Ga 14:3).
Khong chit nghi ngd, cdc 18i d6 chi vé ldc cdc mon do
Ngudi chét, chit khong phdi néi vé hdi quang 1am, 1a cha dé
ndm & hiu trudng trong Phiic 4m theo Gioan (trong cic Thu
clia Gioan thi trdi lai). Mot 1an nita, chd y&u van I § tudng
chi vé niém hiép thong vdi Pitc Kit6. Khong nhitng Ngudi
la “ con dudng (ma ciing) 1a sy that va 1a sy sdng” (Ga
14:6). Can luu y dén sy tuong dong vé mit ngdn tir giita
monai (chd) va menein (3 / Iuu ngu). P& cip dén cudc song
tran thé, Pdc Giésu néi: “Hay & lai trong Thiy nhu Thiy &
lai trong anh em” (Ga 15:4), “Hay & lai trong tinh thudng
clia Thay” (Ga 15:9). Ngay & doi nay, “Ai yéu mén Thay,
thi s& gilf 18i Thay. Cha Thay s& yéu mén ngudi ay. Cha
Thiy va Thiy s& chon chdn luu ngu (momén) noi ngudi ay”
(Ga 14:23). “Noi & / Iuu ngu” ay, tifc 1a méi hiép thong, s&
gia ting sau khi chét.

- 3.5. bBang luu y dic biét la thdnh Phaol6. PI 1:21-24 1a
cdc cau chl y€u n6i vé giai doan trung gian kia: “Dé&i v6i
t6i, song 1a Pic Kitd, va chét 13 mot mdi 1gi. Néu song &
ddi nay ma cong viéc cla tdi duge sinh hoa k&t qua, thi tdi
khong bi€t phdi chon ding nao... Toi bi giing co giita hai
dang: ao u6c clia toi 1a ra di d€ dudc § véi Pic Kitd, diéu
ndy t&t hon bdi phin; nhung & lai ddi nay thi cin thiét hon,
vi anh em”. Trong ciu 21, tif “song” (fo zén) lam chi ngit va
“Piic Kitd” 1am vi ngit. Nhu the, bao gid y tudng hiép thdng
vdi Pic Kitd cling duge nhan manh; bit dau tir trén trdi dat
nay, viéc hiép thdng Ay dudc cong bd nhu 12 ddi tugng duy
nhat clia niém hy vong huéng vé giai doan sau khi chét: “0
véi Pic Kitd” (cau 23). Sau khi chét, tinh trang hiép thdng
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dugc ting cudng, chinh vi thé€ ma giai doan (trung gian) sau
khi chét ding uéc mong.

Phaold khong ban ti€p véi thdi d6 khinh thudng cudc
sOng ddi ndy; cudi cling, ngai da quyét dinh & lai “trong xdc
thé” (x. ciu 25). Di nhién, Phaold khong mudn su chét (x.
2Cr 5:2). Mit di than xdc 12 chuyén dau thuong. Ngudi ta
thudng ddi chi€u thdi d§ clia Socrate va thii d cia Pic
Giésu trudc sy chét. Socrate coi sy chét nhu 1a cudc gidi
phéng linh hon khi lao th hodc md chén (séma) 12 than xdc
(séma); codn khi trao hi€n chinh minh vi tdi 16i thé gian (x.
Ga 10:15), thi Pdc Giésu cdm thiy lo sg trong vudn
Ghétxémani trudc sy chét dang t6i gan (x. Mc 14:33). Thai
dd clia Phaold khong phai 1a khong giong thdi do clia Pic
Giésu. Giai doan trung gian sau khi chét ding uéc mong —
nhu doc thdy trong Tan Udc (trir Lc 16:19-31, nhung vin
mach clia doan nay thi khic hdn) — duy chi vi bao gi® n6
ciing bao ham viéc k&t hop véi Pic Kitd.

La hoan todn sai chl trudng cho ring di c6 mdt bude
bi€n d6i trong quan niém clia Phaold, theo d6 Phaol6 di di
tif niém tin vao sy sdng lai dén niém hy vong vao dvi song
bat diét. Ca hai diéu dé6 déu c6 mit ngay tir diu. Trong
cling mot Thu gii gido doan Philipphé — qua d6, vi tdng do
trinh bay 1y do tai sao vin c6 thé udc mudn giai doan trung
gian — Phaold néi v6i mot ndi vui to 16n vé niém hy vong
vao hdi quang 1Am clia Chida, vi Ngudi “sé bién d6i thin
xédc y&u hen ciia ching ta nén gidng thin xdc vinh hién ctia
Ngudi” (P1 3:21). Nhu thé, giai doan trung gian dugc quan
niém nhu 12 nhat thdi, di nhién 1a c¢6 thé udc mudn né do
bdi né bao gdm viéc két hgp véi Pitc Kitd, nhung chi dugc
udc mudn 1am sao d€ ditng quén di ring niém hy vong
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tuyét dinh vin la niém hy vong song lai: “Qua viy, cdi than
phéi hu ndt nay sé mic 1dy su bt diét; va cai than phai chét
nay s& mic lay su bat o’ (1Cr 15:53).

4. Su song lai trong béi canh thdn hoc hién dai

4.1. Tir huéng gido 1y song ddi nhu thé kia ctia Tan Udc,
thi cting khong phai 1a khé d€ nhin ra ring toan bd truyén
thdng kitd gido — khong c6 trudng hdp ngoai 1é tim c& ddng
ké nao — d4, cu thé ma néi cho t6i nay, quan niém d6i tugng
clia niém hy vong cinh chung dugc ciu thanh bdi hai giai
doan (sau khi chét, va sau hdi thé mat). Truyén thdng cling
khdng quyét ring gifta khi con ngudi chét va hdi thé€ mat,
thi vin hién hitu mdt ciu t8 c6 ¥ thic clia con ngudi, goi 1a
“linh hdn” (psyché) — mdt tén goi ciing dudc Kinh Thanh
dung dén (x. Kn 3:1; Mt 10:28) — va Itic d6, cdu td nay rd
thanh ddi tugng clia thudng phat; ngay ca Kinh Thénh cling
cho thdy nhu thé. Pén hdi Chia quang lam, tic 12 Itc lich
st két thic, “nhitng ké thudc vé DPic Kitd” (1Cr 15:23) s&
song lai hanh phiic. Lic d6, khéi diu tinh trang hién vinh
vinh cltu clia hét moi ngudi di séng lai. Sy ‘séng con’ (per-
viventia) clia linh hon (y thifc) trong giai doan (trung gian)
trude bién ¢ sdng lai, 12 y&u td bdo todn sy lién tyc va cin
tinh ctia bin chat giita con ngudi da titng sdng va con ngudi
's& song lai, theo nghia 12 nhd th€ ma khong bao gid¥ con
ngudii cu thé hoan toan ngung hién hitu.

4.2. Thit nhé lai — nhu 12 mot vai trudng hgp ngoai 1€ doi
Vi truyén théng vira néi trén day — sy viéc hdi thé k¥ 2, ¢6
mot s8 kitd hitu chiu 4nh hudng clia nhitng ngudi theo
thuyé&t ngd dao (truc tri), da chong lai chan Iy vé “on citu do
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ctia xdc thé”, va goi su sdng lai ddn thuan 1a sy ‘séng con’
ctia linh hdn c¢6 mic mot thit x4c thé tinh (corporeitas) nao
d6.2 Mot trudng hop ngoai 1& khidc, d6 1a hoc thuyét
thnétopsychismus cla Taxian6 va clia mdt vai ngudi lac
gido khdc gdc A rip, cho riing con ngudi chét 1a chét hoan
toan, ca linh hén ciing khéng sdng con. Sy séng lai sau hét
dugc quan ni€ém nhu la mdt cudc tao dung mdi, tir hu vo,
cho ngudi da chét.®

Sau nhitng ngudi nay, hau nhu cho t6i thdi chiing ta, c6
thé néi 1a khong c6 mot trudng hgp ngoai 1& nao khéc.
Mictind Lute khong phai 1a trudng hgp ngoai 1€, bdi vi dng
nhin hai giai doan trong ddi sau. Theo dng, su chét 1a “finh
trang phn ré giita linh hon va thé xdc”;* 6ng cho ring céc
linh hon ‘song con’ gifta sy chét va sy séng lai cudi cling,
dil 6ng té ra nghi ngd ddi véi cich quan niém vé tinh trang
clia cdc linh hon trong giai doan trung gian d6: khi thi dng
nhén 12 c6 thé cdc thanh cau khidn cho ching ta,” khi khic,
trai lai, 6ng nghi 1A c4c linh hon & trong trang thdi ngd

*2 Phin ddi 1ap truding Ay, Téctuliand cAm ho nhut nhitng nguth xaduxé kiu
méi (De resurrectione mortuorum 2, 2: CCL 2, 922). Thanh Iréné khing bac
ho, coi ho nhut 1 nhitng k& “khong chiu hi€u ring néu syt vige qua dfing nhu
ho chi trtong, thi hiin 1a Chita — ma ho néi 1A ho tin — d3 khdng sdng lai ngdy
thit ba, nhung, ngudc lai, khi tit thd trén Thénh gid, khong chit nghi ngd,
Ngai di titc khic 1én trdf, bo than xdc Ngai lai & dudi dat” (Adversus haere-
ses 5,31, 1: SC 153, 388-390). Cu “XAc ... ngay sau song lai” dugc dua vao
Kinh Tin Kinh I2 d€ khing dinh d6i lai 1ap trufing sai lac kia.

* Theo Bux&bid Xeédaré (Historia ecclesiastica 6, 37: GCS 972, 592), Origeé-
né da thanh cdng trong viéc thuyét phuc cdc ngudi lac gido A rip d€ ho nhan
ra didu sai lac.

* Vorlesungen iiber 1. Mose 22, 11: WA 43, 218.

* Articuli Schmalkaldenses 2, 2: Die Bekenninisschrifien der evengelisch-

lutherischen Kirche, 3a ed. (Gottingen 1956) tr. 425.
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yén.* Thé nén, khong bao gid dng phii nhan giai doan trung
gian; chi cé diéu 1a dng gidi thich né theo mot cich thifc
khéc vdi 18 16i clia difc tin cong gido.”” Bd rdi § tidng vé
trang th4i ngii yén clia céc linh hon, gido thuyét chinh thdng
clia Lute d3 giff lai diém gido 1y vé hai giai doan (trong ddi
sau).

4.3. Viéc phii nhan hai giai doan (sau khi chét) da khdi
sif lan truyén ra 1in diu tién trong thé ky 20. Khuynh huéng
mdi nay xuit hién ndi mot s& than hoc gia gido phdi Tin
lanh “Phtic &m” va di nhién 13 du6i dang “chét hoan toan”
(Ganztod, nhu hoc thuyét thnétopsychismus ngay trudc)
cling s6ng lai lic tin th&, hiéu nhu 12 mdt cude tao dung
mdi, tit hu vo. Céc 1y 1& dudc trung din mang tinh chit chi
yéu ‘gido phéi’: trudc nhan Thién Chia, con ngudi khong
thé trinh 1én dugc gi thudc riéng minh, ching nhitng cong
viéc khong thoi, ma cd sy bat diét ty nhién cla linh hén
nita; chi c6 thé bdo vé nghiém tic dugc ¥ niém vé su chét
khi hiéu chét 1a con ngudi toan dién chét, chi khong phai
chi thin x4c ma thdi; vi su chét 1a hinh phat do t6i 16i, va vi

*S Brief an Amsdorf (Wartburg, 13. Januar 1522): WA, Briefwechsel, 2, 422.
*’ Cf. DGH Bénédictd XII, Const. Benedictus Deus: Denz.-Schonm. 1000,
vin kién khing dinh Ia linh hdn cic thinh “ngay sau khi ch&” va “midc
nhin Iai thin x4c, ciing nhu trutic hoi phan xét chung”, “da thdy va thdy bin
thé Thién Chiia (divinam essentiam) nhut trong mot thi ki€n truc cim (infui-
tiva) va ci “dién d6i dién” (facialis) nita, khong qua trung gian bat ctf tao vit
no giif chifc ning cfia sy vt nhin thiy, nhung tréi lai, do bdi suf viéc ban thé
Thién Chia trc tip 6 16 cho ho mdt cich “trin trui’ (nude), S rAng va rong
md; khi dugc true kign nh vay, linh hdn clia nhitag k& ha trin dudc hudng
phtic do ban thé Thién Chia, vi nhd tinh trang trfc kién va hufing phiic nhut
thé, thi dugc thitc sir hanh phiic cfing nhir c6 dudc suf séng vinh cifu cling an
nghi mudn doi”,
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tron ca con ngudi la tdi nhan, cho nén, toan by con ngudi
phai chiu hdu qua cla suf chét, chit khong thé nghi ring linh
hdn, ndi d6 dn siu gdc ré cha tdi 161, lai duge gidi thodt
khdi su chét. Dan dan, hau nhu rip theo mot quy trinh sin
c6, mot so db cdnh chung mdi da bit dau dugc trinh xuat:
don thudan chi ¢6 sy song lai, thay vi su bat diét va su song
lai.

Dang dau tién clia sd d6 Ay kéo theo rit nhiéu khé khin
cin gidi quyét: n€u con ngudi tiéu tdn tin diét khi chét,
Thién Chia c6 thé tao dung mdt con ngudi hoan toan giong
con ngudi di chét; nhung, néu khong c6 mot su lién tuc
hién sinh nao giita hai ngudi nay, thi con ngudi thd hai
khong thé nio ciing 13 con ngudi thit nhat dugc. Do viy, c6
thém nhitng gidi thuyét da dudc dua ra, cho ring su song lai
xay ra ngay khi chét, va nhu th€, khéng c¢6 khodng tréng
gilfa lic chét va héi quang 1dm. Phii nhin ring 1am thé 1a
xu6ng xuit mot chli dé Tan Udc khong biét téi, bdi vi, ludn
ludn Tan Udc cho thdy 1 su sdng lai xdy ra vao hdi quang
1am, khdng bao gid vao ldc chét.*

Khi khuynh huéng trén day bit diu lan vao giita gidi cic
nha than hoc cong gido, Toa thinh (Rdma) di khing dinh
10 — qua mot bidc thu gii cho tat cd cic gidm muc® —la chi
truong kia khong phit hgp v6i méi trudng da dang chinh
déng trong than hoc.

