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NUGC THIEN CHUA
Mt bi¢u tugng thin hoc ddi véi ngudi Chau A?

Peter C. Phan'

Chi cin thodng nhin lich sif thin hoc cin dai thi ciing nhin ra
duge ring bidu tugng Vuodng quic/Vuong quyén/Nude Thién
Chiia/ Nutc Trosi da xudt hién trd lai giita tién cinh sin khilu sau
nhiéu thé k¥ niim lin 16c trong cic chai hau tniting? Viée trdf lai
v&i qua khit bi thim dy [a mdt gitta nhig ‘sin phdm phu’ clia nd
Iuc 16 hién trong th€ k¥ 19, nd Iue di tim cho ra dung mao Piic
Giésu lich sir.' Nhi cong trinh nghién ciu clia Johannes Weiss va

' Bai viét nguyén ngirti€ng Anh, ciia Peter C. Phan, tfa d& “Kingdom of God: A
Theological Symbol for Asians?" dang trong tap chi Gregorianum 79, 2 (1998)
295-322. Téc gid hién B gifo s thin hoc tai ai hoc Cong gifo Hoa kY
[Catholic University, Washington DC, USA].

* Benedict Viviano da 15 ra hét stfc ngac nhién khi thily mdt chii d& then chdt
trong i rao gidng clia Pltc Gigsu nhy chii & ‘Nutc Thign Chiia® ma “hiu nhu
khong déng giir duge mdt vai trd nho trong thiin hoc hé thdng theo chuong trinh
i hoc & chiing vién. Tim thém thi 1di mdi hiéu fing chii dé Ay da, hai ngan nam
qua, Vi If do ny hay Iy do khéc, bi dai da s5 bd roi, khong ban dén trong thin
hoc cling nht trong khoa tu ddke va phung vu clia Gido Hoi, va néu b dukse nhd
6, thi cling thuting bi bdp méo d&n mitc khdng con nhéitn ra dutie nita.” Xin xem
The Kingdom of God in History (Willington, DE: Glazier, 1988), tr. 9.

* Biéu tuting Nutie Thién Chiia da sdng dity vdi viée canh chung hoc xuit diu 1o
dién d s thanh mdt chil dé quan y&u trong thiin hoc. V& lich sif ti€n triinh phuc
hdi cinh chung hoc, xin xem Peter C. Phan, Eternity in time (Selinsgrove:
Susquehanna University Press, 1988), tt. 26-31. V& ciic cudc thio luiin trong thisi
nay lién quan dén chi d& NuGc Thién Chia, xin xem Bruce Chilton, The
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Albert Schweitzer, cht huéng huyén bi (apocalypticism) trong
Do thii gido thoi dAu da trd thanh bdi cénh cho viée gidi thich
cude ddi va I9i rao gidng clia Pic Giésu; k&t qua 1a hién nay,
Nudc Thién Chiia da dude coi nhu [a st diép chii yéu clia Dic
Giésu. Khong chi don thudn gi6i han & trong cic cdng trinh
nghién citu v& Tian Uéc ma thdi,* tinh chat chti y&u clia biéu tugng
Ay con déng vai trd pham trir gidi thich trong céc khoa thin hoc
tam vi,? Kitd hoc,” thiin hoc vé Gido Hoi va the gidi,* dao diic hoc,

Kingdom in the Teaching of Jesus (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984) va
Wendell Willis, The Kingdom of God in 20" Century Interpretation
(Peabody:Hendrickson, 1987).

* Xin xem Johannes Weiss, Jesus’ Proclamation of the Kingdom of God
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1971), bn dich tit Die Predigt Jesu vom Reiche Gottes,
xufit ban nim 1892. Weiss giif 1ap truting cho rling st ménh chi y&u clia Ditc
Kitd R cong b3 sif vige Nutc Thién Chéia da d&n gin k&, va qua viée cdng b3
Ay, Ngai phii duge td hign nhy 1a Ding Mésia. Trong cudn Vom Reimarus zu
Wrede (1906), dich qua Anh ngif véi ta dé The Quest of the Historical Jesus
(1910), Albert Schweitzer ludn 1§ bio v@ dang “cnh chung hoc hiu két
(consequent hoc thoroughgoing = gt 48)” theo 6, Pitc Giésu da nghi [a hdi
th& mat s& d&n sGm va mdt khi thly khdng phii [a nhur th€, Ngai da o nhung
khong thanh cdng, d& di qua cdi chét clia Ngai, Iam cho thdsi gian dy xiy ra som.
D ¢6 ddng § hay khdng véi quan di€m clia Weiss va Schweitzer, thi cling phai
nhan [a hai tic gid nay di mang biéu wigng Nuic Thién Chia vao td lai trong
anh den thin hoc. D& c6 mdt § niém lugng dinh v& Weiss va Schweitzer, xin
xem Wendell Willis, “The Discovery of the Eschatological Kingdom: Johannes
Weiss and Albert Schweitzer,” rong The Kingdom of God, 1-14 va T. Francis
Glasson, “Schweitzer's Influence — Blessing or Bane?" trong Bruce Chilton, The
Kingdom of God, . 107-120.

% Xin xem chi gidi Kinh Thanh vé& biéu ifgng Nutc Thién Chia trong Dennis C.
Duling, “The Kingdom of Heaven,” The Anchor Bible Dictionary, cudn 4, do
David Noel Freedman xuit bin (New York: Doubleday, 1992), tt. 50-70.

¢ Xin xem chiing han: Jirgen Moltmann, Trinitit und Reich Gottes (1980), bin
dich Anh ngit The Trinity and The Kingdom: The Doctrine of God do Margaret
Kohl (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1981) va Leonardo Boff, Trindade e a
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tu difc,” va truyén gido hoc.'

Sociedade (1986), bin dich Anh ngit Trinity and Society do Paul Bums
(Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1988).

7 Xin xem chiing han: Edward Schillebeckx, Jezus, het verhaal van een levende
(1974), ban dich Anh ngit Jesus: An Experiment in Christology do Hubert
Hoskin (New York: Seabury, 1979); Albert Nolan, Jesws Before Christianity
(Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1992), Dermot Lane, Christ at the Center (New York:
Paulist Press, 1991); Jurgen Moltmann, Der Weg Jesu Christi: Cristologie in
messtanischen Dimensionen (1989) ban dich Anh ngit The Way of Jesus Christ:
Christology in Messianic Dimensions do Margaret Kohl (San Francisco: Harper
San Francisco, 1990); va Jon Sobrino, Jesucristo liberador. Lectura historica-
teologica de Jestis de Nazaret (1991), ban dich Ang ngit Jesus the Liberator: A
Historical-Theological View do Paul Bums va Francis McDonagh (Maryknoll:
Orbis, 1993), céich riéng cic tt. 105-134 (“The Kingdom of God in Present-Day
Christologies™); idem, “Jests el Reino de Dios significado y objectivos ultimos
de su vida y mision,” Chrisnus 45 (1980) 17-25. Xét vé& mat phuong phéip, mudn
chon bigu tigng NuGe Thién Chia Bim tm diém, thi Kitd hoc phai ldy gido
huin tin 1§ clia Gido Hoi v& Dt Kitd Fam khdsi di€ém. Xin xem Sobrino, Jesus
the Liberator, 1. 4044,

¥ Xin xem chiing han: Johannes Metz, Zur Theologie der Welt (1968), ban dich
Anh ngif Theology of the World do William Glen-Doepel (New York: Herder
and Herder, 1969); Jirgen Moltmann, Kirche in der Kraft des Geistes (1975),
ban dich Anh ngit The Church in the Power of the Spirit do Margaret Kohl (San
Francisco: Harper & Row, 1977); Leonardo Boff, Eclesiogénese: As
comunidades eclesiais de base reinventum a Igreja (1977), ban dich Anh ngir
The Base Communities Reinvent the Church do Robert Barr (Maryknoll: Orbis,
1986); idem, lgreja: Carisma e poder (1981), ban dich Anh ngit Church:
Charism and Power do John Diercksmeier (New York: Crossroad, 1985);
Ignazio Ellacuria, Conversion de la Iglesia al reino di Dios (Santander, Spain,
1984); R. Mufios, La Iglesia en el pueblo (Lima, 1983); A. Quiroz, Eclesiologia
en la reologia de la liberatién (Salamanca, 1983), va Jon Sobrino, Resurreccion
de la verdadora Iglesia: Los pobres, lugar teoldgico de la eclesiologia (1981),
ban dich Anh ngit The True Church and the Poor (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1984).

? Xin xem chiing han: H. Merklein, Die Gottessherrschaft als Handlungsprinzip
(Wiirzburg, 1978); G. M. Soares-Prabhu, “The Kingdom of God: Jesus’ Vision
of a New Society,” tong D. S. Amalorpavadass, The Indian Church in the



9

Nhung, khdng chi dnh hudng rieng d&€n mdt phin chuyén
khio nhit dinh clia thiin hoc, biéu tugng Nudc Thién Chia diudn
néin nén ci mdt phuong thic thi€t ciu thin hoc va dic tinh cd ban
clia n6. D6 1a diéu chic chin da x3y ra, dic biét Ia d8i v6i tnding
hdp clia céc dang thin hoc gidi phéng xudt x( tir nhidu bdi cinh
va tir nhiéu khuynh huéng khac nhau. Jon Sobrino da bién ludn
trubing thign va véi tit cA xéc tin cb duge d€ n6i riing ddi véi thin
hoc Chau My Latinh, viéc gidi phéng nguthi ngheo chiém “ua vi
trong thuc t&” (primacy of reality), con NuSc Thién Chaa — chif
khong phii bién c& Pic Giésu sdng lai — Ia chinh dich diém cudi
ciing (eschaton). Céch nhin clia Sobrino cho thay c6 nhiéu diém
tring hop gitta thiin hoc gidi phéng va chii @& Nudc Thién Chaa.
Thin hoc gidi phong gia thi€t mdt syt Iy chon “tién-thdn hoc,” sy
Iua chon diing vé& phia ngudi ngheo, Ia ddi tugng, 1a ‘cif toa’ hang
diu clia Nuéc Thién Chia, la nhilng ngudi diu tién cudc rao
gidng Nutc Thién Chia nhim t&i. Hon nifa, thin hoc gidi phéng
cdn ¢6 tf ban chit, mdt s& dic nét tuong (ing véi bidu tugng Nude
Thién Chda, nhu Ia bi€t quan tim: d&i v&i nd luc ‘lich sit héa’
nhitng thuc tai siéu viét clia diic tin (thin hoc lich sir), d&i v6i viec
t3 gidc va vach trdin tdi 4c lich sif (thAn hoc ngdn si), ddi v6i cong
tic bién ddi thuc trang cudc sdng (thin hoc hanh dong cu thé), va
ddi véi céc tic nhin clia d(c tin (thin hoc binh din). Cudi cling,
véi viéc chon NuGe Thién Chia [am tiéu dich cudi ciing, thin hoc
gidi phong trdnh dugc cam bdy ddng nhat héa Nudc Thién Chia
véi Gido Hdi, va gifip cho thin hoc phuc hdi dude tim trong yéu

Struggle for a New Society (Bangalore, 1981), 579-629; Jon Sobrino, Spirituality
of Liberation: Toward Political Holiness, ban dich Anh ngif clia Robert Barr
(Maryknoll: Orbis, 1988); va John Fuellenbach, The Kingdom of God: The Heart
of Jesus" Message for Us Today (Manila, 1989).

' Xin xem chiing han: God's Kingdom and Mission, Studia Missionalia, b 46
(Rome: Gregorian University Press, 1997).
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ctia Biic Giésu lich sit."!

Ddi theo cung cich nghién cu clia thin hoc gidi phéng, bai
ti€u ludn ndy mudn tim hiéu xem biéu tigng Nudc Thién Chia
trong Kinh Thanh c¢6 mang mdt § nghia nao hay khong doi véi
ngutsi Chau A, va néu ¢, thi biing cich nio? Trude het, bai viet
s& néu bat mot s& van dé biéu wigng NuGe Thién Chta dit ra cho
ngutsi Chau A — hin xa la véi nhitng nhiin thitc va kinh nghiém
clia céic nén van héa Do théi cling nhu Tay phudng — v& vitdng
qudc va vuong quyén. Tiép dén, bai viét s& diém duy@t mdt vai
cach kiéu céc thin hoc gia Chiu A da thir dé ra dé trinh bay vé
Nuc Thién Chiia cho ngudsi Chau A. Va trong phin k&, bai tidu
Juan xin dudc déng g6p vao nd Iuc chung véi mot s dé nghi lién
quan dén vigc hdi nhap biéu tugng then chdt ay clia Kitd gido vao
trong bdi cinh vin héa xa hdi thim duom tinh thin Khdng gido
ctia Chau A,

1. BIEU TUQONG ‘NUGC THIEN CHUA’
VOI NHUNG KHO KHAN TU PHIA CHAU A
Cic hoc gia Kinh Thanh da tiing néu 1o ring néu trong Kinh
Thanh Do thii, khong thily xudt hién dic ngr “Nudc Tri”
(Hebrd: malkiit Samayim), thi nguge lai ¥ nigm vé Thién Chta

"' Xin xem Jesus the Liberator, 122-125, va thién tiéu luiin clia cling mt tic gid,
uta d& “Central Position of the Reign of God in Liberation Theology,” trong
Mysterium Liberationis: Fundamental Concepts of Liberation Theology, do
Ignacio Ellacuria va Jon Sobrino xuét bin (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1993), tt. 350-388.
Theo Sobrino, sif viée bidu tucing Nure Thién Chiia o6 khi niing mdt mit | ndi
ket thue i siéu vigt va lich sif lai véi nhau, vi mat khic I vach téin sy hién dign
clia thyt trang phan-Nude Thién Chia, cit nghia cho thiy 19 do tai sao thiin hoc
gidi phong da nga vé& phia chon biéu tigng Ay — thay vi bién ob Diic Giésu sdng
lai — Fam pham tri tru cdt cho toan bd ndi dung clia thin hoc.
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nhu 12 Vua (melek), vé tridu dai va viée tri vi (yimlok) trén ftraen,
trén moi din nuGc va vil try, lai dugc phd bi€n rong riti, dic bigt Ia
trong Do théi gido thdfi hiu luu day.”> Ma bdi Dic Giésu da hiéu
vé Nuée Thién Chiia theo § niém dic thi Do thai vé& thuc tai dy,
nén khong thé bd qua ma khdng bt diu véi vigc im hiéu xem
nguisi Do thii d3 quan ni¢m nhu the nao vé biéu tugng kia. Di
véi ftraen, vitong quyén clia Giavé td hi¢n trudc tién qua cic Ky
cong cliu dd Ngudsi da thuc hign vi Idi ich clia ftraen sudt dong
lich sir dan toc: gidi phéng khoi 4ch nd 1@ Ai cap, din duting chi
18i cho cude hanh trinh vugt qua sa mac, thiét 1ap giao udc, ban
cho dat hita, bio vé& chdng lai cic dan thi nghich chung quanh,
thiét dit thé ch& quén chi, va dua trd v@ tif cnh luu day. Hon
nifa, Thién Chia da timg biéu dudng quyén t&i cao clia Ngudi
qua viéc tao dung va thdng tri vii try, cling nhu qua viée trién
dudng quyén uy clia Ngudi trén moi dan nue. Va cudi cling,
chin chuting vi nhiing that bai tai di€n bat tan do gi6i lanh dao
chinh tri va ton gido gy ra, ftraen bén hudng niém hy vong clia
minh vé& v&i cudc quang 1am cudi cling va v6i quyét dinh clia
Thién Chia trong tudng lai cinh chung, khi Ngudsi thiét Iap viong
qudc vinh ciiu clia Ngusi qua trung gian mt vi thién sai xudt than
tir dong ho Pavit, hodc mdt vi cim quyén c6 phim cich tr €, hay

' “Nutc Thién Chia” Ia dac ngir dich tif thanh ngir ke basileia tou theou trong
tiéng Hy lap, cdn “Nutic T thi tir ke basileia ton ouranon. Che tic gia thuting
luin 1§ n6i fiing bdi Nutc Thién Chiia/Nutic Trisi chil y&u due hiéu khong phai
Ia theo nghiia Finh thd, chinh tri va qudc gia, th& nén, thay i dich bling *“uong
qudc” thi he basileia phii duce dich a “quyén thdng tr,” “vuong quyén,” hay
“quyén (Gi thuting™ Mat khéc, xét vi quyén thdng tri clia Thién Chia o6 nhitng
lién h@ vdi cic nh i chinh tr, kinh € va xa hoi, vi th&, nén danh uu tién cho tir
ngit “vutong quic.” Trong bai viét, cic dac nglr *“‘vuong qudc” va *“Vudng quyén”
s& duge ding dén, theo cich hiéu [a chiing c6 thé thay thé cho nhau.
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la tnie tiép trtay Ngutsi.”

