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GIAO HOI HOC
(]

Felipe Gomez Ngé Minh, S.J'

B. BAN TINH CUA GIAO HOI
(tigp theo)

I

GIAO HOI LA NHIEM THE CHUA KITO

“Chua Kitd tao 1ap cdch mAu nhiém cdc em Ngai, tu hop tif
mudn nu6e thanh than thé Ngai, bing cach thong truyén
Thanh Thén cho ho. Trong than thé Ay, su song Chua Kitd
tran lan trén cac tin hin” (LG 7a).

Dan méi &y cta Thién Chda da duge thiét 1ap nhd hy t&
Pue Kitd, duge nudi duong bing thit va mau cha Ngai, song
bang chinh su sdng clia Ngai va nhu 1a hién than cta chinh
Ngai ¢ trong lich sit. “Than thé” 1A mdt hinh anh biéu thi

' Vi tac gia, xin doc Loi Noi Déu clia 85 nay.



mot kh,la canh ctia Gido, hél chit khong bi#u trinh toan bd
Gido h01 hoc. Cong dong Vaticand IT da dung nhiéu hinh
anh dé chi v& Gido hdi, vi mdt hinh anh hay mot khai niém
khong thoi thi khong thé 6m tron hét moi chidu kich cia
mdu nhiém Gido hoi duge. Nhung hinh anh cting nhu y niém
“Nhiém thé” bat nguon tir Kinh Thanh va c6 kha ning lam
noi bat nhitng khia canh quan trong ctia Gido hoi; dang khac
trong nhimg thtsi gin day hinh Anh nay da gitt mot chd dimng
uu vi, tiép theo sau l¥i cia Pie Pio XII néi riing: “Dé dién
ta va dinh nghia Gido hdi dich thue cia Duc Kito... khong
mot tif nglt ndo cao quy hon, tuyét hdo hon, thin thiéng
hon 12 NHIEM THE CHUA KITO.™

1. Cong thic “Nhi¢m thée”

Trong Kinh Thénh khong doc thay cong thic “Nhiém
thé Chaa Kitd.” Thanh Phaold chi néi vé “Than thé Pic
Kitd.” Néi “than thé” trudc hét 1A am chi dén than xdc cua
Pite Giésu sinh bdi Pie Trinh nit Maria va chét trén thap
gi4; k& dén la chi vé Minh Thanh Chaa trong bi tich: “Nay
1a Minh Ta” (Mc 14:22; 1Cr 11:24); sau cung, thanh Phaold
dung wr ngit “than thé” véi y nghia dn du, khi ngai viét:
“Nhifng gian nan thif thach Pic Kitd con phai chiu, toi xin
mang 4y vao than cho di muc, vi lgi ich cho than thé Ngai
1a Hoi thanh” (Cl 1:24). Vi thé, thanh ngit “than thé Puc
Kitd” n6i 1én ba diéu: than xac thé 1y cia Puc Giésu, Thanh
Thé va Gido hdi. V& sau, thin hoc da tim cdch dé phan bigt

2 Thong diep Mystici Corporis, AAS 35 (1943) 199, Xin xem tc phiim cia
Louis Bouyer, L'Eglise de Diew, corps du Christ el temple de l'esprit, Paris
1970; Sach Gido Ly ctia Gido Hpi Cong Gido, sb T82-795.



hai y nghia diu; néi vé bi tich Thanh Thé, than hoc thém
tinh tif “nhiém mau” dé chi tinh cdch bi &n, huyén nhiém,
giau kin. Than thé nay 1a tAm diém cta Gido hi, la ngudn
song, la dau chi va 1a nguyén do cta su hiép nhat.

Thai Trung ¢, bat ddu ¢6 nhimng tac gid 4p dung thanh
ngit “Nhiém thé” cho Gido hgi.’ Thanh Catarina thanh Sie-
na da goi pham trat 1a “nhiém th&™ O the ky XII, “nhiém
thé” ¢6 nghia 14 Gido hoi, song doi vdi than xac thé 1y cha
Pue Giesu, hoiic Minh Théanh trong bi tich. Tai lidu déu
tién ctia huin quyén dung dén tir ngit nay la sic chi Unam
sanctam cta Pice Bonifaxid VIII ban bé nam 1302 (DS 870).
Dé hiéu An du nay, than hoc di dua theo hai thi du sau day;
trudce tien, thi du so sanh vdi than xac thé 1§: ciing nhu mot
thé xdc ¢6 mot dau va nhiéu chi thé khic nhau, nhung chi
la mot ca vi, thi Gido hdi cing vAy; thit hai 14 thi du so sanh
vdi mot xa hoi: 1A modt toan thé duy nhat nhung cé nhiéu
thanh vién, con Gido hdi thi ¢6 nhiéu tin hit; chi phai luu
y doi vai thi du thi nhat la trong Gido hdi nhiém thé, mdi
“chi thé” van giit nguyén cé vi cia minh.

Tuy nhién, ca vé phuong dién xa hoi, Gido hoi, 1a mot
thuc tai siéu nhién, bdi vi cac chi thé khong nhitng c6 mot
cung dich chung, nhung cdn séng cing mdt sy sdng chung
nhi Than Khi, va tham du vao cing mdt nang dong than

* Xem de Lubac, 11, Corpus mysticum. L'Eucharistie et I'Eglise au Moyen Age,
Paris, Aubier (27 &éd.) 1949.

' “Hay nhin coi mimg mat cia Hién the ta bi bien dang nhu thé nao; guing
mat nang bi lar 16i vi su d ué, long tr 4i, kidu cing va tham lam ciia nhimg ké
song... trong Kitd gido la than thé phd quat. Toi cing noi nhu thé vé nhidm
the Gido hdi, tire la nhimg thifa tac vien cia Gido hdi..." trong Libro della
divina dottrina, c. 14, thube bb sach Scrittori d'ltalia, Bari 1912, tr. 33.



thiéng do Puic Kitd ban cho qua dic tin va dic 4i. Xa hoi hoc
c6 thé phat hién duge nhiéu diéu x4c thue vé Gido hoi; tuy
nhién, yéu td “nhiém méu” vAn mai 1a do6i tuyng cha chi mot
minh dic tin.

Puie Pio XII giai thich khai niém “Nhiém thé” nhu sau:
“Biing han tir ‘mau nhiém’ ching ta c6 thé phan biét than
thé xa hoi cia Gido hoi ma Pue Kitd 1a Pau va 1a cha, véi
than thé vat 1y cta Ngaii... vA vdi moi than thé tu nhién
khéc, déu la thé 1y hay luan 1y. Trong modt than thé tu
nhién, nguyén 1y hiép nhat phdi hgp moi thanh phan dén
noi chimg khong con ¢6 suf tdn hitu riéng biét nita. Trai lai,
trong nhiém thé nang luc két hgp cac chi thé, dau rat thaim
sAu, ma vin dé cho mdi chi thé c6 mot ca vi rieng... Kho
ma so sdnh nhiém thé véi phap thé [phap nhan]: ching ta
thay ca hai khdc nhau mot troi mot vue. Vi trong cdi ma
nguii ta goi 14 phdp nhén, nguyén ly hiép nhat la cung dich
chung va su cong tac chung nh&m dén cung dich ay dudi
quyén binh xa hdi. Trong khi d5, noi nhiém thé ma chang
tdi dang dé cap dén, ngodi su cong tac chung nay con co
mot nguyén ly ndi tai... 6 la Thanh Than.™

2. Mt sé tén goi Gido h¢i tuong tu nhu Nhié¢m
thé

Ngoai thanh ngi “than thé Dic Kitd” doc thay trong cic
thu cua thanh Phaold, con ¢6 nhidu danh hig¢u khic duge
Kinh Thanh dung dé chi vé Gido hdi.

5 AAS 35 (1943) 221t.



a. An du cday nho

Thénh Gioan ghi lai mdt tén goi don so hon: “cay nho”
(Ga 15:1-11). Qua &n du nay, Pic Giésu da giai thich cho céc
mon dé hiéu thé nao 1a két hop vdi Ngai, bang cdch nao sy
séng noi Ngai chuyén luu qua ho, va sé sinh hoa qué nhu
thé nao ¢ nai ho.

“Ta la cay nho that, va Cha ta 1a Ngutsi tréng nho.”
Trong thé gidi siéu nhién, sdng kién hoan toan xuft phat
tir Thién Chda; su song hoan toan phét sinh tir Puce Kitd
nhu nhua tif than nho. D& cé thé séng, tuyét ddi cAn phai
két hgp vdi Ngai. Tuy nhién, didu d6 chua dd, vi ciing <6
nhimg nhanh khd khéng chiu dé nhya luu thdng vao trong
minh; s0 phan cha ching 1a “bi ch&t di va ném vao lia.”

Vi th& Chaa day: “Hay & lai trong Thay nhu Théy & lai
trong anh em;” ¢6 su ton hitu trong nhau: Chia & trong céc
mon dé va cdc mon dé d tre..g Chua. Trong cdu 7, Piic Giésu
gidi thich la sy “tuong tai” ay xay ra qua Lui: “Néu 1oi Thay
& lai trong anh em...,” néi cach khéc, dic tin séng dong 1a
moi day lién két cin ban giita cdc tin hitu va Padng Mac
khai. Pic Giésu bao 1oi Ngai “la Thin Khi va 1a sy séng”
(Ga 6:63). Va hon nifta: “Ai song va tin vao Thiy sé khang
bao gitr phai chét” (Ga 11:26). St diép Puc Giésu truyén rao
khong chi 124 mot bd kién thic hay mot tdp cAm nang cda
khon ngoan két tinh, nhung la chinh su sdng va la su sdng
doi doi (x. Ga 17:3). Ly do 1a vi Pic Giésu da thong truyén
mot su hiéu biét cia Thién Chda va thudc vé mot minh

 Xem George, A., “Jésus. La vigne véritable (Jn 15: 1-17)" trong Logos 2 (To-
kyo 1960) 148-167.
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Thién Chua (x. Mt 11:27): thong phan vao su hiéu biét cia
Thién Chaa 12 théng phan vao su sdng ciia Nguvi. Thanh
Gioan viét: “Ai tin vao danh Ngai, thi Ngai cho ho duyc trd
nén con cdi Thién Chaa” (Ga 1:12). Khi tin nhin loi Pdec
Giésu, tin hitu duge sdng sy sdng clia Ddc Giésu, nghia la
duge tham dy vao dia vi lam con hay “t tinh” cia Ngai.

That ra, su song nay von la tinh yéu: “Anh em hay  lai
trong tinh thuong cta Thay” (Ga 15:9). Nhu nhinh cay hat
nhya tir than cay, kitd hitu cing nhan duge sy song tinh
yéu néu biét két hgp vdi Thay Giésu. Va vi Thién Chaa la
tinh yéu (1Ga 4:8), nén do viéc k&t hgp nay, ho duge tham
du vao chinh ban tinh cta Thién Chada. Nhu thé, so phan
cia mon dé la so phan cia Thay: Thay trdo déu c6 clung
mdt niém vui (x. Ga 15:11), mdt long thuong (x. Ga 11:9-
10), va ca hai déu duge yéu thuong bdi mot Cha chung (x.
Ga 16:27). Cdc mdn dé nhan duge vinh quang cia Chaa
Con va mdi higp nhat véi Chaa Cha (x. Ga 17:22). Trong
Cuu Udc, cdc tign tri da khong thé tudng tugng ra ndi mot
diéu tuong tu nhu vay; Isaia c6 sdm ngon: “Ta sé khong
cho ai khéc vinh quang ciia ta” (Is 42:8). Song Dic Giésu
néi: “Con @ trong ho va ho & trong Con” (Ga 17:23). Mot
cdch nao dé, cic mdn dé duge dua vao trong su thong hiép
cua Ba Ngbi Thién Chaa. D6 la thadm tinh ngudi kitd co
duge d6i véi Piic Gigsu; chiing thé ma thanh Phaold qua
quyét rang: “Toi song, nhung khong con 14 tdi sdng, ma la
Bic Kitd song trong toi” (Gl 2:20).

Qua 4n du cay nho, thanh Gioan da miéu ta chinh thuc
tai ma thanh Phaold goi 12 than thé Pic Kitd. Thi du cay
nho lam cho hiéu ro méi day mat thiét két hgp tat ca kitd
hitu (nhimg nhanh) véi Piio Kitd (than cdy), va vdi nhau.
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Céc tin hiwu song nhu Bic Kitd, va nhy Buc Kitd: “Khong
¢6 Thay, anh em chéng l1am gi dugc” (Ga 15:5).

b. Hién thé cua Chién Con

Cuu Ude da so sanh tinh thuong ctia Giavé ddi véi Itraen
nhu 1a tinh y2u cia Phu quan (thugng la hay ghen) d8i v6i
ngudi yéu cua minh (x. Is 62:4-6; Hs 2;18; Ed 16:1-34). Tan
Ude cing dién ta Chaa Cha don tigéc cudi rat chu dédo cho
Con Mot (x. Mt 22:1-4)." Gioan T4y gia rét vui mimg vi Cha
ré da dén (x. Ga 3:29); rdi chinh Puc Gidsu tu gidi thidu
minh la Chang ré ay, con cac tong db la nhitg ngudi ban
ctia Chang ré (x. Mt 9:15). Sau cung, sach Khai huyén miéu
ta 1é cudi canh chung ciia Chién Con trong Giérusalem thién
quédc, va vi Hién thé chinh 1a Gido hdi (x. Kh 19:7-8; 21:2-
9). Hién ché tin 1y v& Gi4o hdi cia Vaticand 1I dung hinh
anh nay trong sé 6e va Th dé bd tic hinh anh “nhiém thé.”
Vay thi hinh anh “hién thé” giip hiéu vé Gido hdi nhu thé

nao?®
1) M6t mdu nhiém hiép nhdt

Theo thanh Phaold, dinh ché tu nhién cia hon nhan da
bao trudc mau nhiém két hiép trong tinh yéu giita Puac
Kitd va Giao hoi; am chi dén i sach Sang thé viét néi la
vo chdng tré nén mdt xuong mot thit, ngai viét: “mau

7 Cac nha chi giai khong ddng ¢ v6i nhau vé ¢ nghia Gio hdi hoc clia du
ngbn nay. .

® Fekkes, J., “His Bride Has Prepared Herself: Revelation 19-21 and Isaia
Nuptial Imagery,” Jowrn.of Bibl. Lit. 109 (1990) 269-287. '
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nhiém nay that l1a cao ca, tdi mudn néi vé Puc Kitd va vé
Gido hdi” (Ep 5:31-32).° Trong hon phdi ngui nam va
ngudi nit két hgp véi nhau mot cach mat thiét nhat co thé
c6 ¢ thé gian nay, dén ndi ho trd nén, mot cich nao dé,
xuong thit cia nhau (x. St 2:23) trong cung mot than thé
duy nhét. Mai lién két vg chdng khong chi dién ta va thuc
hig¢n mt tinh yéu nhan loai tuyét hao, ma con cé thé noi
la né lam cho con ngudi thanh tuu hoan hao, nhu thé con
ngudi bi chia 1am “hai nifa” va nhd hon phoi, vo chong mdi
tré nén mot con nguoi toan ven.'"

Trong béi canh Ay, thinh Phaold néi: “Chdng 1a dau ctia
vg, cling nhu Pdc Kitd 12 ddu ctia Gido hoi - chinh Ngai la
vi citu tinh chia than thé Ngai” (Ep 5:23). Pite Kitdo ma khong
c6 Gido hoi thi nhu ddu ma khong c6 than minh: su vién
maén cua Puc Kitd 1a Gido hoi (x. Ep 1:22).

“ & - - .
2) Mét mdu nhiém céng tdac

Vo chong két hop véi nhau 1a dé hop tic nhiim truyén
luu sy song. Pic Kitd 14 Adam mdi, t8 phu ctia nhan loai méi
(x. Rm 5:12-19; 1Cr 15:2). Mudn quang dién y tudng nay ctia
thanh Phaold, cac Gido phu da goi Gido hoi la [va mdi.
Thanh Augutind viét: “Cau nay (St 2:23) da dugc thot 1én
mdt cach nhiém méu, nhu dé phac hoa mot hinh béng tién
bédo vé Gido hoi tuong lai sé duge tao thanh tif canh suiin
cia vi Phu Quan dang thi€p ngt, luc chét (trén thanh gia).
Tuy nhian, Phacld ciing da néi vé Adam: ‘Ong ]a hinh anh

9 Xin xem Batey, RA., New Testament Nuptial Imagery, Brill, Leida 1971.
19 Xin xem Cerfaux L., La théologie de l'kghse (3 éd.) 272-275; Best, E., One
Body in Christ, London SPCK 1955,



13

ciia Adam tuong lai’; con vé Gido hoi thi sao? Hay nghe, hay
hiéu, hay chi y: Gido hoi sé dap nat dau con rin...”"' Phép
Rura 1a viéc tim goi tinh luyén vi Hén Thé; nhy dé, chinh
Bue Kitd chuin bi sdn cho minh mjt Gido hdi tinh luyén,
khong ti 0, khong vét nhan... (x. Ep 5:26-27). Qua Gido hi,
Dire Kitd dung phép Rua dé tii sinh nhimg con céi Thién
Chua. Trong long Gido hoi, Li sé sinh ha nhilng tin hiu
mdi. Thanh Augutind da so sanh Pic Maria vdi Gido hoi
nhu sau: “Con cua Puc Maria, Hon Phu cua Gido hi dep
hon moi con cai loai ngudi. Pde Giésu da bién Gido hdi nén
giong me Ngai. Ngai da trao Gido hdi cho ching ta nhu mjt
ngudi me, va gitr Gido hoi lai cho chinh minh nhu mt trinh
nit. Nhut Piic Maria, Gido hoi cling duge dong trinh vinh vién
v duge phong nhidu vd tan. Didu ma Puc Maria nhan duge
theo xdc thit thi Gido hdi lai nhan duge theo Than Khi.
Pie Maria sinh mgt Con duy nhat, Gido hdi sinh nhiéu
con cdi, nhung nh¢ ngutsi Con duy nhét nay, ho sé tré nén

mot."

3) M6t mdau nhiém ting thuée

Thanh Phaold khuyén nhimg nguti vg hay tung phuc
chéng minh nhu Gido hdi tung thupc Pdu minh 12 BPue
Kitd. “Dau” ¢ day tugng trung cho uy quyén. Quyén uy
khong cin cd trén sy lé thugc phép ly, nhung trén mot
quan hé sinh dong, hién sinh va hiu thé. Puc Kitd da ciu
chuge hon thé Ngai (x. Ep 5:23); Ngai la “chu” cua Gido
hoi; Pie Kito 1a PAu, nén Ngai chi phdi than thé. Xua,

Y Enarrationes in Psalmos, 103.6, PL 37.1381.
12 Sermio 195.2, L 38.1018.
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ngudti vg thude v& chdng mdi c6 com in 4o mac; Gido hdi
ciing tung thugc vao Pidc Kitd nku vay. “.. Pdc Kitd nudi
néng va chin séc Hoi Thanh” vi yéu than xac minh (x. Ep
5:29). Bic Kitd la cha chién, nén dan chién thudc vé Ngai,
Ngai din dét va chan nudi ho. Gido hoi khong lam cha
cia chinh minh, khdng tu quan tu tri; nhung 1a tung thude
Pic Kitd dé ton tai, dé hoat dong, dé sinh hoa trai. Tuy
nhién, ting thupc khdng phai nhu toi té thudc vé cha,
song nhu vg thujc vé chdng, nghia 12 vi va trong tinh yéu.

4) Mot mdu nhiém hy vong

Théanh Phaold dién ta viéc tdong do cha minh nhu la cong
tdc nhim trang diém hau Gido hdi trd thanh hién thée trong
tréng cho Pic Kitd (x. 2Cr 11:2). Kinh nghiém lich st cho
thay ring c6 nhitg hon phu hon thé bat trung. Tuy nhién,
trong trung hgp Duc Kitd va Gido hdi, long thay chung cuaa
Phu quan con manh hon nhimng vu bat trung dai dot cia Hon
thé nhe da (x. Hs 2). Tinh yéu cia Phu quan khién cho Gido
hoi ludn ludn cé thé quay vé cai thién: “chd miic cd... nguui
ta ray vg cudi lic con tré sao?... Ta bo nguoi mdot lae thoi...
roi lai yéu thuong nguoi vinh vién” (Is 54:4-8). Sau moi thir
théach, niém vui clia ngay cudi sé tda ngdi méi mai (Is 61:10;
62:4). Gido hodi khong bao gits suy doi bai hoai dén do phai
thét vong: long thuong cia Chaa van mai sfin sang tha thd
va déi méi.

Stng giiia lich sii, Gido hoi hiing chds dgi Puc Kitb t4i
hdi; dat biét 1 phai cit hanh Lé Ta on “cho dén khi Chia
lai d&én.” Tuong lai khong phai 1a mot mdi de doa, ma 1a mot
niém hy vong. Ti thui so khai, Gido hdi da timg nguyén
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cAu: Maranatha! Xin Chia hay dén! (1Cr 16:22); va Kinh
Théanh két thic vdi 1¢i kéu 1én cha Than Khi va Hon thé:
“Xin hiay dén!” (Kh 22:17). La Hon thé cha Puc Kitd, Gido
hoi phai lo sao cho niém hy vong nay hiing mii song dorg
trong thé gidi.

2. Than thé

Trong thé gidgi Hy lap, “than thé” 1a thanh ngif rat quen
thude, duge dung dé chi vé mot xa hoi. Thanh Phaold da viét
cac thu clia ngai trong moi truong vin hoéa dy. Diéu mdéi la
1a ngai da goi Gido hoi 1a than thé cia Pz Kité.

a. Nguén gée cua @n du nay

Céc nha cha giai dua ra nhiéu gia thuyét vé an du néi
trén. C6 ké cho rang dn du bat ngudn tir mdt than thoai goc
An dd va Ba tu, vé Anthropos (= con ngudi), va da duge ngd
gido thuyét tu sifa; nhung hién nay, gia thuyét nay da bi béc
bo. C6 ngudsi khéc lai nghi ring thanh Phaold da chiu 4nh
hudng cia nén triét Stoa. Theo trudng phai nay, con nguoi
va than linh hgp thanh mé* than thé duy nhat 1a thé giéi:
“Chang ta chi 1a chi thé cia mot dai thé.”" Tu tudng nay da
rat thinh hanh trong d& quéc Roma. Ci mot toan bd 6 tinh
cach xa hi (vi du quan doi) thi duge goi 1a mot “than thé.”
Nemenius Agrippa da phd bién mdt ngu ngdn vé cdc thanh
phan cua mot qudc gia hgp téc v6i nhau nhunhimg co quan
cua mot than thé. Pa s c4ac nha cha giéi nghi 1a Phaold xu

" Seneca, Epistola 95.51.
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dung céch néi binh dén; agdn ngif cla trugng phai Khic ky
lic d6 da trd thanh rat phd thong rdi. Vi tong db da c6 thé
14y c4ch néi Ay dé trinh bay thdn hoc ciia minh.

La mot nha tri thic Do thai, Phaold ciing cé thé dua theo
nhilg md miu cta Cyu Udc. Tu tudng Do thii quen “tom
gon” cd mjt tap thé vao trong td tién cta ho; vi vay, Phaold
quan niém Buc Kitdo nhu Adam mdéi, nhu mot “ca vi tap thé”
(personalité corporative, corporate personality)." Ngoai ra,
cdn ¢6 tu tudng vé “nhém con lai” cia Itraen, duge cd dong
k&t tinh thanh mot nhan vat duy nhat nhu gip thay dudgi
hinh béng “Con Nguti” trong sdch tién tri Danien. Chéc
hén Phaold da ting quen thudc vdi cich quan niém nhu thé;
tuy nhién, tu tuong cua ngai to ra rat 1a dic thu, doc dao va
thuong dua vao kinh nghiém kitd ctia minh.

Sau cling, con cé ngudsi nghi riing Phaold da dua vao kinh
nghiém trong cong doan Thanh Thé ma suy ra y niém vé
“than thé Puc Kitd.” Trong 1Cr 10:16-17, ngai viat: “Khi ta
cung bé banh thanh, dé6 chdng phai la du phén vao than
thé Puc Kitd sao?” Vi chi ¢6 mdt tAm banh, “nén tuy nhiéu
ngudi, tit ca ching ta ciing chi 1a mot than thé.” Khi du tiée
t& tr ngoai gido, ngudi tham du “hiép thdéng véi ma quy”
(1Cr 10:20). Tuong tuf nhu th&, khi ngutsi kitd an than thé
cta Chua thi ciing tré nén mot véi Ngai. Nh kinh nghiém
nay, Phaold dua da suy tu tif y nghia ¢4 nhan lén y nghia
tap thé: vi ca cong doan &n than thé Chua, nén Gido hoi la
mdt véi Ngai, 1a than thé cla Ngai.

" Xin xem Robinson, J.A'T,, The Body (2nd ed.), London 1977.
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b. Thén hoc cua cdc Thu lén

Hai thu thanh Phaold gii cho gido doan Corintd va thu
gui cho gido doan Roma duge goi 1a nhimg “thu 16n.” Céc
thu nay dung hinh anh than thé dé chi vé cdc tin hitu séng
trong trat tu, tung phuc va tinh than tuong than tuong 4i,
nhu céc chi thé cia mot than thé vay. Di nhién, néi lén nhur
thé khong nhiim don thuén biéu trinh y nghia xa hdi hoc,
nhung nhat la dé néu bat chiéu kich cung ¥ nghia thén hoc
tiém an cua su kién. -

ICr 6:12-20

Bén vin nay goi cac kitd hitu 1a chi thé cia Puc Kitd, va
do d6 hanh vi cta ho ¢6 thé 1am vinh du ho#c gay & nhuc
cho chinh Chda. Dang khéc, nhy Thin Khf luu ngu trong
ho, ho trd nén dén thanh, va vi da duge mua chude biing
gid mau ctia Ngai, nén ho thudc vé& Thién Chua.'s

1Cr 10:14-22

Khi &n Minh Chaa la du phan vao than thé Ngai; vi chi
c6 mot tAm banh v tat ca chia sé cing mot banh &y, nén du
nhiéu ngudi, thi tat ca ciing chi 14 mot than thé. Trong cau
16, “than thé” 12 thé x4c c4 nhan cia Puc Giésu; trong céu
17, “than thé” c6 nghia 12 gi? LA mdt “tap thé” hay “thar
thé cta Pue Kitd™ Y nghia khong rd rang cho 1dm. Vi c6 tir

15 Guénel, V., (ed.), Le corps et le corps du Christ dans la premiere Epitre aux
Corinthiens. Congres de UACFEB, Tarbes 1981, Paris, Cerf 1982.
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koinonia (thdng hiép) duge dung dén trong cau, nén c6 thé
la thanh Phaold da mudn hiéu “than thé” theo hai y nghia:
thong hiép véi Dic Kitd va v6i nhau trong cung mot cong
doan nhu trong mdt than thé.'®

1Cr 12:12-30

Poan nay dung ngu ngdn cia Mennius Agrippa dé nhin
nhd chng dong Corintd phai biét song thong nhat va hop
nhét vdi nhau. Cac b phén, tuy nhiéu va khac nhau, thi
ciing chi 1a mdt con ngudi; xa hdi nao roi ciing vay. Nhung
thanh Phaold con vugt qua binh dién tu nhién nay dé tién
1én binh dién sidu nhién: ching ta 14 mot than thé khong
chi vi la thanh vién cia mot tdp doan, nhung vi duge chiu
curig mdt phép ria trong cung mot Than Khi. Trong Gido
hdi, cdc by phan chi la “mot” trong Dire Kito. “Anh em la
than thé Pue Kitd, va mdi ngudi 1a mot bd phan” (1Cr 12:
27); mdt su hiép nhat c6 tinh cdch chic nang: nhimg nhi¢m
vy, du khdc nhau, nhung ¢6 chung cing mdt muc dich (xay
dung than thé) va cuing mdt ngudn gic (an hué cta Than
lﬂ.li‘}.l'f

16 Xin xem Guénel, V. (&d.), Le Corps et le corps du Churist dans la prémiere
épitre aux Corinthiens (Lect.div. 14) Paris 1983.