4.4. T4t c cdc 1y thuyé&t kia phdi dugc sang loc qua mot

*8 Nhu da Iuu § trong phin 4.2, it ¢6 ai chi tritong nhu thé trong thfi cc gido
phu.

* Bo Gido 1y Pic tin, Recentiores episcoporum Synodi (17 maii 1979): AAS
(1979) 939-943.
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cudc xét nghiém khich quan, dya trén chitng tir kinh thanh
va lich sif truyén théng: sang loc trong nhitng gi lién quan
dén chinh canh chung hoc ciing nhu dén nhitng gid dinh
nhan loai hoc clia khoa nay. Qua vy, that c6 ly dé dit cau
hdi vé mot hoc thuyét loai bd mot cich dé dang tit cd
nhitng 1y do 1am nén ngudn gdc clia né. Can dic biét luu ¥
dén diéu d6 khi trong thuc t&, gip thidy mot dudng hudng
thin hoc phét sinh tit nhitng nguyén tic gido phdi, chid
khong phai cong gido.

Ngoai ra, ciing cn luu ¥ dén nhitng di€ém bat Igi ma
quan niém mdi 4y c6 thé giy ra cho viéc ddi thoai dai két.
Khuynh hudng ay dit c6 dugc mot s6 thin hoc gia gido phéi
‘Phic Am’ chii trudng, thi ciing khdng tuong tng vdi truyén
thdng 16n clia gido thuyét chinh thong Lute, 13 gido thuyé&t
cho t6i bay gid van giit uu thé giita c4c tin hitu clia gido
phdi dy. Phia cdc kitd hitu Pong phuong, tich rdi (khdi
Roma), ni€ém xdc tin cAing manh mé hon ddi véi mot dang
tinh trang cinh chung cla cdc linh hdn, & vao giai doan
trudc khi ké chét song lai. Tat ca cic kitd hitu Pong phuong
nghi 12 can thiét finh trang canh chung Ay cda céc linh hdn,
bdi vi ho hi€u viéc k& chét séng lai di lién vdi hdi Pitc Kitd
quang 1am.* Hon nifa, néu nhin ra phia ngoai pham vi cic
gido phdi kitd gido, thi phdi nhin ring tinh trang cénh
chung ciia c4c linh hén 12 mot gi4 tri rat phd thong giita cic
ton gido khdng-kito.

Trong tdm tu kitd gido truyén théng, tinh trang cdnh
chung clia cic linh hon 12 mdt trang thdi, trong d6, sudt

%V& Gido ph4i “Phiic am”, xin xem Confessio Augustana, 17: Die Bekennt-
nisschriften der evangelish-lutherischen Kirche, p. 73.
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dong lich sif, cdc anh chi em trong Piic Kitd tu hop nhau lai
v6i Ngudi va trong Ngudi. Y twdng vé viéc sum hop gia
dinh clia cdc linh hon trong cdi chét — khong phai 1a xa la
ddi véi nhiéu ton gido bén Chau phi — lam nén mot diém
m6c ndi cho cdng cudc ddi thoai lién tdn véi cic tdn gido
4y. Can nhin dinh thém ring trong Kitd gido, viéc sum hop
dy dat t8i mic ch6p dinh vao hdi lich st cham dut, khi ma
qua su song lai, con ngudi dudc dua téi thuc tai hién sinh &
muc tron ven, ngay cd vé mat thin xdc.

4.5. Trong lich sit vé van dé nay, mot 16i 1ap luan khdc
dugc dua ra vé sau, d€ bao chita cho chil tnfong ‘mot giai
doan ddc nhat’. Vin nan ma 1ap lun nay néu l&n, cho ring
s0 dd ‘hai giai doan’ da phét sinh tif moi trudng nhiém ning
vin héa Hy lap. Y niém duy nhit trong Kinh Thénh 1a y
niém vé su song lai; con, ngudc lai, su bt diét cda linh hon
Xuat phét tir triét Iy Hy lap. Thé nén, theo 1ap luin 4y, can
phai thanh tdy nén cdnh chung hoc kitd gido cho sach khdi
hét moi yéu t6 thém thit muon tir viin héa Hy lap.

Phdi nhan ring trong Kinh Thanh, ¥ niém vé su song lai
xuit hién khd chdm vé sau (x. Pn 12:13 1a — khong thé choi
cii — doan vin dau tién néi tdi van dé). Piing ra, quan niém
xufa nhat gitta ngudi Do thdi cho 12 ¢6 su tdn tai clia cdc
vong linh (béng hinh / umbrae) clia nhitng nguGi da tirg
song (refaim), trong mot ndi chung danh cho cdc ké chét
(sheol), khic véi ngdi md. Loi quan niém nhu thé thi kha
giéng cdch Hémerd néi vé cdc linh hon (psychai) & trong
dia nguc (hadés). Tinh trang song tring iy gifta vin héa Do
thdi va vin hdéa Hy lap — cling da tiing thdy vao nhiing thdi
dai khdc — lam cho nghi ngd vé gid thuyét néi 1a c6 canh
d6i choi giita hai phia. Trong thdi ¢d dai, doc theo bd Pia
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trung hdi, vé mit vin héa, c6 nhitng nét tudng déng va
nhiing anh hudng hd tuong 16n hon ngudi ta thudng tudng,
nhung cdc diéu d6 khong phai 12 hién tugng &-vao mot thdsi
sau Kinh Thanh dé c6 thé tic hai dén sit diép kinh thanh.
Mait khéc, ciing khong thé gia thiét 1a duy chi cdc pham trit
Hébrd méi dudc 1am cdng cu cho mac khdi cia Thién
Chda. Thién Chda “da phan day nhiéu 1in, qua nhiéu cich”
(Dt 1:1). Kh6é ma quan niém duge mot gid thuyét cho 1a cdc
Sach Thénh, qua d6, linh hitng dugc biéu dat vdi nhitng tir
va nhitng khdi niém thudc vin héa Hy lap thi chi c6 dudc
mdt uy th€ kém thua so vdi cdc Sach Thénh viét bing ti€ng
Hébro hodc Aram. Cudi ciing, khong thé néi dén tdm tinh
(mentalitas) Do thai va Hy lap nhu 1a nhitng don vi thuan
nhit. Céc hinh thifc bt toan trong quan niém cia céc t5
phu vé cdnh chung da titng budc dugc hoan chinh héa nhd
nhitng budc mac khai vé sau. Con vé phin triét 1y Hy lap,
thi nén tri€t nay khong chi don thuin thu gon vao trong hoc
thuy€t Platon hodc tin hoc thuyé&t Platon ma thdi. Khong
thé quén diéu dé dugc, bdi vi cdc gido phu di tiép xic
nhiéu véi hoc thuyé&t Platon ¢ trung, va vdi ca phéi khic ky
nita.’' Vi th€, cin phdi than trong khi trinh bay vé lich st
mac khai va truyén thong ciing nhu vé nhitng quan hé giita
cdc nén viin héa Do thdi va Hy lap.

5. Con nguoi dugc kéu goi dé song lai

S.1. Cong ddng Vaticand II day ring: “Duy nhit gdm xdc
va hdn, con ngudi — xét vé mit thé xdc — 1a mot tdng hdp

3! Xin xem M. Spanneut, Le stoicisme des Peres de I'Eglise. De Clément de
Rome & Clément d’ Alexandrie (Paris 1957).
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nhitng y&u t6 thudc thé gidi vt chat. Vi thé, nhd con ngudi,
nhitng yé&u t6 Ay dat t6i tuyét dinh clia ching va tr do dang
11 ca tung Pang Tao Hoéa [...] That vay, con ngudi khong
nham 14n khi nhin biét minh cao ca hdn vii tru vat chat va
khong coi minh chi nhut mét manh vun clia thién nhién hay
nhi mot phén tif vo danh trong xa hdi loai ngudi. B&i vi nhd
c6 ndi gidi, con ngudi vugdt trén moi vat: khi con ngudi quay
vé vdi 1ong minh 12 con ngudi trd vé vdi ndi gidi thaim siu
dy, ndi d6, Thién Chia, Pang thiu sudt tim can, dang chd
ddi con ngudi, va cling ndi d6, chinh con ngudi ty dinh doat
vé vin ménh riéng ctia minh dudi con mét clia Thién Chiia.
Nhu véy, khi nhin nhian minh ¢ mdt linh hon thiéng liéng,
bét tlr, con ngudi khdng phai 1a bi mé hodc bdi mot thit do
tudng phat sinh do nhifng diéu kién vat Iy va xa hoi; trdi lai,
nhin nhén nhu th€ 1 con ngudi da dat dén dudc chan ly siu
thim vé cdc sy vat”.®2 V§i nhiing 161 d6, cong dong minh
bach nhin nhan gid tri clia kinh nghiém tu phét va cd ban,
qua d6, con ngudi nhan ra minh cao cd hon tit ¢ moi tao
vit trén mit dat, va nhu the€ hin 1a vi con ngudi ¢6 kha ning
nhén biét cing yéu mén Thién Chda. Su khic biét cd bin
gilta con ngudi va céc tao vit khdc hién rd & ndi khuynh
huéng bam sinh di tim hanh phic, va khuynh huéng nay
lam cho con ngudi cim thdy ghé rgn va cd x6a bd tur tudng
khi nghi dén cdnh hiy diét toan dién clia con ngudi minh;
linh hdn, tdc 1a “mAm s6ng vinh cifu ma con ngudi mang
trong minh, khong chiu d€ cho minh bi gidn lugc, bi x€p vao
hang nhitng gi thuin tdy vat chdt, nén né néi 1én chdng lai

2 Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ch€ muc vu Gaudium et spes, 14: AAS 58
(1968) 1035-1036.
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su chét”.” Bi vi linh hon bit diét 4y 1a tinh than, nén Gido
hoi qua quyét riing Thién Chia 1a Pang tao dyng linh hén,
hiing & ndi moi ngudi.*

Maiu nhan loai hoc nay gitip cho thdy tinh trang cinh
chung theo hai giai doan nhur di néi trén day, 1a diéu c6 thé.
Bdi 1€, bao gdm tinh nhi nguyén clia cdc ciu td (sd do “xdc-
hon”) ¢6 thé tich khdi nhau d€ mot trong hai (“linh hdén
thiéng liéng va bat diét”) tiép tuc ton tai va song con riéng
ré. Vi thé, dbi lic khoa canh chung kitd gido bi coi 1a theo
chli huéng nhi nguyén clia Platon. C6 thé hiéu tir “thuyét
nhi nguyén” (dualismus) theo nhiéu nghia khic nhau. Vay,
khi n6i vé khoa cdnh chung kitd gido, thi tot hon nén diing
tir “tinh nhi nguyén”. Ngoai ra, bdi vi trong truyén thdng
kitd gido, tinh trang ‘séng codn’ cla linh hén sau khi con
ngudi chét khong phdi 1a dit khoat ma ciing chang phai 1a
cudi cling xét vé mit ban thé hoc, nhung ngudc lai, chi Ia
“trung gian” va tam thdi, cling nhu dugc sip dit dé cudi
cung hudng t6i su song lai; th€ mdi ro: khoa cdnh chung
kitd gido c6 nhitng dic nét hoan toan cé biét, va khac hin
so vdi dang cdnh chung dua trén cd sd nhan hoc quen thudc
clia nhitng ngudi theo hoc thuyét Platon.™

33 Cong dbng Vaticand II, Hién ch& muc vu Gaudium et spes,18: AAS 58
(1968) 1038.

* BGH Phaold VI, Professio fidei, 8: AAS 69 (1968) 436. Cling xin xem

" BGH Pio X1I, Thong diép Humani generis: Denz.-Schonm. 3896.

% Cho 16i ngay nay, nguth Do thai vin doc lic thitc ddy, mdt berakhz trong
d6, c6 néi Ién suf phin biét giita “cic linh hon” va cic “thin x4c hay chét”,
cling nhi c6 4m chi d&n su sng lai; ban vin 14y tir sich Talmud bén Baby-
lon; xin xem. Seder R. Amran Gaon, phan 1, Hebrew Text wih Critical Appa-
ratus, Translation with Notes and Introduction by D. Hedegérd (Lund 1951)
p- 13.



5.2. Hon nifa, khong thé 13n 16n khoa cidnh chung kitd
gido vdi thuy€t nhi nguyén ctia Platon dugc, bdi vi, d6i véi
nhin quan kitd, con ngudi khong phdi chi don thuén 1a linh
hdn ma thdi, d€ rdi coi thin xdc nhu 12 nguc th ding ghét.
Khong nhu Pl6tind,* ngudi kitd khong xau hd vé than xdc
clia minh. Niém hy vong sdng lai xem ra phi Iy ddi vdi
nhitng ngudi theo hoc thuyét Platon, vi ching c¢6 ai lai di
nudi hy vong trd lai nguc th. Du vay, niém hy vong song lai
nim & tim diém ctia Tan Udc. Do niém hy vong 4y, thin
hoc kitd gido sd khai di coi linh hdn tdch lia nhu 13 “mdt
nlta con ngudi” va tir d6, suy ra 1a sy séng lai phdi di tiép
theo sau: “La diéu khong xing ddng ddi v6i Thién Chia,
viéc chi cttu do mot nita con ngudi”.”’ Thanh Augutind biéu
dat rit chinh x4c tr tudng chung clia cic gido phu, khi viét
nhu sau vé linh hén tach lia: “Tiém &n trong linh hén c6 mdt
USc mudn t nhién — udc mudn quin tri thin x4c [...] — bao
1au (linh hdn) chua dude doan tu véi than xdc, dé udc nudn

ndng chdy 4y dugc thda min qua viéc quin tri than x4c”.*®

5.3. Nhan loai hoc theo tinh nhi nguyén hién dién rd
trong Mt 10:28: “Anh em ditng sg nhitng ké giét than xédc
ma khong giét dudc linh hon; Ping hon, anh hiy sd Pang
c6 thé tiéu diét cd hdn 14n xdc trong hda nguc”. Hiéu theo
dnh sing clia nhan loai hoc va cdnh chung hoc cla thdi bay
gid, loi noi Ay [cua Pic Kitd / logion] day cho chiing ta
hiéu riing Thién Chiia mu&n linh hdn ‘séng con’ sau khi con

56 Xin xem Porphyrius, De Plotini vita, I: Plotins Schrifien, ed. R. Harder, . 5
(Hamburg 1958) p. 2. Ciing xin xem thinh Augutind, De civitate 22, 26: CC:
48, 853 (v& lip tnuding clia Porphyrius).