Puge Kinh Thanh Do théi x4c quy&t qua nhiéu cich thé khic
nhau, § niém v& quyén trj Vi ctia Thién Chtia da dat d&n tot dinh
trong Tian Uéc. Trong Kinh Thanh Tan Uéc, dic ngit “Vuong quéc
Thién Chta™ hay “Nubc Trdi” xudt hién hon 150 lin. Db c6 nghi
Diic Giésu ]a mdt ngdn st canh chung, mdt dng thdy day ditc
khdn lat d8 (subversive wisdom)'* hay khong, va dir c6 gii thich
dac ngir “Vuong qudc Thién Chia” theo cich nao di nita, thi
cling khong thé nao nghi ngds dugc vé thyc kién Nudc Thién Chtia
1 tiéu diém chi y&u trong i Piic Giésu gidng day (dic biét A

"* Xin xem Rudolf Schnackenburg, God's Rule and Kingdom (New York:
Herder & Herder, 1963).

" Céc hoc gid trong thé k¥ nay, nhit i xac quy&t Bic Giésu Ia vi ngdn stf cinh
chung, va gifo hudn clia Ngai da duge ndin dic nén tif thim tin Ngai o6 vé su
vige Nutie Thién Chiia di khai md véi cude ddsi lia Ngai. Marcus Borg cho riing
1ap trubing nhét trf vé& tinh chit céinh chung dy da tan i dan di hdi thap k¥ 80. Mt
vai téc gid cho Dric Giesu Ia mdt hoe gid theo chil huing y&m the [vd s - nhut
Burton Mack], hoac mdt dng thily day ditc khon 1atdd [subversive wisdom - nhu
Marcus Borg] hon Ia vi ngdn sif cinh chung. Vi hai 16i nhin nhu thé trong céich
fim hi€u cho biét Pric Giésu a ai, tit § nigm vé& Nutic Thién Chia ciing phéi chiu
nhimg m& x& xét lai, quy&t ligt. Nhimg 10 Pic Giésu tién bio vé viéc thanh
Gierusalem va dén ths s& bi pha hiy, khong con dugi hi€u theo nghia chi vé cic
bign o8 cénh chung nita, ma chi don thuiin dutc hi€u nhu a hiu qué lich sir danh
cho nhimg ai khong King nghe gifio hudin 13t 48 clia Ngi. Xin xem Marcus Borg,
“A Temperate Case for a Non-Eschatological Jesus,” Foundations and Facets
Forms 2/3 (1986) 81-102, va Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time (New York:
Harper Collins, 1994). Du céich nhin gin day nhét v& viin d& da o6 cong néu bat
truyén thdng ‘it thy’ (céc sich khdn ngoan trong Kinh Thanh) trong gido huin
clia P Giésu, thi ciing khdng tr i thda dang cho nhitg gi Tan Udc ndi o v&
nhitmg quan h¢ ndi tai gitta Diic Giesu va viéc ‘tri dén’ clia Nutc Thién Chia.
Va day I lap tnitng clia thién tiéu ludn: qua thyc, gido huiin clia Pl Giésu da
duge néin dic nén bdi tim trang chis mong hdi chung cuc gin k& clia thé gidi, va
Ngai chinh Ia vi ngdn sif cinh chung.
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céc du ngdn) va trong cic viéc Ngai lam (cach riéng la cic phép
la).

D& cp rit thuting vé Nudc Thién Chia, nhung khdng bao gids
Pitc Giésu miéu trinh cho thily 1o vé thuc tai dy." D& cho vén tt
thi c6 thé néi rfing ddi vdi Pic Giésu, Nudc Thién Chda c6 nghia
Ia suf hién dién chii ddng clia Thién Chia, Cha Ngai, khdi diu &
ndi chinh cudc sdng va cii chét clia Ngai: cic bi€n 8 &y mang lai
mot triéu dai duge danh diu bdi nhitng nét diic trung 1A on tha thir
va hda gidi nhung khong, cinh cong biing va hda binh phd quat,
ddi nguge lai véi phan-triéu dai clia chia r& va hin th, clia bat
cong va dan ap, mdt triéu dai ddi hoi phii hodn cai tan géc d€ qua
d6 ti€n dén chd bi€n cii cA nhan va xa hoi.

D ¢6 tam géc lai cAu hdi mudn biét Pt Giésu da nghi nhu
th€ nao vé& ngay gits ‘tri d€n’ clia Nu6c Thién Chia, ciing véi ba
cich trd 1 kha thd,'® thi cling cdn nhiéu ciu hdi khic ma bidu
tuong “Nudc Thién Chiia” nhu duge dung trong Tan Ubkc, dit ra
cho mdt nén thin hoc Chau A hién dai. Du khé ma néu ra cho
diy db, thi cling xin dugc liét k& mdt s& trong cic ciu hdi dé nhu
sau:

'S Norman Perrin nhiin manh n6i fing hon I mdt § niém séng 10, “NuGc Thién
Chaa” I mdt bidu tigng phong ph, “di img’ véi 18i dinh nghia thiu widt. Xin
xem cudn sich clia tac gid Jesus and the Language of the Kingdom: Symbol and
Metaphor in New Testament Interpretation (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1976).

' Py Ia ba cich giai thich viin dé: Nuic Thién Chiia hoan toan nim & nfong lai
(theo “cich chung hoc trigt d&" clia A. Schweitzer), hoiic Id da thanh tu trong
hién tai (theo “cich chung hoc thanh tyu” ciia C. H. Dodd), hoiic 1 da dutk khai
triong ndi bin thin Pric Giésu, nhung chua duce thanh toan trong lich st (“cich
chung hoc dd v cdn chua” [already and not-yet eschatology] cliia Oscar
Cullmann). V& 9 bién dang cia 3 miu cich chung hoc vita k€, xin xem Peter C.
Phan, Etemity in Time (Selinsgrove: Susquehanna University Press, 1988), i
26-31.
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1. Lién quan d&én chinh dic ngit: lam sao c6 thé, trong khi
cdng bd Nudc Thien Chia, tich risi khoi bi€u tugng Ay, nhing
ham § chi vé thé ch& chuyén quyén va chinh sich doc tai (c6 thé
ca ch& dd phu quyén nifa) ma n6 kéo theo, céch rigng I tai cic
nuSe cdng san nhu Vit Nam, Trung Qudc va Bic Han, tic 1a tai
nhimg ndi mt chinh ding duy nhit ndm tron trong tay toan bd
quyén hanh trén ci nuéc? Mot biéu tugng mang tinh chit vudng
d& nhu th€ thi ¢6 kha ning hay khong dé thic ddy dan ching
trong cic nude Ay tién dén chd ra siic kién tao cho duge nhimg
dang chinh ch& trong d6 cic quyén cd ban clia con ngudsi s& duge
ton trong? Hon nifa, trong lich sif can dai clia hiu hét cic nude
Chau A, trir Thai Lan ra, kinh nghiém vé& cic hoang d€, vé cic
vua chiia chi I, néi chung, nhitng kinh nghiém den (i, tiéu cuc.
Xét vé mat thuat ngir, thir hdi c6 nén ti€p tuc ding hay khong,
nhimg 18i dn du nhu vua, vitdng qudc va quyén binh quén chi, dé
chi vé Thién Chtia va quyén tri vi clia Ngudi? C6 cin phai thay
th€ chiing bing nhitng biéu tugng c6 tinh cich dan chii hon
khong?

2. Thin hoc kitd thuting nhin manh dén tinh chit thiéng liéng
va siéu viét cia Nudc Thién Chaa. Ai cling biét, Chau A 1a chiéc
ndi ciia hiu hét cic tdn gido th€ gidi; vi the, ciing rit d& hiéu a
khdng c6 gi khé khin trong viéc lam cho ngutsi Chau A ¢ thitc vé&
chiéu kich siéu viét ctia cudc hién hitu con ngudsi. Ngude lai, khd
khan hay thich d6 1a & chd lam cho ho chdp nhan dugc ring
Nu6c Thién Chtia ddi hoi khdng nhitng viée hodn céi clia céc ci
nhin dé duge citu dd — theo mdt céch ndo dé tiry tin nguBng mdi
ngutii — ma ¢ viéc ra stic gat bd di cic cd ch€ 4p biic trong lanh
vife Xa hodi, chinh tri va kinh t&, d€ thay thé biing nhiing cd ciu
cOng bing va ¢6 khi ning giai phong con ngudsi. Nhin manh dén
nhimg doi hoi cia Nude Thién Cha trong cic lanh vic xa hoi,
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chinh tri va kinh t& Ia viéc Iam thi&t bach hién nay tai Chau A,
trong cic nudc cdng sin, ndi ma cac quyén t do chinh tri va ton
gido dang bi tuéc doat, cling nhu trong cic nuGe dan chi (nhu:
Nhit ban, Nam Han, Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong), ndi ma
chil nghia tf ban va kinh t€ thi tnfng dang toan quyén thdng tr,
tao ra mdt thit nan nhin khic, gdm khong biét bao nhidu ngudsi
dang phii sdng trong cinh ngheo déi va bi tuGe hét nhan phim.

3. C6 nhan dinh cho ring trong Tan Uéc, ngudi ngheo chinh a
nhiing ngudi ma Nu6e Thién Chiia duge rao gidng cho trudc tién:
nghto ci vé mat kinh t& in v& mat xa hoi, tlc nhitng ngubsi thi€u
cA nhiing gi ciin thiét d€ sdng, va bj xa hdi gat ra ngoai 1&."” Trong
bdi cinh Chau A, ai 1a nhithg nguti ma Nudc Thién Chtia dude
rao giing cho? Chi nhitng ngutsi nghto v& miit kinh & va xa hdi,
hay Ia ci nhiing ngudii c6 tin nguBng (religious) nita? Ai ciing biét
1a Chau A dudc dic tnmg khdng nhitng bdi cinh bin cling t& hai
clia hang khoi dan chiing khdng k& xiét, ma con bdi ci tm thiic
tdn gido sdu dam clia ho nifa. VAy thi, phai 1am thé ndo dé c6 thé
cong bd Nudc Thien Chta cho ci ngudi ngheo lan ngudi 6 tin
nguong?

4. Tan Uéc gi6i thidu Nudc Thién Chda thun tiy nhu I sing
ki€n, nhur 2 mén qua nhung khong clia Thién Chia. Chdng lai
thin hoc tr do clia the k¥ 19, J. Weiss va A. Schweitzer 1§ luiin
ring Pc Giésu di hiéu vé Nubc Thién Chéa theo nhin quan
khai huyén, tttc khdng phai nhu 1a mdt thyc thé loai ngudsi ¢6 di
stic xy dung, nhung nhu 12 mdt thyc tai chi mt minh Thién
Chtia méi mang lai duge, mdt ddi phap truée nd luc don thudn
loai ngudi. Nhung hién nay, nhiéu thin hoc gia gidi phong quéa

'" Xin xem J. Pixley va C. Boff, The Bible, The Church and the Poor
(Maryknoll: Orbis, 1989), va George M. Soares-Orabhu, “Class in the Bible:
The Biblical Poor, a Social Class7” Vidvajyori 49 (1985) 320-346.
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quy@t riing tinh chit nhung khdng clia Nuéc Thién Chta khong
nhitg khong di ngugc lai vdi ma con ddi hdi hanh dong hgp tic
tir phia con nguthi, hanh ddng dap trd ddi v6i mén qua nhung
khdng Thién Chia ban cho. Lam thé€ nao dé c6 thé hdi nhap cho
&n thoa thut trang giting co giita An hué nhung khong va bdn phan
dap tra [task] kia vao trong bdi canh viin héa Chau A, trong dé on
cltu do dude quan ni¢m nhu I thanh qué phét xudt tir ¢ hai: hoic
nhu Ia dn hu¢ thudn tiy do mdt ding diy long x6t thudng (nhu
Diic Phat, theo Phit gido Thanh Bia) ban cho, hodc nhu 1a két
qua clia viéc tf luyén ci nhan (theo Phit gido thién phdi, hoic
theo Khdng gido)?

5. Mot trong nhithg diic nét clia cich Piic Giésu nhin thitc vé
va hanh ddng cho Nuéc Thién Chia Ia thai dd chdng lai Ngai tbro
ddi véi ‘phan-viiong qudc’. Sobrino nghi ring: “Nudc Thién Chia
Ia diéu khdng tudng, duge dung 1én nhiim (ing ddp cho niém hy
vong xa xua ciia mot dan tdc dang phai ngup lan gitfta nhiing tai
uong lich sit; rdi ti€p dén, d6 1a thuc thé bao gdm nhimg g 5t
dep. hoan toan tt dep. Hon nifa, thic thé dy cfing mang tinh cht
giai phéng, bdi n6 xuat hién ngay gitta va trong bdi cinh chdng
ddi lai véi thuc trang 4p biic clia ‘phin-viong quéc’. N6 ciin dén
va lam phat sinh mdt niém hy vong — cling c6 stic ning gii
phéng — tir thai do tuy@t vong dé& hiéu, dang dang Ién theo dong
lich sif tnféc canh ‘phin-viong qudc’ ngang nhién thing the™*
Cudc Piic Giésu diu tranh chdng lai ‘phin-vuong qudc’ 1a bdi
canh ciin phi dua theo d€ hiéu vé& cic phép la Ngai [am, céch
rieng 1a cic lin Ngai trir quy. Trong khi cdng bS Nudc Thien
Chiia cho ngutsi Chiu A, cin phai lam the nao d€ c6 thé vach rd
mit va chi ding tén cic Iuc lugng clia phin-viong qudc dang
hoanh hanh tai luc dia ménh mdng nay? Nhimg hoat dong gidi

'® Jesus the Liberator, tr. 72.
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phéng ndo Kitd Gido c6 th€ va cin phii ti€n hanh d€ b 1d lap
truding “diing vé& phia ngudi ngheo” clia minh, ngd hiu Nudc
Thién Chtia dugce thuc sy dén nhin nhu 1A “Tin Mimg” gifi dén
cho ngusi Chau A?