7 Xin xem Havet, J., “Christ collectif ou Christ individuel en 1Cor 12,127, E-
phem. Theol. Lovan. 23 (1947) 499-520; idem, “La doctrine paulinienne du
‘Corps du Christ’ Essai de Mise au point,” trong Descamps, A, et alii (eds),
Littéerature et théologie Pauliniennes, Pans 1960, 184-216; Ramaroson, L.,
“L'Eglise, corps du Christ’ dans les écrits pauliniens,” Sciences Ecel. 30 (1978)
129-141.
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Rm 12:3-8

Y nghia cua doan nay ciing tuong tu nhu doan trén kia:
chung lién ddi véi nhau, nhu nhimmg by phén trong mot than
thé. Cac dic sing va tai nang khdc nhau déu phai bé tic cho
nhau va gidp do nhau: d6 l1a y nghia minh nhién. Nhung
Phaold lai viét thém: “trong Puc Kitd,” 1a ngudn lién déi siéu
nhién. Tl § tudng nay dén y tuong “than thé Puc Kitd” chi
con mdt bude nho, va may naim sau thanh Phaold da di xong
ching cach ay.

c. Nhi¢m thé trong cac nguc trung thu

Céc thu viét cho tin hitu cdc gido doan Philiphé, Coloxe,
[Ephésd va cho Philémén thutng dugc goi 1a nguc trung thu,
vi thanh Phaold viét cac thu Ay lic ngai bi giam trong nguc
tu. So véi cdc thu trude, thi trong hai thu gui cho gido hitu
Ephéso va Coloxe, ngai bude mot bude dai trong gido thuyst
vé Than thé Puc Kitd. Trong 1Cr 12, chua thay duge “dau”
khac véi cac chi thé khac nhu thé nao; trong khi trong Cl
va Ep, dau giir mot dia vi d#c thi; ngodi ra, trong Cr va Rm
tong dd chd y dén céc cdng doan dia phuong, con ddi véi Cl
va Ep, trong tam la Hoi thanh toan thé. Y tuéng cin ban
cua Phaolo nim gon trong cau Ep 1:22: “Thién Chia da dat
tat ca dudi chan Puc Kitd va dat Ngai lam dau toan thé Hai
thanh.” Cé thé tom tit y nghia nhu sau: Pirc Kitd 1a sy vién
man cia Thién Chaa; Gido hdi 1a sy vien man caa Buc
Kitd; vii tru 1a su vién mén caa Gido hdi. Néi cach khéc:
Pic Kitd 1a Pau cia Gido hdi, Gido hoi 1a than thé Ngai;



20
v tiu phuc tung BPic Kitd qua Gido hdi."*
1) Chiia Kité la Péu cia Héi Thianh

Nhiéu l14n thanh Phaold da goi Puc Kitd 1a “pAv.” Hau
canh cla &n dy nay khong phai noi nao ciing nhu nhau;
vAy cn phai xem xét v&in mach va y niém tiém &n trong
viin ban thi méi hiéu dugc tu tudng cha vi tdng dd. Sau day
1A nhilng ban vin chinh viét vé chi dé& Pic Kitd 1a
“Pau™"®

PAU: Ep 4:15-16: “Séng theo su thdt va trong tinh bdc
di, chiing ta sé lon lén vé moi phuong dién, vuon
toi Puc Kité vi Ngai la Ddu. Chinh Ngai lam
cho cdc by phdn dn khop véi nhau va toan théan
duoc két cdu chdt ché, nhd moi thit gén mach
nuéi dugng va méi chi thé hoat déng theo chirc
ndng cda minh. Nhu th& Ngai lam cho toan than
lon lén va dugc x4y dung trong tinh bdc di.”

PAU moi thién phi va uy linh: C1 2:10: “Trong Ngai anh
em duge sung man: Ngai vén la ddu moi quyén
lue thén thiéng.”

18 Xem Schnackenburg, R., The Epistle to the Ephesians. A Commentary,
T&T Clark, Edinburgh 1991, déc bigt “Appendix. The Church in the Epistle
to the Ephesians” trg. 293-310; Usami, K., Somataic Comprehensicn of Uni-
ty: The Church in Ephesians, AB 101, Roma 1983.

19 Xin xem Schlier, H., “Kephal?, anakephalaiomai” trong Theol. Dict. of the
New Test. 111, 673-682,
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PAU cta Hdi thdnh: Ep 1:22: “Thién Chiua da djt t6t
cd dudi chdn Duc Kité va ddt Ngai lam ddu toan
thé Héi thdanh.”

DAU cla than thé Gido hdi: Cl 1:18: “Nguoi ciing la
ddu cia than thé, nghia la ddu cia H6i thdnh;
Nguwoi la khéi nguyén, la truong ti trong sé
nhiang nguoi tix céi chét séng lai.”

Duc Kitd 1a dau nghia la gi? Theo quan niém Do théi,
dau tugng trung cho quyén binh va uy thé trong gia tdc (x.
Xh 6:14), hoac trong chi toc (x. Ds 30:2), trong quén dji (x.
Tl 11:8tt), hodc trong qudc gia (x. Is 8:7). Theo quan niém
Hy lap, dau 1a ngudn gdc cha sic song cho thé x4c. Vi thé,
Chaa Kitd 1a thi lanh va ngudn song cia Gido hdi, chinh
vi “Ngai 13 ddu moi quyén luc than thiéng va anh em dugc
vién man trong Ngai” (Cl 2:10).Vi vAy, mudn hiéu Gido hoi
(va chung ta) thi cAn phai tim hiéu vé Pic Kitd trude da.

2) Pue Kité la vién man cua Thién Chiia

Tin diéu dau tién: “Pic Giésu 1a Chaa” (Cv 2:36; P12:11)
ham chia viée “moi gdi phai bai quy trude Danh Ngai.” Ly
do t8i hau 1a vi Ngai 1a Thién Chua (x. Ga 20:28), va vi th&
1a “dau hét va cudi hét, alpha va dméga” (Kh 22:13) ciing
nhu Ngai 14 “Vua céc vua va Chua cac chia” (Kh 19:16). Con
trong k& hoach citu d9, Chia Cha da dé Ngai nim tron t&i
thugng quyén trén moi su (x. Cl 1:18-19).

Vi Die Kitd vira 1a ddu cia vii tru vira 12 déu cia Gido
hdi, nén gidy lien két ciia Gido hi véi the gidi phai di qua
DBic Kito. Ngai vira la trung gian sang tao vira 1a ciu cdnh
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cha moi tao vat, va ca hién gio Ngai dang lam cho moi su
ton tai; va chinh vdi chic ning nay ma Ngai 1a diu cia
Gido hi (Cl 1:15-18).

Hon nia, “Thién Chuaa da vui long “cho tat ca vién méan
tich tu ¢ noi Nguoi” (Cl 1:19): “vién man” (mlujpmpa) nghia
12 gi??" C6 thé c6 hai ¥ nghia: cai lam day va cai duge lam
day: Pic Kitd duge tran day than tinh, bgi von la Thién
Chua, va dem chia sé su vién min Ay vdi nhiing ai & trong
Ngai. Duc Kitd c6 tat ca: than tinh, nhan tinh, 1a Tao héa
va tao vat; 1a trudng tr moi thu sinh, la trudng tir cha cac
ké song lai tir coi chét; trong cuong vi vién mén Ay, Ngai
la trung gian cta viéc sdng tao va cta cong trinh ciu do: moi
su c6 nhy Ngai, bat cf ai duge cttu rdi 1a déu nha Ngai...

e Ddu lam cho Thén thé séng doéng

Péu chuyén thong “nhitmg mach song” cho khip than
thé, 1am cho né 1dn 1én va ting trudng (x. Ep 4:15-16). Diu
ciing c6 chitc nang k&t hgp cdc chi thé lam mot co thé, nhu
12 mot “hiép dong co nang” vi lgi ich cia toan than. Do do,
nhimg nhiém vu khéc nhau (téng d6, ngdn sy, gidng vién,
cht chén, v.v.) déu hop tac dé xay dung mot than thé duy
nhat (Gido hoi). Than Khi 1 nguyén ly hgp nhat nhimg
khac biét giita cdc chi thé vaA tdc dung trong mdi chi thé.
Moi nang luc trong Gido hdi déu tir Dau phat xuat ca: moi

20 Mun tim hifu vé cAc van ban ndy, xin xem Aletti, J.N., Colossiens 1,15-
20. Genre et exégese du texte. Fonction de la themalique sapientielle, AB 91,
Roma 1981.

2! Xin xem Feuillet A., “Plérome” trong Diction. Bibl. Supplement, V111, 1972,
1840.
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an sung déu 12 an sing ctia Puc Kitd Pdu va cé tiém luc
“kitd-héa.” Chu thé cta cdc bi tich 1a Puc Kitd; Chu chén
duy nhat 1a Puc Kita, v.v.

Dau (Thii lanh) diéu hanh va qudn tri Thdn thé

T6i thugng quyén cia Pdce Kitd khong chi 14 mdt vinh
tude, nhung duge thé hign qua viéc diéu hanh va quan tri
Gido hoi. Ep 5:24 ghi nhan: “Gido hdi tung phuc Bic Kitd,”
tic 1a dé Ngai Lic dong va hudng din minh. Nhu Duc Giésu’
vang phuc Chua Cha, thi ciing th&, cdc mdn dé phai vang
phuc Pude Giésu (x. Ga 14:23tt). Néu quyén binh nao ciing
do bai Thién Chia ma cé (x. Rm 13:1), va phai vang phuc
cht dng minh nhu Chia Kitd (x. Ep 6:5), thi hudng chi l1a
trong Gido hoi: “Ai nghe cdc con 1a nghe Ta” (Lc¢ 10:16).
Trong than thé (Gido hdi), moi quyén binh déu bdi Dau ma
ra. Pau (Puc Kitd) khong thiéu véing, thé nén nhimg “dai
dién” cia Ngai khong c6 quyén xi th& nhu chinh minh 1a
chu that duge (x. Mt 24:45-51), ma phai biét y thdc va tu
coi minh chi la khi cu cia Chi chian duy nhat. Mat khiéc,
toan cdng doan va moi tin hitu cing phai biét tung phuc céc
dai dién hitu hinh ctia Pau vd hinh.

3) Gido hoi: Thén thé va su Vién man cia Puc Kité

Kinh nghiém trén dugng Damat ghi dam dau vét trén
toan bd than hoc cia thanh Phaold. Lic dy ngai nghe P
Giésu phan: “Saold, Saold, tai sao nguoi bit bg Ta” (Cv 9:
24), va thoang thay, mt cach nao dé, cdc kitd hitu la chinh
Duc Kitd! Ti d6, ngai suy ra y niém vé Gido hoi nhu 1a than
thé, va con hon nita, nhu 14 chinh Pie Kitd (x. 1Cr 12:12).
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Y nghia ciin ban 1a Gigo hdi duge ddng nhat héa véi Dc
Kitd, chia sé cing mot sd phan, cing mdt sit ménh. Thy
hai: trong Gido hoi ¢6 nhiéu thanh phan khac nhau, ma viin
12 mot than thé duy nhat. Tha ba: moi chi thé phai két hgp
véi Pau va qua DAu, phai lién két vdi nhau. Tl tu: nhimg
chitc ning khac nhaii dé gitp than thé van hanh va hoat
ddng 1a do bdi PAu ma phét sinh, chit khéng bdi than thé.
Cudi cung, Gido hoi chua hoan tat, vin con dang lon lén,
va dang huéng vé véi Chaa Kitd.

Gido hoi cing la “vién man” (pleréma) cua Puc Kito.”
Mot dang vi Gido hoi “duge tran day” moi on phong phu
cta Pue Kitd, nhitg on cin phai duge biéu 1 ra trong th&
gidi va phai dugc tiép tuc trién khai ra trong lich st dé hoan
tat Puc Kitd, tic 14 st ménh cta Ngai. Dang khde, dua theo
thanh Toma, Pic Pio XII viét: “Mot cach nao d6, co thé néi
riing Gio hdi 1a phén bd tic cia Pic Kitd, va Ngai tu hoan
thanh chinh minh vé moi phuong dién trong Gido hoi.”
Thanh Toma viét: “Gido hi la sy vien man caa Dic Kitd,
theo nghia la tat ca nhimg gi 1a tiém nang trong Gido hoi,
bing mdt cich nio d6, da duge hoan tat trong cdc chi thé
ctia Hoi thanh Ngai.” Céc Gido phu Hy lap néi cho ring
cong trinh Nhap thé hoan tat, khi vinh quang cia Dau lan
tda qua moi chi thé. Thanh Augutin ciing quan niém Wwiong
tu nhu vay: “Chia Kitd toan dign (tofus Christus), Diu va
céc chi thé trong su vién min cua Gido hoi... sy vien man

22 & didm nay, xin xem Benoit, P., “Corps, tate et plerome dans les épites de
la captivité,” Revue Biblique 63 (1956) 5-44; de la Polterie, 1., “Le Christ, Plé-
rome de 1'Eglise,” Biblica 58 (1977) 500-524; Mersch, E., Le Corps Mystique
du Christ, 11, ch. iv.

2 Mystici Corporis, 230, DS 3813.

2 Thanh Toma, In Ephes. 1, lect. 8.
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cua mot con ngudi.”™

Gido hoi 1a lanh vuc thudc toan quyén Duc Kitd, nghia
la tran dy quyén nang cu d9 ciia Thién Chia; qua Gido hi
Puc Kito thong tri trén thé gigi va dua din nhan loai vé véi
Chua Cha: d6 1a sy vién man cua chdc ning trung gian.
La Chaa té cin khon (x. Ep 1:20-23), 1a Pau ca Gido hdi,
Puce Kitd thu hgp moi sy thinh mdt duéi quyén binh Ngai
(x. Ep 1:10): dé la gido 1y ctia Vaticand II vé Gido hoi, xéc
quy&t Gido hoi 1a “bf tich hiép nhdt” (LG 1a). Pang khéc,
Pic Kitd da truat phé cic quyén lye than thiéng (mdt quan
niém hay mot 16i dién dat binh dan dua theo than thoai
ngd gido) (x. Cl 2:15; Ep 1:21) va nhd Gido hdi, Ngai thong
tri ching (x. Ep 3:10): Than thé Puc Kitd 1a mdi trung cha
tu do (x. Cl 2:16-22).

3. Linh hdn ctia Nhiém thé

“Dé ching ta khong ngimg canh tan trong Nguoi (x. Ep
4:23), Nguti da cho chung ta théng du vao Thanh Thén
cia Nguai, la chinh Piang duy nhat hién hitu noi DAu ciing
nhu trong cic chi thé, va hiing lam cho song dong, lién két
cing nhu thuc giuc toan than, khién cic thanh Gido Phu
da vi tac dong cia Chua Thanh Thén véi cong viéc ma linh
hon, nguyén 1y clia su song, hoan thanh ngi than x4c con
nguti” (LG 7g).

Khi hiéu Gido hdi 1a mdt “than thé,” thi duong nhién sé
dat cau hoi: “linh hén” Gido hoi & dau? Nhung rdi ciu tra
16i cling duge t nhién tim thdy: linh hén cha Than thé Piic

“ Sermo 341, PL 39. 1493.
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Kitd 12 Than Khi cta Dic Kito!” Pimg quén 1a  day phép
8n du dang dugc dung dén dé biéu dat. Du than hoc c6 thé
néi réing tuong quan giita Thanh Linh va Gido hi giong
nhu tuong quan giita hdn va x4c; nhung, vi day la pham vi
mAu nhiém, nén cin phai néi rd ngay la 16i dién dat than
hoe dung dén trén day la 16i dién dat theo phép loai suy,
va vi thé phan tuong di thi 16n hon hin phan tuong dong.

a. Giao ly Kinh Thanh

Trong Kinh Théanh, vai tro cia Thanh Lirh trong Gido
hoi duge quan niém 1a tuung tu nhu vai trdo cha linh hon
trong thé x4c.”” Trudce tién, Ngai 1a nguyén Iy hiép nhat cia
cong doan va cia toan thé Hpi thanh (x. 1Cr 12: 12-24; Ep
4:3-4), vi Ngai la nguyén Iy hiép nhat cia duc tin (x. Ga 14:
16.17.26) va cta thé ché (x. Cv 20:28; 1Cr 12). Than Khi
14 nguyén ly su song cta Gido hoi, vi moi kitd hitu da duge
sinh ra bdi Ngai qua Phép ria (x. Ga 3:5; Tt 3:5), va Ngai
h#ng cu ngu trong ho (x. Rm 8:9; 1Cr 6:19) 1am cho ho séng
(x. Gl 5:25). Trong than thé Gido hdi, Than Khi la ngudn
xudt phét clia moi doan sing va, qua ching, cia nhitng “co
ning” (nhiém vu) khédc nhau (x. 1Cr 12:4t; Rm 12:4-8; Ep
4:11). That ra, Thian Khi déng cung mjt vai tro trong céc
chi thé ciing nhu ngi Pau (x. Rm 8:9-11). Mot x4c khong hon
1a mdt thay ma; Gido hoi ciing nhu mdi chi thé ma khong
¢6 Than Khi thi ciing chéing khéc chi nhitng thay ma: ching
lam gi duge, ching con 1a gi vé mat siéu nhién, trong ké

26 Thanh Pid X goi Thanh Thé la “linh hon clia Gi4o hpi” (DS 3364).
27 Xin xem Haya-Prats, G., L'Esprit force de I'Eglise. Sa nature et son activité
d'apres les Actes des Apotres, Paris, Cerf 1975.
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hoach ctu do.

b. Theo truyén théong: Than Khi la linh hén cia
Giao héi

Nhimg Iy ching v& diém nay thi vo ké.® O day, chi xin
dan ci mjt vai thi du. Ben Pong phuong, thanh Gioan Kim
khau viét: “Sy duy nhat cia Thanh Linh la gi? Nhu trong
than thé chi c6 mt tdm linh & moi chi thé va lam cho tit
ca thanh mot; Thanh Linh ciing hoat dong tuong tuf nhu thé
¢ trong Gido hoi. Ngai da duge ban cho dé két hgp moi di
biét giita nhimg chung tdc hosc phong héa khic nhau: ké
gia vdi nguti tré, nguoi giau vdi ké ngheo, hang nho bé véi
hang ldn manh, nam gigi véi nit gidi, moi nguoi trong Gido
hoi nén mdt, duge noi két chat ché véi nhau hon ca trong
mot than thé duy nhat”” Bén Tay phuong, thédnh
Augutind con miéu ta minh nhién hon: “Hay thir xem céc
chi thé cta chiing ta: than thé do nhiéu chi thé hgp thanh;
nhing chi c6 mot tAm linh hién tdn va hoat dong trong
moi chi thé... TAm linh ching ta nhu th& nao, nghia la
linh hon ching ta d6i véi cac chi thé minh thé nao, thi
Théanh Linh ciing nhu vy ddi véi cdc chi thé cua Puc Kitd,
doi vai than thé Pue Kitd 1a Gido hoi.™

R Xin xem S. Tromp, De Spiritu Sanctn anima corporis mystici: testimonia
selecta ex SS.Patribus, Roma 1932 (hai can).

* In epistulam ad Ephesios homiliae 9.3, PG 62.72.

™ Sermo 268.2, L 38,1232,



28
c. Giao huédn

Trong thong diép Divinum illud (nam 1897), Puc 186
XIII, da dé cap dén cha dé nay va két thic véi cau viét nhu
sau: “Néu cAn it gon ma néi thi chi phai luu § ring néu
Pirc Kitd 1a Pau cia Gio hi, thi Thanh Than la Linh hon
cua Gido hoi” (DS 3328). Dic biét, trong Mystici Corporis
(nam 1943) Piic Pid XII cing da khai trién tu tudng nay: vi
Thanh Than 1a “Than Khi cta Dic Kitd” hodc “Than Khi
ciia Con” (Rm 8:9; 2Cr 3:17; G1 4:6), &t cting 1a “linh hén cua
Gido hoi” (DS 3807tt). Cong dong Vaticand II da phé
chuin gido ly nay: “Qua moi thoi dai, Chda Théanh Than
hop nhit toan thé Gido hdi bing niém hiép thong va viec
thuc thi tdc vy, ban phéat cho cdc on pham trat va doan
stng khac nhau, dé, tua nhu linh hén, chuyén stc nang
sinh ddng cho cdc dinh ch& trong Gido hoi...” (AG 4).
Thénh Linh la nguyén ly tryc tiép cia sic song trong Gido
hi. Puc Kité (Pau) chuyén thong Thanh Linh cia Ngai dé
thanh héa thin thé; Hién ché Lumen Gentium, so g, da
di®n ta hoat dong ciia Thanh Linh bing ba ddng tif cin
ban: vivificat (“lam song dong”), unificat (“thong nhat”) va
movet (“thiac giuc”). Kinh Tin kinh tuyén xung: “Thanh
Thén la Thién Chia va la Pang ban su song.” Cong dong
da néi lén lai niém x4c tin nay trong nhifu lin va nhiéu
doan cua cac van kién."

™ Thi du: “Nhos Thanh than, Chia Cha hdi sinh nhimg ké & chit vi (i Ibi”
(LG 4). Nhir Ngai, Piee Kito “lam song dpng toan than” (LG 7); “lam song
dong toan thé o cAu” clia Gido hi (LG 8a); vi Ngai 12 “Chia va a Déing ban
su sdng” (13a), “ban su song cho tin hin” (34a), “cho cAc mbn dd” (48b), “cho
Dan Chaa™ (AA 29%), “cho cic thifa tic vien” (PO 12¢); “cung chinh Nguisi sé
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Thanh Linh ciing 14 nguyén ly ting trudng cua Gido hoi.
Ngai ludn canh tan Than thé Dic Kitd khién Gido hdi tién
phat 18n mai trong lich sif loai nguti cho dén khi dat su vién
man trong Thién Chaa (LG 7g,h). La linh hén ctia hoat dong
truyén gido, Thanh Linh 1am cho Gido hdi phat trién l6n
manh (AG 5); da. Hon nita, Ngai con “thdc day” Gido hoi
cong tiac vai Ngai trong viée rao truyén Phic am, dén ndi
long nhiét thanh truyén gido duge coi 1a dau chi kha gic
cun sif viee Thanh Linh thue sy hién dién trong Gido hoi;
va nguge lai, khi thady mot Gido hdi khong con dé tAm cho
lo cho cong tic ‘phic-dm-héa’ moi truong xa hdi cua minh
nita, thi c¢o thé ¢é ly dé nghi ngo 1a khong bist Gido hoi ay
con song theo Thanh Linh hay khong...

Tuy nhién, cin phai biét dung dén diém gido ly nay cho
can than, vi Thanh Linh va Gido hoi khong phai va ciing
khong bao gig tré nén mot “ngodi vi” doc nhat: Chaa Ngoi
Ba da khong nhap thé vao trong Gido hoi! Hon nita, khac
vdi “linh hon,” Thanh Than ¢6 thé hoat dong tir ngoai than
thé.

KET LUAN

Than hoc vé Nhiém thé gitp cho hidu khia canh “nhiém
mAu” cia Gido hoi. Du Vaticand Il ¢6 nhan ra mot su tuong
tu nho dé so véi mau nhiém nhap thé,* nhung cing da cd

lam song dimg than thé hay hu nit cia anh em nhir Thanh Than Nguti &
cung anh em™ (GS 22d).

2 “Nhis phung thike loai suy xAc dang, chang ta o thé vi Gio hi véi miu
nhidm Ngdi Lisi nhap thé; thue vay, nhan tinh dure Nghi Lini Thien Chaa
méc liay hiu phue vu Ngii nhu oo quan ciu 1di song djng, va kit hgp véi
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tranh khai trién gido ly theo chiéu hudng va cich kiéu ay,
va ciing da tranh dung 18i néi Gido hoi 1a Puc Kitd “kéo dai”
ra trong lich su,* bai rot cudc Gido hdi chi 1a mot tao vat.
Pang khéc, quan niém thanh Phaold néi l1én trong hai thu
Cbloxé va Ephésd, khong hoan toan #n khdp vii co ciiu tran
thé cha Gido hoi; nhung la cai gi rong hon, 1a hién than cua
méau nhiém ciu dd va canh tan vii tru: Gido hdi cu thé la
mdi trudng trong dé, mau nhiém Ay to hién ro rang nhat.

La than thé Puc Kitd, Gido hoi trude hét 1a mot thue thé
thudc vé Ngai, va nhu Ngai 1a mdt, thi Gido hoi ciing la
duy nhét. Tuy nhién, nhitng chi thé khac nhau, tic nhimg
chide niing va nhiém vu khéac nhau, 14 yéu td ciu tao than
thé: doc nhat tinh va da dang tinh déu thudc ban chat cia
than thé nay. La than thé cia DPuc Kitd vinh hién, Gido hoi
1 bi tich cia Ngai & gitta long lich st loai nguui.