> Téctulliand, De resurrectione mortuorum 34, 3: CCL 2, 964.

58 Thénh Augutind, De Genesi ad litteram 12, 35:CSEL 28/1, 432-433.
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ngudi chét trén tran gan, cho tdi khi tdi hdp v6i thin xéc,
lic sdng lai vao hdi cudi ciing. Khong phai 1a chuyén la khi
nghe Chiia néi cic 13i d6 nhan dip day vé viéc chiu ti dao.
Lich st kinh thianh cho thdy ring thuc ra, tf dao 1am nén
thdi diém thuén 10i trong d6, cling mdt trat ndi bat 1én trong
anh sing dic tin, cong trinh Thién Chia tao dung, su sdng
lai cinh chung trong twong lai, ciing nhu 13 hita vé sy sdng
ddi doi (x. 2Mcb 7:9.11.14.22.23.28 va 36).

Ciing th&, trong Sich Khon ngoan, mac khdi vé tinh
trang cdnh chung céc linh hén hién rd ndi vin cdnh cia
doan n6i vé nhitng ké ma “ngudii ddi nghi 12 di bi triing
phat” (Kn 3:4). Néu “bon ngu si coi ho nhu da chét rdi; khi
ho ra di, ching cho 12 ho gip phdi diéu v6 phic” (Kn 3:2),
ngudc lai, “linh hdn ngudi cong chinh & trong tay Thién
Chta” (Kn 3:1). Tinh trang cdnh chung &y clia c4c linh hén
dugc gin lién, trong ciing mdt cudén Sich, véi 15i khing
dinh r vé quyén ning clia Thién Chia trong viéc 1am cho
con ngudi séng lai (x. Kn 16:13-14).

5.4. Trung thanh d6n nhén 18i Chda néi trong Mt 10:28,
“Gido hoi khing quyét vé tinh lién tuc va su song con sau
khi chét ctia mot yéu td tinh than cé § thifc va ¥ chi, tic 1a
van ton tai ‘cdi t6i’ (bdn ngd) clia con ngudi, cho di con
thi€u yéu t6 bd tic, 12 thin xdc ngudi Ay”.* Loi khing
quyét ndy dit nén ting trén tinh nhi nguyén dic thi cla
khoa canh chung kitd gido. Du vy, doi lic, dé di ngugc lai
13i xdc dinh trén, thinh Toma Aquind dudc trung din véi
ciu gidi thich n6i ring “linh hdn cla t6i khong phdi 12 ‘cdi

*? Bd Gido ly P tin, Recentiores episcoporum Synodi, 3: AAS 71 (1979)
941.
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t6i’ cla t6i”.* Nhung, vdn cdnh cla ciu x4c dinh kia 1a
nhitng 15 di lién ngay trudc d6: néi vé sy viéc linh hén chi
1a mot phin clia con ngudi. P6 1a gido ly bat di dich doc
thdy trong By Tong Ludn Thdn Hoc clia thinh nhan. Trudc
vin nan dit ra cho ring “linh hon tich ia 12 mot ban chat
(substantia) c4 thé thudc loai ban thé (natura) ly tinh, tuy
nhién khong phai 12 m6t nhan vi”, thinh Toma di trd 13i:
“Linh hén chi 12 mdt phin ctia con ngudi, va trong tu thé 1a
viy, thi ngay ca khi tdch lia, linh hén van gilt kh ning doan
hop [v6i than thé], va lic d6, khong thé néi linh hdn 12 mot
ban chit cd thé nhu 12 mdt ngdi vi (hypostasis) hodc Ia
nguyén bin chat (substantia prima) dugc; cling tugng ty
nhu thé ddi v6i tay va moi phan khéc trong con ngudi. Thé
nén, dinh nghia cling nhut danh xung ngf)i vi’ déu khong
phit hdp véi thuc thé ay”.® Theo nghia 4y, tdc linh hdn con
ngudSi khong phdi 12 con ngudi toan ven, thi c6 thé néi riing
linh hon khong phai 12 “c4i t8i” (hodc 12 nhin vi). Hon nita,
diéu d6 cin dugc bdo vé thi mdi trung thanh véi dudng
huéng truyén thdng clia nén nhin hoc kitd gido, nhu thinh
Augutind di nhin dinh. Vi thé, thinh Toma di suy dién
ring, trong linh hén tich lia, c6 m6t khuynh huéng kéo vé
phia than x4c, tdc 12 vé phia sy sdng lai.®? Lap trudng Ay

% Super primam epistolam ad Corinthios c. 15, bai doc 2, s8 924, trong Su-
per epistolas Sancti Pauli lectura, ed. R. Cai, cudn 1 (Torino-Roma 1953) p.
411.

¢ 1,4.29,a 1,5 etad 5. Cho Ia sai khi “goi Piic Kitd 12 con ngudii trong ba
ngay Ngudii chét” (3, g. 50, a. 4, ¢.), thénh Toma mudn x4c dinh ring linh hén
va thin xéic k&t hop vdi nhau méi Bm nén thif chift con nguti.

52 Trong doan trich diin trong ghi chii 60 trén day, thinh Toma viét: ‘Quala
diéu hién nhién viéc linh hdn k&t hiép mdt cach tr nhién véi than x4c, va khi
linh hon phai tich ia khéi thin x4c, thi d6 1 diéu trdi vdi ban tinh clia né va
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clia thdnh Toma néu bit ¥ nghia truyén thdng clia khoa
nhan hoc kitd gido, nhu thanh Augutind d titng nhin dinh.®
Tuy nhién, mdt mit khédc, c6 thé va phai néi ring trong linh
hon tach lia, c6 hién hitu “ciing mot ‘céi toi’ con ngudi”,*
bdi vi thanh phin c6 ¥ thitc va trudng tdn clia con ngudi,
nén c6 thé néi ring linh hdn 12 y&u t8 nhd d6 ma c6 dugc
mot tinh trang lién tuc thuc s giita con ngudi da tiing sng
trén qua dat va con ngudi s& song lai. N€u khong c6 sy lién
tuc dy clia mot yéu td trudng ton trong con ngudi, thi con
ngudi da ting sOng trén trdi dat va con ngudi s& sdng lai tat
khong phéi 1a cing mdt “céi t6i”. Do sy lién tuc d6, nhitng
hanh ddng ctia tri thdng minh va § chi da dién ra noi duong
thé& vin tiép tuc luu tdn sau khi chét. Va linh hon dy, dit ¢6 &
trong tinh trang tach [ia, thi cling c6 nhitng hanh vi c4 nhin
clia tri thdng minh va ciia § chi. Ngoai ra, niém x4c tin vé
finh trang trudng tdn clia linh hdn tich Ha 16 hién 1o trong
ddi sdng Gido hoi: qua kinh nguyén Gido hdi trao gii vao
13i cau bau clia linh hdn c4c ké lanh.

Cic nhin dinh trén day cho thiy ring linh hdn tich lia
mdt mit 1a mot thuc thé bat toan xét vé phudng dién ban
thé hoc, va mit khic, 12 mot thuc thé c6 ¥ thifc. Hon nita,
theo minh dinh clia Pitc Bénédictd X1, linh hon céc thanh,
mot khi dugc hoan toan thanh luyén “ngay sau khi chét” va

14 diéu ngdu trit (per accidens). Thé& nén, linh hdn ma thi€u mit thin x4c, va
bao lau n6 khong c6 thin xé4c thi bdy liu né bit toan. Nhung, khong thé c6
dugc chuyén nay 1a: ci tr nhién va per se (ur thé) lai bi giéi han va coi nhur
1a hur vd; con cdi trdi v6i bén tinh va per accidens (ngiu triY) thi lai vo bién,
néu linh hon phii & trong tinh trang xa cich thin x4c minh mai mai”.

% Xin xem doan van trung din & ghi chd 58 tnidc day.

% B Gido Iy Dric tin, Epistula Recentiores episcoporum Synodi, 3: AAS 71
(1979) 941.
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hin 14 Iic con & trong tinh trang tich la (“truéc khi than
xic ho dudgc sdng lai”), dudc hudng hanh phiic tron ven qua
thi ki€n trutc cdm (visio intuitiva).”® Tu né, hanh phiic iy 1a
toan hdo, va khong thé tim dugc gi trong cung hang loai
(specifice) trdi hon hanh phic 4y. C4 viéc thian xdc bién doi
thanh vinh hién khi song lai ciing 12 két qua — trén than xic
— clia thi ki€n dy. Theo nghia d6, Phaol6 n6i vé mdt than
xdc c6 than khi, tifc 12 dudc ciu tao do tic ddng clia “thin
khi”, chit khong phai chi thuin tiy do linh hdn ma thoi
(“thdn xdc c6 sinh khi”) (x. 1Cr 15:44).

N&u so véi hanh phiic ma linh hdn c4 nhin dudc huéng,
thi cudc song lai sau ciing con bao ham thém mot khia canh
gido hdi nifa, nghia 12 lic d6, tit cd cdc anh chi em thudc vé
Pirc Kitd déu s& dat t6i mifc sung min (x. Kh 6:11). P6 1a
lic toan bd cong trinh cong trinh tao dung déu quy phuc
bic Kitd (x. 1Cr 15:27-28), va cung lic, “cling s& dugc gidi
thodt, khéi phdi 1€ thudc vao canh hu nat” (Rm 8:21).

6. Su chét trong nhan quan kité gido

6.1. Quan niém nhin hoc dac thu kitd gido mang lai mot
cdch hiéu cu thé vé y nghia sy chét. Bdi, theo cdch nhin
nhin hoc ciia kitd gido, thin x4dc khong phdi 12 nguc th dé
ké bi giam ham trong d6 nén néng thoat ra cho khdi, cling
chiing phai 1a mt chi€c 4o dé c6 thé d& dang cdi bd di; cho
nén, Kitd gido hiéu riing sy chét, xét vé mit tu nhién thi
khéng mdt ai muén ci, ciing khong phai 12 mot bién c¢d con
ngudi ¢6 thé than nhién dén nhin ma truc d6 khong phai

5 Hign ché Benedictus Deus: Denz.-Schonm. 1000.
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wirgt thing ndi ghé sd tr nhién. Khong ai lai di hd then vé
nhitng cdm gidc ghé ron ty nhién khi phdi ddi dién vdi sy
chét, bdi Chia Giésu cling di mudn chiu dau khd trudc céi
chét ctia minh, va Phaold ciing néi 12 ngai dd cdm thiy nhu
vay: “Chiing ta khdng mudn cdi bd cdi nay, nhung lai mudn
trum thém 1én minh céi kia” (2Cr 5:4). Su chét chia cit con
ngudi ngay trong chinh pham vi ndi tai cia con ngudi. Con
hon thé nifa, sy chét bia thing vao nhin vi, bdi I1&, ngdi vi
con ngudi khoéng chi 12 linh hén ma thdi, nhung 12 gdm linh
hon va than xdc két hgp véi nhau theo ban thé (essentiali-
ter).

Tinh phi 1y clia syt chét cang hién rd triét d€ hon nita néu
¥ thifc ring trong trat tuf lich si¥, di 1a ty nhién, sy chét cling
hién hitu trdi v6i ¥ Thién Chida (x. Kn 1:13-14; 2:23-24): bdi
vi, “gid nhu con ngudi khong pham ti, thi dd khong phai
chét”® [vé mit thé x4c]. Vi mot tim tinh sdm héi, ngudi
kitd chdp nhan su chét, bdi nhd lai 13i thanh Phaold néi:
“Ludng bong ma toi 18i trd cho ngudi ta, 1a cii chét” (Rm
6:23).

Ciing 12 chuyén tu nhién néu ngudi kitd dau khd vi
nhitng ngudi than thudng phai chét. Thdy ngudi ban Ladard
clia minh chét, “Ptdc Giésu lién kh6c” (Ga 11:35). Ci
chiing ta nifa, chiing ta ciing c6 thé va phai khéc khi nhifng
ngudi ban clia chiing ta chét.

6.2. Su ghé sd chiing ta cAm thdy truSc céi chét va kha
ning thing vugt dudc sy ghé s¢ do, lam nén mot thdi do
dic thi clia con ngudi, mot thdi dd khac biét hin so véi tap

% Céng ddng Vaticand IL, Hién ché muc vu Gaudium et spes,18: AAS 58
(1968) 1038.
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tinh cla bt cif con vat nao. Nhu vay, su chét 1a cd hoi dé
con ngudi c6 thé va phai té ra minh thuc su 1a con ngudi.
Hon thé nita, ngudi kitd cdn ¢6 thé dya trén rit nhiéu 1y do
khic dé ma khdc phuc ndi khiép s¢ trudc cdi chét.

Pic tin va difc cdy vén md cho chiing ta thdy mot mit
khéc clia su chét. Pitc Giésu di dén nhin ndi sg hii trudc
su chét, trong 4nh sing clia thdnh y Chda Cha (x. Mc
14:36). Ngudi da chét dé “gidi thoat nhitng ai vi s¢ chét ma
sudt ddi sdng trong tinh trang nd 1&” (Dt 2:15). Chinh do
vdy, thdnh Phaold di wéc mudn ‘ra di’ d€ dugc & vdi Pitc
Kito; niém hiép thong véi Pidc Kité nhu thé sau khi chét,
Phaold hiéu 1a “diéu t6t hon boi phan” (Pl 1:23), so véi
cudc séng dang sdng qua trén ddi nay. Piém Idi cla doi
s6ng nay 12 con “d trong than x4c” va nhu thé con ngudi c6
dugc tron ven thuc thé hién sinh clia minh; nhung néu nhin
theo géc canh clia mdi hiép thong toan ven véi Dic Kitd,
sau khi chét, thi thdy riing (bao ldu con & trong thin xic)
con ngudi phai “luu lac xa Chda” (2Cr 5:6). D qua su chét,
chiing ta di ra khéi than xdc ndy, va nhu thé, s& bi tudc di
tinh trang sung mén hién sinh, nhung néu chiing ta dén
nhin diéu d6 véi thai d6 binh an, thi ching ta cé thé udc
mong cao hdn — khi dén ldc su viéc x3y dén — 1a dugc “8
bén Chida” (2Cr 5:8). C6 thé hién dién ciing lic véi ndi sg
hai ty nhién trudc sy chét, udc mudn thin nghiém dé — udc
mudn dugc hiép thdng véi Pic Kitd sau khi chét — thudng
16 hién trong truyén théng tim linh ctia Gido hdi, nhat 1a
ndi cdc thanh, va phai dugc nhin thic ding v6i § nghia dich
thyc clia né. Khi uSc mudn iy dat tdi midc bi€t ca tung
Thién Chda vi su chét, thi 13i chiic tung nay tuyét doi khong
ph4t xudt tir viéc ddnh gid cao tinh trang linh hdn thi€u mat
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thin x4c, nhung ngudc lai, phat xuit tir niém hy vong cé
duge Chda qua su chét.” Lic d6, su chét dugc coi nhu la
cdnh clta m& 16i din vao niém hiép thong véi Pidc Kitd sau
khi ly trin, chit khéng phii nhu 12 nhin tS gidi phéng linh
hén cho khédi ganh niing than x4c.