6. Sau hé&t, theo Kinh Thénh thi biéu tugng Nuée Thién Chtia
mang § nghia chi vé tinh trang c(tu d9 chung k&t va tuy@t ddi, ciu
thodt khdi hét moi diéu 4c, ci thé 1§ 1an tim linh. Hon nifa, n6 con
bao ham ci viéc két higp dvi ddi va ¢ tinh céch cd vi (ngoi
vi/personal) gitta Thién Chiia va dan Nguthi. Vay thi Jam sao dé
c6 thé gidi thiéu tinh chit chung két va tuyt doi cha Nude Thién
Chtia cho ngudi Chiu A thubing tin vdo nhidu cich thic ctiu dd
khic nhau: ¢6 ngudi thi tin vao mdt dang ciu do gidi han, dat
dugc nhds niing Iuc ndi tai (nhut: tin dd clia Lio gido, Khdng gido,
vit hdn gido va dao shama); c6 ké thi tin vao tinh trang ctu dd
tuy@t ddi, tic duge gidi thodt (moksa) khdi moi vitbng mic clia
cudc séng (samsara), hoic a dugde vuot ra ngoai moi dinh bén dé
di vao niét ban (nirvana) va cdi trong khong (sunyata)?

Ngodi ra, phai am thé ndo d& c6 thé n6i véi ngudsi Chau A vé
tinh chit ¢ vi (personal) cha tinh trang k&t hiép v6i Thién Chaa
trong NuGc Ngudii, khi ¢6 ngutsi trong ho vén tin fing: bin ngi
(ci t0i) chi la 4o twdng (maya) va do db, ciu dd chi 1a viéc giai
phong cho khdi nhing diéu kién clia cudc hién hitu lich sif va ci
nhén (d€ hda tan minh vio trong hdn v tru), twta nht giot nuc rof
vao bién ca, hoic nhu dnh n€n tan mit hit di giita 1dng mat tri?

I1. NUGC THIEN CHUA
TRONG THAN HQC CHAU A

Ciéc thach d& trén day cling nhu nhiéu théch d& khac ma Kitd
gido phai ddi dién khi néi vé Nudc Thién Chia cho ngudsi Chau
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A, qua dang gay lo ngai, cich riéng bdi vi d6 khdng phai Ia hinh
anh chi duge dung déng khung trong mdt pham vi riéng biét hay
mdt thién chuyén khdo thin hoc ndo d6, ma 1a mot bidu tugng
thin hoc, mdt bi€u tugng 1am nén méng cho thin hoc kitd gido,
hay néi theo mdt hinh anh khac: do la di¢p khic cha dao trong
ban dai hda tiu trubing khic clia st diép kitd. Nhu Sobrino nhin
dinh: NuGc Thién Chda Ia dich diém cudi cung (eschaton) clia
thin hoc gidi phéng. Phiin 16n cic thiin hoc gia tré Chiu A vidt vé
thin hoc, déu chon ‘Nutc Thién Chiia’ lam pham trii ¢d ban cho
vigc gidi thich."” N6i vé Nubc Thién Chaa tai Chau A 1, trong
mot cich thic nao do, ‘lam thin hoc’ theo nghia hep (simpliciter).

Gén day, mdt 8 thin hoc gia thude nhiéu nude khic nhau,
nhur Sri Lanka, Nam Han, Pai Loan, Philippines, Hong Kong va
Viét Nam da ddn cht tim nghién ctu vé bi€u tugng Nude Thién
Chia, coi d6 1a pham tr1 chii chdt trong thin hoc. Ddn thiic bdi
céc thich d& k& trén, bai viét xin dudc diém trinhra day nhig nd
Iutc suy o cAc thian hoc gia da c& ging thuc hién, di nhién khdng
phai 1a d& dé cip mot cich diy di vé toan bd thiin hoc Chau A,
nhung Ia dé gii thi¢u nhimg dubing nét chinh clia céc nd Iuc suy
tr Ay, cting nhu d& nhan 1o dau Ia nhitg wu va khuyét clia chiing.
Bai viét s& tap trung nd luc tim hi€u vao cic tic phim clia Choan-
Seng Song, bdi tic gid nay dugc coi Ia c6 kha nang nhat va da
vi&t nhiéu nhit vé thin hoc Chau A.

Trong thin hoc kitd gido gin diy tai Chiu A, da thily c6 hai
khuynh huéng 16n xuit hién: d6 Ja cic khuynh huGng dic biét
don nd luc 1) vao cdng tac hdi nhdp vin héa, va 2) vao hoat dong

' V& cic dang thin hoc gidi phong gin diy, xin xem Peter C. Phan,
“Expenience and Theology: An Asian Liberation Perspective,” Zeitschrift fiir
Missionswissenschaft und Religionswissenschaft 77(1993) 99-121.
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gidi phéng® D 16t cyc, cA hai trdo luu cling déu chiy vao cling
mdt con sdng?' thi ai cling © [a khuynh huéng gidi phéng c&
danh uu vi cho biéu tugng ‘Nuéc Thién Chiia’.

1. Tissa Balasuriya, mt hi€n si (Oblate) ngudsi Sri Lanka, da
chon ‘Nuéc Thién Chia’ am biéu tugng chinh y&u cho nén “thin
hoc toan vii” clia dng. Theo tic gid ndy, “ddi vdi Kitd gido va thin
hoc, thutc kign cd ban nhit ctia Chau A chinh 12 sir sdng con ngusi
— cude diu tranh cho si sdng, d€ sdng con, Ia van dé cd ban ddi
v&i hang khdi ngutsi dan dong dic vo k& va ngy cang thém dong
hon nifa clia Chau A’ Cau tra i cho thich d8 nay I i Pic
Giésu cong b3 vé Nubc Thién Chda, bdi vi, theo Balasuriya, c6
mot sif tiong ddng gitta xa hoi thdsi Pic Giésu va Chau A ngay
nay:

Gitta mdt bdi cinh boe 10t dAm ré siu dén nhu thé, Pic Gigsu da
minh bach néi Ién gido huin clia Ngai, mdi mé va triét d&, lai c6
chimg cif cudc sdng clia chinh Ngai lam bing. Ngai coi d6 I
“Nuc Thién Chéia” Dung céich bidu dat ngy nay, thi c6 thé néi
[a Ngai dé cip d&€n mdt con ngutsi mdi va mdt xa hdi méi, d&n
nhimg gié tri mdi cho con ngubsi va cho x& hdi. D6 R tin vui Nghi
da mang lai, Tin Mimg clia Ngai. Ngai manh me trufit ph& nhing
gid tri 19ng hanh thing th€ clia tién i, quyén binh, clia thanh thé
va théii 9 ich k§ be nhom. Thay vao d6, Ngai d& nghi séng tinh
thiin chia s& va phuc vy, long yéu thudng vi tha ddi véi con ngubsi

* Xin xem Asia's Struggle for Full Humanity, Virginia Fabella (Maryknoll:
Orbis, 1980).

* Xin xem Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation (Maryknoll: Orbis,
1988), 1. 87-88; 93-96.

2 Planetary Theology, (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1984), tr. 134,



va tinh lién déi phd quat™

Doan trich trén day cho thdy 5 Balasuriya da cd dién gidi st
diép clia Pitc Giésu vé vuong quyén Thién Chiia theo ngdn ngir
kinh (&, chinh tri va xa hdi (“mdt con ngudfi mdi va modt xa hoi
mdi”),cling néu cao nhithg h¢ ludin cla st digp Ay nhiim téi nd luc
xay dung mdt nén dao ddic xa hoi (“tinh thin chia sé va phuc vu,
long yéu thuong vi tha ddi vdi con ngudi va tinh lién déi phd
quat™).

2. Mot thin hoc gia khic, ciing Ia ngutsi Sri Lanka, linh muc A-
loysius Pieris, dong Tén, da bién luin mt cich hét stic quy&t ligt
d€ nbi rling cif toa clia NutGe Thién Chia tai Chau A khdng chi
gbdm nhig nguti ngheo vé mit kinh & va xa hdi ma thdi, nhung
cdn bao gdm ci nhitg ngudsi c6 tin nguding (religious) — hay dé
ndi cho r® hon — nhitng ngudsi ngheéo ma ¢6 tin nguBng va nhig
ngudsi ¢6 tin nguBng ma ngheo. Cf theo cich Pieris dé xudt ma
doc lai lich sif truyén gido cha Kitd gido tai Chau A, thi s& thay
ring trong qué khtt, biéu tugng Nudce Thién Chia da khdng thé di
siu vao trong long Chau A dugc, bdi vi ngusi kitd da khong bit
néi lién hai cuc clia thuc tai Chau A: tinh trang ngheo khd va tinh
thin ton gido (long dao diic). Vay, ngay nay, d& & lai tai Chau A
va d€ trdf thanh mot phén cia Chau A, thi Nude Thién Chtia cin
phai cling ltic néu bat tinh thin tdn gido clia ngudi ngho, va tinh
canh ngheo khd clia ngudii ¢6 tin nguBng,* Tic vu nay 1a mot doi

** Planetary Theology, tr. 167. Dua theo ciich dng hiéu vé Nutic Thién Chia,
Balasuriya da 4p dung ciic § nghia rit ra dutke vio trong cic Finh viie ci tién
Gido Hoi, day gido If, phung tf va w dc.

* Pieris cdin thiin phan biét gitta cinh nghto khd bj hudc phai chiu mdt cich bit
cdng véi cii nghto e nguyen. Chinh nhdf i nghto nay ma loai trir dukic cinh
ngheo khd kia. *“Tur do khi tiing thi€u” (“freedom from need”) s& dem lai “nf do
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hoi khong chi riéng clia hoan canh Chau A, ma cdn va hon nita,
clia chinh Piic Giésu, Ping rao gidng Nutc Thién Chia, Ding
da chiu mdt phép rita song ddi “trong sdng Giodan ciia ton gido
Chau A” va “trén Ni so chia cinh nghto Chau A" *

Nhin ra cif toa ca Nudc Thién Chiia theo cich thic dy Ia
Pieris d3 dong gép mot phin trong y&u cho thin hoc Chiu A va
gifip cho thiin hoc gidi phong Chau My Latinh — m2 tic gid da
titng chiu dn — dugc thém phong phd.** Va nhu thé, Pic Giésu
cta Nudc Thién Chaa la vi “chan tu khé ngheo” lam hién than
cho ¢ hai, cho ci khé ngheo Ian tinh thin tdn gido.”

Mot khi da dugc hién thuc hda ra trong the gidi, Nude Thién
Cha s& tao nén cdi ma Pieris goi [a mdt “xa hdi tuong phan,” tic
[a “mdt xa hdi trong d6 chi mdt minh Giave tri i, chif khong phai
bt cir mdt vi thin ndo khic, mdt cdng doan lodi ngudsi ¢ tinh yéu
bio quan. D6 1a nhimg gi Piic Giésu da hiéu vé biéu tugng ‘Nute

khdi nhu ciu” (“freedom from want”). Xin xem An Asian Theology of
Liberation, tt. 20,37, 61, 88.

25 An Asian Theology of Liberation, tt. 45-50.

% Pieris nghi fing ngoai hanh ddng cu th& va viéc phan tich x3 hdi ra, nhimg y&u
& ciin thiét d€ xay dung mdt nén thiln hoc gidi phong Chiu A phii bao gbm ci
diéu ma tic gid goi Ia “ndi quan” (introspection), titc fa suy ni¢m vé va ddi thoai
véi ditc khon (wisdom) clia cc tdn gido Chau A. Xin xem An Asian Theology of
Liberation, tr. 80. (5 chd khic, Pieris ciing d& cip dén tinh cich di cc niing
dong va viée bd tlic nudi dubing cho nhau giita kinh nghiém thin nghiém clia
prajna va nhitmg ddi hdi ngdn stf clia agape, gitta kinh nghiém thin nghi¢m va
kinh nghi¢m ngdn st rong Philt gido va Kitd gido. Xin xem A. Pienis, Love
Meets Wisdom: A Christian Experience of Buddhism (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1988),
. 110-135.

*T V¢ cich Pieris cim Difc Giésu nhi [a vi “chiin t kho ngheo™, xin xem Peter
C. Phan, “Jesus the Christ with an Asian Face,” Theological Studies 57 (1996)
406-410.
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ThiénChiia’.** D6 [axa hdi duge dac tnmg bdi long vang phuc doi
v6i Thien Chia 1a Pang da kéu goi chiing ta sdng khd ngheo, va
bdi dite khé ngheo A w.»

3. Néu hai nha thin hoc Sri Lanka d4 phic hoa nhitg nét
chinh cho mdt nén thin hoc Chau A, thi trong thap k¥ 70, mdt
nhém thin hoc gia Pai Han da ciu thi€t mdt dang thin hoc véi
0 1ong dd canh, ¢6 @n Ia thin hoc minjung (tién dan). Minjung
c6 nghia Ia “nhiing ngudsi bi 4p biic, bi boc Iot, bi thdng tri, bi k¥
thi, bi tude doat va thi tiéu vé mat chinh tr, kinh &, xa hoi, vin
héa va tr thitc, nhir 1a nif gidi, cic nhém chling tdc, cic ngudsi
ngheo, gi6i cong nhan va ndng dan, va ca nhitg ngudi tri thitc
nita™ Ahn Byungmu cho ring ochlos (d4m ddng, quén chiing)

“* Fire and Water: Basic Issues in Asian Buddhism and Christianity (Maryknoll:
Orbis, 1996), tr. 173.

** Pieris 4p dung khdi ni¢ém Nu@c Thién Chiia cho ddfi t i ma tic gid cho Ia
phai dutge chil y&u huting diin bii nhimg 18 doan nguyén cb tinh cich tién tri vé
vang phuc va kho ngheo, ciing vdi ki doan nguyén gitt doc thin fa I doan
nguyén 1y dudc siic nang tién tri i hai I doan nguyén kia. Xin xem Fire and
Water, . 172-182.

* Chung Hyun-Kyung, *“Han-pu-ri": Doing Theology from Korean Women's
Perspective,” trong We Dare to Dream: Doing Theology as Asian Women,
Virginia Fabella va Sun Ai Lee Park xudit bin (Hong Kong: Asian Women's
Resource Centre for Culture and Theology, 1989), tt. 138-139. C6 m{t sif phin
bigt 1o gilta daejung, tifc dai chiing cich chung hdn don, khdng B chic, va
minjung tifc dn chiing c6 § thic. Lién quan dén cudc tranh ludn vé& thdn hoc tign
dén, xin xem Jung Young Lee, An Emerging Theology in World Perspective:
Commentary on Korean Minjung Theology (Mystic. Conn.: Twenty-Third, 1988);
Minjung Theology: People as Subjects of History, do Commission on
Theological Concems of Christian Conference of Asia xudt bin ( Maryknoll:
Orbis, 1981, tai ban 1983); David Kwang-Sun Suth, The Korean Minjung in
Christ (Hong Kong: Christian Conference of Asian, 1991); Andrew Sung Park,
The Wounded Heart of God: The Asian Concept of Han and the Christian
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doc thily trong Phiic Am Méccd, c6 nghia 1a dan ching t tap
quanh Diic Giésu, tic giai cip bi két &n va bi tudc doat quyén Idi,
chiing han nhu nhitng ngudsi i 18i, nhitlng ngudi thu thu€, va
nhitng ngutsi bénh hoan tat nguyén. D khdng dugc t3 chic thanh
nhém chinh tri, nhitng ngutsi &y cling 12 mdt mdi lo s¢ ddi véi hang
quyén thé&. Tuy nhién, ho vin duge Diic Giésu dén nhén vo diéu
kién: Ngai ngdi cling ban v&i ho va loan béo cho ho biét Nute
Thién Cha da dén."