Néi cho ding ra, “nhiém thé” 14 Thanh Thé; Gido hoi va
bi tich nay “tuong thudc” véi nhau. Gido hdi ci hanh
Théanh Lé la hién thuc héa chinh ban chit cia minh: két
hiép vdi Pu trong su khéc biét cia cac chi thé (gido pham
va gido dan), va dong thoi kin mic nhya song tit ngudn
mach trugng sinh.

Nhiém thé thi rong 16n hon Gido hoi hinu hinh, va con
tiép tuc 16n lén maii cho dén khi dat dén mic vién man
Chda Cha da an dinh tir mudn thud. “Duc Kito toan thé,”

Ngii cach bit kha phén ly; thi cing the, toan thé cg ciu xa hoi cua Gido hbi
phue vu Than Khi aia Chia Kitd, Péang lam cho Gido hpi sing dong dé toan
than thé due Iém lén (x. Ep 4;16)" (LG 8a).

% “Mau nhi¢m citu dd thAn linh nay duge mac khai cho ching ta va van tidp
tuc trong Gizo hdi, Gido hpi ma Pik Chia da 1ap nén Jam than thé Ngai..”
(LG 52a).
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“Adam mdi” nay chi c6 thé dat téi mic hoan hao toan ven
khi moi chi thé cia Ngai da duge thiap nhap vao than thé
Ngai. Gido hdi c6 mot chidu kich canh chung, va chiéu kich
ay sé thanh tuu tron ven khi Pic Kitd quang 1am véi hét
moi chi thé — dich danh hay vé danh — cda Ngai, nhimg
ké ma chi mdt minh Thién Chaa biét long tin cha ho.
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GIAO HOI LA MOT BI TiCH

Gizdo hoi & trong Die Kitd nhu 1a bi tich hofic diu chi va la
khi cu clia day k&t hgp mat thiét vai Thien Chaa, va giita
toan thé nhan loai...” (LG 1a).

Nhan thic va gidi thigu Gido hoi 1a mot bi tich, qua la
mot diém kham pha ot dep va hitu ich cia cong dong Vati-
cand II, giiip md ta ro mdi tuong quan giita Gido hoi va Puc
Kitd. Tuong tu nhu Puc Kitd 1a bi tich cia Chaa Cha (Nghi
1a hinh anh lizu hinh caa Thién Chda vé hinh: Cl 1:15), thi
ciing vy, Gido hoi 1a thue tai hitu hinh lam biéu tugng cho
Pic Kitd, 1a dau chi cho thay su hién dién cua Ngai, va la
dung cu Ngai dung dé thuc hién cdng trinh ciu dd sudt giita
dong lich st loai ngutsi.

Lumen Gentium ép dung khéi nig¢m “bi tich” cho Gido hoi
theo nghia loai suy, chit khdng theo don nghia nhu khi néi
vé “bay bi tich.” Thoi trude cong dong, nhidu téc gia ciing
da timg dung dén khai niém nay; d6 chi 1a hinh thic phan
4nh mot quan niém c6 truyén vé nhiém vu lam trung gian
dugc trao phé cho Gido hdi ¢ trong ké& hoach ciu dd cia
Thién Chaa.

Hié&n ché& vé Phung vu khing quyét: “Tif canh sutn Chua
Kitd chiu chét trén thap gi4, da phat sinh bi tich nhiém la
1a Gido hoi” (SC 5). Danh xung nay duge Hién ch@& Lumen
Gentium dung nhu mdt cich dinh nghia Gido hoi. Hién ché
ghi ro 1a: “Khi bi treo 18n khoi dat, Chaa Kitd da kéo moi
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nguiit ¢*n vl minh. KKhi tir ké chét stng lai, Ngai da phai
giii Thanh Than ban su s8ng dén vdi cic mon dé, va nh
Thanh Than thiét lap than thé Ngai la Gido hdi, nhu 1 bi
tich ciu do phd quat” (LG 48). “Bi tich phd quat™ nay cling
due goi 14 “bi tich hin hinh cOa st hidp nhat eftu dd cho
toan thé va cho mai npudi”™ (LG 9). Pay 1a Jan dau tién trong
lich sir, Gido hodi duge chinh thiic dinh nghia nhu mt bi tich.
Viy, st kién nAy mudin néi g;i?

1. “Bi tich Gido h{i”

“Bitich” 1a gi? Than hoc dinh nghia: "bi tich” 1a “ddu chi
hitu higu cla An sing,” ho#ic theo Vaticand I1 1a “dau chi va
dung cu cta viee kel hiép mat thiét vai Thién Chiaa.™ Con
theo thanh Toma thi “bi tich” 1A “nhiing gi ¢6 quan hé vdi
sit thanh thién, trong tu ciach 14 nguyén nhan, 1a dau chi,
hoiic la trong mdt dang quan hé nao khée.”? Vi nhing loai
pham trt hiégn sinh hon, bi tich duge quan nigm nhu 1a biéu
wiyng Thién Chita dung dé mdi goi con ngudi don nhan an
sting ma bi tich chiin dung. Bidu tugng nay linh nghiém vi
Thitn Chuin trung thanh: Nguti dit Gido hdi 1am khi cu cdu

' Sieft Gido 1y... giai nghia nlus sau: “I Hy lap mysterion due dich m tigng
Latinh thiinh b Al saysteritem (médu nhigm) va sacraenentum (i Lich).,, “bi
tich™ ndi lin ditu hitu hitg hinh el thue tai bi &n qia on ciu 40 L., Cong cude
cttr iy o nlian tink thanh thien va thanh hor cia N 1a bi tich on oiu da,
dis e by th vi hoat dbng trong ¢ic D tich ciia Giso hit (mi cie Gido hii Bong
phuimg cimg goi Fa “cic man nhitm thanh™. Bay bi tich 1 nhimg diu hidu v
ching vy Chiia Thianh Thin ding 8 ban phat an simg om Chaa Kito 1a Paa,
trong CGiao hisi 1 Thin thé Ngai, Nhu vay, Giao hai nAm giir va thong ban
an sing +d hinh ma Gioe hi b ditu hipu. Chinh theo nghia tiimg tf nay ma
Gian hii ukte i la “bi tich” (50 774).

2 Srpvemer, 181, 60, 1.
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dd; thé nén, hé ai gia nhap Gido hdi 1a duge dén nhan vio
trong lanh vue ciu dd, va chinh Thién Chaa dich thin dam
béo cho nguti &y nhan duge on cdu dd, néu bidt trung thanh,
khong tif chdi, khong phan boi.

Cong dong cd y dung gidi tir nhu (“nhu” mot bi tich) dé
noi Ién chi ¥ mudn dp dung ¥ niém “bi tich” cho Gido hi
mot cach loai suy, tic la theo céich khac so v “bay bi tich”
theo nghia quen thudc; thé nén, khang 6 chuyén cé tam bi
tich! Than hoc hiing quan niém Pic Kitd 14 “bi tich co ban,”
vi Ngai 1a hién than cia Thién Chida vd hinh, 14 dau chi cia
tinh yéu Thién Chaa doi vdi loai nguti, 1a trung gian (vira
dung cu vira chii thé) ctia on ctiu dd; hon nita, chinh ban than
Ngai la an sing t6i thugng Thién Chida ban cho loai nguii.
Pic Giésu (con nguti) 1a trung gian lam cho ching ta duge
két hiép vdi Thien Chda va nhin duge moi on Nguti ban.
Cong dong Trentd day riing cdc bi tich “chia dung an siing
ma chiing biéu thi” (DS 1606); c6 th& mdi thiy ro Puc Kitd
that 1a “bi tich co ban.” Ma Gido hoi 1a than thé Dic Kitd,
cho nén trong Ngai va nhi két hap vdi Ngai 1a Pau, Gido
hoi thong du vao nhiém vu hay sif mang bi tich caa Ngai.

“Bi tich tinh” khong néi &1 ban chit, song la chifc niing
ctia Gido hoi. Khong giong nhiing dan toc khac (nhu dan
Viét Nam, dan Do thai, v.v.), Gido hdi c6 mdt chie néing biéu
tuong; khong giong nhig xa hoi khac ~dc quéc gia, chiing
han), Gido hdi khong 6, khong mang trong minh myc dich
ciia rieng minh: do 1a “dac tinh ca bigt” cia Gidao hoi.

Bi tich tinh nay duge thong chuyén trude hét cho bay bi
tich, roi cho Lifi Chaa trong phung vu, cho cic 4 bi tich, va
ca cho céc cg ché cia Gifn hdi nita, dir theo nhitng miie do
rit khac nhau.



2. Nhi¢ m cuc bi tich

Muén higu o hon bi tich tinh cta Gido hdi, thi cin phai
biét dat Gide hdi vao trong toan cuc ké hoach citu do. Xua
nay, Thién Chuaa thutimg dung nhitng dAu hiéu dé giao tiép
vdi con nguti. Tai sao lai thé? Vi Nguti mudn vay, nhung
cting con vi ban chat caa su viéc: Thidn Chaa tuyét doi vo
hinh; chi nhis Con cia Nguti nhap thé, con nguti mdi duge
biet Nguii: “Khong ai da thady Thién Chaa bao gids, nhung
Con Mot... da to cho ching ta biet” (Ga 1:18); cu thé hon:
ai thy Diic Giésu la thiy Chua Cha (x. Ga 14:9): d6 chinh
la truesng hgp dién hinh cta bi tich chufn tdc. Ban tinh con
ngutsi bao gits ciing cAn dén nhitg hé thong biéu tugng dé
ma sinh hoat va phat trién.”

Qua vy, k& hoach ciu dd duge tém gen vao trong mau
nhiém nhép thé: Thién Chria trd nén x4c pham, Ngai 1 con
duting ciu do. Piie Kito khong chi 1a kho tang tich chita moi
an sung, khong chi 1a trung gian duy nhét dua dan 1én vai
Thién Chaa, ma con 1a “miu muc” cia nhimg “dutng 161"
ctia Thién Chuaa nita. Noi Pic Kitd, vat chit trd nén dung
cu ctiu do; noi inde Kitd, nhitng cif chi va hoat dong cia con
ngui trag nén nhitng c chi va hoat dong cta Thién Chua
ctin do; noi Pie Kitd, than tinh citu rdi ching ta qua nhan
tinh. Cac Gido phu da cuong quy#t bao vé “nhiém cuc bi

! Xin xem Chauvet, LM., Du symbolique au symbole. Essai sur les sacre-
ments, Paris 1979; idem. Symbole et sacrement. Une relecture sacramentelle
de l'evistence chritienne, Paris 1987; Van Roo, W.A., The Christian Sacra-
ment, Roma PUG 1992; Rahner, K., “I'heology of the Symbol,” Theological
Investigations IV, Baltimore: Helicon Press 1966, tr. 221-252; Domergue, M,
“Nhap thé va Bi tich,” Hop Tuyen Thian Hoe, b 5 (1992) 105-115.
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tich” khi két 4n cdc lac gido khinh miét vat chat, nhu la 4o
than thuyét, ngd gido, thuyét tin Platd, hay 1a thuy@t nhi
nguyén, v.v.: tit cad déu phi nhan céc bi tich.* Nhitg phong
trao ¢6 khuynh hudng duy linh, nhu thanh gido (Cathari,
Albigeois...), hoiic cht truong tir chdi nhiing moi trung gian,
Tin lanh, v.v.: déu phan doi hé thong bi tich.

Dau rang, tuyét déi ma néi, “ch& do bi tich” khong nhat
thiét 14 cin cho ban tinh loAi ngudi; nhung néu dua tneo
con ngutii cu thé — véi ban chat vat thé va xd hoi — ma
noi, thi qua phai nhan 1a ché d9 bi tich rét thich hgp vai
ban chat loai ngutri. Than hoc ¢6 dién thutmg nghi 1a “néu
Adam khong pham ti” thi bi tich cung sé khong ¢6.” Trai
lai, Phanxicd Sudrez chli truong riing du khong c6 tdi, con
nguii ciing van can dén céce bi tich dé giao tiép va trao doi
vdi Thién Chaa. Vi tu nhién, con nguti can dung dén nhiing
dau chi dé dién ta long ton kinh va niém tin cia minh doi
vdi Pang Toi Cao vo hinh, ciing nhu dé biéu hién mai higp
nhat ton gido gita xa hoi, v.v."

' Vi du, Inhaxid Antinkia, Ad Smyrn. 6, lrénéd, Adv. haer. 4.18.5; 5.1.3, v.v;
Tertulliand, Adv. Marcionem 1, 28.29; De carne Christi 9, v.v.

" Ching han thanh Toma, II1.61.2; 4 Sententiarum, d.19.1.a2; ngai theo lap
trémg thanh Augutino, De Genesi contra manichaeos 2.4, P1, 34,198,

" Sach Gido Ly ciia Cong Pong Trentd (11, ¢h.1, s 14) it ra nhimg 1§ do nhu
sau: 1) Ban tinh nhan loai cAn dén gide quan dé dat i su v hinh; 2) Cac diu
chi bidu 16 ton § cia Thién Chaa lien quan dén cAc lii hita, va khich 1 con
nguii tin g vao Ngubri; 3) Nhir céce bi tich, an sing déin vai ching ta mit
céch hop véi ban tinh nhan loai hon; cic bi tich 1a phuomg thube chia tri tinh
yiu hen ctia chiing ta; 4) Mt chng doain tin hitu ¢in ¢6 diw chi chung dé béo
dam su hiep nhat; 5) Nhitng bi tich 1a phumg tign dé cdng khai tuyen xung
dife tin tnfe mat moi nguési; 6) Nhimg diu chi nhu this ed ki ning o vo long
tin tumg va tinh thumg giita cic tin hita vai nhau; 7) Cac bi tich gitp ching
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Thét ra, trong chuong trinh cta Thién Chuia, cong cude
tao dung va eiiu chude chi 1a hai mét cba cing mot thue tai.
Tu nhién va siéu nhién, ban chat con nguvi va an sing cia
Thién Chuaa, khong chong d6i nhau, song chiit ché &n khap
vdi nhau. Tao vat 1a sit gid diu tien Thién Chaa phai gii
dén vdi con ngudi dé tusng thuat vinh quang clia Nguwi (x.
Tv 19:1). Qua cic tao vat, Thién Chida mac khai chinh minh
cho con nguisi, vit qua d6 chuyén ban dén luong din on el
dd cia Ngutri (x. Kn 13;1-9; Rm 1:20). Cvtn Ude cho thay
Thién Chuaa ding cic bifn ¢6 1am trung gian mac khai, hét
nhu khi Nguii ding cde co ché hoic cac tién tri. Thutng
thuting Thién Chua giao tiép véi din Nguti qua bién c& va
lsi noi, la nhu hai phuong cdch bd tic cho nhau (DV 1).
Thién Chaa vd tan, bat kha tri ddi véi tri luc hitu han loai
nguoi; vi the, chinh Nguti da tu diat minh trong tAm nhéan
thiic cua con ngudi qua nhitng hinh anh, dau chi, va biéu
tuong.

Nhan ching hoc hién dai da néu bat cho thdy rang tu
ban chat, con nguti 1a mdt biéu tugng.” Trong thue t&, chi
khi “y nghia” cua mt cd nhan con ngudi duge nguti khac
nl.an la “e6 nhan tinh,” thi nguoi Ay mdi trd nén “mot ké nao

16.” Nhung bat e “y nghia” nio cling déu phai dugce hiéu qua
dau chi. Khong ¢6 ddu chi va biéu tugng, con nguti khdng

1 song khibm nhuimg: dbi con ngdri chiing ta phai chip nhan nhimg dau chi
kha giac vi vang i Thien Chaa.

" Xin xem Guenon R, Symboles fondamentaix de la science sacrée, Paris, Gal-
limard 1962; Jung, C.G., Lhonune et ses symboles, Laffont-Port Roval 1964;
Sterckx, S, Introduction au monde des symboles, Zodiaque 1966; Bouyer, L.,
Le rite et lhomme, Cerf 1962; Innis, R, (ed.) Semiotics. An Introductory An-
thology, Bloomington, 1985; Melchiorre, V., Simbolo e conoscenza, Milano,
1988,
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thé song duge. Ngon ngif chéing han 12 mot hé thong biéu
tugng. Vi thé, ding téch ra khéi xa hoi — 1a mot mang dét
tir nhitng biéu tugng — mdt c4 nhan khong thé thanh tuu
chinh minh duge. Hon nita, Thién Chaa da dung nén con
ngudi theo hinh &nh cia Ngudi; bai thé, con nguti biéu thi
nhiing thyc tai vugt hin 1én trén chinh minh, va hudng vé
vdi mt dich diém néim & “phia bén kia” ca nhan minh: con
ngudi 1a “bi tich” cta Thién Chaa. Vi vy, con nguisi c¢o thé
nhan ra Thién Chaa khi tién sdu vao trong thaim tam cia
minh, ho#c 1a khi nhin vao dung mao nguti khéac. Va vi con
ngudii mang dam tinh chat ton gido, cho nén cii mang biéu
tugng kia cang gitp cho con ngudi ¢é duge nhitng diéu kién
thuan lgi dé phat huy d#c tinh Ay. Bdi ton gido biéu hién
qua mot he thong biéu tugng, nghia 1a mot hé thong nhimg
nghi thic, nhilmg cudc 1&, nhitng noi thanh, v.v.; néi cich
khac: qua mot hé théng b tich.

Pa dung nén ching ta lam con nguwi, Thién Chuaa cung
mudn ciu rdi ching ta theo kidu cach phit hop véi ban tinh
con ngudi: vi con ngudi 1a xac thé, nén Thién Chuaa da dung
vat chat 1am khi cu ciu d9; vi mang xa hoi tinh, nén con
ngudii duge ctiu rdi trong mot xa hoi va qua mot xa hi, tic
la Gido hdi; vi mang chiéu kich thoi gian, nén con ngui
duge Thién Chaa tur mac khai cho biét qua lich st va mot
cach lich si. Vi try véin hanh theo da tién héa, nghia la
Thién Chuaa da dit sén & trong vat chat mot tiém ning c6
stic nay nd dé phat sinh mudn loai muon vat va hét moi sinh
linh; thi k& hoach ciiu dd cling thé: tiém nang ton gido cha
tao vat sé phat trién dé tao thanh mudn van dang loai nghi
thiic, biéu tugng, ton gido... Mit khéc, trong via tru mdi su
vat déu phat sinh tir su vat khac, thi trong “vii tru ciu do”
cung vy va dé la hé thong trung gian: Thién Chaa ciu vt
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qua trur.g gian cua nguti khac: qua Abraham, Nguoi ciu dng
Lot khoi thanh Sodoma (St 18:22); qua Mos#, Yavé ban giao
ude, v.v.; hoite qua trung gian cia mot cd ché, nhu: hang tu
té, Dén tho, Lé luat, v.v.

Nhung vi con nguti duge quyén tu do, nén co ché& ciu do
ciing phai hoa nhip vdi kha niing tir tri nay: vi thé, cdc bi
tich khong tic dung mot cach tu dong, ma phai tiy vao y
hudng cia thifa tdc vién va tinh trang tAm hon cia nguoi
lanh nhan.

3. e Kité: bi tich c{i nguén

bie Kitd 14 hién than song dong cia Thién Chia nhan
hAu (x. Tt 3:4): “Qua 1a ldn lao that, Mau nhiém cta chan
dao! (pietatis sacramentum) da hién hién trong xac thit...”
(1"™m 3:16). Con nguti Giésu chiia dung an sung tao héa (la
chinh Thién Chua) va an sing thu tao cao ca (l1a thue tai
Ngoi hiép), ma than hoc goi 1a “4n sing tha lanh” (gratia
capititalis), vi 1a an sing ctia Déu, tic 14 ngudn an sing cho
toan than. Puc Kitd khong chi 1a ddu hiéu lam cho ching-
ta biét Chia Cha, ma la dau hiéu “hién thé héa” Chia Cha
cho ching ta; vi thé, ai thdy Ngai 14 thdy Chaa Cha: Puc
Giesu la bi tich cua Chia Cha. Pang khice, Ngai la hién than
cua mau nhiém ctu d9; vi thé, ai giap Ngai, tiép xic va cham
viio Ngai, 1a duge noi lién véi ngudn mach on ciu d9, la
duge 1anh manh (x. Mt 9:20-22).

Con nguoi Giésu 1 cong cu ctia Thién Chaa dung dé ciu
do thé gian: cong cu hoan hao, vita hoan toan tu do, vita hoan
toan quy phuc thanh y Chia Cha. Piic Giésu la Ngoi Lai:
nhu nhin vi cua ching ta chi hoat dong qua thé xac song
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dong, thi ngoi vi Puc Kitd cing hanh dong nhu vay: Ngai
chiia lanh nguti phong cti (x. Mt 8:3tt) ho#ic tha thi toi 161
(x. Mt 9:2); Ngai muén chia sé vinh quang vdi cdc ban hiiu
minh (x. Ga 17:24) vA mang on ctiu dd dén cho cdc ddng bao
tir chéi don nhan Ngai (x. Mt 23:37); va bay gis Ngai dang
khong ngimg két higp nhiing gi da bi phan tan (x. Ga 11:52;
12:32), cung lam dung cu dé Thién Chaa hoa giai thé gian
vGi chinh minh (x. 2Cr 5:19). Than x4c cia Ngai 14 ngudn
trutimg sinh (x. Ga 6:53tt), vA ngoai Ngai ra thi ching c6
duge on ciu dd (x. Cv 4:12). “Die Kitd l1a bi tich vi Ngai phai
két mot An sing vd hinh tdng quat vdi mot hinh thé kha
gidc c6 kha nang biéu thi va ban chuyén an sung Ay. La bi
tich eiru do, vi Ngai mang trong Ngai sy hoa giai qua mau
Ngai, giao ude mdi va chung quyét, on 1am con Thién Chia
trong An sing, niém hy vong duge vinh hién, bao ching
quyén thirta ké& ctia con c4i Thién Chda, mdi hiép thong mat
thiét vai Nguwi, va gidy hiép nhat moi con cai Thién Chia
thanh mot dan toc, mot than thé.™ Sach Gido 1y day ring:
“Nhu vay nhan tinh cia Ngai duge coi nhu ‘bi tich,” nghia
la ddu hidu va dung cu cGa thian tinh Ngai va cta on ciiu dd
ma Ngai mang dén cho ta: nhitng gi hiiu hinh trong cube
song tran thé cia Ngai, din dua ching ta tdi mau nhiém
vo hinh vé than the 1am Con Thién Chua ciia Ngai va vée su
mang ciu d ciia Ngai” (sd 515). Vay, Diie Kito la bi tich can
nguyén cua moi bi tich.

8 Y. Congar, Un peuple messianique, Paris 1975, trg 18; xem Schillebeeckx,
E., Le Christ sacrement de la rencontre de Diew, Paris 1960.



41

4. Gidao héi la mot Bi tich trong Dic Kitd

Nhu di thay, Vaticand 11 goi Gido hdi la “bi tich phd quat
cua on ciu d0.” Sach Gido Ly cua Gido Hpi Cong Gidgo nhan
dinh thém riing Gido hdi 1a “bi tich bidu hién sif mang cta
Pic Kitd va cia Thanh than” (sé 738), va 1a “bi tich, nghia
la dau hiéu va 1a dung cuy, cia chinh sy song Thién Chaa”
(s0 932). S di Gido hdi la bi tich thi chinh la vi Gido hoi ¢
trong DPic Kito va tuy thude vao Ngai. Gido hoi la bo mat
xi hdi cia Duc Kitd, néu bat sy hign dién ciu dp cia Ngai
¢ trong thé gidi: nhu du hoat dong qua than thé, thi ciing
vay, Due Kito hoat dong qua Gido hoi.

Vé mot sé khia canh, Gido hdi giong nhu mau nhiém
Nhap thé (LG 8). Trong thong diép Satis cognitum (1896),
Pute Léo XIII viet rang: “Nhu Pie Kitd, 14 Pau va 1a Mau
muc cia Gido hoi, s khdng phai l1a toan ven néu chi duge
nhin biét don thuin qua nhan tinh hitu hinh cta Ngai...
ho#c qua than tinh v hinh cia Ngai ma thoi, ... vi Ngai 1a
mdt trong va tir hai ban tinh, hitu hinh cting nhu vd hinh;
thi ciing thé, Nhiém thé cia Ngai sé khang phai 14 Gido hoi
that néu khong c6 su viée cdc yéu td hitu hinh kin mde sic
song vii nang luc tit nhimg an hu@ siéu nhién vd hinh...”
(DS 2301). Mt vd hinh ca Gido hoi hé tai & sy hién dién
cua e Kitd va Than Khi, nhu Pue Pid XII viét: “Puc Kitd
hoat ddong trong Gido hdi méat thiét dén dd c6 thé coi Gido
hdi nhu 1a mot ‘ngdi vi khac' cia Ngai;™ va trich din thanh
Augu'ind, Puc Pid XI1 viét tiép: trong Gido hoi “Pric Kitd rao
giarg Dic Kito.”® Thanh Toma viét: “Dau va cac chi thé la

" Thon 1 dipp Mediator Dei AAS 35 (1943) 218.
" Ser 1o 354.1, PL 39, 1536,
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nhu mdt ngdi vi huyén nhiém.”™' Vi Than Khi hién dién nhu
vy, nén cong dong Vaticand 11 da dita theo mit thi loai suy
dé so sanh Gido hi vdi mau nhiém Nhap thé;'? nhung chiic
nang ctia Than Khi trong Gido hoi thi khéc hén véi chic
ning cua Ngoi Loi trong D Kitd!

Tréi v6i than hoc kinh vién, thin hoc tan dai ban luin
rit nhiéu vé cha dé nay. Thé ky 19, M. J. Scheeben di néu
1én tinh chét bi tich cha Gido hdi; nhung c6 18 nguti gay
duge Anh hudng 16n nhat trong vAn d& nay va ¢6 sic thu hat
nhiéu thin hoc gia lung danh thuan theo quan diém cla
minh," ]1a Otto Semmelroth." Loi diém cia ¥ niém “bi tich”
la & chd c6 kha ning néu bat thé quan binh giita hai loai
yéu to cdu thanh trong bdn chat than-nhan cta Gido hoi, tic
1a vifa hitu hinh vita vo hinh, vita nhén loai via than thiéng,
vita xa hdi vita mau nhiém, vita thé ché vita doan sing, v.v.

Ly do cudi cung giai thich tai sao Gido hdi lai mang tinh
chat bi tich, thi ciing hét giong nhu 1y do gidi thich tai sao
6 cude Nhap thé: 1a dé€ con nguti nhan duge on cdu rdi qua
con ngudi. Mudn chuyén thong on ciu rdi cho moi nguisi, Pie
Kitd phuc sinh cAn dung d&n mdt cong cu ¢6 tinh chat lich
stf va xa hoi, hién dién & khip ndi va trong moi ldc: d6 1a
Gido hoi.