Trong truyén thong Pdng phuong, thudng gip thdy quan
niém coi sut chét nhu 12 mdt diéu tot, tifc mudn néi d6 1a
diéu kién va 12 con dudng din t6i su song lai vinh hién.
“Vay, néu khéng thé nao ban thé (con ngudi) dat t6i dugc
mot diéu kién va tinh trang t5t hon ma khong nhd dén sy
song lai, va n€u sy sdng lai khéng thé xdy ra ma trude d6é
khong c¢6 su chét, thi sw chét qua la mét cdi gi dé t6t, theo y
nghia nay: dbi véi chiing ta, né 12 budc khdi dau va 1a con
dudng clia viéc bién ddi din dua t6i nhitng gi ot dep
han”.®® Qua bi€n c8 chét va sdng lai clia Ngudi, Pic Kitd
da trao ban cho su chét tinh chat 6t 1anh d6: “Thién Chida
da cdi minh xudng trén ti¥ thi clia ching ta, 1am nhu dua tay
ra cho ké nim xoai, roi ti€n lai gin sy chét cho dén do
mang 14y thé trang clia tif thi, vd qua thin x4dc cla chinh
minh, trao hi€n cho ban thé (con ngudi) cin nguyén cla sy
song lai”.% Theo nghia d6, Pic Kitd “da bi€n phuong doai
(hoang hén) thanh phuong déng (binh minh)”.”

5 Xin xem Canticum fratris Solis, 12-13, in Opuscula Sancti Patris Francis-
cus Assisiensis, ed. C. Esser (Grottaferrata 1978) p. 85s (chiic tung Chtia vi
sir chét phin x4c.

 Thénh Grégorio Nyssénd, Oratio consolatoria in Pulcheriam: ed. A.
Spira, in Gregorii Nysseni opera, W. Jeager-H. Langerbeck, 9 (Leiden 1967)
p. 472.

% Thanh Grégdrio Nyssend, Oratio catechetica magna 32: ed. J. H. Strawley
(Cambridge 1903) 116.

® Clémenté Aléxindrind, Protrepticus, 11: GCS 12, 80.



Ngay ci dau khd va bénh tat — 2 budc dau clia su chét —
ciing phdi dudc ngudi kitd dén nhdn trong mdt cich thitc
mdi. Tu ban chat, chiing mang theo mdt ndi day diit, va ndi
day diit ndy cang thim thia hon nifa khi chiing cho thiy o
tinh trang suy sup, tan lui ngdy cang ting din cla than
xac.”! D thé, qua viéc dén nhin dau khd va bénh tat xdy
dén do Thién Chiia cho phép, ching ta dugc tham dy vao
Cudc Tif nan cia Pic Kitd va, qua viéc hi€n diang cic dau
khd va bénh tat Ay, ching ta k&t hgp véi Pic Kitd trong
cudc Ngudi hi€n dang chinh mang séng minh 1&n Thién
Chiia Cha hau mang lai on ctfu dd cho nhan loai. Nhu thdnh
Phaold, mdi ngudi trong chiing ta cling phdi xdc quyét:
“Nhitng gian nan thif thich Pic Kitd con phai chiu, tdi xin
mang 14y vao thin cho dd mic, vi 1gi ich cho Thin thé
Ngudi 1a Hoi Thanh” (Cl 1:20). Qua viéc két hiép véi cudc
Tl nan cia Chda, ching ta dugc dua t6i chd hudng vinh
quang véi Pic Kitd sdng lai: “Chiing t6i luén mang noi
than minh cudc thuong khé ciia Pic Giésu, dé su sdng clia
Pitc Giésu ciing dudc biéu 16 ndi than minh ching t6i” (2Cr
4:10).”

Ciing vay, chiing ta khong dudc phép budn siu riu 1i qua
ddng trudc cdi chét cla nhitng ngudi thin yéu, 1am “nhu
nhitng ngudi khdng cé niém hy vong” (1Tx 4:13). Trong ddi
song cia ho, “thudng thi v6i nhitng 10i than van, nhitng
ti€ng khéc la va rén xiét [...], ho néi 1én ndi thudng dau vi
cdnh khén khd hodc vi tinh trang hiiy diét gdn nhu hoan
toan clia nhifng ngudi da chét”; con chiing ta, ching ta cdm

! Xin xem cdng ddng Vativand II, Hi&n ch&€ muc vu Gaudium et spes,18:
AAS 58 (1968) 1038.
72 Xin xem Bfic Gioan Phaold II, Salvifici doloris: AAS 76 (1984) 201-250.
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thdy dudc an Gi véi ¥ nghi thanh Augutind néi 1én lic me
ngai qua ddi: “Ba [Monica] di chét, nhung khdng phdi 1a
thé thAm, ma cling ching phai 12 mit hét”.”

6.3. Chi dat t6i dugc khia canh tich cuc ay clia su chét
v6i cdch chét ma Tan Udc goi 1a “chét trong Chia™: “Phic
thay nhitng ngudi chét ma da dudc chét trong Chia” (Kh
14:13). “C4i chét trong Chia” nhu th€ thi qud ddng ao udc,
bdi vi né din dua tdi hanh phic va dudc chuin bi biing mot
doi song thanh thién: “Ngay tir bay gi®y — phai, Thin Khi
phén — ho s& dudc nghi ngoi, khdng con vt vd nhoc nhiin
nifa, vi cic viéc ho 1am van theo ho” (Kh 14:13). Nhu thé,
ddi séng duge x&p dit cho niém hiép théng véi Pic Kitd
sau khi ché&t, mot niém hiép thong dugc dat t6i ngay khi linh
hon con & trong tinh trang tich lia,”* tinh trang di nhién la
bat toan va khi€m khuyé&t xét vé mit ban thé hoc. Bdi tinh
trang hi€p thong vdi Pic Kitd thi quy gid, cao cad hon tinh
trang sung man hién sinh, nén khong thé coi ddi song trin
th€ nhu 1a mot gi4 tri tuyét dinh, ti cao. Piéu nay cho thiy
Iy do tai sao cdc thanh thudng nudi nguyén udc ‘thin
nghiém’ (optatum mysticum) duge chét, nhu da dé cip trén
kia.

Nhd ¢6 mot cudc song thinh — ma on Chda kéu goi
chiing ta sdng va dé chiing ta c6 thé séng cudc song Ay thi
Ngai ban on trg gitip — m&i ddy nguyén thity ndi két giita su
chét va t9i 16i 1am nhu bi cit ditt, khdng phai 1a su chét vat
1y khong con nifa, ma theo nghia 12 n6 m& dudng dan t6i su

3 Confesssiones 9, 12, 29: CCL 27, 150.

™ Xin xem Pic Bénédictd XII, Const. Benedictus Deus: Denz.-Schonm.
1000.



X

song vinh cltu. Cach chét mdi mé nay 12 mot dang thdong
hiép vdo miu nhiém phuc sinh ca Pic Kité. C4c bi tich
chudn bi cho ching ta biét chét theo céch d6. Phép Rita —
qua d6, ching ta chét cdch mau nhiém, doi vdi tdi 16i —
thanh hi€n d€ chiing ta dugc thong du vao su sdng lai cda
Chia (x. Rm 6:3-7). Khi ni6c Thanh Thé — 13 “linh dugc
clia trudng sinh bat t"”” — ngudi kitd dén nhdn bdo ching
vé an hué dugc thong duf vao su sdng lai clia Pic Kitd.

C4i chét trong Chia ciing 1am cho nghi ring c6 thé chét
mot cdch khéc, tifc 12 chét ngoai Chia; cich chét nay din
t6i “cdi chét thif hai” (Kh 20:14). Trong cdi chét niy, minh
Iyc clia tdi 16i — t6i 16i da ting dem sy chét vao trong thé
gian (x. Rm 5:12) — biéu 18 dén tdt mitc khd ning clia né
qua viéc tich lia khéi Thién Chia.

6.4. Hin 12 nhd niém tin vio sy song lai ma cic nghi
thifc ngudi kitd thudng c hanh trong 1€ an tdng cic tin hitu
da xuat hién rit sém. Cach ding céc tir d€ biéu dat — nhu
“nghia trang”, “dit thanh”, “ndi an nghi” (Latinh:
coemeterium; Hy lap: koimétérion = dormitorium) hodc “noi
quan” (depositio = ndi giii: Pitc Kitd ¢6 quyén 14y lai than
xdc clia ngudi kitd; ngudc lai v6i donatio = cho mat) — cho
thdy rd niém tin dy. Trong c4ch lo cho thi hai, cling 16 hién
mdt “nghia vu nhian dao”, nhung “néu nhitng ngudi khong
tin vao su sdng lai clia x4c thé, 1am céc diéu d6”, thi cic
diéu d6 cang phai dugc dic biét thuc hién giita nhitng ngudi
“tin ring nghia vu 4y — d6i vdi than x4c chét, nhung rdi s&
song lai va sdng mii trong ddi song vinh cltu — ciing 1a mot

7 Thénh Inhaxi6 Antiokia, Ad Ephesios 20, 2: Funk 1, 230.



cdch lam chitng vé chinh niém tin ay”.”°

Trong nhifng thdi gian dai, viéc chdn cit theo kiéu hda
tdng bi cAm chi,” bdi vi, xét v& mit lich si¥, thdfi trude, ngudi
ta coi d6 1a di ching clia ndo trang tAn hoc thuyét Platon;
hoc thuyét quan niém viéc thiéu ddt nhu vay 13 cich hiy
diét hin thian xdc dé linh hén dudc hoan toan gidi thodt
khdi nguc til clia n6™ (gan day hon, ndo trang nay con kéo
theo mot dang chii hudng duy vit hoic bat kha tri). Hién
nay, Gido hdi khdng con cdm chodn cit theo kiéu hda ting,
“trir ra khi ngudi ta chon cdch 1am nhu vay vi nhitng 1y do
trai nghich véi gido 1y kitd gido”.” Cén Iuu ¥ lam sao dé da
phd bién viéc hda tdng nhu dang thdy hién nay, ngay giita
ngudi cdng gido, khong 1am cho ~ du bat cit 14 dusi hinh
thitc ndo — m& duc di noi ho ¥ niém x4c thyc vé sy song lai
cla than x4c.

7. “Cong doan cot tt”™cia hét moi chi thé Gido hji
trong Piic Kito
~ 7.1. Gido hdi hoc hiép thdng — nét dic thi cla cong
dbng Vaticand IT — qua quyé&t riing thuc tai c4c thdnh thdng
cdng, tic 1a sy hiép nhat giifa tit cd c4c anh chi em trong
Pic Kitd, qua nhitng m&i lién két trong diic 4i, khong bi cit

u Thénhﬁugutinb, De cura pro mortuis gerenda 18, 22: CSEL 41, 658-659.
"7 Xin xem Officium, Decreturn, 15 decembris 1886: Denz.-Schonm. 3195-
3195; Instructio, 19 thénh 6 1926: Denz.-Schonm. 3680.

7 Xin xem Cumont, Lux perpetua (Paris 1949) tr. 390.

™ B Gido ludt, 1176, 3.

% Cong déng Vaticand II, Hién ché tin Iy Lumen gentium, 51: AAS 57 (1965)
57.
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dit bdi su chét, “ngudc lai, nhu difc tin bat di dich clia Gido
hdi tuyén xung, su hiép nhat Ay con dudc vitng manh thém
nhd viéc truyén thong cho nhau nhitng cha cdi thiéng
liéng”.*' Pic tin mang lai cho ngudi kitd dang sdng ndi tran
gian “kha ning thdong hiép trong Pic Kitd véi nhitng anh
chi em than yéu da qua ddi”.* Mdi hiép thong ay dugc thé
hién qua nhi€u dang kinh nguyén khic nhau.

Phung vu trén trdi 1a chli d& c6 mot tim quan trong dic
biét trong Sach Khai huyén clia thanh Gioan. Linh hdn cic
ké lanh tham dy phung vu nay. Trong phung vu du6i dat,
dic biét Ia “khi cit hanh hy t& ta on, ching ta k&t hgp rat
mat thi€t v6i viéc phung tr clia Gido hdi trén trdfi, vi hiép
cuing Gido hoi, ching ta kinh nhé trudc hét Pitc Maria vinh
hién, tron ddi dong trinh, sau 13 thdnh Giuse, cdc thdnh
Tong dd va. T\ dao cling toan thé cdc thanh”.® Thuc vay,
viéc cif hanh phung vu duéi dat biéu hién ¥ mudn két hiép
véi phung vu trén trdi. Thé nén, trong Kinh nguyén Thanh
Thé Réma, ¥ mudn 4y 16 hién rd khong nhitng noi kinh
“Hiép cung toan thé Hoi Thanh” (Communicantes [it nhat

1a nhu doc thdy trong bin hién hanh]), ma con ci trong

doan chuyén ti€p tir kinh Tién tung qua Kinh nguyén Thanh
Thé, va trong kinh “Lay Cha 12 Thién Chida toan ning”
(Supplices te rogamus), trong d6, c6 13i ciu xin cho ciia 1&
dudi dit dudc mang 1én tin “ban thd thién qudc” cao ca.