Cic thin hoc gia minjung da ddng nhit héa ochlos trong Tan
Ubc véi nhitng ngudsi nghto khd va bj 4p biic gitta dan Pai Han
sut trong dong lich sif Han qudc, dic bigt 1a trong thdji gian b
Trung qudc va Nhat Ban do hd, cling nhu trong thdfi gian séng
dudi ch& dd Park Chung-hee. Trong th€ k¥ 19, Kitd gido da dugc
dua vao Pai Han, khdng phéi do gidi thuc dan dan ép va boc 1ot,
nhut tai nhiéu nudc Chiu A khac, nhung 1a do mdt hat gidng din
tdi viéc giai phong khoi dch dd hd clia Trung qudc va Nhit Bén.
Tiéng Trung quic va Nhat Ban da phai duge coi 1d ngdn ngit
chinh; viéc xuit ban Kinh Thénh trong ti€ng Pai Han (va chir
Hangul) 1a mdt hanh ddng ngim ngdm kéu myi tién dan ndi day
dé danh lai phim gi4 va quyén ddc lap ho bi cudp mit. Va rdi, st
diép chia Pic Giésu rao gidng vé NuGc Thién Chia da gay dude
thc dung gidi phong trén nhimg ngudi ngheo khd va bi tude mat
hét moi quyén Idi trong dan toc Pai Han.

Nhu thé, minjung 12 din cha Thién Chda, 1a con dan trong

Doctrine of Sin (Nashville: Abingdon, 1993); va Peter C. Phan, *“Experience and
Theology,” it. 118-120.

1 Xin xem “Jesus and the Minjung in the Gospel of Mark,” ra méit ddu tién
trong Minjung Theology: People as the Subjects of History, rdi due in lai trong
Voices from the Margin: Interpreting the Bible in the Third World, do R. S.
Sugirtharajah xuit bin (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1991), tt. 85-103.
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Nutc Thién Chia. B3i phéi chiu khd cuc mdt cich bat cong trong
nhimg thdsi gian rt o 1au dai, tién dan da bj d& bep dui siic ning
ctia han (hian). C6 nghia theo tir cin 12 hdn gidn hay phin uit, han
[a mdt thuat ngit mang § nghia hdn hdp, bao gdm nhiéu diéu: thai
dd cam chiu cinh 4p bic khdng trinh dugc, phin nd tnudc su
hung bao clia nhitng ké 4p ch&, cim hn chinh minh vi da d& cho
chinh minh bi dan 4dp. Chdng chit va ting cuding bdi nhiing hanh
dong bit cong ddn dip, nhitng cAm xtic Ay c6 thé trd thanh mot
ngudn nghi luc tim 1§ huing hau, mdt tiém lc sdi suc siin sang dé
bung nd dua tdi cich mang néu duge dung dén theo quy md xa
hi, trong mdt céich thifc ¢6 8 chic.

Phuong thiic gidi héa han duge goi 1a dan (gidn), c6 nghia theo
tir cin [a cit A, can dit. Dan s& dién ra trong ci hai binh dién, c4
nhin va tip thé. Trong binh dién c4 nhin, dan ddi phai biét tir bd
chinh minh, tir bb clia cai va tién nghi. Viéc bd minh ny s& cit
d(nt han khdi tim tri chiing ta. Trong binh dién tap thé, dan c6 khi
ning dua tdi viée bién ddi th€ gidi bing cich nang con ngudi 1én
mdt miic hién hitu cao hon. Tién trinh gidi héa nay gdm bdn giai
doan: ¥ thitc vé viéc Thién Chia hién dién trong mdi ngudsi chiing
ta v phung thy Ngutsi: d€ cho ¢ thitc v& su hién dién dy 16n 1én
trong chiing ta; thyc thi nhitng gi chiing ta tin; va khic phuc nhimg
bat cong bing cich ra stic bién céi th€ gidi.” Mot s0 cdc thin hoc
gia minjung, cich riéng 12 Hyung Young-hak va céic nha théin hoc
nit quyén ngudsi Pai Han, di d& cao nhimg phudng cich truyén
thdng kha di gitip vao viéc gidi héa han, nhu cic nghi 1€, kich
nghé, vii thudt gid trang va thuét phir thity shamanism.”

" Xin xem tac phim trinh Ry clia Jung Young Lee, An Emerging Theology in
Waord Perspective, L. 10-11.

" Xin xem Chung Hyung-Kyung, “Opium or Seed for Revolution?
Shamanism: Women-Centered Popular Religiosity in Korea,” trong Theologies
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Va nhu th€, ddng nhit héa Nudc Thién Chia v6i mot nhém
dan ching, tc vdi chinh gi6i tién dan Pai han, 1a thin hoc
minjung vé& basileia (Nu6c Thién Chia) di xa hon nhimg gi
Balasuriya va Pieris d dé ra: minjung khong chi Ia nhithg ngusi
st diép Nu6c Thién Chtia nhiim t6i, ma chinh 1a nhithg ngudsi lam
thanh Nudc Thign Chtia. Ngay ci Pic Giésu ciing duge ddng
nhit héa véi minjung. Céc thin hoc gia minjung c6 khuynh huéng
coi chc cudc ddu tranh gidi phéng trong lich st Pai Han nhu 12
nhiing cude td higén clia bién ¢d Pic Giésu. Nhu th€ ¢6 & a i,
khong nhu tai cic nuéc Chau A khéc, tai Pai Han, ngay tir lac
khdi ddu, Kitd gido da din than vao lanh v chinh tri va di déng
mdt vai trd trong yéu trong cudc ddu tranh gidi phéng quéc gia.
Do dé, trong khi Pieris coi cic tdn gido khdng-kitd va céc tin dd
ngheo khd cia ho nhu 1a ngudn xuit phat clia thin hoc vé& Nudc
Thién Chaa (bdi Vi tai cic noi khic ngoai Pai Han, cic tdn gido
nay da gifip khdi diy tinh thin chdng dd ho), thi thay vi nhdf vao
Phat gido hay Khdng gido, cic thin hoc gia minjung da dua vao
str diép kitd vé Nudc Thién Chia va tiém luc clia quic gia ho dé
gidi héa han va khai tri€n nén thin hoc vé Nudc Thién Chia
(basileia theology).

Tuy nhién, do bdi tif ‘vitong qudc’, mdt vai nha thin hoc min-
jung, nhu Suh Nam-dong chiing han, nghi rfing “Nu6c Thién
Chiia” (Vudng qudc Thién Chia) khdng phai 1a mdt bi€u tugng
thich d4ng. Suh phan biét 1o gitta Nudc Thién Chaa va thién nién
tri Vi (millenium), gitta thién sai chinh tri (political messianism) va
chinh tri thién sai (messianic politics). Theo Suh, biéu tugng Nutc
Thién Cha da trd thanh triitu igng, thude ki€p sau trong the gidi
bén kia; d6 a § thiic h¢ da dude cc gidi cai tri doc tai theo thé

of the Third World: Convergences and Differences,do Leonardo Boff va Virgilio
Elizondo xuit ban (Edinburgh: T & T. Clark, 1988), tt. 96-104.
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ch& “thién sai chinh tri” & xudng. Ngudc lai, vi Ia cu thé, § niém
vé thién nién tri thude the gidi ny; va d6 1a biéu tugng cb kha
ning thdng truyén hy vong cho minjung trong duting hudng
“chinh tri thién sai” ctia ho.*

Dui ¢6 bi phé binh chdng ddi tir nhi¢u phia,* thiin hoc minjung
ciing da déng gép mdt phin quan trong cho nd I ki€n tao mdt
nén thin hoc dic thi Chau A, va ciich rigng 1a cho thin hoc vé
Nuée Thién Chia. Trong khoa thin hoc nay, khdng con 1a mdt
pham tri1 don thun xémit hoic Tay phuong, biéu tigng Nude
Thién Chiia dd mang dude mdt dién mao dic trung Pai Han, biéu
hoa nén véi mau va nuGc mit ¢lia gidi tign dén, va da thuc sy trd
thanh ddng luc hang diu trong cudc diu tranh gidi phong.

4. Trong gidi thin hoc gia Chau A ngay nay, Choang Seng-

Song, ngutsi Taiwan, thudc Gido Hoi Trung Lio, hin Ia tac gia
viét nhiéu nhit vé chi @& Nudc Thién Chta.* Tir nhiéu nim nay,

* Xin xem Suh Nam-dong, “Historical References for a Theology of Minjung,”
trong Minjung Theology: People as the Subjects of History, tt. 164-177.

33 V& nhimg phé binh khen, ché thin hoc minjung, xin xem Jung Young Lee, An
Emerging Theology in World Perspective. Cich chung, thin hoc minjung thuting
bi chi trich vi mang tinh cich hdn hgp, vi & Kinh Thinh vao hang thudc ha so
v6i kinh nghi¢m, Vi bidu dat theo 18i ti€u thuy&t héa tinh cinh clia minjung, Vi
nhiin manh qué dang dén 1Hi 4c clia od cilu, vi da dong nhit héa minjung vdi dan
Thién Chiia, vi da ddng nhit héa Diic Giésu vdi minjung, va Vi mang ning tinh
chét quy nhéin (anthropocentrism).

* Ping chii § nhat trong cic thc phim clia Choang Seng-Song a: Third-Eye
Theology: Theology in Formation in Asia Settings (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1982; tai
ban 1990) The Tears of Lady Meng: A Parable of People's Political Theology
(Geneva: World Council of Churches, 1981; Maryknoll: Orbis, 1982); The
Compassionate God (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1982); Tell Us Owr Names: Story
Theology from an Asian Perspective (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1984); Theology from the
Womb of Asia (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1986); tic phim bd ba v& Kitd hoc: Jesus the
Crucified People (New York: Crossroad, 1990); Jesus and the Reign of God
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Song da kién tri va hitu hi¢u hoat dong cho viéc xady dung mdt
nén thin hoc thuc sit Chau A. Theo nhin dinh clia Song, nhitng
phuong cich cin ¢ cho viée ki€n tao mdt nén thin hoc nhf the,
Ia “khi ning hinh dung, Iong say mé, niém hiép thdng va tim
nhin™: khi ning hinh dung Ia cii trong d ta da dugc tao dung nén
giong hinh &nh Thién Chda; long say mé lam cho ta cim nhén
duigie 1dng x6t thudng clia Thién Chia trong ta va ndi ngudii khic;
niém hiép thong khién ta c6 § thiic trdch nhiém ddi véi nhau va
ddi v6i Thién Chiia; cdn tim nhin gidp ta nhan ra dugc Thién
Chia hién dign trong th€ gidi va hinhdung ra dugc nhitng phuong
thiic méi trong cich nghién c(u thin hoc.”’

Giifa v s0 nhitng ngudn li¢u ménh modng va da dién cla
Chau A, Song x&p cic ciu truyén va din thoai trong din gian,
xua va nay, diing & hang diu. Va bdi cic cau truyén trong hiu hét
cdc dan toc Chiu A déu n6i vé cic ngudsi ngheo doi, khd dau, y&u
thé, cho nén, thin hoc dich thuc Chau A nhit thiét phai 2 mot
nén thin hoc gidi phong. Song cho riing kha ning cin nhit ddi véi
cc thin hoc gia Chau A 1a i biét ling nghe nhitng ti€ng thd
than, rén ri va kéu la vong I1&n tir ddy wic thim bin cling clia
ngudsi Chau A. Khi ning &y I “con mit thit ba” (third eye), titc
s(tc niing nhan thitc thau sudt (satori) gitip cho nha thdn hoc nim
dugc ¢ nghia tiém an phia dudi b& mit clia céc su vat va hién
tugng.™

(Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993); Jesus in the Power of God (Minneapolis: Fortress,
1994). Xin xem cic bai gii thitu vé& thin hoc clia Song: Peter C. Phan,
“Experience and Theology: An Asian Liberation Perspective” trong Theological
Studies 55 (1996) 101-106; 114-118; idem, “Jesus the Christ with an Asian
Face,” rong Theological Studies 57 (1996) 417-421.

T Theology from the Womb of Asia, tr. 3.

*® Trong cudn Teil Us Our Names, tt. 3-24, Song d& xuit mutsi luin d& v& ban
chalt va phuing phép clia mdt nén thin hoc kg thuat gidi phong dac this Chau A.
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Bit diu véi hoan cinh clia mdt nhém dan ching trong dé
“tinh yéu thuong dau™ clia Thién Chaa to hién va tich cuc tic
ddng dua i vige giai phéng ho, Song da thi€t ciu nén mdt dang
thin hoc basileia vita thim dam tinh thin Kinh Thanh vifa mang
tinh chit dic th Chau A.

That khong ngds, Song qui da xay dung miu thiin hoc clia dng
vé Nudc Thién Chiia trén nén ting st diép cic ngdn st Do thai va
16i giang ctia Pitc Giésu, cich riéng la cic du ngdn Ngai dung. Tir
cac ngudn ligu dy, dng da rit ra duge didu xéc tin ny 1a cdng
cudce ciu dd bao gdm ci viéc cliu thoat vé mit chinh trj va kinh &
nita.** Nhu th€ c6 nghia NuGc Thién Chia [a vitong qudc clia an
sing, va ciing [a vudng qudc chia cong 1§, hda binh, i do va tinh
thuong. Song khiing quyét dit khodt ring Thién Chtia clia Do

V& dang thin hoc gidi phong clia Song, xin xem ibid., tt. 163-205, va The Tears
of Lady Meng.

* V& khii niém “tinh yéu thuong dau” (“pain-love ") clia Thién Chiia theo Song,
xin xem Third-Eve Theology, tt. 83-88. Trong chif héin, tif chi vé tinh yéu Ia thun-
ai, theo tif cin a “tnh yéu thuong dau”. Ti thuemg ti€ng Viét cb nghia vifa fa
finh thuting via Ia bi thuong. Theo Song, tinh yéu ma cim nhiin ra nbi dau clia
doi tuong yeu thuong. s ts thanh tinh yéu thuong dau. Tinh yéu cang 1n, thi
noi dau cang sau dim thim thia va tinh yéu thuong dau cang manh ligt. Tinh
yéu Thién Chia di véi chiing ta [a finh yéu thuong dau. Thip gia Ia tinh yéu
thuong dau day vo clia Thién Chtia. N6 dam r€ trong tinh yéu clia mdt Thién
Chtia mang khd dau vi th€ gi6i. Tuy nhién, Song khong ddng § véi Kazo
Kitamori va Jiirgen Moltmann vé& viéc hai tic gid nay fim cich d€ ndi gi¢i ha
khd dau clia Thién Chaa, hay néi cich khic dua khd dau dy vao trong & song
ndi tai chia Thién Chia Ba Ngdi. Ong nhan dinh: “Citu dd khong phdi a hanh
dong chién diu don ddc dién ra trong bin nga clia Thién Chia. D6 I mdt Gin
tham kich thin-nhan viin con dién ra trong cdng ddng nhén loai” (ibid. tr. 85).

* Xin xem Third-Eye Theology, . 219.
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thai gido va Kitd gido 1a mdt Dang “Thién Chaa chinh tri”™' Theo
Song, thanh ngit “Thién Cha chinh tri” chi v& hai diéu: 1. “chinh
sich ch®ng lai tinh chit di man clia quyén Iuc,™* thif quyén luc
c6 théi tude mat tf do chinh tri, kinh t& va tim linh clia ngudsi dén;
2. “Thién Chta cic ngdn si, va bdi thé€ Thién Chta clia Pitc
Giésu Kitd, 1a mdt Ding Thién Chaa td o lap trudng... Pang
Thién ChGa dimg vé phia cic nguth nghto, chdng lai ngudsi
glall. 1

Song néu 1 ngay ring n6i d&€n chinh trj clia Thién Chaa
khong may may c6 nghia 1a chi truong ngudi Kitd phai thay thé
quyén va chinh thé bing mdt thé ch& khéic, dui Ia thanh thiéng,
mot thé ch& clia riéng minh, hiu khai md va dem Nudc Thién
Chtia d&n gitra long nhan loai. Trdi lai, diéu cin mang lai chinh
Ia, theo Song, sif “chuyén hodn quyén binh” (the transposition of
power): “Tiéu dich nhim t6i 1a viéc bién ddi quyén binh. Khong
tim cich d& nim giit quyén hanh, @& thdng tri, cho bing dua
quyén binh dén chd s hdi, chinh trj ca Thién ChGa nhim t5i
viéc bién di chinh tri clia loai ngudsi. Va & trong cude bién ddi
hay a cudc hodn cdi &y clia quyén binh (metanoia of power), tiém
an phin cOt thy nhit trong chinh tri clia Thién Chia. ™

Binh gidi du ngdn vé cic cdng nhin [am vubin nho (Mt 20:1-
15) ma dng coi nhu 1a *'c tinh cich tréc ngdn (paradigmatic) dé
chi cho thiy Nuéc Thién Chtia da khai nguyén ndi Pic Giésu Ki-

*! Xin xem Third-Eye Theology, tr. 222: “Thién Chia, Dang da tuyén cho
Mdsé dua dan ra khdi Aicdp Bt mdt Thién Chda chinh tri. Sudt dong lich sir
ftraen, bao gits Giavé cling t ra -y mdt Thign Chia chinh tri.”