" Summa Theologica 11482 ad 1.

¥ Pimg quén la phép loai suy nay néi 1én mit syt di bigt 1ém hon la suf tumg
ddng: xem Y. Congar, “Dogme christologique et ecclésiologie. Vérité et limites
dun parallele,” trong Sainte Eglise, tr. 69-104.

"V lich sif lien quan dén didm nay, xin xem Bernards, M., Zur Lehre von
der Kirche als Sakrament. Beobachtungen aus der Theologie des 19. w 20.
Jahrhunderts, trong Muenchner Theol Zeitschr., 1969, 29-54.

" 0. Semmelroth, Die Kirche als Ur-Sakrament, Frankfurt 1953.
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5. DAu chi va An sing cta bi tich Ay

a. Dua theo Isaia 11:12, cdng dong Vaticand I goi Gido
hoi 1a “déa 1 hidu da moc 1én gitia céc dan toe” (DS 3014), va
Vaticand 11 n6i riing dnh sang cta Puc Kitd chidu toa trén
lthudn mat caa Gido hdi (LG 1); va néu Gido hdi 1a thanh
xiy trén nd (x. Mt 5:15), thi mudn dan c6 thé thay rd duge
“dau chi” 7. Dau chi bi tich duge cu tao do nhimg yéu to
hitu hinh ua Gido hoi. Néu khdng ¢6 nude thi cing chang
c6 duge Ph ) rita; néu khong c6 banh thi ciing ching c6 dudgc
Thanh Thé; vay, néu Gido hoi khong c6 nhimg chat thé
thich dun; thi ciing chdng c6 dugc bi tich. Lumen gentium
n6i ro 1a hinh thé dy, dau chi ay, 1 co cdu xa hoi cia Hoi
thanh (L(} 8 a). Kinh Tin kinh néu 1én bon dic tinh hiu
hinh cta Gido hoi: duy nhat, thanh thién, cong gido va tong
truyén, nphia 1A nhig gi con ngui c6 thé cam thay, nhan
rd duge. N Yu Gido hdi chia rg, thi diu chi sé bi phai mg va
gay. Co the ap dung 1oi Diic Giésu néi qua Ga 17:21 cho hiéu
ning ciu do caa bi tich tinh Gido hoi. Hiép nhat trén moi
binh dién (nhm tong d, x{ dao, dia phan, Gido hdi toan
cau) tao nén dauv chi va dnh huéng sdu manh dén hiéu nang
cta bi tich tinh ay - Vaticand II trich dan li thanh Toma A-
quind néi riing “néu thiéu higp nhat, thi khong thé cé on ciu
roi” (LG 26a). Su tha ) thién hitu hinh c6 1& 1a yéu t6 cha
yéu ciu tao nén dau chi: cong dong kitd cé yéu thuong 1an
nhau, c6 song tinh than lia sé va dan than vo vi lgi, c6 biét
cau nguyén cung lam chiing cho Thién Chaa va cho niém hy
vong siéu nhién, v.v. trudc mit moi ngui, thi Gido hi méi
c6 du diéu kién dé thi hanh chic ning lam dung cu citu do
hitu hiéu giita cude song ¢ 1 thé cha xi hoi loai nguti. Pac
tinh cong gidgo dong mdt ai lrd trong yéu trong viéc xay
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dung diu chi theo hai mit: mot mat, tuy thoi dai va hoan
canh, phd quat tinh véi chiéu kich toan ciu, mang mot stic
hap thu manh mé; va mit khéce, dic tinh nay ham tich mot
su phong phi da dang (ma céc cdng tac hoi nhap viin hoa
va ban x héa 1a nhimg thi du cu thé), cing to 16 cho thay
ring trong bat e mdi trudng vin héa xi hoi nao, an sing
cing chi déi méi chit khong 1am cho con nguisi tha hoa di.
Dic tinh tong truyén cia Gi4o hoi — toan céu ciing nhu dia
phuong — lam cho thay ro ban chat chinh thong cia Gido
hoi; hay néi cdch khéc: giip cho nhian ra dau 1a Gido hoi
that, Gido hoi gin giif tron ven va tinh tuyén s digp Tin
Mimg cta Puc Kitd, tuyén xung dic tin cia cic tong do dé
lai ciing bao toan co cdu chi yéu cia Gido hdi so khai, cha
khong phai la mot Gido hdi nao khdc... di bien thé. Cac yéu
to kia cang to 1o rd rang thi dau chi bi tich cang nén hoan
héo, tife 1a cang c6 sdc lam chimg va thuyét phuc. Vi thé,
Vaticand II da “khuy@n giuc con cdi [Gido hi| ra sic thanh
luyén va canh tan ban than, dé &n diu cta Chaa Kitd chiéu
sdng rang ngoi hon trén khudon mét Gido hoi” (LG 15, GS
43df). Ngoai ra, dé duge nhu vay thi con cin phai tién hanh
va ddy manh cong téc canh tin thich nghi cing céi tién sau
rong nhimg co ciu trong Gido hoi.

La dau chi an sting, Gido hdi c6 bon phan phai lam sao
dé xa hoi loai nguti nhan ra ban sic c4 biét ciia minh, nhan
ra minh qua 1a mdt cdng dong dic thu. Thanh Phaold doi
bube céc kitd hitu phai ¢6 thai dd va 16i sdng khéc vdi nhing
nguti chung quanh (x. Rm 12:2; 1Cr 10:21tt). “T'rudc kia anh
em la tdi tim, nhung bay gid, trong Chda, anh em 1a dnh
sang” (Ep 5:8): vay, do dau ma nguoi ta nhin ra duge su thay
ddi nay? Nhitng gia tri cia Gido hi (long yéu thuong, thai
dd hoa giai, tha thi, chan that va khiém ha, v.v.) thi khac
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han véi nhimg gi4 tri cla thé gian (tién cla, dia vi, cudng
quyén, khodi lac...): x& hoi loai ngudsi c6 thdy duoc nhimng
bing ching cu thé va hung hén di, dé nhy d6 ma nhén ra
nhimg khéc bigt kia hay khong? Nhu moi bi tich, Gido hdi
cing can phai “cir hanh” — néu bat — bi tich tinh cia minh.
Bi tich tinh cta Gido hoi duge thé hién, vé& mat ddi ndi, qua
niém higép thong, tic 1a qua thai do chia sé trong tinh yéu
thuong; va vé phia doi ngoai, qua cong téc truyén gido, tic
la hanh vi chia sé on eiu dd véi mudn dén.

b. Mbi bi tich chita dung mdt &n sing d#c thu. An sing
7ido hoi chida dung la chinh Pde Kitd: Gido hi gidi thiéu
Ngai vdi loai nguti, gitp ho gip Ngai, va hon nifa, trd nén
chi thé cia Ngai, trong Gido hdi. Néu Gido hdi khong con
stic dé chi cho thay Puc Kitd, thi 1a nhu chiée dia ban da
hong. Ngoai ra, cong dong Vaticand 11 ciing d4 midu ta on
bi tich kia nhu la “giay két hgp mat thiét v6i Thién Chuaa va
la moi hiép nhat toan thé nhan loai” (LG 1a). Viée két hgp
véi Thién Chua da thanh hién thue trong Pie Kitd, nhu con
cai trong Con Mat; thé thi Gido hdi phai la mot gia dinh ma
Thién Chua la Cha. Hau qua cGa niém két hgp véi Thién
Chaa 1a mdi hiép nhat giira loai nguti: Gido hoi 1a khi cu
Thién Chua dung dé thong nhat nhan loai da bi tdi 16i phan
tan. Thién Chua da tao dung loai nguti nhu la mot dai gia
dinh; bay gis Ngudi mudn téi tao tinh doan két bing mot
moi hiép nhat mdi (hoan hdo han) nhés Gido hdi, “d8 Gido
hoi trd nén bi tich hitu hinh cia mdi hiép nhat ciu dd ay
(salutiferae unitatis)” (LG 9c¢); nhu thé ¢6 nghia la cong tac
thong nhat va cong tac ciu rdi chi 1a mot. La “bi tich phd
quat,” Gido hdi 1a dung cu phuc vu cho cong trinh ciu d) toan
dién: thé chat va thiéng liéng, cd nhan va xa hi, dui nay va
dui sau, cho timg ngudi ciing nhu cho moi nén van héa, dao
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dic va ton gido, cho moi thit chi nghia va dang thuyét triét
i

Theo thanh Toma Aquind, c6 ba chifc ning trong mdi bi
tich: “Déu hiéu luu niém qua kh, tie 1a cuge Piie Kitd chiu
chét; ddu hidu chi v& hoa qua ctia cude thuong khé, tite 14 cia
An sGng ctu d9; dau higu tidn tri, nhAim béo truée vinh quang
tuong lai.™* Thi hanh céc chic niing nhu thé 14 Gido hoi
hiing nhd dén Pie Kitd (eif hanh L& Ta On, rao gidng, lam
chiing, v.v.) va ti&p tuc cong trinh ciu dd cia Ngai, trong khi
ch&r dgi Ngai dén dé hoan tit vuong quoc ma Ngai da khai
md trong Gido hoi. Mdi “hiép nhat ciu dd” ciing dang hién
dién & trong Gido hdi (mdt cach khi€m toan), dang lén lén,
va sé dat d&n mic sung mén trong ngay Quang lam.

Hoa qua caa Gido hi-bi tich 1a bay bi tich, dac biét 14 cac
bi tich Thanh tdy va Théanh Thé. Th4nh tdy li nhu da con
tir d6 Gido hdi sinh ra céc con cdi Thién Chuia va thap nhap
ho vao than thé Dide Kitd. Thanh Thé 14 than minh bi tich
chia Puc Kitd, va bdi vay, 1a modi trudng kién tao hitu higu
cung thé hi¢n hiép nhat hung hén nhat & dui nay (x. LG
26, PO 6). Pic tinh bi tich — cdch riéng 1a trong céc bi tich
Thénh tdy va Thanh Thé — mang lai cho ddn méi cta Thién
Chda nhiing nét dic trung, khong thé c6 duge noi cdc dan
khéc."®

1% Summa theologica 111, 60. 3.

1% Sach Gido Ly ciia Cong Piong Trentd viet: “Céc bi tich chia Ludt mdi ob hai
chitc nang nay: giap phén bigt nguin kitd vi lumg dan, va lien két cie tin hin
cach thanh thién, chit chi” (sb 156).
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6. “Ngoai Gido hdi khéng c¢é6 on ciu dp”

Trong bdi canh suy tu Ay, than hoc da d3: dién vdi vAn dé
6 thé noi la gai goe, t6i tim va kinh hoang nhéit cia Gido
hoi hoc. Truyén thong da dé lai cong thic: extra ecclesiam
nulla salus, c6 nghia la: “ngoai Gido hdi, khong c6 on ciu
d5.”"" Nhu Pie Kitd 1A Vi trung gian duy nhat, Gido hoi la
dung cu citu dd duy nhat: truyén théng day nhu vay. Mudn
hiéu chinh xdc thanh ngit nay thi cAn phai phan biét hai
giai doan trong lich sui Gido hdi: tic 1a trude va sau thé ky
16; vi cho dén thé ky 16, Gido hdi (téc Chau Au) méi kham
phé ra la ¢6 hang triéu ngudi & Chau A va Chau My chua
timg nghe néi vé Puc Kitd bao gid.

Thanh ngit kia khdi phéat tir thanh Cypriand, gidm muc
Carthagd, roi sau d6, thanh Augutind da ti&p tuc ding; hai
vi &p dung thanh ngit cho truimg hgp cia nhilmg ngudi kitd
lia bo Gido hoi ma theo cac ton phai lac gido; 1y do la vi ho
pham dén dic 4i, nén da mat an sing."® Ti khdi diém &y,
céc Gido phu va than hoc gia Trung ¢6 suy dién rong ra dé
dem dac ngir ing dung vao truong hgp cdc nguti Do thai va
cac luong dan. Cac tac gia thuong phan biét cdc thoi gian
trude va sau Duc Kitd: trude Ngai, Do thai da c6 1& luat lam
khi cu ciu d9; con luong dan thi nhd luat cua luong tam,
nhu Kinh Thanh da viét (x. Rm 2:15; Ga 1:9; Dt 11:6); sau
Ngai, tic la trong thoi dai caa Gido hoi, dua theo 1gi thdnh
Phaold viét trong Rm 10:8, cac Gido phu va téc gia ngay

' Xem Francis Sullivan, sj., Salvation outside the Chiarch? Tracing the his-
fory of the Catholic response, Mahwah, NJ, Paulist Press 1992,

" Cypriand, De Eeclesiae Catholicae Unitale, 6 va 14: Augutind, Epistola
111.5; Epist. 18542 va 50.
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trude tudng 1a ai trong thién ha ciing déu da hay biét vé Tin
mimg, vi th& cdc vi e mdt mue suy ludn va 4p dung chat
ché nhimg 10i cia Pic Giésu nhu duge ghi lai & trong Mc
16:15-16 va Ga 3:18: khong vao Gido hoi tiic 1a da tir chai
Loi Chda, va vi theé khong thé duge ciu roi."” Tuy nhién,
than hoc Trung ¢ ciing khéng dinh rd ring khong thé bi
k&t 4n néu khong ¢ ¥ pham tdi; nhung ho tudng la toan ciu
da timg duge nghe biét vé Tin miing, va ciing di quan niém
tuong tu nhu thé ddi véi cdc anh chi em Hobi gido.

Gi4o thuyét nay da duge huin quyén chufin phé. Cong
déng Latérand IV (nam 1215) tuyén bd: “Chi c¢6 mot Gido
hoi toan cAu: & ngoai Gido hdi nay, chdng c¢6 on ciu dd” (DS
802). Nam 1302, trong trong séic Unam sanctam, Pic Boni-
facid VIII da so sanh Gido hdi vdi tau No#, va khing dinh
12 khong ai ¢ ngoai Gido hdi Cong gido ho#c thude Gido hoi
Cong gido nhung lai khong vang phuc gidm muc Roma ma
c6 thé duge ciu rdi (DS 870, 875). Thé ky 15, cong dong Fi-
renzé trich din va phé chufn luan dé cia Fulgentido Ruspé
(DS 1351).

Thé& ky 16, Chau Au mdi bit riing vd s8 cdc dan toc A,
My, Phi, chua hé nghe néi dén Pic Kitd. Tin lanh néi chung
(d#c biét 1a cac gido phai theo hoc thuyét vé tién dinh) déu
tin 14 ngoai kitd gido khong ¢6 on ctu rdi. Than hoc cong
gifo thi chia lam hai truting phai: phia nghiém ngit (ding
dau 12 phai Giansénid) chi truong riing moi nguti ngoai

' Thanh Fulgentid thanh Ruspé (béc Phi), mon db clia thanh Auguting, viét:
“Hay tin chéc va dimg do du raing khong nhimg hét thay lumg dan ma con
ca hét thay nguti Do thai, lac gido va ly khai nita, néu chdt ngoai Gido hi
cbng gifo, thi s& xudng lita vinh viéen ma Thién Chaa o6 séin cho satan va cac
ac thAn cha y” De Fide ad Petrum, 38, 79, PL. 65.704.
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Kitd gido déu xudng hoa nguc;™ phia khoan dung (ding dau
la dong Tén) thi x4c tin ring Thién Chia hing ban on va
tao dip ciu do cho moi nguin.?!

Céc Gido Phuy d timg dé cap dén viéc “Ria tdi biing udce
mudn” khi mdt ngudi du tdong holic ¢6 long tin chét truée khi
duge lanh nhan phép Rifa. Pidu méi bay gig 1a thin hoc 4p
dung diéu Ay cho cA nhimg ngudsi khong biét gi vé Puc Kitd;
vi thé, phai hiéu dé 12 mdt udc mudn mic nhién: ai song
ngay chinh theo luong tam thi duge coi nhu c6 “diic tin méce
nhién” va “ddc mudn [mic nhién] gia nhap Gido hoi” du 1a
khong ¥ thde. Xem ra Pid XII da té y phé chufin quan diém
nay.” Niim 1949, Thanh B Gido 1y Dde tin da k&t 4n l1ap
truting ctia L. Feeney, SJ, vi viin con ti&p tuc chi truong va
¢t vi hoe thuydt Trung c6 (DS 3866-73).

Can cf vao y dinh ciu do phd quat cia Thién Chaa (x.
1Tm 2:4), cdong dong Vaticand II day rang “néu biét thanh
tdm tim kiém Thién Chaa, va dudi tdc dong cia on thanh,
biét cb ging chu toan Thanh Y Thién Chua trong hanh dong
cia minh theo su huéng din cua tiéng luong tAm, thi ca
nhimg ké khong biét dén Phic A&m cta Pie Kitd va Gido hoi
Ngai, nhung lai khong do 18i minh, ciing ¢6 thé duge ciu
roi” (LG 16). Cong dong da khong néi gi dén “ude mudn mic
nhién” doi vdi viéc gia nhap Gido hoi. Pang khéc, trong so

20 Mot nhom bi Pie Clement X1 kit 4n (nAim 1713) vi ho chii tnamg ring
ngoai Gido hdi, chAng o6 mdt an siing nao; x. DS 2429, 2305, 2308, 1311,

“ "Thanh Robertb Bellarmind viét: “Néi ngoai Gido hdi khong ai due ot rHi
la noi vé nhimg ai khing thude vé Gido hdi hosie trong thue t& hoic trong ao
wic, nhu thin hoe noi ddi véi Thanh tiy,” De Controversiis Liber 111, De Ec-
clesia Miditante, c. 3.

2 "Tyong Mystici Corporis: AAS 35 (1943) 242-243, DS 3821.



50

14, Lumen gentium day ring Puc Kitd “da xdc nhén su cén
thiét ctia Gidgo hdi ma moi nguisi phai bude vio qua clta phép
rira” (LG 14); vi vay, mot khi da biét § cha Due Kito 1a the
ma vin tir chdi khong chiu bude vao hoic bd Gido hdi ma
di, thi khong thé c6 duge on ctu roi. Thé thi Gido hdi c6 siia
ddi gido 1y di khong? Thua tuy! Nguyén tic thi khong may
may thay ddi, nghia l1a: Thién Chaa cong chinh muén ciiu
roi hét moi ngudsi; Gido hoi 1a phuong tién can thiét; Thién
Chia khong két 4n ngutsi vo tdi. Nhung quan nién vé con
ngudi thi qua da thay ddi: ngay xua, than hoc tudng rang
moi ngudsi déu da duge nghe Tin mimg, va da biét y dinh cia
Thién Chia, ma c6 ngudi van cf ¢ tinh tir choi Gido hoi,
v.v., thé nén ho mic tdi; ngay nay, ai ciing ro la mdt so rat
ddng trong nhan ioai chua nghe biét gi vé Gido hdi, chua hé
bigt Pite Kitd 1a ai, va cif theo thién chi tu nhién ma ving
tin vo tdn gido chia minh, coi dé 14 chinh that, khong thay
céin phai gia nhap Gido hdi, v.v., va vi thé ho khong mic 16i
d6i véi ¥ dinh cdu d9 cta Thién Chida ma ho khdong hay biét
(n6i thé& khdng c6 nghia 1a ho khdng phai tra lé vdi Thién
Chua vé cdc 161 tdi ho pham trong nhimng lanh vuc khéc ...).

Thén hoc vé Than Khi va nhiing hidu biét mdi vé tam ly
con ngudsi ciing nhu vé cac ton gido khéc, 1a mjt sd trong cac
yéu to da gay y thic cho thdy 1a cin phai thay déi tu duy.
Théanh Than tu do théi khong ai biét duge 1a vé dau (x. Ga
3:8). Xua nay than hoc van giit nguyén tiic gratia non alliga-
tur sacramentis, nghia la: “4n sung khong bi ring bude bdi
cAc bi tich,” tite 14 An sing (Than Khi) ciing ¢6 thé hoat dong
ngoai cAc bi tich. TAm 1y con ngudsi phite tap, bi dn dén ndi,
rot cude, chi mdt minh Thién Chia méi biét 1o duge mic dd
trach nhiém ciia mdi hanh vi con ngutsi, dé cong binh quy
két ai c6 toi ai khong. Péi vdi cace ton gido, Vaticand I da co
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mot nhan quan mdi, hién ro qua loi day phai lo nhan dinh
cho ding va danh gia cho tich cuc nhimg gi 1a chan thuc,
th4anh thién va hay dep tiém &n noi céc ton gido (NA 2). Con
than hoc thi xdc quy&t 12 Than Khi ¢6 thé dung nhimg ton
gido khac nhau — trong mie A9 chi mdt minh Ngai biét —
lam khi cu citu rdi cho tin dé céc ton gido...”

' V& viin nan phuk tap nay, xin tam xem K. Rahner, “Church, Churches and
Religions,” trong Theological Investigations, 18, tr. 188-195; Kunnumpuram,
K., Ways of Salvation: the salvific meaning of non-Chistian Religions accor-
ding to the Teaching of Vatican 11, Poona 1971; Balchand, A, The Salvific
Value of non-Chnistian Religions, according to Asian Chirstian Theologians
writing in Asian-published Theological Journals, 1965-1970, Manila, EAPI,
1973; R Panikkar, The Intrareligious Dialogue, New York, Paulist 1978; Swi-
dler, L., (ed.), Toward a Universal Theology of Religion, Maryknoll NY, Orbis
books 1987; Dupuis, J., Jésus-Christ @ la rencontre des religions, Paris, Des-
clée 1989; B. Mondin, “On citu d9 trong céc ton gifo khong Kitd,” Hop Tuyen
Thin Hoc, s 5 (1992) 71-84.
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MAU NHIEM GIA0 HOT
QUA NHUNG HINH BONG

“Trong Cuu Ude, Nuge Thien Chaa thutmg duge mac Zhai
qua nhiéu hinh béng: ciing th&, ngay nay ban tinh thim sau
cia Gido hdi duge gigi thiéu véi ching ta qua nhidu hinh
anh rit ra tir doi sdng du muc, canh néng, kién trie, hoic
ca tif gia dinh ciing hon 1&, va da timg duge phac hoa trong
nhimg sach cia cdc ngdn sia” (LG 6a).

Mau nhiém Gido hdi phong phu va phic tap dén ndi
khong thé tém gon vao trong mot cong thic. Hon nifa, vi 1a
modt mau nhiém, nén ngdn ngir loai ngudsi, phat nguyén tir
kinh nghiém gidc quan, khong thé nao c6 kl:A nang dé dién
ta cho théa dang duge. Vi the, Kinh Thanh vi ‘Truyén thong
da phai nhd dén nhig biéu tugng ma trinh (4 modt ndi dung
vugt hiin 1én trén kha nang dién dat cta 1di néi.' Chinh Pue
Giésu ciing da dung dén phuong phép nay trong cic du ngdon
cia Ngai. Qua vay, thanh Toma Aquind nhan dinh 1a: chinh
qua trung gian cia cAm gidi ma ching ta cé thé vugt t6i thin
gidi.? Trong Kinh Thanh, cdc nha chi gidi d&m duge hon 80
hinh anh chi vé& Gido hdi; con cong dong Vaticand II thi chi
nhéc d&n mot s6 hinh béng, va 1dng ching vao trong bon
chii dé sau day: doi song du muc va nong nghiép, cong trinh

! Minear, P.S., Immages of the Church in the New Testament, 1961. Preston,
G., Faces of the Church. Meditations on the Mystery and i's Images, Grand
Rapids, 1997,

2 1Sententiorum, d. 34, 3,a.1 va 2.
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kién tric va gia dinh.

1. Gido h$i giong nhut mét chudng chién,
mét dan chién...

Véi hinh 4nh nay, cdc nghi phu mudn nhin manh dén
mdt dic nét chi yéu trong mau nhiém Gido hdi: d6 1a sdng
kién cta Thién Chaa trong viéc hinh thanh Gido hoi. Ciu
Udc ciing da néi nhu thé vé [traen. Isaia so sanh long wu 4i
cham séc cia Giavé vdi hanh djng tin tinh ndng niu caa
ngudi chin chién nhéan lanh: “Nhu muc tf, Ngudi chan dan
chién cua Ngutsi, canh tay Ngudi thau hop chang lai; Ngudi
bong chién con va diu dit cia me nudi con” (Is 40:11). Eda-
kien ciing da dung dén va khai trién cdch so sdnh ay (x. Ed
34). Nidm tin tudng cha [traen vao Giavé dua trén hinh
béng nay: “Chia 1a muc tf cha tdi, tdi chdng thiéu chi, tdi
ching lo gi..." (Tv 23). Dite Giésu da ap dung ty du nay cho
chinh minh (x. Ga 10:1-16).°

N6i vé “chudng chién” (avA, ovile), 1a Pic Giésu mudn
néu bt co cdu ma hinh béng “dan chién” gia thiét phai c6.
Pute Giésu l1a “cifa” chudng: mdt vai trd tuong tu nhu vai tro
ctia “dau” & trong than thé, hosic nhu than cay d6i vdi cac
canh cay. “Cia” va “chudng” thudc vé nhau, lam nén mot co
cdu duy nhéat; nhung “clta” diéu hanh moi sinh hoat trong
“chudng:” moi ngudsi vao ra déu phai qua cita (x. Ga 10:9).
Nhung ¢ “cifa” lai c6 ké canh géc, va dé chinh la Chuia Cha:
Nguti dong ho#ic md “cira,” 1a Vi Cha té toi cao cha Gido

* ragan, P-R., La pamibole du “pasteur” et ses applications: Jean 10,1-18, Ed.
Anselmiana, Roma 1980.
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hoi.

Khi néi vé “dan chién” (noipvn, grex), 1a Pic Gigsu lam
noi bat xa hoi tinh cta Gido hdi, het nhu khi goi Gido hoi
12 “dan” Thién Chuaa. Pite Giésu 1a chi chién chin dét, sin
s6c va nudi dutng céc chién; hon nita, Ngai con trao hién
mang séng minh vi dan chién. Ngai 1a chi ctia chudng chién
thit nhat, tdc 1a Ttraen; nhung ciing ¢6 nhiing con chién con
& ngoai (luong déan), ho sé nghe ti€ng Ngai (nhts die tin) va
tAt ca sé trd nén mot dan chién duy nhit (x. Ga 10:16). Nhu
thé Gido hdi xuéit hién nhu mdt dan tdc phd quat va truyén
gido. Vaticand II néi: “Moi ngudri déu duge méi goi gia nhap
Dan méi cta Thién Chaa” (LG 13a).