8! Cong ddng Vaticand IL, Hién ché tin 1§ Lumen gentium, 49: AAS 57 (1965)
55.

%2 Cong dbng Vaticand IL, Hién ché tin 1§ Lumen gentium, 18: AAS 58 (1966)
1038.

83 Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ché tin I Lumen gentium, 50: AAS 57 (1965) .
57.
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Tuy nhién, phung vu trén tdi khong chi thu gon & viéc
tin tung ma thoi. TAm diém clia phung vu nay 1a Con Chién
“ditng & giita ngai”, trong nhu thé di bi giét” (Kh 5:6), tic
1a “Pic Giésu Kitd, Padng da chét, hon nita da song lai, va
dang ngy bén hiru Thién Chia ma chuyén ciu cho ching
ta” (Rm 8:34; x. Dt 7:25). Vi linh hdn cdc ké lanh thong
hiép vdi phung vu cau bau iy, nén qua d6, ho chim lo cho
chiing ta va cho cudc it hinh trin thé cda chiing ta, “bdi 1€,
ho ciu bau cho chiing ta, va véi long wu 4i huynh dé, ho
dic lyc trg gitp than phin y&€u hén cla ching ta”.* Do mdi
lien két gilta phung vu trén tr3i va phung vu dudi dat,
chiing ta y thitc dudc ring cic ké lanh ciu nguyén cho
ching ta, “vi th€, diéu hét sc thich ddng 12 mdt mit ching
ta yéu mén cic ban hitu iy, nhitng ngudi dong thira ty vdi
bic Kitd, cling 1a anh chi em va 14 4n nhan dic biét cla
chiing ta, va mat khac chiing ta dang 16i cdm ta Thién Chia

vi cdc ngai”.®

Hon nita, Gido hdi thudng xuyén khich 1¢ ching ta
“thanh khin nai van, chay dén ciing cic ngdi xin ciu
nguyén, dung sttc bau cif va gitip d&, hau nhan dugc nhiéu
dn lanh Chida Cha ban cho, nhd Piic Giésu Kitd, Con Chia,
Chida ching ta, Pang Cttu d va Gidi thodt duy nhat clia
ching ta”.* Viéc kéu cdu cdc thdnh nhu thé€ 1a hanh dong
qua d6, ngudi tin hitu tin tudng phé thac vao ndi tinh béc i

* Ditc Phaold VI, Profession fidei, 29: AAS 60 (1968) 444

% Cong ddng Vaticand IL, Hién ché tin Iy Lumen gentium, 50: AAS 57 (1965)
56.

% Cong ddng Trentd, Khéa 25, Decretum de invocatione [...] Sanctorum:
Denz.-Schonm. 1821; Concilium Vaticanum II, Cong dong Vaticand II, Hi€n
ché tin 1§ Lumen gentium, 50: AAS 57 (1965) 56.
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yéu thudng cla cic ngai. M2 bdi vi Thién Chda 1a ngudn
mach phit sinh tinh yéu (x. Rm 5:5), nén bt c@ 13i kéu ciu
nao ding lén cdc thanh cling déu néi 1én viéc nhin nhin
Thién Chda 12 nén ting cudi cling clia difc 4i hiing nung
néu cdc vi, va quy vé v6i Ngudi nhu 1a tiéu dich t6i hiu.

7.2. Viéc chiéu hdn [cdc vong linh] 12 hoan toan khic véi
viéc kéu cau [cac thanh]. Khuyén khich kéu ciu linh hon
cdc thdnh, cong ddng Vaticand II cling di nhic lai nhitng
vin kién chinh clia Hudn quyén “ngin cAm moi hinh thic
chiéu hon”.*¥” Viéc ngin cam thudng xuyén nay bit ngudn
tir Kinh Thénh, ngay tif trong Cuu Uéc (Pnl 18:10-14; x. Xh
22:17; Lv 19:31; 20:6.27). Ai ciing biét trinh thuit vé viéc
vua Saun goi hdn (1Sm 28:3-25) clia Samuen (‘6bd1), va
Kinh Thénh coi viéc d6 1a 1y do lam cho Saun bi rudng bd
va phai chét: “Vua Saun chét vi da thit trung véi Pitc Chua,
ching tun giit 16i Pic Chia truyén, lai con ki€m mot mu
ddng béng ma thinh van nita. Ong da khong thinh vin Pifc
Chiia nén Ngudi da kién 6ng phdi chét va dd chuyén giao
vudng quyén cho 6ng Davit, con dng Giesé” (1Sbn 10:13-
14). Trong Tan Udc, c4c Tong d6 duy tri nguyén ven viéc
cam chi 4y qua thdi do cu tuyét moi hinh thitc ma thuét phit
phép” (Cv 13:6-12; 16:16-18; 19:11-20).

Trong cong ddng Vaticand II, fIy ban gido ly da giai
thich vé nghia clia tir “chiéu hén” (evocatio): phuong thic
“qua d6, ngudi ta im cich dung nhitng k¥ thudt loai ngudi
dé giy ra mot sy thong giao cdm tinh véi cdc vong linh
hoac linh hdn tach lia, hiu nhan dudc nhitng thdng tin cling

%7 Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ché tin Iy Lumen gentium, 49, nota 148: AAS
57 (1965) 55.
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nhitng trg gitdp khac”.*® Cach chung, ngudi goi toan b cic
loai k¥ thuat nhu thé bing danh tir “thuat chiéu hén/thong
linh” (spiritismus). Thong thudng thi — nhy vifa thdy trong
161 gidi thich trén ddy — qua viéc goi hon, ngudi ta cd biét
cho dugc nhitng thong tin con gidu kin. P6i vdi nhitng diéu
nay, cdc tin hitu cin phai dua vao nhitng diéu Thién Chia
da mac khdi: “Ching di c6 Mosé va cdc Ngon St, thi
ching ctt nghe 16i cdc vi d6!” (Lc 16:29). Moi thii do to mo
mudn bi€t nhiéu hon vé nhiing gi xdy ra sau khi chét thi
déu khong lanh manh, va vi thé€ cin phai gat bd ra mot bén.

Ngay nay, khong thi€u gi mdn phdi (sectae), gido phai
dua vao viéc Kinh Thanh cam chi dé khudc tir viéc kéu cau
cac thanh nhu ngudi cong gido van thuc hanh: 1am thé€ 1a ho
khdng phan biét viéc kéu ciu c4c thanh véi viéc chiéu hdn.
Phan chiing ta, khi ¢O vii céc tin hitu kéu ciu cédc thdnh,
ching ta can phai gidi thich lam sao d€ viéc thuc hanh ay
khong mady may nén c¢d lam cho cdc gido phdi kia rdi vao
tinh trang hiéu 1am nhu vira néi.

7.3. Lién quan dén linh hon cdc ké dd qua ddi ma sau
khi chét, con cin phai dugc thanh luyén, thi “Ngay tir nhitng
thdi dau Kitd gido, Gido hdi lit hanh ... cling dd dang 18i cau
cho nhitng ngudi da chét”.® Qud viy, Gido hdi tin ring
trong cudc thanh luyén nhu thé, “céc linh hon dy s& hudng
duge mot su gidm nhe nhd cic hinh thic cdu khin cla cic
tin hitu con séng, nhu 12 Thanh L&, cic kinh nguyén, clia
dang cling va cdc viéc dao dic khiac ma céc tin hitu thudng

% Ad caput VII de Ecclesia, responsio ad modum 35: Acta Synodala 3/8, p.
144,

% Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hi€n ché tin 1y Lumen gentium, 50: AAS 57 (1965)
55.



100

lam dé muu ich cho cic tin hitu khic, theo quy dinh ctia
Gido h6i”.*

7.4. Institutio Generalis Missalis Romani (Quy ché tong
quit Sdch L& Réma) — k& tif sau cudc canh tin phung vy
hiu céng ddng — gidi thich rdt rd vé ¥ nghia clia “cong
doan” (consortium) da dién, bao gdm tit ca cic chi thé cia
Gido héi va dat t6i chép dinh véi viéc cit hanh phung vu
Thénh Thé: “c4c 13i chuyén ciu cho thdy hy 1& ta on dugc
clt hanh trong sy hiép théng véi toan thé Hoi Thénh, ci
thién qudc 14n trdn gian, va cho thdy 1& phim dudc ding
ti€n dé cau cho chinh Hoi Thanh va moi chi thé, con s6ng
cling nhu da qua ddi, 1a nhitng chi thé da dugc kéu mdi
théng phin céng trinh citu chudc va dn cifu d6 do Minh va
Mau Bic Kitd dem lai”.”

8. Thanh luyén linh hon qua cupc gdp go véi Pitc Kito
vinh quang

8.1. Khi day riing ngay sau khi chét, linh hén cic thinh
dugc hudng phic ki€n va niém hiép théng tron ven vdi Pitc
Kitd, 12 Huin quyén mubn — va bao gid ciing thé — chi vé
céc linh hén di dudc thanh luyén diy dd.” Thé nén, dii néi
vé dén thy dudi dat, thi cdc 18i Tv 14:1-2 cling mang §
nghia sdu sic chi vé ddi séng sau khi chét: “Lay Chda, ai
dugc vao ngu trong nha Chia, dudc § trén ndi thidnh cla

%0 Cong dong Florentind, Decretum pro graecis: Denz.-Schonm. 1304.

*! Missale Romanum (editio typica 1970), Institutio generalis Missalis Ro-
mani, 55, g, p. 40.

%2 Piiic Bénédictd XI1, Hién ché Benedictus Deus: Denz.-Schonm. 1000.
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Ngai? La ké séng ven toan, ludn 1am diéu ngay thdng”.”

Khong gi dd ban ma dudc dwa vao trude ton nhan Chia.

Cic 15i 4y dién td tdm ¥ thic vé mot thuc tai cd bén, cd
ban dén dd trong dai da s6 cdc tOn gido 16n, dusi hinh thic
nay hay hinh thiic no, déu thiy 16 hién it 12 mot tia sing vé
su cAn thi€t phai thanh luyén sau khi chét.

Ciing th€, Gido hoi xdc nhan ring moi ty vét déu 1a
chuéng ngai chdn nghén budc dudng din t6i chd gip gd
thAn mat véi Thién Chia va Pic Kitd. Nguyén tic iy can
dugc hiéu khong chi vé nhitng ty vét lam giy vd va pha
mat tinh ban v6i Thién Chia (t6i trong/ning) va vi thé, néu
van cdn kéo dai cho t6i Itic chét, thi ching dit khodt 1am
cho cufc gip g8 v6i Thién Chia khong thé xay ra, ma con
vé nhiing ty vét 1am cho hoen md tinh ban kia di va cin
dugc tay rita truSe dé c6 thé ti€n tdi cudc gip g3 kia. Thude
loai ty vét nay 12 “nhitng 15i tdi vAp pham hiing ngay” hodc
1a tdi nhe,” va nhitng di hai (reliquiae) cla toi 15i c6 thé
con luu lai noi ngudi dd dugc cdng chinh héa, khdi phdi
chiu hinh phat doi doi, sau khi nhdn on tha t91.” Bi tich Xiic
dau cho bénh nhan ¢6 muc dich thanh luyén cho sach cic di
hai clia t6i 16i trutdc khi chét.®® Chi khi trd thanh ddng hinh
ddng dang véi Pic Kitd, ching ta mdi ¢6 thé di vao trong

% Origene, In Exodum homilia 9, 2: SC 321, nghi fing doan ndy mudn n6i
vé dén thd trén trdfi. Thanh Augutind, Enarrat. In Psalmum 14, 1: CCL 38,
88, nghi ngd.

% V& viéc phan biét céc loai i, xin xem Uy ban Thin hoc Quékc t&, De re-
conciliatione et paenitentia C, 11, in Documenta (1967-1985), tt. 408-414.

% Xin xem cong ddng Trentd, Khoa 6, Decretum de iustificatione, khoan 30:
Denz.-Schisnm. 1580.

% Xin xem cong d@ng Trentd, Khoa 14, Doctrina de sacramento extremae
unstionis c. 2: Denz.-Schionm. 1696.



102

m6i hiép thong véi Thién Chia (x. Rm 8:29).

Thé nén, chiing ta dugc mdi goi dé thuc thi thanh luyén.
C4 ké da tim rdi cling phai rita cho sach bui dudi chan (x.
Ga 13: 10). B6i v6i nhitng ai chura 1am di diéu d6 khi con &
th€ gian vdi viéc sim hdi dén tdi, thi Gido hoi tin ring c6
mot tinh trang thanh luyén sau khi chét,”” tifc 12 “mot cude
thanh luyén cin thuc hién trudc khi vao trudc nhan Thién
Chia”.*® Bdi vi dién ra sau khi chét va truc cudc sdng lai
sau hét, tinh trang thanh luy€n vira néi thudc giai doan cénh
chung trung gian. Vay la tinh trang thanh luyén gitGp cho
thdy rd hon sy hién hitu clia nhitng thuc tai cdnh chung
trung gian.

V& tinh trang vira néi, difc tin Gido hdi da tiing dugc biéu
hién mo6t cdch mic nhién qua cidc kinh nguyén ciu cho
nhitng ké qui c&, nhu gip thiy trong nhiéu ching tit rit ¢d
xua con luu lai noi cdc hang toai dao,” va dua trén cd sd
cudi cung la chitng tir ctia 2Mcb 12:46.'® Céc kinh nguyén
ngim chi ring nhitng ngudi qui cd c6 thé dudc trg gidp dé
dat t6i mic thanh luyén diy di nhd 13 ciu clia céc tin hitu.
Hdi th& ky 3, thdn hoc dd bdt diu ban téi tinh trang nay,
trong dip dit van dé vé nhitng ngudi dugc hoa gidi trd lai
v6i Gido hdi di ho chura 1am xong hét viéc dén tdi trudc khi

97 Xin xem cdng ddng Trentd, Khoa 6, Decretum de iustificatione, canon 30:
Denz.-Schonm. 1580. Cling xin xem cdng ddng Florentind, Decretum pro
graecis: Denz.-Schonm. 1304.

% Xin xem cdng ddng Vaticand IL, Hign ché tin Iy Lumen gentium, 50: AAS
57 (1965) 55.