*2 Third-Eve Theology, tr. 222.

** Third-Eye Theology, tr. 231.

*“ Third Eye Theology, tr. 241.
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16, Song nhan dinh: “Qua du ngdn nay, Plic Giésu cho thily 1o
ring quyén binh chinh Ia sutt lanh ctia Thién Chda. D6 Ia quyén
binh clia x6t thuong, clia long 6t va tinh yéu, da trd thanh hién
hién qua viéc minh trinh va thuy€t gidi vé& Nutc Thién Chda. Tiéu
bi€u cho NuGc Thién Chiia Ia quyén binh biét thuc thi diéu thién,
bi€u thi long trdic dn, cuing thé hién tinh yéu thuong ™

Trong doan binh gidi vé du ngdn nhiing ngudi lam vutin nho
sat nhan (Mc 12:1-11; Mt 21:33-44; Lc 20:9-18), Song da nhic lai
nhu sau: “Cong bing Ia nguyén tic can bin nhit trong duting 16i
chinh tri ctia Thién ChGa™ va “kitd hitu trong tur cich la kitd hitu,
khong ndm giif quyén binh chinh tri... Nhiung quy&n binh clia tinh
yeu Thién Chiia ho nhan dugk tif trong Pc Giésu Kitd, lam cho
ho ¢6 quyén xét x{r moi hanh ddng lam dung quyén hanh tir phia
nhithg k& nim quyén chinh tri. Chinh d6 Ia diém chli y&u trong st
mang chinh tri ctia Gido Hdi, tic a viéc “chuy&n hodn quyén
binh.™

Mang lai cho dan chiing sic niing thich dd, phé binh va xét xir
nhiing hanh dong lam dung quyén hanh tir phia nhimg k& nim
gilf quyén hanh, tit chinh tri clia Thién Chia cling din dén diéu
ma Song goi Ia “chinh tri clia thap gid™* Song néu 10 cho thiy a
chinh tri clia thip gia khong cit khdi din chiing bdn phén di vi
vide 18 chic cude sdng clia chinh minh, viéc thi€t dat cic k&
hoach cling sich lugkc, viéc nhin dién nhithg trd ma quéi phitc tap
trong cach diing quyén hanh céc nha doc tai bay ra d€ tim muu
dan 4p va Ieo l4i ho, cling nhut viée hoc hdi cho biét cach sir dung
nhitng phuong the hitu hi¢u nhit d& dua cude gidi phong con

*S Third Eve Theology, tr. 253.
*® Ibidem.

* Third Eve Theology, tr. 255.
“8 Tell Us Our Names, tr. 176.
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ngudi ho dén chd thanh tuu. Trong chiéu hudng &y, “dao 1y bd
cau” phai dugc ting cuding, cling o8 nhd “chinh trj rén khon™*

Tuy nhién, Song cling nhdn manh diém nay: “L) hién o trong
cudc ddi diu cudi cing clia Dic Giésu véi chinh tri quyén Iuc [a
stic manh va khdn ngoan ctia thip gia... Du céc 1§ 1€ bién minh
cho chii tnigng khdng theo dudi cich mang 12 thé€ ndo di nita, thi
thuc kién 1a Dfic Giésu da chon con dubing chinh tri thap gid.™
Tuy nhién, chinh tri thip gi4 khdng ddng nghia véi thai do y&u
nhugc, vo hiéu, bat Iuc. Thit vy, “thap gid khdng quyén Iuc lam
chiing cho thily qué Ia rit manh me&, dén d9, suét nhiéu th€ k¥ dai,
da c6 kha niing dem lai stic manh cho khdng biét bao nhiéu ngusi
trong cudc diu tranh cho cdng bing va tr do... Chinh tri thap gid
da xudt hién nhimg lic cAn phai chdng cy, phai ndi dy, phai lam
cich mang. Nhung, hon ¢, thap gid da mang lai ngudn hiing cho
rit nhidu ngudsi dé ho xéc tin dugc ring hy sinh tr hién 1a khi gidi
manh nhit chdng lai quyén binh chinh tri ich k¥, truc Idi. Thap gia
da dong vién, da khuy&n khich ho gilf lap tnfting bt bao ddng —
khdng phai vi 1§ do séch Iugc, nhung 1a do tinh y&u thudng — hiu
dua chinh nghia clia dan ching d&n tnuGc tda clia nhimg ngudi
cAm quyén.™' Nhu thé, d8i véi thin hoc clia Song v& Nubc Thién
Chia, “chinh trj dan chéing” v “chinh trj thap gi4.” c& hai d&u Ia
thanh t& chi yé&u.

*? Xin xem Tell Us Our Names, tr. 178: “Khong c6 ‘chinh tri tin khon’ thi ‘chinh
tri bd cAu’ s& trdf thanh mdt thit lun 1y dao dtic y&u &, phi Iy va ¢ dién i nita.
Nguie lai, khdng c6 “chinh tri bd ciu’ thi ‘chinh tr rfin khon® chi B thir chinh tri
ctia quyén binh fia bip, ddc hai v tn pha.”

%0 Tell Us Our Names, tr. 179.

5! Tell Us Our Names, tr. 180.
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Nhifng suy tf tin man kia vé Nutc Thién Chia,” gop chung
lai, Song da dua vao trong tic phim Kitd hoc bd ba clia dng —
cich riéng trong cudn hai, tta d& Jesus and the Reign of God - 1a
bd sich thin hoc dai nhét hién nay tai Chau A vé& Nudc Thién
Chaa. Trong téc phdm n2y, Song minh nhién x4c quy&t ring:

Tam diém clia st dicp Pire Gigsu la Nutic Thién Chia (basileia
tou theou). Trong (it ch nhimg g Ngai noi v Ngai am, Ditc Gié-
suda don hét cong stic d€ cho thily 1d fang Nue Thién Chiia luu
tam truc tién dén nhithg nan nhin cha thir xi hdi phan bigt giai
cp va chia hang quyén the tdn gifio ng truyén thing. Tit ci nhiing
g Dt Gigsu da n6i va da lam, d&u nhiim t6i viéc lam cho nhin
ra 1o rang Nutc Thién Chia khai md thisi dai clia din ching, bai
thiét mot giai doan méi cho cude sdng va lich s cia ho, cling
dénh diiu butc khdi diu mdi mé clia thim cinh thin-nhan trong
cdng trinh ciiu 60>

Qua nd luc tim hiéu vé st diép, vé cudc ddi va vé tic vu clia
Plic Giésu,* Song da ¢§ hinh thanh mdt dang thin hoc vé& Nute
Thién Chia, c6 kha niing mdt mit giGip lam sing tb 1§ do vé mdt
56 diéu Pic Giésu da n6i, da lam, va mit khic, gitip cho hiéu
ciing (ing dung vao trong cudc sdng gitta thé gidi ngay nay, ¥
nghiia tiém 4n ndi con ngudsi Pc Giésu va sif diép clia Ngai vé
Nuéce Thién Chiia. V& méi tudng quan gitta Nute Thién Chlia va
nhimg I35 néi, viéc 1am trong ddi Pic Giésu, Song cho ring “vién

52 Xin xem Tell Us Our Names, tt. 163-180, va Theology from the Womb, w. 177-
186.

5 Jesus and the Reign of God, . ix.

** Song logi bd viée diing céic phung thife *tiéu sif’ va “riét hoc” vao nd luc xay
dung mit nén thiin hoc vé Nutc Thién Chia, cho rling phuong thitc diu chi
nhiim dét nén mdt tiéu sif hoic mdt “cude dusi” clia P Giésu; cdn phung thiic
sau thi chi bi&t dua ra mdt loat nhithg nguyén tic thin hoc nhu da timg thiy trong
truyén thdng Tay phuong. Xin xem Jesus and the Reign of God, tt. x-xi.
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tugng mang lai ngudn hiing d€ Ngai n6i nhitng gi Ngai da lam,
vién tugng don thic Ngai Iam nhing gi Ngai da 1am, chinh 1a
Nuéc Thién Chiia. Vién tugng vé Nude Thién Chia 1a nguyén tic
chit gidi gitp cho hiéu vé& cude s8ng va tac vu clia Pic Giésu, 1a
chuin tiéu dao Iy vén md cho thdy nhan sinh quan va thé gidi
quan clia Ngai, 1a nén tdng thdn hoc clia mdi quan h¢ giita Ngai
véi Thien Choia va v&i ngubsi ddng loai cita Ngai, chng Ia vi trf It
th& canh chung tir d6, Ngai ndi két lam mot hién tai va hdi chung
cuc thdi gian. Tat mdt 13, twa nhu chi€c kinh phéng anh, vién
tugng vé Nudc Thién Chiia md ra truéc mit mdt bidc tranh phéng
16n vé cudc song va the gidi theo nhin quan clia Pic Giésu, cling
nhu vé cude sdng va thé gi6i theo nhiin quan ma ci chiing ta nifa,
chéing ta c6 bdn phan phai c6.™*

Dua theo hai hinh 4nh kinh thinh vé bita tiéc 16n (Lc 14:16-
24) va vé “wdi méi dat méi” (Kh 21:1.22-24), Song phéc hoa ra
vién cinh Bic Giésu thdy truGe vé Nu6e Thién Chia.* Nhu bita
tiéc moi ngudhi dude mdsi tham dy, Nude Thién Chia bao trim it

33 Jesus and the Reign of God, tr. 2.

% Song ua dung diic ngir “Nutic Thién Chéia” hon B thanh ngif “Vuong quic
Thién Chéa.” Theo Song, thanh ngir “Vuong qudc Thién Chia™ ham ngy ¢
nghia chi v& Finh thd quic gia, chi v& ch& 89 phong ki&n va cd ciiu quén chil, tlic
[a chi v& mdt nén vin héa chuyén quyén. Va nhu thé, néu dugc hiéu theo cich
dai da s0 cic kitd hitu thuting quan ni¢m, nhu [a géin chiit ndi lién véi cdng tinh
cifu d clia Thién Chiia, thi thanh ngir 3y s& dua d&n chd ngd nhin € coi d6
mot thién vuong quéc dly hin hoan va hanh phiic, danh riéng cho mdt minh
ho... Trong khi d6, dis viin chuta hoain hoan thich déng, thi it nhit dac ngir “Nutc
Thién Chtia” cing khong lam cho lién wing dén mdt thir mifc gidi phin cich,
hodic vé phia chinh trj hay v& mat ton gido. Tiém ngu trong dac ngif nay b niém
vimg tin riing chinh Thign Chia dich thin nim quyén binh chif khdng phai cic
gidi chic trong Gido Hi, va viée wyén xung cho thdy riing Thién Chda hanh
quyén trong mit cich thike hét stk dc bigt: Nguti ning ké ngheo hen 1én, va
ban truyén quyén niing cho nhithg ai bi &p bic” (Jesus and the Reign of God, 39).
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ca; bao ham tinh 1a nét dic tnmg clia Nudc Thién Chia: “Phat
xudt tir duding 18i clia Nudc Thién Chia, cung cich hanh dong clia
Pitc Gigsu vén md cho thdy nhiéu diéu. Trube tién va trong yé&u
hon hét Ja cho thdy Thién Chia 2 ai, va Nguti da tién hanh nhu
th& ndo hoat ddng c(iu dd clia Ngutsi & trong the gidi. Ding Thién
Chia ma cung cich Dic Giésu ddi xif véi dan chiing chi€u 15 cho
thdy, ]a mdt Pang Thién Chia khong may may k¥ thi ddi véi ho,
dir v& mat tin nguBng, mau da hay gidi tinh. Ca Thién Chia nifa,
Ngusi cling 1a mdt Thién Chtia ‘vo giai cip’ ™’

Va, gidng tdfi mdi dit mdéi, NuGe Thien Chia ludn ludn va
nhat thi€t phii bao gdm ca nhitg chiéu kich xa hdi, chinh tri va
kinh & Cdng trinh cfftu @ Nutc Thién Chia ti€n hanh, “khdng
phai la viéc ctu rdi riéng 1€ cic linh hdn, nhung Ia cong cude cliu
dd mang lai sy sdng cho nhiing k& da chét, chinh don lai nhing
sai 1dm do cdc ngutsi cim quy@n gy ra, va triét hily tin goc &
nhitng bat cdng ma cdc hé thdng va cic ch€ dd ma quii da budc
nhitg ké y&u th€ phai ganh chiu™*

Song con nhiin manh thém riing cich hiéu Nuéc Thién Chta

nhu [a mdt thuc thé bao ham gdm tron, nhu fa mdt cude gidi
phéng ci vé mat xa hdi, chinh tri Iin vé& mat kinh &, phai dam ré

%7 Jesus and the Reign of God, tr. 8.