Puc Giésu 1a muc W nhén lan/i, nghia 1a ciing c6 nhimg
muc tf khéc. Trong t§ du dy, Pdc Giésu néi vé nhimng “tén
trom” (x. Ga 10:1.8.10), nhimg chi chién “la mat” (x. Ga 10:
5), va nhiing ké “chan thué” (x. Ga 10:12.13). Duting nhu dy
ngon 4m chi dén nhimg tranh chip vé gido ly, nhitng chia
ré, nhifrng tha lanh bat chinh trong Gido hoi s¢ khai, dung
nhu Tan Uée da 1én ti€ng bdo dong trong nhidu doan khac
(x. Mt 24:11.24tt; 2Tm 4:3; 1Ga 4:1; Kh 19:20, v.v.). Dic
Giésu khing dinh rd 1A chi ¢6 mdt dan chién, mot chudng
chién duy nhét: bdo toan hiép nhat cta Gido hdi duy nhat
1a diéu lam cta Pic Giésu va céce tong do phai dic bigt luu
tam lo lang (x. Ga 10:16; 17:1t; Ep 4:5; 1Cr 1:10, v.v.). Nén
tang ctia duy nhat tinh va cia niém hi¢p nhat trong Gido hoi
12 chinh Pie Kito, “tha lanh cta cde mue t” (1Pr 5:4) va la
Péang lam nén moi hiép thong giita cdc mue tir Ngai da chon
d@ coi s6c dan chién (x. Ep 4:11), ciing nhu giita ho vdi Phé-
ro, 1a chi chén céce chién con va chién me (x. Ga 21:15-17).



2. Gido hoi la cdnh déng cua Thién Chia

Cong dong Vaticand II ldy lai tif ngit cia 1Cr 3:9: “Anh
em la cdnh ddng (yedpylov) ciia Thién Chia,” va thém vao
d6, con trung din nhitg hinh dnh hay &n du rit ra tir lanh
vie nong nghiép, nhu: cay 6 liu, cdy nho...

Von xuét than tir vung thon da, Pde Giésu da dung nhiéu
ty du dugm siic thai nong thon: “Vé Nudc Trui thi ciing tua
nhu nguti kia gieo gidng tot trong rudng minh...” (Mt 13:
24tt). Y néi: Gido hdi 1a mdt thue tai trai rong trong khong
gian va thoi gian, trong dé, c6 nhimg méanh lyc thu nghich
chong ddi nhau. Mii cho dén ngay thé mat, bao giy Gido hoi
ciing sé gdbm c6 nguoi lanh ké dir, va that 1a khé ma nhan
dién cho rd duge ai lanh ai dit. Nhimg bién phap cimg rin,
khit khe, cuyng bao (nhu nhé c6 lung) xét cho cling thi chi
phuong hai dén laa tot. Thién Chia rat kién nhan: Nguui
chs dgi, cho mua néing trén moi ngudi khong phan bigt tot
xau (x. Mt 5:45), mong ho s hoan cai va duge ciu thoat (x.
2Pr 3:9). Lich sif cho thay la cdc dang lac gido da co lap ra
nhiéu loai gido hi khac nhau, nhu: “Gido hdi cia céc thanh,”
“Gido hdi cua nhitng ké tron lanh,” v.v... va qua Hoi thanh
da bi cam do thiéu sach nhimg ké lac gido dé di...!

Thénh Phaold biét ro Thién Chaa 6 nhitng “ndng nhan”
v6i nhiéu vai trd khéc nhau trong cdnh dong ciia Nguvsi: c6
ké trong, c6 nguti tudi... nhung laa c6 lén 1én, ¢6 trd sinh...
14 hoan toan do on nhung khdng cia Chaa. Chiic hin la tir

* Thanh Bernardb canh co chéing lai “thuy@t duy hoan hao” va viét cho Dik:
Eugbnid IV (mdn db ciia ngii): “ordinatissimum est minus interdum ordina-
tum aliquid fieri: triit tur t5t nhat 1 thinh thoang xAy ra mit didu khong duc
trat tf cho lAm” PL 182. 482,
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suf kign ¢6 nhiéu “ndng nhan” nhu thé, c6 thé phat sinh
nhiing chia ré, phe phéi ddi nghich nhau trong cong doan:
“tdi thude vé Apolld, toi thupe vé Phaold...” Khon cho Gido
hdi néu nhitng thita tic viéen khong ¥ thic ring “ké trong
va ngudi tudi cing chi 1a mot” (1Cr 3:8); va thuong thay cho
nhimg tin hitu bi loai gido si bat trung mé hoiic ma budc vao
con duting chia ré: ho chiang hon gi luong dan (x. 1Cr 3).

Coéng ddng nhan dinh tiép: trong thia rudng ay, “cd thu
0 liu moc 1&n, véi goc ré thanh 14 cédc t8 phy, va noi do, cong
cudc hoa giai gitta dan Do thai vdi dan ngoai da cling nhu sé
duge thuc hign” (LG 6¢). Thanh Phaold da dung 4m du nay
trong Rm 11:13-26 dé chi vé Gido hdi, coi d6 14 mdi trutng
hoa giai giita Itraen vA mudn dan. Vi Thién Chda trung
thanh, nén céc 19i Ngudi hia véi Itraen trong Cuu Ude van
con hign hanh va c6 hi¢u lye. Nhung Pic Giésu da luu y cho
ba xit Samaria biét la: “On ciu dd phat xuat tir dan Do thai”
(Ga 4:22); Phaold ciing t6 ra rat ¥ thic vé diém d6 khi viét:
“... truGe 1a nguti Do théi, sau 1a nguvi Hy lap (luong dan)”
(Rm 1:16; 2:10). Vay, Phaold néu bat cho thady Gido hdi nhu
1a dugc “ghép vao Itraen,” dang séng su séng clia Itraen, nhu
canh ghép song nh¢ nhya song cia ciy. Qua hinh bong nay,
sé thay rd duge 1a dan Thién Chua ctia Cuu Ude va ctia Tan
Ude chi 1a mdt. Vi vay, trong L& quy, Gido hdi goi “Abra-
ham” 14 “t6 phu ching con.”™ Hinh anh nay con day cho Gi4o
hoi mot bai khiém nhuting; béi von 1a “cay dai,” Gido hoi da
trd thanh mAu nhiém cda an sing, cha uu tuyén va cta long
thuong x6t Thién Chaa, bigt rat sy thién tir sy dc, khién
thanh Phaold da phai thot 1én: “Su giau c6, khon ngoan va
thong sudt cia Thién Chaa sdu thim dutong nao!” (Rm 11:

% Xin xem phin trén v& Gido hdi va [traen, v Nostra Aetate s5 4.
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33), vir khuyén Gido hdi dimg nén “vénh vang” (x. 1Cr 4:7),
kéo lai bi trd thanh tha “cAy ky sinh.” Khan cho Gido hoi
néu khong biét song trung thanh hon Itraen! Khon cho Kitd
gido néu khong biét sinh hoa tréi ding mua... (x. Mt 21: 41).

3. Gido hdi: cong trinh xAy cdt cia Thién Chia

Trong Kinh Théanh, &n du nay xudt hién dudi nhiéu hinh
thic. Trong 1Cr 3:9-17, thanh Phaold goi cdng doan kitd 1a
“ngoi nha Thién Chaa xay 1én.” Ngudi coi minh nhu 1a “mot
kién tric su,” vd nhing nguoi kitd 14 DPén thanh Thién
Chia.® Ep 2:19-22 ciing da dung dén hinh béng nay: nén
mong 1a cdc tdng do va che sit ngdn, nhung nguyén ly duy
nhat lién két cac thanh phan va tao nén sy vimg chic cia
nha la chinh Puc Kitd. Ngai 1a “vién da géc” bi thg xay nha
loai bd, nhung lai duge Thién Chaa tuyén chon; ngudn xuét
phat cia hinh anh d6 14 Tv 118:22-23: Piic Giésu di dp dung
cac cau Tv nay cho chinh minh (x. Mt 21:42tt); con céc tdng
db thi da dung 1am vin ban din chimg (x. Cv 4:11; 1Pr 2:7)
Trong séch Pastor (“Muc ti¢"), Hermas (thé ky 2) so sdnh
Gido hdi véi mot chiée thap dang duge xAy cit ngay giita
trdn the, trén nén moéng 1a Diac Kitd (Similitudo 6). Chic
ning cia d4 tdng nay khong phai 12 “nadm-mdt-chd,” thAm
ling, bat dong, trong khi tda nha ngay cang cao lén..., bdi
néu nhimg vién d4 lam nén nha nay la nhitng “vién d4 song

5 Jean Daniélou, Le signe du Temple, Paris 1942,

" Xin xem Bonard, P,, Jésus Christ édifiant son Eglise. Le Concept d'adifica-
tion dans le Nouveau Testament, Neuchitel-Paris 1948; Pfansmater, J., Die
Kirciie als Bau. Eine exegetisch-theologische Studie zur Ekklesiologie der Pau-
lusbriefe, Roma 1960.
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dong” (1Pr 2:5), thi tAng d4 moéng tat cang song dong hon
nita. Kinh Thdanh mudn day cho biét 1a sy hiép nhat va vimg
chéc ctia Gido hi tuy thude sur dua cy vao Dic Kitd. “Tang
d4” nay ciing khong thé khong 1am cho lién tuéng dén “vién
d4” kia 12 Phérd, ma chinh Pdc Giésu da diat 1am nén mong
hitu hinh cta Gido hoi Ngai, dé ciing ¢d dic tin va niém hiép
nhét cia anh em dang song giita dong lich sit.*

Trén nén méng nay, hét thay cac tin hitu déu la thg xay.
Mot dang, phai dé Thién Chaa xay ngdi nha, nhu thanh
Inhaxid Antidkia viét: “Anh em 1a nhiing vién d4a cha dén
the Chaa Cha; Nguti da nAng anh em 1&n gian xay véi chiée
may cta Puc Kitd, 1a thap gia cia Ngai, va nho soi day cap
la Thanh Linh.” Pang khéc, nhitng vién da phai duge déeo
got cho bing nhin can gon, nhu thanh thi Caelestis Urbs
Jerusalem noi: “Puge déo nhod va danh béng nh¢ miii duc va
nhét bGa hdng phic...” Néu nhiing vién d4 trong bic tutng
khong gin dinh vao nhau nhd tinh than hy sinh dung thy,
nhés biét nhugng bd va thuong yéu 1dn nhau..., thi chiing bao
lau ngdi nha Ay sé bién thanh mdt dong d4. Thanh Phaold
khuyén cdc tin hitu hiy gép cdong ma xay nha Chaa. Kién
trice su & day 1a vi st d6; nén méng 1a Phic am dich thuc:
“N@&u c6 ai, ké ca chiing tdi, hoic mot thién than nao tir troi
xudng, loan b4o cho anh em mjt Tin Mimg khac v6i Tin
Ming chiing tdi da loan bdo, thi ké dy d4ng bi chac dir!” (Gl
1:8). Hiép nhit trong dic tin la yéu td tuyét doi can thiét:
“dic tin duy nhit” (Ep 4:5); nhung trén dic tin duy nhat nay,
¢6 nhimg 15i kién tric rit khéac nhau, ¢6 nhiing vat li¢u cing
rit khac nhau, nhu “vang, bac, d4 qui, gb, rom rac...”; chi

# Xin xem J. Plammater, Die Kirche als Bau, Rom 1960.
® Thanh Inhaxid, Ad Ephesios 9.1.
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nén nhd la mdi ngudsi sé chiu trach nhiém vé cong viéc hay
cong trinh xay dung cta minh truge toa Thién Chaa (x. 1Cr
3:12tt).

Két qua cong tac “xAy dung” 12 Nha ciza Thién Chia, titc
12 Gido hoi (x. 1Tm 3:15). Qua hinh nay, mot 1an nifa, Kinh
Thanh néu cho thay ring Gido hdi 12 mdt co ciu hitu hinh,
14 “chd &” cua gia dinh con cai Thién Chia, ma gia trudng 1a
chinh Nguwsi. Dung 4n du nay 14 thdnh Phaold mudn nhin
manh dén t8 chic cia Gido hdi: qud vay, trong doan thu
1Tm 3:1-13, ngai néi vé cic giam muc va c4c pho t&, nghia
la nhimg vi ¢6 trach vu dac biét trong Nha Chaa. Nhu tédc
gia da viét trong 2Tm 2:20, trong mdt gia dinh, khong phai
tat cd moi ngudsi déu binh ding, nhu nhau, nhung 1 ¢6 ngutsi
trén ké dudi, c6 ngudri tot ké xau, v.v., phai ¢6 ngudi bidt sin
sée: “ai khong biét diéu khién gia dinh minh, thi 1Am sao c6
thé lo cho Hdi thanh ctia Thién Chda duge” (1Tm 3:5); rdi
ngai con noi vé cdc trg t4: ho phai la nhimg nguti dang
hoang, “phai dudge thif luyén truée da rdi méi duge thi hanh
chuic vu trg ta.” Trong Nha caa Thién Chuaa phai c6 trat tu do
cac vi &y bdo dam, biing khong thi sé khong con hiéu nang
hoat dong.

Hinh anh “Nha Thién Chia” c¢6 thé xem ra tidu cue, vi
thé tac gia vi vang néi ngay vé chic ning hay “sit mang”
cia Nha 13 1am “cot tru va diém tua cia chan 1y.” Nha chd
giai C. Spicq viét: “Phan vu dAu tién cha Gido hdi, nhu doc
thay trong cac Thu mue vy, 1a luu giir va duy tri ddc tin kitd
va chinh thong, 1a bdo vé dic tin Ay cho khoi moi sai lac
hiing khong ngimg de doa.” Piéu dé ciing 4m chi tdi tdc vu

1" C. Spicy, Les épitres pastorales, Paris 1969, ., tr. 466.
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ciia hudn quyén: phai day cho ding gido ly chinh théng,
nhung ciing ditng qu4 lo s¢, vi Thién Chida déi niém an nén
mong ngdi nha dy vdi loi hia trung thanh cia Nguii (x. 2Tm
2:14-19). Déng thoi, thanh ngit “Nha cGia Thién Chaa” ciing
noi lén tinh chét thanh thiéng cling chiic ning phung tu cia
Gido hoi.'" La lanh hat danh riéng cho Thién Chaa (x. St
28:17tt), Gido hoi ciing 14 Pén tho.'* Hinh Anh nay ham ngu
nhiing y nghia rit phong phi. Mot dang, Pén tho la noi
Thién Chia ngy tri. Pén tho tuyét hdo 1a chinh Pic Giésu
(x. Ga 2:19-21), vi trong Ngai, Thién Chaa cu ngu cach vién
man (x. Cl 2:9); va dang khac, Puc Kito 1a “vi thugng té
dimg diu Nha Thién Chaa” (Dt 10:21). Vi vy, trong Nha
Thién Chaa hiing song, Pic Kitdo khong nging dang hy 1&
hiing citu & trén troi ciing nhu & dudi dat. An du nay dua
dén chd quan niém Gido hdi nhu la “dan tu t&,” nhu 1a noi
con ngudii c6 thé dang lén Thién Chia hy 1& thiéng lieng
trong Théan Khi va su that.

Y niém dén thd hay cung thanh ciing néi 1én chiéu kich
cdnh chung cta Gido hi. Theo thu Do thai, Dic Kitd thugng
t& da di vao “noi rat thanh” & trén trdi; nhung Dén the nay
c6 nén méng & dudi dat: duge xay cat trén cac tong dd va cdc
tién tri (x. Ep 2:19-22)." Pén thd vuon lén cham t6i troi vi
da dinh néc 1a Pic Kitd. Gido hdi mang canh chung tinh,
theo hai y nghia: 1) vi dang duge xAy cét cho dén khi hét

1 1, Cerfaux, La théologie de 'Eglise suivant Saint Paul, Paris Cerf 1965, tr.
125-131.

12 Xem Y. Congar, Le Mystere du Temple (Lectio divina 22), Paris 1958,

'3 Frayeman, M., “La spiritualisation de lidée du Temple dans les Epitres
pauliniennes,” Eph.Theol.Lov. 23 (1947) 378-412; Schnackenburg, R, The E-
pistle to the Ephesians, T&T Clark, Edinburgh 19v1, “Excursus: The Church
in the Epistle to the Ephesians” tr. 293-310.
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thay nhiing “vién d4 song” nam dung vao chd cia minh...
trong ngay Quang Lam, va 2) vi hién gio, Gido hdi dang
tham dy vao phung vu thién quoc nhy PAu ctia minh 1a Pde
Giésu thugng t&, cing nhu nhd cdc chi thé vinh quang caa
minh la cdc thanh: “Trong phung vu tran thé, ching ta
tham dy qua tién vi, vao phung vy trén trdi, clf hanh trong
thanh do Giérusalem, 1a nai, 1dn bude trén dung lit khach,
ching ta dang tién vé, & dé Pdc Kitdo dang ngy bén hinu
Thién Chaa nhu mt thira tac vién cta cung thanh, ctia nha
tam dich thue...” (SC 8).

Phaold va Gioan ciing da4 md ta chiéu kich canh chung
ciia Gido hoi biang nhitng hinh anh tuong tu 1a: Giérusalem
trén Troi, me ching ta (x. Gl 4:26), Thanh thdanh Giérusa-
lem mai (x. Kh 21), Hién thé trinh khiét cia Chién Con."
Théanh Hilarid néi: “Thanh nay, tdc 1a than thé Puc Kitd,
dén nhan toan thé nhan loai vao trong Ngai.”"® Nh¢ thién
an quy tu, tit ca chiang ta déu trd thanh cdng dan cta thanh
thanh Ay 1a Gido hoi vinh quang (x. LG 51b, NA 1b).

4. Nhitng hinh anh mit tit doi séng gia dinh

Néi vé& “Nha” &t 1a phai 4m chi d&n “gia dinh.” “Nha cta
Thién Chaa” ham chda cdc khai niém “con céi,” “hon tha,”
“hién miu,” v.v. Trong Cuu Uée, thanh ngit “nha Itraen” chi
vé toan dan Do théi (x. Lv 17:3.8.10; Ed 4:3; v.v.), va ban

" Xin xem Fohrer G. & Lohse,E., Zudv, trong TDNT 7, 292-338; Comblin, J.,
“La liturgie de la nouvelle Jérusalem (Apoc. XX1,1-XXI1,5)", Eph.Theol Lov.,
29 (1953) 540; Lamirande, Emile, “Jérusalem Céleste” trong Dict. de Spir.
FFase. LIV-LV, 1973, 944-958.

' Hilarius, In Matthewn 4.12, PL 9935B.
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LXX déi khi dich “nha” ra “con cai” (thi du: St 45:11; 1V 11:
20, v.v.). “Nha” néi 1&én mot don vi xa hdi ro rang, khéc véi
nhitg nhém khéc. Cuu Uée coi Itraen nhu 1a nha ca Giavé
(x. Gr 12:7; Hs 8:1), theo mdt ¥ nghia rit gian vdi y niém
“cong doan cua Giavé” (ekklesia: Pnl 23:3, hotic synagoghe:
Ds 16:3, v.v.), hoiic “cong ddng cha Pang Toi Cao” (He 24:1-
2). Théanh Phaold coi “Itraen cia Thién Chda,” edng déng
mdi, la Gido hdi (x. Gl 6:16). Ngai khuyén céc tin himu tu hop
lai trong tinh than than thudc. Trong Gido hdi ciing tua nhu
trong mot gia dinh, cin c6 nhitng nguoi dim nhén trach
nhiém cai quan, nhung 1a véi tinh than huynh dé (LG 32d),
khéc vai 16i cai quan giita ngudi dui. Vaticand II nhan nha
riang: “Linh muc ¢6 bén phan phai sin séc cic tin hiu vdi
hét tinh ca mot ngudi cha trong Pic Kitd, vi da sinh ho
céch thiéng liéng nhd phép ria va gido huan... Bdi thai nay,
nhén loai ngay cang huéng téi tinh trang hiép nhat trong
céc lanh vue dan sy, kinh t& va xa hoi, nén cac linh muc co
bon phén cang bach thiét hon trong nd luc phoi két céc cd
ging va kha niing cba minh dudi sy chi dao cta cdc giam
muc va gido hoang, dé loai trit mei mam mdng chia ré, hau
dua toan thé nhan loai dén chd hiép nhat ¢ trong gia dinh
Thién Chua” (LG 28ef).

Khéai niém “gia dinh Thién Chta” mang dam y nghia
canh chung, bdi y dinh cia Chia Cha hé tai & viée bién déi
“gia dinh nhan loai” thanh “gia dinh con cai Thién Chaa:”
d6 chinh 1A si mang cta Gido hoi. La mot “doan thé him
hinh va 1a mot cdng doan thiéng liéng,” Gido hdi dong tién
vdi toan thé nhén loai, va chia sé cing mdt s6 phan tran thé
v6i loai nguoi. Gido hi 1a nhu men, nhu hon clia xa hoi loai
nguii, dé 1am cho toan thé nhan loai bién thanh gia dinh
Thién Chaa (LG 40b).
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Cung vai hinh anh “gia dinh,” Vaticand II da goi 1én ca
mot loat chi dé lién quan véi “phu nit;” thé nén, Gido hdi
duge goi la: hién thé, trinh nit, me ching ta, v.v. Vé “Hién
thé,” thi truge do, chuong “Gido hdi 1a Nhiém thé Pc Kitd”
da ban dén.

Gido hoi 1a Me cliing ta. Truyén thong kitd khong ngdt
goi Gido hoi baing danh hiéu diy yéu thuong nay, vi khong
thé néi dén me ma khong nghi dén tinh thuong diu hién.
Thénh Cyrpiand da tém gon cdm nghi ctia cong doan kitd cd
xua nhu sau: “Ai khong c6 Gido hdi 1am me, thi khong thé
¢6 Thién Chaa lam Cha.”® Chinh vi thé khi say mé tim hiéu
vé Gido hoi, tin hiu kitd khong thé khong nhan ra me cta
minh, nhu Newman da cdm nhén trong kinh nghiém timng
song qua.'” Qua thé, danh hiéu nay cla Gido hdi xuat hién
trong nhiéu ban tuyén tin: “Téi tin... vio Me théanh la Gido
hoi,”"® va da manh mé nudi dudng long ton sung cha toan
Dan Chua: tin hitu cdng gido thudng sdng thai dd con thao.
Chéng thé ma thanh Augutind khuyén: “Ching ta hay yéu
mén Thién Chiaa 1a Chuaa ching ta, va yéu thuong Gido hoi
Nguoi: hiy yéu Thién Chia nhu Cha, thuong Gido hdi nhu
Me... H3i anh em y#u diu, hay ludn ludn giit 14y didu nay:
hiy dong tAm nhat tri ma xem Thién Chia nhu Cha va Gido
hoi nhu Me.™

' De Unitate Ecclesiae 6, PL 4.519.

" 1. Newman, Apologia pro vita sua, ch. V.

' Xin xem DS 45, 47, 478, 807, v.v.

" In Ps 88214, PL 38. 1140; xem Sermo de Alleluia: neque poterit quisque
haber Deum patrem qui Eeclesiam contempserit matrem; Sermo 216.6: Pa-
ter Deus est, mater Ecclesia; xem J. Plumpe, Mater Ecclesia, An Inquiry into
the concept of the Church as Mother in early Christianity, Washington 1934;
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Kinh Théanh la goc xuét phat cia hinh anh nay. Cuu Udc
coi moi quan hé giita Puic Giavé va dan Itraen nhu 1a mot
giao udc tinh yéu — hdn udc — gitta vg chdng. T d6 dan toc
(hoac Itraen, Giérusalem, hay Sion...) dugce sianh vdi nguisi
me, va cdc tin hitu duge coi nhu la nhimg nguwi con. Is 54:1-
7 ma nhiéu Gido phu da chi thich, hodc Is 66:7-13 1a mot vai
ty du dién hinh. Trong Tan Udc, thanh Phaold vi Gido hoi
v6i mpt trinh nir hién thé cta Puc Kitd, va coi nhu 1a Eva
mdi, me cha cdc ké song (x. 2Cr 11:2-3).* Tu tudng nay ndi
bat trong Ep 5:25-27 va 1Cr 6:15-16, va dugc trinh bay ro ¢
trong Gl 4:26: “Giérusalem thugng gidi 1a me ching ta,” mot
nguti me sinh ha nhitng ngutsi con dé séng tu do. Theo chiéu
hudng dy, thanh Gioan ciing di dung céch xung hd tuong tu
khi viét cho cong doan kitd: “Thua Ba...,” hoéic “con cdi Ba”
(2Ga 1.13). Trong séch Khai huyén, tdc gia md ta Gido hoi
bi bach hai nhu mot dan ba dang sinh con va bi con rong
dudi theo: hin ti€p tuc giao chién vdi nhimg nguvi con lai
trong dong doi ba... (x. Kh 12:1-17).

Hinh anh néu ro ¥ nghia sau diy: Gido hoi la phuong tién
cttu do cho con cai minh. “Giérusalem trén troi,” dude quan
niém nhu vudn diéu quang dudi dit, dang chudn bi cho niém
toan phuc vinh cttu: “Nhd Phép rifa, cde thanh duge bude vao
vuon diéu quang thi nhat, cho dén khi vuong quic Thién
Chuia hién dat.™ Gido hoi khong chi 1a mot giai doan trén

K Delahaye, Ecclesia mater chez les Peres des trois premiers siecles, Paris,
Cerf 1964.

» De Broglie, G., “L'Eglise, nouvelle Eve, née du Sacrs-Coeur” Nowv. Rev.
Théol. 68 (1946) 3-25.

! Hippolytd, Commentarium super Canticum, frg. six; Origing: “Nhitmg ngubs
tai sinh nhir phép rita dure dat trong vubm dipu quang, nghia la Gido hi” :
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duting dan vé qué huong vinh cltu, nhung con déng giif that
vai tro trung gian: Gido hdi dem anh séng Buc Kitd cho moi
ngudi,* va do vay ma sinh ha cac con cai minh. Hippolyto
viét: “Miéng cha Chaa Cha da sinh Loi thuin tay; Loi nay
xuét hién lan thi hai qua cdc thanh; vi khong ngimng sinh
ra cac thanh, nén Lui cling duge cac thanh sinh ra.” Va Loi
nay chi sinh ha cach hgp phép trong Gido hoi; vi thé, Tertul-
liand goi nhimg keé lac gido la sine matre (“khdong c6 me”).*
Chinh tir y niém nay ma thanh Cypriand da dua ra ménh
dé: “Ngoai Gido hoi khdng ¢6 on citu dd,” bdi vi DPuc Kitd chi
nh¢ hién thé cia minh 1a Gido hi, mdi ¢6 duge nhitng con
cai cho Chaa Cha.® Trai lai, cac lac gido bi nhao 1a “gdi mai
dam,” l1a “dan ba ngoai tinh,” khong thé nao sinh con cho
Thién Chaa duge.”

