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KINH NGHIEM VA THAN HOC: Vién cinh
giai phéng tai Chau A

Peter C. Phan!

Ph"’m dau cia bai vi€t nay |a phin trinh bay v& phuong
phép thin hoc va nhitng tu li¢u ctia nen than hoc giai
phong Chau A, dic biét 1a v& mot s§ nhitng dim nhu sau trong
nén thin hoc ﬂ'y nhing nhén djnh phé binh v& n&n thin hoc
Tay phudng; thai d§ dan than vao gilta hanh dOng xa hoi; I8 16i
phén tich thyc trang xa hdi, viin héa ciing nhu 10n gido tai Chau
A;va cong trinh li¢t ké céc thach d6 cung cic ngudn d ki¢n
lam tuf li¢u cho n&n thin hoc gidi phéng Chau A. Trong phin
thi hai, thién ti€u ludn nay sé gidi thi¢u va dénh gi4 v2 ba c(mg
trinh ti¢u bi€u trong nd lyc khai trién mot nén than hoc glal
phéng Chau A, tic 1a v& céc cOng trinh suy tu thiin hoc: cia
Tissa Balasuriya b&n Sri Lanka, cia Choan-Seng Song bén Dai
Loan, va Than hoc Minjung (Than hoc Ti¢ndan) bén Dai Han.
Con phin ba la doan két cia thién ti€u ludn, thi sé dua ra mit
I3i nhn dinh v& céc tc vu khd khin ma mot nn thin hoc gidi
phéng Chu A con phdi ra sic gdnh vac va gia cOng thc hién.

Néu tya d@ bai vi€t da cap song d0i kinh nghi¢m vdi thdn
hgc, thi chinh 1a d€ ngdm néi I&n m&i lién hé gita mot dang 1a

1. Cha Phérd Phan Binh Cho hién 14 gido su Chd nhiém khoa Thin hoc
cua Pai Hoc Cong Gido Hoa Ky (Catholic University), tai Washington DC.
Bai vi€t nguy@n viin ti€ng Anh, mang tya dé Experience and Theology: An
Asian Liberation Perspective, ding trong tap chi Zeitschrift fuer Missionswis-
senchaft und Religionswissenschaft 77(1993)99-121.
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cic gic ré qudc gia va ching toc lam nén bdi canh trong kinh
nghi¢m cia méi cd nhan, va dang khéc 1a ddi s6ng tOn gido clia
mdi ngudsi. C6 thé ndi la mdi lién hé 8y mang tinh chat tit yéu,
khong thé tranh né bd qua dugc, bdi vi niém tin ton gido nhit
thi¢t phai dugce thé hi¢n ra gita mot cude song cu thé dam ré
sAu vao trong mOt nén van h6a dja phuong nhit dinh, ciing nhu
phai dugc bifu dat qua nhitrng ngdn ngi¥ cung bi€u tugng dic
thu, va phai duge ca ming vdi nhitng nghi thidc riéng biét. Mot
nén viin hda—vdi tat cd nhitng nhén t8 cfu thanh cia né, nhu
ngdn ngid, nhitng bicu tugng va céc nghi thitc—thi ludn ludn
di lien gdn chit theo 16i cOng sinh, vdi mOt khudn miu dic thu
v¢ phuang dién ching tdc va doi lic con vé ca phuong dién
qudc gia nira. La mOt cich thifc suy tu vé kinh nghiém ton gido,
th& nén wr ndi tinh, thin hoc kitd ciing di lién gdn chat vdi
nhing bGi canh ching tdc va qudc gia lam moi trudng cho kinh
nghiém tén gido khdi xuét va dién ti€n. N6i cich khac, nhit
thi¢t thian hoc phai duge canh huGng hda, hdi nhip vin hoa,
ban xi hda, ciing nhy phai mang tinh chét dja phuong va quy
ching tdc. MOt nén thin hoc thi€u tinh chét ching tdc, la mot
dicu nghich ly.

Khong phai bao gi¢ tinh chat quy ching tdc dy, - tinh chat
cua tat thiy moi nén than hoc, - ciing da dugc thita nhin mot
cch ro rang, vdi tat ca y thic; va néu cd duge thira nhin phin
ndo, thi Kitd gido nang tinh chdt Chau Au va nén than hoc kitd
dugmsic thai La Hy ciing thudng dugc chon dé lam muc thude
cho cic nai khéc trong thé gidi. Phd quét tinh va quy pham tinh
da thudng duge vién dan ra, dic biét 1a trong cc hoat ddng
truy&n gido tai céc vung goi 12 Thé Gidi Thu Ba.

Gin day, cic than hoc gia Thé€ Gidi Thi Ba, cich riéng cic
thAn hoc gia Chau My Latinh, Chau Phi va Chéiu A, da nhitu
[in manh mé 1&n ti€ng phdn d6i ¢hdng lai tinh cach thyc dan
va d& qudc ciia thé dang van hda va than hoc kitd udn nin theo
chi hudng ty dit minh 1am méu? nhy thé kia. Ngudi ta nhin
2. Tiicmainstream, cd ngudi cdn goi 1a “malestream” = nam (gidi) hudng);

tif ngit malestream 1a do nha xa hdi hoc nit gidi Dorothy Smith dé xult.
Flisabeth Schuessler Fiorenza da ding ti iy trong bai vi€t cda ba, tya dé
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manh ndi riing truyén thdng than hoc Tay phuong (Chau Au
va Bic My) la khong gi khac ngoai mot loat cdc nen thin hoc
dia phuong thanh hinh trong dong anh hudng cia mot s trao
Iuru va y€u 8 chinh sau ddy: cudc Cai cich (Tin Lanh), thai dai
Anh Sang, cudc Cich mang ky ngh¢, cic cudc Cach mang Phip
va Hoa Ky, ky thudt cao dg, tinh trang tuc hda va tu ban cha
nghia. Cac nha thin hoc Th¢ Gidi Thit Ba nhat muc tir chdi
khong chju chuyén/dién dich than hoc Ty phuong (du 1a bing
“phuong phép tuong duong linh dng"/dynamic-equivalence
method) ra trong ngbn ngd riéng cia minh; va ngay ca viéc
chuy@n thé hay cdi bién nén than hoc &y cho thich @ng vdi thé
dang vin héa riéng cia ho, thi ho cing tir chGi khong mudn
nghe ndi tdi. S& nguyén cia ho la “udng nudc giéng minh,”
(="“tdm ao ta”) nhu Gustavo Gutiérrcz di mudn néi Ién qua
tua dé cudn séch cia 6ng.? Qua vdy, nhu J.B. Metz di nhin
dinh, ching ta dang & diém cudi cia thdi dai Kitd gido 1y Chéu
Au lam tam diém, va Gido hoi Cong gido dang thay hinh déi
dang tir mot gido hdi doc tim vé mat van héa (Chdu Au va Bic
My), d€ bi€n thanh mdt gido hdi cia thé gidi da tim xét theo
nhan gidi vin héa.*

Nhi2u séch bdo da dugc viét bdi hodc vi€t ve cic nha than
hoc gidi phéng Chadu My Latinh va Chau Phi (va Chau My gOc
Phi); trong khi d6, tuong ddi it ¢ nhitng tac phim vi€t v& céc
nha thin hoc Chau A, it ra 1a tai Hoa Ky.5 Thién tiéu ludn nay

“The Politics of Otherness: Biblical Interpretation as a Critical Praxis
for Liberation”, trong tic phdm cda Marc H. Ellis va Otto Maduro (eds.),
The Future of Liberation Theology: Essays in Honor of Gastavo Gutiérrez,
(Maryknoll/New York, 1989)312.

3. Xin xem Gustavo Gutiérrez, Beber en su propio pozo. En el itinirario
espiritual de un pueblo. Lima, 1983. Li¢n quan d€n vu ban cai v& ba khudn
méu trong cOng téc khai tri€n mot nen thdn hoe dja phuong, tic 13 chuyén
dich, cdi bién, v cdnh hufng hda, xin xem Robert Schreiter, Constructing

Local Theologies, (Maryknoll/New York, 1985)6-16.
4, Xinxem f:)hann Baptist Metz, "Slandlng at the end of the Eurocentric

Era of Christianity: A Catholic View,” trong tdc phm Virginia Fabella va
Sergio Torres (eds.), Doing Theology in a Divided World, (Maryknoll/New

York, 1985)85-90.
5. Xin xem b ti€u luén vi€t v& thin hoc Tin Lanh tai An PO, Sri Lanka,

Burma, Thal Lan, Indonesia, Phi Luft Tén, Dai Loan, Dai Han va Nh‘it
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¢6 muc dich trinh bay va nhan dinh vé nhing cd géng suy tW'ma
cdc nha thin hoc Chau A da 1am d€ nghi cho ra va bicu dat cho
dugc mot nén thin hoc kitd mang ban sic dan toc.

Bdi bi€u ll.r “cdc nha thin hoc Chiau A” bao ham nhitu
nghia, néncin ph&l xdc djnh trude nhitng gi cc nhin dinh trinh
bay trong bai viét nay, mudn hiéu hay chi v& qua tif ng &y. 0]
diy, tinh ng “Chau A” dugc ding d€ chi y&u chi ve nhﬁ’ng gi
thugc ving dong nam va vién dong Chéu A. Dil sé ¢6 nhicu
[an nhic d&n céc than hoc gia An D0, thi bai viét cing don hét

ca chi ¥ viio nai céc nha thdin hoc Sri Lanka, Dai Loan va Dai
Han.® T ngit kia cing khong cé y chivé céc thin hoc gia khong

Bdn: Gerald . Andcrson (ed.), Asian Voices in Christian ﬂlcalog)'
(Maryknoll/New York, 1976). Tac pham ndy cGng hién mot thi myc c6 gi4
vé cdc tic phdm cda than hoe gia Chdu A viél trong céc thd tiéng Tay
phuong. J day, xin ghi thém bin cdp nhit mot phin, liét ké cdc tdc phdm
thiin hoc Chéu A k& tif ndm 1976: J. Russell Chandran, “Development of
Christian Theology in India: A Critical Survey,” trong Sergio Torres va
Virginia Fabella (cds.) The Emergent Gospel. Theology from the Developing
World, (London, 1978)157-172; Douglas J. Elwood (ed.) What Asian Chris-
tians Are Thinking. A Theological Sourcebook, (Quezon City: The Philip-
pines, 1976); Dcan William Ferm, Third World Liberation Theologies. An
Introductory Survey, (Maryknoll/New York, 1986); Tissa Balasuriya,
“Emerging Theologies of Asian Liberation,"” trong Leonardo Boff va Vir-
gilio Elizondo (eds.), Theologies of the Third World, Convergences and
Differences, (Edinburg, 1988)35-45; Daniel T. Adams, Cross Cultural Theol-
ogy. Western Reflections in Asia, (Atlanta, 1987), Emerito Nacpil,
“Liditorial: The Critical Asian Principle,” trong South East Asia Journal of

Theology, 1(1976)1-11.
6. Jamcs A. Veilch phén ba;‘!l gida “th#n hoc tai Chéu A " va “thian hoc

Chiu A." “Thé dn hoc tai Chéu A" 12 “suy t« thiin hoc do nhiing nha t tudng
s(mg 1ai Chiu A holc quan tdm d&n Chau A, dua ra cho nhitng ai dtai Chau
Ama khOng dat vin dé xac dinh dang thdi vé ki€u miu cho sinh hoat thin
hoc cla ho," con “thiin hoe ChAu A” thi “nhiim di viée géy dyng hay kién
tao mQt nén thiin hoc khd hidu (cé Li@m nang hay cd ning A€ hi¢n hitu) hinh
thanh theo mt the dang nhét dinh, di sdt vi c6 quan hé ndi lign vdi mot boi
cinh ljch si riéng biing nhidng nhin t&xa hoi lich st ciing nhu t6n gido (nghia
13 gOm cd triét Iy nita) cd biét; va nhu thé, thé loai than hoc dang xuft hién
4y, s& khéc vdi cdc the loai thdn hoc khdc trong cdch thitc nhin manh dén
mOt 6 khid canh hay vin 4@ nio d6, va ciing c6 thé 13 cd trong ciich thic
ciu triic, du 14 khOng nhat thiét khéc bigt vé mat ndi dung.” Xin xem James
A. Veitch, “Is An Asian Theology Possible?” trong tic phdm Emerito P,

Nacpilva Douglas J. Elwood (eds.) The Human and the Holy. Asian Perspec-
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phai la ngudi ban xit Chau A, cho dit ho ¢ hoat dong tai Chau
A va c6 nhitng dong gép déng gis cho ntn thiin hoc Chau A.7
Khi néi d€n “thin hoc kit® mang ban sdc dan tdc” 1a bai viclt
nay mudn hi€u v& nganh khdo citu chuyén vé cong tac dung
phuong phap phé binh ma nghién ciru nhing y nghia ham chia
trong truy&n thong kitd; viéc nghién ciu nay ti€n hanh tr mot
khdi diém r6 rang cung duge can nhic ky, va dya trén mot co
s& cy thé; khdi di€m va cd sd d6 1a nhing § nghia hién hién ¢
trong mOt bdi cénh tdn gido, chiing tOc, qudc gia, ngdn ng v
dia du nhit djnh. Cing m0t lic va trong nhi®u mic d¢ khac
nhau, n€n thin hoc 4y nhdm vao ba hang “ddc gid” sau day:
gidi khoa bang, gido hoi va xa hdi.8 Trong phin ti€p theo sau
day, bai Vi€t s, thi nhit, trinh bay v& phuong phap thin hoc
va nhing tu li¢u ma cdc nha thin hoc Chiu A ding dén; thit
hai, tim hidu vé cch thic bidu dat mdi ho s dl,mg dé ban v
mAt s8 chi d& cd ban trong thin hoc kitd; va culi cung, dua ra
mot nhin djnh v& gié trj cia viéc d6c toan lyc nhu thé vdo trong
cOng cudc ki€n tao mOt nén thin hoc din tdc, ciing nhy gép
phin dé nghj thém mdt vai cOng téc con cin phai duge thuc
hién.

I

So vdi cdc hinh thai Chadu My Latin va nhirng hinh thai khéc
cta than hoc gidi phdng, thi cho tdi gin déy, ti€ng ndi cia Chiu
A trong lanh vyc thin hoc, céch riéng la thin hoc cOng gido,
chi mdi nhu 13 mOt tiéng thi thAm thén thic. Vi thin hoc Chéu
A nhu ngudi mip phé trong ciu truyén binh dan Philippin
“Gungutan va Ngudi bung bu,” trong d6, Ngudi bung by bj
Gungutan bt phai dién xuit gifc mo gi v cia chang ta, va

tives in Christian Theology, (Maryknoll/New York, 1980)216.
7. Nhién djnh nhu th& 1am 16 Ilénlu ng dén tén tudi hai nha thin hoc xuft

chung la: Raimundo Panikkar, bén An D0, chuy@n v@ cng tdc a6i thoai lién

16n, va William Johnston, b&n Nhit Ban, chuyén v@ tu ddc.

8. Xin xem David Tracy, "Ethnic Pluralism and Systematic Theology:
Reflections,” trong Andrew M. Greceley va Gregory Baum (cds.) Ethniciry,
(New York, 1977)91-99, va The Analogical Imagination, (New York, 1987)3-
46.
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trong lic dién xufit nhu thé, Ngudi bung by da hda thanh mot
luc sitré dep, - nha than hoc Tin lanh ngudi Dai Loan Choan-
Seng Song da mo ta nhu sau v& hién trang cia thin hoc Chau
A:

“Than hoc kitd tai Chiu A di qua map, h¢t nhu anh chang bung
by kia; vi thé, khé ma cé thé di hodc chay vdi cdi bung to tudng
cong kénh chira ca khoi d0 dn khong tidu iy dugec — mot cdi
bung by nhdi nhét day nhing trudng phdi than hoc, nhing ly
thuyét chi gidi Kinh Thdnh, nhing nhin quan kitd vé cic nén
viin héa cing nhu cdc tOn gido: 14t ca déu xult phat tir gido hoi
bén Tiy phuong va déu di dugc thin hoc ¢d truyén dé xuit ra.
Nén thin hoc bung by dy lai con trd thanh phinh phé hon nira
khi ma khong gian bao la ciia Chiu A vdi nhing nén vin hoa
phong phu, vdi nhitng tOn gido ddy sinh luc va vdi nhirng thién
st s0i ddng, bdt diu ¢4 tranh gianh cho ¢6 chd chen chin vao
trong cdi bung by thin hoc di qud tdi iy. K&t qua 1a mic phai
ching kho tiéu khdn khd. Quan tdm hang ddu cia ching ta biy
gir 1a phai lam sao d¢ chita cho khoi chiing kho tiéu 4y, 1a a€
lam cho nén thin hoc kia “xudng bat ky” di, va 18y lai dugc
phong dd nhanh nhen dy ning ddng cua minh, hiu tao diéu
kién d(‘% tri ndo Chiu A phdi hgp dugc vdi thin hoc chin
chinh.”

Nhung, phai ti€n hanh thé ndo dé c6 thé 1am cho nén thin
hoc bung phé kia thon gon lai, trd thanh mdt nén than hoc
manh mai, mang tinh chit Chau A chén chinh? Ong Song tiép
tuc nhin dinh va d nghj ring mot Gungutan thin hoc ¢6 thé
ti€p trg céc nha than hoc Chiu A trong tac vu do, la:

“(1) swc ning cua dc fudng tugng d6n nhin tir tay Thién Chia
la Dang 44 tao dung ching ta thanh nhing con ngudi gidng hinh
dnh Ngai; (2) di@u 86 gdm ham ca niém nhigt tdm lam cho ching
ta cAm nhén ra dvgc ngay trong ndi tdm ching ta ciing nhu &
noi ngudi khéc, long trdc dn cia Thién Chua; (3) I chinh kinh
nghiém vé& maéi higp théng, 1am cho chiing ta nhén ra dugc riing
chiing ta ¢6 trdch nhi¢gm a3i v&i nhau va d0i vdi Thién Chia; va
(4) 1a chinh thdi 40 y thic v& su ki¢n Thién Chia ciru d) dang

9. Choan-Seng Song, Theology from the Womb of Asia, (Maryknoll/New
York, 1986)3.
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hi¢n dién trong thé gidi, c6 siic mang lai cho ching ta kha n.’ing
cin thiét 4& du kiéh mOt dudrg hudng mdi cho thén hoc.”