% Jesus and the Reign of God, tr. 57. Cho riing Nutc Thién Chiia bao gdm ci
nhimg chiéu kich xa hoi, chinh tri va kinh € clia cudc sBng con nguthi, a mdt §
ki€n da ducke rOng rii chip nhin. Tuy nhién, xem ra ddi ltic Song nhiin manh
qué nhiéu dén cic chidu kich d6 trong cich Pic Giésu hidu v& Nutc Thién
Chaa: “Pric Giésu phai vt va kho nhoc méi thiét dat dugc mdt nén vin hoa xiy
dung trén cd s Nutc Thién Chiia dutic hidu theo cich nhin clia Ngai. B&i vi
Ngai, hon hiin mdt § niém ton gido, Nutic Thién Chiia mdf ra ci mt vién cinh
xi hoi va chinh tri. Nutic Thién Chiia phai fa cilu tric od bin clia mdt xa hdi, phai
[a nén tng clia mdt cdng ddng. Va nhur thé, Nutc Thién Chia a mdt bién cd
van héa" (ibid., tr. 105).
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sdu vao trong hién thuc clia th€ gidi ngy nay, va khdng coi d6 1a
mdt bi€n ¢8 don thuin cinh chung, chi xay ra vao hdi chung cuc
thdi gian, trong th€ gi6i bén kia. VA nhu th€, theo Song, Nutc
Thién Cha 8 xty cho “mdt nén viin héa truyén nang” (a culture
of empowerment), ttic 1a am cho nhiing k& b 4p béic, nhiing ngubi
bi tudc doat s& hit, § thic dugc ring minh dang phéi ginh chiu
canh sBng bt cong dé tir 46 manh dan ra tay chdng cy.*

Du [a cdng trinh clia Thién Chta, A mdt bi€n ¢ do chinh
Thién Chta dién khai, thi theo Song, Nudc Thién Chiia van cin
d&n hai diéu: tni6c tién 1 ciin c6 nhitng ngusi chiing da timg thay,
da ting nhin ra va phén bi¢t Nudc dy véi nhitng dang mau nguy
tao; thit d&n Ja ciin c6 nhitng nhin chimg 1am hién thian cho Nutc
ay qua viéc, biing cich nay hay céch khic, dem chinh con ngutsi
minh d€ s8ng va hoat dong cho Nudc dy. Gidng nhu Pc Giésu
ngay trudc, con ngudi thdi nay cling phai lam ching giita mt
canh trang sdi bong vdi nhimg vu xung ddt va nhimg cudc diu
tranh cho tf do, cdng biing, tinh thudng va s song, chdng lai thim
trang nd I&, bit cdng, hiin thi va chét choc®

Va cudi cling, cin luu § d&€n diém quan trong nay 12 du c6 lap
di Iap lai va nhin manh cic chiu kich xa hoi, chinh tri va kinh &
clia Nu6c Thién Chta, Song vin khdng quén riing Nutc Thién
Chiia cling mang lai on tha thir ti 18i va on gidi phong khoi stic
ning clia 4c thin, va ring Nudc Ay chi dat d€n mic thanh tuu tron
ven, sung mén trong thdji sdng lai cinh chung. Nhung, Song da
vdi va nhiin dinh thém ngay riing viéc sng lai khdng phai la mot
bi€n ¢d tach riéng, khdng may may quan lién téi nhiing g chiing

9 Xin xem Jesus and the Reign of God, tr. 136: “Nute Thién Chiia tao 1ip nén
mdt nén van héa truyén ning.”

“ Xin xem Phin III, uia d& “Nhin ching” trong cudn Jesus and the Reign of
God.
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ta dang thuc hién cho Nudc Thién Chaa: “Vigc song lai khong
x6a bd mit di qua khit. P6 1a diu chi [bi tich] clia nuéc mit da
timg chdy ra, clia khd nhoc da titng génh chiu, va clia sur ch&t mai
ghi siu trong ky Gic. Ddu chi dy xic chiing ring nu6c mit da
khong chay ra vd ich, khd nhoc ginh chiu chinh Ia cinh ‘mang
ning dé dau’ chia hy vong, va sir chét duge hdi tudng khong phai
dé gy sg sét, nhung Ia d€ bién thanh sif sdng... Tin vo sif sdng
hoi sinh tif nhimg d& nat cdn lai clia cic cude xung ddt giita cinh
ddi nhin th€, 1a hanh dong phat nguyén tir chinh Thién Chiia,
Chia clia siic ning bi€n déi; hoat dong nhiim bién déi, cii thién
canh sdng con ngudi A mdt 18 kéu mdi vong Ién tir nhiin quan da
¢6 vé& Nudc Thién Chia”™'

Nhu vdy, phin phéc tinh trén diy da gidi thiu cho thay
dang thin hoc clia Song vé& NuGc Thién Chia, dugm nhuin tinh
thin Kinh Thanh siu diam d&n miic nao. Tuy nhién, nhu di nhic
dén tnuGe day, dang thin hoc nay cling con mang mot sic thai
khac cin duge Iuu §; d6 Ia tinh chit dic thh Chau A. Qua thé,
dang thin hoc Song d& xuft, mang dam sic thai Chiu A ngay tir
trong cich Song Iua chon va nhian manh d&n nhimng diém gido
hudn Kinh Thénh; tuy nhién, tic gid chi chon nhitng gi dic bigt
lién quan véi hoan canh sdng ctia con din Chau A, ma khdng
may luu tim d&n céc diém gido huin khéc cling cla Kinh Thanh.
Song thuting xuyén doc st diép Kinh Thinh qua ling kinh cla
cinh ngho déi va 4p bic dai da s8 con din Chiu A dang phai
ginh chiu. Ngoai ra, trong khi khai trién dang thin hoc basileia
clia dng, Song di duing rit nhiéu dén nhiig ciu truyén va nhitg
sur kién xa hdi, chinh tri va kinh t€ trong lich sir tan ciing nhu ¢
ctia Chau A, k& tir ciu truyén din gian Trung quic vé ba Meng®

' Jesus and the Reign of God, tr. 286.
%2 Xin xem tic phiim clia Song, tta d&: The Tears of Lady Meng.
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cho d&n nhithg cinh hudng hién gip thdy tai Philippines, Viét
Nam, Pai Loan, Nhat Ban, Dai Han, Thai Lan va Hongkong; d6
1 chi ké ra nhitg ndi Song nhéc t6i nhiéu nht.

Hon nifa, nhithg nhin thic chi huéng ctia thin hoc dng, Song
da rt ra tir rét nhiéu ciu truy@n, bai tho, tiu thuy&t, nr truyén céc
cA nhin, bai ca, di¢u vii va cdng trinh ngh@ thuiit khic nhau clia
ngutsi Chiu A. Ong cling da thau lugm nhimg I5i hay § dep va
gido hudn clia hién nhén, cling nhu sich thanh clia céc tdn gido
Chau A, dé song song ddi chi€u véi gido huin Kinh Thénh kitd
vé Nu6c Thién Cha.® Nhu Song da nhén dinh, “toan bd cude
séng 1a cd mdt md nguyén lidu cho thin hoc. Thiin hoc nghién
ciiu nhitng vin dé cu thé c6 anh huding d&€n cudc sdng trong toan
bd chia né, chit khdng phai [a nhimg § niém tritu tigng chi don
thuéin dinh liu téi cic bd ndo thin hoc. Khong mdt vin dé ndo cla
con ngudsi Ia qué hen ha, 12 qué tim thuding nhd bé ddi véi thin
hoc ci. Thin hoc phai diu vat véi dat, chit khdng phai véi i ™

Trung thanh véi cic nguyén tic dy, Song d& xuit mdt dang
thin hoc vé NuGc Thién Cha (basileia theology) dAm ré siu vao
trong long ‘tréi dat’ (th€ gi6i) nay, va hon niffa, vao trong long dat
Chau A, ma vin khong bd quén di tinh chit siu viét cd ban.
Pugc nudi dutng bdi gido 1§ clia cic ngdn st Do théi va st diep
clia Pic Giésu, bdi cic nd Iuc hoat ddng cho cong biing, nhin
phiim, hda binh va tinh thudng, cling nhur duge thim méu va nue
miit cia nhitng con din Chéu A bi tuGc hét quyén va bj 4p b,
roi con kin mic duge da hiing khdi tir cude diu tranh gidi phong
clia ho, thin hoc v& Nue Thién Chiia clia Song I2 dang thén hoc
duge khai trién rong ri va phong phii nhit giita cic tic phim do

V& viéc Song ding cic ciu truy@n vao trong thiin hoc clia dng, xin xem cich
riéng cudn Tell Us Our Names: Story Theology from an Asian Perspective.
® Tell Us Our Names, r. 6.
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gidi thin hoc gia Chau A ngay nay, viét vé cling mdt chii dé.

_ 1L BASILEIA TOU THEOU
VAN L}g BIEU TUQONG CO Y NGHIA
POI VOI NGUOI CHAU A?

Trong phén t3ng két nay, bai viét sé dua ra, du chi 12 viin tit,
mot s nhan dinh lién quan dén sdu cich thitc quan niém vé biéu
tugng Nudc Thién Chia, gap thdly trong céc tac phim do gidi
thin hoc gia Chau A, viét vé Nu6c Thién Chiia, nhu d3 phéc trinh
trén day. Ngodi ra, tic gid Bi viét cling xin ducc néi 1én nhimg
suy t ctia minh vé& biéu tugng Nudc Thién Chiia trong quan hé
v6i nén viin héa thim nhuén hoc thuy&t Khdng T, bdi d6 1a mot
dic nét nhiéu dan nuée Chau A cling ¢6 chung.

1. Rao truyén va lam chiing cho Nu6c Thién Chia Ia st mang
chii y€u va ddu tién clia Gido Hoi Kitd, ngay ci tai Chau A.
Thich d8 hang diu sit mang dy phai ddi dién, khong chi nim &
chd phai tim cho ra mdt cdng thiic thich ding dé biéu dat dic ngir
basileia tou theou trong céc thit ti€ng khéc nhau tai Chau A 5 Mt
cong tic khic cam go hon nhiéu, d6 Ia truyén dat cho chinh xic
Bt 161 ndi dung st diép Kinh Thanh vé& Nudc Thién Chaa, va got
bd cho sach di nhimg 16i hiéu méo mo, thém thit thuding di lién
véi qué trinh lich st clia viéc gii thich ndi dung dy. N&i lién biéu

65 Cach chung, chon ra tir trong cdic thir ti€ng Chiu A, mdt cong thifc tung
dudng vdi dic ngit basileia tou theou khdng phii Fa chuyén kho; bdi nhiéu nutc
Chau A di timg c6 (nhu Trung Qudk, Pai Han, Vigt Nam va Campuchia), hoiic
dang c6 (nhu Thai Lan va Nhit Bin) nhithg hoang d& hoic vua. D3i véi tif theos,
ai cling thifa bi&t Ia trong th€ k¥ 17, tai Trung Quidc, da timg cd mdt cude tranh
ludn kéo dai va gay go d€ xem tif ndo trong ba Gif thién, thién chiia hoic thugmg
&, duie coi I thich ding cho viée xuing danh Thién Chaa.
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tugng Nude Thién Chia véi nhitng ham ¢ chi vé tinh cach phu he,
ddc dodn a mdt trong nhimg céch giai thich méo mé thubing gip
thiy. Nhu di thay, d€ trinh nhimg ham § gay ngd nhan nhu thé,
Song thuting duing dic ngir “Nudc Thién ChGa” hon 1a thanh ngir
“Vudng quoc Thién Chaa.”

Suf viéc viin héa clia nhiéu nuéc nhu Trung Qudc, Pai Loan,
Viét Nam, Pai Han va Nhat, chiu dnh huding sdu dam clia hoc
thuy&t Piic Khdng, am cho mdi nguy ngd nhin cang trd nén
trAim trong hon thém véi ch€ do phu hé, vdi chl nghia chuyén
quyén giai trit, rdi tir théi 1€ phai ving phuc mi quing va phai gitf
moi sif trong nguyén trang. Nhu da o, xa hdi Khdng gido duc t8
chifc chit ché theo mang Iudi cic quan h¢ xing hgp gitta: vua va
dan, chdng va vg, cha me va con cii. Pugc hdi vé ban chit chinh
thyc clia viéc cai tri, Piic Khdng trd 16i: “Lam sao d& vua thytc syf
1a vua, quan thyc sy Ia quan, cha thuc sy Ia cha, va con thuc su' la
con.™®

Trong bdi cinh vin héa dy, Ia diéu quan y&u dén mic song
chét, viec khiing quy&t vé quyén binh ding cd bin clia moi ngutsi
trong NuGe Thién Chia, cling nhu nhin manh dén tinh chit ngdn
st cia Nu6e Thién Chtia va bdn phan phai néi thit vdi quyén
binh. Song néu bt sy viéc ngudi kitd Chau A c6 khuynh hudng

% The Analects of Confucius (Luin Ngit), do Arthur Waley dich va chi thich
(New York: Vintage Books, 1939), XII, 11. Trong cudn Doctrine of the Means
(Trung Dung), XX, 8, cic mdi quan h¢ dugkc x€p thanh 5 logi: gilfa vua va quan,
gilta cha va con, giifa chdng va vd, gilfa anh va em, va giita ban hitu véi nhau.
Nim loai quan hé nay dugc hung dfin bdi ba diic sau diy: thic dat, hao hiép,
nghi Iutc. Phufong cch qua dé, cic mdi quan hé dute thé hign, I Tong qua cim.
Vi dao ditc hoc clia Khdng T, cich riéng I vé cic khai niém: ditec, nhan, quén
1, chinh danh, hiéu, chinh, va trung, xin xem Peter C. Phan, *“The Christ of Asia:
An Essay on Jesus as the Eldest Son and Ancestor,” Sudia Missionalia 45
(1996) 2940.
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dong nhit hoa long than phyuc d&i véi Thién Chia véi viéc tuin
phuc quyén binh chinh tri, v coi viéc déin than vio trong cic cong
tac thude lanh vite chinh tri, xa hdi 1a khong thich hgp vdi dic tin
kitd, hodic hon nifa, c6 hai cho phin rdi. Dua theo gido hudn kinh
thanh v& Nudc Thién Chda, Song khiing quy&t khong chiit chin
chir ring: “H& ngudsi kitd sOng duGi ch& dd chuyen quyén ép biic
cang m&i quan tim d6i véi cic viin & chinh tri mang tinh cich
khdsi nghia, chéng lai va 1at 08, thi cang di ding véi dubing 15i
chinh tri clia Thién Chia. D& xic dinh cho r© hon: néu khong
cong tuyén mot sir diép cong biang nao cho gidi cim quyén dang
ddi xi{r bit cdng véi dan chiing, thi c6 nghia la Gido Hoi tr dat
minh ra ngoai duting huGng chinh tri ctia Thién Chia™’

Di nhién, long thio hiéu, ditc hanh tiéu biu trong Khdng gido,
ciing 2 nhin difc cd ban trong Nudc Thién Chtia. Nhu the, bdi vi
Thién Chia Ia Cha, “a ngudn g6 moi gia toc trén trdsi dubi dat”
nén moi tinh thio hiéu doi véi bat c(f ai trong loai ngudsi,du 1a vua
hay cha me, thi cling déu phai dugc dat dudi va phai duge dinh
gi4 dua theo long thio hi€u cling thdi d9 thin phuc clia con ngudi
ddi v&i Thién Chda, 1a Pang duy nhit tri vi trong Nubc Thién
Cha (basileia tou theou).

2. Cic suy tf trén diy cling vén md cho thoéng thily van dé
ban d&n sau day, tic 1a am the nao d& c6 thé dua ngudsi Chau A
d&n chd nhan ring Nudc Thién Chia bao gdm ci nhiing chiéu
kich xa hoi, chinh tri va kinh t& nifa. Ai cling déu rd 1 c4c tdn gido
nhut An gido va Phat gido hiing ra stic ¢8 v, it 1a gitfa dai chiing,
thdi 0 coi thuting suf thé va ¢f lanh thodt cho khdi cdi ddsi nay,
cho khoi cude song hién tai (samsara), coi dé 1a ao widng (maya)
hoiic Ta b& khd (dukkha). Muc dich Ta tim cich cit di (moksa)

" Third-Eve Theology, tr. 236.
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hoic giai thoat (nirvana) cho khi sy sdng, du sy sdng ¢4 nhan d6
c6 duge coi nhu mdt ban ngd (arman hodc jiva), hay chi nhu 1a
mdt chudi dai clia vd s& nhitng khodnh khic, lién tuc chuyén di va
ti€p nGi nhau nhiip cu Vo trong cc than thé (luan hdi).

Tuong tf nhy thé, dao 1§ Lio gido v& vb vi, va v& viéc cin
phii di theo tnic gidic hay tinh ty phat phi chi tim va phi tiéu dich
trong cudc séng giita thién nhién, xa hdi, ciing nhu trong ddi sdng
cic ci nhan, 1a nhiing gi ti€p sifc nudi dudng thai dd khoanh tay
thu dong tnide sur e va bat cdng. Hon nita, 10i day chia Lio gido
néi ring cc ca nhin va cdc nha nuGc phéi gitf quan h¢ chit ché
v6i ngudn sing tao, ngudn cdi nguyén thity, khdng biét héa, tua
nhut mdt “nguyén khi chua duc d&o,” c6 thé gy ra tim trang
nhut chi, khdng cdn c6 nghi lyc d€ d& xuit nhithg sdng ki€n nhim
cai cich céc cd ch€ 4p bc va Idp phuong an hoat ddng cho xa
rong thay vi chi biét mdt muc bo bo chi biét lo c6 mt diéu 12
vé véi ngudn cdi.