Vai trd trung gian ciu dp cia Gido hdi duge quan niém
nhiéu ciach khéc nhau: khi thi theo cich ngoai tai: ching
han coi Gido hoi nhu la noi gép gt gitta Thién Chaa ciu do
va con nguti toi 161, hoiic 1A nhu co hdi tao nén dip gip go
dy...; quan niém nay qua la qua ndong can; khi thi cich néi
tai, mot cach gAn nhu vat 1y: ¢6 vé nhu bupe Thién Chaa
phai dung Gido hoi dé tiép xdc vdi loai ngudri; hiéu nhu thé
lai qua ding. Pa so cdc tdc gid quan ni¢m vai trd cia Gido
hoi trong khudn khd cia ké& hoach citu d9: da danh la Thién
Chua hoan toan tu do, “c6 thé tif cic hon dA... sinh nén con

PG 12. 100B; xin xem Cypriand, Epist. 77.10; Iréndd, Adv. Haereses 5.5.1, v.v.
vt Lincoln, AT, Paradiso or e non ancora, Paideia, Brescia 1985.

2 [renod, Adv.Haereses 5.20.1.

# Hippolytd, Commentarium in Danielem 1.10.8

' De praescriptione haereticorumn 42.

25 Cypriand, De unitate ecclesiae, 6; Epistula 59.13.

% 1dem. Epistula 75.14.
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céi cho Abraham” (Mt 3:9), tuy nhién, mdt cach nio dé ho sé
14 con cdi cta Gido hdi vinh quang; tich cuc ma néi, Thién
Chua sinh con cdi nhes 101 Gido hdi rao gidng va cac bi tich
trao ban. “Me Gido hdi” day 1a Hién thé toan dién, tdc la bao
gdm ca gido dan 14n gido si, mdi ngudi tuy theo dn goi cta
minh.

Vai trd lam me dy phan 4nh rd trong nhimg phidm tinh
Truyén théng da gin lién vao tén goi “me,” nhu: “me hién,”
“me thanh,” “me v nudi,”... (alma mater; SC 122b); Truyén
thong ciing 4p dung céc tude higu Ay cho Piic Maria, vi ngai
l1a me caa Pic Giésu va 1a me caa Gido hoi (LG 63). Nghe
dén cac tude higu ay, khong thi€u chi nhimg tin hitu cong
gido cAm thady mot niém sot mén ndng chdy dang tran lén
tif tAn d4dy long ca minh; ching th& ma Paul Claudel thot
lén: “Hay chde tung me vi dai uy linh dén muon dui, trén
goi me con da dugc hoc biét tat ca.™

* ok ok

Con ¢6 thé néu thém nhidu hinh dnh khéc rit ra hoic
1a tir nhitg bién ¢d trong Cuu Ude, ma dua theo § nghia
tién trung (typology), Truyén thong dp dung cho Gido hoi,
chéing han nhu: cupe “xuéit hanh,” cuge “vugt qua bién do,”
“tau Noe™? hay nhiéu hon nita nhu: “tau (ctia Phérd),” “chiéc

T Claudel, P., “Ma conversion,” trong Pages de Prose, do A. Blanchet thu tap,
tr. 279. Xem thém De Lubac, H., Méditations sur ['Eglise, ch. VII: “Ecclesia
mater,”

%8 Xem Daniélou, J., Sacramentum futuri: études sur les origines de la typolo-
gie biblique, Paris, Beauchesne 1950, Rahner, H., L'ecclesiologia dei padri,
Roma 1971; Gherardini, B., La chiesa arca dellalleanza, Roma, Citth Nuova
1971..
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lugi,” “cay thang Giacép,” v.v..., hosic 1a tir hau hét cdc nir
nhan vat 16n trong Kinh Thanh, bit dau tir Pic Maria, Me
Chua Giésu, rdi Agar, Sara, “ngutii yéu” trong Diém Ca, cho
dén Maria Madaléna, v.v. Mdi hinh béng néu bat mot khia
canh ctia mAu nhidm Gido hdi, va kéu moi ching ta tim hiéu
cho siu rong hon vé miu nhiém 4y, khong phai 1a bing hoc
hoi tri thie song la qua con dudng chiém niém.



A%

GIAO HOI THANH THIEN

“Bic tin x4c nhan 14 Gido hdi thanh thién mot cach bat kha
khuyét. Thuc véy, ciing v6i Chia Cha va Chaa Thanh Thén,
bic Kitd, Con Thién Chaa, Dang duge ton xung la ‘Dang
Thanh duy nhét,” da yéu thuong Gifo hdi nhu hién thé cia
minh, va da hién than dé thanh héa Gido hoi. Ngai da két
hiép véi Gido hdi nhu v6i Than thé minh va ban cho du diy
on Thanh Thin dé lam vinh danh Thién Choa. Th& nén,
Gido hdi qua 1a ‘Dan thanh cta Thién Chaa,’ va cac thanh
vién cia Gido hdi duge goi l1a ‘cac thanh'.™

Théanh 1a thude tir dau tién duge gan cho danh tir Gido
hoi trong Truyén thong. Tir du thé ky 2, trong thu gii cho
cong dong Tralles, thanh Inhaxid Antidkia (f 107) da goi
Gido hdi 1a “thanh.” Martyrium Polycarpi (1 155) ciing viy.
Con cudn Pastor cia Hermas (1 vao khoang 150) goi Gido
hoi 1a “ba 1an thanh.” Trong c4c kinh Tin kinh, “thanh” cling
1a d#c tinh thd nhéit duge 4p dung cho Gido hdi. Theo P.
Nautin, cong thic tuyén xung dic tin Hippdlytdo dung ¢ Ro-
ma trong nghi thic Ria tdi (thé ky 3), ghi la: “Con ¢6 tin
Chia Thanh Thén trong Gido hdi thanh thién khong?™
Khodng nam 348, nghi 1& Thanh tdy cia Giérusalem ciing
dung thanh ngir & (DS 41). Kinh Tin kinh cta thanh Epi-

! Sach Gid Ly.... sb 823 (x. LG 39); xin xem them céc s 823-829.
? Nautin, Pierre, .Je crois & U'Esprit Saint dans la sainte église pour la résur-
rection de la chair, Paris 1947.
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phanib cting thé (DS 42); cudi cung, cong thic da duge chudn
nhan vao trong tin quy cia cdc cong ddng Nixéa va Conx-
tantinop, ma tinh hitu kitd hiing dung dé tuyén xung dic
tin cho t4i ngay nay (DS 150). Han 1a dic tinh Ay phan 4nh
kinh nghiém cta cong dong kitd vé hoat dong cia Than Khi
& ndi ho: rdi tir 6, ho 1y ngon ngif dung cho Itraen ma ap
dung cho minh 1a “Itraen méi.” Vay, tit thanh phai duoc hidu
theo y nghia cia Kinh Thanh.

1. “Thanh” trong Kinh Thanh

a. Ton gido nao ciing biét dén khai niém thanh.* Van héa
Semita, dic biét tai mién Canaan, coi la thanh, nhitng gi
thude vé mdt quyén niang nhidm mau cia than thiéng. Y
niém “thanh” bao gom hai yéu to cha chot la: tach biét va
thanh khiét. Cuu Ude goi 1a “thanh” nhitng diéu duge tach
ra khoi thé tuc dé danh riéng cho Thién Chda, va vi thé duge
tham du vao dic tinh “thaAnh” ctia Thién Chaa.” Bdi tu ban
tinh, Thién Chia 1 thdanh, nghia 1A hoAn toan khéc vdi thé
gian (x. Hs 11:9), nén “Su thanh” 1a chinh Giavé (x. Am 4:2;
Is 6:1-11). Canh wvue cia Thién Chaa la thanh, va bdi thé
nhimg thuc tai duge dit vao trong canh wue dy déu duge
thong phan vao dic tinh “thdnh.” ftraen 1a dan thanh vi da
duge Giavé chon d&€ danh riéng cho Nguti. Vay, “thanh”

" Trong Tuyen Tap Tin Litu cia H. Denzinger (=DS), cac b 1, 2, 3, 4, 5...

' Xin xem Castelli, E. (ed), Le sacré. Etudes et recherches, Roma-Paris 1974;
Ries, JJ, (ed), Lexpression du sacré dans les grandes religions, Louvain-la-
Neuve, 1 (1978), 11 (1983); Costecalde, C.B., Aux origines du sacré biblique,
Paris, 1987.

5 Wright, D.,, “Toliness (OT)" trong The Anchor Bible Dictionary, 1992, 111,
237-149,



mang y nghia tuong tu nhu “duge chon” (x. Pnl 7:6; 14:2; Is
62:12). Thién Chuaa da chon ho, tua nhu da sinh ho ra lam
con cai, nén ho duge thong phan ban tinh clia Nguwi (x. Pnl
14:1-2). Céc lti Thién Chiaa hida la thanh (x. Tv 105:42), Pén
thd la thanh (x. Tv 5:8), nhiing vat dung dung vao viéce the
phung (x. Xh 30:29), ciing nhu ngay sabat déu la thanh (x.
Xh 31:14), v.v. Nhiing gi thuéc vé hay quy vé Thién Chaa
thi déu la thanh. Hon bao gits hét Dan Chua 1a thanh khi
dudge tridu tap dé phung the Thién Chaa trong “dai hdi cia
nhitng nguti thanh” (Tv 149:1), dé lam thanh “mdt vuung
quoc tu t&,... mot dan thanh” (Xh 19:6).

Vi ho la thanh, tie 1a duge danh riéng cho Chaa, nén ho
phai trd nén thanh, trd nén “vd tdi™: su thanh hitu thé doi
phai ¢6 sy thanh hién sinh. “Hay la thanh vi Ta 1a thanh”
(Lv 19:2): d6 1a gidi ran can ban. “Thanh” day c6 nghia la
tun giif nhitng ménh 1énh ctia Giavé (x. Pnl 26:17-19). Cudi
cung, Thién Chia dit Than Khi Nguti vao long ho (x. Ed
36:27), tic 1a ban cho mot sinh khi mdi, & ho c6 duge kha
ning song trong cong chinh va dic nghia trude mit Thién
Chaa (x. Is 61:10-11).

b. Tan Ude quan niém sy thanh trong 4nh sdng ctia kinh
nghiém phuc sinh va cia mac khai vé sut song Thién Chua
Ba Ngbdi. Thién Chuia la “Cha thanh” (Ga 17:11), da hét long
yéu loai nguti (x. Ga 3:16; 13:1). Gita dong lich sit, dan méi
ciia Chia phai lam cho sy thanh &y lan toa trong khip thé
gidgi (kinh Lay Cha: “Xin lam cho Danh thdanh Cha vinh
hién,” Mt 5:9): “Anh em hdy song thdnh thién trong cach
an nét ¢, dé nén giong Pang Thanh di kéu goi anh em...”
(1Pr 1:15-16). Pie Giésu la hién than cia Thién Chaa chi
thénh, 1a “Pang Thanh cia Thién Chua” (Mc 1:24), vi Ngai
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durie dAy Than Khi (x. Le 4:18). Noi Ngai, “Thién Chua chi
thanh” da trd nén “Thién Chaa-vdi-chung-ta.” Pic Gigsu la
thanh vi duge thu thai béi Thanh Than (x. Le 1:35), vi duge
Thanh Than thanh hién cho sif mang (x. Le 3:22; 4:18), vi
hoat dong nhds sic cia Than Khi (x. Mt 12:28), v.v.; tém lai,
Ngai la thanh vi Ngai 1a mot véi Cha thanh (x. Ga 10:30),
vi Ngai 1a chinh Thién Chaa chi thanh (x. Ga 20:28).

“Thanh” la biét hiéu dic trung cia Than Khi: “Thdanh
Than.” Khong duge Than Khi thanh héa, thi ching c6 gi va
khong mot ai 14 “thanh” ca. Nhu ¢ tai sdong Giordan, Nguti
xubng trén Dc Gidsu dé khai md s mang, thi ngay L& Ngi
tuan, Than Khi ciing da xudng trén Gido hdi so khai (x. Cv
2:3-4). Muc dich st mang cia Thanh Than 1a thong truyén
cho loai nguti sy song thanh thién cia Ngbdi Cha va Ngbi
Con. Bdi Thién Chaa 1a tinh yéu (x. 1Ga 4:8), nén Than Khi
do tinh yéu cia Thién Chaa vao long cdc tin hitu (x. Rm 5:5),
lam cho ho trd nén con cdi Thién Chaa (x. Rm 8:14). Vi
Thién Chuia la chan ly (x. 3Ga 12; Ga 14:16), va Thanh
Théan 1a “Than Khi cia chan 1y” (Ga 14:17; 15:26 v.v.), nén
Nguisi thanh héa cac mdn dd trong chéan Iy (x. Ga 17:17.19).
Vi Thién Chaa 1a 4nh séng (x. 1Ga 1:5), nén Than Khi soi
long md tri cdc tin hitu cho ho hiéu mau nhiém cta Thién
Chia (x. Ep 1:17-18). Thé thi nhan biét Cha va Con chinh
I sur song doi dui, tie 1a su song thanh cia Thién Chaa (x.
Ga 17:3).°

Sit thanh thién nay phai xudt hién rd ra giita thé gidi
loai nguti nay, trong va qua bd méat cia Gido hoi.

" "Thils, Gi., Existence et sainteté en Jésus-Christ, Paris, 1982,



2. Gido H$i “Thanh”

Nhu trong Cuu Ude, Giavé thanh héa dan Nguts:, thi dan
mdi cia Thién Chaa trong thai Tan Udc 1a Gido hi, cang
phai nén thanh nhiédu hon nita (x. 1Pr 2:9-10).7 Gido hdi 1a
gia dinh cta nhimg ai “dugc goi la thanh” (Rm 1:7; 1Cr 1:2):
nghia 1a duge Thién Chda lam cho nén thanh. Mat khac,
Puc Kitd da chon Gido hdi 1am hién thé “xinh dep 1ong 1y,
khong ty 6, khong vét nhan... thanh thién va tinh tuyén”
(Ep 5:27); nhu thé c6 nghia la li tién tri Isaia 62:4-5 qua da
tng nghiém véi Gido hoi hién tai. Diic Kito 1a Dau, 1a Tan
lang: su thanh thién caa Gido hdi la két qua cta viee két hop
bat kha phan ly giita Puc Kitd va Gido hdi Ngai.

(Gido hoi biéu 19 su thanh thién qua cic thanh vién “tinh
tuyén thanh thién” (Ep 1:4) ctia minh, vi ho duge séng doi
song phuc sinh cta Bic Kitd (x. Rm 6:4), nhu con cai Thién
Chaa trong Con Mot. Khong chit do du, thanh Phaold goi
cac kitd hitu 1a “thanh:” “Kinh gii tit cd anh em ¢ Roma,
nhimg nguti duge Thién Chaa yéu thuong, va duge goi la
thanh” (Rm 1:7); “Kinh gii Gido hdi cha Thién Chaa ¢ Co-
rintd, nhimg nguti da duge hién thanh trong Pic Kitd Gié-
su, duge goi 1a thanh” (1Cr 1:2); trong thu gifi cho tin hiu
Philiphé ngai viét: “Céc thanh hét thiy, nhit 1A nhimng
ngutsi & trong cung dién hoang dé&, ciing gl 13i chao anh
em” (P14:22); va ngai coi viée quyén tién tai Corintd dé gidp
Gido hoi Giérusalem ting thiéu, 12 mdt cong tac “phuc vu
céc thanh” (2Cr 8:4). Tong dd chi trinh ta lai kinh nghiém
song cta Gido hdi. Puc Kitd 12 “Dang Thénh duy nhat,™ va

7 Xin xem chutmg V cia Hién chié Lumen Gentium.
B “Ty solus sanctus,” nhut Gido hdi hat trong kinh Vinh danh.
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qua miu nhiém phuc sinh, Ngai da chia sé su thanh tuyét
ddi — vira than thiéng vifa nhan loai — véi cdc anh em minh
khi thong ban Than Khi cia Ngai cho ho (x. Rm 8:11. 14-
17). Va su vige Gido hgi hién dang sinh hoat trong lanh v
thanh, tic la trong “vuong qudc Thanh Ti chi 4i” (CI 1:13)
cling cho thay Gido hdi 1a thanh. Nhu Pdc Giésu da néi: di:
van & trong thé gian, nhung cdc tin hitu khong thudc vé the
gian (x. Ga 17:14). Con thanh Phaold thi nhan dinh ring ho
“da dugc bién déi nén gidng hinh &nh cia Chda vinh quang”
(2Cr 3:18). Vay, nguti kitd qua 1a “thu tao méi” (2Cr 5:17; Gl
6:15).

Nhu Itraen c6 Dén thanh, thi bay gi¢ ngudi kitd chinh
1A “dén thd cha Thién Chua hing séng” (1Cr 3:16-17; 2Cr
6:16), 1a “dén thanh trong Chaa” (Ep 2:21), 1a “dén tho cia
Thanh Than” (1Cr 6:19). Véi tinh y&u c4 biét, Thién Chia
Ba Ngoi dodi thuong cu ngu trong cac tin hitu trung thanh
(x. Ga 14:23).

C#n cd vao sy thanh hiu thd &y, Pic Gidsu da dat ra
trude mit cha nguii kitd 1y tudng cao sidu bic nhat nay 1a:
“Hay trd nén hoan thién nhu Cha hoan thién cta anh e
& trén troi” (Mt 5:48), tie 14 tién tdi ngay cang gn hon v&:
su thanh Ay: tu sdc riéng minh, con ngudi bat e, khéng
theo dudi ndi ly tudng cao siéu Ay; nhung dua vao sic e cia
Théan Khi, nguti kitd khong thit vong, bdi biét ro réing toan
bd dfi minh c6 thé trd nén “mot cia 18 song dong, thanh
thién va dep long Thién Chaa” (Rm 12:1). Du da la thanh —
theo nghia khach quan — thi — v& mét chi quan — ngui ki-
td cling con phai “lo dat tdi mie thanh thién hoan toan” (2Cr
7:1), ngay cang tién 1én “tir ddc tin dén dic tin” (Rm 1:17)
cao hon mai.
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3. Gido hoi la “Thanh:” nhu thé nao?

Céan cd vao tinh cdnh chung, cong dong Vaticand II xac
dinh Gido hoi la thanh thue si; nhung vi ciing 1a Giao hdi
lir hanh, nén sy thanh thién Ay con bat toan (LG 48). Gido
hoi “thanh thién cach bat kha khuyét” vi tinh yéu cia P
Kitd trung thanh (LG 39); nhung “vi dm ap vao trong long
minh ca nhitng ké ¢6 tdi, nén Gido hi vira thanh thién ma
cting vifa phai khong ngimg thanh luyén chinh minh” (1.G
8c). Gido hoi 1a Dan cia Thién Chaa: vi 1a Dan nén co toi,
nhung vi la cia Thién Chua nén thanh thién. Chinh vi vay
ma thanh Phaold vita qua quyét: “anh em 1a thanh” (x. 1Cr
6:11), nhung ciing vita bao: “y muén ctia Thién Chaa la anh
em nén thanh” (1Ts 4:3). Thanh thién cia Gido hoi ¢6 tinh
cach bién chimg: giita cai réi va cai chua, giita cai minh da
c6 va cal minh phai c6, giita An hué cia Thién Chaa va ¢d
ging ctia con ngutsi. Than phéan Ay, thanh Phérd da midu ta
that chinh xic nhu sau: “Anh em hdy song thanh thién
trong cach an nét ¢, dé nén giong Pang Thanh da kéu goi
anh em, vi ¢6 loi Kinh Thanh chép ring: ‘Héy song thanh
thién, vi Ta la Pang Thanh™ (1Pr 1:16-17).

a. Theo than hoc, néu Gido hoi la thanh thi truge hét la
do chinh co céiu ciia minh. Céc y&u td ciu tao Gido hdi thanh
¢¢ quan ctu d 1a thanh: ¥ dinh cia Chia Cha mudn danh
cho cg quan ay mot vai trd dic thu & trong ké& hoach ciu dd,
la thanh va d6 chinh 1a ngudn goc phat sinh cia Gido hdi.
Puc Kitd, Pang sang lap Gido hoi, 1a thanh; Thanh Than,
Péang truyén siic sinh dong cho Gido hoi, la thanh; Thién
Chuia da dat trong Gido hoi kho tang mac khai cua Nguui,
tie 1a Loi Chaa, nhaim tdi die tin, tie 1a thai dd dap ang cua
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lozi ngudi. Pie Kitd da phé théc cho Gi4o 12di naling cdng
cu thanh héa 14 céc bi tich; v Chia Thanh Than hing ban
xudng trén Gido hoi, tran ddy nhimg doan sting, nhimg dich
vu hay thira tac vu.’

Nhitng thuc tai &y 14 thanh, vi chic ning khéch quan cia
ching 14 thanh héa: Lai Chaa 14 tat, du ngutsi gidng c6 xay;
céc bi tich c6 sic thanh héa, du thita tdc vién c6 bat ximg;
nhimng t8 chic (nhu 14 cde dong tu, cdc hdi doan gido déan,
v.v.) Thadn Khi khoi day, déu thanh thién, dii trong dé cb
nhimng thanh phan bt trung; cdc chic vu phAm trat 1 tot
vi ¢6 muc dich 1am chi nam gitp cho dan Chaa vilmg buéc
trén dung thdnh héa, du ddi khi trong dé c6 nhitng ca4 nhan
toi 161 (x. Mt 23:2-3).

b. Gido hoi thanh vi 1a Dan Thién Chaa hinh thanh ti
nhitg thanh vién thanh. Con ngudi trd nén chi thé Gido
hoi véi bi tich Thanh tdy, tic 1a véi viée thanh hoéa cac tdi
nhén va hién thanh 1am cho ho trd thanh “tu t& vuong gia”
(x. 1Pr 2:5-9; Kh 1:5-6; 5:9-10; LG 10). Théat ra, thay vi goi
ngudi kitd 14 “thanh,” thi nén goi ho 1a “duge thanh héa,” vi
von la tdi nhan, nhung nay ho duge cong chinh héa; vi thé,
su thanh thién nay 1a on Chia ban dé duge thong phén vao
su thanh thién cta Piic Kitd. Va hon nita, ho cdn duge thong

? Vaticand II da danh cA mbt chuung trong Hi#in ché v& Gifo hdi d8 ban vé
béc sbng cAc tu si ddng tu hay tu hdi sdng Ioi khuyen Phiic am: “Di khong
thupe vé oo ciu phim it cim Gido hpi, thi bic stng tuyen khéin clic Wi
khuyén Phiic Am ciing mat thiét gin chit véi cube song va suf thanh thién clia
Hpi Thanh™ (LG 44d). “Vay, mdt khi da dupce goi dé tuyén khiin, moi tu s hay
chuyen tAm song bén db trong on gpi Chaa da giti dén cho minh, v hiy mai
mai tién b d& Gifo hpi cing them thanh thign va vinh quang Thién ChGa Ba
Ngbi duy nhat va bit phn cang thtm rang ngii; trong va nhiy Pie Kitd,
Ngubri chinh la ngubn mach va 1a nguyén @y clia moi suf thanh thign" (LG 47).
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phén vao chic ning thanh héa cta vi Thuong t&: “Qua thé,
nhiing nguti da 1anh nhén phép rita, nhd on téi sinh va nha
Thénh Thén xic diu, duge thanh hién dé tré thanh ‘nha
tam’ thiéng lieng va chic tu t& thanh, hdu qua moi hoat
dong cha ban than con ngudi kitd minh, hién ding nhiing 1&
vat thiéng liéng cung rao truyén nhitg ky cong” cia Chaa
(LG 10a). Théan hoc goi cin tinh thanh nay 1a “4An tich,” ma
t9i 16i c4 nhan cing khong x6a ndi. An tich Riia ti va Them
stic khéng bao gitr mat; nguisi kitd duge Théanh Than niém
an dé danh dau la da “thudc vé Thién Chaa.” Céc thia tdc
vién chic thanh thi con duge niém thém an tich khong bao
gio phai nhat, ddnh dau quyén duge thong phan cich dic
bigt vao chie Tu t& cha Dic Kitd. Tap thé cdc phé t&, linh
muc va giam muc lam thanh mdt co quan thanh cta Gido
hoi, khong tuy thudc vao tinh trang dic hanh cia ca nhan.
Dung co quan nay Puc Kitd bao dam qua trinh thanh héa
than thé Ngai, bdi qua ho Ngai cif hanh cac bi tich d& nudi
dutng con céi ciia Chda Cha: dAu céc thita tdc c6 bat ximg,
c6 toi 161, thi bi tich vAn thanh sy, va cdc vi vin 1a cong cu
thong chuyén Than Khi.

c. Gido hoi c6 thanh thién, thi cting la nhg 4n sing va
nhan ddc cua cdc tin hitu. Du réing cé nhitng tdi nhan, thi
gido hitu cdng chinh ciing chiém da s6. Cé mot on goi chung,
on goi “4n & that khiém ton, hién tif va nhan nai, 1y tinh
bac 4i ma chiu dyng l4n nhau...” (Ep 4:1tt). Vaticand Il nhan
manh dén su viée “...tat ca céc kitd hitu, bat e theo bac séng
hay dia vi nio, cling déu duge keu goi ti#n 4&n muc vien man
cua dui song kitd gido va mue tron hao cta dic ai” (LG 40b).
Gi4o hoi da thiang thé tdi 4c vi on tha thi luon ludn sén co.
Cong dong da khong ngAn ngai x4c dinh 14 Gido hoi “thanh
thién bat kha khuyét” (LG 39), khong phai vi khong thé
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pham tdi, song 1a vi du cho ¢é tdi, on thong hdi va tha tha
hiing dugc ban ra doi dao hitu hiéu. Trong Giéo hoi, khong
thé ¢6 chuyén khdng cé nhitng thanh nhan." Ly do la vi “su
thanh thién luan 1§” ph4t sinh nhu 1a hoa trai tir mau rat
thanh cia Duc Kitd, va Gido hdi khdng ngimng clt hanh hy t&
ciia Ngai. Hon nita, vi Pic Kitd va Hién thé Ngai khong thé
nao ma khong khang khit trung thanh véi nhau; va sau
cung vi “Than Khi cha thanh thign” (Rm 1:4) hing & ciing
va hiing tdc dung trong Gi4o hdi. Nguon mach ctia sy thanh
thién hién sinh la 13i hia cta Chda: “Quyén luc tif than s
khong thing ndi” (Mt 16:18), va “Thay & véi anh em moi
ngay cho dén tan the” (Mt 28:20).