N6i cho cu thé han, chinh cic nha thin hoc Chau A ciing
nhan ra ro 1a minh dang bj d3t trude thach d6 1am sao A€ thi
hanh cho dugc céc tic vy nay: (1) phé binh nhan dinh v& thin
hoc Tay phuong; (2) tri¢t d€ ddn than vao trong hanh dong giai
phong d gitra xa hdi va & trong gido hoi; (3) 1am mt cudc phin
tich toan dién vé tinh trang vin héa xa hoi cia Chau A nhiim
nhéndang cho ranhitng théch d6 dang dap vao trudec mit Chiu
A; (4) thyc hién cong trinh li¢t ké céc ty li¢u ma viéc nghién
cifu than hoc ¢6 thé tim thﬁy tai ChAu A; va (5) trinh bay lai
céc diém co ban trong gido Iy kit theo mot phuong thic bicu
dat mdi.

Phé binh nhén dinh v& n¢n thin hoc TAy phwng

C6 mot sy kién la, 1a cho du - hodc ¢d I€ 1a bdi vi - dai da s
da theo hoc tai cac dai hoc hay hoc vién bén Ty phuong, thi
céc nha than hoc Chéu A ciing khdng chiit nao khac vdi céc
dong nghiép cia ho & Chdu My Latinh, ho vin—hoic vi th€
ma ho—t4 ra hét siic chdn ngén that vong ddi vdi nen than hoc
Tay phuong. Tissa Balasuriya, mQt linh muc ngudi Sri Lanka
thugc Dong Truyen Gido Dic Me VO Nhiém (OMI), da nhan
dinh cho 1 téng quat ma n6i, thin hoc Ty phuong khong thich
hgp vdi ngudi Chau A, nang tinh chat b0 lac, quy gido hdi, duy
giéo si, ciu triic theo ch& d0 gia trudng va tu ban, thi€u hin
chiu kich phén tich xa hdi, va khOng c6 dudng hudng day di
cho hanh dong. Nha thin hoc nay da néi 1&n yéu ciu cn phai
c6 mOt dudng hudng mdi cho thiin hoc, ciin phai tin cin téch
rdfi khoi nen thin hoe Tay phuang, vi, theo 6ng nghi, d6 12 n&n
thin hoc y€m trg v& mat § thitc h¢, cho ch€ d0 bé chi thé gidi
ciia TAy phuong, cho bd miy thOng trj cla tu ban hling 92 ning
I&n trén ngudi ngheo, cing nhu cho tinh trang gido st nam gidi
théng tri trong gido hoi.!!

10. Ibid.
11. Xin xem Tissa Balasuriya, “Towards the Libcration of Theology in

Asia," trong tdc phdm Virginia Fabella (ed.), Asia’s Struggle for Full
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Layi chi trich khit khe dam thing vao than hoc Thé Gidi Thi
Nhét nhu vira lhﬁ'y, da vang ddi 1&n lai qua Idi phét bi€u sau
da ay ctia nhém ¢6 tén la “Hoi Dai két Cac Thin hoc gia Thé
Gidi Thit Ba” vdi mOt s6 kha Ién thanh vién thin hoc gia Chau

A: “Xét vi n6 khong thich hgp, nén chiing (6i da sén sang dut
khodt cit dit lién hé vdi kiéu khoa hoc ludn T4y phuong (don
thuain Iy thuyét), va 14y viéc d&n than lam hanh dong dau tién
cia thin hoc, réi mdi ban téi chuyén suy tu phé binh v& sinh
hoat cu thé gitta thyc tai ciia Th€ Gidi Thit Ba.”12

Ngay nay, d3i vdi gidi cdc thin hoc gia Chiu A, viéc coi than
hoc Ty phuong nhu 12 san phdm cia mOt nn van héa da bj
tha hda va lam cho tha héa, 1a chuy@n thudng tinh. Carlos H.
Abesamis, mOt tu si Dfmg Tén ngudi Philippin, cho riing c6 ba
giaidoan chinh trong qué trinh ti€n phét cia than hoc: giaidoan
Sc..mlllc giai doan Hy Lap, r0i by gid la giai doan Chu Phi va
Chéu A. Phit biu ti€p, nha than hoc nay da dua ra cich thic
phadn bi¢t mdt dang la “suy cifu thin hoc™ va dang kia 1a “hoc
than hoc.” “Hoc thin hoc” Ia phﬁn phai cé trong ti€n trinh tim
hiéu theo phuong di¢n lich s, v& cOng trinh khai tri€n dic tin
trong truyén théng La Hy; “hoc thin hoc” 1am cho trd thanh
“chuy@n vién” thin hoc. Con “suy citu thdn hoc” la vié}c gia
u‘ing ngAm suy v& hién lrang con ngudi trong 4nh sang cua dm:
tin ca nhan, va cﬁng tic nay lam cho trd thanh “thén hoc gia.”
Dic¢u d6 khﬁng c6 nghia 12 ngudi Chu A phai logi bd truyén
thﬁng than hoc Téy phuongra khoi cOng viée suy citu thin hoc
cua minh. Qua vy, Abcsamis da nhdn la than hoc Tay phuong
¢d thé cung ing nhitu thidy va mo mAu cho viéc suy cifu thin
hoc, va nhu thé ngudi Chiu A c6 thé dem suy t ciia minh ma
so sdnh vdi cdc kinh nghi¢m kia. Hon nita, ddi lic ciing ¢6 thé
lay nhitng nhén thic su sic cia thin hoc Tay phuong dé ghép
vao trong thin hoc ban xi¢ Chau A. Ditu tuyét doi phal tranh
la don thuin chuyén dich cdc tic phim than hoc cia Thy

IHumanity: Towards a Relevant Theology, (Maryknoll/New York,
1980)26, va Tissa Balasuriya, Planetary Theology, (Maryknoll/New York,

1984) 2-10.
12. Sergio Torres va Virginia Fabella (eds.), The Emergent Gospel. Theol-

ogy from the Developing World, 269.
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phuong hodc ngay ca cia cOng dong Vaticand II ra cic thi
ti€ng Chau A, hay Ia “thich nghi h6a” ching vdi “canh hu6ng
dja phvong.” “Lam sao t0i ¢6 thé ‘ing dung’ “ThAn hoc v& sy
chét cia Thién Chia’ va ‘Thin hoc vé viéc Stt dyng Thdai gics
ranh rdi’ vao trong hoan cinh cia dan toc 16i dugc, vi d6i vdi
dén tdc t6i, Thién Chia 1a Dang hling s6ng, va ddi s6ng thi kho
nhoc vat va?"13 Abesamis da giong 1&n cAu hdi nhu thé, va néi
ti€p riing dé 1am cho diing c4ch, thi khOng phi 1a mang cay Tay
phuong sang trong bén ddt Chiu A, nhu 12 phdi “trdng cho 1én
cly ciia chinh Chu Phi va Chiu A chiing ta, rdi dem ghép Ién
d6 cho sGng va sGng manh, bit cit nhitng gi cin."14

Con céc ni thin hoc gia Chiu A thi 1&n 4n cho riing thin
hoc Tay phuang la n&n than hoc da tirng ti€p tay cho t& nan ép
buc nit gidi va cho xu hudng thién vj cia ché dd gia trudng:
“Chiing (6i thdy ro la chinh thin hoc da chAm thém diu vao
lita nhv th& ndo cho nhitng ¢ trang méo mé sai quéy d6. Chiing
t6i da khai quat phaibay cho thdy nhitng ti€n d@ gia dinh, nhitng
truyén théng, va nhitng quan ni¢m t6n gifo titng can ngin
khOng cho phép chiing t6i dat tdi midc sung méan con ngudi
ching t6i, cing nhu lam cho hinh 4dnh cia Thién Chda noi
ching t6i bj md nhat di."!5 Ban diic két ky hdi cia TG chirc Cac
Phu Nt Trong Gido HOi Chau A, nhém hop tai Manila, Philip-
pin, vao céc ngay tif 21 cho d&n 30, 1985, da tulin ty lict ké ra
nhing t¢ trang méo mé 8y: gidi thi¢u hinh dnh Thién Chua
dudi sdc dién gia trudng; chd gidi Kinh Thanh theo chi hudng
trong nam hon ni¥; nh&n manh qué dang d€n nam tinh cda Duc
Kito; quang ba long “sung kinh Dic Maria;” va thién ki€n
chdng ni gidi trong truyen thng kitd, hiing dugc hd trg bdi
nhitng quan niém ton gido trong nam tai Chiu A.16

Choan-Seng Song ché trach phuong phép khoa hoc ludn
dugc dung dé&n trong than hoc TAy phudng, v& cii 18i qué coi
13. Carlos H. Abesamis, “Doing Theology in a Philippine Context,” trong
Sergio Torres va Virginia Fabella, The Emergent Gospel, 118.

14. Ibid,, 121.
15. Virginia Fabella va Sun Ai Lee Park, We dare to Dream. Doing Theology

as Asian Women, (Hongkong, 1989)149.
16. 1bid.
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trong I¢ 16i ludin gidi thulin ly, phudng hai d&n c4i ma téc gid
goila “sifc nding tugng hinh cia thin hoc.” Nhic dén ti€ng vong
hay &m vang sdu dam (hlbikl) ma thé loai ngdn nhat trong thi
phédp Nhit Ban chi gdbm c6 mudi bay am ti€t (haiku), ggi 1én
trong tdm long con ngudi (cdch riéng Ia bai tho cia thi si bic
thiy Basho thai th€ ky 17),!7 4ng Song mi€u té hoat ddng tugng
hinh hay la sic ning tudng tugng cia thin hoc nhu 1a kha ning
nhan thic ti€ng vong cia thyc kién Thién Chia hién dién nai
moi loai moi vat trong v try.

Thi si hinh dung ra thi tho. Hoa si hinh dung 1én tranh anh.
Thé thi, thin hoc gia cing nén hinh dung d€ hinh thanh thin
hoc? KhGng nhitng [a nén ma thoi, nhung con la phdi nita. Cach
riéng, céc nha thin hoc tai Chau A phai lam sao d€ c6 di kha

ning hinh dung nén, chi khéng phai la cif c8 ma khai niém hoa
cho dugc 16i suy tu thin hoc ciia minh, bdi vi moi trudng séng
ctia ho 12 moi trudng cia nhitng nen viin héa phong phi trong
do, sitc ning tugng hinh da tirng'mang lai mot phan déng gép
hét sife IGn lao. Nen viin hda cia ching ta la mOt nen vin héa
dudc ndn udn nén do sic ning tugng hinh, chit khong phéi 1a
do kha ning khéi niém héa. D6 1a mét nén vin hda bi€t rung
cAm vdi nhijp diéu cude s6ng; vi thé, khong thé bd st ma khong
[6ng nhiing nhén t6 8y vao trong phuong céch dinh nghia, bién
ludin, va thi€t dat cOng thic duge. MOt n@n vin hda nhu thé thi
tdt phai dong gép dugc nhidu cho sinh hoat tugng hinh cia
than hoc. Nhung, déng tidc thay 12 mOt n®n vin héa do dau 6c
rifu tugng tir bén Tay phuong n#n dic ra, da ti€m quyen ki€m
sodt dAu ndo suy t thin hoc cia Chiu A. LAy lai cho dugc kha
ning hinh dung thin hoc tya nhu thi st hinh dung ra thi phi va

17. P4y 1a bai thd cia Basho: "Furuikeya, kawazu tobikomu, mizit no oto.”
(Xin dya theo bdn chuyén ngd ra ti€ng Anh:
"Breaking the silence of an ancient pond,
“A frog jumped into water - A deep resonance”
trong tdc pham trung din ti€p sau dy, d€ dich la:
“Ech im ddy médc: ao cd... dong
“Tan tanh tinh mac - Vong dm vang’™)
Choan-Seng Song, Theology from the Womb of Asia, 57.
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nhu hoa sT hinh dung nén tranh dnh, 1a dicu cn thi¢t cd ban
ddi vdi nhing nd luc xiy dyng than hoc tai Chiu A.18

Giong nhu cic nha thin hoc gidi phdng Chiu My Latinh,
céc nha thin hoc Chiu A cing nhin manh néi ring thin hoc
la hanh dOng thit hai di ti€p theco sau hanh d{)ng ma Aloysius
Pieris, mdt tu si Dong Tén bén Sri Lanka, goi la “thAn hanh
gidi phong (liberation- lheopmru)"’ Hanh d0ng nay chinh 1a
cudc diiu tranh d€ danh ty do v& mit kinh t& ciing nhu xa hoi
chinh tri, mdt cudc diu tranh thyc hi¢n nhan danh vi vdi hang
tri¢u ngudi Chau A dong dio chi€m hon nam phan chin dan
s0 th€ gidi. Hoat dOng thin hanh Ay chinh 1a phuong cich dién
dat thin hoc. Ban diic két ctia Hoi nghi ThAn hoc Chau A nhém
hop vao cic ngay 2-20 thiang giéng 1979 tai Wennappuwa bén
Sri Lanka, da khdng dinh la:

“Trong boi canh ngheo khd va giita trang hudng bj 4p buc,
bi khai thac cia hang tri¢u ngudi Chau A dong ddo, thin hoc
chiing ta dang xiy dung, phai c6 mdt da kich luc gidi phdng ro
rang dit kho4t. Hanh dOng dAu tién va ciing chinh 12 con tim
cta cua thin hoc, la chinh thai d6 d4n than. Théi d0 din thin
nay 13 mOt cu tra 15i cho thach d8 dit ra tir pha cic tAng ldp
nguoi nghéo dang dfutranh d€ quy@n lam ngudiciua minh duge
ton trong va dim bio tron ven. Chiing t0i khing dinh rling
ngudi ngh¢o va ngl.rm bi 4p bic tai Chau A dang dugc Thién
Chia kéu goi d€ trd thanh nhitng nha ki€n tric chi dOng xiy
dyng nén vAn mang cda chinh minh. Nhu thé, thin hoc khdi
dAu vdi niem khat vong cia nhitng ngudi bj 4p bitc hiing mong
ti€n dugce d&€n mitc sGng tron quyen lam ngudi cia minh, va dit
tin tudng vao noi ¥ thirc dang 1&n cia hg cing nhitng nd lyc ma
ho hiing khong ngung duara, dé san bing moi chudng ngai cin
ngin viéc tim hiu v& nhing sy that trong lich sif ciia ho.”20

Hi¢n nay, di mdi chi lic déc tai mOt vai nai, da co mOt sO céc
nha thin hoc Chau A tham gia vao cude ddu tranh cho cOng Iy
18. Ibid., 61. ) )
19. Xin xem Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation,

(Maryknoll/New York, 1988)80.
20. Virginia Fabella, (cd} Asia's Struggle for Full Humanity, 156,



va hoa binh nhut thé, thi d6 cing vin 1a mot sy kién déng dudgce
lutu §. Aloysius Picris trung din ra b6n cudc thit nghiém da duge
ti¢n hanh tai trong x1f cia Ong, d6 la: phong trao Devasarana
dodansi Anhgido Yohan Devananda hudng din; nhém Satyo-
daya do tu si Dong Tén Paul Caspersz hudng din; Hoi 4i hitu
Céc Cong Nhén Kitd gdm nhing thanh vién Phit gido, Hindu,
Kitd va Macxit thudc ca hai dan tdc Sinhala va Tamil; va cOng
doan do linh myc Michael Rodrigo, Dong Truyén Gido Diic
Mg¢ V6 Nhiém, thanh 13p.2!

Cynnyc Cheng (Hong Kong) va Eunice Santana de Vélez
(Puerto Rico) dé thudt lai kinh nghi¢ém &n & va lam viéc ngay
tai mOt don didn trdng dira.22 Samuel Rayan, mot tu si Dong
T¢n ngudi An D9, da k& lai kinh nghiém minh sG’ng qua trong
cic khu nha 6 chudt tai Colombo, bén Sri Lanka, va néi cho
bi¢t kinh nghi¢m kia da anh hudng sdu ddm nhu thé nao dén
cOng viée thin hoc gia cia minh.2? Céc kinh nghiém trén day
ctia cdc than hoc gia niim trong khu6n khd cia chuong trinh
ba ngay 4n d va lam vidc ngay trong cic moi tru‘Ung ngudi dan
ngheo da duge Hoi nghj Than hoc Chiu A 13 chifc cho cdc
thanh vién trude cudc nhém hop trong cac ngay tir 7 dén 20
thiang Giéng 1979, tai Wennappuwa, Sri Lanka. Ngoai hai kinh
nghiém vira k€, con c6 bdy kinh nghiém khéc v& canh “cung
sinh sOng cung lam lyng” tuong tu, nhy chung q()ng vdi dian
ching lang qué, vdi din chai 1am nghe doc sudt b An Do
Duong, vdi cdng nhian don dién trdng tra, vdi cOng nhan nha
mdy va nhfin vién cong doan, vdi cdc phu ni tai Baddegama,
vdi gidi tré va sinh vién trong mot ndng trai tp thé, va vdi
nhiing nhém dan thidu s tai Parantha. Du la rdt ngdn, cic kinh
nghi¢m kia cting gitip cho céc thin hoc gia duge cing cd thém

21. Xinxem Aloysius Picris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, 57-58. B¢ ¢
thém nhitu chi i€ hon v& phong trdo Devasarana, xin xem Lakshman
Wickremesinghe, “Sri Lanka: The Devasarana Movement, 1970-1983,”
trong Virginia I'abella va Sergio Torres, Doing Theology in a Divided World,
33-39.