Hoc thuy&t Khdng Tif — tiing bi Lio gido chi trich bdi chi coi
con ngu®i nhut 2 mdt hitu thé thuin 1§, mdt chir thé luan 1y dao
ditc v&i nhimg nghia vu i loai di véi xa hdi, ddi véi qudc gia —
khiing quy&t vé& ban chat tot lanh cia con ngudsi, va vé quan h¢
hai hoa giita luan thuting dao 1§ loai nguthi vdi quy trinh ludn hanh
trong trifi dit. Chimg ki€n cAnh hdn don vé mit xa hdi va chinh tri
trong thdfi ngai, Pitc Khdng dd dua ra mdt phuong thitc diéu tri:
trds lai v6i con dubng ditc hanh da bi roi vao tinh trang 1d1a tir thosi
céc bic hién d€ cd dai. Nhimg ddic hanh — ma quan nz 1a hién
thin — gdm céc dic nhu nhan, I8, nghia, tri, tin cho d&n chinh
danh va hi¢u de.

Tuy cht tAm trudc tién vao nd Iuc tr tu luyén clia cic ¢4 nhin,
dao ditc hoc Khdng gido vin nhin 12 1& I5i sdng céc c4 nhan c6
anh huding trén cic thuc thé xa hdi nhu la gia dinh va 3 quic.
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Qua viy, sich Pai Hoc nhian dinh rfing mudn ‘tri quéc’ thi tniGe
tién cin phii chim lo ‘tu than’ qua nd lyc im hiéu cic sy vat, va
lo cho ¢6 dude chan § cing chinh tim, i ti€p d6, phi biét thu
x€p viéc nha clia minh, tic 12 ‘t& gia’.* Quy trinh tu luyén bit diu
tif ¢4 nhin, di qua gia dinh, rdi d&n 8 qudc. D vay, c6 thé néi Ia
Khing gido khong ¢6 duge mdt nén dao dic xi hdi thuc su ‘dl
1ong di canh’.®

D€ b dip cho thi€u sét trong viéc quan tim dén chiéu kich
xa hoi va dé mang lai mot thm nhin rdng md cho nén luin 1y dao
d(ic theo truyén thdng Khdng gido, ning tinh chit ci nhin chi
nghia, thin hoc v& Nutc Thién Chtia s& néu cao sit digp vé mot
Ping Thién Chia b o Iap tning, vé cdng biing xa hdi va hoat
dong gidi phong, cling nhur vé sif viéc c¢in phai dé bep céc od ciiu
ap biic, va néu cén, thi ci biing con duting cich mang, khi khdng
cdn cd thé 1am gi duge hon, tic néu dé qua Ia cach the cudi cing.
Hon nifa, thin hoc NuGc Thién Chtia cdn c6 thé gitip cho céc ton
gifio Chau A rit ra dugk tir cic diém gido 1§ clia minh, tiém nang
dé gbp sitc vao viee bién cai xa hdi. Pieris da c6 dip néu bat anh
huding sau dam ma ddi song kho ngheo tf nguyén theo gido huin
Nha Phat, tig gay dudc trong cic lanh wifc chinh tri va kinh &,
Noi con ngudsi nha suf Phat gido, hién hién rd tinh thin dn gido va
ditc kh6 ngheo. Ty ban chit, nha sit A ngubsi tir bd Thin tién
(Mammon) Wi 1§ do ton gido dao diic (chién dau dé wr nguyén
séng ddi ngheo kh), hiu tiép tay gifip nhitng ngudsi ngheo vé& mit

% Xin xem bin van ndi ti€ng trong cudn Grear Learning, ban dich clia James
Legge (Oxford: Clarendon, 1893), doan 6.

“ P ciing Ia két luiin clia Peter K. H. Lee va Wong Yuk dua ra trong bai viét
“Ta-T ung and the Kingdom of God,” Ching Feng, 41, 4 (1988) 239: Confucia-
nism has yet to develop fully the idea of social justice. Confucianists would have
difficulty with the idea of public ownership.”
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kinh t&, xa hdi (du tranh cho gidi nghto bing cich 1am sao dé
thay d3i tan gdc chc cd ciu (e ché trong xa hdi, do Thin tién 4p
dat). Qua 16i sdng nghto kh6 tf nguyén, nha su thuc hién cude
giai phéng ndi tim, gidi phong khdi Idong tham, khoi théi ham thu
tich (Pitc Phit coi d6 1a nguyén nhan lam phét sinh moi thtt khd
dau, nhu doc thdy trong “Chén Iy Cao quy™ thif hai clia ngai); con
qua 13i sdng khé ngheo cho ngudi ngheo, nha su gitip thyc hién
cudc gidi phéng xa hoi, giai phong khdi canh ngheo ma céc cd
clu ttc ché ap dat trén ddi sdng quin ching.”

Cliing thé, trong anh séng thin hoc vé Nudc Thién Chia, gido
huéin clia Khdng Tir vé “Thién Ménh” clia vua (cling nhu' clia gii
linh dao chinh tri n6i chung) va vé nghia vu clia ngudsi cai tri ddi
véi viéc cham lo thuc thi diic hanh hdu giit cho tron va di cho
diing con duting thién ménh, c6 thé duge (g dung nhim muu
cdu cdng ich va d& cli bién xa hoi.”' Cudn Kinh Thi da ting
khuyén nha vua: “Hay chim lo vun tréng ditc hanh. Va khong
ngiig ra stic ma s&ng cho hgp véi Thien Ménh.” Con cudn Kinh
Siz thi n6i: “Lam gi, nha vua ciing phai td ra nghiém tic. Nha vua

™ Pieris néu bt cho thily fing trong ur the I bi€u wiong clia tinh thin ©n gifio
dan ngho va diic khd ngheo tn giso, cdng doan ting tif [ting ni] (sangha) Phit
gifo dong gill vai trd khong chi thudn tiy ©n gifio ma cdn ci chinh tr nita. Qua
vay, véi I18i sdng ma Pieris goi Ia cich thiic thi “chii nghia xa hdi ton gido,” cic
sangha Phat gio, cach riéng I cic chng doan séng tai céic viing ndng thon, da
gilf nguy@n dugic nhitg hat gidng gidi phong m tdn gido va cinh khé ngheo da
ddng & higp I giao vii. Xin xem An Asian Theology of Liberation, tr. 43.

"' N6i chung, nhimg nguthi theo Nho gio (hoc thuyé&t Piic Khdng) tnc thisi nha
Thanh (618-907) d hiéu thién ménh theo nghiia 4 § dinh clia Trdji lién quan dén
vide dat dinh cude dii clia con nguts; trong khi dé, cic hoc gia trong cc thé ky
10-13, cich riégng |a Chu His, lai hidu nhur I chi vé ban chit clia su vat.

" Book of Odes, bai 235. Xin xem A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, do
Wing-Tsit Chan thu thip va phién dich (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1963), tr. 7.
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khdng thé xao ling d& khdng s&ng ngni®m *t:c trong diic hanh.™™

Theo sét truyén thong ay, Khdng Tir da nhiéu lin nhin manh
dén nghia vy clia nha vua, nghia vu ldy dic hanh va chinh Iy ma
huéng din con dan: “Huéng din dan nutc bing bién phap cai tri,
va dung phép luit cting hinh phat ma diéu hanh ho, thi ho s& trinh
lam di€u sai trii, nhung ho s& khong ¢ thic gi duge vé danh du
véi & danh. Lay diic hanh ma huéng dn ho, 1ay quy tic clia chinh
1¢ ma diéu hanh ho, thi ho s& c6 dudc § thiic vé & danh, va hon
nifa, s& biétra sttc sdng chinh tnfe”* Pugc hdi vé didu dude coi [a
quan trong bic nhit d&i véi dit nude: vii khi, ludng thuc hay Ia
long dan tin tudng? Pic Khing trd 1i 1 rang [a n&u ciin phai
chon, thi ngai s& khong giif lai hai th{t diu, bdi “khong c6 long
dan tin tudng thi khdong mdt dit nuée ndo co thé tdn tai)” Va:
“Néu chinh minh biét sdng chinh tnfc, thi ching cin ra 1énh,
nguthi cAim quyén ciing dudc nghe theo. Tréi lai, néu nguth cim
quyén khong song chinh tnie, thi ¢ ra Iénh, cling chiing ai nghe
theo.™ Cudi cling, theo Khdng T, din s8 mdt nudc ¢ it oi thi
ciing khong phai Ia viin d&; vin dé nim & chd “phan phdi ti sdn
khong ddng déu™ “Bdi khi tai sin dugc phin phdi ddng déu, thi
sé khong con canh ngheo déi; khi c6 dudc biu khi hai hoa, thi sé
khong c6 viin dé dan it dan nhiéu; va khi c6 dudc cénh an cu théi
binh, thi chéing con nguy cd nio de doa dét nudc nita.””

Dt chi Ia mdt s& nhd, thi nhitng 18i trich din trén diy cta
Khdng Tt vin cho thiy 1 dugc riing ngay ci truyén thdng Nho

™ Book of History, “The Annoucement of Duke Shao." trong A Source Book, tr.
8.

™ The Analects, 2.3, rong A Source Book, tr. 22.

73 The Analects, 12.4, trong A Source Book, tr. 39.

" The Analects, 13.6, trong A Source Book, tr. 41.

7" The Analects, 16.1, trong A Source Book, r. 45.
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gifio ciing khdng coi quayén binh clia ngudi cai tri 1 tuyét d6i,
trubing tdn, trdi lai, cho hi€u A quy&n binh d6 phat xudt tir mdt
ngudn cdi thin linh ndo d6, nhu duge ngdm hiéu qua cich goi
hoang d€ Bing danh tuéc “Con Tri;” vA hon nifa, qua viéc nhin
nhin nén ting clia quyén binh Ay Ia Thién Ménh, tiic mot thif luat
luén 1y dao diic t hitu ma diém cdt 16i chinh I “ddc”. Tudng lai
lau bén clia mdt viong triéu duge ddm bio khong phii Ia do mot
thit thin quyén ndo d6, ma Ia do nhitng viéc am 5t cha ngudsi
cAm quyén, nhiim t6i nd luc phat huy cdng bing, binh ding vé
mat kinh &, va hoa binh.

True ca thasi Pic Khdng, Li Ko ciing da timg Ién tiéng d€ bio
v& quyén Igi clia dan chiing, chdng lai va 1at d8 nha cAm quyén
bét cong — b thi€u diic dd ma — da d4nh mét Thien Ménh: “Lg
do tdn tai clia ngudli cim quyén chinh a d& din dit dan minh va
stta chifa nhitng sai 1dm ctia ho. Vay, n€u chinh ngutfi cim quyén
lai cf ngim ngim sOng cudc ddi truy lac va 1o a trong bdn phan
lo cho dén, thi dan s& khdng dugc slta sai khi ho 16i 1am, va nhu
th€, diéu xau s& lan trn trAim trong hon. Néu cif nudng theo diéu
xiu ma cai tri din, thi ngudsi cAm quyén s& ngd quy va khong sao
diing 1én dudc nita... Mot khi [ngudi cAm quyén) da rdi vao canh
tan rui nhu thé, thi ndo cdn mdt ai khée thudng nita..)”

Cung véi st diep bidu tgng Do thii-Kitd v& Nutc Thién
Chiia tiém chifa, gido huiin clia cic ton gifo Chau A, nhy phic
tinh trén day, c6 thé phdi hgp dé dé xuat mdt nhin quan, mdt
phuong 4n cho nd Iuc hoat ddng xay dyng cdng bing va hda binh
gilfa X hoi.

"® Lu Yii, 1, 15, rong Fung Yu-Lan, A History of Chinese Philosophy, cudn 1, The
Period of the Philosophers, ban dich ciia Berk Podde (Princeton: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 1952), tr. 41.
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2. Bi€u tugng Nude Thién Chiia duge gifi dén khdng nhimg
nhu 12 mdt thich & cho giGi cAm quyén, nhu B mdt 10i chan 1y
néi véi quyén binh, ma cdn nhu [a Tin Mimg cho nhitng khdi
quin chiing ddng dio. Pieris da bién Iuan c6 19 ring dai da s&
nguti din Chau A d&u 1 nhithg ngudii vita séng manh tinh thin
ton gido, vifa phai vat Idn véi cinh nghto, va riing néu cé st
mang ir& thinh chan 1§ mang lai sir sSng, chin 1§ khong nhitg rai
ma con A cfia Chau A, thi sit diép chia NuGc Thién Chiia phai
duge gidi thidu tuGe h&t cho ngutsi ngheo c6 long dao, bdi ho Ia
nhitng “ngutsi nhan” (addresses) hang dau clia st digp Zy. Diéu
d6 c6 nghia 1a ngay nay, sit mang kit® cin phai luu § d€ trédnh ddn
hét chii tim vao gidi tinh hoa (elite) Chau A, nhut @ thily qua 18
xif the thtii tnidc cha Matteo Ricci ddi véi cac nho gid bén Trung
Qudk, hoic clia Roberto Nobili d&i véi cac i t&€ Balamdn bén An
P?d. Ngude lai, ngudsi kit) phai d6¢ toan Ic vio tic vu cdng b3 Tin
Mimg Nuéc Thién Chia tnite tién cho thuing dan, thuting la dan
ngheo va bi chen ép, ap b, tic Ia gidi tién dan (minjung). Tuy
nhién, d€ cho c6 hi¢u qua, thi tic vu cdng bd ay phai lam sao di
xa hon nhitng 18 n6i sudng, tic phai thuc sif trd thanh hanh dong
cu thé, phai bi€t cing chung stic ddu cit véi gidi tién dan trong
céc hoat ddng nhiim dem lai tr do, cdng biang va ddi song sung
tic cho nhitg ai bi G doat hét moi quyén cd ban clia con
ngudsi.

Hon nifa, ngudsi kitd con cin phai triit bd di quan niém cho
ring minh da sin c6 mdt nén thin hoc véi cdu triic hoan bi va cb
giA td khiip ndi trong th& gidi, € day cho nhiing ngudi ngheo c6
Jong dao tai Chau A va khdng c6 gi cin phai hoc tif phia nhitng
ngutsi nay cd. Nhiéu 1im — nhu ngudsi ta thuting nghi — la ngudsi
kitd c6 bdn phan hdi nhap biéu tugng Nudc Thién Chiia vao trong
viin héa Chau A biing cich thich nghi thin hoc kitd véi céch suy
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nghi ban x{ va véi phong tuc dia phuong. Khdng phai chi nhu
vity, bdi cdn hon nifa, thin hoc Chau A phai 12 thanh qua clia mdt
o8 ging chung tif phia ngudi kitd 1An tir phia ngutsi khdng-kitd, c8
giing dé tim hiéu v& nhimg gl Thién Chaa hién dang néi véi Chau
A ngay nay, va phii dugc xdy dyng trén cd sd clia nhitng kinh
nghi¢m c6 chung, kinh nghiém tdn gido cling nhu kinh nghi@m xa
hdi chinh tri. Ngoai cic Cong doan Kitd Cd bin, cdn cin phai c6
cic Cong doan Nhin bin Cd ban, trong d6, thin hoc kitd phii
dugc thai nghén va 16n 1én. N6i cich khéc, sit mang clia ngudsi
kitd phai Ia mot sit mang song ddi, bao gdm ci cong tic hdi nhap
vin héa (ma cude di thoai lién ton 1 thanh phin) lan hoat ddng
gidi phéng; hai y&u (3 ndy cki 1a hai mdt khia canh clia cling miot
vin d&. Chinh & trong bdi cinh hai chiéu kich &y, thin hoc vé
Nudc Thién Cha cin phai dude khai tri€n; c6 th&, thi méi nhan
ra duge ring d6 1a mdt dang thin hoc thuc sy trung thanh véi
truyén thdng kitd, va thifm dim tinh chilt dic thi Chau A.