- d. Gido hoi 1a thanh vi hing huéng vé& “thanh thanh”
canh chung (x. Kh 21:2), phén thuéng danh cho nguui kitd
trung thanh (x. Kh 22:19). Tin hiu kitd bao gi¥s ciing song
trong thé cing thing: 1a thAnh nhung phai nén thanh thém
madi (x. Kh 22:11). Tinh trang nay chi két thdc khi Puc Kitd
quang lam. Vi th&, Thanh Linh thic giuc Gido hdi lién I nai
xin Chia sdm trd lai: “Thadn Khi va Tan Nuong néi: Xin
Ngai ngyu dén!” (Kh 22:17). Pdc tin cia Tan Uéc da y thitc
ro vé mdi lién he giita su thanh thién va su song lai. Pitc
Kitd phue sinh 1a mac khai vé sy thanh cGia Thién Chaa: vi
la “Pang Théanh cGa Thién Chiia,” nén Pudc Gidsu da séng
lai. Trung Tv 16:10, c4c tong dd da minh x4c: Thién Chia
“khong dé Vi Thanh ctia Nguoi phai hu nat” (Cv 2:27; 13:35).
Su thanh thién cia Thién Chaa duge chuyén thong qua bi
tich Rita tdi, vi d6 1a bi tich 1am cho duge thong phan vao
cufc tf nan va phuc sinh ctia Duc Kitd (Rm 6:3-6). La théan

" Karl Rahner, Theological Investigations, 111, London: Darton, Longman &
Todd 1967: “The Church of the Saints,” tr. 91-104.
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thé cta Duc Kitd phuc sinh, Gido hdi phai huing vé véi
“PAu” cha minh 1a Duc Kitd phuc sinh dang hién tri & trong
“troi mai va dat méi” (Kh 21:1-2), dé “duge & ciing Chia mai
mai” (1Tx 4:17). Vién tugng Ay 12 ndi dung ctia niém hy vong
song dong Gido hoi hiing ap 4, va la déi tuung cta loi cau
(x. Tt 3:7). Su thanh thién chi thanh tuu tron ven khi Thién
Chua ]a tit ca trong moi sy (x. 1Cr 15:28). Trong khi cha
dgi Chaa trd lai, Gido hdi khdong ngimg duge thanh hoa qua
cong tac lam cho con ngutsi ci trd thanh con nguti mdi, coi
dat ci trd thanh mién dat mdi, tao vat cii trd thanh tao vat
mdi.

Cac Thanh Théng Cong

Pugc tuyén xung qua kinh tin kinh it nhat 1a tir thé ky
thit nam, tin diéu nay lam ching cho su thanh thién cta
Gido hdi. Trong cong thic nay, tif cdc thanh cé nghia chi vé
vifa nhitmg diéu thanh vita nhitng nguti thanh; con ¥ nghia
dAu tién ma tif théng cong mudn chi vé, khong phai 1a chia
sé, song 1a hi¢p thong nhd mot nguyén tic thanh, néi cach
khéc 1a nhd day lien déi siéu viet ndi két cdc chi thé song
dong cta Gido hoi trong Thanh Théan." Nhung thyc trang
thong phén vao cla cai sidu vigt cia nhau, ddi héi phai c6
viéc chia sé cta cai hién sinh cua nhau.

Gido hoi gébm c6 “cac thanh” ¢ dudi dat, ¢ trong luyén
nguc va & trén Troi. Gido hdi nhu Bi tich ciu dp, va thuc
trang “cac thanh thdng cdong” chinh la ndi dung (res sacra-

' Xin xem bai “Communion des saints” trong Dict, de Théol.Cathol., 11, 1923,
429-480; “Communion of Saints™ trong Sacramentum Mundi, Burns & Oates,
1968,
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menti) cha bi tich Ay, 1a méi lién két 1am cho cdc thanh
thanh mot than thé duy nhat. Néu nhin thau qua théi trang
cta céc thanh & trén Trui, thi sy thanh thién cia Gido hdi
qua 1a bat kha khuyét, ngay ca vé phuong dién nhan loai.
Tinh trang hiép thong thanh nay phat sinh tit mdi thong
hiép véi Pue Kitd'? va véi Chia Cha (1Ga 1:3)." Niém hiép
thong nay thanh héa céc tin hitu va khién ho hiép thong véi
nhau. Nhu ¢ trong Thién Chia Ba Ngdi, Thanh Than la
“day noi két” Chia Cha va Chaa Con trong tinh yéu, thi &
trong Gido hoi ciing vay; vi th& thanh Phaold da viét biing
mot cong thic hoa my néi riing: “Cau chic toan thé anh em
dugce diy tran an sing ctia Chaa Giésu, ddy tinh thuong cia
Thién Chaa, va on théng hiép ciia Thanh Than” (2Cr 13:
13). Sach Gido Ly méi trich 1i cia Sach Gido Ly Roma ghi
rang “Gido hdi duge cai quan bdi mot Thanh Than duy nhit,
the t4t nhiing gi t5t lanh Gifio hdi nhan duge, thi déu trd
thanh cai von chung” (s6 847). Thanh Linh “cai quan” Gido
hoi nhu mot nguyén 1y ndi tai; vi thé, tin diéu “théng cong”
mudn néi ring trong Gido hdi, hiép thong bdi mdt nguyén
Iy thanh duy nhat, nhimg nguisi thanh cling chia sé véi nhau
nhimg kho tang thanh thiéng da dugc dé 1am cta chung.

Y thic rd vé méi lién déi sidu vigt nay, thanh Phaold da
“cu nguyén cho anh em hét thay” (P1 1:3), va xin cdng doan
Ephésd “ciu cho toan thé cac thanh” cing nhu cho ngai (x.
Ep 6:18-19). Vi dit nén méng noi chinh Dic Kitd va Thdnh
Than, nén moi lién déi nay khong gidi han ¢ trong doi nay

12 T communio (Latinh) hoac koinonia (Hylap) c6 § nghia “hi¢p thong “ va
“ruic 16" vi ¢ hai 16t cube chi 1a mbt: x. 1Cr 10:16.

13 Nén Juu ¢ 1a Cuu Udic khong bao gitr nbi vé “higp thdng” vii Giave; “higp
thong” véi Thien Chaa 1a dac tinh cia Dan Tan Udc.
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ma thdi, nhung van mai tiép tuc & doi sau (x. LG 49-50). D6
14 1y do tai sao Gido hoi so khai da nhén ra la cin phai kinh
céc vi tif dao va chu nguyén dang 1& cho céc tin hitu da qua
doi: moi lién déi thanh nay qua 1a manh hon su chét vay.
Thye trang “Cac Thanh thong cong” luon luon anh hudng
sAu dam dén dii sdng cla céac tin hitu, nhu Siach Gido Ly
viét: “Cac tin hitu hoc duge nai Gido hdi guong sang cia su
thanh thién: ho nhan ra khudn mit va ngudn mach cta su
thanh thién noi Pde Trinh Nir Maria rit thianh; ho thay
duge biing ching trung thuc ctia su thanh thién noi nhimmg
nguti song thanh thign; ho kham pha ra sy thanh thién
trong truyén thong tinh than cling nhu trong lich sif 1au dai
cua cdc vi thanh da di trude ho va duge phung vu kinh mimg
theo nhip chu ky Cac Thanh” (s6 2030).

Cudi cung, communio sanctorum — tdc cung nhau chia sé
cta cai thiéng liéng — phai dua dén communicatio bonorum
— tifc chia sé cla cai vat chat — nhu Vaticano 11 da lwu y:
“Céc thanh phén khéc nhau trong Gido hdi déu lidn két véi
nhau qua mdi day hiép thong mat thiét vé cla cdi thiéng
lieng, vé nhan su tong dd ciing nhu vé tai nguyén vat chat.
Qua thuc, moi phan ti Dan Thién Chia déu duge kéu goi
chia sé cia cai minh, va 1oi néi sau day cta vi tong dd cing
(ing hiéu ddi véi mdi mot Gido hoi: ‘On rieng Thién Chia da
ban, mébi nguoi trong anh em phai ding 11 phuc vu ké
khae. Nhu vay, anh em mai la nhiing nguoi lhéo quan ly dn
hug thién hinh van trang cia Thién Chua” (LG 13c; x. GS
69).
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4. Thanh thién con khi€ém khuyét

“Trong khi Die Kitd ‘thanh thién, vo toi, vo ti' (Dt 7:26),
‘khong hé biét dén tai’ (2Cr 5:21), nhung da dén dé xoa tdi
ctia dan (x. Dt 2:17), thi, vi con Ap 0 tdi nhan trong long clia
minh, va déng thoi la thanh ma vin cin phai duge khong
ngimg thanh luyén, nén Gido hdi hiing ra sic xam hoi va
canh tan” (LG 8c).

Giao hoi c6 thanh thién 1a nhd céc cau td than linh; Gido
hoi ¢6 yéu nhuge toi 16i 14 do céc ciu t& nhan loai. Puc Gié-
su da béo trudce la co lung sé ctn moc 1én trong rudng laa cua
Thién Chaa “cho dén ngay mua” (x. Mt 13:24-30), va chiéc
ludi cia Nude Troi thi s& gom da thi c4, tot ciing nhu xau (x.
13:47-48). Chinh vi th& Ngai da thiét dit nhimg thé thic
stta 11 trong cdng doan (x. Mt 18:15-18). Thanh Phaold da
phai déi phé vdi tinh trang “chuéng tai” & trong cong doan
Corintd ma, trong nhimg dip khéac, ngai ban khen la tot (x.
1Cr 5:1tt). Con tong dd Gioan thi da thdy xuét hién & trong
cong dong Gido hoi dia phuong clia ngai, nhimg “ké phan
kitd” (1Ga 2:18).

Vaticand Il cing cong nhan Gido hdi 1a thanh nhung con
bat toan, chinh vi th&€ ma bao gi¥ cling phai cAn dén nd luc
cai tien (UR 6a)."* Cong dong Trentd day ring ngudi cdng
chinh van con c6 thé pham toi (DS 1440, 1619"); & dudi dat
nay, su thanh thién sé khong bao gio thap toan hoan hao:

"' Xin xem K. Rahner, Theological Investigations V1, London: Darton, Long-
man & Todd 1969: “The Church of Sinners” tr. 253-269, va “The sinful
Church in the Decrees of Vatican 11, 270-292.

15 “Ga bi Wyt thong ndu chii trimg rang: ngubi da duge rita i thi di mudn
vit dit 0o pham tdi bao nhidu di nita, cing khong thé mit &n sing, trif khi
ngui Ay Lirchdi khong mudn tin.”
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“nguti cong chinh nao cung pham td1 nhe” (DS 1537) hay
trong (DS 1573). Trong lich stf, thinh thoang lai xuat hién
nhimg lac gido chu truong mdt Gidgo hoi khong ti 6 chi gom
toan nhimg thanh nhan; nhu Jan Hus (t 1415) ching han:
ong nay cho riing Gi4o hdi 1a cdng doan ciia “toan thé nhimg
ngudsi duge tién dinh,” con tit ca nhimg ngudi khic sé phai
xudng hda ngue, bdi du ¢6 séng trong an siing Thién Chua,
ho ciing khong thudc vé Gido hoi (NS 1201, 1205, 1206);
Pasquier Quesnel ciing bi két 4n (nam 1713) vi chii truong
mot dang hoc thuyét tuong tu (DS 2472-8).

Céc Gido phu thuomg nhéc lai hinh Anh nay la Duce Kito,
Pang chiin chién lanh, da tim ra duge mot Gido hoi tdi 16i
d@ bién héa cho thanh thanh thién, da gap thdy mot Gido
hdi ® u& ma van thanh luyén cho ra tinh tuyén. Cong trinh
ctia Ngoi Loi nhap thé chi my man hoan tat ¢ trong vuong
qudc cdnh chung. Truyén théng néu nhitng phu nir ti 16i
trong Kinh Thanh lam hinh béng tién trung cho Gido hoi,
nhu Thamar, Rahab, Madaléna...: Gido hoi chi la thanh vi
nht duge giai thoat khoi tdi 16i; bdi vi ban tinh nhan loai
chi la xdc pham. Ciing vi th& ma tude hidu hai nghich 1y nay
1a “casta meretrix” (“g4i didm trinh bach”) da duge ap dung
cho Gido hoi.'® Va bdi vay, khi cif hanh L& Ta On, bao gid
Hién thé Pic Kitd ciing déu bit diu véi nghi thite sdm hai:
communio peccatorum; nhung lai két thiac véi hainh dong
hiép thong (rude L&) véi Chaa: communio sanctorum.

Va day, mdt van nan duge dat ra: da danh la c¢6 nhitng
tin hitu tdi 16i, nhung chinh Gido hoi c6 toi 16i khong? Néu
nhin Gido hdi qua ban chit mdu nhiém (Nhiém thé), thi

16 Xin xem H.U. von Balthasar, “Casta Meretrix,” trong Sponsa Verbi: Skizzen
zur Theologie, 11, Einsiedeln 1961, tr. 203-305.
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khong thé c6 chuyén vuong nhudm tdi 16i; vi viy, nhiéu nha
than hoc giai thich riing Gido hdi c6 tdi nhan, song khong
6 toi; tin hitu tdi 16i 12 nhu bi xé 1am hai: mdt dang thi &
trong Gido hdi, va dang khéc thi thudc vé thé gian. Néu xét
theo tu thé 1a cong déng cdae tin hitu, thi Gido hoi vita thanh
vira toi 16i. Toi 16i ciia dAn Chida lam gidm bét di tinh chét
thinh cta Nhiém thé; tdi 16i cha cdc tha lanh tac hai dén
chinh Gido hdi." Vi thé, Dic Phaold VI va Puc Gioan Phao-
16 11 da nhiéu 1an lén tiéng cong khai xin 18i vi nhimg tdi
Gigo hoi da pham trong quéa khd, ching han nhu khi gay
chia ré véi Dong phuong' hodc khi dinh liu vao viéc tao ra
bau khi bai Do thai." Lich st ciing cho thay da c6 nhitng vi
linh dao cip cao trong Gido hdi pham vao nhimg tdi tay
tri nhu sat nhan, budn than ban thanh, kéo 1é cude séng
phong diang, thé tuc, vo trach nhiém..., cing nhu ¢6 nhitng
dam dong tin hitu song theo mé tin di doan. Bd mat cia Gido
hoi bi méo xéch di vi toi 16i.

Vi céc tin hitu déu lién ddi véi nhau, nén ho cang dao dic
thi toan by Gido hoi cang thanh thién; va trai lai, tin hitu
toi 161 thi lam giam thiéu di “mdc do thanh thién” caa dau
chi cttu do 1a Gido hdi. Nhung phai néi ngay 1a phan lign déi
tich cuc (cong duc) hay tiéu cue (191 161) cta cac tin hitu qua

17 Xin xem ch thich 13.

1% Vaticand II nhan dinh: “Lisi chitng sau day cia Thanh Gioan vAn obn gi tri
doi vri nhimg 16i 1Am phuong hai dén higp nhat: Néu ta noi ring minh vo tdi,
ta kit Ngubri la ke doi tra va Lisi Nguii khong & trong ching ta' (1Ga 1:10) Vay,
ching ta hay khiem nhutmg xin 16i Chaa va xin 15i cAc anh chi em ly khai,
cung nhu ching ta tha cho ké o ng chiing ta* (UR 7b)

" Xin xem Tuy®n Ngon Nostra Aetate, 4g “...Gido hpi riit lay Jam dau long vi
suf thit ghét, dan 4p va nhimg hanh ddng clia chii nghia bai Do thai trong bat
it thiri nho v do bt ol ai o1 vai ngubi Do thai.”
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la it 6i so vdi sy thanh thién cta Pic Kitd; Ngai 1a nguon
phat sinh chd yéu cta “thanh tinh” Gido hoi. Bao lau con la
lit khach, thi bay lau Gido hoi vAn mai “tién budc gitia nhitng
cam db va thu thach dau thuong;” nhung hiing “duge vitng
manh nh& on Thién Chaa ma Chaa Giésu da hda ban, dé du
¢6 yéu hén vé mit xdc thit, Gido hdi cling van hoan toan
trung tin, song nhu mot Hién Thé xing ddng cta Chua
minh, va khong ngiing déi méi chinh minh dudi tdc dong
ctia Chia Thanh Than cho dén ngay, nhe Théanh gia ma dat
dén anh sang khong hé tiat” (LG 9 cudi).

5. Gia tri bién gido ctia diac tinh “thanh thié¢n”

Bon “dic diém” ctia Gido hdi (duy nhét, thanh thién, cong
gido va tong truyén) thuong duge cac nha bién gido dung
lam 1y chimg dé xac minh Gido hdi (cong gido) 1a Gido hdi
that.”” Nhung su thanh thién thi qua t& nhi, nén it ai dam
dung dén dé 1am “biing c4.” That vay, néu néi “ta thanh
hon ngudi” thi qua 12 huénh hoang, va vi thé, sé lam tiéu
mét di chinh didu tuyén bd. PA 14 biing cd, tit phai co tinh
cadch hitu hinh; nhung, “thanh thién” ¢6 la do ban tinh siéu
nhién, nén khong thé nio 1dy nhig hién tugng bé ngoai
dé ma do luimg hay xac dinh thuc tai bé trong duge.

Pang khéc, Dic Kitd vA Thanh Than dang hoat dong ca
& ngoai bién gidi Gido hdi cong gido, tham chi ngoai Kitd
gido nita; vi thé Gido hoi nao, tdn gido ndo ciing c6 thé co
nhiing ngudsi thanh va nhimg gia tri thanh. Hon nita, muén

20 Xin xem Thils, G., Les Notes de l'Eglise dans l'apologétique Catholique de-
puis la Réforme, Paris, Gembloux 1947.
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“do luong mic d9” thanh thién, thi phai c¢6 nhimng tiéu chi
chung véi phia “d61 dam,” ma that su 1a khong cé.

Dir vay, Pie Kitd vAn mudn Gido hdi giong nhu “thanh
xity trén nii,” nhu “4nh sdng chiéu giai truge mit thien ha”
(x. Mt 5:14-16). Con Vaticand II thi néi: Gido hoi 1a “mot
dau chi néu cao trude méit cac dan toe” (SC 2; UR 2e; AG
36b). Thé thi, vi “4n diu cha Pice Kitd phai chidu sang rang
ngdi trén khudon mat Gido hoi” (LG 15), va “qua khudn mat
Ay, nguovi ta phan dodn vé sic manh va chan 1y cia s diép
Kito gido (GS 43e) — tidce 1a phai néu ro ly ching minh gido
— nén cong dong khuyén khich cdc tin hitu chiam lo séng
dao ximg dang; At 1, trude hét, phai cAn dén su thanh thién.
“Bi tich ctu dd” 1a “dau chi thanh héa;” vi thé, qua dé, loai
ngudi ¢6 thé nhan thay ro duge su thanh thién trong Gido
hoi.

Khoa bién gido c6 khuynh hudng dua vao mot so su kién
hay hién tugng nhu 1a phép la A& ban rong vé cac dic diém,
cho ring Gido hoi ¢6 thanh thién nhu the 1a bdi vi Thién
Chua can thiép dic biét dé tao nén két qua la thuiing nhu
vay. Bién luan nhu thé chi 1a viéc lam v ich, vi khong may
ai da thay, da nhan phép la, va trong lanh vuc nay khong
thé ching minh diéu gi mot cich xéc quyét. Vé nhimg thue
tai sidu nhién, thi nhiéu 1dm 1a chi ¢6 thé dé xudt mot so
“dau higu” c6 stic goi ¥ suy tur. Co thé nhan ra duge nhiéu dau
chi khach quan vé sy thanh thién cia Gido hoi, ching han
nhu 1A nhitng su kién sau day: Gido hdi vAn mai trung thanh
véi st ménh rao giang Tin Mimg va clf hanh cic bi tich; van
mai tiép tuc ra sic nang cao mic dd dao dic cia nhéan loai;
thai do khoan dung dén nhan céc toi nhan; ludn ludn dé
nghi cho con ngudi mot 1y tudng luan 1y cao nhét; hing
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khong ngimg sinh nén nhifu con cai thanh thién: su that
ma néi, trong Gido hdi c6 nhidu thanh nhan dich thuc; thidu
chi nhitng vi chin tu chiém niém, tron dui dang hién toan
than cho mdt minh Thién Chaa; thiéu chi nhimg kitd hin
dan than vo diéu kién va vo vi lgi dé tan tuy phuc vu nhiing
anh chi em dau y&u, ngheo kho, bat luc (nhu: nguti ci, dan
ching bi bée 10t, nguti mu chit, v.v.); mot tinh yéu hién thé
nhan danh Pie Kitd nhu theé qua 1a diu chi hung hon cho
thay Thién Chda chi thanh hiing hién dién ¢ gitta Gido hoi.
Vanhu th&, moi nguti s& nhan o duge ngay su thanh thién
iy, khong can phai biér: ludn dong dai. Vay, diéu ma Gido
hoi dang cAn nhat bay gi¥ 1a cé duge nhidu ngui thanh.”!

21 Xin xem Grand-Maison, M., L'Eglise par elle-méme motif de cridibilite,
Rome 1961; Von Balthasar, H.U., Amore e credibilit cristiana, Roma 1981;
Gémez, F., “Towards a Ministry of Sanctity? Fast Asian Pas'oral Review 22
(1985) 147-155; Cotugno, N., “La testimonianza del Popolo di o, Segno di Ri-
velazione alla luce del Concilio Vaticano II” trong Fisichella, R., (ed), Gesit Iti-
velatore, Casale Monferrato 1988, 222-240;
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PINH NGHIA GIAO HOI

Kinh Théanh khong dinh nghia Gido hdi, nhung dua trén
cac hinh anh va dn du Kinh Thénh, céc téc gia da cd ging
trinh ta vé Gido hoi. Vay, Gido hdi duge goi la: “Itraen cla
Thién Chia,” “Giérusalem,” “thanh tri,” “kién trie,” ho#ic 1a
“yuiyn nho” ctia Thién Chua, v.v. Va ¢6 nhiéu tif ngit con sat
vdi ¥ nghia cta ban tinh Gido hdi hon nifa, cing da duge
dung dén, nhu “dan Thién Chia,” “Me ching ta,” “Nif trinh,”
hay “Hién thé,” v.v. Qua nhiing cdch thdc miéu ta Gido hoi
nhu thé, ¢6 thé thay duge Gido hoi 1a gi déi véi chiing ta,
hay noi cach khac: ching ta cin phai lam gi dé hiép thong
vdi Thién Chua.'

Gido hdi ]a mdt mau nhiém; va di 1a mdt mau nhiém, thi
khong danh tif nao, khong cong thite ndo,? ¢6 thé dinh nghia
cho hoan toan ding duge. DAu vay, thé theo ¥ mudn cia Pic

! Xin xem Rokhof, H.W., The concept of the Church; a methodological inquiry
into the use of metaphors in Ecclesiology, Sheed & Ward, Patmos 1981. Vé
quan niém Chinh thiing, xin xem Trembelas, P., Dogmatique de U'Fglise or-
thodoxe catholique, Chevetogne 1967, 11, 366tt.

* Chiing han: “cAc thanh,” “Kitd hit,” “tin hiny,” “mdn dd cha ngusi Galilea,”
“khach lit hanh,” “dan duge tuyén chon,” “dan thanh,” “dan Thién Chaa,”
“huynh d,” “Itraen mdi, hoc clia Thien Chaa, hoc ftraen thuk,” “dén this
Thii n Chia,” “nha Thien Chaa,” “dong doi Abrahan,” “Nufic Trbi,” “Than
minh it Kitd,” “viém nho,” “dan chién...” v.v., va nhiéu hon 12 nhimg gi doc
thiy trong Tan Usc.
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Phaold VI, cong dong Vaticand 11 cing da dé lai cho ching
ta mot vai cong thic tuong tu nhu dang dinh nghia: “Khong
ai con ¢6 thé do du duge la da c6 mot ¥ muon, mot nhu ciu,
mot bon phan doi Gido hoi phai tur dinh nghia vé minh mét
cach xing hop hon.™

Danh xung Gidao héi

Kinh Thanh diung tir Ekklesia dé chi dinh thuc tai goi 1
Gido hdi. Chinh tir nay ciing da 1a mot tha dinh nghia hay.
Tu ekklesia phat nguyén tir dong tir ek-kaleé c6 nghia la
“tridu tap” (convocatio), “nhém hoi,” vita chi vé hanh dong:
tridu tap, tu hop; viia chi vé két quéa (thu dong) ctia hanh
dong la cong dong duge tridu tap.

Trong moi trutng van héa Hy lap, Ekklesia c6 nghia la
“dam hop cong dan” (x. Cv 19:32-40), véi muc dich thutmg la
phép ly; ngay nay ngudi ta sé goi d6 1a cude ‘mit-tinh’ do mot
yéu nhan triéu tap. Nhung Kitd gido khong muon tif nay tir
the gidi Hy lap dudng thoi, song 14 14y né tir Kinh Thanh.

Trong Cuu Ude biing tieng Hy lap (ban dich Bay Mui:
LXX), tif ekklesia duge ding 96 1an dé chi conyr ddng Itraen
dugce triéu tip; trong mot so 1an, tir &y mang § nghia disi, con
lai thi thuting (72 14n) duge ding d& chi vé cude hi hop ton
gido, ma tiéng Do thai goi 1a Qahal, thutng ghép vai tir
Yhwh d@& tao thanh tit Qahal-Yahweh (hi ddng cha Giavd),
vdi ¥ nghia kép: “duge Thién Chia triéu tap’ va “sd hiu cua
Thién Chaa” (x. Pnl 23:2; 1Sb 28:8; Nkm 13:1; Mk 2:5, v.v.).
Cuu Uge dung 115 1an tir Qahal, trong d6 72 lan vdi ¥

 Phaold VI, Dign van khai mae khoa I c.d Vaticand 1, nghy 29-9-1963.
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nghia ton gido. Nhitng 14n hoi hop nay sé 1a kiéu méu cho
cong dong kitd, tic Gido hoi. Ngay tir dau, Gido hoi y thie
ro minh 13 mot cong déng do Thién Chua tridu tap, chu
khong phai 1a mot doan nhém tu hop do tu ¥ hay do ¥ mudn
loai ngutsi: On goi than linh chinh 1a ngudn phét sinh cta
Dan Thién Chaa.