22. Xin xem “The Coconut Live In Report,” trong Virginia FFabella (ed.),
Asia’s Struggle for Full Humanity, 42-49.

23. Xinxem bai viét “Reflections on a Live-In: Slum Dwellers,” ibid., 50-56.
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hon trong niém thim tin nay cda minh, dé 1a: “khOng moOt nén
than hoc hay mét cudc dam luéin ndo v@ Thién Chia lai c6 thé
bi tach rdsi x¢ 1€ ra khoi cudc sGng ctia ngudi dan, dic biét 1A ra
khoi cudc dau tranh cia nhing ngudi ngheo v nhitng ngucsi
bi gat ra bén [& xa hoi.”?4

Viéc céc than hoc gia Dai Han phat trién Thin hoc Ti¢n
Dén (Minjung Theology), ma bai vi€t sé ban tdi trong phiin sau,
con mang mdt y nghia phong phid hon nida. Nhi¢u ngudi trong
sO cdc nha thin hoc nay (nhu: Gido su Suh Nam-dong, mot
trong nhirng ngudti d@ xuwdng Thin hoc Tién dén, va thi hio
cong gido Kim Chi-ha) da bj mat chd day hoc ho#ic bj bd tu, va
bi chinh quy@n Park Chung-hi hanh ha tra tan.

Nhu‘ng. trong than hanh, con cé mot khia canh khéc, dic thu
noi cau nha than hoc Chau A, d6 1a cudc ddi thoai lién ton, L
tit y¢u trong mét moi trudsng chung séng vdi céc ton gido ldn
tai ChAu A—ton gido cda dai da s ngudi din ving nay, vi
khong mang tinh chit Sémitic—sinh hoat d6i thoai Ay, theo
Tissa Balasuriya nhan dinh, ti€n hanh trén bon binh dién: “dai
thoai qua con dudng bi¢u dat tri thic va nghién citu hoc hoi;
dGi thoai qua viéc thd ty va phung vu; d6i thoai trong cudc
sOng—sdng chung va lién hé vdi xa hoi & nhitu midc d0 khic
nhau; d6i thoai trong khi tham gia vao cudc ddu tranh d€ s6ng
con ctia ngudi dan.”25 Trir Philippines ra, ngay nay tai Chiu A,
ngudi kitd kho ¢6 thé t6 chife duge mot hoat ddng dai quy mo
nao nhiim 6 vi cong Iy va hoa binh ma khong cé sy bit tay
hgp téc cua tin do cic tOn gido khéc.

Trong cOng téc phat trién than hoc Chau A, khong dugce coi
cudc diu tranh cho cong Iy va cudc d6i thoai lién ton chi nhu
la hai hoat ddng di song cich nhau. Nhiu [in, A. Picris da bi¢n
luin ndi riing d6 1a hai mat cia cung mOt dong cdc, va da hicu
cudc ddi thoai lién tOn theo mOt nghia rdng hon, chit khdng chi
nhu la nhitng trao ddi chinh thidc v& mit gido thuyét. Tic gia
nay con dé nghi la can phai lam sao d€ cudc d6i thoai lién 16n

24. "“The Live-In Plan,” ibid., 41.
25. Tissa Balasuriya, “merging Theologics of Asian Liberation,” trong

Leonardo Boffva Vigilio Elizondo (eds.), Theologies of the Third World, 40.
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VUL Xa ra ngoai nhﬂ'ng gidi muc thé ché cia céc tOn gido (ma
tic gld goi la “ton gido si€u v tru,” “metacosmic religions”)
hdl.l ¢6 thé lien h¢ dugc vdi tinh than t6n gmo (c6 tinh céach)
“vi tru” (cd nghia xiu d6i vdi Tﬂy phuong, vi coi nhu dong
nghia vdi “dao the vat linh” hay “thuyé€t van vét c6 hon™
animism) cia cac dén t¢c Chiu A. Tinh than t6n gido vi tru
naty dang dugc s6ng manh noi cic ngudi nghéo tai Chau A.

Picris con phan biét giita “canh nghéo cam chju™ do bt cong
cung dan dp gdy ra, va “cdnh ngheo ty nguyén” lam mam giéng
cho gidi phong. CA biét s6ng “cadnh ngho ty nguyén” nhu la
mOt thii do chdng lai “cdnh ngheo cam chju” va dé néi Ién tinh
lién ddi vdi ngudi ngheo, thi mdi cé thé x6a bo duge vige phéan
cich lam d0i gita mOt bén la cudc giai phéng ndi tdim nhiim
thodt cho khdi tinh trang nd 1¢ tinh than, va bén kia la cudc gidi
phung b&n ngoai hiu vugt ra cho khoi nhﬁng xiéng xich n6 1¢
hda cta cdc co cdu xa hdi, chinh trj cing nhu kinh t& Thuc
trang Chiu A 12 sin khau cda nhing anh huo‘ng qua lai giira
tinh thin ton gido va tinh canh ngheo khd; tic la chinh tinh
than ton gido cia cic ngudi ngheo. DGi vdi Pieris, “cong tic
bin xif hoa cia gido hoi Chau A s¢é khong bao gics ti€n hanh
duge, n€u chi duy ¢6 m0t lanh vyc doc nhit trong thuc tai cia
Chau A — tic I tinh thin ton gido siGu vi try — 1a duge thyc
sy chd y d&n ma thoi. Tinh thdn tén gido cha ngudi ngheo va
tinh canh nghéo. khd ctia dai da s6 quan ching nhin dan s6ng
tinh than tOn gido, 12 hai cAnh trang di lign két doi lam mot dé
lam nén thyc tai phu’c tap cia Chéu A, va thyc tai dé chinh 1
khudn md dic nén than hoc Chau A."26

Phéin tich xii hdi, viin hou va tén gido: -
Thiin hoc kité trutéc nhitng théch dd cia Chiu A

Céc nha thin hoc Chiu A nh&n manh nhidu d&n tinh chét
thi€t y&u cia viéc phin tich van héa xa hoi, coi d6 1a mot ciu
t6 trong y&u trong tién trinh xiy dung thin hoc, vi c6 thé, mdi
nédn dic nén duge mOt nén thin hoc thyc sy mang tinh chéat

26. Aloysius Picris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, 113.
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ching tdc, va thich hgp cho Chéu A. Hoi nghij céc nh thin hoc
Chéu A tai Wennappuwa, bén Sri Lanka, da tuyén b ring:

“Hoat ddng cho cong cude gidi phong ngudi ngheo, thin hoc co
bon phin phii ding dén phuong cdch phin tich cic thuc tai xa
hoi ciia Chiu A ma khdi ddu tdc vu cua minh. LAm sao ¢6 thé
tham gia vao trong cdng téc giai phong ngudi ngho duge, néu
thin hoc khong hi€u rd vé cdc co cAu xi hoi chinh tri, kinh &
va vin hoa dang n 1& hoa nguoi ngheo?... Viée phin tich dy
phai bao tron ca moi chi¢u kich dai, rdng, cao va sdu cua thuc
tai Chiau A, tir gia dinh cho tdi lang xa, thanh thj, tir qudc gia
cho tdi luc dja va dja cdu. Tinh trang loai ngudi tiy thudc vao
nhau vé mat kinh t& va xa hodi chinh trj, da 1am cho trdi dit co
hep thu nhd lai A€ chi con 12 mOt ngdi lang hoan cAu. Viée phan
tich phai giw quang cach ddi vdi cong trinh nghién ciru dang tién
hanh hdu ddm bao cho ¢ duge mOt thdi dO khong nging ty
ki€ém ciing nhu nh4n dinh vé cic t0n gido, cic y thic hé, cic thé
ché, cdc 16 nhom va cdc tng IGp din chiing, vi t chinh ban chét
cia ching, nhing thyc thé 4y thuimg gdp phai nguy co tr@
thanh nhirng bd mdy quan li¢u bat nhin."?

DI nhién, céc nude Chau A khic nhau rat nhicu v& khong
biét bao nhiéu phuong dién, d&n dd khdng mot cude phin tich
xa hdi vin hda chung nao c6 thé thich hgp cho tét ca duge. Cin
phai ¢6 nhing cudc phan tich chi ti€t v& tirng nudce; the nén,
vdi sy tiép tay cua cic chuyén vién trong vang, cic nha thin
hoc Chau A da thit thuc hi¢n nhing ban phéac thdo tém gon vé
ciac nudc nhu: Hong Kong, An B9, Indonesia, Dai Han, Philip-
pin, Sri Lanka va Viét Nam.28 Kosake Koyama, m6t thiin hoc
gia Nhét Ban ting lam vi¢c truy@n gido bdy nam tai Théi Lan,
da dua ra mOt ban miéu ta di dom ma siu sic vé cic nudc
Singapore, Thai Lan, Trung Qudc, Burma, Nhét Ban va Dai
Loan, khong ké cdc nudc vita néu trude ddy.??

27. Virginia Fabella (cd.), Asia’s Struggle for Full Humanity, 158.

28. Xinxem “Toward a Relevant Theology in Asia. Asian Group Report.”
trong Virginia Fabella va Sergio Torres (eds.), Irruption of the Third World.
Challenge to Thealogy. (Maryknoll/New Yark, 1983)65-69.

29. Xin xem Kosake Koyama, Waterbuffalo Theology, (Maryknoll/New
York, 1974)3-26; d€ c¢6 thém tai li¢u xuit bdn gin diy hon, xin xem K.
Matthew Kurian, “Socio-Economic and Political Reality in Asia,” trong
Virginia Fabella (cd.), Asia’s Struggle for Full Humanity, 59-74; Carlos [
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Cho du c6 nhieu khéc bi¢t v& mat van héa va chinh trj, thi
(4t cA cdic nudc Chau A ciing deuséng trong mgt s trang huéng
dai thé gi6ng nhau. Trong k¥ hop tai New Dehli, An D9, vao
cac ngay tif 17 cho tdi 29 théng 8, 1981, céc nha lhﬁn hoc Chéu
A da nlu ra cic trang huOng sau ddy: (1) kinh nghiém thudc
dia (d6 h0) va cic co ciu thdng tri gﬁy suy nhugc; (2) tinh trang
cach biét gitra dai da s6 dan ngheo va mot thidu s6 nguai giau;
(3) lan séng cua canh nhing ngudi bj loai ra ngoai I xa hol
cang ngay cang lan rOng din dén héng khdi nhan dan trong céc
cOng di’ing qudc gia; (4) dja vj xa hoi thdp kém va canh bj ap
bifc ctia ni¥ gidi tai Chau A; va (5) hi¢n tugng banh trudng cua
chi nghia quin sy va céc thé ché 4p buc tai Chiu A.%

Céc than hoc gia n¥ quyén Chéu A da néu bt tinh trang ap
bic nit gidi tai luc dja nay vdi nhiing 13i 1€ nhu sau: “Trong moi
linh vuc cudc sOng tai Chau A, ni gidi la nhl?ng ngudi bj tri,
bj tudce doat mit quyEn 1am ngudi, mat phdm gi lam ngudi phuy
ni; ho bj ky thj chdng bang, bj khai théc, bj phién nhilu, bj lgi
dung va lam dung v& mit gidi tinh, va bj coi nhu 1a hang ha cép,
lu6n lu6n c6 bn phén phai lo d4t minh dudi ci dugc goi la vu
th€ cia nam gidi. Trong gia dinh, gitra gido hoi, trude phap luét,
trong h¢ thng gido duc cing nhu nai céc phuong tién truyén
thong xa hoi, ddu dau phy ni cing bj d6i xi vdi thit thanh kién,
vdiloai thdi dd danh cho hang ngudi dudi. Tai Chdu A va trong
khip th& gidi, truy@n thuyét v& ngudi phu ni Chau A quy lyy,
nd dich, cang lam cho hinh dnh ddc doén va diic sdn 8y c6 the
manh han.”3! Ho néu 1&n nhing hinh thifc bao hanh chéng lai

Abesamis, “Faith and Life Reflections from the Grassroots in the
Philippines,” ibid., 123-139; Peter K.H. Lee, “Between the Old and the
New," trong Sergio Torres va Virginia Fabella (eds.), The Emergent Gospel,
124-136; D.S. Amalorpavadass, “The Indian Universe of a New Theology,”
ibid., 137-156; Samucl Rayan, “Theological Priorities in India Today,”
trong Virginia Fabella va Sergio Torres (eds.), Imuption of the Third World,
30-41; 1d. (eds), Doing Theology in a Divided World, 182-187; “Asian
Report," trong K. C. Abraham (ed.), Third World Theologies. Common-
alities and Divergences, (Maryknoll/New York, 1990)3-15.

30. Xinxem *“Toward a Relevant Theology in Asia,” trong Virginia Fabella

vil Sergio Torres (eds.), Iruption of the Third World, 61.
31. Virginia Fabella & Sun Al Lece Park (eds) We Dare to Dream, 148;
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nd gidi, nhu: ch€dg hdi mon, tycl¢ hda thiCu cd dau, vieccudng
bach hiy hoai kha nang sinh san va I6i thi nghiém d€ biét gidi
tinh thai nhi 4p dung tai An Po; hinh thifc du lich mai dim tai
Philippines; thai d0 ky thj dua lrén cd sd 1On gido cua trao luu
chinh th6ng qué khich tai Malaysia; I2 16i truy@n ngdi theo nam
hé trong ch& do Nhat hoang; va quy ludt gia dinh Khéng gido
tai Dai Han.

Nhin nhin m6n ng tinh thin ho ¢6 d6i vdi cach kifu cac nha
thin hoc Chéu My Latinh st dung 16i phan tich xa hdi ctia chu
thuy&t Mac xit, nhi2u thAn hoc gia Chau A da Ién tiéng phé
binh ty kiém v vi¢c ho cif mQt chitu nhin manh qué déng dén
nhing khia canh thulin tdy kinh t€ va chinh trj trong xa hoi.
Picris Iuu ¥ riing mot “I6i ‘thAn hanh gidi phéng’ Chdu A ma
chi diing d&€n céc cOng cy Mécxit cda phuang thic phan tich xa
héi khOng théi, thi mai mai s€ la phi Chau-A va vd hi¢u cho
dén chiing nao biét thu dyng céc cOng cy tam ly cia ndi quan
ma cac bic hien nhén cta ching ta da tirng kham phé ra."32
Téc gla cun néu ro la chi nghia Mécxit khéng ¢ kha nang dé
dénh gi4 v& chitu kich ton gido ma cic n€n viin héa Chlu A
doc thly & nai dirc khé ngheo, v nhu thé€ chi nghia 8y khong
thé nhan ra dugc tac ddng cach mang ma vigc ty nguygn song
khé ngheo dem lai. Di nhién, cic nha thiin hoc Chiu A § thifc
rove nhﬂ'ngcéch thifc sudung t6n gido dé hgp thic hdanguyén
trang hu d6n cla xa hdi va dé vinh vién héa cinh ap butc trong
xa hoi (nhu ch€ do ding cip trong An D0 gido ch.’ing han); tuy
nhién, ho ciing thAm tin v& sifc nng gidi phong cla cic ton gido
khong-s€mitic, la nhitng ton gido da tirng khoi hing va hudng
dfin cho mot s6 phong trao gidi phong trong qué khid.

Viée phﬁn tich xa hgi khong phai chi gidi han dong khung
vao ndi xi hoi va viin héa Chau A khong thoi, nhung con phai
dugc trai rong ra d€ bao gdm cé gido hoi kitd nita. Hau hét cic
than hoc gia Chau A d2u cho ring trit mot vai trucing hgp rét

xin cing xem Henrictte (Marianne) Katoppo, "Asian Theology: An
Asian Woman'’ Perspective,” trong Virginia Fabella (ed.) Asia's Struggle for

Full Humamry, 140-51.
32. Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, 88,
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hoa hi€m ra, cic Gido hoi Kitd, Cong gido ciing nhu Tin lanh,
déu phan Idn, con la Gido hi tai Chau A, chif chua trd thanh
thue sy la Gido hoi ciia Chau A. Pieris con budc tdi cho riing
Gido hoi Kitd da 4p dyng chién luge “pha hoai thin hoc” dé
qua do, cic gido hdi Ty phuong nhén danh cOng tac hdi nhap
vin héa ma nim git quyén kiém soit va “ria t3i” cac biéu
tugng cda nhitng tOn gido khdng-sémitic nhdm cling cd cic
quyeén Igi riéng ctia minh: “Hi nhép van hoa kifu dy 1a to ra
khong quan tim d€ kinh trong cho di m6 miu citu dd (hoc)
ctia cdch thirc dung bi€u tugng trong céc ton gido khong kitd,
la thodi mai ti€p tay cho I¢i bude tdi coi cOng tic dé la mot dang
trd hinh cia chi nghia d€ qudc... Trong boi cnh dy, cdn s6t hoi
nhdp vanhoaco thé xem ra nhy 13 mot budc litu linh phit chét
dé ¢6 tao cho gido hoi co dmc mOt b mit Chu A, bdi da thit
bai trong viéc dim siu gdc ré minh vao gira long dt Chau A:
that bai vi khong mdt ai da ddm ra tay ddnh va chic chau La
Hy, trong d6, sudt bon thé ky dai, gido hdi da tirng gd minh sinh
sOng tya hd mot ciy bonsai clin cbil™

Du ¢6 tO long bi€t on d6i nhitng cOng trinh ma céc gido hoi
kitd da thyc hi¢n trong lanh vuc xa hGi nhlim phuc vu nhing
ngudi dm dau bénh tit, nhirng tré em mod cdi va ting quén,
cing nhu trong linh vuc gidoduc (cdc trudng hoc kitd da chiém
dudge long kinh phuc trong khip cdc nude Chau A, va vi thé,
doi lic cing khong tranh dugc thdi dd dd ky...), thicéc than hoc
gia Chiu A cing ldy lam budn vi xét v& mat to chtrc chinh thic,
cic g:ao hoi kitd tai Chau A con dang nhu 1a mot ‘cy trong
chfiu,’ dua tir xif ngoai vao ma khong dugce thyc sy ciy trong va
bén ré vao trong vang dit mdi, va con dang sdng mot 16i séng
tua nhu la keo ho dédn dinh bén ngoai, chit khong gidng nhu
men trong bdt, bdi 1¢ chi bi€t gdn chit véi nhau thanh nhing
khu, nhitng nhdm nhd s6ng téch biét, bo bo lo cho su séng con
ctia riéng minh hon la cho ¢Ong tic xdy dung qudc gia dan toc,
hon la cho nhing hoat ddng hitu hi¢u trong cac lanh vuc xa hoi
va chinh trj. 3