4. Thi&t nghi: kinh nghiém gidi phéng Ia con duding t&t nhat
din tdi chd hiu 1 va stng that tinh ‘nhung khdng’ (gratuitous-
ness) cia Nuéc Thién Chaa. Lich sif néu cho thily riing cic tin
hitu s&ng dao thuting bi rdi vao thii dd ngd nhan ndy: coi nhitng c&
ging khd hanh tim luyén clia minh chinh [ nhing gi dua tim
linh minh d&n miic quang khai va bién ddi; rdi tir 6, nghi réing qua
viéc 1am clia riéng minh, minh c6 thé ctu d9 1dy chinh minh.
Trong khi d6, cac ngutii ngheéo — nhitng ngudsi thuting bi cha dap,
bi x0 ddy vao cinh déi rich cling cuc, thi€u hin ci nhiing gi co
ban nhat d& con dude mot chit nhan phim — thi thudng khi chi
nhin duge mdt miéng banh, mdt bat com nhu [ mén qua tir trén
ban xudng, hoic nhuf 1a clia bd thi do long triic dn clia mdt khiach
qua duting.



113

M&i khi da duge "am cko § 4 > & sitvige ¢ inh “rh trang bit
cdng di gdy ra thim cink bt hanh ho dang séng qua, tit cic
nguts nghec 2 ding 1én dd: cho duce nhiing gi dang ra 1A thudc
quyén =3 hitu clia ko, v s& manh dan ra tay hinh @ng d2 gidi
phong chinh ho. P chinh 1 di€m *hin hoe v& Nisbe Thién Chta
¢4 thé duia vao 42 gi%p clng ¢ noi ngubsi ngheo, § thiee v& tinh
nhuhg khong rong cudc hogt ddng gidi phong ma ho thuc hién,
bing c4ch néu cho ho thiv rd riing néu ho cb di kh? ning danh
lai tr do va cdng biang cho ho, thi trnu6c tién, chinh Ia vi Thién
Chiia dd ditng vé phia ho, chinh 1a vi, nhu Song luan gii, khéng &
thé trung Iap, Thién ChGa da “chon d€ dimg vé phia ngutsi
ngheo.”

C3t 18} dc tung cha Khéng giio 1 dang nhan ban ¢Am ré
s tong nén ludn 1§ dao Al af & luyén, vdi nhitng huiin chi v&
viéz 18 chiic xa hdi sao cho t6t dep, mot xi hdi xay dung trén nén
méag clie d%c hanh, trén viéc cai tri theo @ 15i chinh i va trén
cic quan h@ hai hda giita cong ddng nhin loai. Cau clia Khing
Tu 1éi rfing: “Chinh con ngutsi méi -6 thé lam che Pao (the Way)
nén c20 i, ch¥ Pao thi khong € m cko cor aguli nén cao ca”™
thuting dugc tning dir d€ Iam bling chiing cho thAy d6 ' mdt nén
nhén ban don thulin.® Mt khc, kinh nghiém v& viéc gii phong
18p nguthi ngheo trong Nudc Thign Chia c6 thé dem lai xéc tin
d6i véi chan 1§ nay 1a o8 ging tir phia con ngudsi va dn Thién
Chia ban thi khdng may may tong phin nhau. Lién quan dén
diéu ndy, Gustave Gutiérrez cling da nhan dinh nhur sau: “Nhuhg
khdng tinh Ia biu khi bao trim toan bd nd Iuc tim cich d& hoat
dong cho hitu higu (hitu hiéu tinh). D6 Ia diéu vita & nhi vira
phong pht hon ¢ th€ quan binh & giif cho dudc gilfa hai khia
canh quan trong dy. Va, quan niém nhu thé khong c6 nghia 1a bd

™ The Analects, 15.28, tror y A Source Be ', tr 44
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rdi altu hiéu tinh, dhung ™ cdn hon niia, <8 tim cach d dat hitu
hi¢u tinh vio trong bdi cinh bao ham va thytc sy nhan ban, hoin
toan phit hgp véi Phiic Am. B&i cinh &y chinh 1A xhdng gian trong
d6 di€&n ra cude gip g8 — duge trao ban cho mdt cich ur do — vdi
Chiia™ Trong NuGc Thién Chia raa nguthi nghto sdng qua kinh
nghiém, nd luc tir phia con ngui va on Thién Chia ban dugce tinh
theo ty 1& thudin, chit khdng phai theo ty 1& nghich: h& cang nhan
bén thi cang thin Linh; va h& cing thén linh thi cang nhan bén.

5. C6 vach 1 mit va néu dich danh nhitng diu chi phén-
Nuéc Thién Chia, thi st diép v& Nutc Thién Chiia méi khdi trd
thanh miy khéi VA tritu tugng. Theo thién ki€n, khdng nhu céc
nh truyén gido th¥i tniéc hodic nhiéu ngusi thdsi nay thuting nghi,
tai Chau A, khdng phai 1a cAc tdn gido khdng-kitd véi nhiing hinh
thitc mé tin di doan va nhitng théi e vo ludn di kem theo, cling
chéing nhit thiét 'a chii thuy&t cdng sin véi ¢ thitc hé vo thin clia
né — tyfa nhu nhimg thanh phin ddi diu clia phia “D& qudc Sy dir”
~ di tzo ra thyc thé phin-Nudc Thién Chia. Ch& dd cdng san
ciing c6 thé a 1d luyén trong 46, cic Giso Hoi Kitd Chau A dugc
tdy cho sach khdi day cu k&t khdng chit thanh thiéng v6i cic theé
Iyc chinh tri bt nhan va kinh t&€ ngoai bang boc Iot.

Thytc ra, tai Chau A cling nhu tai cc ndi khic, nhing k& phan-
Nuc Thién Chéa, nhitng con quy cin phi trr diét di cho khdi
Nudc Thién Chia, chinh 1a nhithg ngudi, nam ciing nhy nit, hiing
khong ngimg ki€m céch 4p blc nhing con dan ddu yéu clia
Thien Chaa, nhim tryc Igi v& mjt chinh tr cling nhu kinh &, cho
riéng c4 nhiin minh. P 12 cinh dién ra sd s tnudc mét khdng chi
tai nhilg nuGc tr ban (Nhit Ban) va tai trong khu goi 1A viing

¥ We Drink from Our Own Well: The Spiritual Journey of u People, ban dich
ctia Matthew O’Connell (Maryland: Oxbis, 1984), tr. 109.
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“bon con rong nhd Chiu A (Mg Kong, suigapore, bai Loan
va Nam Han), ma tai ci cic nudc con chinh thitc - wic A trén I
thuy&t — coi nhit 1A cdng sin, di trong thyic t& da ngang nhién dm
chat ch& d9 ar ban, coi d6 nhu fa phudng thite ctu tinh méi 6 stic
chita lanh moi thir bénh hoan tit nguyén (Viét Nam va Trung
Quix).

Con mdt dc quy khic nita, d6 a h¢ thong xa hdi vi luan 1§ cn
phéing pht tinh chit phu quy&n va quy nam gidi hién dang khong
ch® ca trong cic Gido Hoi Kitd 1An tai nhiéu nudc Chau A ¥
Nhiing 4c quy khéc thi xuat diu 19 dién dudi nhiéu hinh dang
khong kém ghe rgn, nhu du lich dam 6 (sex tourism: tai Thai Lan
va Philippines), nhan cong gia ré va moi hinh thiic pha hoai moi
s.2h. C6 vach mét, c6 chi dich danh va o6 khif trir tan tuy@t nhitng
4c qu¥ Ay, thi ra& mong xdy dimg Auge Nude Thiem Chia tai
ChauA.

6. Va cudi cling, ban chit clia cudc ctiu d, tiic 1a clia tiéu dich
Nitée Thién Chtia nhim téi. cin phii duge dao siu. Nhut moi
ngutsi déu 1o, hoc thuy&t Khéng Tir khdng dat vin dé tin vao mot
ding citu d, hodc mdt ding thién sai c6 sit mang va c6 khi niing
mang lai on cttu dd siu thoi gian (supratempore!) hay siéu vigt,
ma chi chi *im vao viéc néu bat tAm trong y&u cli2 vai trd modt vi
thiy t5t, mdt vi thiy sOng thuc sy nhitng gi minh day; va Iy tudng
ma noi, thi mdt vi thiy nhu thé ciing ddng thdi 12 ngudi cim

81 Cac thiin hoc gia nif quyén Chau A @& manh me va thubing xuyén Ién tiéng
phé binh cic ch€ dd phu quyén va quy nam gidi c6 méat rong chc Gido Hoi va
xa hi ctia ho. Xin xem We Dare to Dream: Doing Theology as Asian Women,
do Virginia Fabella va Sun Ai Lee Park xuit bin Hong Kong: Asian Women's
Resource Centre for Culture and Theology, 1989), va Chung Hyun Kyung,
Struggle 10 be the Sun Again: Introducing Asian Women's Theology (Maryknoll:
Onbis, 1990).
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quyr. cai-tri — mét.thif vua-ri& va theo hoc thuyét Platd — @&
dita gifo huin chia minh ra thyc thi ra giita xa hdi hdu muu ich
cho dt mtGe. Ly tudng A trd thanh “mdt bac thanh hién vé& ndi
tim, mdt Vi vua vé ngoai dién.” Bic thanh hién 1a ngudi da dat
d&n mic thanh twu cla ditc, cdn Vi vua 1§ tubng &y I ngudsi da
[am nhiing viéc 16n lao cho th& gidi. Néu dem-4p dung vao trong
hoc thuy& Khdng T, thi tir ‘ctu 49’ chi mang dugc c6 mdt §
nghia doc nhét 1a ¢ nghia chi vé viéc hién thic hda tron ven ndi
mot ngutsi, tiém nang clia con ngudi, qua nd Iuc t ren luyén
chinh minh trong doi sOng ludn 1§, va qua viéc ra sitc gitp tha
nhain trd thnh quan tithodc 12 thugng (thénh) nhén.

C6 1& dai ddng — ma chuong Li-yiin trong sazh 8 dién Li-chi
clia Ditc Kidng noi t6i — I § ni¢m t&t nhat giip cho hiéu ra duge
didu hoc thuy& Khng T{ mudn n6i qua tir ‘cttu 49,

Thdfi thign ha thue thi Pai Pao, hét nhu nhau, moi ngubi déu du
phin vio cude song the gi6i. Nhithg ai x(ng déng va c6 khé nang
thi dutic d& cir vao chiic vu, con dan ching thi tb Tong tin nhiém
va sfng trong niém cAm m&n nhau. Va nhu thé, ho kkidng chi coi
cha me rudt 1a cha me clia minh, hofic con cii rudt Ia con céi cl'a
milnh. Nguts gi fim dutc & sit bén cinh sdng clia minh, nhilhg g1
thich hop véi minh; nguts tréing kidn ¢6 dutkc cdng An viec Bam
phit hgp; nguts tré thi duge hudin luyén; ngubi gba bua, k& md cdi
va ngubthi Om dau thi dudc sin soc diy di. Nam gidi thi c6 cong
viéc phin minh, cdn nif gidi thi lo viec ndi tr. Ho khdng ua
phung phi ctia cii dix ho khong tich trif cho riéng minh; ho khong
chiu duge véi § nghi siic luc clia ho khong dugc tan dung, dit ho
khong duing stic &y cho nhithg chii dich riéng clia ho. Do d6, me:
am muu xdu xa déu bj chin ngifa; ke tHm céip, phubing phan tic
khong con 1 dang, dén ndi khdng ai con thiy cin phéi cai then



CuLg « 12. Do [ thitt mar pong.

“Tri Pai PAng vang son” dy: thay vi bi gat i vao trong di
vZng ¥~ xBi, nhut Khdng giso viin 1am, thi duoc Kitd Giso phéng
t6i — dusi biéu ti*ng Nudc Thién Chiia — d€ dat vao trong tudng
lai canh ~nng. N&u giifa hai bén Khéng gifo va Kitd Gido, cb
nhiéu khéc bigt vé cich quar niém d&i véi nhithg gi im nén hanh
phiic ti hiu clia loai agufi, *hi trong cic nhin 8 ciu thanh “thdi
vang son” ay (messianic ag~ — thdfi ctu dd/thién sai) cling khdng
thi€u chi nhitng diém tuong ddng: @i nguyén tdn th€ R cla
chung, thai ¢ chan thanh tin nhiém, tnh yéu thuong dai dong,
viée sin s6¢c cho nhitg gudsi v&u kém trong xa hdi (hgudsi gia,
gidi tré, ké gda bua, ngutsi md ¢bi, ngutsi 5m dau), cong bing, hda
binh, hoat ddng cho cdng ich va cérh trang ving bong sur 4c.

Cén phai néi 1® riing cong thém vao ban ludc ké trén day vé
chz’ . u A1 the, A tin kith cdn néu bat syt vidc con ngudh
dugc hiép nhit trong 4n siing, theo c4 vi, vdi Thién Chda Ba
Ngbi, va coi d6 I y&u (5 cd ban trong Nuc Thién Chia. Du vay,
ciing khdng dugc coi viéc hiép nhit &y nhu 1a d8i nghich hodic
khong dinh ding gi véi céc an phiic triin th€. Nguoc lai, cin phii
coi cic 4n hu@ nay nhy 1a nhiing “bi tich” tic 1a phuong thé, a
GAu chi duta con ngudsi t6i thdi trang hiép nhit theo ca vi, véi
Thién Chtia Ba Ngdi. Nhu th€, di khdng ddng nhat véi gidic md
“Pai Pdng” theo Khdng gido, thi biéu tugng NiGe Thién Chia
ciing ¢6 thé iim thiy duc nhitmg Am hudng sdu dim, nhing diém
tring hgp 1® nét trong nhitng gi, theo Khdng gido, 1am nén cinh
trang hanh phc t5i hau clia loai nguti.

Biéu tigng basileia tou theou mang mdt § nghia sdu sic va

° Xin xem van ban (vdi mdt vai thay d6i nhd) trong Peter K.H. Lee ¢ Yong
Yuk, “Ta-T ung and the Kingdom of God.” Chiing Feng 31,4 (1988) £25.
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hét stic thich d4ng-8i véi ngi Chiu A V1 -Av khiing phiii Ix
chuyén inh ¢ ma Vién Dc Tréch cdc Vin D& Lién Ton v& Thin
Hoc Di Thoai chia Lién Hiép cac Hoi Pdng Gidm Muc Chau A
da 18 chiic cuoc hopmat tai Pattaya, 1hdi Lan, trong cic ngy 17-
22 théing 11, 1985, aé suy rr vé ¥ nghia d6i vér Chau A, chia biéu
tugng NuGe Thien Chia. Croc hop mit da dua ra mot ban nhén
dinh két thic, v doan vi€t cud cing nhyu sau: “Va nhy vdy,
chiing ta vin kién tri hy vong riing khi 43 dudc cling ¢6 bdi kinh
nghiém *& su viéc minh R thanh phin clia cling mdt nhan loay,
nhiing ngutsi c6 long tin va thién chi, nam cling nhu nif, s€ cling
nhau nfim tay chung séic 4& x4y dung Nu6c Thién Chta, ma chi
mdt minh Ngudi mé: dd stic hoan thanh.**

Nguyén Thé Minh tintsdich

% Xin xem For All Peoples of Asia: Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences.
Docygnents from 1970 to 1991 do Gaudencio B. Rosales va C. G. Arévalo xuiit
bén (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1992), tr. 755.
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