Tan Uge dung dén nhiéu tif khdc nhau dé goi cAc mdn dd
ctia Puc Giésu. Nhung ngay tir dau, tir ekklesia da duge chon
dé chi vé cAc ngai nhu 1a danh xung dic biét. Thanh Phao-
16 dung 62 lan, sach Cong vu céc tong dd 23 14n, sach Khai
huyén 20 1an; con Tin mimg Nhat 1am thi chi dung c¢6 2 14n
trong Matthéu; nhu vay, Tan Ude dung tir ekklesia dén 114
lAn. Céc viin ban tiéng Latinh da ding nhiing tir tuong tu.
Tertulliand dung tir curia (Apol. 39); cdc tdc gid khac dung
tir contio, hoic comitia, v.v... Tuy nhién, néi chung, Gido hdi
khong muén dich nghia, nhung chi muén chuyén 4m thanh
ecclesia ma thai. That ra, ngdn ngit Kitd gido c6 nhidu ‘thuét
ngu’ nhu vay, tic la chi phién céc tir Hy lap ra chir Latinh,
nhu: episcopus, baptisma, christianus...v.v.

T\t ekklesia c6 nghia trude hét chi vé cong dong kitd néi
chung, rdi sau dé6 méi ngu ¥ chi vé cong doan dia phuong.
Ngay tir dau, cac kitd hitu da tu gidi thigu 1a “Gido hoi cta
Thién Chia” (Cv 20:28); diéu dé chimg to ho da 14y danh
xung nay tit Cuu Ude, va ddng thdi ho coi minh la Itraen
mdi, Itraen thuc, dang lit hanh trong sa mac (x. 1Pr 2:9tt;
2Cr 6:16: Dt 8:10, v.v.), 1a “sd tin trung con lai” giita s6
dong choi phan dao (x. Cv 5:31-32; 7:1-53). Gido hdi da duge
goi la ekklesia ngay tai Palestina, nhu thay duge & trong Mt
16:18; 18:18, va trong Cv, ndi cic chiigng néi vé cdng dong

riérusalem goc Do thai (x. Cv 5:11; 8:1-3; 9:31; 12:1-5). Vay,
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xét theo tu th& nao — tic 14 cong ddng dia phuong hay cong
dong phé quat — thi Gido hdi Gierusalem ciing da dude goi
1A Ekklesia.”.

Ban dAu, “Gido hoi” thuomg duge ding va hidu theo sd it
(x. Cv 2:47; 8:1-3), ngay ca khi ¢6 § noi vé Gierusalem (x. Cv
9:31); sau nay, tir &y mdi duge dung & so nhiéu (x. Kh 1:4;
11:20: 2Cr 11:28, v.v.). Nhung khi Tan Udc néi vé cac Gido
hdi, thi khang hé c6 ¥ dé cAp dén mot thi lién bang, ma chi
mudn néu 1én mot thue tai duy nhal duge hién thue tron ven
trong mdi cong doan. Chinh d6 la y nghia mudn biéu dat qua
cach néi: “Gido hoi ¢ Corintd” (1Cr 1:2; 2Cr 1:1). Gido hoi
mang y nghia siéu viét trong tuogng quan véi tiing cong doan
(x. 1Cr 15:9; G1 1:13, v.v.), va vi thé thanh Phaold da c6 thé
di tir s§ it qua sd nhidu biing cdch phdi hgp ca hai ¥ nghia
(x. 1Cr 4:34; P1 3:6, v.v.).

Vay, ¥ nghia cta danh tir ekklesia c6 thé duge tém gon
nhu sau: “Nhidu méu nhiém cao ca duge néi 1én qua danh tir
EKKLESIA. Trude hét 1a su tridu tap... dé truc tiép bidu dat
long nhan hau va 4nh huy hoang cta &n sing Thién Chua,
ciing nhu dé danh diu khodng ciach ngin giita Gido hdi va
nhiing thuc tai trin thé khéc. Vi nhiing thuc tai nay la hau
qua cta ly tri va khon ngoan loai ngudi; con trai lai, Gido
hdi 14 hau qua cta minh tri va k& hoach Thién Chia. Nguoi
dung tdc ddng va tdc vu cha cdc vi mue tif ma rao giang dé
kéu mui tif bén trong 14n bén ngoai.™

1 Cha E. Schillebeeckx vitt: “Tréi visi quan nigm tnic kia, § nghia phi quat
ciia tif ekklesia khong phai 1a mjt sy ‘ddi méi cha tir Ay, song Ia ¥ nghia
nguyen thiry tif loe diu (x. Gl 1:13; 1Cr 16:9; Pl 36)", trong Church, The
Human Story of God, New York 1993, tr. 147.

5 Sach Gido Ly Cong Déng Trentd, 1.10.3.
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2. N§i dung cua tu ekklesia: dinh nghia chinh xéac

Vi Gido hoi 12 mot thue tai phic tap va ¢ thé tim hiéu
tir nhidu quan di#m khéc nhau, nén khi dinh nghia Gido hdi,
céc tac gia thudng c6 khuynh huéng nhiin manh cich riéng
dén mot khia canh nao d6.°

a. Giao hoi nhu mét xa hoi

Vé phuong dién nay, cau dinh nghia sau diy cta thanh
Robertd Bellarmind duge coi 1a ¢6 dién: “Gido hoi 1a mot xa
hoi gdom nhiéu nguui lién két véi nhau qua viée tuyén xung
cung mdt die tin kitd gido, vit qua viée tham du cac bi tich,
dudi quyén tai thdm cha nhimg chi chin hgp phAap, nhat 1a
cua Pic Gido hoang, vi dai dién duy nhat tai thé cha Pic
Kito." Khai niém %a héi’ 1a khai niém thich hgp nhét dé
gitp nhan thic ding vé Gido hdi tru6e nhiing nguy co cla
Tin lanh, cua phai Jansénio va Phap gido (Gallicanisme),
bdi né néu ro tinh chat duy nhat, hita hinh va co cu phAm
trat cua Gido hoi, nguge lai véi nhimmg khuynh huéng duy
linh hoic dia phuong héa dua tdi ly khai. Cong dong Vati-

% Xin xem Dulles, Avery, Models of the Church, expanded edition, Doubleday,
N.Y. 1987,

" Opera omnia, &d. Justin Fevre, Paris, 1870, IT, tr. 316-318; vi chu nay da
dure noi difn nhidu, nén cin phai doc lai nguy®n viin: Toi noi rang Gido hi
1A “coetum hominum ejusdem chritianae fidei professione colligatum, et eorun-
dem sacramentorum communione collegatum, sub regimine legitimorum pas-
{orum, ac praecipue unius Christi in terris Vicarii Romani Pontificis.” Bellar-
mino cing biét dén chifu kich bé trong hoaic “linh hin” clia GH, nghia 1a
nhimg on cia Than khi, dic tin, ciy, mén, v.v.; vi the, nghi phan bigt nhimg
thanh vien cia GH lam ba nhom: nhitng ngubi thude vt ci xac lAn hin cin
GH, nhimg ai chi thude vé xAc (cAc thi nhan) ma thdi, va nhimg ai chi thude
vi: linh hémn (0 dife tin ma chuta chiu phép Rifa tHi).
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cand II cing da dung dén khai niém ay: “Gido hoi duge thist
lap va té chic trong thé gian nay nhumot xa hoi” (LG 8), véi
nhiing co ciu pham trat. Cong dong Vaticano 1 khong dung
tir ‘xa hoi’ nhung lai miéu ta nhiing yéu td cau thanh Gido
hoi theo cac loai nguyén nhan: nguyén nhian chat thé 1a céc
tin hitu; nguy®én nhan md thic 1a méi hiép nhat trong duce tin
va day hiép thong; nguyén nhan ciu canh 1a nhan to lam
cho cong trinh ciu chude duge truting ton; va nguyén nhan
dung cu la cac chu chén, tic nhiing vi phuc vu su hiép nhat;
tat ca duge thiét dit theo k& hoach cdu dd cia Thién Chaa.

Pinh nghia nhu thé vin chua di. Con cin phai néu 1o
thém ring Gido hoi 1a mjt xa hoi dic loai, vi Gido hoi bao
gdm nhiing yéu to vugt qua trat tu xa hoi tu nhién: tie la
nhimg gi thudc lanh vie hay binh dién siéu nhién cta Hoi
thanh.

b. Gigo héi nhw la Hi¢p théng

P& wugt ra ngoai nhig gidi han phép ly cia pham tru ‘xa
hdi,’ cdc nha thin hoc da cAu dén khéi niém “hiép thong.”
Hiép thong 1a gi? Thua 14 mdt thue tai phic tap, nhung c6
thé tam noéi do 14 tuong quan lién vi giita Thién Chaa va con
ngudi, ciing nhu gitfa loai ngudsi véi nhau: F. Pilgram quan
niém nhu vay.* Con J. Hamer thi dinh nghia: “Gido hoi la
nhiém thé Chaa Kitd, nghia la mot sy hiép thong vira bén
trong vifa bén ngoai, 1am cho sdng két hgp vdi Bic Kitd,
bdi da duge gy dung nén do nhigm cuc cia Pie Kitd trung
gian.” Cong ddng Vaticand II da néu bat § ni¢m nay trong

8 F. Pilgram, Psychologie der Kirche, 1860.
9 Xin xem J. Hamer, L'Eglise est une conumunion, (Unam sanctam 40), Paris,
Cerf 1962, ch. IV.
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nhifu doan van kién, nhu LG 4: “Than Khi thong nhat Gido
hdi trong niém hiép thong (communione) va cong tac phue
vu (ministratione), trang bi va dan dat bang nhiéu an hué
khac nhau (x. Ep 4:11-12; 1Cr 12:4; Gl 5:22).""

Quan niém Gido hoi nhu la hiép thong diang duge dic
biét dé cao, bdi nd néu bat nhig chiéu kich siéu nhién ctia
Gido hoi; chi ¢6 mot didu can phai luu ¥ 1a dimg lang quén
di yéu to hitu hinh va td chic trong Gido hoi. Vi thé, Pilgram
di ciin than ghi thém dé bd tic, diéu dng goi la mot yéu to
biét loai (sui generis), tic khai niém politeia (tuong t nhu
mot thanh phé hay mot quoc gia), nghia la Gido hdi ciing
phai ¢6 mot co ciu td chice thude thin quyén. Ngay nay,
nhiéu nha than hoc to ro thai dp uu dai doi vai khai niém
hiép thong va thuong dung dén trong Gido hoi hoc."

c. Giao hoi: Nhi¢m thé cia Pie Kito

Cong dong Vaticand I dd mudn dinh nghia Gido hdi nhu
la than thé huyén nhiém;"” nhung cac nghi phu da khong
dong ¥ vdi ciach midu trinh nhu thé vé Gido hoi, vi d6 1a mot
an du: cac ngai e riing 161 dién dat Ay sé lam cho roi vao mot
thi than bi qua khich va bé quén di nhirng khia canh cy thé

1 Xin xem Philips, G., L'Eglise et son mystere au IT' concile du Vatican, Paris
1967, phan ¢t nghia sb 4 nay cia vin Kign.

" Garijo-Guembe, M.M., Conununion of the Saints. Foundation, Nature, and
Structure of the Church, Collegeville, Mn. 1994; Nwaigbo, F., Church as Com-
munion: An African Christian Perspective. Theology of the Local Church in
the Light of the Second Vatican Council, Bamberg, 1996; Rigal, .J., L'ecclésio-
logie de communion. Son évolution historique et ses fondements, Paris, Cerf
1996; Schindler, D.1., Heart of the World, Center of the Church: Communio
Feclesiology, Liberalism and Liberation, Grand Rapids, 1997.

' Xin xem Mansi 51. 751-763.
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hiw hinh ctia Gido hoi. That ra, cdc nha than hoc ciing trdanh
dung cach néi ay: trong Dictionnaire de Théologie Catho-
lique cia Vacant-Mangenot-Amann (nam 1923) khong thay
c6 muc tit Nhiém thé; con Catholic Encyclopedia, New York
1907-1912, thi chi c6 mot nita cot viet vé dé mue nay; cic bo:
Kirchliches Handlexicon cua M. Buchberger, Freiburg 1907-
12, T Dién Thanh Kinh cba F. Vigouroux (Paris 1895-
1912) va Dictionnaire Biblique. Supplément cta L. Pirot
ciing chang dé cap gi dén cha dé Nhiém thé.

Chinh Kinh Thénh da goi Gido hdi 1a “thiin thé Pic Ki-
t0;” vay, khi ghép thém tinh tir “huyén nhiém” (mysticum),
thi modt cach nao do, da 1am An du Ay tron nghia. Pic Pid
X1I viét: “Pé dinh nghia, A& md ta khudn mit that cia Gido
hoi Chada Kitd, ta khong thé tim thay thanh ngit nao hay
hon, hoan hao han, v hoa hgp vdi khia canh than linh hon
]a nhitng thanh ngit “nhiém thé cta Pie Kitd.”" Du khong
dua ra mot dinh nghia duy nhét vé Gido hoi, cong dong Vati-
cand I1 cling da danh tron ca s 7 cta Hién ché vé Gido hoi
dé trinh bay vé thuc tai va thuc chat cia “nhiém thé.”

Nhu vay, Gido hoi 1a mot “than thé” bao gom tat thay
nhitng ngutsi ¢6 cung mot die tin va da chiu cing mot phép
ria, qui tu dudi syt chi dao ctia mot thita tic vu pham trat,
va ho duge lign két vdi Pice Kitd, ciing nhu vdi nhau bing
nhiing gidy lién h@ siéu viét vugt ra ngoai moi thit pham
tri nhan loai nhu: “cing dich chung,” “phuong tién,” “lien
ddi,” “niém tin,” hodc ca “tinh yéu ho tuong,” v.v. C6 thé so
sdnh nhimg gidy lién két &y vdi cdc moi tuong quan song
dong giita dAu va céc chi thé trong mot than thé.

T AAS 35 (1943) 199.
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d. Giao h¢i nhw la Bi tich

Hién ché Lumen Gentium cia Vaticand II da dinh nghia
Gido hoi nhu “mot thit bi tich trong Pice Kitd, ho#e nhu diu
chi, nhu khi cu cta su két higp mat thiét vdi Thién Chaa va
cua su hiép nhét gitta toan thé nhan loai” (LG 1). Trong
cau nay, tir ‘bi tich’ mang ¥ nghia loai suy trong tuong quan
vdi ‘bay bi tich’ ciia sach bén, theo nghia hep. ‘Bi tich’ day
mang ¥ nghia néu bat méi lién hiép giita nhimg yéu to hitu
hinh va vo hinh trong mét tdc dong duy nhat nhim tdi viée
thue hién cong trinh ciu do thé gidi. Hai chidu kich doc va
ngang — te thai do tiy thude vao Thién Chia va tAm hudng
nhin vét loai nguoi — duge phdi hgp hai hoa. Gido hdi vira
mang tinh chal vat thé ma vira tiém chita niing dong than
linh. D& néu bat tinh “than-nhan” cha Hoi thanh, Gido hdi
chinh thong ciing da dung dén ¥ nidm tuong ty.'* Dinh nghia
nhu thé thi qua 1a hay dep, nhung vAn con cin phai duge
bo e bai nhitng cach thde dinh nghia khéac.'

e. Giao h¢i, Dan Thién Chia

Tén goi Gido hoi 12 “dan Thién Chaa” phat xuét tir Kinh
Thénh. Trong phung vu, thanh ngit nay xudt hién khip ndi,
va cic Gido phu da ding nhiéu dén khai niém ay; con cdong
dong Trentd thi da giai thich. Tréi lai, hoa hi#m 1dm Gido
hoi hoec méi dung dén pham tru “dan Chda.” Nam 1940,
phat biéu qua cudn Ekklesiologie im Werden (Gido hdi hoc

" Xin xem Evdokimov, P., Lorthodoxie, Neuchatel, 1959,
'S Xin xem McPartlan, P., Sacrament of Salvation; an introduction to eucha-
ristie ecclesiology, Edinburgh, T&T Clark, 1995,
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trén dugng hinh thanh), M. D. Koster cha truong riing thay
vi “nhiém thé,” ¥ niém “dan Thién Chia” phai duge coi 1a cot
xuong song cua khoa Gido hdi hoc. Du vy, ba nim sau,
thong diép Mystici Corporis da lam cho than hoc tam bo
quén y niém “dan Chaa.”

Loi thé ctia danh xung “dan Thién Chaa” 1a néi lén mai
lien hé gitta Gido hoi va Itraen, lam néi bat chidu kich lich
st va nhimg quan hé cta Itraen vdi cic dan toc khéc trén
méat dait. Pinh nghia nay cing néi 1&én kha ro rang viéc Gido
hoi thude vé lanh vue cha lgi Chiaa hia, cia viée Nguti quyét
dinh tuyén chon, va cta gido ude (x. 1Pr 2:9-10). Y niém
“dan Thién Chaa” cling néu rd tinh chat xa hoi va pham trat
cua Gido hoi. Cudi cung, “niing dong cénh chung” ctia Gido
hdi cling to 19 ro rang: nhu la dan 1t hanh, Gido hoi dang
tien vé “dat hda” 1a Nude Thién Chaa.

Vi th&, M. Schmaus da dinh nghia “Gido hdi 1a dan Thién
Chua cta Tan Ude, do Pie Kitd thiét 1ap, co co ciu phdm
trat, c6 nhiém vu phuc vu Thién Chuaa va cdng cude ciu roi
moi ngutsi; mot dan hién hitu cu thé trong dang cach ‘nhig¢m
thé Pdc Kitd.”® Nhu vay, tac gid da néi két hai khai niém
‘dan Chua’ va ‘than thé Pic Kitd' lai vdi nhau. B. Lambert
ciing quan nigm nhu cia Schmaus, du c6 khac nhau trong
mét vai diém; dng viét: “Gido hdi 1a dan cia Tan Ude duge
Chia Thanh Linh va chiing tir clia céc tong do triéu tap,
duge tu hgp lai trong Pic Kitd do tac dong thin linh nho
ddc tin va phép rifa, dé tao thanh than thé bric Kitd. Trong
dan nay, Thién Chaa da mac khai cach hitu hinh su higén
dién ciu dd cha Nguti cho thé gian va giiia thé gian, nhy

16 M. Schmaus, Katholische Dogmatik 1111, Miinchen 1958, 40-48.
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Lasi va Bi tich, qua trung gian nhiing ching tir ctia céc tong
do, qua cac thira tac vu va nhiém vy, dé kién tao Nude Thién
Chua.”

Quan niém Gido hodi nhu 1a dan Thién Chia da duge Va-
ticano 1T dit khoat phé chudn trong chuong hai ctia Hién
ché tin 1y vé Gido hoi. Quan niém niy néu rd vai trd cia cac
tin hiiu, su binh dang can bing ctia moi kitd hitu trong tinh
chat tu té chung ciing nhu trong cam thie die tin, vai tro
tich cue cua Gido hoi & trong thé gidi, va su khac biét giita
cic phan vu cung cong tde phuc vu chung, nhim téi cing
mot ciu canh duy nhat.

f. Giao héi: hién than cia Pie Kité va Than Khi

Nhiéu tac gia khac thi nhadn manh dén khia canh nhiém
mAu va nhiing yéu t& vd hinh ctia Gido hdi. N&i tiéng nhat
I quan di#m cta Johann Adam Mahler (1796-1838): “Gido
hoi hitu hinh la chinh Con Thién Chda hing té6 minh cho
nhan loai dudi 16t pham nhan, tu ddi mdi khong ngimg ma
van gitt nguyén nhu cii, tie Gido hdi 14 cude nhap thé cia
Con Thién Chaa, mdt cude nhap thé kéo dai cho dén mai
mii.”"” Xét cho cling, 161 dinh nghia nay phu hgp véi y niém
“nhiém thé,” va duge dién dat theo mdt dang miéu ta doc
ddo va song dong. Sau Vaticand 11, H. Mihlen da dé nghi
cach dinh nghia Gido hdi theo Than Khi hoc; ong quan niém
Giso hoi “nhu una mystica persona (mdt ngodi vi huyén bi),
nhu “mAu nhiém ddng nhat héa” Thanh Than vdi céc kitd

" J.A. Moehler, Symbolik, § 36; xuit ban do J.R Geiselmann, Harmstadt
1968, 1, tr. 389.
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hitu noi Pie Kitd: mot ngdi vi trong nhiéu nhan vi.'® Pén
dd ¢6 nguti da dam coi Gido hdi nhu mot thi nhap thé cia
Thanh Linh. Loi diém ctia quan niém nay la néu bat vai
trdo cta Thanh Théan trong Gido hoi cung gidy lién két vdi
Pue Kitdo. Moi niing lue siéu nhién cta Gido boi déu do Than
Khi ma cé.

Mot s6 tac gid khac lai mudn tdng hgp ca hai quan 1iém
vita ké trén day: “Gido hoi 1a [hién than cta] Pue Kitd phuc
sinh cing [ctia] Than Khi Ngai, va duge coi nhit 1a mdi lién
hé citu dd ndi két moi nguti; mdi lign hé nay hién hitu cach
tat yéu, hién thoi, ning dong va vinh vién, duge to 10 cich
kha gidc... ngd hau moi nguai ¢6 thé hiép thong vai Thién
Chua ciing nhu véi nhau, va ca vdi mudn vét trong ngay cudi

"9 Mudn bao toan cac y&u to xa hoi cia Gido hoi, K.

cung.
Rahner da phat biéu 1a: “Gido hoi 1a mdt cong doan duge
Chua Kitd két dung véi tinh cach xa hi theo phéap ly; trong
dé, qua duc tin, dic cty va didc mén, Thién Chaa tu mac khai
chinh minh cho con nguti trong Biic Kitd, ngay giita thé gidi
va cho thé gidi, dudi dang thé chan ly va tinh yéu, nhu Nguisi
da dinh tif mudn thug.”

'8 [1. Muthlen, Una Mystica Persona, Munchen 1964; biing Phap ngit 1 Esprit-
Saint dans l'Eglise; x. G. Dejaifve, “Un tournant dans I'Eeclésiologie, “Nouw.
Rev. Théo. 87 (1965) 9G1LL

" ¥in xem P, Chirico, “One Church: What does it mean?”, Theol. Studics
1967, 668.

 Rahner, K., Handbuch der Pastoraltheologie, Herder, Froiburg Dasel Wien
1964, 1, tr. 118-119.
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Nhimng dinh nghia vita néu trén day va ca nhimg dinh
nghia khdc nifa, tit ca déu ra sic néu bat nhimg yéu to coi
nhu tat yéu va chi chot nhat trong ban chat caa Hai thanh:
nhung cong thice dinh nghia nao ciing déu phai cAn dén cdc
yéu to bo tie bdi cta nhitng cong thice khac. Qua thé, khong
the lam khace hon, bdi Gido hoi la mot thue tai phic tap va
rit phong phu; roi con hon thé nita, boi Gido hoi 1a mot mau
nhiém. Thé nén, nhiéu nha than hoc nghi riang tot hon hét
lanén mo ta Gido hoi theo nhiéu phudng dién va cach thic
khac nhau, xét vi khong mét cong thife dinh nghia nao cé
stic biéu trinh Gido hoi cho diy du hoan toan duge.?” Trong
truyén thong, cic tic gia thuong dimg nhiing An du rit tir
Kinh Thanh, ¢6 tinh cach ggi y hon la dinh nghia. Trong
cach thie dé, Gido hdi cung duge goi 1a “doan chién nho”
hoiic “Hién thé Puc Kitd;” con cach goi “Gido hoi tir Abel”
la dé noi 1én su viee Gido hoi hién dién sudt trong toan bo
tién trinh lich st nhan loai; ciing con nhiéu cach goi hotic
bieu dat khae, nhu la: ecelesia vocandorum, tic Gido hdi cua
nhiing keé duge kéu mui; “Gido hai ba thanh phan” (ecclesia
tripartita), hay Gido hoi ba giai doan: Gido hdi chién dau
(noi tran thé), Gido hoi vinh théing (¢ trén trii) va Gido hoi
luyén trang (trong luyén nguc). Cong ddng Vaticand II da
dimg trd lai cdc hinh bong cta Kinh Thanh vé Gido hoi nhu:
doan chién, ngdi nha hay gia dinh cta Thién Chua, dén thy,
hién thé Pic Kitd, me ching ta, v.v... nhung rdi ciing khong
dinh nghia Gido hdi 1a gi. Vay, it nhat phai dung dén hai
ménh dé dé miéu trinh vé Gido hoi: mot dé dién ta cAc khia
canh nhén loai, xa hoi, hitu hinh... vA mjt d& chi vé cac yéu

' Xin xem Y. Congar, “Peut-on définir 1'Bglise?,” trong La Sainte Eglise
(IInam s.anctam 41) Paris 1964, 21-44; Fenton, J.C., “Scholastic Definitions
of the Catholic Chureh,” Amer. Eocl Review 59 (1969) 59-69; 131-145; 218-228.
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to siéu nhieén, thin linh, vo hinh... Pham nhan sé& khong
bao git thau hidu duge Gido hoi 1a gi, cho dén khi duge
chiém ngutng Hoi Thanh thanh tuu vinh quang trong “ngay
Tiée Cudi cia Chién Con.”



DJA CHI LIEN LAC CAC NOI

Au Chiu:
* Toa soan:
Hop Tuyén Thian Hoc (xem trang bia 2)
* Hoang Minh Thing
Sezione Vietnamita, Radio Vaticana
CITTA DEL VATICANO
Q@: (06) 698 83214
My Chau:

* Nguyén Vin Gido * Truong Thanh Hao
3925 Tambor Road 1202 rue de Bleury
San Diego, CA 92124 Montréal, P.Q. H3B 3J3
US.A. CANADA
Q@: (619) 571 7839 Q@: (514) 874 9836

* John Vii Hién * Nguyén Chiu Lang
781 Via Baja Drive 17302 Bonnard Circle
Milpitas, CA 95035 Springs, TX 77379
US.A. USA.

@: (408) 946 7555 @: (713) 376 1344

* Nguyén Manh Ting * Bai Hiru Thu
1503 Mukiltlo Blvd 1609 Lozano Drive
Everett, WA 98203 Vienna, VA 22182
USA. US.A.

@: (206) 252 0690 Q@: (703) 281 7929

Uc Chiu:
Pham Minh Uéc, S.J.
4 Milner Street - P.O. Box 179, Hindmarsh, S.A. 5007
AUSTRALIA

Q@: (08) 346 9763