33. Ibid., 53.
34. Xinxem Gerald H. Anderson (ed.), Asian Voices in Christian Theology,



61

Nhiing théch d6 tai Chdu A diit ra cho Thin hoc

C6 chi y&u ddi vdi cOng cude nghién citu thin hoc, thi viée
phén tich xa hdi cing khong phai 1a m0t cOng tic ty né cin
thi€t. Muc dich ctia cOng tac dy 1a nhén di¢n nhiing thach d6
ma hoan canh viin héa xa hdi dat ra cho gido hi va thin hoc.
Thé thi, thin hoc Chiu A ngay nay dang phai dGidién vdinhing
thach d6 nao? Samuel Rayan da doc thiy tdm thach d6 nhu
sau:35

Théch d§ thi nhit dén tir phia cta hang tri¢u tri¢u ngudi
din Chau A: vdi nhdng kinh nghi¢m sOng qua mdi ngay cung
vdi cdnh ngheo khd phai chiju, ho sé dong g:ﬁ’ vai tro nao trong
c&ng tac hinh thanh thin hoc Chiu A, va nen thin hoc nay s¢
cd nhitng déng gép nao cho cude sﬁng cua ho? Théch d6 tha
hai khdi phét tif cdm thic tOn gido ctia cac dan t0c Chiu A va
cla céc tOn gido vira dOng s6 vira b kinh trong dai luc: néu
khong biét quan tdm dén ho, thi than hoc khong thé néi 1én
duge tai Chau A mot 1o nao c6 ¢ nghia v@ Thién Chiia, va cing
kh6ng lam dugc mot cong téc thyc sy hitu hiéu nio cé sic d&
xic ti€n cOng cudc gidi phong; vay thi, thin hoc s¢ quan tdm
nhu thé nao dé€n ho? Thin hQC sé hi€u nhu th€ nao ve vai trod
(citu d9) c6 mOt khong hai ciia Duc Kitd? Thach d6 thit ba phit
sinh tif canh ngheo doi vat chit ma dong dio quin ching nhan
dén khong ké xiét dang sOng qua tai Chau A: cinh co cuc ciing
khén va bén thiu 4y ctia din chiing 6 s€ trd thainh mot ngudn
e liéu (locus theologicus) cho thin hoc hay khong? Roi sé ¢6
mot cudc doan tuyét didt khoat vdi nhing truyén thdng thin
hoc chiéu theo khuynh hudng hgp thic hda canh dp bic va
ngheoddi hay khong? Thachdd thit tubdt ngudn tif canh ngheo
déi ton gido: lieu thin hoc ¢6 gitdp cho bi€t rd duge ve cac chidu

5-6. Trif ra trudng hgp cda cdc Hong Y Kim, t6ng gidm myc Scoul, va

Sin, t6ng gidm muc Manila, 1a nhiing vj dd d4n than hét minh d& phuc vu
cho din cho nudc.

35. XinxemSamuel Rayan, “Reconceiving Theology in the Asian Context,”
trong Virginia Fabella va Sergio Torres (eds.), Doing Theology in a Divided
World, 124-131; “Toward a Relevant Theology in Asia,” trong Virginia
Fabella va Sergio Torres (eds.), Irruption of the Third World, 65-69; va Tissa
Balasuriya. Planetary Theology, 130-150.
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kich xa hdi ciia Phic Am ciing nhu cia céc bitich, va ¢ (8 chic
duge mdt cude nghidn ciu phé binh ve& hé thdng tu ban va dia
chinh trj cu thé cia gido hoi hay khdng? Thich d6 thi nam la
do hoan canh hiu thudc dja dua ra: lam thé nao d€ thin hoc co
thé gitip cho ngudi din 14y lai dugce niém ty hio ty trong cla
minh, tim radugcsidc nang riéng minh ¢6, nhin thdy duge nhitng
vién dnh xa hoi mdi mé tudi sdng, va bi€t dua theo d6 ma hanh
dong? Thach dd thi sdu xudt dau 10 dién tir mOt qua trinh chinh
tri hiin r0 v&l tich cia nhitng ché€ dd quan sy, ciia nhing chinh
quy@n cai trj bling luat gidi nghiém ciing nhu ciia cic chinh thé
ddc tai: Li¢u than hoc c6 can dam thi hanh trach vu cua vai tro
ti¢n tri ma nhin dinh phe binh v& cung céch xif sy cla céc gidi
cim quyén va v& nhitng thé thic hanh ddng v& mit chinh tri
do chinh ho thi¢t dit hay khong? Théch d6 tha bay xudt phat
tir mOt qua trinh mang nang tan tich cia canh ap bic va thai
dd phan bict giai cip trong xa hdi, cia vO s6 nhing cim ky,
nhing ldng lo s s¢t va nhitng théi tuc dj doan: liéu than hoc
¢6 dam to o 1dp trudng caa minh, ¢ dam suy nghi theo céch
bicu dat cia giai cap, va khdm pha cho ra nhitrng ham ¥ tiém
ngu trong “lin mifng (mang dé&n) cho ngudi ngheo khé™ hay
khong? Thich d6 cudi cing la do céc nudc xa hdi chi nghia
chiém 16i mot nitadans6 Chiu A, dwara: li¢u thin hoc cé khdm
phé ra duge ¥ nghia tOn gido va tinh thin cda thai dd vo tin ciing
nhu ctia chi nghia vo than di lign vdi viéc dang dudng 16i chinh
tri ma thuc hién gific mo Macxit hay khong? Hay 12 chi bi€t rip
khudn thco dudng 16i chdng cdng cyc doan, ma khong lo dé
tdm gi tJi ciu hdi vira néu trén ddy, 1a ciu hoi sing ro nhat
trong cic ciu hoi ma Thién Chia dang dic biét néu I&n cho
thai dai nay?

Tu lidu cho mét nén Thitn hoc Gidi phéng Chau A

Tu li¢u sin ¢6 d€ dya theo d6 ma ndn diic nén mot nén thin
hoc Gidi phéng Chau A @i kha niing ing dap thich déng cho
tim théch d6 vira k& trén day, la nhitng gi? Trong mot doan
trudc, bai viét da cé dip nhic d€n sy viéc cic nha than hoc Chéu
A di 10 thii do nghi ky ra mat d6i vdi truyen théng thin hoc
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Tay phuong. Ca Tissa Balasuriya 14n Sebastian Kappen (mot
tu s Dong Tén ngudi An) dCu da Ién tiéng ylu ciu can phai
ti€n hanh cho Kitd gido TAy phvong mot cudc “tdy trif nio
trang gido didu” (dedogmatization).3 Carlos Abesamis d& nghi
nén x€&p truyn thdng Tay phuong lai mot bén khi lam viée suy
tu than hoc, cho du khi hoc thin hoc thi khdng cé lam nhu
thé€.37 Tuy nhién, cich chung, cic thiin hoc gia Chidu A nhiin
manh ndi 1a than hoc phéi duge xdy dung ngay ¢ trong bdi canh
cudc song cla gido hoi, i thin hoc ¢é phii ra sife dé tranh cho
khoi trds thanh quy gido hdi, va gi cho duge da hudng quy nhiin
ban cia minh. Muc dich cia thin hoc khong phii 1a d¢ phuc
vu quyen lgi cta gido hdi, nhung la d€ ¢ xdy cong cude gidi
phong ngudi ngheo va hang khdi dong dido nhing ngudi din
dang bi ap bic d& nén, 3¢

36. Tissa Balasuriya, "Emerging Theologics of Asian Liberation,” trong
Ieonardo Boffl va Virgilio Elizondo (eds.),Theologies of the Third World,
44; Scbastian Kappen, “Orientations for an Asian Theology,” trong Vir-
ginia Fabella (ed.), Asia's Struggle for Full Ifumanity, 117, Dac biét, Kappen
da miéu ta vé chifc nang phé binh cda thiin hoc nhy 13 mdt nd lye minh nhién
Lt b tien cda, lhE'Ich va nhiing g tdc gid goi 1 “Phdn Thitn Chua”, tuc 12
viéc phung ty, gido diéu va luft 1¢. Tdc gid con ndi ring: “The nén, d& khai
trién cho dude mt nén thin hoc thyc sy trung thanh vdi Thién Chia hiing
séng, thi cdc nha than hoc Chéu A cung chi con ¢6 mot duding 16 1a quyét
dinh khong tham gia vao td chic cla gnn hi thé€ ch€, hay 1a bing moi gi,
dung ra ngoai i 16i hanh ddng cda gmo hdi.” (ibid., 115-1 16) Theo chd u‘n

dudc biét, thi quan di€m cuc doan cua l(nq’pcn khoOng ducge miy ai tin dong.
37. Xin xem Carlos Abesamis, “Doing Theological Rcﬂccllnn in a Philip-

pine Context,” trong Scrgio ‘I‘nrrcsvé Virginia Fabella (eds.), The Emergent
Gospel, 121.

38. Xin xem Samuel Rayan, “Commonalitics, Divergences, and Crossfer-
tilization among Third World Theologics,” trong K.C. Abraham (cd.),
Third World Theologies: Commonalities and Divergences, 198: “Chung t0i
¢6 ciing mot nhu ciu chung, d6 1a cin phai gid viing nén tdng gmn héi cuin
chiing 16i, bt ch4p nhidng khdc bi¢t giita cdc gido hoi: khdc bi¢t ci vE tf th
la nhilng gido hoi dge 1p 14n v& cach bi€u dat quan ni¢m cua minh trong
mdi viing d6i vdi nhiing thyc tai minh dang sOng, d€ néi 18n nd Iye minh dua
ra nhim tham gia viao cOng téc xfy dyng thin hoc va diy manh tié€n trinh
gidi phong, cing nhy d& ndi 1én phudng cdch ing ddp trude nhing trang
hudng ma t4t cd ching t0i déu ddng y 13 ¢4 thiit. Trong mOt sG truding hup,
dé 1a diéu quy gid; nhung trong mdt 6 hodn canh khéc, thi d6 lai 1a mot
théch d6 khé khin. Du sao, ching 16i cing da déu dong ¥ rang gido hdi cia
Puic Kit6 14 cong cu Thién Chia ding d¢ gidi phong tinh thin con ngudi va
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Di nhién, cung vdi truyén thdng kitd, Kinh Thénh vin la
ngudn t li¢u chi yéu—da khdng phai la doc nhit hay ddc
quyen—d6i vdi cac nha thin hoc Chau A. Ly dola vidu c6 gin
chitvdi mdt nén viin hda nhit dinh, thi Kinh Thénh cing thudc
vé giai doan sémitic trong ti€n trinh phét trién cia nén thin
hoc Tay phuong. Abesamis ludn gidi ring giai doan sémitic dy
la thai ky séng lap cia Kit6 gido, va 12 dang thyc biéu dat diu
tién cdasit dicp kitd. Trong giai doan 8y, lich sif eifu dQ da duge
minh hoa vdi tit ca tinh chit trung thyc, tron ven ciing nhu vdi
n6i dung day di cta n6; khong mdy dé § dén cac vén d@ siéu
hinh hoc, giai doan dy da chi trong luu tdm nhieu hon dé&n lich
stf loai ngudi, va vi thé, né phu hUp hon vdi tinh thin cia Chau
A ciing nhu vdi cic khét vong ctia ThE Gidi Thi Ba.3®

Ngoai Kinh Théanh va truy@n thdng gido hdi, ma ho c6 bon
phan phai dién djch lai cho bi canh s6ng ctia ho, céc than hoc
gia Chau A con c6 sdn trong tdm tay nhing tu li¢u khac cé tinh
céch dja phuong hon.*® Ngudn t liéu dau tién cda thin hoc
Chau A lachinhnhandéin Chdu A vdinhing kinh nghiém nhan
ban phong phi cung da dang ho da s6ng qua, ciing nhu vdicianh
nghcokhd va ap bicho dang phéichju. Nhindanchinhla “cha
thé,” 1a dién vién cia than hoc. Céc nha thdn hoc glél phéng
Chau A nhin ring “ngudi ngheo la nhing ngudi c6 thé gép
phan tot nhit dé phat trién thin hoc kitd trong chiu hudng
giai phong ngudi nghéo "41 Tinh cdnh, nhing khét vong va
nhing vu ddu tranh cia nhén din la nhitng ngudn cung cap tu
licucho thﬁn hoc Chau A. Tuy nhién, nhu Pieris da nhin dinh,
tai Chéu A cic than hoc gia khong phai la nhitng ngudi ngheo,
va nhitng ngudi ngheo thi lai khong phai la than hoc gia. Vi

d€ gidi thi¢u cho thdy nhilng hoa trdi ddu mua cia Nudc Thién Chia.”
39. Xin xem Carlos Abesamis, “Doing Theological Reflection in a Philip-

pine Context,” trong Sergio Torres va Virginia Fabella (eds.), The Emergent
Gospel, 120-121.

40. Xinxem CS. Song, “Let Us Do Theology with Asian Resources!” East
AsiaJournal of Theology, 3/2(1985) 202-208; Samuel Rayan, “Reconceiving
Theology in the Asian Context,” trong Doing Theology in a Divided World,
209-216.

41, Tissa Balasuriya, “Divergences: An Asian Perspective,” trong K.C.
Abraham, Third World Theologies, 115.
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thé€, cic nha than hoc chuyén nghiép phai bict ling nghe ti¢ng
ndi cua nhing ngu'cu nghéo va nhitng ngudi bj ap biic, Lung
nhu phai bi€t n6i 1én cho r6 nhirng khit vong va nhu ciu cia
ho. Ngoai ra, tai Chiu A, c6 nhirng 97 phin trim ngudi ngheo
khong phai la ngudi kitd; xiy dung than hoc cung vdi ho la
nhitng chi thé cia thin hoc, c6 nghia la phaindivé Thién Chia
trong va qua tinh than t6n gido, céc tin ngudng, cac bicu tugng,
céc nghi thic va céc I6i sGng khong kitd. D6 la mot thich do
khiing khi€p, ma cling vira la mdt ngudn tu li¢u phong phi cho
nén thin hoc Chiu A.

Ngu()n tu liGu thit hai la nhu’ng kinh thi thanh cia céc ton
gido Chau A —Hindu, Phat gido, Lao gido, Khdng gido va cic
t0n gido khac. Nhien nha thin hoc Chiu A di khing dinh r"ing
Thién Chia n6i trong va qua cac kinh thu dy, la nhdng cda an
tinh thdn da ting—hang thé ky trude cOng nguyén (trudc thai
khai sinh Kit6 glao)—va vin con dang nudi sng ngudi Chéu
A. Ching nhiing cin phai dio siu cic kinh thy ay d¢ kin mic
ra nhing suy tu than hoc siu sic khong thdi, ma con phai dung
ching vio ca trong viéc thd ty phung vy nita.*2 Cude ddi thoai
lién tdn va communicatio in sacris mythis (“vi¢c thong du vao
cic huyén thoai thanh™) la nhing nhan t6 chd y&u doi vdi thin
hoc Chiu A.

Nguon tu li¢u thit ba 1a cdc truyén thdng tu hanh, cic miu
truyén (truyén khdu va thanh viin), cic biéu tugng, nghé thudt,
kién tric va vin héa dian gian mang tinh chit ton giio. Pieris
d@ bién ludn cho riing dang thiic ban xif héa Kitd gido thich hgp
nht tai Chau A chic chin khong phaila 16i nhap thé vio trong
mdt nénvdn hda khong-kitd theokifu Latinh, cang khong phai
12 16i ddng héa mot nén triét hoc khdng-kitd theo ki¢u Hy Lap,
va cling chdng phai 12 16i thich nghi vdi mOt tinh than t6n gido
khong- klt(’) theo ki€u Bic Au. Di¢u cin phai lam la tham gia
vao mot nén tu dic (linh dao) kh(mg klto theo kidu tu hanh.
Nhung Pieris cing 1&n ti€ng canh giac v& nhing sai l¢ch khic
nhau trong cach ng dung linh dao Chau A, nh la: ki€u hanh

42. Xin xem b6 kinh thu V& da trong cu6n Raimundo Panikar, The Vedic
Experience, (London, 1977) chdng han.
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dong “phé hoai thiin hoc” (nhu da nhic dén trude day); khuynh
hudng tao ra hodc nudi dudng mot “gidi &n khong ngdi rdi”
(otium) ndi cic “trung tam cu nguyén,” va cic “ashrams” hau
cO kéo cho duge nhiéu nzudi d&n tinh dudng tdm tritrong mot
sO gids khdc ngdn ngti hon 13 d€ sGng mot ddi hy sinh tir bd; chi
hudng budn bian nhdm d€n viéc xuit khdu nén thin bi va cic
ky thudt chiém niém qua Téy phuong cho ngudi ta tiéu dung,
hét nhu 1a xuét khiu tra, dong, gb va diu vay; va viéc dung,
mat cich y thitc hay vo thife, ddi s6ng tu hanh nhu cOng cu
chién luge chong lai céc ké tha chung trong lanh vyc thiéng
licng dao duc. Mudn thit sy la trung thuc, thiviéc tham gia vao
truyén thong tu hanh Chéau A phai di doi vdi cong cudc ddu
tranh cho cong ly.43

Vi¢ce st dung céic mau truyén (truyén c6 that va dan truyén)
va céc vi di¢u cing da duge Thian hoc Tién dan dua ra thuc
hanh trong mdt cich thic thic diy sic ning sing tao, nhu sé
thdy ban d&n trong phan hai bai vi€t. Phuong thic phan tich
lam cong cu cho Thin hoc Ti¢n déin thi, nhu Andrew Park
Sung-ho did néu ro, ¢ tinh céch trinh thudt hon la kinh t&:
“Khong phai I6i phé binh xa hoi theo kifu Mécxit, nhung chinh
nhing mau truy¢n cua ti¢n dan (minjung) mdi la nhing cong
cu ¢ kha nang d€ thyc sy vach mit co cAu cia mot xa hdi mang
tinh chat dp bic tir trong gdc ré.”4 Cac than hoc gia nit quyén
thudc lru‘n‘mg phdi Thin hoc Tién din cang da tim thdy lai dugc
stic nang giai phong cia Shaman gldo d6i vdi nir gidi.4S Hin
céic than hoc gia ChAu A s& ddng ¥ vdi nhitng § kién din dao
sau diy cua Picris:

43. Xin xem Aloysius Picris, An Asian Theology of Liberation, 51-58.

44. Poan trung dén trong Kobert McAfee Brown, “Whal Can North
American Learn from Minjung Theology?” cia tdc phdm Jung Young Lee
(cd.), An Emerging Theology in World Perspective. Commentary on Korean
Minjung Theology, (Mystic/Connecticut, 1988)38. Xin xem thém phin din
nhap cua tac gia Iec viét vé cdch thide Thin hoe Tién din st dung thudt k€
chuy¢n, ibid., 16-18.