% Xin cling xem Téctulliand, De corona 3, 3: CCL 2, 1043.

1% Xin xem cong ddng Vaticand II, Hi&n ché tin I Lumen gentium, 50: AAS
57 (1965) 55.
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ho chét,"™

La tuyét ddi can thiét viéc bao toan 1& 16i thuc hanh ciu
nguyén cho céc ké chét. Lé 16i 4y bao ham théi do tuyén
xung difc tin ddi véi sy hién hitu cia tinh trang thanh luyén
néi-trén. P6 1 ¥ nghia phung vu 1& nghi an tdng; can phai
lam sao dé ¥ nghia &y ditng bi che khuat di: ngudi da dudgc
cdng chinh héa cling c6 thé cdn cin phai dudc thanh luyén
thém nira. Trong phung vu bidingtin, c6 mdt cdch miéu ta
tuyét dep: gidi trinh linh hon ngudi qud cd dang kéu 1én
cing Chia: “Con vin mdi 12 hinh dnh vinh quang khon td
cia Ngai, di hinh dnh d6 c6 mang thuong tich clia tfi
1611

8.2. Gido hdi tin 12 c¢6 mot tinh trang doa hinh chung
quyét danh cho nhitng ké con mic tdi trong ma chét.'” Can
phdi tuyét ddi trdnh 161 quan niém coi tinh trang thanh
luyén trude khi gip g8 véi Thién Chia gin giéng vdi tinh
trang doa hinh, 1am nhu sy khic biét giita hai bén chi & chd
mot bén 1a ddi ddi, va bén kia 1a tam thdi; viéc thanh luyén
sau khi chét 12 “hoan toan khic véi sy tritng phat danh cho
céc ngudi phdi chiu doa hinh”.'™ Qua thé, giita mot bén 1a
ndi tinh yéu Thién Chida ngy tri, va bén kia 14 chon cim thil
hoanh hanh, thi khong thé nio so sidnh dugc. Ngudi dudc
cdng chinh héa thi sdng trong tinh yéu ciia Pic Kitd. Tinh

10! Xin xem Xypriand, Epistula 55, 20, 3: ed. L. Bayard, 2a ed., vol. 2 (Paris
1961) p. 144, :
i Euloghitaria exsequiarum ante Evangelium.

1% Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ché tin Iy Lumen gentium, 48: AAS 57
(1965) 54.

'% B Gido Iy D tin, Epistula Recentiores episcoporum Synodi, T: AAS 71
(1979) 942.
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yéu dy dudc ¥ thiic rd hon v6i su chét. Tinh yéu ma phdi
dgi chd dé c6 dugc ngudi yéu, thi dau khé, va nhd dau khd
nhu th€ ma dugc thanh luyén.'” Thanh Gioan Thianh Gid
gidi thich ring nhu “ngon Ii¥a finh yéu ndng chdy”, Chia
Thanh Thén thanh luyén linh hén d€ né dat dugdc t6i tinh
yéu toan hio clia Thién Chia, ngay trén trdi dit nay, ciing
nhu sau khi chét, néu cin; nhu thé c6 nghia 12 ngai dit mot
hinh thitc d6i chi€u giffa sy thanh luyén qua nhitng gi ngai
goi 12 nhitng “dém den”, va su thanh luyén ‘thu dong’ trong
luyén nguc.'®

Trong lich sif tin diéu nay, thai d§ chénh mang trong viéc
chi din cho & nhu thé vé sy khédc biét siu xa giita tinh
trang thanh luyén va tinh trang doa hinh, da giy ra nhifng
kh6 khin trim trong trong ti€n trinh d8i thoai véi céc kitd
hiru Pong phuocng.'”

195 Xin xem thénh Catarina Génua, Trattato del purgatorio.

196 ¥in xem Llama de amor viva 1, 24; Noche oscura 2, 6, 6 et 2, 20, 5.

197 B&i thubing néi vé& liza luyén nguc, cic kitd hitu Latinh bj anh em kitd
Pong phuung coi Ia thudc hoc phii Origéné; hoc phii ndy cho Ia cic hinh
phat chi ¢6 tinh céch don thudn diéu tr vA ludn ludn I3 nhu thé. The nén,
trong cong ddng Florentind, gido 1 vé thanh luyén sau khi chét da dugc trinh
bay mot céch rit gidn di (Decretum pro graecis, in: Denz.-Schonm. 1304).
H&i thé ky 16, phi Cai cich dd im ra nhiing kh6 khiin khéc trong viéc thanh
luyén sau khi chét; nhimg khé khin nay dinh lién v6i hoc thuyét vé tinh
trang cOng chinh héa ngoai tai (iustification extrinseca) c6 duge don thudn
nhd mot minh dic tin; diy ndi két kia dugc khing quyét & trong Apologia
Confessionis Augustanae, 12: Die Bekenntmisschriften der evangelisch-
lutherischen Kirche, p. 255. La mdt sy kién dic thil viéc cong dong Trentd
dé cap —theo dién tin 1y, trong Khéa hop VI ban vé sy cong chinh héa (c. 30:
Denz.-Schonm. 1580) — d&n viéc thanh luyén sau khi chét. Qua thé, sic 1énh
vé luyén nguc — dugc ban dén trong Khéa hop XXV clia cong déng — chi ¢6
tinh cich ky luat va trung din rd sic Iénh tin 1§ kia (Denz.-Schénm. 1820).
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9. Duy nhdt tinh ciia cujc séng con nguvi. Van dé ludn
hoi '

9.1. Tir “ludn hdi” (cling nhu cdc tif twong. tu, nhu: tdi
sinh, héa ki€p, dau thai lai, hoic trong ti€éng Hy lap:
metempsychésis, metemsomdtosis), dugc ding dé chi vé
mot chl thuyét cho ring sau khi chét, linh hdn con ngudi
nhin 14y mét than xdc khdc va nhu th€ ‘nhip thé’ trd lai.
D6 1a quan niém phat sinh tir phia ludng din, va bdi hoan
toan di ngudc lai véi Kinh Thanh cling Truyén thdng clia
Gido hoi, cho nén né thudng xuyén bi difc tin va thdn hoc
kit6 gido loai trir.'®

Hién nay, thuyét “ludn h‘ ” dang lan rOng trong thé gidi,
ngay cd gilfa nhifng ngudi cho minh la kitd hitu. N6 dugc
phS bi€n qua nhiéu phuong tién truyén théng xi hdi. Hon
nifa, 4nh hung clia céc t6n gido va cdc triét thuyét chau 4
chii truong ludn hdi, ngdy cang 16n manh; s& di c6 hién
trang nhu thé xem ra 13 vi nfio trang hdn hdp (mentalitas
syncretistica) cling dang ding cao. Néu c¢é nhiéu ngudi
chap nhin d& dang thuyét luan hdi thi c6 thé mdt phin ciing
la vi phdn tng theo bdn ning vA mdt cich ty nhién, chéng
lai da duy vat dang tran lan. Trong cdch suy nghi clia nhiéu
ngudi séng & thdi dai ching ta, cudc song duong thé nay
qua 12 qué ngdn ngli d€ c6 thé thuc hién tit c3 nhitng gi
ndm trong kha niing con ngudi hoic d€ c6 thé vugt qua hay
stfa chira lai tit c& nhitng ‘hu hdng’ trong ddi.

Biic tin cong gido cung cap mot gidi ddp toan dién cho

108

Xin xem L. Scheffczyk, Der Reinkarnationsgedanke in der altchristlichen
Literatur (Miinchen 1985).
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161 suy nghi d6. Piing, cudc ddi con ngudi qud 12 ngin ngii
dé c6 dd thdi gian ma vugt qua hay sita chita lai tit cd
nhitng 16i 1dm da 1am trong ddi; nhung, cudc thanh luyén
canh chung 12 mét cudc thanh luyén toan hio. Ciing khong
thé thuc hién dudc tit cd nhitng gi con ngudi c6 thé thuc
hién trong cudc ddi qué vin vdi ndi trin gian nay; nhung, su
song lai sau cling trong vinh quang s& din con ngudi vao
trong mot tinh trang trdi vugt hin moi uSc mudn.

9.2. Dl 3 day khong thé trinh bay chi ti€t vé tat ca céc
khia canh ma nhitng ngudi chl truong luin hdi dva vao dé
bién hd cho 14p trudng cilia ho, thi cling c¢6 thé thu gon mot
cich tdng hgp, trao luu clia chii thuyét luan hdi hién nay —
nhit 1a tai TAy phuong — vao trong bdn diém chinh.'”

9.2.1. Nhitng cudc hién hitu trén qué dit thi nhiéu. DJi
song hién nay cia ching ta khong phii 12 cudc hién hitu
dau tién cla chiing ta, cfing ching phdi 1a cudc hién hitu
cu6i ciing. Tru6c day, ching ta da ting séng va chidng ta s&
con sdng nhiéu ban nifa trong nhitng than x4c vat chat mdi
1an déu khac, déu mdi.

9.2.2. Trong thién nhién, c6 mot dinh luat hiing thic diy
ti€n bo mai cho téi mifc hoan hio. Pinh luit Ay din dua cic
hdn thiéng dén v6i nhitng cudc séng mdi ban déu mdi, va
khong bao gid cho phép trd lai diing sau, ciing nhu khdng
bao gid cho phép dit khodt ditng lai. MGt tinh trang chung

1% Trong nhiéu nén vin héa chu 4, luan hdi dugc trinh bay qua viéc nhin
manh dén c4c khia canh thanh luyén, c6 khi hon nifa, titc coi nhu 12 mjt su
tring phat, chit khong nhit 18i gi6i thiéu luén hdi theo ki€u tiy phuong. Vi
thé, luan hdi dutgc hiéu nhu 1A c4i gi dau dén ma con ngudi mudn thodt cho
dude. Viéc gidi phong cho khdi vong luan hdi nhut thé 6 ngulsi coi nhur 12 két
qua clia c8 ging ci nhan, ngudi khic lai coi nhir 1A dn cia Thién Chia.
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quyét trong d6 phdi doi doi ganh chiu hinh phat thi lai cang
khong thé cé. Sau nhiéu it thé k¥, moi ngudi s& dat t6i mic
hoan hdo cudi ciing trd thanh mot hon phach (spiritus) tinh
khiét (phii nhdn héa nguc).

9.2.3. Chinh do cong ddc cd nhin ma ngudi ta dat tdi
tiéu dich cudi ciing: trong moi cudc hién hitu méi, linh hon
ti€n bd theo ty 1& thuén chia nhitng c& ging cd nhan. Moi 16i
Jam déu s& dudc dén b bdi nhitng hanh dong thuc tdi c4
nhin ma hon thiéng phdi dau khd hing chiu trong nhitng
cudc luan hdi méi va khé khin (phiz nhdn cong trinh ciiu
o).

9.2.4. Hé tién t6i cang gan tinh trang hoan hao cudi cling
thi hén thiéng nhan dugc trong cc cudc ludn hdi mdi, mot
than xdc cang it vat chat. Vi th€, hon thiéng hudng dan t6i
muc doc 1ap hoan toan khodi than xdc. Qua ti€n trinh do, hén
thiéng dat t6i mot tinh trang chung quyét, trong dé, nd sé
dugc mudn doi gidi thoat khéi than xdc cla né, va doc lap
khoi vat chat (phu nhdn su séng lai).

9.3. Bon yé&u t6 d6 — 1a nhitng yéu to 1am nén khoa nhan
hoc ciia thuyét luan hdi — déu di ngugc lai véi nhitng diém
chi y&u trong Mac khéi kitd gido. Khong cin phdi nhan
manh gi thém dén nhitng diém khac biét v6i nhin sinh quan
dac thu kitd gido. Kité gido bao vé mot dang nhi nguyén
tinh, con chli thuyét luin hdi thi chi truong mét thi nhj
nguyén ludn, trong d6, than xdc chi 1a khéng hon khong
kém, cong cu clia linh hon, va sé& bi loai bd di sau mdi 1an
hién hitu trén miit dat dé nhuding chd cho mét cdi méi, hoan
toan khéc. Trong lanh vuc cdnh chung, hoc thuyét luin hdi
phti nhan viéc c6 thé c6 mdt hinh phat ddfi ddi, ciing nhu su
viéc xdc thé song lai.
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Nhung, sai ldm chinh ciia hoc thuy&t luan hdi 1a & chd
phii nhan gido 1y cttu dd hoc kitd gido. Linh hdn ty citu 18y
minh do bdi c& ging clia chinh minh. Nhu th€ 1 chi truong
mot dang citu d6 hoc tw citu dj (autoredemptrix), hoan toan
doi lai v6i ciu dd hoc thu citu do (heteroredemptrix) trong
Kitd gido. Néu chdi bd di thyc trang thu citu do, thi tuyét
ddi khong con c6 thé néi Pic Kitd 1a Pang Ciu D). Cot
tdy clia citu d§ hoc Tan USc dugc gbi tron trong céc 161 nay:
“... d€ ta hiing ngdi khen 4n sting rang ngdi, an sting Ngudi
ban ting cho ta trong Thanh Ti¥ yéu ddu. Trong Thénh T,
nhd mau Thanh Ti d6 ra ching ta dugc cttu chude, dugc thit
tha t6i 18i theo Iugng 4n sling rit phong phi ctia Ngudi” (Ep
1:6-8). Toan bd gido Iy vé Gido hdi, cdc bi tich va vé on
thanh c6 diing vitng hay sup d6 12 tiy & diém nong cot ay.
Thé méi thiy rd mifc dd nghiém trong clia cdc hoc thuyét
dinh liu d&€n vdn d¢, ciing nhu hiéu tai sao Huidn quyén
Gido hoi d3 manh mé bac bd hé thdng luan hdi kia, coi d6
12 chii nghia than tri (theosophismus)."

Vé mot diém chuyén biét — md cdc ngudi theo chi
thuyé&t luan hdi xdc quyét — lién quan dén viéc cudc sdng
con ngudii c6 thé t4i dién (repetibilitas), thi di c6 15i khing
quyét sau day cla Thu Do thdi: “Phén con ngudi 12 phai
ché&t mdt 1an, rdi sau d6 chiu phan xét” (9:27). Cong ddng
Vaticand II d3 trung din doan vin nay dé day ring cudc ddi
dudng th€ clia chiing ta 13 ¢6 mdt khong hai.'!