45. Xin xem Hyung-Kung Chung, “Opium or the Seed for Revolution?:

Shamanism: Women Centred Popular Religiosity in Korea,” trong Leonar-

do Boff va Virgilio Elizondo (eds.), Theologies of the ??lird World, 96-104.
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“Trudce hét, hay hoc cho bi€t ngdn ng din gian. Hay tham du
cdc nghi thire va nghi 1€ cda nhin din Chiu A; hay nghe nhing
bai ca ho hdt; hay cang rung cam vdi nhirng nhip di¢u cia ho;
hay dwa chidn budc theo vi di¢u ho nhay; hdy thudng thic
nhiing bai tho ho ngdm; hay hiu cho thiu cic huyén thoai ho
thudt; hdy gdp gé ho qua cic truyén thuyét ho k€. Ban s¢ nhan
ra ring ngbn ngi ho nai, bi€u dat rd6 mdi lién h¢ ho co vdi cdc
chin Iy co ban ma mdi t0n gido mot cich, ton gido nao cing déu
gir chat: y nghia va vin ménh cudc ddi con ngudi; thin phin
lam ngudi vai nhirng gidgi han rang budc, nhung lai vai mot kha
ning vo bién d€ khdc phuc ching; cong tdc gidi phong ca con
ngudi 14n va try; it mot 13i, nd luc ddu tranh nhiim xiy dung
mot nén nhan dao tron ven." ¢

Dinhién, cic nha thiin hoc Chau A ciing § thic rd v syf viée
céc ngudn tu lidu ton gido va viin hda cia ho, da tirng va dang
¢6 thé bj stt dung dé hgp thire hda cing phyc vu quyén lgi cia
cac gidi c6 thé lyc trong xa hdi. Chdng han, cic kinh thu Véda,
Upanisad, Anh hung ca, via Purana di tirng dugc ding cfp cAm
quy&n BalamoOn viét ra hay la chia lai, vdi muc dich bao quan
uu thé va cdc dac quyén dic Igi cia ho ¢ trong xi hoi. Chiing
han, thu tip Purusha-sukta trong kinh thu Rig Veda coi h¢
thdng ding cip nhu 1a mot thé ché da duge Thugng DE chudn
phé. Thé& nén, bi¢t dung k§ thuit nhin dinh phé binh ma s
dung céc ngudn tu li¢u Ay cho chinh xdc [a mot viin dé cuc ky
quan trong, tic 1a phai bi¢t vach tran nhing thién ki¢n y thifc
hé 4n nZic & trong ching, va phuc hoi tiém niing gidi phong ma
chiing tang tri. Quacéch 6ng dan gidi v& cic thu tdp Ramayana
va Bhagavad Gita, Samucl Rayan di néu cho thily mot miu thi
du dic sdc cta viéc gidi thich cdc kinh thu ton gido ung ho giai
phéng.47

Nguon tu li¢u thi tu [a nhdng trinh thudt va nhing kinh
nghiém v& cinh ap bifc va ngheo kho ma ngudi phu nit Chéu
A da va dang phai sOng qua. Ca mét sO dang tang I&n cia cic
46. Aloysius Pieris, An Asian ﬂlenfogy of Liberation, 70.

47. XinxemSamuel Rayan, “Reconceiving Theology inthe Asian Context,”
trong Virginia Fabella va Sergio Torres (eds.), Doing Theology in a Divided
World, 134-139.
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nha than hoc ni& quyén da thit dya theo nhédn quan cia “Chau
A tinh” va “ni tinh” cia minh d€ ma xay dyng than hoc.*8

Céc nhan dinh trén ddy v& nhing ngudn tv li¢u khic nhau
cda than hoc Chau A, da cho thfy la cic than hoc gia Chiu A
dang d#ic biét luu tAm dé€n mot diém chi chdt, d6 la: ¢6 lam sao
d@ lien k&t viéc hdi nhip van hda va cong cude gidi phong lai
vdi nhau. Qud th&, nhu Pieris di manh mé qua quyé&t, “than
hoc tai Chau A la cong cudc vén md cho thdy Duc Kitd khai
hi¢n ¢ trong nhitng kinh nghi¢m khong-kito vé gidi phéng.”+?
MOt nén than hoc Chiu A 1a mét nén thén hoc thiét dit co sd
trén tinh thiin (On gido cia nhing ngudi ngheo khé, va trén
difc kho ngheo cla nhifng ngudi ¢ niém tin ton gido.

II

Phin hai thién tiu ludn nay sé ludgc trinh vé ba nf) lyc da
duge dua ra d€ thir xay dung mOt neén than hoc Chau A. Du c6
dung nhing phuong phép nghién cifu chung, thi cic cd géng
nay ciing gidi thi¢u ba thé dang khdc nhau cta thin hoc Chau
A. Thé loai thit nhit 1a do Tissa Balasuriya, mét linh muc cong

48, Xin xem Aruna (Gnanadason, “Women's Oppression: A Sinful Situa-
tion," trong Virginia Fabella va Mercy Amba Oduyoye, With Passion and
Compassion. Third World Women Doing Theology, (Maryknoll/New York,
1988)69-76; Virginia Fabella, “ A Common Methodology for Diverse Chris-
tologics?” ibid., 108-117, va ca Virginia Fabella va Sun Ai Lee Park (eds.),
We Dare to Dream, (1ong Kong, 1989); Hyun-Kyung, Struggle to Be the Sun
Again, (Maryknoll/New York, 1990). "

49, Aloysius Picris,An Asian Theology of Liberation, 86. Trong chiéu hudng
Ay, cic thin hoc Chiu A di 6 x6a bd quan niém chia cdch gida hai phudng
thife bin xd hda, wic 13 phudng thde hdi nhip vin héa t6n gido va phudng
thuc gidi phdng chinh tri xa hoi. DA 1a 1dp trudng dudce goi 1a “thdi d§ chiém
ni¢m dan than” (“contemplative commitment”). Xét vé mat phuong phép,
ho st dung cé hai loai phén tich: phén tich ki€u Mdc xit, cing nhu phan tich
viin héa ton gido. Thin hoc bin xid Chiu Phi ciing phai doi dién vdi cang
mOt vin dé nhu the, tde 13 phai dung hoa gida phudng cdch gidi phdng va
phuong cich van hda 16n gide (nhu phong trao da den/negritude 1ai Chéu
Phi ti€ng Phip ching han). Xin xem Engelbert Mveng, “African Liberation
Theology,” trong Leonardo Boff va Virgilio Elizondo (eds.), Theologies of
the Third World, 17-34.



69

gido Sri Lanka, thudc Dong Truyen Gido Pirc M¢ VO Nhiém,
d@ xudt; thé loai thif hai do Choang-Seng Song, mot gido dn
Dai Loan thudc gido hodi Trudng lao, xudng xuét; con thé loai
thit ba thi phat xudt bén Dai Han va dugc goi la Than hoc Tién
dan. Di nhién, trinh bay cho cin ké v& m{t khong thdi trong
céc thé dang vira néi, thi ciing khong thé lam dugce vdi khuon
khé c6 han cia bai viét nay, chd dirng néi chi tdi ca ba. Muc
tiéu cta bai vi€t chi gidi han & noi viée doc cho ra nhitng chi
d@ chinh cia céc thé dang thin hoc nay, va xem cho biét cic
thé dang dy da thanh c6ng d&n midc nao trong c6 géng (ng dung
vao trong thuc hanh cic dudng hudng cung phuong phip ban
dén trong phan trudc.

Trong phin mOt, bai vi€t da cé dip nhdc d¢n Igi phe binh
danh thép clia Tissa Balasuriya 1&n 4n cho thin hoc Ty phuong
1a bj vin h6a cdm chin, 1a quy-gido hdi, 1a danh vu thé cho nam
gidi va né c8 thdi, 1a pho tu ban, 1a chéng cong sin, la khong
cdch mang, la thi€u hdn quan tdm d3i véi vi¢e phén tich xa hdi,
va qué Iy thuy&t.50 Tic gia giang rOng tay hoan nghénh dén tiép
trao luu phat trién céc thé loai thin hoc gidi phdng canh hudng
dugc phat dong tai nhitu nai trong thé gidi, coi d6 la litu thule
gididdc chonhitng hiu qua tic hai doloai thin hoc Tay phuong
néi trén day gly ra. Tuy nhién, do chinh ban chat cia chiing,
cic thé loai thAn hoc canh huGng 8y ciing roi din vao tinh trang
trd thanh nhing phin bd xé 1& riéng rdi, bdi chi bén ré vao
trong nhitng hoan cénh va kinh nghi¢m han hep cia nhing dia
phuong ca biét. Va nhu thé, c6 thé ching sé d8 sang mot bén,
khong Iuu tAm gi dén vin d¢ d@ phong nhitng § d0 va chi mufu
thOng tri toan cdu.

50. Tissa Balasuriya da ting theo hoc va I8y biing vé kinh (&€ nOng nghiép
tai dai hoc Oxford, va bing thin hoc tai dai hoc Gregoriana, Roma, cing
nhu tai dai hoc Paris; da titng lam vién trudng dai hoc AquinG bén Sri Lanka,
va hién dang Iam vigc tai Trung tdm nghién cdu vé Xa hgi va Ton gido tai
thii d6 Colombo. Ong 14 tac gid cia nhitu bai viét va tdc phdm sau ddy: Jesus
Christ and Human Liberation (1976); The Eucharist and HHuman Liberation,
(Maryknoll/New York, 1979); Planetary Theology, (Maryknoll/New York,
1984,
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Do dd, tic gia da d¢ ra giai phdp ma Ong goi la mOt nén “than
hoc toan va” (planetary theology):

“Di¢u dang cin... 1a mOt trao lvu trao d8i bién ching giva cic
cudc diu tranh dja phuong va thai cude thé gidi, giva thin hoc
dja phuong va mOt nén than hoc cd sit ménh gia cong tim hi¢u
v& y nghia cia cdc thyc tai toan céu... Phuong thic hanh dOng
vGi tdm hudng toan vi nhy the sé co gid tri hét sic 16n trong
cOng tic khai trién mdt chién luge toan ciu nhim din dén cai
cdch xa hoi. Chi c6 mt phuong thic hanh ddng toan vi kiéu
dy mdi du swc gitip cho chung ta biét tOn trong cic cd nhin con
ngudi bal aif ho & diu, bit chip di san ching tOc, mau da, tin
ngudng, phii tinh hay giai cip xa hdi cia ho la gi.”"!

Varoi, viin trung thanh véi phuong phap thin hoc gidi phong
va vdi quan ni¢m riéng cua minh v@ than hoc toan va, Bala-
suriya ti€p tuc bién luin, danh tron nia cuén sach ciia Ong, tua
dé Thén hoc Toan vii (Planetary Theology), dé lam mot cudc
phén tich v& h¢ théng chinh trj va kinh t& thé gidi, vé Chiu A,
v vién canh va nhirng muc ti€u cia mt trat ty mdi trong thé
gidi, vé nhitng chién luge nhim thyc hién nhitng cudc bién ddi
sidu rOng khiip noi lrong thé gidi, vé vai tro cia tOn gido d trong

tién trinh bién ddi dy, v& m&i lién hé glﬁ‘a Kito gido Tay phtrdng
va hé théng 18 chic cia thé gidi ngay nay, va cudi cang la vé
nhitng thich d6 ma Chau A dua ra cho Kitd gido.52 Bai viét
khong xét thdy cin phai dua ra mdt nhan xét dé lugng dinh xem
cong trinh phin tich xa hoi va chinh trj Balasuriya thyc hi¢n,
¢6 chinh xdc, va cic chién thuat Ong dé xuét nhim thiét dat mot
trit ty mdi cho thé gidi, cd thyc sy hitu hi¢u hay khéng Diéu

.mg luuy @ d.ay la xem Balasuriya da ciin ci nhu th€ nao trén
cd 53 k&t qua cua cude phﬁn tich 6ng thyc hién, d€ trinh bay
lai cic diém co ban trong gido ly kitd thco mdt thé cich biéu
dat mdi.

Tissa Balasuriya, Planetary Theology, 14.
52 Cudn Planetary Theology 3y 274 trang; thi da ¢6 150 trang danh d& néi

vé cudc phin tich xa hdi, 10n gido va vin hda; phan con lai danh d€ trinh
bay mOL hinh thde mdi trong cich biu dat cdc diém cd ban cia gido Iy kitd,
nhu: Thién Chida, Ddc Gitsu Kit6, gido hdi, khoa day gido Iy, viéc phung ty
va ddi sOng thiéng liéng.
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Theo Balasuriya thi hién c6 ba viin dé chinh ma Kito gido
phai dvong dau tai Chau A; d6 1a: cude ddu tranh cho su song
con ngm)‘i cudc chung sOng vdi cic 1On gido khic cia Chiu A,
va canh ap buc nit gidi Chéu A. D8 c6 thé khai trién mot nén
thin hoc toan vii trong bdi canh nhu thé, thi Balasuriya da thi
suy cifu lai vé mot s8 tin khodn co ban cda dic tin kitd. Thién
Chiia da dugc gidi thi¢u nhu 1a Dang tao dung va hon hét, nhu
la Ddng giai phéng. La DPang tao dung, Thién Chia quan tim
lo cho con ngudi va trdi dat sinh tOn sung tic thodi mai. Balasu-
riya di cO ndn didc ra mot thé quan binh gida mdt bén la viée
st dung tai nguyén trai dat dé thoa min céc nhu ciu cda loai
ngudi, va bén kia l1a cOng téc bio v¢ mai sinh. Roi dua theo
trinh thudt cda séch Xudt Hanh, Balasuriya da gigi thi¢u Thién
Chia nhu 1a Pang gidi phong, khong nhitng cta cic ngudi Do
théi, ma cOn ctia ca toan thé nhan loai ni7a.

Con nhitng suy tu cia Balasuriya vé Kitd hoc, thi nhdn manh
dén sit di¢p cia Duc Giésu lich sit n6i v& Nude Thién Chiia,
st diép ma Balasuriya da gidi thich cho riing d6 la mot sif di¢p
“chi v& mdt con ngudi mdi va mOt xa hdi mdi, chi vé nhing gia
tri mdi cia cdc c4 nhan va cla xa hgi,"S? va la mOt s diép qua
d6, Pic Giésu I&n ti€ng bao vé phdm gid cda ngudi ngheociing
nhu ctia nif gidi, va chi trich cdc giai cdp thé luc - tdn gido cing
nhu chinh trj. Da danh, Duc Giésu chi y€u la mt nha lanh dao
ton gido, nhung Balasuriya luu § thém la thai d0 va gido huéin
cta Ngai lién quan d&n yéu thuong, cong Iy va hoa binh, da trd
thanh “di€m tu cia cac cudc diu tranh cich mang cho céc gia
trj &y” va c6 thé “khoi hing cho thai dd dac bi¢t chid tim dén
viéc xAy dung mot md miu phat trién kinh (& va xa hi vi Igi
ich cha dai da s6 quin ching nhan dan, hon la chi nhiim vu dai
mot thiéu s6 tinh hoa.”5* Khong phi nhan, nhung Balasuriya
cing da khong ban chi dén thién tmh cua Duc Gicsu; tréi [ai.
6ng thich néi d€n “Bc Kitd vii try” va “su vién mén toan vi,’
ho#ic 1a d&n “chitu kich kitd” (Christic dimension), d¢ tir d6 rit
ra nhitng ham y chi vé& mOt n&n than hoc toan va:

53. Ibid,, 167.
54. Ibid., 179.
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“Viéc suy tr vé chiéu kich vi tru cia Pic Kitd, c6 thé dua din
ching ta d&n chd bi¢t nhdn dinh lai m{t s& nhing sai léch co
ban trong nhirng gi thudng duge coi 1a tu tudng kitd. Cudc tao
dung cin phdi dugc quan niém lai, tiic 1a cin phdi dugc hiéu
thco cich thuc Puc Kitd hién dién trong toan b thuc tai tao
vit. M0t cich nhdn thuc nhy th€ sé dnh hudng sdu ddm dén
thdi d) cia ching ta adi vdi vii tru. Tinh thdn tOn trong thién
nhién vad mdi lvu tdm d& gin gid thién nhién cho khodi bj 6
nhiém, can kit va tan phd, roi s¢ mang dwge mot chidu kich
kitd sdu rong.