19°S. Officium, Responsio de doctrinis theosophicis: 3648 (n6i vé toan b
céc tr tuldng do6).

! Xin xem Cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ché tin Iy Lumen gentium, 48: AAS
57 (1965) 54. Ai ciing 1o 1a cau “khi cudc ddi doc nhit clia ching ta & trdn
gian chiim dit” da dugc dua vao trong ban soan théo cudi cling clia ban vin
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Qua hién tugng hoc thuyét luan hdi dang lan tran, c6 thé
thay hién rd mot s6 nhitng khat vong mong dudc giai thodt
cho khdi bau khi duy vt ngay nay. Du vay, khia canh duy
tam linh (spiritualisticus) nay cla trao luu van khong sao
che ddu dudc sy kién hoc thuyé&t luan hdi di ngugc lai véi
st diép Phiic am.

10. Phuong dn cao ca ciia Thién Chiia va cupc song hé
trong ciia con nguoi

10.1. Qua tinh duy nhat (c6 mot khong hai) ciia n6, hién
1O tinh chdt hé trong clia ddi ngudi: cudc song con ngudi
khong thé “lap lai’ dugc. Xét vi cudc ddi ducng thé la con
duding dan téi cdc thuc tai cdnh chung, cho nén, cich ti€n
budc trong cudc sdng kéo theo nhitng hdu qud khong thé
hdy bd hay thay ddi dugc. Do d6, cudc sdng trong thin xdc
din t6i mot dinh ménh ddi dvi.

VE phia minh, con ngudi chi bit diu biét vé y nghia dinh
ménh t8i hiu clia minh khi nhin k§ vao chinh bdn chit clia
minh, nhin dudc tir Thién Chda. Thién Chda da tao dung
con ngudi “theo hinh 4nh Ngudi va giéng nhu Ngudi” (St
1:26). Piéu d6 4m chi ring Ngudi dd 1am cho con ngudi ¢
kha ning nhén biét Thién Chia va tr do yéu mén Ngudi,
10i dude quyén diéu khién trong tu cdch 1a chi, hét moi tao
vat, dit ching dudi quyén quan tri cia minh, va sit dung

cong ddng do 10i dé nghi cha 128 nghi phy “véi myc dich x4c dinh vé tinh
duy nhit (c6 mot khong hai) clia cudc ddi duong thé nay, nhiim chdng lai
nhitng ngudi theo thuy&t luan hdi”: Ad caput VII de Ecclesia, modus 30: Acta
Synodalia 3/8, tr. 143.
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ching."? Kh3 ning 4y phat nguyén ti tinh tinh than cla linh
hén con ngudi. Va bdi tinh chit nay da duge Thién Chda tao
dung tryc ti€p cho mdi mdt ngudi,'” thé nén, mdi mot ngudi
hién hitu nhu 12 mdt hanh dong cu thé cda tinh yéu Thién
Chda tao dung.

10.2. Khong nhitng Thién Chia da tao dung con ngudi,
ma hon nita, Ngudi con dit con ngudi trong vuon dia dang
(x. St 2:8). Qua hinh dnh nay, Kinh Thinh mudn néi ring
con ngudi dudc dit trong vong gan gilii va tinh ban cla
Thién Chia."* Va nhu th€, dudc hiéu ring do mdt tdi pham
nghich v8i mot gidi ludt ning Thién Chia chi thi, con ngudi
d3a mat quyén & trong vudn dia dang (x. St 3:23-24), vi I& 5i
pham 4y ph4 mat tinh ban giffa con ngudi v6i Thién Chia.

Toi clia con ngudi dau tién di dugc mot 10i hia citu do
di sét theo (x. St 3:15); theo cich chi gidi Do thdi cling nhu
Kit6 gido, on citu do nay phdi dugc Pang Mésia mang lai
(cf. trong lién hé véi tif sperma cia bin Bdy mudi: autds
chit khdng phai autd).

Qua th&, khi thdi gian t6i hdi vién man, Thién Chda “da
nhd Piic Kitd ma cho chiing ta.dugc giao hoa véi Ngudi”
(2Cr 5:18). Titc 1a “Pang ching hé biét toi 1a gi, thi Thién
Chiia da bi€n Ngudi thanh hién thin cia t6i 16i vi ching ta,
dé 1am cho chiing ta nén cdng chinh trong Ngudi” (2Cr
5:21). Thiic ddy bdi 1ong nhan hiu, “Thién Chia yéu thé

"2 Xin xem cong ddng Vaticand II, Hi€n ché€ muc vu Gaudium et spes,12:
AAS 58 (1966) 1034.

'3 Xin xem ghi chti 54 (v& mdt s3 van ban cia Hudin quyén lién quan téi vin
aé).

!4 V& thitc tai clia tinh trang ndy, xin xem cong déng Trentd, Khéa 5, De-
cretum de peccato originali, khoan 1: Denz.-Schonm. 1511.
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gian dén ndi da ban Con Mdt, d€ ai tin vao Con clia Ngudi
thi khdi phai chét, trdi lai dugc séng mudn ddi” (Ga 3:16).
Coéng cudc Citu dd cho ching ta c6 cd héi “khdm pha ra
chiéu kich siu thim cla tinh yéu 4y, tinh yéu khong lhi
bude trude cude hién t&€ phi thudng ciia Ngudi Con, dé lam
cho toai nguyén long trung thanh clia Pang Tao Héa va 1a
Cha, d6i véi nhitng con ngudi da dugc tao thanh giéng hinh
dnh minh, va ‘ngay tit diu’, da dudc tuyén chon dé nhén an
siing va vinh quang, trong Ngudi Con”.'"

That, Pdc Giésu 1a “Chién Thién Chida, Ping x6a tdi
trin gian” (Ga 1:29). On tha t6i, nhd cudc tif nan va sdng lai
cta Puc Kitd ma cé dudc (x. Rm 4:25), khéng mang tinh
cdch don thuin phdp 1y, nhung ddi mdi con ngudi ty bén
trong;"'® cdn hon nifa: n6 dwa con ngudi vudt hin 1én trén
than phin tu nhién clia minh. Pifc Kité da dugc Thién Chia
Cha phéi giti @&n “dé chiing ta nhan dugc on lam nghia t”
(Gl 4:5). N&u, v6i mot long tin ndng chdy, chiing ta tin vao
danh Ngudi, thi Ngudi ban cho chiing ta “quyén trd nén con
Thién Chia” (Ga 1:12). Nhu vdy, ching ta di vao trong gia
dinh ctia Thién Chiia. Phuong 4n ctia Chia Cha 1a ching ta
trd nén “ddng hinh dong dang vdi Con clia Ngudi, d€ Con
ctia Ngudi 1am trudng tf giita mdt dan em dong dic” (Rm
8:29). Do d6, Cha cua Pic Giésu Kitd, Chia ching ta, trd
thanh Cha ctia chiing ta (x. Ga 20:17). Ma bdi vi chiing ta 1a
con clia Cha trong Ngudi Con, ching ta ciing 1a “thira ké:
thira k€ clia Thién Chia, va dong thira k&€ vdi Pic Kitd”
(Rm 8:17). Nhu thé, 16 hién rd ¥ nghia ctia su song vinh clru

"> Bitc Gioan Phaold, Dives in misericordia, 7: AAS 72 (1980) 1200.
"1® Cong déng Trentd, Khoa 6, Decretum de iustificatione, khoan 7: Denz.-
Schonm. 1528.
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di dugc hita cho ching ta, nhu 1 on dugc dy phan vao gia
sdn clia Bic Kitd: “qué hudng ching ta & trén trdi” (Pl
3:20), bdi vi, d6i véi qué huong thién quéc, chiing ta “khdng
con phdi 1a ngudi xa la hay 1a khich tro, nhung la ngudi
dong huong vdi cdc thinh, va 1 ngudi nha cda Thién
Chida” (Ep 2: 19).

10.3. Mac khdi nhitng bi nhiém clia Chia Cha cho chiing
ta 12 Pitc Giésu mudn chiing ta trd thanh ban clia Ngudi (x.
Ga 15:15). Nhung, khong mdt tinh ban ndo cé thé sdng
chung véi sy 4p dat. Ciing nhu tinh ‘duGng phu tf’
(adoptio), tinh ban t trao glii @& dugc dén nhan hoic tir
chdi, trong tu do. Hanh phiic thién qudc 12 mifc thanh toan
sung man cla tinh ban do Puc Kitd trao ting mot cach
nhung khong, va dugc con ngudi dé6n nhan mdt cich tu do:
“3 véi Pic Kitd” (P1 1:23) trong tu cich 1a ban, lam nén
ban chat cla tinh trang cyc lac trén trdi (x. 2Cr 5:6-8; 1Tx
4:17). Chli dé chiém ngudng Thién Chda “mit gidp mit”
(1Cr 13:12; x. 1Ga 3:2) phai dudgc hiéu nhu 13 mét c4ch biéu
dat tinh ban chi thiét (x. nhu da thdy trong Xh 33:11: Ptc
Chia dam dao v8i dng Mdsé mat gidp mat, nhu hai nguoi
ban vdi nhau™).

Tinh ban tuyét dich dy, d6n nhin trong ty do, bao ham sy
viéc c6 thé bi tir choi. Tat ca nhitng gi dudc dén nhan trong
tr do thi ciing déu cé thé bi tir chdi trong ty do. K& chon
thdi d6 tir chdi nhu thé€ thi “khdng dudc thira hudng cd
nghiép trong Nudc cia BPic Kitd va cia Thién Chida” (Ep
5:5). Hinh phat ddi ddi bt ngudn tir viéc tv do tir chdi cho
t8i cing, Tinh yéu va On tha thif cia Thién Chda.'” Gido

"7 Btc Phaold VI, Professio fidei, 12: AAS 60 (1968) 438.
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hoi tin ring d6 1a tinh trang thi€u mat hanh phic chiém
ngudng Thién Chida va chiu 4nh hudng ddi ddi clia khd hinh
4y tdc hai trén toan bd hitu thé cla tdi nhan.'® Gido 1y ddc
tin cling ciing lic cho thdy rd tim trong yéu cla khd ning
con ngudi trong viéc tir do tif chdi Thién Chda, va tinh chat
trAm trong clia viéc ty do tif chdi dy. Bao lau con song trén
duong thé, ngudi kitd ¥ thitc minh dang & trong tinh trang
chiu sy phan xét s& dén clia Pdc Kitd: “Vi tat cd ching ta
déu phai dudc dua ra 4dnh sing, trudc tda Pirc Kitd, dé mdi
ngudi 1anh nhan nhitng gl tuong xting véi cdc viéc tot hay
x4u da 1am, khi cdn & trong thin xdc” (2Cr 5:10). Chi khi
dén trude Piic Kitd va & trong dnh sdng ctia Ngudi, thi ldc
d6 méi hiéu ra dugc miu nhiém sy dif tiém 4n trong cic tdi
16i chiing ta pham. Qua tdi trong, con ngudi di d&€n chd dua
theo céch thifc hanh dong clia minh ma coi “Thién Chua
nhu 13 ké thu cia tao vdt chinh Ngudi da dung nén, va hon
hét, nhu 12 ké thil cda con ngudi, nhu 12 nguén phdt sinh
nguy hiém va de doa cho con ngudi” '

Vi cudc ddi tran thé clia ching ta 1a duy nhit (x. Dt
9:27),'* va vi trong cudc ddi d6, tinh ban va on lam nghia ti
ciia Thién Chida dugc trao ting nhung khdng cho chiing ta,
nhung 13 v6i nguy cd ddnh mit cdc on Ay vi i 181, nén tinh
chit hé trong clia cudc song tran thé cang hién rd. Qua vay,
nhitng quyét dinh ching ta 1am giita ddi nay, kéo theo
nhifng hdu qud doi dvi. Chia da dat chdng ta trudc “con
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B0 Gido ly Bic tin, Recentiores episcoporum Synodi, T: AAS 71 (1979)
941-942.

"' Pitc Gioan Phaold I, Dominum et vivificantem, 38: AAS 78 (1986) 851.
20 Xin xem cong ddng Vaticand II, Hién ché tin 1y Lumen gentium, 43: AAS
57 (1965) 54.



114

dudng din tSi sy séng va con dudng dua t6i sy chét” (Gr
21:8). D cung vdi on thanh dy phong va trg giip, Ngudi
mdi goi chiing ta chon con duding sy sdng, thi ching ta van
¢6 thé chon mdt trong hai con dudng kia.'*' Mt khi chiing
ta d3 chon lya, Thién Chda nghiém chinh ton trong tu do
clia ching ta, ma hing khong ngitng ban on cttu d§ — & ndi
trin gian nay — cho ca nhitng ai ty ¥ tdch xa khéi Ngudi.
That vay, phdi nhin ring Thién Chia ton trong nhing gi
chiing ta muén lam theo ty do chiing ta: d6n nhin hodc ch6i
bd on thdanh. Do thé ma hiéu dugc ring mot cich nao dé, on
cltu d6 hay 4n phat bdt diu tir day, trén trdi ddt nay, theo
nghia 14 con ngudfi, qua cdc quyét dinh luan 1y dao ddc clia
minh, ty do md 10ng ra hay déng long lai véi Thién Chua.
Ngoai ra, ciing hién rd hin tinh chat cao c4 cla tu do va clia
trdch nhiém con ngudi trong viéc sif dung tu do clia minh.