“Mfu nhiém Nhdp Thé va Citu Chudc ciing sé phdi dugc quan
ni¢m lai, e 12 khdng phéi chi don thudn duoc hi€u cin cif theo
cudc ddi va quang thoi gian sOng tai the cia Dirc Giésu thanh
Nadarét ma thoi, nhung con cin phai luu tdm dén y nghia toan
vii bao ham ci chiéu kich vii tru cia Pic Kitd nia. Va nhu thé,
lich s\ loai ngudi sé duge ddnh gid lai d€ dugc hi€u nhy la thai
dai thudn 1gi cho vi¢c nhin loai minh triét trd vé cung Pang
Tao Hoa, qua va trong Dirc Kitd. Mac khai s& dugce hiéu nhu 1a
mottién trinh lién tuc, bit diu vdi cdng cude tao dung va khong
bao gi¢r chdm diit. Ngoai Kinh Thanh va truyén thdng kitd ra,
si di¢p cua Thién Chia gii d&€n cho loai ngudi con cin phai
duge kham phd cho ra va cho khiém t0n ngay tai trong thién
nhién, tai trong lich s va trong chinh ban thdn cia ching ta
nua. Céc t0n gido, cic nén thin hoc va cic phong trao khic
trong nhén loai cing ¢in phai dugc nhin nhdn 1a nhing thanh
phan niim trong tién trinh bi€u hién 4y cia Duc Kitd. Bdi viy,
linh dao cua thdi dai toan vii s hinh thanh nhw 14 hoa trdi cia
viéc suy ni¢m vé th& gidi, v& cinh théng khd cia nhing con
ngudi dang c6 mit & trong d6, va vé nhing y dinh quan phong
cua Thién Chia ddi vdi toan bd cong trinh tao dung.”

- Khoa gido hoi hoc cia Balasuriya thi lai y&u ciu phai lam
mOt cudc “hoédn cdi” nhim dem sit ménh cta Gido hdi thoat ra
khoinhitng 1dng lo cho viéc sGng con clia minh va cing cd chinh
minh, ma dva vé v3i cOng cudc gidi phéng con ngudi: “Mot khai
ni¢m ddi mdi, mOt khéi niém toan vi vé s ménh va vé cdng
tdc phic 4m hda, tat phii danh vu tién cho viéc ¢6 xdy va ddy
manh céc quan h¢ lién ddi—xay dung trén né&n tang cac gia trj

55. Ibid., 189-190.
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kinh thanh cia thé ch€ cong chinh, tic la cia Nudc Thién
Chida—gitra nhifng ¢4 nhan cing nhu gitta cic dan tdc.”5¢ Cude
hoan cdi ma Gido hoi dang ra sidc ti€n hanh, phai la mot cudc
hoén cai bao gdm ca nhing thé ch& xa hdi nita, chi khong phai
chi 1a m6t nd lyc riéng tu ndi céc cd nhadn ma thoi. Trong cOng
tac dy, Gido hdi phai hgp tic vdi cic phia ddi 1ap con tiém tang
hodc dang ¢6 mit trong thyc t&, ching han nhu la cic ngudi
theo chid thuy& Mécxit hay xa hoi chi nghia. B3i vdi ndi bd
cudc sOng cia chinh Gido hoi, Balasuriya 1&n ting yéu ciu
duyét xét lai muc dich va sit ménh cac DOng tu, cing nhu cong
viéc truyen gido do ngudsi kitd Thé Gidi Thit Ba ti€n hanh nhim
phuc vu Th€ Gidi Thi Nhit cung nhing gidi vu ti trong cic
nude Thé Gidi Thit Ba, va dong thdi citu xét viée can phai xda
bd nhitng ranh gidi gido phai, cing nhu cin phai gidi phong
phu ni¥ cho khoi tinh trang ky thj gidi tinh trong I2 16i t6 chiic
ctia Gido hoi.

Budc sang lanh vyc day gido ly va phung ty, Balasuriya da
gidi thich Mudi Dieu Riin va Bay Bi Tich thco mdt céch thic
mdi, tic 1a néu bat nhitng ham § v& xa hoi tiém &n ¢ trong do6.
Ong ciing Ién ti€ng chi trich tinh céch c4 nhan chi nghia cung
né nghi thic trong I 16i phung ty kitd, va nhin manh dén nhu
cdu can phal ¢6 mot thé dang phung vu hudng tdi hanh dong
cu thé >’ cin phai dua cdc ngay I€ viin hda vao trong phung vu
cling nhu cin phai biét thu dung céc nghi thic, cic biéu tugng
va céc kinh thu thénh cia céc ton gido khong-kit6.58

Cudi cuing, Balasuriya khai trién mot hudng linh dao cong
ly. Tac gia d6i chi€u linh dao phgng ty vdi linh dao tién tri, coi
thé dang dau 1a niing tinh chit ci nhan chu nghia va sung mg,
dé coi thé dang sau 12 thyc sy tryc chi hudng v& vdi cong cudc
bi€n ddi xa hoi. Linh dao cdng Iy hi¢u long tin vao Thi¢n Chia
nhu 1a mot cude dén thin vdi trach nhiém phai bict tin tudng
56. Ibid., 194.

57. xin xem ibid., 226-243.
58. Xinxem 1b|d 243-251, cling nhy thién trinh bay nhing ham y chinh tri

va xa hQi tiém &n ndi bi tich Thanh Thé, trong cu6n Eucharist and Human
Liberation.
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sdu xa vao ndi da ti¢n caa lich sk, xdc tin réing trong da tién dé,
cic moi tuong quan giffa céd nhan, trong xa hdi va trong hoan
cau din dan s¢ duge cai thién; hiu niém hy vong nhi 13 mot
datac déng trudrng ky va diy Iac quan, d&don tron lyc vao trong
vi¢e xdy dung tuong lai; va hiu l(‘)ng yéu thuong nhu la hoa
trai do céng ly mang lai. Téc gid cing dua ra nhitng dé nghi rdt
cu thé v& céch thic thyc hanh 1am sao dé ¢ dugc dic cong Iy
xa hoi, va phic hoa ra nhidu phuong sach cho [ 16 hoat dong
chinh trj diit co s trén can dim, khon ngoan va On hoa.?

Thin hoc toan vii do Balasuriya d@ xuét, da dic biét theo st
phuong thiic suy cifu cia thin hoc gidi phéng, tic 1 bit d‘.‘iu
suy tu L vi¢e phan tich xa hoi va ti€p tuc dua theo nén tang ay
mé rit ra nhitng nhén dinh thn hoc. (°)ng da co cOng trong viéc
lam cho nguai ta chu y dén nhu cau can phéi quan ni¢m va bicdu
dat thin hoc guu phong theo mot céch thic toan vi, lam sao
dé trdnh cho tim trong y(,u ctia cic nén than hoc cinh huﬁng

hay dja phwong khdi bj gidm thiéu di, va d€ dit cic nén thin
hoc nay vao trong bdi canh chung cia cédc hé thOng ap bic va
bit cOng trén toan thé gidi. Pang ca nggi nira, la vi@c Ong dat
trong tam sif ménh cua Gido hdi vao ndi cong tic giai phdng,
cungnéu bat chieu kich xa hoicia phung vu va cécbitich. Gita
cdc nha than hoc Chau A, dng 1a ngudi dau tién dé xudng viéc
thit dya theo vién cinh Chau A ma trinh bay theo mot dang
thite mdi, nhitng diém chi y&u trong gido Iy dic tin kito.

Tuy nhién, du ¢6 don hét chi § vao vige dya theo vién cinh
Chau A ma khai trién mot nén thin hoc toan vi, thi ngoai 15i
kéu goi dua cdc ngay 1€, cac nghi thic va céc kinh thy ton gido
vaotrongsinh hoat phung ty, tic gid ciing kh(‘)ng noird g1 nhiéu
dLH viéc hdi nhip cic lruyEn th’ng vdn hoa va tén gido Chiu
A vao trong h¢ thdng thin hoc cid 6ng. Ching han, khong thiy
dé ramdt cd gﬁng nao nhiim quan niém lai vé Thién Chda hay
ve Thién Chiia Ba Ng6i trong dnh séng cia tu tudng tOn gido
Hindu, hoicla cia Phét gido Theravada (ti€u thira) khong-hiu
than (non-theistic). Trong phén bién luan vé Kit6 hoc, du cé

59. Xin xem Planetary Theology, 254-274.
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néu Ién khdi niém ve chi@u kich kitd, thi cing khong thiy c6
mot 10i gidi thich nao vé cach thice chi@u kich 4y hién dién lrong
céc ton gido tai Chau A, hoic la lam cho céc t6n gido kia nén

Lrngnghlém "va “ing nghi¢m” thcomdt y nghia nao. Rblcung
ching thiy c6 mOt nd lyc ro rang nao nhim tdi viéc cdy trong
cOng binh xa hdi vao trong 16i sGng thuc thi khé nghto ty
nguy&n cuia doi tu hanh tai Chiu A. N6i chung, hé th6ng than
hoccua Balasuriya chila mot thé dang than hoc gidi phong theo
quan diém Chéu A, chi chua phai, ca v& mit t6n gido lan viin
h6a, la m6t nén than hoc thuc sy Chau A.

Phan thiéu tréng dy da dugc hiu hi b6 khuy€t bdi cic tic
ph&m than hoc cia Choan- Scng Song.%0 Trude ddy, bai vict da
c6 dijp nhdc dén 10i phé binh cua tdc gid Song cho la than hoc
Chéu A chiu anh hudng qua ning cta thin hoc Ty phuong,
cung nhu ldi 6ng d& nghj xﬁy dung mOt n€n thdn hoc din o
dich thyc vdi céc tu li¢u tiém lang trong s'c ning hinh dung
ctia Chdu A va trong hoat ddng giai phong thuc thi vi lgi ich
tha nhin cung dugc xdy dung trén cd sd long x6t thuong cua
Thién Chia. Con nhirng gi tac gia dua ra dé nhandjnh phé binh
60. Choan-Seng Song hi¢n lam gido su day thdn hoc va mon nghién ciu vé
cdc nén vin h6a Chiu A, tai Pacific School of Religion & Berkeley, bang
California, Hoa Ky, va tai 'Iruung Thiin Hoc Bong Nam Chéu A. Theo hoe
tri€t hoe tai Pai hge Quéc gia Dai Loan (d4u bing B.A.) va thin hoc tai
New College ciia Pai hoe Edingburg (d4u bing B.D.), Song di Iay biing tién
sT (thin hoc Ph.D.) tai Union Theological Seminary & New York. Ong da
ting lam gidm d8c Trudng Thin hoc Dai Nam, Dai Loan; 1dm gido su thinh
gidng tai Trudng Than hoe Princeton va lam phu td glam doc Vin phong
thu ky cua Uy ban vé& “Buc tin va The ché" thude Hoi Dﬁng bai K€t Cic
Gido Hdi Kité (World Council of Churches) tai Gid-ne-vd, Thuy Si. Sau diy
14 cdc tdc phdm chinh cda Ong: Christian Mission in Reconstruction. An Asian
Analysis (Madras, 1975/ Maryknoll/New York, 1977); The Third-Fye Theol-
ogy. Theology in Formation in Asian Settings (Maryknoll/New York, 1982,
1990); The Tears of Lady Meng. A Parable of People’s Political Theology
(World Council of Churches/Geneva 1981 / Matyknoll/New York 1982);
The Compassionate God (Maryknoll/New York, 1982); Tell Us Our Names.
Story Theology from an Asian Perspective (Maryknoll/New York, 1984);
Theology from the Womb of Asia (Maryknoll/New York, 1982), va tic phdm
ba cudn vé Kitd hoc dang hinh thinh: cu6n d4u da ra mdt cong ching vdi
tya dé Jesus, The Crucified People (New York, 1990); tya dé hai cu6n tiép
theo 1a: Jesus and the Reign of God va Jesus in the Power of the Spirit.
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vé cic gido hoi va céc thé dang thin hoc kité Chiu A thi da
dugc ngdm chi trong cudn sach dau tién cia 6ng; trong do, tic
gia da thi dua theo cdch nhin Chau A ma quan niém lai vé st
ménh kito. Song yéu ciu “lam 1& b&€ mac” cho cac s vy (truyén
gido) cda gido hoi TAy phuong tai nude ngoai, d€ “mirng vui vi
gio hoi cua Thé Gidi Thit Ba da r6t cudc dat dén tudi trudng
thanh, mirng vui vi gido hdi ndy da c6 gan da dd dé tuyén bd ro
ring chuong sau cung cia lich sit Ty phuang v& céc st vu
(truyén gido) nude ngoai da ddt khoat chim hét.”é!

Téc gid quan ni¢m riing st ménh kitd dam ré tr trong hai
dié¢m gido ly song doi v& cong trinh Thién Chia tao dyng va
nhép thé. Tuong Wng vdi hanh dong Thién Chia tao dung, s
ménh kit phai duge ti€n hanh trong b6n lanh vyc nhu sau:
viin hoa, lich s, xa hoi, va chinh tri. Tugng ung vdi hanh dong
Thién Chia ty hiy minh di trong bi€n ¢6 nhép thé, sit ménh
kitd phai diit khodt 10t bo théi dd chi bi€t bo bo lo sao cho da
trién duong ctia minh ngay cang Idn rong thém I&n, va thay vao
dd, phii bict lo cho Igi ich cia nhén loai, vi, theo 6ng Song nhén
dinh, “bao lau gido hoi con bén tdm lo nghi vé dic chit cda
minh, v& mifc phon thinh va an toan cla riéng minh, thi by lau
chuyén gido hi phuc vu sit ménh cia Pic Kité—sit ménh ty
hiy minh di—chi la chuyén m6i mép."62

Tiép tuc dya theo dnh sdng ciia ban chit sit ménh kit6—Ila
st ménh ¢6 bon phén bi€u dugng sy hién dién cia Difc Kitd &
trong thé gidi qua cac hoat ddng xay dung cOng Iy va hoa binh,
—Ong Song suy cifu lai vé céc bi tich, dic biét la bi tich Thanh
Thé. Dai vdi Ong, céc trin tranh céi vé bi tich da tirng dién ra
gitra cic phia Cong giéo va Tin lanh, déu dugc coi nhu 1a nhitng
trin ddnh s& di da xay ra la vi bat dong ve céc van de gido hoi,
gido phéi, phung vu: hi€u nhy thé la khong ding; cho ding
han, thi phii coi la cac bi tich ¢é quan h¢ d&n sit ménh kitd. Bi
tich la nhing 1i néi thé hién qua hanh dong nhim ti€n hanh
cudc gidi phéng xa hdi chinh tri. Hon nita, ching can phai duge
nhan thic trong khudn cia tinh bitich cta vi tru, trong dé moi

61. Christian Mission in Reconstruction, 1.
62. Ibid., 76.
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sy déu mang tinh chit bitich dudi mot dang thic tiém tang, bdi
vi thé gidi da dugc dyng nén bdi Thién Chda, va da duge citu
do bdi Puc Kitd. Theo cach thife d6, Ong Song bidn gidi tidp
riing “nhu thé, khéi niém v& mot vii try mang tinh chét bi tich
tat phai c6 di kha ning dé gidp ching ta ndi rOng tam hoat
dOng ctia sit ménh kitd. Di¢u d6 nhidc nhd cho ching ta nhd lai
ring khéng ¢6 mot lanh vuc hoat ddng nao dugce goi lalanhvuc
ton gido cd ranh gidi ré rang va danh riéng cho vi¢ce thyc thisa
ménh kitd cd. S\ ménh kitd ¢6 bén phéin phifu quan tim dén
(lﬂ't ca) nhing mGi quan tdm cla con ngudi vé mat vin hod va
xa hoi, cing nhu dén (14t cd) nhing gi con ngudi cin dén ve
mit ton gido.”s3

Dya thco mo hinh kinh thanh cia cudc Xuét hanh, 6ng Song
ti€p tuc cin ké giai thich dai rong ve chitu kich xa hdi chinh trj
cta sit ménh kitd, tie 1a tac vu ¢ xdy ty do trong gido hdi cing
nhu gita xa hoi:

“Khong thé nao Gido hoi chay thoit duge ma khong phai doi

dién vdi ddi hoi cda dire tin minh, budc minh phéi dung vé phia

dong dao quan ching nhan din trong cuc ddu tranh cho cong

Iy, binh dang va tu do. Nhung Gido hdi cung khong thé dong y

vdi viée sit dung cudng luc dua dén chd 48 méu va gdy ra hin

thu. Ding khic, Gido héi cing khing thé ldng ytn ding nhin
tham trang tan tanh 46 vo cla chinh co cdu cdng Iy ma nhin
din da can dam cd cOng xdy dung cho dvoc, bat chip moi kho
khidn va hi€m nguy. Th¢ nén, sit ménh cua Gido hdi la & chd
cung ing mot nén tang tinh thuong kién ¢& a€ trén d6—va chi
trén d6 ma thoi—cdng 1y ¢d thé thi¢t dat cho minh mdt co ciu
cO ¥ nghia va tuong doi bén 1a g

Khong thé ban d¢n sit ménh kitd tai Chiu A ma khong dé
cép tdisy hién dién va vai trd cua cac ton gido khong-kito. Tac
gia Song xdc tin r’dng trong c()ng tdc d6i thoai vdi cc tOn gido
Chau A, tinh chat (val trd) phd quat cia Dic Kitd cin phai
dugc cOng bd; du ¢ duge cOng nhidn hay khﬁng. thi hin on hu¢
thé hi¢n noi c4c ton gido Ay cing phai cd lién h¢ vdi dn sing

63. Ibid., 111.
64. Ibid., 158-159.
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Thién Chiia ban qua Dirc Giésu Kitd. Tuy nhién, tic gid khong
dongy vdi hoc thuyét choring cic ton gido khong-kitd 1a khdng
gi khidc ngoai prae[)amr:o evangelica hay praeparatio incar-
nationis (budc chuén bj cho Phic Am hay cho c6ng cudc Nhap
thé), theo d6, ciic ton gido Ay khdng c6 mot gié tri ndi tai nao,
vavith¢, mot khi cude Nhap Thé di thanh tyu, thiching khéng
con (o gid tri) hitu dung nita. Tac gid chd trugng riing “da ting
hi¢n di¢n lic khdi dau cude tao dung va nay da trd thanh hién
di¢n trong Ditc Gi¢su Kitd, thi médi mai Ldi caa Thién Chida
vin la nén !dng cua ddi song dao didc (linh dao) con ngudi.”6s
BGn phén clia st vy truy@n giao la it tin dO cia cic ton gido
khdc ra trude sy hién dién cia Date Kitd. C6 thé 1a ho d6n nhén
(trd lai vai) Dadce Kitd; tuy nhién, sy viée d6n nhén ay khong c6
nghia la phai diit khodt cit dit vdi nhitng lién hé t6n gido va
vin héa tirng ¢o trude dé caa mbi ngudi; do do6, rat cé thé sé
¢6 nhitng tin do Phét gido Kito, Hindu Kit6, Khdng gido Kitd
va vin vin.