Khoéng c6 nha thin hoc ndo lai khéng § thic vé nhitng
khé khin ma con ngudi — con ngudi thdi nay cling nhu con
ngudi & vao bit cif giai doan lich st ndo — gip phdi trong
viéc d6n nhin gido 1y clia Tan Uéc vé hda nguc. Thé nén,
diéu can dic biét luu ¥ 12 phdi c6 mot thdi dd cdi md ddi
vé6i gido 1y don gidn clia Phiic 4m, d€ trinh bay ciing nhu dé
tin nhin. Dua theo tinh chat don gidn d6, can phai trdnh moi
y dd xdc dinh mot cich cu thé, nhitng cch thiic mong qua
d6 c6 thé dung hoa dudc sy tot 1anh vo han clia Thién Chia
va s tir do thit clia con ngudi. Gido hdi coi trong tu do con
ngudi, coi trong 1dng nhin hju clia Thién Chda, 12 Bang da
ban cho con ngudi tir do 1am diéu kién trong viéc d6n nhin
dn citu do. Cau cho moi ngudi dudc citu dd 1a thyc ra Gido

2! Cong ddng Trentd, Khoa 6, Decretum de iustificatione, khoan 5: Denz.-
Schénm. 1525.
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hdi cau cho moi ngudi dudc on trd lai lic con sdng. Thién
Chia “mudén cho moi ngudi dugc cttu do va nhin biét chan
ly” (1Tm 2:4). Gido hdi hiing tin ring thyc sy ¥ mudn cifu
d6 phd quét dy ciia Thién Chda da c6 mdt hiéu luc 16n.
Khong bao gid, trong thuc t€, Gido hdi dd tuyén dn doa
hinh (trong hda nguc) cho mét cd nhian nao. Tuy nhién, vi
hda nguc that 12 mot diéu c6 thé xdy dén cho moi ngudi,
thé nén, khong dudc phép — di ngay nay, doi lic ngudi ta
quén di diéu d6, khi gidng 1€ trong nghi thic an ting — gid
dinh vé mdt thit on citu do (duge ban ra mot ciach) tu dong.
Vi viy, lién qua dén phin gido 1y nay, 13 tuyét ddi cin thiét,
viéc tim niém céc 10i sau diy cta thdnh Phaol6: “Oi, su
giau c6, khon ngoan va thong sudt cia Thién Chia siu
tham dudng nao! Quyé&t dinh ca Ngudi, ai dd cho thau!”
(Rm 11:33).

10.4. P&i v6i cdc ngudi theo thuyét luan hdi, ddsi séng
dudi dit nay xem ra qua ngin dé c6 thé dién ra chi mot 1an
duy nhit. Do viy, ho nghi 12 ddi song 4y phai dudc lap lai
(hay tdi dién). Ngudi kitd can phdi ¥ thic vé sy ngin ngi
ctia ddi nay, va biét ring n6 chi dién ra c6 mdt 1an duy nhat.
Bdi vi “tat ca ching ta thudng hay vap ngd” (Gc 3:2) va vi
t6i 16i thudng c6 mit trong qud khit ddi sdng chiing ta, cho
nén, cin phai “biét tin dung thdi budi hién tai” (Ep 5:16) va
phdi “cdi bd gdnh niang va toi 16i dang tréi budc minh, va
hay kién tri chay trong cudc dua danh cho ta, mit huéng vé
bric Kitd 12 Pang khai md va kién toan 1dong tin” (Dt 12:1-
2). “Vi trén ddi nay, ching ta khong c6 thanh tri bén’vfmg,
nhung dang tim ki€m thanh tri tuong lai” (Dt 13:14). Ay th€,
nhu khéch la va 1i¥ hanh (x. 1Pr 2:11), séng mot ddi thianh
thién, ngudi kitd voi budc di nhanh tién vé qué hudng (x. Dt
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11:14), & d6, ngudi kitd “sé dugc ¢ cung Chida mai mai”
(1Tx 4:17).

11. Nguyén lugt — tin lut

11.1. M6t nguyén tic thin hoc néi 1a “ludt ciu nguyén
thi€t dat ludt ddc tin” (“legem credendi lex statuat
supplicandi”).’”* Chiing ta c6 thé va phai tim cho ra va gip
cho dudc & trong phung vu, niém tin clia Gido hoi. Vi khong
thé thuc hién & diy mot cudc nghién citu toan dién vé gido
ly cdnh chung & trong phung vu, nén chi xin thif phdc trinh
mdt tdng hop vdn gon vé nhitng § twdng chinh lién quan
dén vin dé, chita dung trong phung vu Roma, k€ tir sau
cong ddng Vaticand II

11.2. Truéc tién, cin nhdn manh di€ém nay la trong
phung vu cdc ngudi qué ¢8,'” Pitc Kitd Phuc sinh dugc néu
bat nhu 12 thue tai t6i hau, thuc tai soi séng cho tit cd nhiing
thuc tai cdnh chung khic. Do d6, niém hy vong cudi cling
dugc dat & ndi sy séng lai clia than xdc: “Chia Kitd, Pang
d4u tién da tir c¢oi chét song lai, s& bi€n ddi than xdc hu heén
clia ching ta nén gidng thin xdc sdng ling cia Ngudi:
chiing ta xin trao gdi ngudi anh (chi) em ching ta diy cho
Chia, dé Chia d6n nhin ciing dua vio chdn binh an clia
Ngudi, va cho than xdc ngudi anh (chi) em nay dugc sdng

"2 mndiculus, 8: Denz.-Schonm. 246,

12 Tit “defunctus” trong ti€ng Latinh, c6 nghia chi vé tinh trang clia ngutsi da
hoan thanh mt nhiém vu. Trd thanh danh t, “defincrus” chi v& ngudi da
JAm xong bdn phin dudi dit va duge nhin vao Nubc Chiia, hoic 1A ngay tic
khic sau khi chét, hoic 1a sau cudc thanh luyén cinh chung, n€u cin phii
nhi thé.
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lai trong ngay sau hét”.'”

RS rang 12 bdn vin trén ddy khing quyét khong nhimng
vé su sdng lai trong tuong lai, tic 1a chura xdy dén, ma cdn
vé ca viéc sy song lai s& x4y ra vao hdi thé mat.

11.3. Vi phéi dgi cho t6i hdi thé mat thi bi€n cd song lai
mdi xdy ra, cho nén, trong thdi gian tir day cho tdi lic do,
c6 tinh trang cdnh chung clia c4c linh hén. Do vay, khi ban
phép 1anh cho ngdi md, mdt 15i kinh dugc xudng 1én dé
dién td nguyén udc, mong sao “khi than xdc clla ngudi anh
(chi) em chiing ta diy dudc dit xudng long dit, thi linh hén
dugc dén nhan vao thién dang”.'” Qua 18i Kinh Thénh,
trich tir Luca 23:43, dugc nhic lai chin 1y vé su thudng phat
d6i véi linh hdn “ngay sau khi chét”. Nhiéu c4ch thifc ciu
nguyén khéic ciing tuyén xung tinh trang cdanh chung ay clia
cdc linh hén. Ching han kinh doc lic liém x4c, nhu ghi &
trong Ordo exsequiarum, vi nhitng 15i cau sau day: “Lay
Chda, xin dén nhén linh hon t6i t4 Chia 12 ..., ma Chda da
goi ra khéi thé gian dé vé vdi Chia, hau, mot khi thoat khéi
xiéng xich moi tdi 161, thi ddng dudc hudng hanh phiic trong
binh an va dnh sdng vinh cifu, cling dugc hgp doan vdi cac
thdnh cia Chda trong vinh quang clia sy sdng lai”.'* Mot
18i kinh dudc 1ap di ldp lai d€ ciu cho linh hén ngudi qua
8. An rit siu vao trong thuyén thdng va rit ¢d xua 1a 18i

'2* Ordo exsequiarum (editio typica 1969) s3 55, tr. 25; s 72, tr. 32 vi s
184, tr. 73.

25 Ibidem, s 195, tr. 77.

28 Ibidem, s5 30, tr. 16.

27 Xin xem ibid., s8 33, tr. 18; s5 4648, tr. 22; s5 65, tr. 29; s& 67, tr. 30; 55
167, tr. 67; s0174, tr. 70; s 192-193, tr. 76; s6 195, tr. 77; & 200, tr. 80; s
230, tr. 87.
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kinh doc dé ciu cho ngudi hap hoi, khi thiy gid chét dén
gin ké: “H3i linh hdn tin hitu kit6, nhin danh Thién Chia
la Cha quyén ning, Pang da tao dung nén anh (chi, em),
nhéan danh Pidc Giésu Kitd, Con Thién Chiia, Pang da chiu
kh nan cho anh (chi, em), nhin danh Chia Thanh Than,
Pang di dudc ban xudng tran day trong anh (chi, em), hay
tién budc ra khoi thé gian nay. USc chi ngdy hom nay, anh
(chi, em) dudc vao noi nghi yén trong an binh, va c6 dudc
chd tro & bén Chia trong nui thanh Sion™."?*

Nhitng codng thic thudng dugc dung trong cdc kinh
nguyén nhu thé bao gdm mdt 13 cdu xin, va 13i ciu xin ndy
khong thé hiéu dugc néu khong nhén 14 ¢6 mot cudc thanh
luyén sau khi chét: “Udc chi linh hon ctia anh (chi, em) nay
tranh khdi dudc moi thuong tdn [...], Xin tha tht hét moi ldm
13 va tdi 161 ngudi anh (chi) em da pham”.'” Viéc 4m chi
dén nhitng 14m 18 va tdi 16i phai dugc hi€u nhu 1a mot 4m
chi vé tdi 16i pham hiing ngdy va nhitng di hai clia tdi ning,
vi 1& trong Gido hoi, khong bao git ¢6 chuyén cau nguyén
cho nhitng ké da bi trdm lun.

Mbt kinh nguyén khdac nhdin manh mét cdch qua 1a thich
déng, dén sy viéc tinh trang cdnh chung céc linh hén dugc
quy huéng vé véi sy song lai clia ho: “Lay Cha rat nhin 4i,
chiing con xin trao gifi vao trong tay Cha linh hén ngudi anh
(chi, em) chiing con diy la... vdi niém hy vong kién viing,
12 anh (chi, em) ndy s& dugc sdng lai trong ngay sau hét,
cling v4i tit ca nhitng ai da chét trong Piic Kitd”." Su song

'8 Ordo unctionis infirmorum eorumque pastoralis cura (editio typica 1972)
s0146, tr. 60.

' Ordo exsequiarum, s5 167, tr. 68.

10 hidem, s 48, tr. 22.
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lai 4y dudc quan niém theo mdt nghia hét sifc thuc (&, bdi
dudc hiéu theo thé song song dbi chi€u khdng nhitng véi su
song lai clia chinh Pic Kitd, ma cdn v6i nhitng gl da néi
trudc ddy vé thi hai & trong mo: “Lay Chua Giésu Kitd, khi
nghi yén ba ngay trong md, Chda di chi€u tda niém hy
vong s6ng lai noi md phin clia nhitng ké tin vao Chda, xin
cho ngudi anh (chi, em) nay 1a... dugc nghi yén cho téi ngay
Chda — 12 su sdng lai va 12 sy séng — s& lam cho d4nh quang
nhan thdnh Chda bitng sing 1én trén ngudi anh (chi) em
ndy, va sé& kéu goi ngudi anh (chi) em nay dén chiém

< 131

ngudng vinh quang thién quoc”.

Kinh nguyé&n Thanh Thé III cling nhdn manh tinh chit cu
thé clia su viéc ké chét séng lai (di nhién 12 cling liic véi ¥
niém vé sy bi€n ddi vinh quang), méi tuong quan giita sy
viéc 4y vdi su song lai clia chinh Pifc Kitd, va tinh chat vi
lai clia sy viéc Ay: “Nhd bi tich thanh tdy, (nhitng) ngudi tin
nay da cing chét véi Chida Kitd, xin Cha cho dudc cling
song lai v8i Ngudi, khi Ngudi cho ké chét song lai va bién
d6i xdc pham chiing con nén giéng thin x4c vinh hién ciia
Nguisi™™

KET LUAN

Vin bin - vi€t vé mot s6 vin dé dang dudc dat ra lién

B Ibidem, 853, tr. 24.
%2 Missale Romanum (editio typica 1970), tr. 465.
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quan tdi nhitng thyc tai cdnh chung — da mudn két thic vdi
chiing tir clia phung vu, bdi vi dic tin clia Gido hoi hing 10
hién & trong phung vu, 12 méi trudng dic tuyén cla viéc
tuyén tin. Nhin ti chiing tir ay, thi thdy rd dudc rang phung
vu giit dugc thé quan binh ma khoa cdnh chung phai ¢6 &
giifa nhitng y&u t6 cd nhan va tap thé, va rang phung vu
nhan manh d&n ¥ nghia kitd hoc clia cdc thyc tai cudi cling,
bdi, néu thi€u diéu dé thi khoa cinh chung s& thodi bién
thanh mot 16i tr bién thuan tiy loai ngudi.

& vao diém cudi nay, nhu 12 mdt tdng hdp gido 1y c6 tinh
cdch két luin, ban trinh bay xin dudc trich din mot doan
trong Loi néi dau (Praenotanda) cia Cudn nghi thic an
tdng (Ordo exsequiarum), bdi qua cdc 181 d6, 10 hién trung
thuc tinh than phung vu mdi clia Roma (Gido hdi Latinh):

“Phung vu kitd gido trong cidc nghi thic an ting l1a mot
cudc clt hanh miu nhiém phuc sinh ciia Chia Kitd.

Trong khi clt hanh tang 1€, Gido hdi tin tudng ciu nguyén
dé€ cic con cdi minh — nh& phép rita ma dudc trd thanh chi
thé clia Pic Kitd, 12 Pang di chét va da s6ng lai — duge
ciing Ngudi di tir syt chét qua sif song, va dé, mot khi da
dugc tinh luyén diy dd trong linh hon, ho dudc dén nhian
cling vdi céc thanh va cdc ké dudc tuyén chon trén thién
qudc, trong khi thdn x4c dgi chd niém hy vong hdng phic
vé lic Piic Kitd ngu dén, va bién cd ké chét song lai.
Chinh vi th€ ma Gido hdi, Ngudi Me diy yéu thuong, clt
hanh Hy 1€ Ta dn, 12 nghi I€ tudng niém bi€n cd Vugt qua
clia bic Kitd, ding 1én nhitng kinh nguyén va nhitng 15i
khén xin, @€ ciu cho cic tin hitu ¢4 qua ddi. Va bdi vi moi
tin hitu déu két hiép véi DPic Kitd, cho nén, tit cd déu
nhin dudc 1¢i ich tir cdc nghi thic Ay: sy trg gidp thiéng
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liéng cho céc ké chét; niém an Gi vd hy vong cho nhitng ai
budn khéc nhitng ké di ra di”.'*

Phién dich: Nguyén Thé Minh

'3 Ordo exsequiarum, Praenotanda, s8 1, tr. 7.
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