Cudi cung, tic gia Song da khuycn cdo la nén lam sao dé st
ménh kitd tai Chiu A triit bd hin digu ma 6ng goi 1A “ndo trang
n¢ hinh thii” (morphological fundamentalism), tic 1a cdc gido
hoi tai Chéu A ¢in phdl lo gdng hét sitc d€ loai bd nhitng hang
rao ngin cach gitra cic gido phai (trong céc lanh vife 10 chirc
quan tri, phung vu, va thin hoc: 1a nhdng di san do cic gido
phii/gido hdi géc Tay phuong d€ lai), th4i do “du dé” ton gido,
va chi truong tinh hoa truy@n gido (cho riing khong phai tat
ca, ma chi mot sG thoi mdi la nhing ngudi truyén gido).o6

Trong céc tic pham xudt ban sau d6, 6ng Song da trinh bay
lai, vai nhu’ng thay d6i kha ro trong quan diém, vé hai chi dé
chinh cia dng, tic la: cOng tac ban xit hoa qua cach dung kha
ning hinh dung vin hoa, va hoat dong xa hoi chinh tri. Néu
trong cudn sach diu cia dng childc dic c6 mot vai ghichd trung
din céc vian phdm Chéu A (hau hét cic chi thich déu trung
din céc tic gia Chiu Au hay Bic My), thi Lrong nhitng cudn

sdch xudt bin sau d4, viée st dung céc ngudn tu licu Chéu A

65. 1bid., 197.
66. Xin xem ibid., 229-236.
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da dot nhién tang I&n rat nhicu. B khong phai la viée lam
khong cd cha ¥, vi bily gi¢r, Ong dang mudn viét v& mét “nén
than hoc con mit tha ba” (“Third- Fye Thcofngy”). T ng “con
mit thit ba” xudit x1d tr Phit gido, va ¢ y chi v& khi niing thiy
ra dugc nhing vung cho dén nay chua bao gif nghe ndi dén vi
bi che khuat khéi tdm nhin cta ching ta bdi chinh tinh trang
ngu d6t chia chiing ta. Tuy 12 mOt nén thiin hoc mang niing tinh
chat Latinh va Bic, nhung cho d&n nay, nén thiin hoc Tay
phuong lai ndm tron ca the lyc va dnh hudng tai Thé Gidi Thi
Ba (6ng Song coi d6 la “tinh trang thian hoc bj cAm ¢4 trong
nguc td cta dnh hudng Latinh va To-tong (Duc)"™). D¢ thodt
cho khoi cénh nd 1€ 4y, thi cdc nha thin hoc Chau A phai bict
md con mit thd ba ra, tic 1a dung d&€n “kha ning nhin thic va
thau hiéu cé sifc gitip ho nim dugc § nghia titm &n & dudi mit
ndi cla cdc sy vit va cic hién tugng. "6’

Theo 6ng Song, thin hoc kitd Chiu A cin bit diu khong
phdi 13 tif nhitng nguyén téc triru tugng va lﬁng qual nhung la
tir hai thyc kién cin ban nay, d6 1a: tinh yéu va khd dau; tinh
yéu, bdi vi Dﬁ'ng Thién Chia hoat d0ng trong lich sit da duge
Kinh Thanh miéu ta nhu la agape (tinh yéu); va khé dau, bdi
vi Difc Phat da séng sudt nhén ra riing doi 1a khd dau, cung nhu
bdi vivo s quin ching nhin dan Chau A dang phaisOng trong
mot trang hudng khd dau hét sic 1n lao. Ngubn xuiit phat va
kha nang ti€n hanh caa thiin hoc la chinh tinh yéu Thi¢n Chiia,
tinh yéu ma Ngdl biéu 16 ra & trong cOng cude tao dyng vi ciu
chudc, hoic, néi theo kiéu cua ﬁng Song, ¢ trong “ndi kho tam
cda Thién Chda.” Tinh yéu dy cia Thién Chiia la mot tinh yéu
hién con dang dau khd tai mot noi va mot thai nhat dinh nao
d6 & trong th€ gidi. Ngdm suy v€ tinh yéu &y cia Thi¢n Chia,
thdn hoc

“sé bt diu khong phdi 1a vdi viéc hoc hoi vé Thién Chuia,

nhung ¢ IE 12 vdi viéc hoc hoi vé nhén loai, viée hoc hoi vé din
chiing va vé& th€ gidi, tit mot 10, vai viée hoc hoi vé cong trinh
tao dyng cia Thién Chia. Con ngudi vdi nhirng van d¢ cua no

—xa hoi, chinh tri, tim ly, mdi sinh, hay bit cu gi khic nra—Ia

nhing gi s€ lam nén d6i tugng cia thin hoc. Con the gidi vdi
67. Third-Eye Theology, xi.
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cic thit y thic h¢, t8 chic va co cdu, vdi cdc ton gido, cic loai
nghd thudt va thi ca, thi s&é cung Wng nhirng chi dé cu thé &
lam nén mdt n&n thin hoc sOng ddng. Thé 12 todn thé vi tru
vgi hét thay moi kho khin va vin dé gip thiy & trong do, déu
cin dén cdng tac phin tich va gidi thich cda thin hoc.”

Vin tiép tyc ti€n budc theo con dudng phuong phédp clia
ri¢ng minh Song dadanh nhﬂngchUUng daitrongséch cia 6ng
délam mot cude phan tich viin héa xi hoi v& Chiu A, cling nhu
d¢ trinh bay v& céc t0n gido Chiu A.% Cudc phan tich nay da
dugce dung lam hiu cinh cho tién trinh than hoc di tir thé ché
on gido din toc chuyén quy&n (mh Ong Song goi la thé ché&
hudng tam, centrism) ciia Do thdi gido va Kitd gido, budc sang
tinh trang bién ddng trong céc qudc gia dan toc Chau A. Mot
cudc di ddng nhu thé—cudc di ddng ma téc gid goila “giai doan
chuyén dich"—sé vén md cho thﬁy Thién Chda hién dién &
trong phan dit ménh mong nay cta th€ gigi, mot phin dat nim
¢ ngoai cdc truyén thdng Do thdi-Kitd. Trong cuén The Com-
passionate God (Ddng Thién Chiia Giau Nhdn di), tac gia Song
di giai thich cho thiy tai sao thé ch& hudng tim 1a mot  trong
nhirng trd ngai chinh chov:ccxﬁy dyng thin hoc Chau A. Thé
nén, d€ ¢6 thé hoan thanh “giai doan chuyén dich,” thi budc
diu tién cin phdi lam, la nhin cho ra nhing sic ning tiém in
¢ trong Cyu Udc, nhing sic ndng da titng kéo itraen ra khoi
th¢ ch& hudng tam d€ dat ho vao trong quan hé giao t&€ vdi cic
din nudc khéc. Butde thit hai 12 tim hiéu v& céc 6 ging ma Dic
Kitd da thyc hi¢n nhiim gidi thodt dan toc minh cho khoi canh
hudng tim dy ca tdn gido va dan toc ho. Budc thit ba 1a khdm
phd chora nerng cach thic Thién Chia hién dién vdi on ciu
do clia Ngai, & gitta nhitng khd dau cia céc dan toc Chau A
dang ph'u cong lung ganh chju Cdnh sang nghco ting, ach ap
bifc va bt cong. C6 thé, thi mot nén than hoc chinh hi¢u Chéau
A mdi 16 dang Ién dlfUC

Trong cOng trinh n4n diic nén nén than hoc dan tdc nhu thé,

68. Ibid., 95.
69. Xinxem chidng han The Compassionate God, 145- -260 (trong phén nay,

tic gid da 1Am mot cude phin tich lich st vé Trung Hoa va Dai Loan), va
Theology from the Womb of Asia, 19-42.
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6ng Song da thudng xuyén dung dén rét nhidu cAu chuyén, bai
thd, miu truyén dan gian, ti€u lhuyg‘.'l, va hoa ph§m khécnhau,
chon loc tit khdp nai trong Chau A. NGi bat nita I cic danh
ngon va gido hufin ctia cac bac hien triét ton gido cing nhy gido
thuyé&t cia cdc ton gido Chau A. Ong da gm suy ve n%i sAu khd
va niém hy vong ciia mot thi€u phu Viét Nam phai sGng trong
canh gda bua cd don, da doc cho ra tinh chit bitich cia mot bat
com, da suy tu v& viéc phung ty t& tién, da dién gidi cac bai tha
haiku va cac tiéu thuy€t cia Nhit Ban, da bé gay xitng xich
cam budc sic ning gidi phéng cla cic bai dan ca Dai Loan va
Dai Han, da ca tung thi phdm ciia mOt ngudi cdch mang bi cdm
tu bén Philippines, da gidi thich v& ngu y ciia cic bic tranh bi€m
hoa da kich Reagan va Dang Ti€u Binh, va da vén md cho thiy
“tinh c4ch phé binh siéu viét” cia cic va di¢u gia trang.”®

Diéng dic biét luu y 1a phin sdng tdc ma Ong Song da dua
theo miu truyén déin gian Trung quéc v& Ba Meng ma thuc
hién nh¥m trinh bay v& thin hoc chinh trj. Cau chuyén la th¢
nay: chdng cia Ba Meng da bj TAn Thdy Hoang D& gi€t 1am
t&€ phim hy sinh nhan djp xiy trudng thanh d& phong thi, va
xuong cOt ciia Ba thisau khi bj nghi@n nét thanh trobuido1énh
Hoang D€ vi t0i Ba da ca ddm I&n tiéng nguy@n ria hanh dong
4c dOc va bit cOng cia nha vua, cudi cung lai tu v& trong mot
con ci nho.

Lich st ciia mdt din nudc khong chu yéu hé tai d noi cic
hoang d&, cic vua chiia hay t6ng th6ng hoic ch tich nha nudc;
ciing ching hé tai trudc hét & ndi tidu sit cua cic anh hung cach
mang. Céi lam cho lich sif trd thanh that sy la lich si, chinh la
nhan dén, trong d6, hdn thiéng ciia Ba Meng s6ng con —nhén
din ma du c6 bj ha nhuc khinh miét va lam dung béc 10t, thi
ciing viin birng s6ng ddy dé 14y sic nang phuc sinh ma d6i dau
vdi quyén lyc ctia than chét...

“La nhifng ngudi kitd cia Chiu A, ching ta ciing da dugc sap

nhép vao trong chinh trao luu 4y cia lich sir nhdn dan. Dicu

ching ta mu6n viét nén, khong phai 1a ljich s “kit0.” Bao liu
70, Xin xem moét s8 thi du & trong cu6n The Theology from the Womb of
Asia.
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ching ta con mudn viét si kiu 4y, thi by l4u thién si ching
la viél ra, ciing vin la khong hon khong kém mot thién su
truy&n gido, mOt thit lich sir quanh quén ghi vé cdc tin doan va
gido phdi khic nhau. Nhung n€u ching ta bit diu biét nim tay
nhau d€ cung viét lich sir vdi cic ddng bao Chiu A cia chiing
ta, thi rdi ngd ngang, chiing ta s¢ nhén ra ring hoa ra thién sir
4y chinh 1a lich sit cua thip gid va phuc sinh tai Chiu A.”""

Trong phin trinh bay v& Kit0 hoc, téc gid Song cif mai ty hdi
minh riing c6 phai tron hai ngan nim nay, Ditc Giésu hing chd
dgi d€ ling nghe xem tir phfa céc phin ddt dja cau goi la Thé
Gidi, Thit Ba, dic biét la tif Chau A, c6 vong lén duge mét 1di
gi mdi n6i v& Ngai hay khong. D tré 1di cho cAu hdi d6, dng
Song di cg sitc tim ki€m cho ra nhitng mAu chuyén v& nhing
kh6 dau va bao hanh ap bifc ma cdc dan toc Chau A dang phai
chiu, nhim xay 1én mot nén Kitd hoc dim ré tir bén dudi, cé
stic d0ng nhdt héa Diic Gidsu vdi ngudi dan dang bj dong dinh,
nam ciing nhu ni. 72

Than hoc ctia dng Song 1a mdt thé dang thin hoc thuc sy cé
duge mot ti€ng ndi tién tri cudng ding, mot da luc don thic
minh li¢t ddy sic ning gidi phdng, va d6 ciing la mot méu thin
hoc da dugce tim udp trong tinh hoa mau m@ cia nén viin héa
v céc tOn gido Chau A, da dugc sinh ddng héa bdi mdt kha
niang hinh dung phong phi, cing nhu da duge mot 16i viét linh
hoat trang diém cho duyén déng thém I&n. Ngoai ra, n6 ciing
da dugc truyen thong Cai Cach (Tin Lanh) nudi nang sung tic,
vdi khuynh hudng nhdn rdt manh dén Loi Chda va thép gia
cua Dic Kitd. Céc viin ban gidi thiu no, thi da dugce théu dét
khéo I¢o tya nhu cdc tdm tham mudn mau, ching chit ndi két
cdc trinh thudit Kinh Thinh chdng chéo vdi nhitng tuyén tu
tudng cua vin hda va tén gido Chiu A, dua theo cip truc séng
dodi—bén xo4n chit ché vdi nhau va cling 6 cho 1dn nhau—
cua vi¢c hdi nhiip vin hda va cia cong téc gidi phdng xa hoi
chinh trj. Ngudi ta ¢6 thé thAm udc ring chd gi 6ng Song da
bict luu § d&n diy dd hon d€ dirng gat b siéu hinh hoc ra mot
71. The Tears of Lady Meng, 65. Con c¢6 c¢i mdt loat miu truyén rat hay

khdc & trong culn Tell Us Our Names.
72. Xin xem Jesus, The Crucified People, d4c biét 1a chuong cudi.
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bén mot cach qua dé dang nhu thé, va bi€t dao siu bdi rong
hon vao trong céc him md triét hoc ciia céc t6n gido Chau A,
trong khi Ong gia cOng suy cifu nhlim xy dyng mot nén thin
hoc Chau A v& Thién Chiia va thé gidi. Nhung, chic hin cong
trinh cia Ong la mdt thé dang thin hoc ky thult (narrative
theology) da dat dugc dén chép dinh cia thé loai dy.

Chinh 0ng Song ciing da ddnh gia rdt cao v& mot thd dang
than hoc ky thuat khéc, tic la Than hoc Tién din (Minjung
theology).™ La mOt tir ghép Dai Han gitf nguyén khong dich
ra, Minjung gdm hai i g6c han 1a min (c6 nghia la manh, din)
va jung (c6 nghia la chuing, nhidu ngudi, dai ching). D& chung
lai, thi tor ghép Minjung c6 nghia la dai ching nhan din hay la
dan ching. Tuy nhién, theo djnh nghia cia Moon Dong-whan,
thi trong thdn hgc Minjung, it ghép Minjung chi vé toan thé
dan ching bj 4p bic v& mit chinh trj, bj bc 10t v@ miat kinh (&,
bj tha hda v& mit xa hdi, con v& mit van héa thi lai bj thé ché
xa hoi hién hanh kim ham giam chit & trong vong ngu din that
hoc.”4 La mot dang thé thin hoc mang tinh chit hoan toan ban
xtt, Thin hoc Tién din di phét sinh tir thién s (saga) dai diing
ding cua gdng cum 4p bifc va ha nhuc ma cic thé luc ¢d Idn
nhu Trung quéc, Nhit Ban va Nga ciing céc gidi tinh hoa trong
xa hdi cic nudc 8y, da d4t niing 1én trén vai ctia nhin dan Dai
Han. Tinh trang chia c4t dit nudc thanh hai min Nam va Bic
nhu dang thdy hién nay, cing 1a mQt trong nhing hdu qua ma
tinh trang nudc ngodi thdng trj da dua tdi.

73. Xinxem Theology from the Womb of Asia, 70-71 va 159-161, trong d6,
tac gid ban vé khéi niém han va vi¢e dung dén céc vi difu gid trang trong
Thén hoc Tién dén. Xin cing xem bai viét cia cung mét tdc gid “Building
a Theological Culture of People,” trong Jung Young Lee (ed.), An Emerging
Theology in World Perspective. Commentary on Korean Minjung Theology,

119-134.
74. Xinxem Wonmo Dong (ed.), Korean-American Relations at Crossroads

(Princeton/New York, 1982),17. V& thu myc céc tdc phdm chinh viét vé
Thin hoc Ti¢n dén, xin xem Jung Young Lee (ed.), An Emerging Theology
in World Perspective, 211, Tac phiim quan trong nhét viét v& thin hoc tign
dén, 14 cu6n Minjung Theology: People as the Subjects of History, Uy Ban
Dic trach v& cdc Van dé Thin hoe cua Hi¢p Hoi Kitd Chau A (Maryknoll/
New York, 1983).
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Héu canh gin diy nhit cia Than hoc Tién dén la cudc ddu
tranh do cdc nhém Kitd, trf thifc va cdng nhan khdi xudng dé
chong lai nhiing bt cong va ch€ dd ddc tai cia Park Chung-hi
trong thip ky bay muoi. Cin ban trong viéc gy dung 1én Thin
hoc Tién dan la thdi d6 ddn than va hanh déng tham gia vao
cudc dau tranh nhim mang lai nhitng d6i thay trong cac lanh
vuc xa hoi, chinh trj va kinh t& Xét vé mit phuong phap, théi
d¢ din than ¢4 nhdn nhu th€ 1a muln ndi Ién réing khi cAn phai
lam théin hoc, phuong thiic quan trong nhét trong thudt truyén
dat t tudng 1a ké chuyén. Cic cdu chuyén nay c6 thé 1a nhﬁng
ciu chuyén trong cuc sOng thyc t&€ hing ngay (silhiwa) va
nhﬁng méu truyen dan gian (mindam). Ching dugc trinh ké
va hit 1én qua cac vi diéu gia trang (talch ‘um), qua hinh thirc
nhac kich Dai Han (pansori) hay 1a qua cac nghi thife Shaman
gido (kut). Ching ciing c6 thé dugce k€ lai bing ngbn tu, gitta
nhifng lic trao doi trd chuyén trong doi song hhng ngay. Muc
dich cta viéc ké chuyén la d€ lam cho ngudi dén y thifc vé sy
viéc ho dang sGng trong tinh trang bj 4p bifc va ho c¢6 b6n phin
ty gidi phdng minh ra cho khdi canh hudng dy.

Thian hoc tién dan dugce két cu chung quanh hai khdi ni¢m
co ban nay, 1a: han va dan, tic 1a hdn vagidn. Trong Thin hoc
Tién dan, han (hdn) c6 nghia 1a “ndi tic gidn va long phﬁn nd
cua cic gidi tién din: m6i ciru han 8y da thanh ngay cang siu
dim va manh mé hon trong tdm tu cia ngudi dan, bdi cang
ngay ho cang trd thinh nan nhén cia nhitng bit cong chdng
chat nhi2u hon.””5 Va sif mang cua thdn hoc tién dén la tim
cho ra phudng cich dé lam cho ngudi con gidn - han - iy di, va
nhu thé, sé gidi phong duge dan ching - minjung.

- Phuong céch d€ gidi trit han (hdn), dugc goi la dan, tic la
gidn, cich xa, cit diit. Theo Kim Chi-ha, thi hanh dng ﬁy phai
dugc tién hanh trén ca hai binh dién cd nhén va tap thé. Trén
binh dién c4 nhan, hanh dOng dy doi hoi phai biét tif bd chinh
minh hay 12 hy sinh cia cdi va nhing tién nghi vét chat. Viéc
ty hi€n nay sé cdt dit m&i ciru hdn han ra khoi tdm hon ching

75. Moon Hee-suk,A Korean Minjung Theology: An Old Testament Perspec-
tive (Maryknoll/New York, 1985),1-2.
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ta. Trén binh dién tap thé, dan c6 thé dugc ing dung nhim
ti€n hanh cdng cudc cdi bién thé gidi bling céich ning cao mic
sGng ctia con ngudi. Theo Kim Chi-ha gidi thich, thi ti€n trinh
Ay gbdm bon giai doan: y thic vé sy viéc Thién Chia hi¢n dién
trong ching ta va ton thd Ngai; lam cho y thic 8y Idn I1én trong
ching ta; thuc thi nhitng gi ni®m tin vao Thién Chda day cho
chiing ta; va dung dudng 16i cai bi€n th€ gidi ma khic phuc
nhitng bat cOng.7¢

Con cac thiin hoc gia khéc thudc trao lvu Than hoc Tién dan,
dic biét 1a Hyun Young-hak, va céc nha thin hoc nit quyén thi
lai ing ho viéc dung dén nhitng phuong thic truyen thGng hon,
nhula nghi1&, nhackich, vii diéu gia trang, va nghi thic shaman,
dé gidi trit mdi ciru han han. Qua céc sinh hoat &y, ngudi tham
dy sé tim d€n duge vdi didu goi 1a “chi@u kich siGu viét cia thai
dd phé binh” dé nhé d6 mGi ciru hén sé dvge gidi trir va viée
gidi phong sé thanh tyu.”’

Kinh nghié¢m cta nhan dan v& ndi ciru hin han khong phai
1a ngudn hing truyén cdm duy nhit da khdi dong nén Thin
hoc Tién dan; bdi vi, ngoai kinh nghi¢m d6 ra, con ¢4 bi€n cd
Ditc Giésu dén trong lich sit va hoat ddng ciia Thénh Linh nia.
Bi€n c6 Ditc Giésu dugc coi nhu 12 mAu gdc cia hét thay cac
bi€n cd gidi phdng khéc, va Thin hoc Tién dan dang ti€n dan
dén chd coi nhitng dgt diu tranh gidi phong trong lich sit din
toc Pai han nhu la nhing bi€u hién khéc nhau cia bién cd Dic
Giésu. D€ bi€u dat cho chinh xdc hon, thi phai n6i 1a khong
phai Puc Giésu da dich than hi¢n di¢n trong cic phong trao
gidi phéng cia Pai han, nhung chinh la Thinh Linh, Dang si¢u

76. Xin xem phén trinh by cia Jung Young Lee trong: 1d., An Emerging
ﬂteofogy in World Parspeclivc, 10-11. Ngoai Kim Chi-ha ra, con ¢d hai bd
m4t n6i bat khic cia trdo Itu thin hoc tién din, d6 12 cdc gido su Suh

1"«lan'1~dcmga va Ahn Byung-mu
77. Cécthin hoc gia nit quyl‘,n Pal hin ciing di néu cao vai tro phu n lam

chi I& trong cdc nghi thdc Shaman (mudang), coi d6 14 m@t phudng cdch
dé gidi phéng nit gidi khdi cdnh nd 18 da dién ma ho dang chju. Xin xem
Hyung-Kung Chung, “Opium or Seed for Revolution? Shamanism: Women
Centred Popular Religiosity in Korea,” trong Theology of the Third World,
96-104.
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thdi gian va khong gian, h3ing hién dién sinh d0ng tai Pai han
va céc nai khéc, cho du viéc hién dién dy khong minh nhién
cho thy mdi quan hé vdi Pic Giésu lich si.

Sau hét, Thiin hoc Ti¢n din dugc da ddnh dfu sdu dam bdi
tinh chatcéinh chung, vadanhchoy niém v thdi thién nién mot
vai trO chi y&u. Suh Nam-dong da phéc ra mot hinh thic phan
biét gitta Nudc Thién Chia va thdi thién nién, gita quan niém
giai phdng chinh trj (political messianism = thé dang chinh trj
theo chu nghia dan tiy) va dudng hudng chinh trj gidi phdng
(messianic politics = thé dang chinh trj theo dudihy vongcé tinh
céch ton gido). Bifu tugng “Nudc Thién Chiia” da trd thanh
tritu tugng va xa la dGi vdi thé gidi nay: d6 1a § thic hé ma cac
gidi cim quy&n thudng dung dé€ ti€n hanh “chd thuyét gidi
phéng chinh tri” cia ho; con § ni¢m vé thdi thién nién thicy thé
va quen thudc di vdi th€ gidi tran gian nay: d6 1a biéu tugng
ctia niem hy vong ma din ching dit hét vao noi “dudng hudng
chinh trj gidi phong” ho dang gia cOng theo dudi.”

Trong ba thé dang tiéu bi€u cho thin hoc Chau A nhu vita
thdy trén déy, chic hin Thin hoc Tién dén la thé dang mang
nhi¢u tinh chat din tdc nhdt. N6 phat ngudn tit chinh kinh
nghiém hét sifc d4c trung ciia din tOc va ca cla tinh thin qudc
gia nda. Va d6 cing la mot thé dang thin hoc gidi phong tiéu
bifu nhAt, bdi di biét chuyén nhit ddn hét chi tim vao viéc
suy cifu v& han va vé cach thic gidi trit m6i ciru han dy. C6 thé
coi thé dang iy nhu la dién dan phét bi€u cia mot thé dang
thin hoc giai phéng dan tdc vdi nhing vu va khuyét diém dugc
rit tia d€ lam bai hoc cho viée x4y dung céc loai thin hoc ban
xit. NhiGu nha phé binh da néi 1&n thién cdm va td théi dd ca
ngdi d6i vdi Than hoc Ti¢n dan vi da bi€t: doi hdi cdc cd nhin
phai cy thé ddn than vao trong cOng cudc gidi phong xa hoi va
chinh trj; nd lyc d€ thyc sy dua Kitd gido hodi nhap vao trong
canh hu6ng cy thé cla kinh nghiém chinh trj v vin h6a ma
cic ngudi ngh&o va nhitng ngudi bj dp bitc dang s6ng qua; diing
78. Xin xem Suh Nam-dong, “Historical References for a Theology of
Minjung,” trong: Minjung Theology: People as The Subjects of History,
164-177.
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dé&n phuong phap ky thudt; va quan tdm dén quy@n Igi ciia ni
gidi. Nhung dang khiéc, ciing c6 nhing 16i phé binh chéng lai
Than hoc Tién dan vi mOt s diém, nhu: chi truong thuyét hd
I16n (syncretism, d%c biét |a trong viéc thu nap Shaman gi4o);
datkinh nghiémI¢n trén Kinh Thanh; lang man héadanching;
nhidn manh qua dang d&€n tinh chit 4c ddc cia co cdu; dOng nhit
hda minjung (dén ching) véi Dan Chiia; ddng nhit héa Diic
Giésu vdi minjung, va theo chi hudng diit con ngudsi lam trung
tam.”?

I

Phin két nay sé thau tém nhing nét biéu trung chinh yéu
ctiamot nen than hoc gidi phéng Chau A, va d& nghj thém mot
s cOng tac con can phai lam.

1. Gi6ng nhu t4t cd moi thé dang than hoc gidi phong, cdc
thé dang than hoc gidi phéng cia Chu A ciing dic biét nhin
manh dé&n tinh chit thi€t y€u ciia viéc chc c4 nhin phii cing
vdi va vi cic ngudi ngheo, cy thé ddn thin va tham dy vao trong
cudc ddu tranh dé phyc hdi va bio toan nhan phm va cdc nhéin
quy&n cua nhidng ngudi nay.

2. Gi6ng nhu cdc thé dang thin hchlél phéng khic, céc thé
dang thin hoc gidi phéng cia Chiu A ciing néu bit nhu cu
can phaidung d€n ky thudt phan tich xa hdi, coi d6 1a mot thanh
phan khong thé thi€u trong ti€n trinh suy tu thin hoc. Tuy
nhién, céc thin hoc gia Chiu Adalvuy ¢ ring du c6 hitu ich d6i
vdi lanh vyc kinh t&, thi 16i phén tich (theo kiu) Macxit ciing
khong thich dingcho hoan cinh ciiacéc nude Chdu A, la nhitng
nudc dang ngup 13n trong ngheo da6i tot buc, nhung cing la nai
khai sinh hiu hét céc tOn gido thé gidi.

3. Do d6, mu6n cho cOng téc ban xi héa hay cdnh hudng hoa
Kit6 gio tai Chau A thanh tyu, thi khong phai chi mot muc

79. V& céc nhin dinh ddnh gid - tdn thudng ciing nhu chéng d6i, - Than hoc
Tién dan, xin xem Jung Young Lee (¢d.), An Emerging Theology in World
Perspective.
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dung dén cic hoat ddng xa hdi khong thoi, nhung con cin phai
bi€t dung d&n cé viéc hdi nhap viin hda va tOn gido nita. Hai
tién trinh nay la hai m#t cda cing moOt van dé. C6 biét du phiin
vao trong tinh than ton gido dao dic cia hang hang Idp 16p
ngudi ngheo, thi ngudi kitd mdi c6 thé trd thanh ngudi kitd
Chéiu A thuc su.

4. Hau hét cic thin hoc gia ChAu A d2u x4c tin riing truy@n
lhOng va thin hoc Ty phuong—tirng dugc hoic Ia céc nha
truyén gido du nhip vao Chiu A, hoic la céc hoc vién Chiu A
hip thu trong thdi gian dao tao khoa béng tai cic dai hoc Téy
phuong—thi khOng méy thich hgp d8i véi cdc hoan canh xa hoi
var gido hoi trong moi trudng sGng cia ho. Chi lic ndo chidu
kich xa hoi chinh trj cla diec tin kitd dugc thé hién hitu hiéu
(Théan hoc Tién din va Balasuriya), va cic tin khodn cin ban
trong gido Iy kit dudc trinh bay lai trong m6t hinh thic bi€u
dat thich hgp vdi boi canh cia céc ton gido khong-sémitic tai
Chau A ciing nhy cia nén vin hda Chau A (Song), thi lic dé6
mot nén thin hoc thyc sy Chau A mdi xudt dau 16 dién vdi di
16ng di cénh dugce dugc.

5. DGi chifu vdi céc thanh tyu cia than hoc gidi phong Chau
My Latinh, thisé thdy ngay la thin hoc Chau A cdn ci mot con
dudng dai can phai di. Mot trong nhidng ly do cho thdy tai sao
hi¢n c6 rat it nhirng sang tac than hoc va—quan trong hon nia,
—rit it tdc dOng tryc ti€p trén céc gido hoi dia phuong gida
ting Idp dan thuang, la vi céc than hoc gia Chau A thmg co
cung mot thif ti€ng me dé chung dé thong dat cic t tudng cho
nhau (trif ra Anh ngi la thit ti€ng cia phin 16n nhing ngudi
di chiém céc nudc Chau A lam thudc dja!). Vangay ca khi lléng
Anh dugc dung troi chdy dé néi va viét, thi viéc dung ngoai ngit
nhu th& d€ dién dat hoac trinh djch tu tudng, ciing sé lam cho
mot sO céc didu tinh t€ va cic tiéu dj trong nén vin hda bj bd
st hodc lu ma di. Du kho khan la vy, thi nhu ciu ciing vin
con d6, va cic than hoc Chau A ciing vin ¢6 bdn phan phii
ing dép nhu ciu 8y: nhu ciu thyc hién nhitng chuong trinh
tucdng ty nhu CEHILA (La comissién de Estudios de Historia de
laIglesia Latino-Americana: Uy Ban Nghién Ciru Lich Sur Gido
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HOi Chau My Latinh) va Teologia y Liberacidn (Than hoc va
Giai phéng). N6i cach khac, trong tu th& 1a mot nhém, cdc thin
hoc gia Chiu A cin phai tra tay vao vi¢c dya theo nhan quan
ctia céc din toc Chiu A ma “viét lai” lich s ciia gido hoi, va
dya theo bdi canh cia céc t6n gido va cic nén vin héa Chiu
A ma trinh bay lai cic tin khodn trong gido Iy kit® qua mOt hinh
thifc biéu dat thich hgp va c6 hé théng. C6 1€, tién trinh thuc
hién cdc phuong 4n nhu the kia rdi sé vén md cho thay mot
céch cu thé hon, nhing wu va khuyé&t diém cta nén thin hoc
dan toc Chu A, d€ ¢6 thé cin cii theo nhing di kién dy ma
di2u chinh va cdi thién cho hoan hio hon.

6. Trong cOng trinh xAy dyng thin hoc Chau A nhu th&, mot
trong nhitng vin d@ gai géc nhit ma céc than hoc gia Chau A
phai ddi phd, 1a viéc chon 18p trudng v& mit phuong phép,
trong tudng quan vdi di san kitd da tirng dugc khai tri€n theo
khudén miu T4y phuong. Ba thé dang thin hoc trinh bay trén
déy c6 thé dugc coi nhy la nhitng thé dang tiéu bifu cho ba
phuong cich kha df ti€p tay dugc cho cong téc hoi nhdp viin
héa cla Kitd gido tai Chau A. Bén phia phai thi c6 Tissa
Balasuriya, 12 ngu®i da c8 gdng dya theo vién canh Chau A ma
khai trién mot nén thin hoc toan vi; tuy nhién, 6ng vin con
ning ng rit nhidu vdi cdc pham tri cia thin hoc cd truyén.
Bén phia tréi lai c6 Than hoc Ti¢n din, mang tinh chdt hoan
toan ban xi, c6 quyé&t tAm ditt khoat dit dang thai tho du, nhung
lai khong duge ddm bao cho ldm vé mat tinh chdt kitd. Con C.S.
Song thi ding phia gitra: Ong da dung d€n rdt nhitu cic tu licu
Chau A trong thin hoc clia 6ng, nhung ddng thasi viin trung
thanh vdidisan kinh thanh. Ditu ma bit c mOt thé dang thin
hoc Chéu A nao sé chao ddi trong tudng lai, ciing d¢u c6 bdn
phan phai nghiém chinh thyc thi, 1a lam thé nao dé gii cho
dugc bdn chdt kité & trong tit cd moi c6 gdng hdi nhap vin hoa.

7. Theo thién § cia t0i, thi gita cdc vin d& ma than hoc gia
ChAu A ¢6 b6n phan phai quan tdm d&n trong tuong lai ké cin,
véin con ti€p tyc c6 mat nhitng van de da ting 1am cho ho phai
nin 6c suy nghi trong ba thép ky vira qua, d la: (a) gido ly vé
Thién Chia Ba Ngdi va vai trd clia Pitc Giésu Kitd vdi tu thé
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1a Ddng Cifu B4 (phé quét cho toan thé) tran gian, trong tuong
quan vdi cic ton gido khic; (b) cOng tic ddy manh viéc phat
trién céc hinh thic phung ty, kinh nguyén va ddi s6ng giédo c6
tinh céch thim thidy dén tdc; (c) hoat dOng truyén gido bén
ngoai cdc ranh gidi phin céch gido phéi theo ki€u Tiy phuong;
(d) cOng tac phat trién t6 chic co cdu gido hdi theo séng kién
cua Phong trao Tam tu (Three-self Movement) da dugc khdi
xudng bén Trung qudc; va (e) sy viéc cic ch€ do xa hdi chi
nghia vin con ti€p tuc hién dién, di cong sén chi nghia da bang
hoai tai nhidu noi khac trén thé gidi.

Nguyén Thé Minh chuyén ngu
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